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He is smart and bright. He has his aspirations to become may be, 
a doctor, or engineer, when he grows up. 

Giving shape to his aspirations demands a iot of planning 
and monev And |ust planning won't help. Open a Recurring 
Depos it A ' Hint now, in his name,and watch it grow with him. 
Make his climf) upward easier. 



Visit our msanst branch for assistance 

Bank of India 

(A Governmenl of India Undctaking) 

Where service makes the Afference. 


CONCEPT SOI 
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at Lord’s. Pic. PATRICK EACAR 
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The AAFI rift- 
damper on 
athletes’ progress 

» }•' the standard ot Ind'ian spoils is noinr, down 
^ dav h" dav it is because out scllish .md pleasuie 
seekiiif* otficials are hghtitig among tlieiiiselves tor 
rhe plums <,f office foi peisonal beiieht. the 
glory oi high ofltte and ilie luie of iiips .ihroad 
They caie very In le lo: the piumoiioii ot sport 
thev govern 'oi misgovernM 

I he evil ot 111 .lighting, factionalism and pi'wer 
politics among t.ui otlicials has maned quite a few 
sports disciplines in the country .So fat tl was 
confined to the Wiestling Federation of IiitTa and 
•In Voiicvhall Fedeiatioii of India We tiad the 
sons spec tat le of two national championships beitig 
held in these di.stipliiies in recent years Now the 
■ 111 h.ul spiead In ihe Amateoi Aililetns Fedeiation 
of liolie wtifie two .sets of othcials have staked 
iheit tl.otn lot retogmiion, causing a crisis in rhe 
AAK 

Moio leieiitiv, the eia/e lot powei has spiead 
to the All-India Foolhal! reileralion wliose annual 
gt neral meeting at Bangalore, had iwo repiesciiia. 
lives each fiom tival Delhi and Puniafv associa'ions 
The Airr has rightly told them to patch up theu 
dititiences hv Sepfeinbt-t next, failing which the 
lederatioii will decide on wha' .s'eps lo takt. 

The till m the .AAFI has come at a crucial 
momeitt when Indian athletes are doing tpiite ciedil- 
ably Then pet toi niances ai the Asian mceis and 
even at 'fie Monti eal Ulympics were very satisfac 
iorv T'he oveiall staiidoids have hcen picking up 
quite fast all over the counirv This is the time 
to cash III on the growing interest the aifiletes have 
managed to generate thioiigh Iheii world class pei 
fill mam es 

Hut instead, this in-lighling is bound to pin a 
damper on the athletes and then pieparafions foi 
the forthcoming Woi Id Cup athletics ai Dusseldorf. 
erme September and the Asian and Commonwealth 
Udtiies next year (.Sec .Sri Ham story p .11) In 
the absence ot propei iilanning the iiaining pro- 
gtainmes (or the athle'es have been mossed up. 
What a pity iha’ this should happen when the ath 
lete.s are all set and rarin' to go. A plague on those 
officials who stand in then way' 

Our spofs federations ate autonomous bodies. 
On that pretext, they ward oft government inlei- 
ference tn their adminisfraiive affairs fSul the time 
has come for the governmeii' to tell the federations 
where they stand — niceties ol aiitniiom.v apart 


Printed and published by Khatid Ansari for Inquilab Publications (Pvt.i Ltd at 
Inquilab Offset Printers, 156D, J. Dad^ee Road, Bombay-400 034. Managing Editor: 
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The Jubilee Test—-—- gibson 

Hookes saves Aussies 


D avid HOOKES, the goJden boy 
from Adelaide, had to play 
more like an Englishman than 
an Australian in the end to save 
the Jubilee Test for Australia. 

The daz/lmg .s.irokc play that 
swept Sii Donald Bradman’s 22- 
year-old protege to fame counted 
for nothing when it came to the 
moinoiit of crisis at Lard’s on the 
last day of the first Test. 

Aiis'ralia. needing 226 in 105 
minutes plus the mandatory 20 
overs of the last hour to beat Eng¬ 
land, hatl lost their first two wic¬ 
kets fci ottly five runs. 

What they needed was determi- 
na ion, sheer guu. the capacity to 
hang on — as so many England 
bat.smen Itave been trying to do 
in leceiit series. 

And hang on Hookes did for two 
hours 20 minutes, scoring the most 
valuable half century of his brief 
catcer to deny England the drama¬ 
tic victoiy that was suddenly with¬ 
in their reach. 

He left, beating the ground in 
disgust with his bat, after mis- 
hoeUing a bouncer from Bob Willis 
and being caught and bowled for 
.50 

But, bv then, riiere were only 
10 overs left And when the equal¬ 
ly stuliboi n Rodney Marsh rapidly 
iiccepfcd the umpire’s invitation 
to gt> ofi because of bad light five 
overs later, Australia were still 
holding out av 114 for six. 

So the first Test was drawn — 
but ii would not have been if a 
whole day's play had not been lost 
to the weather. Not will the other 
Tests end this way if the batting 
on both sides remains as fallible. 

Our worst fears about England’s 
batsmen were once again confirm¬ 
ed, just when Bob Woolmer’s mag¬ 
nificent 120 and Tony Greig’s ini¬ 
tially determined but finally for¬ 
tunate 91 seemed to have ensured 
them against any threat of defeat. 

They then lost their last six wic¬ 
kets for 19 runs off 47 balls—the 
kind of statistic that would once 
have made strong men weep but 
now, sadly, is becoming common¬ 
place 

Bur that collapse, in 40 minutes 
either side of lunch, now put the 
spotlight on the Australian bats¬ 
men and they too were less than 
equipped few their task. 

Inside three overs openers Richie 
Robinson and Rick McCosker fell 
to the pace of Chris Old and Willis, 

Greg Chappell holed out to wide David Hookes .. > batted like a Peni 
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tnid-oo off Old after hftling three 
challenging boundaries in 24 and 
the door vras nosv open for Eng¬ 
land. • 

Once again Doug Walters could 
not carry his responsibility, and 
when Craig Serjeant fell to a run¬ 
ning catch by Dennis Amiss, all 
the pressure was thrust on young 
Hookes. 

Time and again he played and 
missed, especially against Old who 
once mixed a few words with the 
wicked glares he was throwing at 
the batsman, only to be dismis.sed 
by a contemptuous wave of the 
glove. 

But he denied England with the 
kind of bloody-minded resistance 
we are going to .see a lot more 
of this summer. 

For England ii was Bob Wool 
mre all the way. Theie have been 
centuries by England batsmen be¬ 
fore, of course, but few have been 
more welcome than the brilliant 
120 the 29-year.old man of Kent 
put together in the crucial pha.se 
of the Jubilee Test. 

Above all, he was positive in (he 


kind of crisis England have known 
so often. His disappointments on 
the wintei tout of India have 
tauglit him to concentrate harder 
as he showed in the first innings 
when his 79 saved England from 
disaster. 

Now he built on the confidence 
gamed from that and the surge ot 
runs that had swept him to the 
top of the national averages and 
back into the England team. 

There were times when he play¬ 
ed and missed against balls that 
were too quick for him and he was 
lucky when he had made 20 to be 
dropped in i b e gulley off Max 
Walker. 

But as usual he was fluent off 
his legs, especially when he hook¬ 
ed I.eii Pascoe and Oreg Chappell 
(ill exciting boundaiies on his way 
II! Kl 

And iheie weie off drives remi- 
nisceni of Colin Cowdrey, on whom 
Woolmer lias so obviously modell¬ 
ed tiini.seli, as he accelerated to his 
ceniury oul of 161 in 219 minutes. 

That spells out lingland’s debi 
1(1 !uni one fan even ran inn 



Craig Serjeant pulls a ball from Old to the mid-wicket 
boundary—CPP 



Greg Chappell hooks Old 
to the fence—Keystone 

and offered him a pound note — 
but it would be wrong to detract 
from the pan played by new cap¬ 
tain Mike Brearley and his prede- 
ces.sor Tony Greig. 

■ Brearley was in when the going 
was toughest and it showed in his 
discomfort against all the bowling. 

But whatever the new man at 
the top may lack it is neither guts 
nor application and it was sad when 
Kerry O’Keeffe had him caught 
one short of a deserved half-cen¬ 
tury. 

Bob Willis bowled with plenty 
of fire in Australia’s first innings 
and finished with seven for 78, the 
best by an England quickie against 
Australia since Alec Bedser’s seven 
in each innings at Nottingham 24 
years ago. 
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War of attrition ahead 


»^HOSE who like their heroes to 
sweat a little blood and graft 
for every foothold they gain could 
be in for a treat. 

But connoisseurs of class would 
appear to be in for an unhappy 
summer. 

On the evidence pre.sented by 
the Jubilee Test, this is going to 
be a working man’s serie-s. 

1 don't think there are any Eng¬ 
land players good enough to get 
hold of this Australian attack and 
the Aussies only have one bats¬ 
man of true cla.ss—Greg Chappell 

Bowlers from both sides were 
always in coirunand. Mostly, those 
who scored runs, Bob Woolmcr 
(twice), Mike Brearley and Tony 
Greig for England, and Craig Ser¬ 
jeant and Chappell foi Austra¬ 


lia, had to put their heads down 
and work hard for them. 

The series certainly looks like 
becoming a war of attrition 

I expect to see Yorkshire’s (^off 
Boycott recalled from his self-exile 
for the next battle at Old Trafford 

If the selectors are going to con¬ 
sider him—and one must assume 
they are—there is no way they can 
leave him out. 

But decisions such as this are 
never easy and I would imagine 
they will give themselves lime to 
think about it by naming him in a 
squad of 12. 

Graham Barlow's place must be 
in jeopardy after two disappoint¬ 
ing innings at Lord's, but I'd be in 
favour of giving him anothei 
chance. 

Tony Greig admirably sci/.i*d the 


opportunity Derek Randall’s injury 
pre.s«nted him. 

England’s fallen former captain 
was forced to go in higher up the 
order and, as a result had to show 
more restraint than usual. 

Greig met the new demands by 
putting his head down and wwk- 
ing had for his runs—and England. 

His role in this Test has been 
that of only a batsman and this has 
given him added responsibility. 

Although I believe all Kerry Pac¬ 
ker’s‘England recruits will, in the 
end, be banished from the Test 
arena, Greig should remain as long 
as he is eligible. 

Bob Woolmcr has emerged from 
his Indian nightmare to look every 
inch the Test match batsman and 
Mike Brearley, Greig’s successor, 
compensated for his lack of tech- 


Greig survives—by half 



Tony Greig forces Thomson 
’ away on the back foot 


TO here was a simple way of 
measuring some of rhe pies.sure 
7'ntiy Greig lifted from his shoui- 
lers at Lord’.s. 

To do it you had to be on the 
luvilion steps or in the Long Room 
when Greig walked through the 
dressing room after scoring 91 
against Australia on the last day 
of a Test match that threatened to 
lurch either way 

The right, traditional thing for 
members to do in such circum¬ 
stances i.: to rise to their feet and 
applaud — and if there is a room 
more conscious of doing the right, 
traditional thing than the Lung 
Room, it is not housed on this 
planet. 

Well, half the members didn’t 
do the right thing. They coughed, 
they rustled their papers, and they 
seemed to say that it will take 
more than 91 runs to wipe away 
their feelings of betrayal. 

Greig’s decision to abandon the 
leadership of England to opt for 
'he financial possibilities of Kerry 
Packer’;; circus rather than remain 
within the traditional fold meant 
that he was fighting for his life as 
a Test cricketer. 

But ill the dressing room, ihe 
long legs sprawled in relaxation 
and the face still bronzed from 
deeds in India and Australia, was 
wreathed in smiles. 

For he tells me: “OK there was 
a lot of pressure on me in this 
match. With the political situation 
and the fact that I was going 
through a lean time, meant 1 real¬ 
ly had to do something. 


“But what a lo' of people don’t 
understand about me is that I've 
always liied with pressure and I 
often piodiice niy be.st stuff when 
they are at their highest. That’s 
mu. 

"When 1 played my hrst Test 
match, people .said I was not good 
enough When I led England 
against the Wes', Indians, they said 
1 shouldn’t have rhe job, but I was 
able to shew them something then. 

“It’s a question of temperament 
and nature, I suppose 1 lend to 
play some risky shots. Sometimes 
1 come off, .sometimes I don't. 
That’-.' cricket. Thai’s life 

‘‘1 bad one or two moments of 
luck, but you needed it to get runs 
nui there. It was always a difficult 
wicket to read. I tried to drive 
through the covers, but it went off 
the slice. 

“Of course, it would have been 
nice to get a century, but. I think 
1 was able to make the point that 
I am still a Test player.’’ 

Mike Brearley, the man who 
must be acutely aware of the ag- 
gre.ssion and the colour Oeig still 
pours into his game, agreed: "'Tony 
Greig really reveli^ in the situa¬ 
tion. It was a tremendous contri¬ 
bution.” 

Above all, it was a fighting con¬ 
tribution, and it reminded us that 
whatever the morality of Packer’s 
circus, and Tony Greig’s role as 
his English ringmaster, we can 
scarcely afford to lose it from our 
game. He made a powerful case 
for some compromise and con¬ 
vinced, at least, half the members. 

—JAMES LAWTON 
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Pascoe^s no 


Uatsnian v o.vc\ic« oi l.on Pascoo's action 

A USTRALIA ajf happy to let 
English umpires be tite judges 
of fast bowler Lett Pascoe’s action 

Jeff Thomson’s new Test paitner 
and old schoolmate has been brand¬ 
ed a rluicker by Former England 
captain Ted Dextci 

Pi u I Australian tout maiiagei 
l,tn Maddocks told me' “We are 
htne to plav undei umpiu's ap- 
poinied by ’he Test and Counts 
Ciickot Hoaid And we aie prs* 
pared Iti lie judged hv them — 
and 110 ! by jeo Dexter'' 

De.s.'ei based his allegulioii in a 
Sunday newspapei that Pascoe 
throws the occasional delis'erv on 
slin- -nuttion TV replays 

He went as far as to suggest 
'here should Fte a third umpire 
ntl ihe held with a TV set in fionl 
of him 

It makes you wonder what has 
li.ilipeiied to the spirit of the game, 
the . eceptaiice of the umpire's de¬ 
cision which de’crmines svhether 
a ha'snian is in oi <.ui as svelt as 
wliether u bowler’s action is fail 
or not. 

Nor have I heard anyone else, 
batsmen included, express any 
doubt about its legality even aftei 
he had outpaced Thomson himself 
on ihe first day of the jubilee 
rest 


War of attrition ft on. p s 

nical qitah'iies with guts, delermi 
nation and the right tempei ament. 

Bill, while Brearicy was beaten 
several times because he was late 
with his shot, Woolmer consis 
lenily goi his feet in the correct 
position to all the howlers. 

Cr«!g Chappell calmly, coolly and 
methodically gave an object lesson 
in how to put together a Test mn- 
ing.s under extreme pressure 

He knew the responsibilities that 
lav on his .shoulders when his early 
dismissal would have subjected his 
.suspect batting line-up to some 
fine English bowling. 

His judgment of length and 
direction was masterly and he had 
few anxious moments. Yet, his 
heart must have missed a beat or 
two when he watched some of the 
shots attempted by Craig Serjeant 

The young Western Au.stralian 
had u nerve wracking start to Test 
cricket, taking 40 minutes to break 
his duck. But he was guided by 
the straight bat approach of Chap¬ 
pell, and this clearly helped him 
grow ill confidence. 

If the .Aussie captain deserves 
praise, so too do the English bow¬ 
lers on a wicket which was tin^ 
affected by the lecent rainfall 


Chi'is Old. in p.iriiiuiar. was 
mnie tli.iii iiiiiiirky to only take 
two wickets H>- fias matured into 
an cxiiemeiy good I'owler, wluise 
exteptionally good line and length 
makes the haiMniiii |day all the 
time I ihoiighi he should have 
had the stiond new hall, but .Mike 
Bieaiiey gave it to John Level 

Serjeant says no 

UAH'. .SERjLANI, J.Vvear-old 
Au.'-ti.ili.in b.iismaii who hit 
Eiigiund toi 81 defiant i uns in the 
Jubilee Test at Lord's, has refused 
to join Kelly Packer's rebel trie 
ket tircus. writes Crawford White 
The usual 120.0011 a-year contract, 
to lun foi ihiee veais, was offered 
to hint by Packer's agent, John 
Cornell, several days ago. 

But dedicated .'sei jeant, the onl> 
man in tlie present .Aussie team 
tu t to sign u|'. made it cleat lhai 
all he wants to do i ight now is 
l>lay tgr Australia. 

Although he was warned that 
lie otter would nut remain open 
indelinilel.v, scrjeani insisted that 
he was m l prepared to talk about 
it any more till the end of the 
present tour of England. 

But Ihe betting in the Austra¬ 
lian ramp is that !»erjeant would 
not be moved from his present 
position 



chucker 
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WIMBLEDON 




This is how Jimmy Connors reacted to the boos wtd jeers 
tiiat fleeted him as he stepped on court for his first 
match of the Centenary WinAledon. Connors had decided 
to skip the parade of former champs so that he could 
test his injured thumb—Keystone 

Tracy Austin, the 14-year-old 
from California, is the young¬ 
est player at Wimbledim for ^ 

90 years. She lost to Chris ^ 

Evert in the second 
round—Keystone 




At the centenary parade 
were Elizabeth Ryan of the 
United States, who won 19 
titles between 1914 and 1934 
and reigning queen 
Chris Evert—CPP 

Hie Nastase is up to his 
antics again. On the brink of 
defeat against Andrew Patti- 
son of Rhodesia, Nastase 
resorted to peck-a-boo to up¬ 
set his opponent’s concentra¬ 
tion. He then rallied to win 
in five sets—Keystone ▼ 


As is tradition Bjorn Borg 
played the opening nwteh. 
He beat A. Zugarelli (Italy) 
in strait sets—CPP 
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THE CENTENARY / 

WIMBLEDON 






F tennis had a god, as wine has 
Bacchus and war has Mars, he 
would surely have gazed down on 
Wimbledon’s Centre Court and felt 
that his time had been well spent. 

He might also, perhaps, have 
played one of sport’s most fascinat¬ 
ing games and attempted to answer 
the unanswerable as men like Jean . 
Borotra, Ellsworth Vines, Fred ' 
Perry and Rod Laver re-treaded 
the turf on which they reached 
out for fame. 


may be a touch wrinkled now. The 
sinews may not be so strong, the 
eyes not .so .sharp, but once you 
are a champion you have some¬ 
thing that never leaves you. 

Alice Marble, 64, was on the 
Centre Court. She is an American 
lady of some presence and much 
courage. She was fighting ill-health 
even before she carried off the 
women’s crown in 1939. Her ser¬ 
vice stretched opponents, her vol¬ 
leys destroyed them. The war years 


Evonne Goolagong Cawley perhaps 
doesn’t have enou^ and Atat’s why 
they say the opposite of her. 

The .saddest absence of course 
vras that of Little Mo . . . the girl 
from California who annexed Wim¬ 
bledon in 1952-53-.?4 and then left 
this game and this life as quickly 
as she arrived, Maureen Connolly’s 
deeds live s(t brightly perhaps be¬ 
cause of this. 

Her great rivals Louise Brough 
and I>oris Hart were present but 


He might have asked; Who was 
the best of them all? 

Was it one of those swaggering 
French musketeers, Borotra, 
Cochet, or Lacoste? Was it the 
action-man Perry, the troubled Til- 
den, the thundering Hoad, or that 
small, freckled a.ssassin Laver? 

The greatest days of Wimbledon 
csme alive last week as the old 
and the new masters paraded in 
celebration of a hundred years. 

One thing is certain, whether 
you are nine or 90. If you have 
any feeling for the rhythms, the 
power and the graces of lawn ren- 
nis you could not but have been 
moved by that parade of the gladia¬ 
tors. 

Some of the flesh which the All- 
England Club put on their history 


Parade of 

drew a grey mist over a career 
which seemed sure to dazzle. 

Bobby Riggs, 1939 men's cham¬ 
pion, was also on the Centre Court. 

Perhaps Billie-Jean King repre¬ 
sents most accurately the face of 
modern tennks. It may be ungal¬ 
lant to say so, but it is not a be¬ 
guiling face. It is a hard one and 
it speaks with some eloquence of 
the sacrifices, the pressures, you 
have to absorb if you wish to stay 
at the top. 

Chrissie Evert has something of 
Billie-Jean in her make-up and 
that’s why they say she will stay 
at the top for any number of years. 


the greats 

the extraordinary Althea Gibson 
wasn’t. 

Miss Gibson, from Harlem play¬ 
ed tennis to the rhythm of a sweet 
saxophone and she broke down a 
barrier to her race as magnificent¬ 
ly as did Arthur Ashe, two decades 
later, when he became the first 
Negro to take the men’s crown. 

Vic .Seixas, short and belliger¬ 
ent, was there He got to the top 
because he possessed the quality 
that the Americans treasure above 
ail, a hatred of defeat. 

Rod Laver was sure of, and got 
a rapturous reception. 

You cannot mention all the great 



'The ex-champs: Back row: Ashe, !>mith, Santamt, Ftaser, Hoad, Drobny, Seixas, Sedgman, Savitt, 
Trabert, Laver, Newcombe and Kodet. Middle fowl Patty, Kramer, Petra, Budge, Vines, Cochet, Borotra, 
Evert, Gotdagong, Ann Jones, Billie-Jean King, Perry, Lacoste, Wood, Falkenburg. Front low; 
Karen Susman, Bueno, D. Hard, Margaret Osborne. Dorothy Round, the Duke and Duchess of Kent, 
Kitty Godfree, Alice Marble, Brough, Shirty Fry and Angela Mortimer 
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out* 1ii«t clustered lii WinAledon,. .. 
but you can be sure that most ta 
diem were there. 

Dorothy Round, the English girl 
who waited so long before a com¬ 
patriot—^Angela Mortimer in 1961 
—regained her crown; Tony Tra- 
bert, the crew-cut American who 
was virtually unplayable before 
turning pro in the mid-’fifties. 

Then the machine-like Lew Hoad, 
op from his tennis hacienda in 
Andulacia, and the maestro from 
Madrid, Manolo Santana. They 
brushed shoulders with Jack Kra¬ 
mer, the man who or^nised the 
modern tennis pros, with the ele¬ 
gant Budge Patty, the powerful 
Bob Falkenberg the still sprightly 
Frank Sedg^nan. 

It was a rich tapestry indeed to 
lay before a new Wimbledon—and 
one that asks much of the Borgs, 
the Nastases, and the Connors. 

But at the very least it must 
have given them a new sense of 
perspective. 


—JAMES LAWTON - 



Jaroslav Drobny ... a desr 
Hny Intertwkied vrUh 
Wimbledon 


I N that summe' of 1954 they 
would call him “Our Drob.” And 
everyone in tennis knew who he 
was — an elder statesman of the 
game whose life had become in¬ 
tertwined, through destiny, widi 
Wimbledon. 

If you had told the young 
Drobny that in the summer of 
1938, he would probably have 
smiled politely and walked on. He 
was 16 then and at his first Wim- 

1. Drobny, the 

hledon. “Like ail young players, I 
just wanted to play there,” he 
says now. 

Nobody could have taken much 
notice of the left-hander from 
Prague in those championships, but 
the accidents of time meant that 
Wimbledon and Drobny were to 
pursue a romantic and emotional 
path. 

But for the War he mi^t have 
been champion at an early age. 
For by the time Wimbledon’s first 
post-War Championship took place 
in 1946, he was already 24 and 
looking good. 

In that yea'- Drobny beat Jack 
Kramer, then the overwhelming 
favourite, in a fourth round match 
that spanned 67 games. But Drobny 
was to lose to Geoff Brown, of 
Australia, in the semi-finals. 

Three summers later Drobny was 
to overhaul Brown in the quarter¬ 
finals, ditch another Australian, 
John Bromwich, in the last four, 
and go into his first final—against' 
Ted Schroeder, an American who 
only played Wimbledon once. 
Drobny came within a point of 
leading 2-0 in the final set. But he 
lost. 

Emotionally, Diobny was going 
through his own crisis. He was at 
variance with the politics of 
Czechoslovakia—fo< whom he had 
played ice hockey in ihe 1948 Win¬ 
ter Olympics in .St Moritz anti 
won world championship medals in 
1947 and 1949. He derided to .si h 
asylum in the West. 

For ni-years from I'”-', 
Drobny w ild appear in the Vt in- 
bledon draw as Egyptian. Now, ot 
course, he is a naturalised British 
subject. 

Time was ticking on for Drobny 
and still Wimbledon eluded him. 
It did so again in 195.3, but he 
was to leave his mark on those 
championships because of the 93- 
game maraaion witli Budge Patty, 
it was then the longest match ever 
played at Wimbledon and, althougjt 
Drobny won, it was not a spring¬ 


board to the title. He loat to Kurt 
NielMn in die semi-finals. 

Drobny was now an established 
feature of Wimbledon. At die end 
of the 1953 championships, he had 
made 10 attempts to captwe the 
title. He could command u Vast 
and enwtive support whenever he 
played on the Centre Court, bitt 
even his most lorai supporters 
would begin to doubt his capacity 
to win. 

elder statesman 


Some probably began to look for 
other, newer, heroes. And many 
would have looked at the name of 
Ken Rosewall, a teenager from 
Sydney, that jewel of Au^alian 
cities, who first pkyed at Wimble¬ 
don in 1952. His doubles partner 
was Lew Hoad. They were both 17 
and were called the “Whiz Kids,” 
or the “Magic Twins.” In the 
phraseology of today’s game they 
would be “unbelievable.” 


BARRY NEWCOMBE looks 
back on five epic finals that 
are the stuff Wimbledon ie 
made of . . . class, skill, mts 
and of course, a nit of hide 


To Rosewall, it all came easily. 
A natural left-hand player, who was 
schooled to use hts rig^t, Rose¬ 
wall had a backhand of dream 
quality, a preciseness of shot that 
was never to change through the 
years, and a fiercely competitive 
nature that has .siil; not weakened 
at the age of 42. 

At the 1954 Wiiphledon, the see- 
dings made it a natural showdown 
between the Australians and the 
Americans. Tony Trabert, an im¬ 
mensely strong player from Ame¬ 
rica’s mid-West, was the top seed. 
Hoad, another strong man, was 
seeded to meet him in the final. 
Drobny, almost forgotten, was 11th 
out of the 12 seeds. Even Wimble¬ 
don could not seed on sentiment. 

But Drobny set off again, hitting 
that difiicult leftarm serve, pun¬ 
ching his superb forehand volley, 
and going all die way to the querr 
ter-finals to meet Hoed. It is obvi¬ 
ous now, that that was tee vital 
match. Drobny won it in straight 
sets. 

Meanwhile, Rosewall was slicing 
through the other half of the draw 
and his key win was over Trabert 
in the semi-finals. Rosewall - was 
two sets to one down, but took 
the last two sets for tee loss of 
only two games. So it was Drobny, 
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Rod Laver ... a 
memory, of incre¬ 
dible ipeed—feet, 
bands, reflexes 
and always that 
scythins left hand 
takinc an early 
ball 



2. Laver, the tornado 


of the old guard, again si "MtiscK-s" 
Rosewall, of the new, for the title 

They fought it oui on Friday, 
July 2, 1954—Drobny's third final 
RuNewail’s first. Euch was on (he 
verge of a histoi-ie match. Tho.se 
who were there to watch them tc- 
call every inch of spectator space 
jammed. Many believe it wa.s the 
roost emutional day Wiiiihledon 
had ever knossn 

So they began—il'.c bespectacled 
lefthander with his hair trying tts 
fall down ovei hi> left eye and the 
machiiie-lioned Rosewall, evers 
thing in place, |ust .is it is today 
from the i uler stiaiglii p.ii ting in 
his hail down to tiis twinkling fes i 

The liisl set went l.ill to Drob 
iiy after Ru.sewall had had a set 
point at 10-9, which Oioliny s.ived 
with an ace. Rosewall took the sc 
cond 1> 4, Orobny the rhiid. moie 
easily, by 6-2. Clearly Orobny. the 
senior man by 1.1 vears. Iiad to win 
the fourth. 

At S-d to Drohny in the fourth 
set, the match looked over. But 
Rosewall took the next two games 
and these two me.', from different 
continents continued to battle on 
Wimbledon's turf to seven games 
all. 

Then, at break point against 
Rosewall, Drohny clipped a winner 
via the net cord. He was ahead 8-7. 
He had only to .serve for the 
match. He won l.s-ll, 4-6. 6 2, 9-7— 
a Wimbledon final record of 5^ 
games spread over two hours and 
35 minutes. 

"It was fantastic," Drohny will 
say now. “My greatest moment? 
Of course, I had fulfilled an 
unbition." 


W HEN they closed the gales on 
1 h e 1962 VViinhlcdon, Rod 
Laver was almost the Iasi man out 
of the griuinds. lit vs'as entitled 
to be -- hi' hud wim the tneii ' 
singles fill .1 seio/id sunessive 
yeui, having murdered the lield 
with his fantastic left-arm g.ime. 
and left no one in .my doubt wliul- 
soevet th.it he was the wot Id .No I 

Wimhledon that summer was an 
othei link in the long chain ot 
victiiiies that l.avei huilt into his 
(.hand Slam- ■ the titles of .\iis 
tiali.i, Ft ante. Wimhledon and the 
L'mied States iii one fouceiitrated. 
lurioiis veai ot global leiiiiis 

1 lie leJ-haired. reeiiagecl Lasei 
fiud til si thalii'iiged at Wimbledon 
III ISib 1 hose ssho retail his brief 
.t|>|>ear.in( t th.tl M-ai remembered 
oiilv til.II L.iver h.id lo.t in the 
III SI lounu itoie wu- ootiiing to 
'■■ay .ih./m L.i’.i'' then - the only 
'\ioti alians who re.idv malleted 
were ken Ko.ewail and Lew iin.id 

Hut botli Row w.ill anti Iltiad 
weie to lino piotessiona!. L.ivei, 
with no leput.iiioii to sell, si.ivetl 
ill the sni,illed am.ileur ranks, 
sharpening iiis lifiarin game m 
.illiaiii'e with tus ossn deleimio.i- 
tion lu leaib the top Ho did iiol 
h.vve long i-.iil 

By Edsd, ii!ise..’<led and aimiisi 
•msung. L.ivei b.id started to po' 
i-is home town of Rockhampton in 
'ioet'iislaiul oil iSie map He reach 
tii;. Itrsi Wiinhii-don singles final, 
1 . Alex Olmendo heat him in 
uighi sets. Hndetciied. Lasei 
'•.IS hack in the final at;-,tin in 1%0 
But aiiocher -\usirali.in. left han¬ 
der, Neale Ft.isei. beat him in font 
sets. 

•Already the lir.sl pc.siiive moves 
were hemp made to remove the 
di.siinctions between amateui and 
professional players, to make ten¬ 
nis an open game 

But, if the politics of the game 
meant anytiiing to Laver at that 
time, it did not show. He careered 
through the «ecoi»d sveek of Wim- 


hlediin in 1961 10 win his first 

crown on the Centre Court and his 
repeal iriumpli in 1%2 was only 
to be exiiecied. 

Bill .It the end nf 1%2 Laver's 
name was to disa|>peai from the 
amateur ranks - he turned pro 
tc'sinnal for £50,(K)0, witii his old 
huddles, Rosewall and Hoad, offer¬ 
ing to back that guarantee with 
their own cash. 

lu 1%7, less than two months 
.iliei John Newtombe had become 
the men’s champion at Wimbledon, 
iht .All-England Club o|rened up 
ihe Centre Court again and staged 
a piofessional clwmipionship — “a 
test to '-ee how the professionaks 
might he .lerepted treading the 
sacted sod," says Laver in his book, 
‘ iiie Education iil a Tennis Play- 
ei'■ (Pelham) 

By Cimstnias ot that year, the 
Lawn Tennis Associati.on voted to 
stall iipeii tennis in 1968 and the 
rest of ihe world (ell in line At 
last, the hart lets were down Laver 
could come back, so could Hoad, 
I’.ii.cho (iiin/ales and the rest 

Rut foi the LTA move, Anthony 
Duliiui Richi, a butcher's son from 
New South Wales whose telephone 
iiuntbet was Taiiiitta 1, would have 
mis.sed Wimbledon in 1968. 

He had alieady won .he Wimble¬ 
don ilouhles and the Fiench singles 
hut, along with seven othei play- 
eis, had turned professional in the 
wintei of 1%7. joining a group 
called the "Handsome Eight." 
They, too. entered for Wimbledon 
But no one gave much hope for 
Koehe’s chances. 

Wimbledon expected Laver and 
Rosewall to contest the final and 
seeded them that way. Newcombe, 
one of six former champions in 
the field, was seeded fourth. But 
of those "former winners. Lavei 
alone made it to the last eight. 

Laver needed five sets to over- 
confe Dennis Ralston in the quar¬ 
ter-finals imd reach the last four, 
where there was a straight split 
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'Bie tVlargc-' . . . louUI move like a dream 


tMtwMn profMtionalt and the old 
amateun — Laver v Arthur Ashe, 
Roche V Clark Graebner. Laver 
beat Ashe in three undemandinc 
aeu, vhlle Roche, who had remov¬ 
ed Rosewall earlier in the cham¬ 
pionships, had four touKh sets be¬ 
fore bMting Graebner. 

The final mirrored Australia’s 
impact on Wimbledon in the SOs 
and 60s — an impact which 
dandled alarmingly after New- 
combe won his third ant last title 
in 1971. But on July S, 1968, Laver 
and Roche, both left-handers, re¬ 
presented the old and the new of 
Australia’s best. And, as Wimble¬ 
don was now open, they were the 
best two left in the world. Laver 
was 29. Roche 23. 

In that final, Laver struck hard 
and fast. My memory is of his in¬ 
credible speed — feet, hands, re¬ 
flexes and always that scything left 
hand taking an esrh ball. As The 
Times said: "Rochr must have 
thought he had stumbled into an 
electric .storm," 

Laver won 6-3, C-4, 6-2 in exactly 
one hour. "It v^as my greatest 
thrill in tennLs," said Laver after¬ 
wards. ‘'Nerve-wi,se I've never play¬ 
ed a tougher tournament." 

It was not a momentous final, 
but the very fact it happened at 
all represented a huge leap in the 
development of the game. Laver, 
who now lives at Corona del Mar 
in California witli hu' wife, Mary, 
and son, Rick, vtus to return in 
19b9 and win again and complete 
a second Grand Slum. 

3. Margaret Court, 

N the suniiner of 1970 Wimble¬ 
don was to pu.sh out two ten¬ 
tacles into its multi-national, multi¬ 
talented women's field, and bring 
two ladies into combat in a final 
which was decisively the best of 
the la.st ZS veais and, maybe, ihe 
most professional, competitive and 
nerve-wracking of all time. 

One tentacle plucked Margaret 
Court of Western Aii.stralia into 
the final. The ocher pulled in Billic- 
Jean King of California. In Chat 
year, m that field, they were a 
stroke ahead of any other woman. 
It was only logical that they should 
meet to dispute the final. 

Classics cannot be contrived or 
manufactured. T h e ingredients 
have to combine and mature over 
the years as shifting ambition.s 
and (lualities juggle tor position 
in the mind of the athlete. For 
Mrs. Court then 27, and Mrs. King, 
a year younger, this was to be 
their peak output at Wimbledon. 
It was a tragedy at this level of 
the game that one was to lose. 

Margaret Court had first played 
at Wimbledon as Margaret Smith. 
She stood 5 ft. 10 in. and quickly 
acquired the nick-name “Big 


triumph over nerves 

Marge ’’ .khe nevei said wheihei 
she particularly liked that tag but 
1 doubt it And for a big woman 
she could move like a dream. The 
story still sl.tnds of an Australian 
track and field coach who wa.s con¬ 
vinced he fluid turn bet into a 
formidable 0)ymi>if middledis 
ta.ice runnel 

In I960 Mai garet won her Inst 
Australian title B\ she liad 

risen so fast in the gann' iliai Wim 
bledon made her the tr,it seed \iui 
in that yeai Margaret resealed the 
one flaw in her make u(> — nerves, 
it was a iiait thiii wa.s to stay with 
her throughout her carcei and it 
i.s a tribute to ht-i characlet and 
determination tiiat she played 
through it 

Margaret's first match in 1%2 
wa.s agaiii.st a fireman's daughter 
from Long Beach. California, called 
Billie-Jean Moft'tii. She had the 
natural confidence of many Ame 
rican players and, if she cared to 
Icok back, a heritage of American 
success at Wimbledon. Miss Mof- 
fitt beat Miss Smith 1-6, 6-3, 7-S. 

A year later Margaret became 
the first Australian woman to win 
at Wimbledon. This time, her last 


m a 1 1 It in the tournament was 
against Mi.ss Motfilt This time .she 
won 6-3, 6-4. It was to be seven 
years before they met in the Wim¬ 
bledon iinal again. In between. 
Margaret would marry Barry Court, 
an aifahle bu.sinessman and yacht¬ 
ing enthu.siast from Perth, would 
retire and return to the circuit, 
and win Wimbledon again in 1%S. 
In between, Biilie-Jean would 
marry a lawyer named Larry King 
and would win Wimbledon three 
lin.e., in a row between 1966 and 
1 >M 

.vtr, fotiri could play tennis on 
-.-lythii-.g whrfe Mrs. King was less 
• •r»iun I slow courts By the 
me of ine 1970 Wimbledon they 
.id pi eyed four majm grass court 
..lal.s III three continents. Mrs. 
t mrt isad won three of them. That 
•. innuT, they were the top seeds 
.It Wimbledon. 

'I he American and the Austra¬ 
lian each reached the final with 
the loss of one set. 

In the second week of the cham¬ 
pionships Mrs. Court turned an 
ankle. Each day she had to have 
treatment. Each time she played 
thereafter in that Wimbledon she 
needed heavy strapping on the 
ankle and'a pain-killing injection. 
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Mrs. King had a knee injio-y. But 
both women forgot their problems. 


4. ilie Nastase, bloody Romanian 


They fought it out on «• cool 
and overcast afternoon and slowly 
this final moved from one level of 
excellence to another. These two 
women chose this final to be so 
close to thtdr best that it did not 
matter. All their efforts were die- 
tated» second by second, by the 
needs of the moment. 

The first set lasted 87 minutes. 
Mrs. Court won it 14-12. But four 
times Mrs. King had been a break 
of serve ahead. Three rimes she 
had served for that set. Then the 
endulum swung and the American 
ad to hold her serve five times 
to save the set. On the sixth time, 
she failed. 

But Mrs. King knew no despair. 
Despite a leg cramp that stopped 
her attacking the net in the se¬ 
cond set, she had a break of serve 
to lead 1-0. She lost that and, as 
the final wore on, began to reta¬ 
liate against the Australian aggres¬ 
sion with a series of killing drop- 
shots from her backhand. ^ They 
asked everything of Mrs. Court's 
fitness — and she had the answers. 

At 7-6, Mrs. Court had her first 
match |>oint but floated a back¬ 
hand and Mrs. King punched the 
volley awav. But the pressure was 
on the Californian. She held her 
serve five times to stay in the final. 
On the sixth, there were five match 
points. Somehow, she saved four 
of them Bui on the fifth, it was 
over. Mrs. Court won 14-12, 1T9. 
The 46 games were the longest 
final Wimbledon had known. It 
had lasted for 147 minutes \nd 
great d<'»*d.s h.id been di-ne. 


((g CALL him Godzilla. Who is 

* this Godzilla? Tomorrow I 
must beat this Godzilla." 

Ilie Nasiase was talking. It was 
the day of the men's final at Wim¬ 
bledon in 1972 and he should have 
been playing Sun Smith of Cali 
fornia to decide the title. But it 
rained a n d rained and Nasiase 
talked, pitching his nerves from 
one phrase to the next as be play¬ 
ed Inc awful wailing game. 

It was no better for .Smith but 
he took the delay with much more 
outward calm and composure in 
contrast to the excitable and vola¬ 
tile Nttstase —■ who could only 
compare his 6 ft. 4 in. Californian 
rival with a movie monstei of the 
time called Godzilla. 

Smith hod been playing ai Wim¬ 
bledon since 196.S. He came into 
the game off .Vmerica’s production 
line of potential Wimbledon cham- 
tt'.ons and had all the eQuipment 
to win on grass. He was also a 
very lesilieni character with hi.s 
W'holc life in tennis rommitled to 
achieving targets 

Nastase was and is something 
else. Nobody had ever heard of a 
good Romanian tennis player until 
the mid-sixties. Then, two old lions 
of the circuit were discussing their 
matches in the French champion¬ 
ships and one said of his draw; 
“I don't know who this guy is -• 
some bloods' Romanian 

A couple Ilf liouis later the old 
bon svas back m (he dressing room 
bcait-n by ib.i' -.ime bloody Rotua- 



Na.stase ... he 
has not won a 
major title since 
1973 — but no¬ 
body would dare 
discount him 


nian and it was then, or there¬ 
abouts, that the world began to 
take .some notice of the bonus 
from Bucharest —- shy, unpredict¬ 
able Ilie Nasiase, a man b<wn into 
a poor family in the shadow of 
the Progressuf Stadium in his home 
city who was destined to become 
the richest man in Romania. 


Nasta.se has tried to live with 
an inner soul that will smoulder 
and burn when he most needs total 
concentration. I suspect the man 
will never change and he is still 
the greatest sin^e draw in tennis. 

In 1972 Wimbledon became em¬ 
broiled in one of the growth paint 
of open tennis—which had startad 
in 1%8 — and the outcome was 
(hat many of the big guns of the 
game like John Newcombe, Ken 
KosewaJI, and Rod Laver would 
be absent. So Smith, who had 
finished runner-up to Newcombe in 
the five I'd 1971 final, was the top 
seed in 1972. Nastase was seeded 
second. 


Smith was corporal in the United 
Stales Army, Nastase ivas a lieu¬ 
tenant in the Romanian .Army (he 
is now a major) but that year 
Smith, creci 6 ft. 4 in. and mous¬ 
tachioed, could have been taken 
for a colonel and Nastase foi a 
piivatc. Rut in iheir tennis rank¬ 
ing there was little between them. 

Both men were 25 at the start 
of t b c 1972 championships and 
many plavers will tell you that is 
an ideal time in a tennis career, 
when the body will produce what 
an experienced mind tells it. In 
the case of Smith and Nastase in 
that 123-sin)ng field, the reason¬ 
ing was exactly cot reel. It was the 
first lime since 1965 Uiat the top 
seeds had come through to the 
final. 


Rain held up the planned final 
f( t an entire day and so Wlmblo- 
don staged its first Sunday final in 
history. And, by a twist of fate, 
that final between Smith and Nas- 
tasc was generally judged the best 
since Jack Crawford beat Ells¬ 
worth Vines in 1933. 

It began at a high level of qua¬ 
lity and stayed there. Smith, all 
power, strength and anticipation 
became more acrobatic than at any 
stage in the championships. Nas¬ 
tase, producing beautiful touch 
shots, acted as a superb foil to the 
American's pace. No director could 
have plann^ more contrasting 
styles. The blend was magnificent. 

Nastase took the first set fi-4 
and led 2-0 in the second. But he 
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had what he considered was a bad 
line call. It upset him and instead 
of dismissing it (fn d knuckling 
down into the match again he 
allowed it to prey on his mind. He 
began to change bis rackets, to 
argue with a friend in die crowd, 
to forget that Smith was churning 
out games. Smith, a break of serve 
down in both the second and third 
sets, won them both 6-3, 6-3, so 
lead by two sets to one. 

Nastase looked doomed, once 
again a victim of his own tempera¬ 
ment. But for some reason his 
mood brightened. He no longes 
worried about his rackets (he was 
to say afterwards that they were 
too tightly strung) and he began 
to fire back Smith’,s heavy pene¬ 
trating serve. Smith, reacting lo 
this new pressure, became uncer¬ 
tain at the net. Nastase look the 
fourth .set 6-4. After two hours, 
the 72 final was wide open. 

In the fifth game of tlir last set 
Smith, hanging on, was ai deuce 
seven rimes on his serve, twice a 
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break point down. But he won the 
game. In the ninth game Smith 
was 0-30 and had seemingly Urst 
the next rally when he clipped a 
winner off the frame of his racket. 
He won that game as well and led 
.M. 

Nastii.se saved two match points 
in the next game. But Smith main- 
idined his rhythm and led 6-5. 
Another match point soon came 
and Nastase saved it with a volley. 
'I'hen a fourtlt championship point 
and Nastase, seeking a safe haven 
from a tired lob by Smith, plopped 
a high iMckhand into the net. 

Smith had won 4-6, 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 
7-5. He would say later; “I thought 
about Wimbledon fot a whole year 
-after losing to Newcombe. They 
banned the pros a year ago and I 
Kucss rh.n made me favourite from 
ihdt point Sometimes it’s been 
hard to live with that. I suppose 
II was about 81) per cent gut.s and 
a little bit of hick that did it for 
me It riniUI have gone either 

\\,is 


5. Arthur Ashe, 
a lifetime 
being 
different 

YN 1975 Jimmy Connors was the 

colossus of Wimbledon. He pul- 
veiised opponents on his way to 
the final, a Bofors gun that hit 
harder and faster as the cham¬ 
pionships grew older, beckoning 
the winner to the title and the 
£10,000 prise. 

Connors was stupendous - to 
watch, horrific to play against. The 
more anyone dared to attack him, 
the more liold and ruthless he be¬ 
came. It was an explosion in mo¬ 
tion. Nobody seemed capable of 
living with him. 

The Connors' Crusade for his se¬ 
cond Wimbledon crown matched 
his final in 1974 when he ground 
Ken Rosewall into the turf for the 
loss of only six games. Now he 
was hack, almost bigger than life, 
to pound and pummel everything 
that moved. 

Connors reached some kind of 
new venith in the semi- finals. 
Tossed ill against Roscoe Tanner, 
a left-hander whose tinting and 
strength were good enough to win 
him the title in any other com- 
]iauy, Cumuirs responded by blast¬ 
ing him off the enurt. 

Connors had brought a new 
dimension into Wimbledon in 1974 
and left no doubt in anyone's mind 
tliai he intended lo do the same 
in 197.5 The game of this strong, 
last, coiTipetiiive left-hander from 
Illinois was made for Wimbledon. 
He knew it — and it was just a 
mutter of pioving it to the rest 
of the field. 

After the semi-finals, Connors, 
then 22, was left with one man to 
beat-Arthur Robert .A.she, almost 
.32 years old, a Wimbledon com¬ 
petitor since 196.3, twice a semi- 
finalist. That night, about two per 
cent of the Wimbledon press corps 
gave Ashe a chance of winning. 
Connors was to start the final at, 
11-2 on, Ashe at 4-1 against. Which 
made sense to most of us. 

Arthur Ashe had spent a life¬ 
time being different in tennis. 
From the I'me he first became in¬ 
terested in the game at the age 
of six in hi.i heme town of Ricii- 
mond, Virginia, he wa.s bound to 
create his own new world. The 
son of a policeman, Ashe was a 
black American, In men’s tennis 
no black American had ever made 
it. Cy the time he was 17 there 
was no other black American who 
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cottid piiyr tennis effectively with 
hitnr' 

Ache was never allowed* to for* 
get hU heritage mice 'lie entered 
ttie shifting world of the tennis 
circuit and he matured within that 
world to became one of the gra¬ 
cious men of the game and a de¬ 
finitive thinfccr and worker for its 
future. 

Ashe’s colour and background 
meant nothing to anyone who play¬ 
ed him. lie was always a difficult 
opponent, a concentrated whipcord 
iff a man, standing 6 ft. 1 in. and 
weighing almost 11 st. On fast sur¬ 
faces, because of the bite of his 
serve and the flashing brilliance 
of his ground strokes, he could be 
a menace. And was. 

Ashe prepared resolutely for 
Wimbledon, giving himself a lon¬ 
ger build up than usual on grass. 
But he came into the champion¬ 
ships as sixth seed. Wimbledon 
expected him to lose to Sweden's 
Bjorn Borg in the quarter-finals. 
But Ashe beat him. He beat Tony 
Roche in an arduous five set semi¬ 
final between two men who had 
travelled far in the game. 

. So the Centre Court final was 
set: Connors v Ashe. 


Ashe is a ni^t person. By the 
time he had fini^ed playing black¬ 
jack at the Playboy Club in Park 
Lane, Friday night had turned into 
Saturday morning and it was the 
day of the final. But he slept well 
and relaxed his mind and body. 

The mood never left him. 

Some 33 minutes after -the start, 
11 games had been played. But the 
remarkable thing was that A.she 

had won nine of them. Nolu>dy 

could quite believe it. One specta¬ 
tor shouted to Connors; “Come on. 
Jimmy." Connors yelled back: “I’m 
trying, for Christ’s sake.” But he 
seemed to stand as much chance 
as a moth in a tornado. 

Ashe had made up his mind how 
to play Connors after watching the 
chapipion’.s win over Tanner. Not 
for him, he decided, was the Tan¬ 
ner method by which Connors fed 
off Tanner’s pace. A.she decided to 
give Connors what he would call 
“junk” — wide, slow balls, dinks, 
and slices and top spin. Anything, 
in fact, that could curb the natu¬ 
ral aggression of his opponent. 

This teasingly, superbly main¬ 
tained attack took A.she into a lead 
of two sets to love. At the change¬ 
over Ashe would sit on his chair 
with his eyes closed for almost 
half a minute, utili.sing that pre¬ 


cious time to hold his concentra¬ 
tion. Connors kept himself going 
with his own remonstrations and 
racket flicks. He must have thought 
it was all a bad dream. 

The third set was closer. Con- 
nurs finally taking it 7-5. In tiie 
fourth Connors led 3-0 and was be¬ 
ginning to glow at last Maybe 
Arthur’s junk-yard was not all it 
seemed. But Ashe would not 
change tactics or lower his sights. 
He could see it all before him. 

Quickly he was back level, 3-3. 
In the ninth game two backhands 
took him to a break of serve. One 
more game and the title was his. 
Cn serve, A'she reached two ntatcli 
points. Wimbledon was a stroke 
uway. What would he do? 

“The b i g decision on crucial 
points like that is whether to spin 
one in at three-quarter pace and 
get in fast to volley or to go for 
a big one. I go for broke. It’s my 
nature, I guess,” he would say 
later 

He served to the outside line, 
Connors made a weak return, 
which Ashe killed off. He had won 
61, 6-1, S7, 6-4. He turned and 
showed a clenched fist to some 
close friends in the stands — and 
Wimbledim gave him the greatest 
standing ovation I have known. 


Maskell—voice of real authority 


HAT Dan Ma.skell achieves 
possibly better than any other 
co.-nmentator in the world of sport 
is an intimacy with his audience 
that has eliminated the need for 
the hysterical crescendos that make 
most others an irritant. 

Maskeil speaks personally to you 
and to me and the fact that the 
300 million or so who will watch 
the BBC television coverage of the 
Wimbledon finals subconsciously 
believe they are receiving private 
information is the plus thai sets 
Maskeil apart. 

When he exclaims: “My word 
That was an absolutely brilliaii' 
'backhand pass,” he is bestowing 
an accolade on the player, height¬ 
ening our awareness of supreme 
skill and stating a fact which the 
most sophisticated playback equip¬ 
ment could not disprove. 

The authority is indisputable. 
His career in tennis began in 1923 
as one of 30 ball boys in a teach¬ 
ing nursny at Queen’s Club. 

For the best of the boys the prize 
was the chance to become a pro- 
f»aional and Maskeil emerged the 
clear No. 1. He was only just tisrn- 
ed 16 when he beat Albert Cooper 
(later to become World Oj^n 
champion) for the British Junior 
Rackets Championship. 

He became British professional 
tennis champion and the full-time 


professional ai Queen's at (he age 
of 17 


But when he was 21, he was re 
lea' ed from nis cnritraci so he 
could move to Wimbledon to be¬ 
come prole.ssional coach to the All- 
England Club and also to the 
'Wightniaii and Davis Cup teams. 

“The real beauiy of the job was 
that apart from everything else, 
during the three or four weeks 
betore Wimbledon 1 played against 
all the best players in the world.” 

“Strangelv, too — well we don’t 
often shov\ ili, wav in llu'se soi i 



of thing.s — I was the first profes- 
'■■oiidl coach to travel with a Davis 
Cup team" 

That was 193.1, the highlight of 
the Maskeil coaching years, when 
the British team ol Fred Perry, 
Bunny Aitstin, Pat Hughes and 
Harry Lee, first knocked out Ame¬ 
rica in the zone final and then beat 
France to win the cup. 

The following year Maskeil saw 
what he remembers as the peatest 
Wimbledon final of all, with Perry 
and Dorothy Round collecting the 
major prizes. 

“Britain was a tremendous povver 
in world tennis in the middle 
'l930’s, and if 1 have a regret it is 
that, as a professional, 1 was never 
allowed to play for my country. I 
would have loved that.” 

Maskeil, 69, quite often spends 
up to eight hours in the commen¬ 
tary box. But it is a labour of love. 

In some capacity or other Mas¬ 
keil has seen every Wimbledon 
since 1924, and when he introduced 
the opening day’s parade of the 
champions, he could barely have 
been able to prevent the menial 
flashbacks. 

For we, have been listening to 
them since he started on radio in 
1949. The output -- though never 
the volume — has increased since 
he joined television, and this year 
will be his personal Jubilee year 
as a TV commentator. 

—JOHN MORGAN 
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"WNIelwas 
periectina my 
square dnve, 
Palmolive 
was perfecting 
my shaving" 

Miw Sunil Omnaktr 



Now PalmollvO^ improved 
moishirized lather with S(iL-4for 
even (loser, smoother shaves 


Pilmoltvt'i mewuriHd l«h*r 
nsw dMi dvdn mert (or you. With 
III unidud mgifdivm lOL'd It htipi 
ydu yyorh up • rish erttmy Itihtr 
within Hppndi. kathtr ih« itt*mi 
mpfiturp Ipngtr fpr wmlori tli 
Ihrpugh your ihpyp. fetlpni pypn thp 
hardott Mtrd. intprevpi riior glidP. 

And whUa you gat your eloaati, 
amooihaat ahay# avtr, halmoliva'i 
riah omolMtnM aonditlon your akin, f 

Try the laioat ahaving aanaation<~ 
Palmollvo with SOL-d. 

Choota your kM ef ihwln$ It 

pluiuH inm Mmikn 1 

Pahtwllvo Oo'UiM Uihor,.. S 

iht aroamy amooth lalhar artd ^ 

a Md maaaulina tragranea for 
raal ahaving plaaaura. 

PolmoUt^ Umon-Proih,.. 
with a lamon*lraah tang for a 
rafraahad ■liar<ahaya fatling, 
PolffloHvo Monthol'Cool... 
daahingly ooel fragranat and 
Aln-Boofing ntanihoi. 




m 


Aln-addllng ntanihoi. 

PilmoUvt—dii ciioiei of luccnifol min thi world ovtrl 



Q HAVE thd nettoHdl acloetora ttkon « vow 
that they will not five Benfal plByeri a dhance 
In Teat matcbeaT 

—Tultul Kumar Meogy (Shamnagar, 24 Parfanaa). 

A IP they have, it can be broken by rite Benfal 
player* takina a vow rtigt they will earn 
recognition at (he Teat level. 

Q WHO ia the beat betaman of India—Gavaakar 
Of Viawaniifh? 

—N. S. Aahok (Mudifere, Karnataka). 

A GAVASKAR at number one and Vlawanath 
'' ui number four, 

Q 1 fee) I have the talent for cricket but want 
to receive pioper coaching. Do you know of 
anyone? 

--.Sarhinn Nlv!.arkar (Gorafaon Eaat, Bombay.63), 

A VOLi are facing the name plight aa many 
' youngaters all over the country. It ia time 
erkkm tmsoeuitlona engaged coachea who will be 
willing lit guii|«> any young enthualaat or at leaat 
take u look Ilf the .vouiigiter. Under the preaent 
ciiTumatitnret, ihe heat you can do la to Join a club 
that comin ich m various tournamentt and gain by 
w.trihlnjj, |il(i,NMiig with ami liilening to other eri«. 
keUMs 

Q WUA'!. Is the (JiHtiieiM.e hetween a bumper 

iiiiil « liiii,iitrt'r'' 

-Athiik Sai Ihiluah, Howreh). 
A, N()\t', «s fyi uv J know. 

Q IIOW iniin.v tuns did Keith Fletcher acore lit 
1 'ii!').’M|! s luyt Teal vorle* with India? 

C GIriju (Gulhtirga, Karnataka) 

A T-iJ''l(,'lllU< played in three Teala and in 
^ live iniiinus, once not out, acored 5)1 runa at 
tut avuraae of .'.2.7.1, Hla .')8 not out in the aoeond 
iiiiiingv of the iitittl Teat at Bombay, waa hla hifhMi 
score, 

Q Iif>W many hatamen hava acored a century 
tiefnit' lunch in Teat matehea? 

•.^Javld Ahbaa (Hydorabad>l>. 

A TEN Itaraineu have performed the feet. Thn 
are Victor Tiumper, C, G. Macartney, D. G. 
lirtidmun, Hill and Sten McCabe, all of Auatralia, 
K. S Kunliisinbji. C P. Moad, J. B. Hobl^ and 
W. K. liiitiiittond, all of England, and H. G. Owen* 
Smith, of h'inith Africa, the Arat three did ao en 
the lirst day of a Teat, 

Q HAS iloiiual ever won Uit Ranjl Trophy? 

->Pinakl Guha (Celcutte). 

A ONCE, in 1938-39, defeating Southern Punjab 
.it the Anal. 

O HOW many runa were added for the eighth 
^ wicket in indla'a Brat inninga of tbo Kanpur 
Teat ugainai England in 1972-73? 

•~A. P. Lone fBombay>86). 

A NINETEEN runa aa Abid All (41) and Prt' 
aanna (0) took tht KOrt from S2S to 345. 


II 
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Amtiiibh 


UHAMMAD ALf wai* huj) 
pON«ti to t; M m c I'I Uomha.v 
thin month oi> hU wuy lo 
•nd tndonedlu, So whon iit^ witi> in 
W«(hlnRt«n pUiiiiittK (oi Iiik trip 
Ho idkod tht» tndion Anittto>»>«dur 
It ho could mcblH’ dl'c u cotijilit 
Hindi movied. uct ilu* led nf the 
pltce mnn, hefoiv he ntude the 
K«no. 

Well, the AinbaMudor whu very 
helpful and he arranaed a few hlntu 
•nd one fine afternoon, after u 
two hour aparrinR aoMlon with 
George Chuvalu, old Butterfly and 
hia wife Veronica Poraehe fetched 
uj> at the Embaaay gatea with pop* 
corn and bamburgera to net the 


AH cried 

by BIKRAM 
VOHRA 

ftima. Eight houra and twenty>four 
mlnutca later the atinging bee came 
out of the hell end staggered ewey. 

Next morning he cancelled hla 
trip to India and holed up in a 
hotel room, without Veronica. He 
refused to lec eny member of the 
preaa or TV end declined to make 
any statement on his declaion. 

The Indian Embaaay waa upact. 
All they had shown him waa Knoon 
Pustna, Amar Akbar Anthony and 
Hera Pheri. What had gone wrong? 
P>en Veronica had no idea. 

He wouldn't eat his food, take 
phone calls or go for his morning 
run. The Indian Ambassador tried 
to contact him but failed. All of 
Waxliington speculated and the 
World BoKing Association had an 
emergency meeting to discuss the 
calamity. George Foreman had a 
party and invited Joe Frasier to 
celebrate. What the hell was the 
mutter with the champ? 

Finally, after six days All held 
s press conference at the Hilton 
Hotel and he walked in and said, 
did I beat bunny the Pig? And 
the press said, you did And 
Cooper? You sure did. What about 
Jue and Mug? You stayed lilm, you 
did And Foceman? You pulped 
him. Muhammad. 

Ami everyone cheered. 

Yeah, well, said All. so wlto's- 
the greatest? Ami cve<-ybody said, 
you. man, you. 

But All shook his head and said, 
mil- me, baby, not me, 1 just saw 
another guy in action and he's got 
a mean ftst. baby, you should see 
him go. And the press perked up 
and said, tell us svho, All told 
them; I saw these movies at the 



blow imicli do you know ^ 


by HOIKY MISTRY 


1. Muat a butterfly stroke swim¬ 
mer bring both his arms forward 
togather? 

2. la tha length of the return 
•nd popping crease. In cricket, un- 
limited? 

3. In squash a game Is of how 
man/ points? 

4. Is it permitted to have kho 
kho pests I.IS m, above i h e 
ground? 

5. !n hockey, when is a player 
l^dlse^ for nitting a ball whilst 


fi. Can t oclisors with the lep 
over the head be allowed In free¬ 
style wrestling? 

7, In football, if extra-time is 
played, which side kicks off then? 

ANSWERS! 

1. Yes, and over the water. 
2. Yet. 3, Nine, but at the score 
elght-ali the game may be tel tor 
two more points. 4. No, they must 
be 1.2(1 m. above the ground. S. If 
the stroke is itself dangeruua. S. No. 
it is an Illegal hold. 7. As decided 
by the captain winning the tost. 


‘nur 



All 


Indian Embassy and there's this 
guy called Ami-Ammit-what't hla 
name? His manager said, Amitabh 
Bachchan. 

Ali said, yaah he’s (he cat, wall 
he's loo much, he fights tigers and 
he fights 30 gujrs at a time, man 
•nd he fights them alt tied up and 
he wins everyitme and I ain't going 
to no country where (hey fight 
tigers and you can say AU ain't' 
no coward but he knows when to 
atop, hoys, so I am not going to 
India, no never. 

And the press looked at one an¬ 
other there in downtown Washing¬ 
ton and said, Amitabh Bachchan, 

Courtesy Fcee Prew Journal 


Heard this one? 

Two men were discussing the 
Importance of fttneas In the game 
of cricket. 

Said the fet one, 'When I’m at 
the craaae, my body la highly tuned 
•nd •• taut as a bowstring. The 
bowler comes up, bowls and my 
brain maps out a command to mv 
body to get quickly behind the 
line, raise the bat and execute a 
perfect stroke.' 

‘Then what happens?' 

‘My body says; "Who me"?’ 
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England captain Mike Brcarley 
falls to a diving catch by Robinson 
off O’Keeffe in England’s second 
imiing<( in the first Test at Lord’s 


• r 

Bob Woolmcr pulls a ball from 
Pascor on way lo ills rciiiury ^ 

in the second innings I 

{ 


The Jubilee 
Test 



Pics: CENTRAL PRESS 
_ PHOTOS (lONPI 

Top right: Derek Randall I 
O’Kbefle to the fence ili 
England’s first innings 


Robinson hits the stumps xjl 
smart throw but fails tff^ 
beat Woolmcr iL. 



Denis Amiss is bowled for Mifo 
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When you're tired—lt'8 
because your body 
loses glucose. 
Giaxose-D gives 
you energy 
Instantly. It's 

pure glucose _ 

fortified with B 

Vitamin D and ■ 

Calcium H 

Phosphates. JI& 

Only 

Rs. 2.09 for a 
100 gm, pack, rt \ - 
(Local ttxtt •xtfi) IsT/r 






Sw»*' 


m; I 




\ 'V 


.^..^GlaxoseD 

r7 JE for instant energy! 
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Junior Nttlonti Kho - kho 

I F Junior ittUonih vo hold to , 
givo Veunfitoro t ehtnot to ihow 
Uiw will, tlim dif holdlna of 
tho dxth luch kho<kno avont wai 
BOt Jtiitiftad. Tha tandancy craap- 
Inf into Indian tport of chanting 
on ufo bai now nit kho-kho. 

It all bagan with a protait by 
Karala agalntt Rajasthan. Ao 
amargancy maating of the techni¬ 
cal cemmittaa was called. A deci 
■ion, though not unanimous, woii 
adopted which no longer considers 
birth-data ceniftcatas as valid proof 
and Includes a provision for a 
medical check-up to confirm ago 
if a protest is made. 

Even tha primary check-up of 
the lower Jaw at the sixth junior 
nationals at Eluru barred not only 
two players of Rajasthan from fur¬ 
ther participation but aUo one 
from Kerala, four from West Ben. 
*«• and five from hosts Andhra. 

It was Andhra's bad luck to be 
drawn In Maharashtra's A 

playar from tho Mali«rushiro'.s boys 
team was found overtiKf when the 
team underwent a medical check¬ 
up on Andhra's prorost. Andhra's 
semi-final against Muhat ashtra 
should have been a one-sided affair 
but some biassed umpiring made 
Maharashtra, the better team, look 
mediocre. In the other semi Kar 
nataka wiped out the chalionge im 
V idarbba. 

A protest against Karnataka be¬ 
fore the final followed by a modi- 
cal check-up kept thr«>c ut iheir 
players out nf the aame as they 


Cheats 



Arundhati Pandit Jankl 
Award winner 


at large 



*Veer Abhtmanyu' VIvak 
Ainikar of Maharaahtra 

were overage. Mahara^tra had 
thui won a psychological battlt 
■gainst their arcn-rivals Karnataka 
even before the final started. With 
a clear edge over their rivals in 
each department they defeated 
Karnataka by a point with plenty 
of time to spore in the second 
innings. 

In the girls section Punjab qua¬ 
lified for the semi-finals lor the 
first time, Midtartshtre’a girls, 
however, halted Punjab's winning 
run in the semis. Andhra were 
once aiein unlucky to lose ageinet 
West Bengal by a solitan point 
in an absorbing thriller, 'ne Ma- 
herashtre girls maintained their 
winning record for the third year 
in succession defeating West Ben- 
gal In a well-fought battle. 

The ‘Veer Abhimanyu’ award for 
the beat all-roundar was claimed 
by Vivck Asnikar of Maharashtra 
for hie good showing against An¬ 
dhra and Karnataka. 'The ‘Janki 
Award' went to ArundhutI Pandit 
■Iso of Mahsrashtra for her con¬ 
sistency in defence and a record 
run of seven minvites not out in 
three matches. As the selection 
committee for these awards hardly 
met before the hnah it means that 
those who participuicd in the aar- 



Maharashtra boys, who regained the National title after a 
iepee of e year, proudly display the trophy 
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Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth 
and Massaging of Gums 
Check Gum Troubles and 


Tooth Decay 


Forhan’s users say of their own accord 
gums have become 
firm and healthy” 

**My gums have become firm and healthy by 
using your ‘Forhan’s Toothpaste’ for three 
years last. 1 had been suffering from trouble of 
my gums...now I have overcome this sufferings 
by your toothpaste only.” 

(Sd/-) O. N. Das, Sbikharpur 

^^My breath and gums 
returned to normal” 

“...a dentist of Rajahmundry...advised me to 
use Forhan’s toothpaste for teeth and gums. 

I immediately/followed his advice, and within a 
short time my breath and gums returned to 
normal. Ever since, I swear by Forhan’s. 

My whole family (we are 9!) use Forhan’s and 
I am sure this habit and faith will extend to 
generations.” 

(Sd/«) P. J. Lazar, Chiraia, Andhra Pradesh 

. (Photostats of these can be seen at any office of 
Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd.) 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth and massage 
your gums night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist 
on Forban’s Double-Action Toothbrush,$peciaily 
designed to massage gums while it cleans teeth. 

/Mr/ Colourftil informative booklet on 
ipue Of teeth and gums. Please write to Forhan's^ 

Dental Advisory Bureau, Dept.T H7/I68L 
Post Bn No. 11463, Bombay 400 020, 
with 2S P. stamps for postage. 

Mention the language wanted, 


In the 
smart 
orange 
pack 








*'WIU8M 
YOUR TCCTH 
WItM IT“ 


a«fO*lkfO #UOM.THf 
eOMMUSA o* 

H J FOOMAM D O g, 
NiMr Vooa Orr 



the toothpaste 
xreated by a dentist 


ISaF.303 
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ures ore fun 


Follow ’em 
with BBM 



C OLIN CROFT’S aggregate of 33 wickets in the 1976-77 series against 
Pakistan created a unique dual record. It, first of all, equalled the 
highest ever series aggregate by a West Indian bowler against any coun¬ 
try in all Test Cricket <Alf Valentine's 33 wickets vs England in 19S0). 

Even more meritoriously, it also represents another outstanding 
world record which hitherto seems to have escaped every one’s notice. 
Croft’s performance is a new high water mark for Test bowling in the 
Caribbean—rhe most wickets taken by a bowler of any country in a 
series played in the West indies. 

The following is the complete list of ten bowlers from every Test¬ 
playing country who have taken 25 or more wickets in a series on 
Cat ibbean soil.— 


Colin Crofi 

(WU 

Wkls 

33 

Avge. 

20.48 

Tests 

S 

V 

Pak 

1976-77 

A If Valentine 

(Wl) 

28 

29.57 

5 

V 

Ind 

1952-53 

Sulvsli (.^upte 

(Ind) 

27 

29 22 

5 

V 

Wl 

19.52-53 

W.-sli'v Hall 

(Wl* 

27 

t 5 74 

5 

V 

ind 

1961-62 

John Snow 

(i-n,'i) 

27 

l«.bb 

4 

V 

Wl 

1967-68 

Bi lui Trtvloi 

(NZ) 

27 

57,70 

4 

V 

Wl 

1971-72 

Mav Walker 

( .Alls 1 

2<) 

20.7.3 

5 

V 

Wl 

1972-73 

L.iiut' Cihbs 

fWI) 

2b 

26.76 

5 

V 

■Aus 

1972-73 

Jill. 1 GiIT Jl< 1 

'Wl 

25 

.27 52 

r 

V 

Pak 

1976-77 

! 11 . Ill,) Khan 

1 1'- ) 

2) 

V • 1,0 

3 

V 

Wl 

1976-77 



The only match 
that went into 
extra time — 
Vidarbha v. M.P. 
A Vidarbha girl 
is working hard 
for her team’s 
winning point 


Kho-kho from p 23 


Her rounds could not get a chance 
to diow tbeii worth 

The cheating game has gone a 
bit too far. In the best interesi.s 
of the game, the secretary Shankar 
Narayan should resign on this 
issue. The Eluru junior nationals 
emphasised this. 

A wwd of praise for the local 
doctor is in order. He disqualified 
five players of his own State when 
on a check he found them overage. 

And finally, if the authorities 
are keen on promoting the game 
a change is required in the set up. 
The present league-cum-knockou' 
system will have to make way for 
leame in which the teams arc 
divided Into two halves with a 
relegation and promotion system 
And every effort should be made 
to promote the game in the rural 



areas. 

—PRADEEP VAIDYA 


The Maharashtra girls team . . . hat-trick of wins 
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Zvonal round - up 


NORTH 


Usmani 

Soccer 

ALLAHABAD: 

pENTRAL AIR COMMAND, 
^ Bamrauli once again proved 
that they are the top teem among 
officM In AJlahabad, when they 
dazzled Accountant General. Uttar 
Pradesh 3-0 In the final of the A. N. 
Vamani Memorial Football Tour¬ 
nament at the Government Press 
ground. 

Tapes Mukherji of Bamrauli 
stole the limelight by netting alf 
the three goals for the winners 
in the first half. As the scores in¬ 
dicate, the AGUP were outplayed 
in the first half, but the story was 
different in the second half. The 
losers got a few fine scoring 
chances and even availed one of 
them throuidi Somnath Chanda but 
that goal was disallowed by the 
referee to the astonishment of all. 

This was. incidentally, the air¬ 
men’s third win in the final.s 
a^inst their traditional rivals. Pre¬ 
viously, the CAC had won the S. C. 
Mathru and die R. L. Soni tourna¬ 
ments by narrowest of margins. 

Twelve teams took part in the 
tournament which remained un¬ 
finished due to some unavoidable 
reasons last year. This was the 
second year of the tournament 
which is organised by the Akansha 
Club in memory of the late Ali 
Nazir Usmani, a police officer, who 
died heroically in an encounter 
with dacoit*' 

Capoor 

causes 

upset 

ALLAHABAD: 

Ta AVI CAPOOR provided a big 
upset in the finals of the 
Sports Complex Badminton tour¬ 
nament for boys, defeating Sanjay 
Mehrotra at the Mayo Hall Sports 
Complex, 15-4, IS-ll 

The girls’ final also petered out 
into an one-sided affair in which 
Madhumita Narain got the better 
of Nita Bhargava, 11-0, 11-S. 

Vibhore Swarup was crowned 
champion in the boys’ under-15 
group by virtue of his 15-5, IS7 
win over Harsh Dhar. 



Mohammad Uzair receiving the U.P. State individual carrom champion¬ 
ship trophy from O. N. Khanna, vice-president, 
the U.P. Carrom Association in Allahabad 



The XVIth All India National Award.s competition in physical efficiency 
took place at the Lakshmibai National College of Physical Education, 
Gwalior, recently. Four students of the college (from leftj: S, Mukherjee, 
S. S. Vadav, Simran Kaur and Kiran Bhatia won tlie awards 



AIR couimentator Jasdev Sin^di addressing the table tennis trainees at 
a coaching camp, arranged recently by the Indore 
Dietrich Table Tennis Asaociaitton 
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/o'l.il f'ouiid ■ up 

SOUTH 


North Kanara 
cricket 

L P. M. Sports Club, Dandeli 
* defeated the Kumta team to 
win dte North Kanara District 
Cricket tournament conducted at 
Sirai recently. 

Twelve teams participated in the 
tournament. A cricket match whs 
alao played between the champions 
and the rest of the district 

Kajkumar of Sirsi and M S 
Kamat were adjudged the best 
bowler and the best batsman, res¬ 
pectively. 

The quarter-final between L.P.M. 
Ferro-Alloys, Dandeli and Mari- 
kamba C.C., Sirsi ended in a lie. 
However, the former won on the 
spin of the coin 


The Madras Port Tru-st team 
won the 'Fourth Disision 
league champior. «hip, el' the ^ 
Tamil Nadu Cricket 
Association recently 



Diamond C. C., Shlmoga won the Mohamed Peer Memorial 
cricket tournament defeating Janata C. C., Shimoga 
by 63 runs in the final 





Players in the Paihanppan-Sndevan Volley¬ 
ball tournament held in Palghat being 
introduced to P. Mohandas, 

Dist. Collector, Palghat 


United Club, Cannanore, won a triple crown 
ki the Camsanort District Tennis champitm- 
ships. The trophy Is Iwing presented by 
club president Dr. C. E. Oommen 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Leg Theory 

I^OTE particularly that this is the 
bowler speaking — not some 
batsman complaining. He openly 
admits his theory take.s into ac¬ 
count the displea.sure of the crowd 
brought about by tho.se bowling 
tactics. 

It is an interesting speculation 
as to why leg theory developed 
jo much in the IS.SO's and 1%0’s. 

Larwood, of c o u r s e, always 
claimed that his bodyline bowling 
was legitimate leg theory and 
blamed the inadequacy of the Ibw 
law as the cause, i quote his own 
words: 

“1 am .sorry that these special 
commissioners did not hit upon 
what 1 believe to lie the only prac¬ 
tical move which might help to 
reduce the amount of, if not to 
abolish, intensive Iasi leg theory , . , 
That is to alier the ibw law to 
allow of an out' decision if the 
ball would have hit the wicket al¬ 
though the ball pitched oil the* 
wicket on the off sidi- only ” 

Tire'll he proce'eds to add that 
he rouldn't say he would never 
bowl il again because under cei- 
tain tircumstanees *'iityihiiig legi¬ 
timate remains legiiimace." I’lii lie 
proceed.s, “I do suggest that with 
that ball getting wickets which 
pitches off the wicket on the off side 
and beats the bat fairly, then all 
bowlers would have so much less 
need to try elsewhere than good- 
length off-side stuff for results." 
Body Line, Harold Larwood, Likin 
Mathews & Marrot Ltd. 

With that last statement 1 agree 
absolutely. 1 believe the Ibw law 
to be inadequate in that it does 
not enable the bowler-to obtain a 
batsman’s wicket from a ball pitch¬ 
ed outside the off stump which 
was prevented from hitting the 
stumps by any part of his person, 
so long as the obstruction occurs 
outside the off stump. If this latter 
condition was removed. 1 think 
bowlers would be so encouraged 
to switch their line of attack to 
the off stump that leg theory would 
largely disappear. 

But there is another school of 
thought which actually blames the 
half-way 1937 off-side Ibw law for 
the excessive use of leg theory. 


SPORTING SAM 


IS 


They claim it has taught the bowl¬ 
ers to use in-swingers aimed at the 
off stump dipping into the legs. I 
find it hard to support the theory, 
because the new off-side Ibw law 
gives the bowler no benefft over 
the old law unless the bell pitches 
outside the off stump. And to such 
a bail a ring of fieldsmen behind 
square-leg is not required. 

There is also to be considered 
the question of when a new ball 
can be taken. 

When the alteration from an 
arbitrary 200 runs to .so many 
overs was made, the initial num¬ 


ber in England was fifty-five (six- 
ball) overs. It wB* found that the 
batting }ide could bo kept down 
to a small ntimbo, with the first 
new ball.' Bowler■> and captains 
began to co-operate in seeing that 
the .score was kep* within bounds 
until the second new halt came up 
And gradually a premium was 
plated on new ball swing bowling 
with defensive si-pporl in between 

Rftetii legi.-tlatioi has very ncai- 
1> put the flock l-.ifk where it vva.s 
VO far as the new ball is concern¬ 
ed Inn that change done is not 
now likely to rid us of the leg 
theory bogy tvb'tb bowlers have 
leal lit to exploit to their advan 
tage. 

Various suggejtions lo counter it 
have been put forward. One, origi¬ 
nally propounded by New South 
Wale.s in 1953, was to limit the 
number of fieldsmen on the leg 
side between the wicketkeeper and 
square leg to two. 

The experimental use of this 
idea seems to have justified the 
theory behind it to some extent. 

The restric'it.n fairly effectively 
reduces the number of balls bow 
led outside the leg stump simply 
because they become unprofitable 
for the bowler. 

1 see some hope that MCC may 
agree to make tni-- a law and cer¬ 
tainly hope they do. 

However it is only a part of the 
problem because a bowler, even 
though restricteo to two behind 
square, may still employ fieldsmen 


by Reg Wootton 


between square leg and the bowler 
just to prevent run scoring. He 
only has to shift his attack sughtly 
to the off so that the ball pitches 
on the stumps but, by coming in at 
an angle finishes just on or out¬ 
side the leg stump, to utilise the 
on-side field in a defensive pattern, 

So to be reasonably effective I 
believe the on-side field should he 
restricted to a maximum of five, 
of whom not more than two may be 
behind square. 

Another suggestion is to extend 
the LBW law on the off side so 
that any ball pitched outside the 


off stump and which has not been 
struck by the bat may secure an 
Ibw decision if the ball would 
have hit the stumps and even 
though the pads were outside the 
direct line between wicket and 
wicket. 1 would very much tike to 
see thi.s experiment tried in con¬ 
junction with the limitation of the 
on-side field. 

Two very promineiii play.'i's 
have advocated a reveivion to ilie 
old LBW law but with four stumps 
■and, therefore, a widoi wicket. 
1-rnaklv I can't sec how the laitet 
would brighten cricket or rid us 
of leg theory, whikst the old I.KW 
law would surely bring back the 
evils of off-side pad play moi c 
than evei 

But whatever the aii.swer, I think 
llte subject must be enei getif ally 
tackled. It is a blot on the game 
-and iv driving spectators away. 

La.v'ily, I cannot understand the 
reluctance of some legislators to 
support experiments designed to 
rid us of the menace. 

Quite recently I was propounding 
my views thereon when I was con¬ 
fronted by a prominent adminis¬ 
trator’s remark “There is too much 
tampering with the laws. The game 
and the Ibw law are all right as 
they are.” 

1 found it necessary to draw his 
attention to the fact that practi¬ 
cally the only rule, implement, or 
measurement in the game of cric¬ 
ket which has not been altered over 
the years is the length of the 
pitch. 

Indeed it took a great many 
alterations in the Ibw law to arrive 
at the existing state of affairs, 
which he believes to be satisfac¬ 
tory. There was, in fact, originally 
no Ibw law at all, and if our fore¬ 
fathers persisted in that mentality 
there would never have been over- 
arm bowling. 

Publishers: Rupa A Co. 
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to it! doMructioii, but tbon are 
timw wbon boMo^im. 

Tbko • look at thu hand frra a 
Bombay Senka- Laague inatch 
adiara I was partnered' by Katan- 
lal. Kcjiiwal — the positions have 
been svdtched rona«i for the read¬ 
er’s convenience: 

AK85 

A862 

J«4 

AQ 

M 

(Mehta) 


(Keiriwal) 

J432 

|J93 

KJ85 

W N E S 

3D Dbl. P 4D 

P SD P 5H 

P 6H P P 

If West had passed or opened 
1 Diamond, we would have played 
the hand quietip in four of a major 
as the other room did, but the pre¬ 
empt coupled with my partner’s cue 
bid <lrova me to the over-optimis¬ 
tic slam. ' 


Kejriwal plajred the hand beau¬ 
tifully and deUvered the goods — 
we needed this h s n d for our 
twenty-zero win, which we scraped 
in by the skin of our teeth. 

Have a bash before I tel) you 
how he played the hand. 

I can think of four lines, which 
warrsnt consideration — all of 
them needing a trump finesse and 
break .'. . LINE-1. Spade Estab¬ 
lishment. Cash heart Ace and black 
suit winners in dummy; finesse 
heart knave; cash clubs in hand 
discarding dummy’s spades, ruff a 
spade in dummy and re-enter via 
the trump King to enjoy the thir¬ 
teenth spade. This line fails where 
West has the guarded Queen of 
spades but in this situation the 
contract is unntakable and all 
lines fail. What is pertinent though 
is that four spades with East also 
defeats the contract. The line also 
does not cater to a holding of 
10 9 X of clubs tripleton with East 
which can be catered for. LINE 2: 
At trick diree enter dummy with 
a club and finesse the heart icnave, 
cash heart Kinc re-enter dummy 
with the second club and ruS a 
diamond in hand, cash club win¬ 
ners discarding spades, go to 
dummy with die spade Ace and 
draw die outstanding trump. This 
line fails if die premptor has seven 
diamonds <— a not unlikely possi¬ 
bility. It also fails to cater for 
10 9 X tripleton of cIuIm with East. 
Incidentdly for any line to suc¬ 
ceed East has to have four clubs 
or trlplemn 109x. 

LINE-3: This is a refinemoit on 



line two. The heart King is cashed 
after the second diamond ruff is 
taken, catering to seven-two dia¬ 
mond division—the best line thus 
far, but not catering to tripleton 
10 9x of clubs with East. 


LINE-4: This was found by Kej¬ 
riwal when he played the hand. He 
finessed the heart at trick three, 
entered dummy with a spade and 
ruffed a diamond in hand. Heart 
King was cashed and dummy re¬ 
entered with the Club Ace to draw 
the outstandi^ trump. This was 
the end position: 


K85 

8 

nil 


Q 

(N) 


(S) 

J4 

nil 

nil 

KJ8 


Qx 
(E) nU 


nil 

109x 


The spade King is cashed and 
when the Queen does not appear, 
the last trump squeezes East in 
the black suits. 


Both for sheer artistry and from 
a technical standpoint, Kejriwal’s 
line is unequalled. A vulnerable 
slam delivered with a trump finesse 
and dummy reversal culminating 
in a black-suit squeeze. Wow! I 
don’t think I have ever had die 
satisfaction of bringing home any¬ 
thing quite like it . . . have you? 

As the cards lay, any line would 
have worked fw West held— 

XX 

XX 

AKQxxx 

XXX 

But this cannot detract from the 
perfection of Kejriwal’s timing and 
execution . . . 

L ast week’s double-dummy pro¬ 
blem: 

AKQ 

A7 

A8532 

874 

N 




7B42 

K«s«; 

:A109 


m 


S 


S 



tS9 

A2 


J109853 

984 

74 

KQ 

South to make "4 Spades” after 
the lead »i the qiade *7’. 


You have nine tricks on top 
after releasing a club winner and 
your problem is to try and ruff a 
heart in dummy for your taatb 
trick. Well after that diabolical 
opening lead you just can’t get 
your ruff. You can lead a heart 
from hand inserting dummy’s seven 
spot to keep West out ot the lead 
but you lack entries in hand to do 
this and get diat ruff as well. West 
will lead trumps at every oppor¬ 
tunity. If you try to create an 
extra entry to hand by idajrinf Ace 
and another diamond West ridts 
his partner’s winner and returns a 
trump. You have the necedaary 
two entries to hand to play a heart 
from hand and ruff a heart in 
dumnqr but vour second entry to 
hand of a club ruff can be des¬ 
troyed prematurely vrfaile the hMrt 
Ace is blocking. 

The only way to make the. bmd 
is to play the Heart 7 from duifimy 
at trick two. West overtakea'.his 
partner’s ten and returns a trump. 
Now knock out the club Ace and 
West plays his third trump. Enter 
the hand with your remaining chib 
honour and run two nun'e trumps 
to reach this position: 

nil 

A 

A85 

8 


nil 

653 

9 W 

10 


N 


S 

3 

98 

64 

nil 


nil 

E^ij 

nil 


If the defensive discarding 
brings about any other position, 
more ordinary squeezes are oper- 
able. 


In the diagrammed twocard posi¬ 
tion a diammid to dummy’s Ace 
followed by a club inflicts an un¬ 
usual squeeze on East. 

If East discards a diamond. 
South ruffs .the club and returns 
a diamond establishing a master 
diamond on the table. 

If East discards a heart Soudi 
pitebes his remaining diamond. 
West wins and has noming to re¬ 
turn ^ hearts. Deelarw’s trump 
is still in hand to enjoy his heart 
card which has become a master. 

Not to tough really ... I must 
have beeq fatigued to take so h»g 
getting it ... or mt 1? 
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by ARBIES 

CHESS 


I T was creditable for (he l&year- 
i^d V. Ravi Kumar of Tamil 
Nadu to secure the 2nd place in 
the National “B” Chess Champion¬ 
ship. Here are two fine games won 
by him in the tournament. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: K. V. S. Kajan 
Black; V. Ravi Kumar 

i. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3, NQB3 3. 
P^, PxP 4. NxP, NB3 S. NQB3, 
P03 6. BQB4. PK3 7. BK3, BK2 
8. QK2, PQR3 9. OOO, 0B2 10. BN3. 
00 11. PN4, NxN 12. RxN, PQN4. 
13. PNS, N02 14. QR5, PN3 15. 
QR6, RKl Ifi. RNl. BBl 17 QR4. 
BKN2 18. R4Q1? (a) PNS 19. NNl? 
(b) NB4 20. BQ4. NxBch 21. PxN. 
PK4 22. BK3, BK3 23 RN3. BxP 
24. RQ2, BK3 25. PKB4, PxP 26. 
BxP. KRQl 27. R3Q3, QR4! 28. 
BxP, QR8 29. RQl, QxPch 30. KQ2. 
QRBl (c) 31. KKl, RxP 32. BK5, 
RxR! 33. BxQ, RxRch 34. KxR, 
RxB 35. NQ2, BB6 36. NB3, BN6ch 
37. KBl, RB7ch 38. KNl, RR7 
White resigns. 


(a) A curiods poiiit is that the 
position identical with diat in thf 
game V. Ravi Kumar-T. Sreenibebu 
given on 104-1977, except that the 
Black Rook is on K1 instead of 
Ql. In that game Ravi Kumar con¬ 
tinued the attack 18. RN3I offering 
the exchange (which Black, for 
obvious reasons, did not take) and 
won. 

Here after the tame retreat of 
White’s Rook the initiative changes 
hands. 

(b) Better 19. NR4. The retreat 
leaves him in a hopeless mess. 

(c) 30 . . . PNS would have been 
quicker. 

KING’S INDIAN DEFENCE 
White: V. Ravi Kumar 
Black: Ajay Choudary 

1. PQ4, NKB3 2. PQB4, PKN3 3. 
NQB3, BN2 4. PK4. PQ3 5. NB3, 00 
6. BK2, PK4 7. 00 NB3 8. PQS, NK2 
9. NKl, NKl (a) 10. BK3, PKB4 11. 
PB3, PBS 12. BB2, PKN4 13. NQ3, 
RB3 (b) 14. PBS, KRl? (c) IS. NN5, 
P0R3 16. NR3, RN3 17. NB4, NNl 
18. PxP, PxP 19. NN6, RNl 20. 
RBI, PKR4 21. RB3, BQ2 22. NxB, 
QxN 23. KRl, PNS 24. BN6. 
N(N)B3 25. 0B2, PR5 26. NB2, 
PN6 27. NR3!, NR4 28. RBI, PxP 
29. KxP, QKB2 30. RB8, RxR 31. 
QxR, BBl 32. BQ3, RNl 33. QKB5, 
N4B3 ,34. BBl. RN6 .3.5. BB2. RN3 
36. BxKRP, NN2 37. QB8. ONI 38. 
QQS, N2R4 39. RB8. KN2 40. NN5, 


'nn 8' 4t''’iie^'ic:R3''''4t’ 

Black resigns. 

<a) 9. NQZ and 9. PQN4 ere 
other moves to initiate White’s 
Q-side sttack. 

(b) There is a critical balance 
between White’s (>-side end Black's 
King side action in this variadoo. 
In Taimahov-Najdorf, Zurich 1953: 

13 . . . NKB3 14. PBS, NN3 IS. 
RBI, RB2 16. PxP, PxP 17. RB2. 
BBl IS. QQ2, PNS 19. KRBl, PN61 
20. PxP, PxP 21. BxP. NR4 gave 
Black a strong attack. 

(c) This too slow. He could try 

14 . . . RN3 followed by . . . NKB3 
and . . . PNS. 

END GAME 



By S. V. Simhadri and S. N. Ravi 
Sankar; , 

White: Kal; Bc4; P’s-aS, e4, g6. 
Black: Kh6; Rf2; Pc7. 

White to play and win. 


fresh and glowing with 

HAMAM 

Now, a more fragrant Hamam 
; -C ‘ for that fresh and glowing feeling 

* your family will love. 



Hamam...for a fresh and glowing you. 

HAMAM 

the longer lastir^ toilet soap 


Tats 


Tomco products 
are better buys. 
They cost less... 
perform better 


oil Mills Company LImItad 
CMTH-I5..I14R 
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AthietJa 


by HOSEY MISTRY 


The great divide 


later, June 23. They had the same 
agenda as the requisitionists. Tliat 
meeting was attended by 13 affilia- 
ted units. 


'pHE Inevitable split in the Ama- 
* teur Athletic Federation of 
India is no longer a matter of con¬ 
juncture but a fair accompli. This 
is the result not of any ideological 
differences but a clash of persona¬ 
lity. 

The ones to fall in the crossfire 
of this _ begrimed battle of sports 
politicking are not the administra¬ 
tors concerned but the poor athle¬ 
tes, who are no party to this 
sordid war of attrition. 

Mud is flung to malign one an¬ 
other, blatant lies are uttered to 
remain in high office, and horse 
trading is rampant for favours in 
exchange. 

The first strains of the dirge of 
Indian athletics was heard soon 
after the annual general meeting 
of the federation last May at 
Chandigarh when the new regime 
gained power. Assurances at that 
meeting were flouted within a 
couple of months at the Montreal 
Olympic Games where the admi¬ 
nistrative image of Indian athletics 
hit a nadir. 

This lackadaisical approach to 
the sport continued unabated with 
its apex reached at the Inter-State 
championships in Madras this Jan¬ 
uary when unqualified officials 
were foisted to important posts. 
Either they made a hash of their 
assignments or wisely decided to 
play truant. 

During the annual general meet¬ 
ing of the federation at Madras 
when Buta Singh, the then presi¬ 
dent, was questioned about his re¬ 
presentation on the AAKl, he bla¬ 
tantly lied saying he still represent¬ 
ed the Railway Sports Control 
Board when in fact he had been 
transferred to the commerce minis¬ 
try a month earlier. The secretary. 
Col. Kirpal Sin^ connived and 
did not table the letter from the 
RSCB stating that he was no lon¬ 
ger their nominee. 

Now at the Ropar meeting of the 
AAFI general council presided 
over by Buta Sin^, he said he was 
representing Delhi, a splinter', 
group, after his transfer from the 
railway ministry. If that was the 
case why did he not say so at the 
Madras meeting? 

During the All-India Open Meet 
at Chandigarh in May a requisition 
for a special general body meeting 
was handed over to the secretary. 
However,,when the secretary faiW 
to coll a meeting, the requisition¬ 
ists decided to meet in Bombay, 
on June 21, and called a special 
general body meeting. 


The Bombay meeting was attend¬ 
ed by 18 members from 10 afftlia- 
ted units, and removed Buta Sin^ 
from the august office as consti¬ 
tutionally he had no locus standi. 
The meeting also suspended the 
SMretafy, Col. Kirpal Singh, for 
his anti-federation activities. 

In turn the meeting unanimously 
elected S. K. Sharma to fill the 
office of president, and authorised 
him to take the assistance of one 
of the joint secretaries. 

The Bombay meeting was con¬ 
ducted ill a most decorous manner, 
and was thrown open to the local 
press. There was not an iota of 
mud slinging, nor name calling. 

The requisitionists met the next 
day at an emergent meeting and 
Tackled urgent and important pro¬ 
blems of the federation, hitherto 
neglected. They chalked up the 
coming season’s athletic calendar, 
and the coaching and training pro¬ 
gramme for the Asian and Com- 
monivealth Games next year. 

The Bombay - meeting was una¬ 
nimous in voicing that its aim was 
not to form a parallel organisation 
ol the AAFI. but to eradicate the 
flaws that had crept in lately in 
the new regime. The participants 
avowed that their sole aim would 
be to propagate 'he cause of the 
sport and its participants in the 
country. 

The ruling faction, the Buta 
Singh group, called a special gene¬ 
ral body meeting in a remote cor¬ 
ner of Punjab, Ropar, two days 


T he rif’ in the Amateur Athle¬ 
tics Federation of India has 
cost India’s ace 800 metres run¬ 
ner, Sri Ram Singh a foreign trip. 
The President and Secretary of 
the Helsinki Athletics Association 
by a letter dated March 7, to the 
AAFI invited Sri Ram Singh to 
take part in a world meet in Hel¬ 
sinki on June 29-30. 

As a further incentive these two 
officials. Olavi Lehtisalo (presi¬ 
dent) and L. M. Palo (secre'ary) 
had extended invitations for Sri 
Ram to take part in other meets 
in Europe in June and July. Ac¬ 
cording to the calendar sent by 
the Helsinki officials, Sri Ram was 
to run first in l.ondon (June 
25-26), Oslo (June 28), Helsinki 
(June 29-30), Stockholm (July 4-7). 

Sri Ram’s travel costs were to 
be divided among the organisers 
of the different meets. But unfor- 


The Ropar meeting endorsed the 
continuance of Buta Singh as its 
president as he was a bonafide 
representative of Delhi. The meet¬ 
ing also passed strictives against 
S. K. Sharma and R. H. Shetty, 
and suspended them from the posts 
of vice-president and joint-secre¬ 
tary. They also declared the for¬ 
mer secretary, L. R. Khanna per¬ 
sona non grata. 

The meeting opted to recognise 
the ^linter group from Delhi, and 
not the group that was in majority 
there. Buta Singh’.s nomination is 
from the splinter group. This fac¬ 
tion in Delhi athletics is backed by 
interested parties in the aAFI, 
and it is reliably learnt that the 
same mischief is being propagated 
in a couple of states also, though 
unsuccessfully. 

A stalemate has been reached 
and no solution is in sight. Both 
tactions have called a general body 
meeting in a couple of months. It 
is >0 be seen which side those who 
sat on the fence this time turn to. 
Quite a few chose not to attend 
either oi the meetings at Bombay 
or Ropar. 

The moral victory constitution¬ 
ally is of those at Bombay, but 
then the democratic process does 
not always favour the ri^t. More 
often miglit prevails. 

The All India Council of Sports 
and the Ministry of Education 
should step in before the business 
i.s dragged to the courts under liti¬ 
gation They should bring the war¬ 
ring factions together and see that 
con.sritutional rights prevail. 


tunately, as it appears now, it is 
too late for Sri Ram to do any¬ 
thing. He can perhaps make it to 
the Stockholm meet on July 4-7 
but he will perhaps have to bear 
the expenses himself now, unless, 
of course, the Services Sports Con¬ 
trol Board tiakes a hand. It would 
be worth the money to send Sri 
Ram out even now. He needs in¬ 
ternational experience before the 
World Cup athletics in Septembw. 

It is not the first time that In¬ 
dian athletes have missed out on 
trips, even when they are free. 
Last year, the AAFI made a big 
blunder by not sending the Mon¬ 
treal-selected athletes on a pro¬ 
jected European tour and later 
after the Games, they blundered 
once more when they refused to 
allow Sri Ram and Shivnath to 
take part in invitation meets in 
Europe and elsewhere. 


Sri Ram misses out 
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ULQ-iSVi 


It’s here . . . 
Sportsweek’s 

World of Cricket 

(April-June 1977) 

* Australia in England 

* Pakistan in West Indies 

* Ranji Trophy & domestic season 

PLUS REGULAR FEATURES 

Sci/i'c-cards, Statistics, Records, '■Career Test 
Averages, Colour Blow-ups. 

THE WORLD’S BEST TEAM OF WRITERS 


R. T. Brittenden 
Tony Co-cier 
Ron Hendricks 
Tony Lewis 
Chris Martin-.|enkins 


K. M. Meher-HoVnji 
Michael Melford 
K. N. Prabhu 
Ray Robinson 
Sunder Rajan 


N S. Ramaswami 
Price Rs. 6. Pgs M 

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY TODAY 


A range of highly-efficient. 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year. 
Available in many designs 
and shades. 

eamlin 

PENS* 

JOTTEfI BALL PENS 
» REFILLS 


Some men will use 
Palmolive De-Luxe 
After Shave 
for the way it feels 








Other men- 
for what it does 


PALMOLIVE i 

1 ^:: 




Palmolive Da-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cooi,refreshing, excitingly different! 


Fee) it brace your skm with a 
crisp tingling freshness. 
Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave 
is spiced with an exclusive new 
fragrance. For a bold masculine 
appeal that's hard to resist. 

And even harder to forget. 
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B oxing fans mu»rered in their 
thousands to honour their two 
favourites of the pasr, the Khaiau 
hvorhers, Percy and Sammy, at 
their benefit night in Bombay last 
week. But they were sorely dis¬ 
appointed as the fare provided by 
ei^t Services champions and also 
national champions in their res¬ 
pective weights in the 12-bout pro¬ 
gramme was rather disappointing. 

The Maharashtra Slate Boxing 
Association deserve.s praise for its 
thoughtful gesture in honouring 
two of its boxers of yesteryears 
who had done so much for the 
game. The Khatau brother.s were 
presented with medals. The pro¬ 
ceeds of the tournament will be 
made known in a fortnight’s tim.' 



The Khatau brothers, Percy (left) and Sammy, acknow 
ledg<‘ till’ cheers of their supporters. Abubimi Jasdenvala, 
iMosiilent of the MSBA is on extreme right 



Birendra Singh Thapa (Services) makes J. 

By far the best bout of the night was Paul (Poona) duck. Thapa won in 

between A. Ansari (Western RIy.) and M. the second round 



SPOKTSWEEK. July 3. 1977 


33 










Murugappa Gold Cup hockey —■«- .....by Rayan Amal Raj 


Fighting CRP Impress all 


pENTRAL RESERVE POLICE 
^ (Neemuch) clicked as a team 
as no other side did in the Muru- 
gappa Gold Cup all-India hockey 
tournament in Madras recently and 
deserved the success they achieved. 

CRP impressed one and all with 
their fitness and fighting spirit chat 
helped them come through a series 
of tou^ matches. They displayed 
their fighting qualities in full mea¬ 
sure, especially in their semi-final 
and final matches. 

In their semi-final against local 
senior league champions Southern 
Railway, winners of the Bombay 
Oold Cup last year, they were 
down 1-2 at the end of the first leg 
but tlien bounced back to maul 
them in the second leg for a S-3 
aggregate score. 

CRP trailed Bihar Regimental 
Centre (Dinapore) by two goals at 
half-time in the first leg of the 
final, and once again they rallied 
strongly to square the score (2-2) 
and ti>en won the second leg in a 
convincing manner, though they 
were able to win by a margin of 
only one goal (2-1). 

CRP had beaten Indian Overseas 
^nk, one of the top Madras out¬ 
fits, Corps of Signals (Jullundur), 
former champions, and Central 
Railway (Bombay) on their way 
to success. 

However, BRC, who had beaten 
Madras Engineering Group (Elanga- 
lore), conquerors of Mahmdra and 
Mahindru (Bombay), 2-1 in their 
double-leg semi-final (1-4), 1-1), 
and had drubbed Integral Coach 
Factory, the popular local outfit 
6-1 in die quarter-final, were the 
crowd’s favourites. The crowd root¬ 
ed lustily for them especially 


when they were two goals down 
in the second leg of the final. 

The man who did much to earn 
BRC the crowd’s support was Suahil 
Topno, centre-forward. Speedy 
and resourceful, Topno showed a 
rare ability to spot the half chance 
and the verve to pounce on it and 
strike in the manner of a cobra. 

In the first leg of the final Topno 
sccred two opportunistic goals to 
pui his side two up. But, in the 
second leg, he found himself ably 
policed by Parmod Kumar, the 
CRP cer tre - half who gave the 
stand-out performance in this game 
by doing extremely well in the 
defence and also by lending a good 
deal of support to his forwards. 
Even then, late in the game, SuHiil 
Topno managed to give Parmod 
Kumar the slip and scored a lovely 
goal. 

CRP had the better set of defen¬ 
ders. Both their full-backs, Guria 
and Simon Topno, were firm and 
quick in their tackles. And they 
were quick to recover when beaten. 
Simon Topno often ventured to 
bolster the CRP attack. The CRP 
half-backs also generally proved to 
be better dian their counterparts 
on the BRC side. As a result, the 
CRP attack had a better backing 
than the BRC forwards. 

Southern Railway did well to 
score a 2-1 victo^ over CRP in the 
first leg of their semi-final. They 
looked a powerful side, with a fast 
and resourceful, attack in which 
Olympian Phillips was outstanding 
and a tough dmence. But, in the 
second leg, they lost their com¬ 


posure soon when CRP levelled the 
score and forged ahead. Brothers 
Bhaskaran and jeyasdeharan un¬ 
necessarily argued with umpire 
Syed Ahmed and received tempo¬ 
rary suspensions. That did upset 
their defence. Had they retained 
their cool and gone all-out on the 
attack, as they did late in the 
game, they mi|^t have fared bet¬ 
ter. Also, if inside-left Sultan Shah 
had not squandered a sitting duck 
of a chance, set op by Phillips, 
they might have run CRP clooe. 
Kuala Lumpur World Cim goal¬ 
keeper, Leslie Fernandes, Rajasek- 
haran and Bhaskaran, apart from 
Phillips, did play well for Sou¬ 
thern Railway. 

MEG did tvell to restrict BRC to 
a lone goal in the first leg of their 
semi-final and to hold them 1-1 in 




S. S. Mann. CRT’s captain, 
with the cycle gifted by 
T1 Cycles 



Ermina Meneses, Bombay’s emtain receiving the Aruaa- 
chalam Trophy from Mrs, N.Krishnaswami, wife of the 
Director of Vigilance and AnthCorruption 
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CRP's Mann dribbles towards the BRC goalmouth as 
Toppo tries to tackle him 


the second kyg. Goalkeeper Leela 
banker, full-back Muthanna. half¬ 
backs Thresraj, Poobalan and 
Uthiah all gave good accounts of 
themselves for MEG. But d>^ 
forward line was found wanting. 
However, in the second leg, wi^ a 
two-goal deficit facing them they 
tried hard to save the day and 
might have got more than the one 
go^ they got through Govindaraj 
but for the gallant shown by BRC 
goalkeeper Victor Minj. 

MEG found it difficult to over¬ 
come the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion Junior XI and were able to 
beat them .only in their second 
meeting. In fact, they were lucky 
to beat the Juniors 2-1, for on that 
day the IHF side was decidedly the 
better team. 

Every one of die IHF forwards, 
Cheng wpa, Mervyn Fernandes, 
Youstiif, Surinder and Sekhar, play¬ 
ed well in the first leg, moving 
cohesively, but in the second leg 
it was only centre-forward Yousuff 
who really sparkled. He showed 
rare verve and imagination. 

Susnil Topno was adjudged the 
best player of the tournament. A 
special prize also went to S Ekka, 
the CRP left-winger. 

The withdrawal of last year’s 
winners and runners-up respective¬ 
ly Sikh Regimental Centre and 
ASC (Jullundur), took away much 
of the glamour from the tourney. 
Khalsa Blues from Kenya proved 
not even good enough to get past 
Central Excise, the newly promot¬ 
ed local senior division side. 

The tourney drew poor response 
from the crowd. It was surprising 
to see parts of one stand vacant 
even for the first leg of the final. 


Bombay retain Arunachalam Trophy 


OMBAY retained the Ar-.inacha- 
1am Trophy, defeating Kerala 
by four goals to one in t) final 
of the women’s hockey tournament, 
conducted by the Murugappa 
'Sports Club. They proved very 
much superior to Kerala, who had 

t iven them a good fight in the 
nal last year. 

Bombay had a more forceful at¬ 
tack. Right-winger Selma D’Silva 
was their star attacker. Sprightly 
Selma was fast and skilful and 
proved quite a handful for the Ke¬ 
rala defenders. The Kerala defence 
was aditfaer everytime she cut into 
their circlet. And Fiona Albuquer¬ 
que made good use of Selma’&pas- 
i ses by scoring two goals off mem. 
%e completed a hat-trick with a 
fine solo run. Selma scored the 
fourth goal for Bombay, a solo 
effort. 

It was Kerala who took the lead 
in the final, against the run of 


play, skipper Sharada, inside-right, 
putting the ball in as international 
Neena Asaikar, the Bombay goal¬ 
keeper, saved a .shot from inside- 
left Deenamma Abraham. 

The Kerala forwards, however, 
proved languid, lacked agility and 
were given little latitude to move 
about by Bombay half-backs, Ann 
Machado, Erinina Menezes and 
Sara Rcbeiro. Kushnoor Patel and 
A fra Rebeilo proved effective in 
the deep defence. Kushnoor was 
pretty aggressive too. 

Centre-half Omanakumari, an in¬ 
ternational, put in a good perfor¬ 
mance for Kerala. Full-back Shir¬ 
ley James and Anita Lewis also 
Impressed. 

Bombay trounced Maharashtra 5-1 
in me semi-final, scoring through 
international Dora C o u t i n h o, 
their clever inside-left, twice, 
Kushnoor Patel (penalty stroke), 
Fiona Albuquerque and Audrey 


Fernandes. J. Rockey got ffie 
losers’ goal. 

Bombay, however, had a tough 
time beating Gujarat 2-0. After 
scoring through Dora Coutinho 
and Ina Rebeilo, Bombay met with 
a stiff challenge from Gujarat. 
Gloria Lindsay, Lalita Fonseca and 
B. Bhadri made some good tries, 
but Neena Asaikar could not be 
beaten. Hashumati M i s r a , the 
Gujarat goalkeeper, was also in 
go^ form and won a special 
prize. Gujarat had beaten Karna¬ 
taka 5-2, clinching the match in 
the tie-breaker after it had ended 
in a 1-1 draw. 

Kerala defeated Uttar Pradesh 
2-1 in their semi-final. Skipper 
Sharada, off a pass from left-win- 
get Merlin Moraes, and Shirley 
James (penalty-corner) were theU' 
scorers while UP got ffieir goal 
through a solo effort from centre- 
forward Bula Ganguly, their skip¬ 
per. 


35 


SPORTSWEEK, July 3, 1977 



BRIEFLY 


■r EN NORTON'S heavyweight 
fight against Italian boxer 
Gianfranco Zanon, scheduled to 
take place in Las Vegas on July 
17, has been cancelled because the 
U.S. organisers have failed to meet 
demands by the Italians regarding 
purse guarantees. 


Bedi Joins 
the pack? 


July 14 to 17. A four • metiUter 
team of Alan Singh, Vikramjit 
Singh. Lakasbman Singh and Gia- 
gesh Khaitan will' leave Calcutta 
for Kuala Lumpur on July 6. Mr. 
Surender Lai will accompany the 
teem as non-playing captain. 


|IM WATT, of Glasgow, will 
meet Andre Holyk. of France, 
for the vacant European light¬ 
weight championship. Ine title was 

f iven up by the Spaniard Pedro 
ernandez, who fought for the 
world liajit welter-weight title over 
the weekend. 


nELE scored a hat-trick to give 
* New York Cosmos a 3-1 win 
over Tampa Bay Rowdies in the 
North American Soccer League 

f ame in East Rutherford, New 
ersey. The attendance of 62,394 
was the largest crowd ever to see 
a soccer match in the United 
States. 


I^VA WILMS, of West Germany 
^ improved her world pentathlon 
record with 4823 points in an ath¬ 
letics match in Bernhausen, West 
Germany. The previous record was 
4765 points. 

A lberto juantoren a, 

Cuba’s Ol^pic 400 and 800 
metres champion, ran the fastest 
800 metres in the world this year 
when he clocked 1 min. 43.7 secs, 
at an athletics meeting in Byd- 
goszez, Poland. 


A CCORDING to a discussion on 
the BBC on Saturday last 
India’s captain Bishen Singh Bedi 
has signed up with Australian TV 
magnate Kerry Packer’s cricket 
circus. 

The discussion revealed that 
Bedi has joined Packer but prefer¬ 
red to avoid the world-wide publi¬ 
city attached to 'his by keeping 
quiet about it 

Bedi-and New Zealander Richard 
Hadlee were mentioned as stand 
byes when Packer’s original list 
was announced in May 1977. Pac¬ 
ker, whose negotiations with the 
ICC have fallen Ihrough has in all 
signed 51 cricketers. 


ORLD middleweight boxing 
champion Carlos Monzon of 
Argentina plans to retire after his 
fight against Colombian Rodrigo 
Valder in Monte Carlo next month 

V NDIA will participae in the 8th 
Asian Golf Team Championship, 
for the Namura Cup, to be played 
over the course of Royal Saiangor 
Golf Club, Kuaia Lumpur, from 


|OHN WALKER, New Zeeland’s 
world record-holder, suffered a 
rare defeat over one mile when he 
was beaten into fourth place by 
Britain’s Steve Ovett in an inter¬ 
national athletics meet at Crystie 
palace at London. 


msSTEBAN De Jesus knocked out 
Mexican-born challanger Vic¬ 
ente Saldivar with a flurry of blows 
in tile eleventh round to retain his 
World Council lightweight title at 
San Juan. 


The Basketballer 


(Published every quarter) 

The second issue has hit the 
stands. 

Price; R.' 1.50. Annual .sub¬ 

scription; R.S 6/- 

Send postal orders to: 

Javed Akhtar, 

11-14 A, Gurunagar, 
Andheri (West), 
Bombay-400 058. 


nOMSI WADIA, Adi Malgham 
^ and Suresh Naik will make up 
the only Indian team to partici¬ 
pate in the London to Sydney 
Rally which will begin on 
August 14. 


TPEST all-rounder and Tamil 
Nadu skipper S. Venkatragha- 
van was honoured by the Tamil 
Nadu Cricket Association. In ap¬ 
preciation of his feat of taking 
over 100 wickets in Tests and over 
1000 in first-class Cricket, the 
TNCA presented him with a me- 
momo—a beautifully mounted cric¬ 
ket ball, 

TTkUTTA ray was awarded the 
” bronze medal of the Olympic 
order for services to sport by the 
International Olympic Cmnmittee 
(IOC) sessitm in Prague. 

S AENSAK MUANGSURIN of 
Thailand retained his world 
junior welter-weight boxing title 
when he outpointed Perico Fernan¬ 
dez of Spain at Mathid. 



Remarkable pipe ceotest: Brian Cole, of Coventry, settimi 
himself the woMem in London laM week of deciding 
whether to pliv or puff his silver jubilee fan fare — and 
deciding to nmAe it He was the winner of the remarkable 
pipe contest and won a prise of £100 for his contraption. 
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Fast bowlers 

'T’HERF. is enough cricketing 
talent in the country to make 
me feet optimistic altout India’s 
chances in 'he forthcoming series 
in Australia—only the selectors 
must do a fair and imaginative 
job. 

The first priority must be the 
selection of a couple of the fastest 
bowlers in the coun’ry. Aftei all 
we cannot have forgotten what 
happened in the West Indies when 
India did not have fast enough 
bowlers for retaliatory action. 
Ghavri comes immediately to mind. 
On the faster Australian wickets 
he could pose the bumpet-unhappy 
Australian batsmen a few pro¬ 
blems. Burman is another hostile 
quickie. 

The selection of Ghavri and Uur 
man is only the starting point in 
he selection of the touring team 
But if the selectors as usual pre¬ 
fer insipid medium pacers-cum- 
batsmen of dubious ability, they 
will be starting on a false note. 

—S. Balakrishnan (Madrasi 

Harmful ? 

npAKING into consideration some 
^ recent statements regarding the 
'decline' in the standaid of the 
Indian spinners by Ghulam Ahmed, 
secretary of the Cricket Board, one 
can foresee an overthrow of the 
kingpins of the Indian attack. His 
idea to replace them with young 
blood will not only cause public 
fury and discontent but also harm 
Indian cricket in a big way. 

Sections of the Indian press 
seem to accentuate this theory. 
Personally I feel the trio are bow¬ 
ling better than ever before, espe¬ 
cially Bedi andvPrasanna. 1 agree 
statistics don’t tell the tale cor¬ 
rectly but can anyone beat this ; 

WICKETS TAKEN 


First Six Last ^ 
Tests Tests 

Bedi 16 34 

Chandra 19 25 

Prasanna 18 18 


Who are the replacements Ghu¬ 
lam Ahmed has in mind, Ashwini 
Minna and Ramiiarayan? No, let’s 
first try and groom these youngs¬ 
ters on our own wickets and retain 
our faith for the present in our 
great spinners who have rarely, 
if ever, let us down. 

—Gopal Karunakaran 
(New Delhi) 


Boost for soccer 


•T'HE Government’s clearance far 
suging the Eighth Asian School 
Soccer Tournament at Agra shortly 
is welcome. It is a laudable effort 
and surely an encouraging move 
in the right direction. India play¬ 
ing host to .several foreign nations 
including some top - outfits like 
Korea DPR, Indonesia and Iran 
shall certainly stand in good stead 
fr.r our youngsters as matches are 
to be played on a league basis. 

For, the ba.sis of further deve¬ 
lopment of Indian soccer should 
only be vested in our future pla¬ 
yers. In ‘his respect, I would sug- 
ge.st that the authorities emphasise 
mainly on tactical and technical 
training. 

In all probability our boys do 
not po.s.sess club-experience which 
r.ur senior players have. Hence, 


individual training should be im> 
parted where ability and profici¬ 
ency imporve, and subsequently, 
create better unders'anding for 
team work. At the moment, at all 
levels our soccer is in the dold¬ 
rums. Our greatest drawback in 
recent years has been the absence 
of a fast and pene rative attack. 

Despite the limitation of our 
prowess it is not beyond the realm 
of possibility for us to make a 
‘comeback’. It is now, more than 
at any other .lime, when the autho¬ 
rities concerned should sit up and 
take stock of not only players who 
will represent the country, but also 
tackle the finer points and leave 
nr hing to chance. Who knows— 
from the bunch of selected players 
— a star may be born. 

—Terence Craven (Bombay) 


A healthy mind In a healthy body 


The Soviet way 

■pODAY, big-'<ime .sport with the 
■■■ iniensive training it involves, 
calls not only for considerable 
physical effort and energy, but also 
for much time. An efficient and 
all-embracing system of physical 
training for school childien exists 
in the Soviet Union. 

This system is not geared to 
find future champions or produce 
super sportsmen. Its main aim is 
to draw millions of school-age boys 
and girls into physical culture and 
sport. 

Nineteen school children were 
members of the Soviet team for 
the Mon real Olympic games. They 
were, of cour.se, mainly senior pu¬ 
pils. Two of them — Muscovite 
Marina Koshevaya (swimming) and 
Yelera Voitsekhaskaya (diving)— 
won gold medals. Good results 
were also shown by other school 
children from various cities and 
republics of the Soviet Union. 

In all Soviet general educational 
-schools, physical training is a com¬ 
pulsory discipline. Children always 
carry sports wear in their sa’chels. 
Physical education lessons — com¬ 
petitions between classes, sports 
galas or simple games during the 
breaks—are an obligatory part of 
their school regimen. 

—Vijay Singh Rathore 
(Udaipur) 


Ignored 

HE Government gives away 
Arjuna awards to outstanding 
sportsmen in different events like 
cricket, football, tennis, badminton, 
table tennis, wrestling, athletics 
and even weightlifting. However, 
body builderss have conspicuously 
been ignored. 

It is interes'ung to note that 
while body-building competitions 
are held at various levels—state 
national and international— and 
India has participated in such com- 
peti'ions at the highest level with 
great distinction having secured 
twice the title of Mr. Universe 
through Manotash Roy and Mano- 
har Aich, sportsmen who devote 
themselves to building beautiful 
bodies and who display magnifi- 
cen' muscle control are not con¬ 
sidered for such awards. 

The name of Arjun is synonym¬ 
ous with manliness and, therefore, 
body builders have a better claim 
to such recognitions then sports¬ 
men participating in many lesser 
manly games. 

— L. N. Sanyal (Lucknow) 

Let him lead 

nr E request the selectors to 
” make E. A. S. Prasanna the 
captain of the Indian team to tour 
Australia. All cricket-loi^s know 
how Prasanna, as captain, led Kar¬ 
nataka to victory in the Ranji 
Trophy ebampionmip and the Irani 
Cup tie a few years ago. He is die 
most and experienced person in 
the present Indian team and will 
be an asset to our team-buildii^ 
aspirations. 

—N. K. Prasad and 
R. A. Chakrapani (Calcutta) 
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W HEN Richard Alford dismoun¬ 
ted from Maratha Lancer 
after the colt’s impressive victory 
in the Class V-A 1,400 metres 
Loicapavani Cup in his first appea¬ 
rance in Bangalore on June S, he 
said that he would win the Colts 
Trial Stakes. The colt's modest and 
circumspect trainer. Major V. M. 
La^ opined that he would beat the 
Bombay-based runners. Beth pre¬ 
dictions came true, both hopes 
materialised three weeks later 
when Maratha Lancer stormed to 
victory over Noble Dancer and 
Night Crown with the South India 
Major Role filling the frame. 

Maratha Lancer thus measured 
up to the promise be had shown 
’n his winning debut in Bombay 
and the fact that the Bombay 
colts dominated disproved the be¬ 
lief that the current crop of Bom¬ 
bay youngsters was a mediocre 
lot, for amongst those who failed 
to figure in the frame were Ocean 
Gold, unbeaten in five .starts in 
Bangalore, and Grand Parade, the 
winner of five races in Madras, 
Ooty and Banulore. It was as tel¬ 
ling a triumph for Bombay horse 
flesh as was the Bangalore Invita¬ 
tion Cup of 1969 when the Bom¬ 
bay contenders, headed by Venus 
de Milo, took three of the first 
four places as Buck Passer, the 
favourite, ran nowhere. 

Maratha Lancer is by Thunder- 
ing-Malibu and this is probably the 
&st time in die history of this 
1,600 metres terms race for colts 
and geldings diat a colt has emula¬ 
ted me example trf’ his sire. Thun¬ 
dering won this race in 1971 and, 
like Maratha Lancer, carried the 


A telling 

colours of the Scindias of Gwalior. 
Alford had previously won this 
race on Red Cockade in 1975. 

Thundering is by ZinoscarPin- 
nacie (by Tenerani). In a compa¬ 
ratively short career he won five 
races and was the ante post fav¬ 
ourite for the Indian 2,000 Guineas 
but did not race as he broke down 
and was retired to stud. Malibu, 
who is by Matador Parda (by Par- 
dal), won two races in England 
and seven in India and is the dam 
.of such well performed horses as 
Military and Miss Thunder. 

Thus, Maratha Lancer has the 
right bloodlines He made his 
debut in Bombay in the 1,000 
metres Ahmed I. Rahimtoola Gold 
Cup and won readily from the 
odd$-on First Flight. He then com¬ 
peted In the 1,600 metres Peggy 
Banatwalla Gold Cup as the odds- 
on choice but was beaten by Satin 



The Scindias of Gwalior lea¬ 
ding in Maratha Lancer 
(R. Alford up), winner of 
the Colts Triai Stakes. 


. I ■ . .■ 

triirmph 

Red. It was Mid at fiht thne that 
he. was a bnd case of ierc diins 
and this was borne oat Isif both his 
triumphs in Bangalwe. 

Alford kept Maratfae Lancer in 
touch as Shoiay and Smart Guy 
made a fast pace. Nofa4e Dancer 
took charge soon on hitting the 
straight and gained an effective 
lead but once Alford called on 
Maratha Lancer for an effort the 
chestnut responded immediately 
and after a brief tussle opposite 
'he stands went away for a half- 
length victory. Night Oown was 
Third, two and three-quarter leng¬ 
ths behind Noble Dancer and a 
short head in front of Major Role, 
who was the fastest moving at the 
finish. The winner’s time of 1 
minute, 40 seconds in good going 
with one-meter wide false rails 
from the 1,100 to 600 was excellent 
and was four-fifths of a second 
faster than that clocked by Red 
Satin last year. 

What does the result of this race 
and the earlier Fillies Trial por¬ 
tend for the Bangalore Derby, 
which will be run on July 24? 

There is no reason to change the 
earlier impression that the colts 
are better than the fillies, it is 
apparent that neither Ocean Gold, 
who had the double misfortune of 
having a change in rider as Nelson 
Reuben fractured his ankle in the 
s’bIIs when the colt reared up and 
had to be substituted by Umrigar 
causing a 15-minute delay and who 
received two hard knocks during 
the race, and Grand Parade, who 
also did not have toe smooth a 
passage, are out of it. Major Role 
is now very much in the reckoning 
and Noble Dancer, who looked a 
trifle light probably because of 
over preparation, will be a diffe¬ 
rent proposition. 



tlie finkh of the Colts Trial Stakes... Maratha Lancer, Noble Dancer, Nii^t Crown 

and Major Rolo, 
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Actual demonstration test! 


SAHARA VACUUM FLASK 

survived 90 km. of bad road. 

Think how safe it is in day-to-day hancffing 



,* 


Sahara's aaerat: its saamlass rafill 
makas it strongar 

Most other refills have a team—that's 
where a refill is weakest and cracks easily 
The Sahara Vacuum Flask has a seamless 
refill that makes it strong ail overt 


To demonstrate this we tested Sahara 
under an actual situation—a picnic 
We packed it in a 
hamper and drove it 
in a jeep over 90 km 
of bumpy road 
Sahara survived all 
the bumps, while 
other ordinary refills 
would have broken 
all too easily 

Yes Sahara will withstand normal shocks 
in everyday handling 


# 0 # 


Superior silver coating, to retain 
temperatures longer 

Sahara s stronger seamless refill also 
has a superioi silver coating with a perfect 
reflecting surface—to ensure that the flask 
keeps Its contents hot or cold even longer 

World-class ref ilia—in demand 
worldwide 

These strong seamless refills are 
widely exported even to sophisticated 
markets abroad Your assurance of 
Sahara s international quality 

Sahara comaa to you in • wide range 
of beautiful designs 

Stunning designsi Elegant geomalricets. 
unusual stripes brilliant florals, pretty 
nursery patterns All yours to choose fromi 
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Virginia Wadi 


OLD TRAFFORD JUANTORENA-THE RED 
FLASHBACK RUNNER TALKS 
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Lafhor SE*avmf| Cream 



MmI ^ jCaqidrlM to Parry & Co. W» Mi4rit)i} 4 Co. Pvt UA^ tpl ' • 

Marketing Division of J. K. Heteflw Curtis BoOtblqr ml DoilUL 









BIDHAN-A6 35 


flic 8 iisliig«f 81987 


* 



u:« k««|} ih«ni in ihv piduirtt 


Jotj .It is a ^cnse of belonqitn?. 
Life.. . It fhinci in a mod. mod whirl 
future . It uieurs a qrcat new look. 

It is uthcre tlieit helotni All of them. 


It IS a ijreut fcelinq 
Shared bij their world and the 
lahnc' from Shn ^mhica Group 
it IS alrcuciu here. 


Shri Ambica Mills Ltd. 



Shri Arbuda Mills Ltd. 
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BuiMthem 
bigwith . 

Incremin 




The &rst two years are 
important for the growth 
of your baby Give your 
baby Incremin drops 
during this vital period 
No more listless eating 
Instead, an appetite for 
growing! Incremin has all 
the goodness of vitamins, 
and what’s even more 
important—the vital 
amino acid, lysine—to 
utilise all the nourishinent 
from yout baby's diet. 


DROPS—for babies from 2 months to 2 veers 
SYRUP—for children upto 14 years 


Incremin Tonic 

turns extra eating into extra growth 


The name duciors inist fi(ge»ni 3 A division of Cyanamid India Limited ‘Regtsiered trade mark of American Cyanamid Company 


Slsla's.|NC.3a4 R/tt 
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SHAKAD KOTNIS: 


And now the 


cycles grind 
to a halt 


T is heartening to note that the Indian Olympic 
AssocimitHi has stepped in to resolve the dis¬ 
pute in the Amateur Aoiletics Federation of India, 
indications are that the AAFI’s general council meet¬ 
ing, scheduled to be held in D«hi on July 30, will 
try to patch up die rift and arrive at a compromise 
as regards the claims of Buta Singh and S. R. 
Shorma for die presidentdiip of the AAFI. 

Equally welcome is the lOA move to set up a 
sports tribunal to deal with disputes in sports fede¬ 
rations and state associations. It is hoped that this 
machinery will be able to resolve the rifts in the 
volleyball and wrestling federations as well as the 
disputes in the Punjab and Delhi football associa¬ 
tions. 

Another dispute which demands the urgent 
attention of the lOA is the one involving the rival 
cycling associations in Karnataka. The Cycling Fede¬ 
ration of India has failed to resolve the deadlock, 
widi the result that the National Cycling Champion¬ 
ships allotted to Karnataka and scheduled to be 
held on February 18, 1977 could not be held before 
the season ended in May 1977. 

Because of the dispute between the Karnataka 
Cycling Association and the Karnataka Amateur 
Cycling Association, the Nationals were postponed 
on die pretext of the Lok Sabha elections. The 
decision was officially communicated to the affiliates 
barely 10 days before the scheduled date—February 
18, 1977—and the affiliates were caught on the 
wrong foot in the matter of disposing off tickets. 
All the preparations of the cyclists over the months 
went in vain—not to speak of their disappointment. 

It was explained at that time that the Nationals 
would be held, definitely in April 1977. However, 
when even by the first week of May. no progress 
was possible, die CFI executive committee expressed 
its di^ieasure at any further postponement. The 
KACA r^resentative assured me meeting that the 
Nationals would, positively, be held at the latest by 
June 15. The members felt that if the Nationals 
could not be conducted before June 30, they should 
not be held as the cyclists would not be able to 
train in the monsoon. 

Now it has been decided to hold the Nationals 
at Bangalore from July 8 to 13 this year. But some 
of die affiliates doubt wdiether diis is possible. An 
observer ^ the CFI who was sent to Bangalore in 
die first week of June found that the track at the 
Kantemrava Stadium was totally unsuitable and 
needed major repairs. Moreover, the nmnsoon has 
already set in in Bangalore and the condition of 
the track is bound to deteriorate further. 

Because of die uncmtointy of the dates of the 
Nadonals, most of the leading cyclists have stopped 
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STOP PRESS 

As trs go to press cones an 
unconfimed report from 
Delhi that the Indian 
Olynple Association has 
taken a resolution stating 
that If the Indian Hockejr 
Federation does not nend 
its ways It faces disaffiliation* 


COVER: The king and queen eS the centenary 
Wimbledon . . . Bjorn Borg (left) and Virginia 
Wade. 


training. The month of July is most unsuitable for 
a meet as the cycling season ended in May. Maha¬ 
rashtra, who finished second in the last Nationals, 
have decided not to participate at Bangalore. This 
decision has been taken in consultation with die 
cyclists who feel they have been let down after all 
the hard work they have put in for four months. 
Madhya Pradesh are also not participsting. Many 
other associations are expected to cry oH. 

The CFI should have handled this issue firmly. 
By allowing matters to drift it has achieved nothing, 
bar unnecessary anxiety and diMppointment to the 
cyclists. 
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Old Trafford flashback — ---- — —by 8 . b. Hama 

Sublime to ridiculous 


S one thinks back over the 21 
An^o-Australian Tests which 
have taken place at Old Trafford, 
En^and winning 5 and Australia 
4, with 12 drawn, the battle for the 
'Ashes’ is ^itomised in two Tests 
at this historic venue, in which 
two bowlers—one on either side— 
gave a never-to-be-forgotten match- 
inning performance. Yes, for 
many Manchester simply means 
Jim Laker 1956 and Richie Benaud 
1961. 

Jim Laker’s match aggregate of 
19 wickets for 90 runs are Ae best- 
ever, not merely in any of the 804 
Tests hitherto played, but also in 
all first-class cricket. His 10 for 53 
in Australia’s second innings is the 
only instance of its kind in a Tost 
by a bowler of any country. 

Benaud’s memorable 6 for 70 did 
not break the record of F. Laver’s 8 
for 31 in the 1909 drawn Test at 
Manchester as the best by an Aus¬ 
tralian bowler in a Test at any 
ground in England, but it symboli¬ 
ses cricket’s first principle that a 
match is never won or iMt till the 
last ball is bowled, as Benaud in 
the space of two hours turned 
almost certain defeat into total 
victory. 

By contrast, journeying from the 
sublime to the ridiculous, we have 
that terrible bore of the 1964 Man¬ 
chester Test when Australia took 
almost 13 awful hours to compile 


656 for 8 declared — the highest 
total ever i cached in anv of the 
48 Tests played at Old Trafford by 
six countries, in the course of 
which the Aussie skipper Bob 
Simpson scored 311 — the highest 
individual innings in any Manches¬ 
ter Test. In reply, England batted 
on well into the post-tea session on 
the fifth day to total 611, with Ken 
Barrington making 256 — the 
highest by an England player in a 
Test at Manchester against any 
country. 

The first-ever Test at Old Traf- 
ford took place in 1884, with Eng¬ 
land being shot out in the first in¬ 
nings for 95 — the lowest total by 
fhe home team in any Test at this 
venue against Australia. The 1888 
Manchester Test was a low-scoring 
thriller, with 18 Australian wkfc^ 
falling for an aggregate of 119 runs 
before lunch in a single session of 
play! In other words, NINE Aussies 
batted TWICE in the pre-lunch pe¬ 
riod of the secom) and last day of 
play, as Australia were blown to 
smithereens for 81 and 70 — the 
latter being the lowest-ever total 
by Australia in any Test at Man¬ 
chester. 

The Old IVafford Test of 1896 be¬ 
tween England and Australia is 
something India can well be proud 
about! It set up a record, uubroken 
to this day, for the most runs 
scored by one team in the pre- 
lunch session mi any day of a Test, 


when England took the score from 
109 for 4 to 305 all out, l.e. a total 
of 1% runs for the loss of 6 wic¬ 
kets in the two-hour session before 
lunch on the third day, when K. S. 
Ranjitsinhji hit a magnificent 154 
not out. 

The 23-year old Ranji, making 
his debut in this Test, went from 
an overnight 41 to 154 before the 
innings ended — the first batsman 
in Test history to score a century 
before lunch. He reached his SO 
in 85 minutes, and raced to 100 in 
just 2 hours 10 minutes with the 
sort of dazzling strokeplay which 
eye-witnesses described as “magi¬ 
cal”, “fantastic” and “amazing”. 

Australia, requiring only 125 to 
win, had to fight tooth and nail 
before scraping home by 3 wickets 
against what has been described as 
“perhaps the greatest sustained 
effwt ever accomplished by a fast 
bowler”, with the incomparable 
Tom Richardson bowling with lion- 
hearted courage and unrelenting 
hostility for 3 hours 10 minutes 
without respite, to return fabulous 
figures of 6 for 76 to add to his 
first innings’ 7 for 168. Truly, one 
of the greatest Test matches of all 
time! 

Ranjitsinhji’s last Test appea¬ 
rance, also at Old Trafford, in 1902, 
was equally memorable, so far as 
the occasion wa.s concerned though 
he failed per.sonaliy. Au.vtraJia won 
this Test by the hair-raisin" mar- 



Bob Simpaafi grinds M hi 
his mammoth 311 
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■in 3 runt (England, needing 
just J24 to win, were bowled out 
for 1201) and Victor Trumper 
scored a breathtaking century b<^ 

! ore lunch on the first day in a 
unch-time total of 173 for 1 in 100 
minutes* play after a start delayed 
for 20 minutes due to raini Tell 
Kerry Packer’s tricket circus to 
match all these stirring deeds! 

But, for me, the most lasting 
memory of an Anglo-Australian 
Test at Old Trafiord will forever 
remain Denis Compton's heroic in- 
njngs in 1948 after he had been 
knocked out by a Ray Lindwall 
bouncer. Retiring hurt at 32 for 2, 
Compton came out again to resume 


his tanings at 119 for 5 with Sng 
lud in trouble on the opening day, 
after stitches were inserted m a 
serious head-wound, wearing a 
large strip of plaster like a badge 
of defiance. 

Compton was 64 not out in a 
close«f-pIay score of 231 for 7, and 
the next day when England were 
ail out for 363 Compton was still 
there — fighting like mad and un¬ 
conquered — 145 not out! This is 
the stuff which makes cricket the 
great game it is, and it moved 
Charles Bray to make an immortal 
comment in the “Daily Herald": 
“Compton saved England’s face at 
the expense of his own.’’ 
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One of Laker’s 19 victims . . . Harvey bowled fmr 0 




Nov/ it’s all-out war 


tT is all-out war between Austra- 
lien TV magnate Kerry Packer 
and the world’s cricket authorities 
from now on. 

Packer stm-med out of Lord’s 
last week after his talks with re¬ 
presentatives of the International 
Cricket Conference had blown up. 

Then he declared; “I will take no 
Steps at all to help anybody now. 
Prom here on it is every man for 
himself and the devil take the 
hindmofit.” 

To underline his intentions he 
promptly announced that his sign¬ 
ings of world Test players have 
bmn stepped up to 51—and that 
includes 16 of the West Indies 
Test squad. 

Packer told his story of the two- 
hour meeting in grai^ic terms. 

“We just didn’t get together at 
all,” he said. “I was prepared to 
climb out of this business alto- 
gBther — I don’t want to control 
cricket and never have. 

*T said the whole thing could go 
back te the cmtrol of the various 
Boards of Ctuitrol, if the players I 


have signed were not victimised, 
and that I would withdraw from 
the scene completely. 

"In return I wanted my TV con>- 
p«ny to be able to buy the exclu¬ 
sive TV rights of Tests in Australia 
at the end of the present three- 
year contract, held by the Austra¬ 
lian Broadcasting Commission. But 
that is where the whole thing fell 
down. 

“I was prepared to compromise 
on everything else suggested—and. 
on at least five major issues, we 
seemed to make progress. 

“For a time 1 thought we could 
reach agreement but out of stub¬ 
bornness on that extra point—not 
by me—it all broke down. 

“But my Super-Test series will 
certainly go ahead this winter and, 
if any action is taken against my 
players, our atthude will harden.” 

When I asked if his English pla¬ 
yers would no longer be availaUe 
for official Tests, Packer snapped; 
“Home Tests here diould not be 
affected." 

A Lord’s statement later con¬ 


by CRAWFORD 
WHITE 


firmed that five major points of 
compromise, had bran amicablbf 
discussed:— 

1: That the programme (six weeks 
unless otherwise agreed) and 
venues are acceptable to the 
home authority. 

2: No player to participate with¬ 
out permission of his home au¬ 
thority. 

3 ; Teams taking part could not be 

presented as national teams. 

4 ; Players contacted to Packer to 

be available for Test and first- 
class fixtures. 

5 : The home authwity must he 

aUe to honour all commitments 
to existing sponsdrcL 

But on the issue of exclusive TV 
rights, I.C.C. secretary Jack Bailey 
said: “The meeting felt it was 
wrong in principle for this demand 
to be accepted, committing deci¬ 
sions so far ahead, and it was un¬ 
animously rejected.” 

A full report will now go to the 
annual meeting of the International 
Cricket Conference on July 26. 
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]a JOHN BORG . . . born June 6, 
^ 19Sfi, is the youngest man ever 
to vrin WinU>ledon twice in a row. 
He was, in fact, the most remark¬ 
able teenager die game has ever 
seen. The amazing maturity of this 
blond Wede, allied to the unusual 
technique of his whiplash topqpin 
drives — his two-handed backhand 
is almost impossible to volley 
against — won him the Wimbledon 
crown last year. It wasn’t very dif¬ 
ferent this year and the climax 
came in the semis and the final 
vdiere ce beat first Vitas Gerulaitis 
then Jimmy Connors in two Titanic 
struggles that left him undoubtedly 
the King of Wimbledon. 

What makes him such a sure- 
shot? Maybe the answer lies in the 
fact that beneath the shy diffident 
exterior lurks the heart of a savage 
tiger — a voracious man-eater that 
prowls unobtrusively in the shadows 
of a set and pounces suddenly, 
without warning, on an unsuspec¬ 
ting opponent to devour games 
wholesale unti’ the victim is con¬ 
sumed. 


VIRGINIA WADE has waited a 
^ long time to win the WimUe- 
don title. To some of her followers 
It feels like the whole 100 years. 
But the British No. 1 had a mess¬ 
age of hope for all of them. In this 
special year she is a special cham¬ 
pion. And to those who have al¬ 
ways fiuspacted that temperament 
is her oiggest stumbling block, die 
retorts: “I have not had one care¬ 
less moment on the court. People 
talk about my suspect tempera¬ 
ment — but that’s an out of date 
opinion”. Well it’s taken 15 whole 
years to prove that. 

What was it like those past 
years? “One of the reasons Wimble¬ 
don is so difficult for me is the 
expenditure of emotional energy,” 
she said. “They put me on centre 
court almost every match. I’d get 
on centre court and everytime I’d 
half miss the ball, there’d be great 
gasps and sighs. On the big points, 
tfaere’d be absolute silence. I’d 
play, tough opponents on centre 
court, which is exhausting, and 
then lose to some" idiot on the back 
courts. Finally I’ve gotten used to 
it so I don’t mind. Finally the pub¬ 
lic has gotten used to me so they 
don’t get so nervous. Now I’ve 
learned how to cope. . . ” 


' 'I- 


Hall Bjorn, Virginia 



Virginia Wade, the queen of Wimbledon ’77 and Bjorn 
Borg (below) the king. 
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The frightening force that is Borg 


JCHftN BORG headed towards 
. hU second successive WimMe< 
don title with die frightening force 
id a ruBOway train. 

He blasted Uie Nastaae out of 
his path in Just over an hour and 
a half of Centre Court magic. 

A year ago in the final, Nastase 
made a match of his meeting with 
Borg, going down 9-7 in the third 
set. 

This lime he didn’t have a 
chBnce->end played like it, giving 
the crowd his full repertoire of 
swearing,, stalling and behaving 
like a little boy lost when a man 
of his SO years ought to be concen¬ 
trating on his tennis 

Borg won M, fi-6, 6-3. And frinn 
the moment he hit the first of his 
many scorching forehand winners, 
Nastase, Berg and the 15,000 lucky 
enou^ to see it understood that 
this was not to be Nastase’s day. 

It wasn't. He tried all his tricks 
— arguing, swearing, contesting 
line calls which he thought were 
worth 'iiaking a fuss about and 
occasionally producing touches of 
the talent that makes a mockery 
of the fact that he has never won 
the Wimbledon crown. 

His drop shots, perfectly execu¬ 


ted, frequently caught Borg out of 
position. Some of nis cross couri 
angled shots had winner stamped 
rigtit through. 

But it was always a match that 
belonged to the magnificent young 
Borg, 21 only three weeks ago. 
who played with the maturity, 
power and poise of a real cham¬ 
pion. 

Here was the kin& back at the 
scene of his coronation and enjoy¬ 
ing every minute. He rationed Nas¬ 
tase to just seven points in the 
first set. 

Borg is normally a slow starter. 
This lime it took him only 16 
minutes to get the scoreboard 
lights flashing out the message of 
hi.s first set ma-stery. 

Nastase was struggling. He be¬ 
came involved in a battle of word.s 
with umpire Jeremy Shales and 
appeared to lose his concentration 
completely. 

Nartase’s last stand came in the 
seventh game of the final sei. 
which he won on hi.s eighth game 
point hut Borg won the next to 
love for 5-3 and promptly wrapped 
it all up with a forehand service 
return. 


The eclipse 

A S the sun shone through on 
^ Wimbledon in its centenary 
yesu*, a cloud crossed the famous 
Centre C.ourr. 

Billie-Jean King, heroine of .so 
many \Vimbledon triumphs and 
dramas, saw her dream of adding 
the championship she needs for a 
history-making 20 titles collapse. 



The anguiah of BitUe-Jean 


of Billie-Jean 

For Billie-Jean, now 33 and back 
this year espstialiv to try to break 
the 19-title record of pre-war star 
Elizabeth Ryan, the singles was the 
main attraction. Chris Evert put 
paid to that hope. 

It is now bit uphill road if she 
is to carve that special place in the 
history books for Wimbledon’s 
second 100 years. 

As the Centre Court held its 
breath, willing her on, Billie-Jean 
-' was beaten in an epic quarter-final 
by her successor as the top player 
in women’s tennis, Chris Evert. 

And it was reigning champion 
Chris Evert who summed up the 
difference between the BUlie-Jean 
of 1977 and the bouncing girl who 
won the first of her «x singles 
titles 11 years ago. 

"Billie-Jean just didn’t have her 
usual zest. %e didn't have the fire 
in her eyes which I usually see.” 

It was that close. The tiny dif¬ 
ference which the crowd can sense 
but can’t actually see. Chris won 
6-1, 6*2. But it was never so one¬ 
sided as it appears. Billie-Jean was 
still fighting, still contesting every 
point, even at 5-1 down in 9ie sec¬ 
ond set. The former champion 
strug^ed, floundered in her bid to 
reclmm her throne. 



John McEnroe . . . star 
of tomorrow 


A gutsy lad 

I OHN P. McENROE made a sen- 
V sational journey through the 
Centenary Wimbledon 

The lA-year-old American with 
the Doris Day hairstyle and G I 
language bntued through to the 
semi-finals and a meeting with fa¬ 
vourite Jimmy Connors. There, of 
course,. the rood ended. Connors 
won 6-3, 6-3, 4-6. 

Connors had never met New Yor¬ 
ker McEnroe. When he did on the 
Centre Court, he found himself 
facing -1 brash sawn-off mirror 
image of himaelf. 

McEnroe may be die first quali¬ 
fier to reach siidi an exalted stage 
in the championships, and the 
youngest ever semi-finalist, but Be 
was by no m»ns overawed. 

"I don’t let Wimbledon or die 
opposition intimidate me,’*'be says. 
“Tnat’s the way to lose matches.” 

Yes, there were few traces of 
nerves as McEnroe, America's lea- 
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ding junior, scored a magnifioent 
d-a, 8-9, &3, 64 win over Aii» 

tralian No. 13 seed Riil Dent in 
3. hrs 9 mins. 

John P. — standing for Patrick 
— is just out of hi^ school and 
looks It with his chubby legs and 
downy cheeks. 

Yet his salty oacourt language 
haa already earned him a repri.. 
mand from referee Fred Hoyles. 

There were occasional expletive 
explosions against Dent especially 
in the second set vdien, at set point 
in the tie-break, his hard driven 
forehand was called out. 

was really aggravated.” he 
said. *T’m sure the umpire theutdit 
the ball was good, but he refused 
to pressure the linesman.” 

McEnroe’s outburst brought a 
ripple of slow hand claps and the 
sharp order from the umpire to 
get on with the game. That he did, 
to gain an historic victory widi his 
fifth match point against an oppo¬ 
nent increasin^y troubled by a 
diigh strain. 

McEnroe, who has won junior 
events in Dallas, Rome and Paris 
in the past two months is due to 
start at Stanford University, Cali¬ 
fornia in September. 

"Now I’ll have to decide my 
whole future witii my parents," 
he said. “The decision on vdiether 
or not to turn pro has been press¬ 
ed on me a bit quicker than I ex¬ 
pected.” 

It has proved an expensive de¬ 
lay. McEnroe’s amateur status has 
cost him £4,000 at Wimbledon 
alope so far. 



ever ,. . a worthy loser indeed 



Curtains for reigning dnovion Chris Evert,.. Yfegiaia Wade reedves congntulatieoa 
after toppling the champion 6-2, 46, 6-1 
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nOD LAVfiR i* ctnf «l dt«M teii< 
ois immortab %»tw Bixteiwif tb* 
Umia of ponibility b^ond the 
limits of the ^lectator't imagiiui- 
twn 

There are few sportsojen who 
achieve dus — Piggott in racing, 
Pete in soccer, Barry John in rug¬ 
by 

All have the capacity to perform 
technical feata wbkb split seconds 
beforehand s#>em impombie 

And here we were reminded, per¬ 
haps for the last ume, that in 
Laver’s lightweight frame were 
assembled a greater range of da< 
zling strokes than possessed even by 
such giants as Tilden, Perrv, 
Budge, Kramer and Hoad 

The sun seemed to go down on 
an incomparable career as Laver, 
39 this autumn, was finally ground 
into submissK n by a hunk of Texas 
beef named Dick i>to<~kton, H stars 
his jumni 

Stotkion the ninth seed, won 
36 97 o4, 7*; It wasn’t the 
older Ilian’s talent which gave out, 
but aftei nearly three houis his 
legs 

When I aver led by a set and 
4 1 we sensed palpitatingly that 
he might just defy his years and 
put back the clock to the glorious 
’sixties when he won four Wimbk 
dons and two Grand Slums 

Again and again the perfection 


Exit Tanner 

T OHN LI OYD smashed No 4 
^ sttfd Rostoe Tanner of the 
United States m the fiist round 

The 22 yeat old British Davis Cup 
stai was mobbed by a crowd m 
teenage girls as he came erff No 1 
Court a 3 6, 6 4, 6 4, 8 6 winner— 
less than two hours aftei the start 
of the championships 

But fair haired Llovd admitted 
“That is probably the most satis 
fying win of my life, bur if I ployed 
him tomorrow, after he'd won u 
round, I’d probably get hammered 

“If you ate going to beat a seed 
you have the best chance in the 
first lound, so I just decided to go 
out and play the best 1 could ’’ 

It was thoroughly deserved, too, 
even though Tanner was caught on 
a day when his 140 miles an hour 
serve was not at its most fn^ten 
ing — the court was too soft for 
that 

But Lloyd's serve did work and 
he hammered returns of Tannei’s 
second delivery with tremendous 
overleaf 


Sun sets 

of his ground stridces wrong-footed 
the stooe faced Texan — runner-up 
to WCT champion Jim Connors 
aiKl whose single stroke ol brtl- 
liaiice is a cross-court backhand 
from the baseline 

Repeatedly Laver drew the odd 
gasps of admiration as he began 
moving into position for a second 
shot almost before he had comple¬ 
ted the follow thiough of the first 
— knowing wheie Stockton would 
return tiic ball But the lexan 
whose prolonged meditation before 
each service threatened to push 
Wimbledon into a third week was 
ultiiiiately to<i powerful I aver in 
crea^'iiiglY fading 

Stcikton loimented ai the slut 
kept (ommi! on and on a bull of 
hugs icsuiiicts The oiuc careless 


on Laver 


matador was never gored, but ftN** 
ced to concede the duel 

He said afterwarihi "I knew 
Dickie would be nervous I had a 
lot of chances 1 just wasn’t quite 
aggressive enough My serve let me 
down 

*T felt I had the second set may¬ 
be that was my problem, 1 played a 
slack game at 4-1 when I should 
have tightened up 

“It’s great to be back aft«r 
seven veais, particularly with the 
memories I have I always think I 
played my best tennis at Wimble¬ 
don If I am playing fsell, I would 
like to come back again ” 

Amen to that 

— DAVID MILLER 



Red Lavm*... flashes of bcitliance in a farewell appearance 
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It ttxrie hitR.« while to w«i% «i|> 
to the poKcibilitiei of (coring a 
famous victory — he didn’t get a 
polht in the imn three games—but 
once Uoyd overcame bis Initial ner- 
. Ves he played with impressive con¬ 
fidence. 

> Lloyd admitted he got nervous 
when Tanner, a 7-1 shot with the 
'i; hookies, saved two match points 
hut a superb service return on the 
next point gave the American no 
chance and Lloyd leapt for joy, 
punching the air with both hand.s. 

-IAN BARNES 

Nasty Nastase 
in a farce 

1 LIE NASTASE w a .s given a 
police escort through an angry, 
Jeering crowd to the dressing room 
after the moody Rumanian had bea¬ 
ten Andrew Pattison 7-9, 3-6, 7-5, 
g-6, 6-3 in a marathon match which 
teetered between high farce and 
near homicide. 

Pattison was treated to the whole 
* range of the Nastase antics: ques- 
tioned line calls . . . running re- 

S artee with the crowd . • ■ and. 

nally, Nastase diving off court 
and hiding behind a tarpaulin 
cover, 

It was all too much fnr the fair 
haired Rhodesian. He blatantly re¬ 
fused to shake hands with Nastase 
as the match ended in a storm of 
boos. 



”u' > iV,1 1" 


Pattison was clearly livid a.s he 
he said: "His behaviour was an 


Hie Na.stase tormented Pattison of Rhodesia, the line 
judges and the umpire . . . still the crowd loved him 


The bad, bad boys 
from New York 


yITAS GERULAITIS and John 

’ McEnroe, who both live with¬ 
in a few minutes of the home of 
the United States Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships at Forest Hills, New 
Vork. and who were both in the 
last four at Wimbledon, .stand 
accused of a common crime—bad 
language. 

Both were warned about their 
loose tongues, Gerulaitis more 
severely, by the Wimbledon referee 
Fi'tn’ Hoyles, and were asked to 
keep their Kps more firmly button¬ 
ed. 

Gerulaitis was seeded to reach 
the quarter-finals, but McEnroe, 
only 18, has come all the way from 
the qualifying cmupetition, a re¬ 


markable feat in the siiongest field 
in world tennis. 

The flamboyant Gerulaitis. v/hr. 
owns two Rolls-Royces, a..‘flor-sche. 
and a Mercedes, is Brook^n horn 
of Lithuanian slock and anyone 
who comes i oiu those origtn.s 
might feel that the odd blasphemy 
is part of normal living. 

Wimbledon has to clamp down 
r.n swearing (after all, spectators 
are extremely close to the action) 
but everyone in the field could 
have been guilty at one stage or 
another. 

Players from non-English speak¬ 
ing countries often use their own 
language to express their feelings 
— without offending anyone. 


absolute disgrace. He changed the 
whole complexiM) of the match.” 

The trouble started in the sec- 
ond set. Nastase queried a call and 
the umpire refused to change it. 
After much grimacing, Nastase 
called foi referee Fred Hoyles. 

Hoyles did not come. But he did 
in the fourth set when, with the 
score .it 4-3 to Pattison, Nastase 
again argued about a call. Nastase 
stalled, demanded the referee, and 
then ducked under the tarpaulin. 

‘‘Play on, Nastase,” called the 
umpire, “otheiwise. . . ” 

The sentence was left uncomple¬ 
ted. Nastase was back on court Iqr 
the time Hoyles arrived with David 
Mills, secretary of the All-England 
Club. 

And, as Hoyles watched intently 
Nastase managed to behave himsmf 
rlatively. well for the reat itf the 
match. 

— DAVID EMERY 
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S HE may have lost the battle— 
but Tracy Austin won 14,000 
hearts as she esKhanted Wimble^ 
don's Centre Court with her pre- 
cocious talem. 

Chris Evert, normally a favou¬ 
rite whenevm' she appears on 
court, was con^iletely upstaged in 
everything but the score. 

It seems almost unkind to record 
that Miss Evert won 6-1, 6-1, for 
14-year-old Miss Austin, the youn¬ 
gest player ever to appear on the 
world’s most famous tennis turf, 
was far better than the score 
suggests. 

She is a sporting marvel. She 
nits the ball—double-fisted on the 
backhand and ferociously on the 
forehand—like the champion she 
will surely be by the 1980s. 

But she is still such a little slip 
of a girl. Her fair hair is tied back 
in bunches. 

Her white dress, trimmed blue 
bow at the back, looks as if it could 
have been borrowed from the set 
of Alice in Wonderland. 

And yet, ju.st like a fairy story, 
she actually led the great Even foi 
one game and six times had points 
to win games she eventually lost. 

It was. perhaps, the impo.ssible 
dream that she might win. But ice 
maiden Evert, a comparative ve¬ 
teran at 22, can never have been 
so nervy as she was for the 50 
minutes she was kept on court. 

"When 1 walked out on court I 
was sick to my stomach," Chris 
admitted later. “The crowd was 
really pulling for Tracy.” 

"I’m ju.st glad it’s over After 


A star is born 

dii^ playing Billie-Jean King wilt 
be a piece of cake, meDtally.” 

Whenever Tracy outplayed Chris, 
leaving herself a volley or a smash 
into a clear court, she swooped on 
her wintdng strokes with a fri^- 
tening ruHuessness. 

She admitted: “Chris was a lot 
stronger than I expected. But I 
thou^t I played pretty well. I just 
wish 1 could play it all over again. 

"f was pretty excited and I’ve 
had a lot of fun,” said the young 
lady who had to be shown by Chris 
Evert before the matdi how to 
curtsy to the Royal box. 

New look Wade 

Y^IRCINIA WADE has changed 
’ not only her hair style. At an 
exceptionally late stage—32 next 


moBtfi—she has Introduced 
alterations in technique. 

Ginny, in ati attempt to elhui- 
nate inconsistmicies which iisve 
characterised her volatUe carem*, 
has had surgery on her service and 
forehand. 

She has simplified her service 
"wind-up,” removing a waggle and 
altered her fordhand backswing— 
her suspect flank. 

The changes—worked out with 
American coach Gerry Teeguarden 
—have showed obvious dividends. 

Virginia, third seed behind Chris 
Evert and Martina Navratilova, has 
finally won title that has eluded 
her for IS ye^s. 

She said afterwar^: “I’ve been 
working at these things for some 
months, but it’s not something I 
want to go into dcitail.” 

The new hair style adds to Vir- 
ginia’.s aura of lithe, muscular 
purp<'''ufulness. 



Virginia Wade . . . telling changes 










This family's weakness for Vinkoia-12 
is their greatest strength! 


vinkola-12 


the iron tonic with Vitamin B,, 


for an active, healthy life 


Come alive with health Let life be fun Take 
Vinkola'12 every day 

Vinkola-12 doubles the energy output in every 
body. Naturally. It contains body-building 
ingredients a unique balance of Iron and 
Vitamin Bu plus Glycerophosphates 




Standard 


So make Vinkola-12 your family's 
weakness too—like Amol Palekar's— 
for an active, healthy life 


STANDARD PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 
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npHAT in South America where 
forwards, and raal^oren in 
particular, corner the limelight a 
daop defender should win the poll 
to pick the best player of the con¬ 
tinent for the third year running 
•->eo unprecedented feat — is clear 
evidence of which way the wind is 
blowing in football. 

As a matter of fact the winners 
in the other three years — the poli 
is in its sixth year—have all been 
forwards. Peru’s 1970 World Cup 
star Teofilo Cubillas won it in 1971, 
Brasilian 1970 World Cup heroes, 
Tostao in 1971 and the legendary 
Pele in 1973. 

The South Americans have a 
rich tradition of imagination and 
improvisation in attack, features 
that have had the sturdier and 
tougher Europeans gasping in won¬ 
der. But with the stress diese days 
on extraordinary physical fitness, 
speed and work rate and greater 
attention to compact, almost im 
penetrable defences, the ^uth 
Americans have found the plums 
of international football — die 
Olympic Games title and the FIFA 
World Cup as well as the inter¬ 
continental club championship— 
being snatched more and more by 
the Europeans 


So much so that managers of 
countries like Brazil, Argentina- - 
both are considered favourites for 
next year's FIFA World Cup to be 
held in Argentina, Uruguay and 
others have sought in recent years 
to blend the natural ball skills of 
their players with the robustness 
of The Europeans. 

But Elias Figueroa Brander is no 
mere physical type of footballer. 
He is extremely pf^d and would 
have acquitted nimself well in any 
poaiticm. Despite his playing for 
Chile in international football and 
not for one of the diree giants of 
die continent his unbounded talent 
and skills have been «mly too ap¬ 
parent for Penarol of Uru^y and 
later Intamaclonal of Brazil to seek 
hie aervicea. Thia aeason he return¬ 
ed to Chile end plays for Palettino. 


I ' U If 

7%e way 


^ phtatts and 




the wind 


is blowing 


Internacionsl released him reluc¬ 
tantly because Figueroa was home¬ 
sick and the 300,000 dollars that 
Palestine paid for his transfer is 
considered a bargain price! 


Seventeen (!) points behind 
Figueroa in second place came 
Brazilian Zico, of Flamengo, who is 
expected to be one of his country’s 
aces for die next World Cup. A 
more seasoned and reliable pillar 
of Brazil’s hopes for Argentina is 
Roberto Rivelino. The midfield star 
svith the deadliest free kick from 
Fluminese finished third in the poll 
with 31 points. 

Three other Brazilians were in 
the first ten. 1974 World Cup skip¬ 
per Luis Pereira, who now plays 
foi Atletico Madrid in Spain as a 
stalwart central defender, secured 
19 points and fifrh place, Paulo 
Cesar, another World Cup star 
from Fluminese, obtained 10 points 
and joint seventh place with two 
Argentinians and Leivinha, a col¬ 
league of Luis Pereira at Atletico 
Ma^id, nine points and tenth 
place Former winners Pele, who 
will be concluding his contract 
with New York Cosmos in Septem- 


The coovlete Uat of players 
chosen by 18 Jouraalista, inmdlng 
one this year from dw United 
^tes —■ each has five choices, in 
the poll conducted by the aewa- 
paper, “El Mundo’’, of Caracas. 
Venezuela, is: 

I. Elias Figueroa (Palestino—51 

votes), 2. Zico (Flamengo—34), 3. 
R. Rivelino (Flununese^l), 4. 
Gatti (Boca Juniors, ^rgent]|la— 
29), S. Luis Pereira (i-ileiko Ma¬ 
drid—19), 6. Fernando Morena 

(Penarol, Un^ay—^12), 7. Datiid 
Passarella (River Plate, Argen¬ 
tina), Paulo Cefar (Fluminese) and 
Beto Alonso (ArgMitina all 10), 10. 
Leivinha (Atletico Madrid—9). 

II. Percy Rojas (Sporting Cri- 
stal, Peru-^), 12. Rene Houseman 
(Huracan, Argentina—6), 13. 
Scotu (Seville, Spain—5), 14. Bar- 
toni (Independienie, Argentina), 
Nelinho ((jnizein^ Brazil^), 16. 
Spedaletti (Everton, Chile), Palina 
(Cruzeiro), Doval (Flanmuo) and 
Roberto Perfumo (River Plate—all 
3). 


20 Keosseian (Danubio, Uru¬ 
guay), Melendez (Juan Aurlch, 
Peru), Teofilo Cubillas (Sporting 
Cristal) and Pele (Cosmo*—all 2), 
24 Cachito Ramirez (Universidad, 
Mexico), Joaozinho (Cruzeiro), 
Diarte (Zarago/a, Spain), Nicolas 
Novello (Union Espanola, Chile), 
Barbadillo (Leon, Mexico), Liziar^ 
(Cuenca, Ecuador), Robwto Dini- 
mita (Vasco da Gama, Brazil) and 
Cueto (Alianza, Peru—all 1). 




V TENNIS 




Tennis need not 
be an expensive 
sport—if yon 
work it right. 



“We can use these if you like. They only have 

mmiemMmft two sets on them.** 

Sg3mra3ift 


If 
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Athletics notes 


A man called horse 


A LBERTO JUANTORENA the 
^ greateft adilete of the Moatreal 
Otjnapics, is to Cubans, El Cahallo, 
which can be dramatically transla¬ 
ted as “A mail called horse.” 

In terms of foot racing, he epito¬ 
mises the Bard’s thoughts on Julius 
Caesar: “Why, man, he doth be¬ 
stride the narrow world like a 
Colossus; and‘we petty men walk 
under his huge legs and peep 
about.” 

Less poetic, but equally an ac¬ 
colade, is the comment from Ame¬ 
rican Mai Whitfield, himself 
twice a fine Olympic 800 metres 
champion when I was a teeilager: 
“He’s pheiKHnenal. He’s got about 
a nine foot stride and reminds me 
of myself out there. He’s what the 
future’s going to be like in run¬ 
ning.” 

In power and confidence certain¬ 
ly. Perhaps, also, in outlook. For, 
unlike westerners who run to prove 
themselves, or box or play tennis 
because they want to become 
millionaires, Juantm-ena can easily 
be labelled as a political animal. 

This, after all, is the Olympic 
champion who said at his Montreal 
press conference; “I dedicate this 
gold medal to Fidel Castro and the 
revolution” and reiterated in Lon¬ 
don at anoUier press conference at 
Crystal Palace recently; “My even¬ 
tual wish is to compete in the So¬ 
viet Union, the land of Lenin, in 
the next Olynqtics.” 

I asked the 25-year-old economics 
student from the University of 
Havana about how Cuban politics 
had changed his life. When be was 
young, he said, his father was un¬ 
employed, life was hard. They 
didn’t know when they could eat. 

Then, after 1959, life was more 
stable, it became possible to have 
education, regular meals and “to 
demonstrate the triumphs of Socia¬ 
lism in sport.” 

Now in theory, I don’t find all 
this too hard to take since I am 
inclined to agree with George 
Orwell that the man who says poli- 
tici has no place in art, or sporr 
is himself expressing a political 
attitude. 

But Juantorena was being so po- 
faced. having kept the press wait¬ 
ing more than an hour that 1 then 
deliberately asked if sport made 
him personally happy. Did he enjoy 
it for its own sake? 

He could not, he replied through 
an intenweter — though he can 
speak English — split aside this 
kind of coiiciqiit from the revolu¬ 
tion and the prowess of Socialism. 
There was a dual pleasure. 

His feelings were tied up with 
living and experiencing a govern¬ 
ment system which backed him and 


made everything easier. It was not 
just a question of sport for its own 
sake. It meant something else, too. 

Not at all like Georgie Best or 
Nasty Nastase, you see. And yet far 
more solemn, to decadent western 
ears than, say. Muhammad Alt woo 
cannot sometimes help sending 
him.self up even when he is preach¬ 
ing full-blooded negritude. 

It had been such a flat, unsympa¬ 
thetic performance that I was not 
surprise, afterwards, to see Senor 
Roberto Carbajal, press attache at 
the Cuban Embassy, earnestly talk¬ 
ing to Juantorena, as if urging him 
to relax more. 

There was more to it than that, 
however. Carbajal told me that, on 
arrival at London Airport, Juan- 
torena had been held up for a good 
IS minutes by the immigration au¬ 
thorities, because, though the 
Olympic champion was in London 
for only lour days, he had a pass¬ 
port which would run out in one 
montli and a medical certificate 
valid for another three weeks. 

“You must understand,” said 
Comrade Carbajal, pausing diplo¬ 
matically, “that this is the first, 
ahem, capitalist country which 



Alberto Juanioretll 


Alberto has visited and he does not 
know quite what to eiqiect. 

“Also, he is a little worried 
about his wife who is expecting 
their first child in Cuba at me end 
of this month and he vrants to 
know that all is well at home. 1 
try to tell him there are no pro¬ 
blems.” 

Nor were there, indeed, an hour 
later when Juantorena came out 
on the track and ran a 600 metres 
which I timed for him, and his 
coach, in one min. 17.9 secs. 

That may not mean anythutg to 
those outside athletics. But you 
«h<^ld have beard David Jenkins, 
Britain's 400 metres record holder, 
muttering beside me: “Oh, Christ, 
look at him move! Oh, God, look 
at tnat body, that stride! 1 can’t 
understand why everyone isn’t just 
watching him with their mouths 
wide open.” 

Juantorena eventually came over 
and talked to me freely about the 
weather, the fast track and his re¬ 
cent races. Then he suddenly said: 
“Look, I'm sorry I was so ti^t 
back there with the press, 1 was 
very tired, it was diflicult.” 

Not to worry, I replied in my 
embarrassed, British way. Try be¬ 
ing as spontaneous as this, 1 wan¬ 
ted to add, and you could end up 
as popular a symltol of Cuba as 
Che Guevara used to be with half 
the students of the city that once 
housed Karl Marx. 

— NEIL ALLEN 


A breakthrough 

A THLETICS in the country re- 
^ ceived a major breakthrough 
on June 19. when 165 runners, in¬ 
cluding most of the leading men in 
the Services, Police and other 
organisations, took part in the open 
10 mile road race held in Delhi 
under the aegis of Delhi’s Athletics 
Clubs and the NIS Centre. 

What was even more remarkaMe 
was the fact that no less than 135 
actually completed the course in 
the capital’s hot and humid con¬ 
ditions. The spotlight was naturally 
on the two main Services entries 
Mool Singh and Tara Sln^, who 
had finished first and second res¬ 
pectively, in the marathon during 
the All-India Ctoen Meet at Chan¬ 
digarh, six weeks ago. 

I This time th» were un, not only 
against some of their felww mare- 
thmi runners, but a host of distance 
running stars who have been sue- 
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Fall Madon 


Athletics 

ccssful 5,00(J and 10,000 mts. men. 
The local talent was led, as usual 
by Rajputana Rifles newest star 
Poonam Singh, just back from his 
double win at the Prasaniia Kumar 
Meet in Bangalore. 

He, together with Mool Singh 
and Tara Singh attempted to break 
the field right from Ae start, and 
were challenged by Air Force star 
Oarshan Singh, along with half a 
dozen or so runners from Delhi, 
Services and die BSF. The pack 
ran a neck and neck effort for the 
first eight kilometres, and Delhi’s 
famous Safdarjang flyover saw a 
single file widi Poonam Singh, 
Tara Singh, Darshan Singh, Prem 
Ballabh, Mool Singh in that order 
followed Ly a steady stream of 
runners. 

Mool Singh moved up five kilo¬ 
metres before the finiM but was 
unable to match the pace of the 
leading three. The finish showed 
a very strong looking Poonam 
Singh setting a course record of 48 
mts S2.S secs, with Tara Singh 
(49:10i)), Dvshan Singh (50:14.0) 
Mool Singh (51:28.0) second, thira 


Fail Madon 


A FTER sixteen years of vain pur- 
suit for the national squash 
crown, Fali Madon, now at the age 
w 32, must consider himself as 
having^ born at the wrong time. 
For, his career has run parallel to 
the doyen of Indian squash. Anil 
Nayar. 

Fali came into the limelight in 
1964, finishing runner-up to Nayar 
in the National Juniors tourna¬ 
ment. Since then there have been 
important victories opportunities 
to wear the country’s colours in the 
world event and successes in local 
team event.s in Bombay, but where 
Nayar is concerned Fali has for¬ 
ever remained the bridesmaid, 
never the bride. He has yet to re¬ 
cord a victory over Nayar. 

Experts reckon his inability to 
hit the top is due to the lack of 
variety in his game and to his vuJ- 
nerability to injury. 

Fall’s exploits have made the 
Cricket Club of India proud. It was 
here that he picked up the game 
under the famous Yousuf Khan. 
After his fine show at the National 
Juniors in 1964, Fali went to Bri¬ 
tain tu play in tournaments. The 
intprovemeiu was perceptible fnr 
in 1966 Fali was National runner- 
up. The next year he won the Weti- 
tern India title, one of the most 
coveted honours then. A pla.:e in 
the India squad for the inaugural 


from p 16 

and fourth respectively. Two real 
surprises came from 19-year-oid 
Harphool Singh, the newly-recruit¬ 
ed brother of fm-mer national 
marathon champion Ram Narain 
Singh, who finished ninth, and 28- 
year-old Bhagwan Singh an army 
barber who learnt of the race only 
a day earlier while he was “looking 
after’’ some of the runners. 

Many of the established stars 
found themselves making way for 
newcomers. Veteran Ram Narain 
Singh finishing 13th, a little ahead 
of Indian Overseas Bank’s former 
Delhi state Cross Country cham¬ 
pion Sampath Kumar. 

The extraordinary sucess of the 
Delhi road races, tvhich have now 
received the formal blessings of 
the AAFI (both factions) and the 
Internationa Road Runners’ Club, 
leads one to think that possibly 
more needs to be done in the way 
of increasing the number of com¬ 
petitions in order to boost middle 
and long distance events in the 
country. 

— RANJIT BHA-nA 


World ()up in Australia was his for 
the bsking. He repeated hta tri- 
unqihs in the Western India in 
1968 and 1969. 

Then came a time when squash 
was pushed in the background. In 
1971, he was posted at Cochin 
where the Portage of facilities and 
competition seriously hampered his 
game. He lost his place in the 
World Cup squad for 1971 for rea¬ 
sons other than . sporting and it 
looked as though this setback and 
the two year layoff would dampen 
his fervour for the game. 

Like a true champion Fali fought 
back into the reckoning and back 
in Bombay in 1973 won the state 
crown and refined his place 
among the top five in the country 
which he has always retained ever 
since. His proudest moment came 
when he captained the Indian team 
to Pakistan and for the World Cup 
in England last year. His game is 
basically made up of parallels and 
cro.sscourts His footwork is near 
perfect and he possesses that elu¬ 
sive trail — match temperament. 
A chemical engineer with Tata Oil 
Mills, Fali did them proud when he 
led them to victory in the Bombay 
inter-offices event last year. 

There is no doubt that the fit 
Fali will try for the National crown 
as long as he can and it looks like 
being a re-enactment of the battles 
royal he has had with Anil Nayar. 
His cup of squash would be much 
sweeter for diat elusive win over 
Anil. When it comes, if at all, no¬ 
body will grudge Fall Madon, the 
indomitable fighter of the courts. 



Poonam Singh 
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Hock«y nous — 

Ajit Pal In 

T he Indian Hockey Federation 
{mwIm committee that eontider- 
dd me charies levelled against Wg. 
Cdr.' R. S. Bhola, manager of the 
Indian team that failed miserably 
in the 1976 Montreal OlymiMc 
Games, by die 16 members of the 
Olympic team in a letter signed 
by all of diem and sent to top 
lilF officials has, while criticising 
the manager for his overbearing 
a'dtude, cleared him of the charges 
as the players could not substan¬ 
tiate them. 

On the contrary, the probe 
commit.ee, comprised of R. K. 
Fatell, fi. P. Katare, Balraj Aher 
and M. Dayanand (chairman), has 
censured Ajit Pal Singh, the team 
captain, for forcing the players to 
write that le ter ind has held him 
responsible for the indiscipline in 
the team during the Olympic tour. 

"This step of gross indiscipline 
of the captain and making alt the 
players party to it is a very serious 
matter. Ajit Pal was not able to 
substantiate this step. We strongly 
feel that the authorities concerned 
should take a very serious view of 
Ajit Pal's action and take such 
steps to ensure that history 
is not repeated," the committee 
has observed. It has concluded 
that Ajit Pal lacked the leadership 
qualities and could not bring out 
the best from the players. 

Af er interviewing the players, 
manager, coach ^Gurbux Singh) 
and physiotherapist (Jagraohan 
Singh), the committee has listed 
the factors that led to the team’s 
debacle in Montreal. 

The earn, the committee has 
said, was overconfident, but its 
surprise reverse against Holland 
shattered the morale of die play¬ 
ers beyond redenqitioa. And. efter 
this defeat, the managar, coach 
and captain failed w Inqiire the 
team anil help the players to re¬ 
trieve their confidence and ability 
to fight back. The improvement in 
the standards of the game of eth«' 
countries was not properly assess¬ 
ed for planning out the strattgy 
for each game. 

According to the committee, the 
team was in eitcellen* fettle after 
its stay in Paris where it played 
a few practice games on astro-turf, 
but the confidence that^ was high 
and the near-perfection that it 
reached in Paris was lost in To¬ 
ronto (Canada) because of the 
over-hospitality of die members of 
the Indian community there and 
badause of die court case die IHF 
was dragged into by the Canadian 
Fldd Hockey Association. 

*The uncontrolled viuts and 
calls on players by friends, even 


the dock 


a: odd hours, affected the discipline 
of the team. The manager was 
mostly busy with the court case 
and it seems he had not been able 
to attend to the neam as normally 
expected of him. He leaned more 
on the coach to share his respon¬ 
sibility," the committee has said. 

The committee has noted that 
if the captain or the vice-captain 
had taken courage to acquaint die 
manager and coach as to what was 
brewing, the situation could have 
been saved from degenerating and 
a sobering atmosphere could have 
been created. But Ajit Pal took 
a lead in assembling all the mem¬ 
bers of the team in his room and 
the manager of having abused 
Mohinder Singh, one of the play¬ 
ers. "Thih meeting resulted in writ¬ 
ing a letter to the president of the 
IHF, making wild allegations 
against the manager, probably with 
the ieeling tha> if they made an 
united demand anything can be got 
done." 

The committee has found. that 
the physiotherapist of the ‘earn, 
Jagmuhan Singh, was never con- 
suited nor was he invited to the 
meeting of the manager, coach, 
captain and vice<aptain before the 
16-m<'in earn for the Olympics was 
chosen from the 18 players. He was 
only cursorily informed later of 
the final selection which included 
(iovinda. Jagmohan Singh, accord¬ 
ing to the committee, had his own 
reservations about Govinda’s in¬ 
clusion after he had fractured his 
clavical bone during a match in 
Paris and had felt that, if made 
to play in a match, Govinda would 
not last for more than 30 minutes. 

About inside-right Prabhakaran 
the committee has said that he 
tus allied an injury (pulled ham¬ 
string) at Patiala and then at Bom¬ 
bay and that he should not have 
been sent with the team till the 
trouble was cured. “On enquiry," 
the committee has added, “it is 
found that he is a chronic patient. 
At Parts, he was rested for about 
10 days because of this trouble at 
Bombay. A player should be honest 
enough to declare his ailments, if 
any, paiticularly a chronic one, to 
the doctor, especially when he is 
to represent the country. Quite a 
few players were not physically 
100 per cent fit to rake the strain 
of Olympic competition.” 

Referring to toe reported ab¬ 
sence of toe captain and other 
senior players from their rooms 
a' 1-4S a.m. when India still had 
two matches, against Malaysia and 
West Germany, to be played, toe 
committee has observed; “It seems 
that Ajit Pal was not serioqs about 



his res'pcMsibilities as captain. The 
committee has no reason to dis¬ 
believe toe report of toe manager 
and coach.” 

The commit ee has noted that 
the use of mask by goalkeeper 
Ashak Dewan proved an impra- 
ment which affected his perform¬ 
ance. The Indian goalkeeper, ac¬ 
cording to it, had not had suffi¬ 
cient practice with toe mask on. 
“Goalkeepers of most otoer couo- 
'ries did not use toe mask at Mon¬ 
treal,’ it has added. 

The probe committee has ob¬ 
served that the lack of understan¬ 
ding among the players not only 
resulted in chances being allowed 
to go to waste but also afforded 
the opponents a lot of opportuni¬ 
ties against our “defenceless” team. 
The two full-backs moved up too 
much and were in the same line 
as the forwards and were unable to 
fall back in time when necessary. 

• It hai expressed surprise that a 
senior player like Harcharan Singh 
refused to take a penalty stroke 
at a crucial juncture in the second 
match against Australia. The cap 
tain, tot' committee has said, should 
have coaxed Harcharan to take toe 
stroke instead of asking a compa- 
ra ively little experienced player 
to do i<. 

Ajit Pal, the committee has 
found, refused to play toe match 
against Canada in toe last minute 
for fear of being pulled out during 
the course of the game. “This looks 
unconvincing and strange and he 
seems to have been under imagiii- 
ary pressure." 

The committee has said toat 
the players testified that the 
astro turf had not come in the 
way of the team’s performance. 
The practice matdies in Paris on 
astro-iurf stood the team in good 
stead and toe committee has re¬ 
commended toe use of such a syn¬ 
thetic surface in India for training 
toe players. "Our stylfc of toe ganw 
does not need any change as it 
has been proved by other coun¬ 
tries imitating and accepting it in 
their couniries,” toe committee has 
stated. 

—SW Correspondent 
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Vitas 
Cerulaitis romped 
4 throttfh to the 
semis then slam- 
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with creamy milk chocolate. Not too sweet. Not 
too soft. Just nuflicious! Get your teeth into it—now! 


LifUr lit piro^te 

S ERGEANT Boet«aia^ Dhali* 
wal (ServicM) cashed in 
on the hluaders committed ^ 
hie two superiors (better only in 
prowess, twt in jiMtement of the 
prowess) and won the SO kp. divi> 
sioii at Eurnpur. This third new 
dhampion of the last Nationals was 
a daric horse at the beginning of 
thn race, but it was least expected 
Of either the holder Arthur D'souza 
(Karnataka) or his near rival Ja- 
zeol Mehta (Maharashtra) that 
tliey would exercise utter careless¬ 
ness in calling the weight for thdr 
jerk, especially when the stake 
was the National title for which 
tliey had all laboured and sweated 
throughout the year, and allow 
Dhaliwal to romp home victorious. 

Both Arthur and Jvweel were 
leading over Dhaliwal by 7} and 5 
kg. respectively after the snatch 
was over and hence did not have 
any deficit to cover up. Obviouriy 
they wanted to win the title with 
the first jerk! Result: Medita could 
a- least do the first attempt and 
total 220 kg., whereas Arthur couid 
not even do that anti went out of 
the contest. 

On the other hand, Dhaliwal 
v.ent about his job in the time 
henoured method: first attempt to 
irakr a total; lecond try to add at 
least 5 kg. to that and finally to 
catch up with a belter lifter and 
become eligible for ttie best place 
possible. 

By Dhaliwal's first attempt he 
had totalled 212.S kg. A jump of 
5 kg., minimum allowed, Dhaliwal 
pushed up his total to 217.5 kg.. 


B. Dhaliwal 



only 2.S kg. behind his nearest 
belle* lifter — Jazeel Mehta. 

For his final attempt Dhaliwal 
look only 2.5 kg. more and made 
an exquisite lift of it to tie with 
Ja/eel Mehta over whom he had 
the bodyweight advantage of be- 
iiu: lii^ter. So, when Mehta tried 
aiv.i failed twice with 130 kg. (this 
was an unnecessary jump of 7.5 
kg over his first try) Dhaliwal was 
dee lared ■ champ ion. 

The 29-year-old’s victory is an 



smswer to die question ofttai 
#d: whether married people can do 
welghtliftiag? Yes) not oidy cm 
thegr but they can even aapire to 
become champions. Dhaliwal la dio 
happy father of two, children. 

Dhaliwal is a sergeant techni' 
cian in the Air Force and having 
been sutioned in Poona fM* some 
years can now talk Marathi fluent¬ 
ly. During his school days he had 
n*' inclination fw sports and games. 
A fanner Inter-Serviccs champion 
Sgt. Shanmugham was responsibie 
in inducing hhn in 1966 to take to 
barbells, which he did mainly for 
building up health and strength. 

Later at the suggestitm of CpL 
Paul, IMtaliwil decided to try 
weightlifting. Training nearly threq 
hours a day for four days in a 
week he devotes the time for one 
classical lift (snatch or clean) plus 
assistance exercises like squat, 
back jerk, front jerk, bench press, 
dead lift etc. Though from 1972 he 
has lieen the Air Force champion 
in his division, it was only this 
year that he became the .nter- 
services winner. 

A non-vegetarian, he luces fish, 
chicken and eggs for extra itourish* 
ment. Dhaliwal used to drink be¬ 
fore but after a serious attack of 
jaundice has given it up. He does 
not smoke. He sleeps seven hours 
a night and manages an hour’s nsqi 
in the afternoon. He is modest 
enough to say that he is yet to be¬ 
come a good lifter. 

— T. V. HARIHAR 


Q WHAT is the full name of 
soccer star Pele? 

— Sree Prasanne Das, (Nalbari, 
Assam). 

A EDSON Arantes do Nesci- 
^ mento. 

Q WHO w(mi the football gold 
at the Rome Olympics in 

1960? 

— Mahesh and ShaHesfa Modi, 
(Kandla. Kutch). 
A YUGOSLAVIA. 

Q WHAT is the name of the 
New Zealander who was hit 
by a bouncer from Peter Lever and 
nearly lost his life? 

— Unsigned. 
A EWAN CHATFIELD. 


Q WHAT is die record of Test 
matches between India and 
tbe .West Indies? 

— Phulender ^ogh, (Durgapur). 
A OF the 33 Tests played from 
, ^ 194E49 to 1974-7S, India 
have won three and lost IS. The 
remaining 15 have been drawn. 


.... \ . 1 

iiUlh- 



"S.V 



Q HOW many wickets have 
been claimed by West In¬ 
dians Wess Hall and Charlie 
Griffith? 


— PS. Gaikwad, (Gadag, 
Karnataka). 

A IN 48 Tests, Hall took 192 
^ wickets for 5,066 runs off 
10,415 balls. Griffith played in 28 
Tests and had a haul of 94 wickets 
for 2,683 runs off 5,631 balls. 

Q WHO are the Indian bats¬ 
men to have scored a double 
century in Tests? Please give de¬ 
tails. 

— S. Usmani, (Koraput, Orissa). 


A FIVE Indians have achieved 
^ the distinction. They are 
Vinoo Mankad — 223 in the second 
Test at Bombay and 231 in the 
fifth at Madras against New Zee- 
land in 195S56, P. R. Umrigar— 
223 in the firm Test against New 
Zealand at Hyderabad in ’55-56. 
Mansur AU Khan Pataudi—203 not 
our in the fourth Test against Eng¬ 
land at New Delhi in 1964, D. N. 
Sardesai — 200 not out in the 
third Test against New Zeeland at 
Bombay in 1965 and 212 in the first 
Test against West Indies at King¬ 
ston in 1971 and S. M. Gavaskar— 
220 in the fifth Test against West 
Indies at Port of Spain in 1971. 

Q WHICH wa> the Test match 
where all eleven players 
were asked to bowl? 

— K. G. Deshpande, (Nagpur-lO). 


A IT happened during die third 
^ Test between England and 
Australia at the Oval in 1884. As 
Australia amassed 551, all rieven 
England players were given bowl¬ 
ing and wicketkeeper A. Lyttleton 
tofdi four for 19t 
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fresh and glowing with 

HAMAM 



‘i ■' ■, 'V^ 
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JHk Now, a more fragrant Hamam 
^ fresh and glowing feeling 

^ ^ family will love. 

galHr Hamam...for a fresh and glowing you. 

HAMAM 

longE?r lasting tdltl soap 


Tomco products 
are better buys. 
They cost less... 
perform better 
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The Tat» Oil Mill* Company Limitad 
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use 



Some men will 
Palmolive De-Luxe 
After Shave 




Other men- 
for what it does 


it feels 




PALMOLIVE 




Feel It brace your skin with a 
crisp tingling freshness 
Palmolive t^-Luxe After Shave 
is spiced with an exclusive new 
fragrance. For a bold masculine 

Palmoliva De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshina. excitingly different! A^vKardeMofoTgrt* 
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The Bengal junior four's finisheng strongl)' 


tops 

West Bengal did ih-jm^clvcs 
proud by winning five of the six 
gold medals in the first-ever Na¬ 
tional Rowing ctiampinnships at the 
Lake Club course, Rabindra Saro- 
bar, Calcutta, 

West Bengal, who figured in all 
the six finals, got a silver in the 
junior sculls event in which Tamil 
Nadu’s Manickam beat West Ben¬ 
gal's Kalldas. 

The other winners were; Open 
pair sculls; Kama! Dutta und Meht.-i 
beat die Military team of Capl. J, 
S. Rawat and Capt. P. S. liedi, 
Open sculls; Sumant Dumra (W.B.) 
bt. M. M. Sanyal (T.N.). Junior 
Pairs; S. R. Kalidas and S. R. 
Vday^ankar (W. B.) bt. J ttar 
■rradesh. Junior fours; West Bengal 



Kamal Dutta and Mehta (West Bengal), winners ot the open p^s event 
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Zoniii i'ounu -■' Lip 

WEST 


lARC motorcycle 
trials 

The Indian Autmnotive Racing 
Club’s motorcycle trials held last 
awek at the Film Colony, Goregaon, 
Bombay were a grand success. 
Conducted in four classes, over a 
rou|^ course, the trials’ bmt rider 
was Chandi^aht Narva on his 
Yafaane 2^c. He won the Class 
*D’, imported machines. 



Former Teet cricketer Nadkarni givinc away the Mahint-Oadar 
Waet Totwoanwnt Iropny to Surendra BMrekar, captain of Bharat 
C, C> and the Gordhandas Shield to Sujlt Kirtikar, captain of Kbar 
Gymkhana in Bombay 



Chandrakant Narva on Yahama 250cc, 
winner of the Claes *D’ 



Nisha Sutaria puts her foot down while 
negotiating a stiff climb. 

Pics: Rohinton J. Mfehta 


TaU Elt^ic Companies won the K. A. D. 
Naar^i Cup for the first time in the Tata 
fSf*’ tennis tournarnem. From 

Chamhramouli, S. Bala, 
Subramani, S. S. Iyer, 
Dbihy Mody, sTs. Alvi and br. Datjw 



2S 


The Times of India SiHH-ts Club table tennis 
temn, from left: Gaoguli, Pednekar. Vaidya, 
FUayakor and Bowrie, wen the MSTTA 
Fourth Division, Zone *D* tide in Bombay 
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EAST 


TN 1973, tbe Ctlcutta Cridcet and 
'* Foottell Club pioaeerM a Mer- 
chaata Cim Football Tournament 
for executivea. Actually, there have 
been Merchants Cup Tournaments 
in Calcutta for several years. The 
Racquets Club squash Tourna¬ 
ment, South Club’s Tennis Tourna¬ 
ment and the Ro^l Golf Tourna¬ 
ment have been played for two de¬ 
cades at least. However because 
these were games that did ,not 
have a mass following, the Mer- 
diants Cup concept was either not 
noticed or considered yet another 
"Management" aberration! 


In 1973, the CC&FC announced 
a Merchants Cup Football tourna¬ 
ment. The CC&rC is possibly the 
most relaxed and informal of the 
executlve>oriented Clubs In Cal¬ 
cutta and exists for the sole pur¬ 
pose of providing opportunities to 
the ci^’s executives for indulging 
their Cricket, Football and Rugby 
fancies. There is a controversial 
opinion that this is the second 
oldest cricket club in the world 
with a club house of its own, after 
England’s MCC, and in the recrea¬ 
tion hall there are photographs and 
mementos from the Greats of cric¬ 
ket, dating back to the ISSO’sl 


The 1973 Merchants Cup Foot¬ 
ball Tournament was not an un 
qualified success. Most organisa¬ 
tions found it diflicult to put to¬ 
gether a team of eleven executivcis 
and ultimately the TISCO team 
won fiom a small field. An innova¬ 
tion was necessary to keep the idea 

g oing — and the 1974 version for 
ve-a-side teams was the catalyst. 
Sponsored by Bata, the tournament 
featured 28 teams and was won by 
Ludlow Jute. 


This five-a-side tournament was 
popular for more reasons diaii the 
ease with which a team could be 
fielded. First, the field itself is 
much smaller — about 100’ by 50'. 
So the overweight, less-than-fit 
executive had less ground to cover! 
The goal is 5’ high but as wide as a 
reguw football goal. There’s a ‘D’ 
around the goal and besides the 
goalkeeper no player is allowed 
uiside it. A defender who stumbles 
into the *D’ costs his team a 
penalty shot at goal. Except when 
the ground is wet from rain, boots 
are not used; sports shoes only. 
The ball may not he kicked above 
chest lev^ shots can be taken at 
goal from anyiriiere (except inside 
nie ‘D*), when the ball goes out 
of pliv it is ^rolled’ in. These are 
tiie sinmle differences between 
fivee-sioe and regular football. 

Altar the tremendous interest 



Hockey tournament thia year, led by Olympian Vece Pace 
(second from Im) 


generated by the 1974 tournament, 
die 1975 Merchant Giro Football 
tmirnament was one of the most 
talked-about sports evmits of the 
year in Calcutta. Well known and 
never-heard-of companies fielded 
teams, and players from 20 to 55 
were seen on the field to varying 
advantage. That this tournament 
had come of age was made obvious 
by the entry of the star-studded 
State Bank team led by interna¬ 
tional Chuni Goswami. The other 
players in his team were all ve¬ 
teran players of national and even 
international standing in the 60’s: 
Samajpati, B i d y u t Mazumdar, 
Shanto Mitra and Ilish Sarkar, In 
goal was ‘Fancy’ Mukherjee who 
wore the Indian colour^ in 1947! 
Chuni’s State Bank team won the 
1975 tournament as expected, bea¬ 
ting Ludlow Jute in the finals and 
providing scintillating fare 
throughout. 


Colourful 

The 1976 tournament, won by 
Canritt Moran, was a colourful one, 
covered by the press and TV media 
throughout. The finals attracted 
over 3,(X)0 spectators and the Club 
grounds, with flags flying on masts 
all round were awash with excite¬ 
ment and colour. The major inno¬ 
vation though was the inti^uction 
of floodlights which made it pos¬ 
sible for matches to be played late 
into the ni^t and so attracted fes¬ 
tival crowm every evening. 

But football is not the only ume 
that Merchants play. The CC&FC 
started a similar tournament for 
cycle polo six years ago and against 


all estimations. bod forecasts the 
sport annual toumainents have be¬ 
come the nxist poltmlar after fooP 
ball. Much of w ipredit is due to 
that dashing Rajput, ^jay Mai^. 

An executive in the Blackert 
Organisation, V1 j a y has )>Iayed 
horse polo for India and it the 
moving spirit behind cycle polo fp. ^ 
Calcutta. He’s alsd the num rea¬ 
son why Blackers has to a large 
extent dominate4 the Merchants 
Cup Polo tournament. 

Finally a Merchants Cup Hockey 
tournament was started this year, 
also by the CC&FC. Played entire¬ 
ly under floodlights' this insugural 
tournament attracted 22 teams. 
Prominent among the players were 
internationals Vece Paes of MMC, 
and Eugene Jennings of James 
Warren. Anodier dashing player 
was the Mohan Bagan-Bengal stal¬ 
wart R. Deane vdm is an executive 
with Harrison & Crossfield. The 
tournament was won by 'the MMC 
team after a hard-won victory over 
Harrison & Crossfipid in the finals. 

i 

The concept of 'Merchants Cup 
tournaments is probably unique to 
Calcutta today. We have found it 
an excellent. w*y to keep the 
“older” sports ed^usiast in touch 
with his favourite game. And it has 
fostered a spirit .oneness among 
the city’s business' fraternity that 
p^'haps cannot be duplicated by 
other means. Wp- would happily 
‘donate’ this concept to our friends 
in other parts of Ae country- Per¬ 
haps one day Calqiitta will host the 
first All-India MeKhants Cup Tour¬ 
naments! 

— STANLEY PINTO 
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THE ART OF CRlCKEt 


a long way towards discoiuragiag 
negative leg-side bowling.” 


Leg Theory 

TT OW many people would be go- 
ing to watch Test matches 
today if the bowling were still 
under-arm? 

1 have strongly supported the 
idea of limiting the number of on- 
side fieldsmen. 

The evidence I could produce in 
support of limitation would fill a 
hook by itself, but I shall content 
myself herein by quoting the views 
of certain people who ought to 
know what ^ey are talking about; 
about; 

England. Sir Jack Hobbs said— 
“1 do not think you will get the 
old freedom in batting while the 
packed leg-side field remains. I am 
among those who would like to 
see the on side restricted pos.sibly 
to not more than four fielders ” 

India. Vijay Merchant said — 
“Mostly this leg theory is negative 
and the bowler is sati.sfied with 
keeping the batsman quiet. 

“The best way to do away with 
it is to prevent by law the placing 
of more than four fielders on the 
on side and not more than two be¬ 
hind the square-leg umpire. Then 
only will bowling again be directed 
to the off stump and outside it.” 

West Inches. J. B Stollmeyer 
said — “Leg theory bowling em¬ 
ployed as a defensive measure is 
the biggest problem of cricket 
today. Thm’e is no doubt in my 
mind that whilst it can be a most 
effective defensive tactic and is en¬ 
tirely lawful, it produces a stale¬ 
mate which could threaten the 
very existence of the Test game 
should it become general prac¬ 
tice.” 

South Africa. Roy McLean, after 
suggesting legislation against nega¬ 
tive tactics by the fielding side, 
said — “A limit might be imposed 
on the number of players permit¬ 
ted on the leg side, backward of 
square-leg. If only two players are 
allowed in diat area it would go 


Australia. Many of our leading 
players have openly expressed 
their opposition to leg-side fields, 
f, personally, believe the limita¬ 
tion of on-side fields, ti^ther with 
an extension of the LBW law on 
the off-side, offers the best hope of 
controlling the objectionable as¬ 
pects of leg theory. 

I think it reasonable to say we 
five international batsmen are qua¬ 
lified to speak on this subject and 
we are supported by a host of cric¬ 
keters and spectators throughout 
the world. 

If defensive leg theory is an evil 
thing it should be prevented by 
legislation. 

It is unfair that some captains 
should take heed of appeals to 


their .len.sc of what is and what is 
not good for the game and others 
won’t. Better (o clearly define what 
is acceptable and let everybody 
play on the same level. 

1 sincerely believe negative de¬ 
fensive legside bowling is a canker 
which should be rooted out. 

One difficulty has always been 
to get people to recognise it. 

i was watching a quasi off spin¬ 
ner one day, bowling maiden after 
maiden to a six on-side field with 
ball after ball pitching around leg 
stump. The pitch was good and the 
baunian in no danger of getting 
out as long as he was content not 
io .score. 

Making .some comment about 
this horribly negative bowling I 
was greeted by a retort from a sup¬ 
porter that the bowler was “attac¬ 
king like mad”. 

1 quote this happening partly to 
illustrate the problem of getting 
agreement on law changes. 

Tt is not the precise method of 
aboii.sbing this negative bowling 
which worries me; there may be 
alternatives. But it is imperative 


that the evil should be reeogaited 
and energetically tackled. 

That, and excessive defearive 
pad play by batsinsn, are two 
curses which have done untold 
damage to the game and will Con^ 
tinue to do so unless some positive 
action is taken to circumvent diem. 

Fielding 

If there is one department in 
cricket in which sheer natural 
ability is self-evident, I believe it 
to be fielding. 

Take the volatile Learie Con¬ 
stantine. He just couldn’t help be¬ 
ing a marvellous fieldsman, no 
matter where he was stationed. 
Speed of foot, agility, balance, good 
Throw, confident catching—he had 
the lot. 


Poor fieldsmen can improve 
themselves — all fieldsmen can 
strive to do better — but some 
fellows are blessed with a marvel¬ 
lous hall sense which the rank and 
file just cannot emulate. You only 
had to see Davidson move towards 
a ball and immediately you felt 
aware that there was a man who 
moved beautifully by instinct. 
When you saw Neil Harvey run¬ 
ning for a catch you had instant 
confidence that he would hold it. 
You could sense these things by 
observing their actions. 

Too many players regard field¬ 
ing as a necessary chore in cricket 
instead of an art in itself and a 
delight. 

A man makes fifty with the bat 
and is applauded. But what if he 
misses a catch and the lucky bats¬ 
man makes another sixty runs? 

Every time a catch is dropped it 
is equivalent to giving the other 
side an extra batsman. In fact, it is 
worse than that because the bats¬ 
man has very often become accus¬ 
tomed to the light and pitch, and 
the bowlers become progressively 
more tired. 

Runs lost by faulty ground field¬ 
ing are just the same as runs made 
off the bat by the opponents, but 
again the job often becomes harder 
still in that an unnecessarily high 
total is set which is more difficult 
to overtake. 

It is hard to measure in precise 
terms the value of good fielding 
but its benefits are none the lest 
tangible. 

Publishers: Kupa A; Co. 

(to be continued) 
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by JIMMY MEHTA 

Y ou have hinited in '6 hearu’ 
aftw an aitccicni which had 
not hem very acientihc, but the 
final contract, as you will see. in an 
encellent one: 

S.K9x 
H. 9 8 s X X 
D. A J X X 
C. X 


S. X 

H. A K Q J X X 
D. X 

C. A X X X X 




diahioBd hofiour. Tlie dtoaMd 
played from dummy which Bam it 
allowed to win (dralng a spade 
from hand. East has no opthm.lMt 
to back a spade enabiint you. to 
set up dummy’s King for a discard 
of your losing club. 


I have varied the bidding and 
the East 'West hands slightly from 
a hand which cropped up in a local 
duplicate match, where the actual 
hands were: 

• K 9 X 
9 8 X X X 
A J X X 

X 

QJlOxx Axxx 


9 X X 
Q J 10 9 X 


Axxx 

10 X 

K Q 10 8 S 
K X 


Bidding: 


E S W N 
IS 2H 2S 4H 


A K Q J X X 

X 

A X X X X 

Thd biddin|( was fast and furious 
— identical In bodi rooms: 

East South West North 
ID 4H 4S 5H 

5S 6H P P 

Dbl. _ _ — 


'on 'dm bbar^ It is tKis 'dm 
fence 'sdticb becoases hdptess. 


In practim^ none m the two sem 
soned declnrmx who fdayed the 
hand I must confess to fanrhw 
been one cf them -r* took the aim* 
pie precaution of ruffing a dim 
mono in hand at trick two: 


Incidentally, East/West #ere 
vulnerable and “S spades doubled” 
can be set 800: Club Ace, Club ruff, 
DianKmd Ace, Diamond ruff, third 
club ruffed with nine of spedes 
promoting North’s King of epsdes. 

W OULD you care to hove a go 
at another slam hand: 

A 4 3 
A Q 8 ‘4 
Q 3 

Q 10 8 7 


_ Bidding; 


K J 9 8 2 
K 3 
A 7 2 
A J 5 

N 1 


S W 


4S 4NT P JiD 

Dbl. 6H — — 

Opening lead: D-9. 

All you need is an even break in 
hearts, or tailing this, a four-three 
division in clubs. Is there any way 
to augment your chances? 


With the hand as it lies. South 
is helpless even if he makes the 
suggested play because when East 
is allowed the fourth diamond he 
can return the 5di diamond giving 
declarer a ruff •and sluff, which 
does not help him; but if East is 


INT P 2C P 

2H P 3S P 

4S P 4NT P 

SH P 6S — 

Contract: 6 S by South. Lead 
Club-4, dummy’s 7 producing the 9 
spot from East. Until next week. 


If you are not too elated with 
your contract to pause for a mo¬ 
ment at trick one, you will realise 
that you still have a sporting 
chance for contract^ even if both 
hearts and clubs fail to divide. 

At trick two, after the opening 
lead has been won mn the table, a 
low diamond should be ruffed high 
in hand. The Ace of trumps proves 
a let down, for West shows out 
discarding a spade. After drawing 
the second trump, you cash the 
Ace of clubs and ruff a club, which 
produces the 9 spot from West and 
the King from East. Your worst 
fears seem about to be confirmed. 
A third diamond is ruffed in hand 
and the third club ruff on the table 
finds East showing out, pitching a 
spade. This is the five card posi¬ 
tion: 0 


How much do you know? 


by HOSEY MfISTitV 


1. What is a sealed move in 
chess? 

2. In the two hands snatch can a 
lifter leave the platforln dur¬ 
ing the execution of the lift? 

3. In billiards, at the moment of 
striking the cue-bail, must one 
of the player’s feet touch the 
floor? 

4. What are the maximum points 
a boxer can score per round? 


ANSWERS: 

1. If, after the elapse of time laid 
down for play, the ame is not 
finished, the player whose turn it 
is to move must write down bis 
move on his score sheet as well as 
that of his opponent in an enve¬ 
lope, close the envelope and dien 
stop his clock. This move is called 
the sealed move. 2. No. 3. Yes. 4. 
20. a. The player who had fewer 
.strokes on the second hole. 6. Yes, 
7. Yes. 

HEARD THIS ONE? 


K 9 X 

X 

J 



5. Who will tee off first on the 
fourth hole after there being 
a de on the third bole? 

fi. In tennis, the ball bounced on 
his side of the ner and spun 
, back into his opponent’s 
court, can he reach over the 
net and play it? 


I T was the morning after the Cup 
* Final and the usual crowd were 
appearing before the roagistratea 
charged with being chunk and dis¬ 
orderly. 

‘What is dte evidence egeinst 
this man?' adeed the magistrate as 
a bleary-eyed Spurs supporter 
appeared In the dock. 


You are left widi onlv one trump 
on die table and two toeing clubs 
in band. However, at this staM 
your forethought in ruffing a dm- 
mond at trick two will pay rich 
dividonds. Suroly, East on the bid- 


7. Is the coach or the group lea- 
der of a gymnastic team en- 
titled to a copy of the indivi¬ 
dual score awarded by each 
judge? 


‘The accused was arrestad in Tra¬ 
falgar Square’, said the constable. 
‘He was throwing his umbrella into 
the fountaim and shouting at one 
of the stone lions to go in and 
fetch it.’ 
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by ARBIES 


t&CHESS 


A WIN with Bishops of opposite 
colours is possible when a 
player has an advanced passed 
Pawn restricting the mobility of 
the defending Bishop. This ending 
from the Girgaum Tournament 
illustrates the twin problems of 
preventing a blockade as well as 
coping with aggressive play by the 
defender on other flank. 


KN4, BxP! (h) KK4 53. 

BQII (i) XBS 54. BN3, KK4 55. 
KBS. llR2cii S6. KB& KQ5 (j) 57. 
BK6. PR6 Pj^PxP SB. BxP, 

KBS 60. B1C6, fUI7 61. PR4, 1CR6 
62. PR5. KNS 63. PR6. KR4 64. 
BB4, Black resigns. (k>. 

.a) 28.. . PQ6 29. BxQP, RN7 30. 
RxR, BxR 31. PQR4. BB6 should 
draw. 

(b) Missing 33. RQBl, RxP 34. 
RB8, RQ2 35. BN5 winning the 
Bishop, 

(c) On 35. . . PQ6 White would 
plav 36. RNl and not 36. RB8, PQ7 
37. BK2, RxP 38. RxB, PQSQch 39. 
BxQ. RN8 with a drawish Rock 
ending. 


KQ3 $4. KN6. raZdi: «r 54. BK4. 
KK4: or S4.>R4. KBZI and the 
Bkck Kinf Aeu unie for . . BR2 
ond i .. . KNl drow^ag. In this 
BQ7,1^96: dpes not otter the idtun>., 
tion. 

(i) Again if Si. KBS, BR2di 54. 
KB6?. ^1 and White is irappod 
in view of the threat . . . M(io. 

(jl Black could have tried 56. . . 
PN6 (threat . . . PR6) when White 
is in semi'ZUgzwang but wins just 
by a tempo t.e. 57. BQS, BMl 58. 
PR4 (if 58. BB3, KBS diroattning 
. . . PR6) BR2 59. PR5. »il 60. 
PR6. BR2 61. KB7. KxB 62. PN8Q. 
BxQ 63. KxQ, PR6 64. PR7 and 
White queens with a check. 


Sekhar Sahu-Ravisekhar 

White: KKNl; R’s-QNl, Ql; BK2; 
P*8-QR3. QB4, Q5, KB2, KN2, KR3. 

Black: KKNl, R’s-QNl. KBl; 
BK4; P’s-QR4, Q3, Q5, KB2. KN3, 
KRf. 

The game went: 28. . . PR5V (ai 
29. RN5, RxR 30. PxR, RBI 31. 
RNl. BBS 32. PN6. RNl .33. PN7, 
BQl? 34. BR6? (b) KN2 35. RQBl, 
BN3 (c) 36. RBS. BR2 37. KBl, 
KB3 38. KK2. KK4 39. KQ3, KxP 
40. PB4I (d) KK3 41. BB43 i!. PQ4 
42. BR6, KB4 (e) 43. RxR, BxR 44. 


(d) The mate threat 41. BB4 for¬ 
ces the Black King to recede. 

(e) The defensive 42. . . KQ3 
can be considered for after 43. 
RxR, BxR 44. KxP, BR2ch 45. KB3, 
KB2 the Black QP remains on the 
board and the Black Bishop is free. 

(f) White must save his K-side 
Pawns. 

(g) Safer than 47. KxP. PN4 48. 
KK6, PN5 49. PxP, BPxP .50. BB6, 
PR5 51. KQ7, KB7 52. KBS, BR2 
53. PN8Q, BxQ 54. KxB, KK6 55 
BxP, KQ5 .56. 6B6 which should 


(k) After 64. . . BNl 65. BBl 
Black must allow 66. KNS or B7. 

END GAME 

Last week’s ending by S. V. Sim- 
Hadri and S. N. Ravi Sankar: 

While: Kal; Bc4; P’s-aS, e4, g6. 
Black; Kh6; Rf2; Pc7. Win. 

1. Pa6, Pc6 2. Bf7, Rd2 3. BdSI, 
Rf2 4. Bxc6 wins, if 3. . . PxdS 4. 
Pa7 and the Pawn queens. 1. BdS? 
doe 4 not win, i.e. 1. . . Rc2 2. Pa6, 
Rc5 3. Bb7, Ra4ch 4. Kb2. Kxg6 
5. Kc3, Pc4 and draws. » 


Figures are fun 


Follow 'em 
with BBM 



Teny Grcig 


■j^NGLAND’s Tony Greig, Austra- 
^ lia’s Greg Chappell and Rod¬ 
ney Marsh, and Pakistan’s .^sif 
Iqbal have all achieved a rare sort 
of distinction. All of them have a 
100% attendance record, meaning 
that they have not missed a single 
Test since making their Test debut 
for their respective countries. 

The current world record stands 
to the credit of Gary Sobers (West 
Indies) with 85 consecutive Tests 
in an unbroken sequence. The re¬ 
cords for the other countries are: 
Ian Chappell (Australia) 71 Tests, 
Alan Knott (England) 61, John 
Reid (New .inland) 58, Chandu 
Borde (India) 49, A s i f Iqbal 
(Pakistan) 45, and A. D. Nourse, 
Snr, (South Africa) also 45. 

Hereunder is the complete list 
of 16 players who have an un¬ 
broken sequence of most Test ap¬ 
pearances consecutively (45 or 
more):— 

G. S. Sobers (85) (West Indies) 
Port of Spain 1954-55 to Port of 
Spain 1971-72. 

I. M. Chappell (71) (Australia) 
Adelaide 1965-66 to Melbourne 
1975-76. 

A. P. E. Knott (61) (England) 
Auckland 1970-71 to Lord’s 1977. 


R. B. Kanhai (61) (West Indies) 
Birmingham 1957 to Sydney 1968- 
69. 

J. R. Reid (58) (New Zealand) 
Manchester 1949 to Leeds 1%5. 

A. W. Greig (54) (England) 
Manchester 1972 to Lord's 1977. 

F. E. Woolley (52) (England) 
The Oval 1909 to The Oval 1926. 

P. B. H. May (52) (England) 
The Oval 1953 to Leeds 1959. 

C. G. Borde (49) (India) Leeds 
1959 to Auckiaitd 1967-68. 

R. W. Marsh <48) (Australia) 
Brisbane 1970-71 to Lord’s 1977. 

V. T. Trumper (48) (Australia) 
Nottingham 1899 to Sydney 1911-12. 

G. S. Chappdl (47) (Australia) 
Perth 1970-71 to Lord’s 1977. 

B. E. Congdon (47) (New Zea¬ 
land) Karachi 1964-65 to Welling¬ 
ton 1976. 

Asif Iqbal (45) (Pakistan) Kara¬ 
chi 196445 to Kingston 1976-77. 

R. C. Fredericks (45) (West 
Indies) Kingston 1971-72 tp King¬ 
ston 1976-77. 

A, D. Nourse^ Snr, (45) (South 
Africa) Johanraesburg 1902-03 to 
The Oval 1924. 
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BRIEFLY 


*^]IB All-India Women’s Hockey 
^ Association has chalked out a 
thraoi>haae eoachlni; programme to 
arapara the team for me fourth 
WMd Cup Women'- Hdckey Cham¬ 
pionship proposed to be bell! at 
Jaipur, 

R OHINI Khadill:ar, the national 
vromen’s chsunpion has been 
chosen to play in the third Bhil- 
wara Toumammu at Bhilai in 
Sqxember this year. She will com¬ 
pete against eight top chess stal¬ 
warts of the country. 


npHE All-India Football Federa- 
* tion has decided to send a na¬ 
tional team to Zambia to play a 
series of exhibition matches. 


OAMSON Kimombwa (Kenya) 
^ set a new world record in 
10,000 metres when he clocked 27 
minuter 30.74 seconds in the World 
Games Athletics meeting at Hel- 
sin'. 


\ TEAM from Great Britain is 
^ coming lo play in the Jawa- 
harlal Nehru Hockey louriiament in 
New Delhi in November this year. 

'W7' ORMER Test player M. L. Jai- 
* siinha has been elected chair¬ 
man ol the Ranji Trophy selection 
committee of the Hyderabad Ciic- 
ket Association. 

T he Karnataka Government has 
decided to award monthly pen¬ 
sion to indigent sportsmen on the 
lines ot pension now being granted 
to aged artistes. 

• 

A PLAN to reinstate the; Soviet 
Union in the 1977 Dattis Cup 
Tennis tournament was rejected by 
the Davis Cup Nations Committee 
during their annual meeting at 
London. The Soviet Union had 
been banned for a year following 
dimr refusal last year to play 
Chile because of political reasons. 

O OVIET sports chiefs slapped an 
official Iton cm smoking by spec¬ 
tators at all sports centres, covered 
•tediums and swimming pools. 

W ORLD Team Tennis will add 
a six-team'European Division 
in 1978, the league has announced. 

F rench first division football 
club Paris Saint Germain is 
•ffering life tickets for st^portert 
at a oMt of 11.000 francs ($2000). 


■ 


* .« 
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Glenn Turner 


y'^LENN Turner, 30-year-old 
New 21eaiand Test captain, set 
a world cricket record when he 
scored 141 not out in a Worcester¬ 
shire total of 169, against Glamor¬ 
gan. His runs were just over 83 
per rent of the total, setting a 
world record for the percentage of 
runs scored by a batsman in a 
completed innings. 

npHE New 2>aland Cricket Coun- 
ci] has requested the Minister 
of Police to increase the .severity 
of penalties for disorderly conduct 
at cricket matches. 

nARRY RICHARDS hit a cen- 
^ tury before lunch in Hamp¬ 
shire’s match against Derbyshire at 
Bournemouth. 

A USTRA14AN all-rounder G. J. 

Gilmour has had an operation 
to remove a piece of loose bone 
from an ankle. 


TV G. CLARK, a former captain 
of Kent and chairman of the 
committee of the KCCC, manager 
trf MCC sides to India in 
and to Australia and New Z e alan d 
in 1970-71, and chairman of the 
inquiry into firBt<iaas cricket 
which culminated in das Clwk Re¬ 
port; was nominated os hit succes¬ 
sor by W. H. Webster, president Of" 
MCC, at the annual general mee^ 
ing. 


The president-designate takes 
office on October 1, in conqtany 
with tbree former committee mem¬ 
bers returning to its ranks, Mr. 
Webster, D. J. Insole and R. V. C. 
Robins and two newcomers, L. E. G. 
Ames and S. C. Griffith, who re¬ 
tired as secietary of MCC in 1974- 

V R. PONT hit three sixes oH 

D. L. Underwood in the Essex 

V Kent John Player League match 
at Chelmsford. One smaahed a pavi¬ 
lion window, another landed on the 
roof, and the third fiidahed in die 
river. 

T ANCASHIRE vice-captain C. H. 

Lloyd underwent a knee carti¬ 
lage operation late in May, as <fid 
Kent vice-captain G. W. Johnson 
early in June. Both players were 
expected to miss six weeks’ cricket, 

a N umpire and several playms 
were thrown to the ground 
when lightning struck a tree and 
crossed the ^ound during play be¬ 
tween Temple Farm (Oxfordshire) 
and a visiting Cardiff team. The 
match was abandoned. 

I NDIA is likely to be allowed to 
field twu representatives for 
the World Billiards Championdiip 
scheduled to be held in Melbourne 
later this year. 

The Australian Billiards Associa¬ 
tion and Control Council, who ar§ 
hosting the championship had in¬ 
formed the participating natians 
last mondi that they can send only 
one representative for the ewitest. 
But sinco .Sfl^th African entry has 
not beeipi4c%ted, chances are that 
the wotw !pody. would allow two 
representanves from India- If Hiis 
move niaihi^ialises, Michael Fer¬ 
reira and Eyed Aleem, who finisht^ 
No. 1 and 2 in the last Natimoals 
at Jamshedpur, will represent 
India. 
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American style 


.GTRANGE currents flow (or 
years in the deeps of the 
.American society, dien for reasons 
}uiielear suddenly roil to the sur> 
lace, disturbing the waters and 
inatung reasoned discourse impos- 
siUe. Talking to plaiits was a 
minor instance a couple of years 
ago. People who had always talked 
to their plants abruptly decided to 
come out of the closet, as if at a 
signal. Before the week was out, 
it seemed, the air waves and the 
public prints were awash with die 
commentary of glibstors who said 
diet, by George, something, maybe 
whisky vapours, made talked>to 
plants grow better. By the end of 
a fortnight, sturdy, feet-on-the- 
ground Undecideds who knew die 
. whole thing was bodi were talking 
to their pbnts just in case the 
lunatics were right. 

Now physical fitness is upon us 
lice a wet spaniel, Ingim' than ulk- 
ing to plants, more numbing in the 
fervour of its adherents than en> 
Counter-group therapy. This is a 
stsrtUttg dewlopment for the na¬ 
tion that invent^ the dectric golf 
cart, the pudibutton car window 
and the drive-in morfuary, bnt it 
la happening. 

Night Jogghig. Muggers tremUe 
behind locked doors now, to avoid 
baiiig trampled l» housewives in 
atr%wd training suita. Sports stores 
are unable to keep $36.95 imported 
running ahoes in stock. (Adidas 
sells a white and orange model 
that glows in the dark, for night 
Jogging.) Day hikers need permits 
to enter certain overused areas of 
Now Hampshire's White Moun¬ 
tains. A slender, bemused fellow 
nomed George Butler, who produ¬ 
ced the body-building film Pump- 
hug Iren, goes about saying. "The 


next generation of American men 
will be unrecognisidile,” end at &e 
rate at which weight-lifting rigs 
are selling, it may not take that 
long. 

If we lie down, will the fitness 
pass? And if not, why not? In a 
socieft that instantaneously batches 
ccmpUcated recreational sub-cul¬ 
tures, conmlete with heroes, 
legends, artifacts and literatures 
(me skateboarding and CB-radio 
crazes are examplm), to ask why 
all these people are running in 
the same direction may be to miss 
the point. A fad is its own expla¬ 
nation. 

Still, it's hard not to see a clue 
in the fact that demographers, who 
in the 'fiOs seemed to be saying 
that the median of the popula¬ 
tion was something like seven, now 
pronounce that the D.S. is middle- 
aged, and counting. Middle age is 
a sitcom joke no one wants to be' 
the butt of, and the generation 
now turning 40 is the one that 
never trusted anyone over 30. Its 
members, who are among the most 
fanatical cwlists, Joggers, iron- 
pumpers, lap-sw'immers, rope- 
jumpers and cross-county skiers, 
were especially hard hit by the 
society’s youth imperative. A few 
years ago, they turned that impe¬ 
rative against the society — youth 
was righteousness — and now it 
seems to be turned against what¬ 
ever is not youthful in their own 
bodies. 

Pain Barriers. Much else is in¬ 
volved some ot it probably un- 
definable, but it is clear that over 
the past decade or so, the general 
population has been receiving mes¬ 
sages from its outposts. The wo¬ 
men's movement has made it accep¬ 
table for women to think of their 



J«gg*t* in Manhattan . . . It'a tha in-diing 


bodiaa aa strong, swMt-produehig 
machines. Wondolass swimmers 
and dhtance -ronnera, who lowwad 
reconb by training to mdiaustton, 
talked of pain barriers that could 
be broken diiough to achieve new 
levels of performance. 

Medical reporting in the general 

S 'ess improved, and doctm's and 
ymen learned that cardiologists 
like the late Paul Dudley white 
were prescribing what seemed at 
the titpe high levels of exercise 
for some heait patients. Medita¬ 
tors preached that it was good to 
turn inward and attune oneself to 
subrational body rhythms (runnma 
report that their rhythms of brea¬ 
thing and striding con have the 
calming effect of a mantra). And 
if you were what you ate, as the 
organic-food munchers scolded, 
who wanted to be a Hostess 
Twinkle? 

’Hie new fitness had produced 
its measure ot snobbery, much of 
it directed at such harmless but 
torpid pursuits as golf and bowling. 
Neither, says the religion of wheeze 
and gasp, will do much for your 
cardiovascular system. (A golf 
course is about foui miles long, 
and is negotiated, usually sitting 
down, at an average of 1 m.p.h. or 
less; at ilie professional level, 
tournaments aie won by jiggling 
fat men. Bowling consists of orief 
bursts of slow motion separated by 
rest periods). And fitness of the 
heart, lungs and circulatory .system, 
far more than musrular strength 
and flexibilily, is what the new 
believers are seeking. 

Who is in better shape, the 
240-lb. man who can pick up the 
front end of a Honda Civic or the 
89-Ib. woman who can run the Bos¬ 
ton Marathi in 2:48:33, as 41- 
year-oid Milci Gorman did this 
year? The zealots ol the-new fit¬ 
ness say, with rueful shakes of 
their heads, that if the weight 
lifter can't run a mile and three- 
quarters in twelve minutes (assum¬ 
ing he is under 30), he can’t claim 
to be in excellent shape, and that 
if he can’t trundle at least one mile 
in that time, his condition is poor. 

The shinnies of the world have, 
in i^ect, righteously estaUitdied 
fitness standards that rewu-d their 
own strengths and forgive tfamr 
weaknesses. Then, like other con- 
vertt, they have proclaimed in 
terms not open to contradiction 
that their go4 ia the one true god, 
and that those human regular 
exercise programmes will end up 
frying in their own fat. 

Nothing, not even exercise, is 
more tiresome than listening to 
some cholesterol-free w i n d o a g 
hyperventilate about how his 
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«Mrn hM billed, lii* triflsrc*' 
rid* kml haa drmpM, Ua a«a»al 
parf onaaon ia aff tha duita. and 
Bia Uia txpactuuy haa appraachad 
that af a Gattpapoa taitalaa, all 
bacauaa ha haa baaun dally taaaiaoa 
an an axardaa ncycla. Nathiog 
atimiilataa tha gag raflax aa gukUy 
aa nawa photaa af antire laihilies 
—mom, «d and aix children—^Jog- 
giag in identical wamk-up auita. And 
naming ia more appalling than, aa 
a l(X-tD>lS-niile'a>week runner 
(which ia to aay a moderate luna¬ 
tic; some jittery-eyed types run- 
100 miles a we^). to hear the 
deadening quack of zealotry come 
from omi’s own mouth. Long-dis¬ 
tance runnera aro lonely because 
they are insufferable 

It would be euicr to dismiss the 
quack, however, if so many of the 
smug skinnies wnc not former fat¬ 
ties and former cardiac patients. 
There is no unarguable proof that 
heavy aerobic exercise programmes 
prevent coronary blockage and 
heart disease (aerobic means living 
in air, and in fitness terminoloi^ it 
refers to sp<n*ts like running, 
which cause prolonged hufilng and 
puffing). The medical arguments 
are not ovm' whether running is 
bad or good for people, however. 
They are between medical enthu¬ 
siasts—such as Dr Thomas Bassler, 
a (^lifornia pathologist who advi¬ 
ses heart patiants that if they stop 
smoking, run at least one mara¬ 
thon, then settle down to a regime 
of three six-mile runs a week, meir 
heart conditions will never worsen 
—and moderates who object that 
not enou ji evidence is in. 

Some of the moderates say it 
may not be the running itself that 
is to beneficial but the temperate 
life that running requires — no 
smoking, little drinking, a sensible 
diet. (Miers spMulate that self- 
selection may be involved: that only 
the strongest of heart patients opt 
for running, and that these pro¬ 
bably would make good recovmet 
anyway. 

Runners Know. To \fae runners— 
tfaare may be 7 milliop to 10 mil¬ 
lion of us, though many are anti- 
org types and hard ta count—and 
the running doctm-s, there is no 
such uncertainty. Runners think 
they know something the 
civilians haven’t discovered yet. So, 
quite clearly, do the gristly fol¬ 
lowers of me othm- aerobic citi¬ 
zens’ ^rts—basketball, swimming, 

S ling, cross<ount]T skiing, sin- 
I tennis, racquetball, squash, 
rowing and hiking. But running 
(my speed or fastm-) and jogging 
(your speed or slower, unless you 
are faster, in which case points are 
awarded for narrative style) are 
the most visible and accessible of 
the fitness q>orts, and to civilians 
who don’t participate, the most 
painful and absurd. Running can 
sund for the rest 

Not long ago, a 29-year-old run¬ 
ner sagged into a phone booth and 


called hUpfdkurist, Xlr. Murray 
WaisanfsM. at bis offica in Mm* 
hattan. Ba had just run 35 milas 
of a 52-mUo ultra-marathon, ba 
said, and imw ha was having lag 
raasms. What diould he do to ctm- 
tlnue the race? 

Dr. Weisanftdd, who trained, 
like other foot shrtnkers, in the 
humble expectation of ministming 
mostly to shoe-pinched fat ladies, 
has grown accustomed to runners. 
He told his patient, not entirely 
sm-iously, and perhaps not entirely 
in jest, to cmioult a psychiatrist. 

Vic Braden, the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia tennis pro, says that running 
is crazy. *T think when rou put 
yourself under stress like that, 
there have got to be some reel 
negative juices flowing I see peo¬ 
ple whn pretend to bq happy as 
joggers and they’re absolutely 
muerable. It’s become like a sec¬ 
ond job for them ” 

Braden’s notion of the miser¬ 
able, duty-whipped jogger is hard 
to support by talking to the run¬ 
ners themselves. In farm country 
near Aurora, HI., a couple of 
weeks ago, 17 souls who could 
have been sitting in front of the 
tube with six-packs smeared vase¬ 
line on their feet, to ward off 
blisters, and loped off for a SO-mile 
foot race. The temperature was 
close to 90 degrees. By the 20-inile 
mark, 35-year''nld Romance Lan¬ 
guage Teacher Alberto Meza gave 
up and rolled under a faucet in 


tbn JoiNuoa^i Metiad Fgraac IW' 
aarvx. wmnr atraamad over Ida 
bead and daini over bis rad fiabaat 
shirt witli its Beatnn Marathea 
patch. 

Meza was dteerfid. Five years 
ago, he said, ba was orsreNddht 
and out of shape. "I picked runmag 
becciue I’m net athletic at aff. I 
couldn’t do anything elae la Chile 
I got kicked out of soccer class.” 
Now, down bnm 180 lbs. to 145 Bis., 
he covers at ieest 15 miles a day. 
“It’s great," he said. 

Richard Guse, a 42-year-old May- 
ville, Wis., bu^nessman, finished 
the .Aurora race in a little over 
seven hours, conting in third. He 
wort a ted, white and blue bathing 
suit, down the front of which he 
poured ice cubes periodically. He 
said lie runs a marathon each 
month. He started running a nam- 
ber of jreaire ago when he was pla¬ 
gued insomnia and drowqr 
spells. The exercise pulled him out 
of his physical slump “I owe nqr 
whole life to it,” he says now. 
Like Meza (and enough other 
middle-aged runners to suggest a 
personality pattern). Guse says 
that he was, not much of an aot- 
lete as a boy. Now he takas faint¬ 
ly malicious pleasure in seeing his 
old classmates who played on the 
first string. "Most of tiiem are all 
fat and flabby now.” 

(to be continued.) 

Courtesy: Time magazine. 


No need to despair 


N O playgrounds, not enough tea¬ 
chers. How can we promote 
physical education? A cry of des¬ 
pair, to which the Amencan phy¬ 
sical education expert. Dr Arthur 
W. Howard had no regard. 

Howard, who recently returned 
to his native land after nearly four 
decades of service to the cause of 
physical education in India, spoke 
out, when I met him in the course 
of making a survey on sports. 

"Every school can have a physi¬ 
cal education clam. If necessary 
you can clear a class room and 
teach the boys something positive. 
All that is needed is a syllabus 
and sincerity in working it.” 

He spelt out his scheme. Three 
things were needed: trained tea¬ 
chers, a ^workable syllabus and a 
climate or atmosphere of respect 
for physical education, a belief in 
its values. 

The syllabus must be a workable 
one as there was no sense in having 
a big syllabus with all activities 
known to India, when schools lac¬ 
ked the facilities and there was 
only one period a week allotted in 
the time-table and, one after Khool 
hours. Every syllabus should at 
least have cme item from each of 


the following: developmental axar- 
cises, apparatus, rfaytitm, combar 
tives, games, athletics, and, where 
facilities are available, aquatics. 

"We can go back to the original 
(^vernment of India syllabus as 
the basis and make a smectioit to 
simplify msitters. The limitation 
can be at the sute level, prefereMy 
Bt the school level or even at the 
individual school level.’’ 

Howerd ineisted that the working 
of the lyllabas must be scrutimbed 
at every inweetion of the school 
by the regular inspector. And he 
must give a physical education re¬ 
port on every visit, as to how the 
class he called out for showing its 
activity locdced. Such a report 
ritould be followed up by the 
Department of Education leading 
to positive action a^mst the school 
—ranging from an immediate re¬ 
primand to a cutting of grant. 

The school, Howard was assm- 
tive, should suffer for the failure 
to teach phytical education and 
not the student. “We have put Ml 
the pressure on the student end 
the parent. The focus should be mi 
the headmaster and the school. 
This will produce results.’’ 

— P. N. SUNDARESAN 
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Hive you secured ? 
Sportsweek's 

World of Cricket 

(April-June 1977) 

* Anstralia ia England 

* Palciatan in Vfnx Indies 

* Ranji Trophy & domestic season 

PLUS REGULAR FEATURES 

Score-cards, Statistics, Records, Career Teat 
Averages, Colour Blow-ups. 

THE WORLD'S BEST TEAM OF WRITERS 


R. T. Brittenden 
Tony Cozier 
Ron Hendridcs 
Tony Lewis 
Chris Martin-Jenkins 
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Mich ad Melford 
K. N. Prabhu 
Ray Robinson 
Sunder Rajan 
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MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY TODAY 
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Soccer notes 



‘feJ*R(MkI Kiahntir to Kutyakumari 
” toccar ia oMily the most po¬ 
pular sport in tiiie country- Con- 
soquently it has become toe cen¬ 
tre of many controversies and 
clashes. One such was witnessed at 
toe start of toe recent All-Indto 
Football Federation meeting in 
Bangalore where more than one 
r^esentative turned up to be the 
ri^tful representative of Delhi 
and Punjab. The trouble led to 
toe derecognition of toe two states 
by toe federation. 

It must have been indeed an 
eatraordinary siitot to find toe 
celebrated Jarnail Singh quietly 
moving into toe empty Kaveri Hall 
an hour before toe commencement 
of toe AIFF meeting and occupy¬ 
ing toe seat res«rv^ for toe re¬ 
presentative from Punjab. Adored 
and admired by countless fans as 
one of the finest defenders in the 
land in his h <9 day, Jarnail played 
an entirely different role. He bad 
come to raise his voice against the 
action of Dwarka Dass Sehgal, the 
powerful president of toe Punjab 
Football Association. 

This was a figltt completely dif¬ 
ferent from the battles he had 
waged on the playfields. Jarnail 
Singh had been functioning as sec¬ 
retary of the Punjab As.sociation 
and when he was away in Kuala 
Lumpur as an official of toe In¬ 
dian team, Sehgal convened the 
association’s meeting and elected 
a set of office-bearers, excluding 
Jarnail Singh. 

This 'was the beginning of toe 
clash in Punjab. Jarnail took up 
the stand that under the constitu¬ 
tion the president was not authori¬ 
sed to convene toe meeting which 
was also not due. Jarnail said toe 
meeting could be convened only 
by the secretary. Since toe elec¬ 
tions were due only in 1977, Jarnail 
convened toe meeting and a new 
set of officials were elected. 


So two parallel associatimis came 
into existence and to get recond- 
tion for his body Jarnail knocked 
at the doors of the AIFF. The fe¬ 
deration meeting heard JanuiPs 
plea as also the version of Sehgal 
who had been attending the federa¬ 
tion meetings on behalf of Punjab 
for years and under whose tenure 
Punjab had twice claimed the San- 
tosh Trophy and the stock of toe 
state reached a new high- In facL 
in popularity toe Punjab teams are 
in no way inferior to the Calcutta 
giants. 

The AlFF’s stand over the issue 
was conveyed to the two groups 
who were asked to come to a com- 

S mise within three months, fail- 
which the federation would 
e suitable actimi in toe matter; 
For Sehgal there was added 
comflture. One eS the senior mem¬ 
bers of toe federation, he was tip- 


The clash—it’s ridiculous 


ped for vice-presidentship as well. 
The honour eluded him, obviously 
as a sequel to this cratroversy. 

As things stand the chances of a 
compromise between the two seem 
remote. It would need hard efforts 
by powerful forces to bring about 
toe reconciliation between the two 
— one an outstanding player in toe 
field and toe other whose has im¬ 
mensely contributed towards the 
uplift of soccer in Punjab. 

Punjab’s troubles were of recent 
origin. On toe other hand Delhi 
has a lot of experience of it. For 
years now the tpotlif^t has been 
on officials and the actual players 
have been relegated b^ind. Ihings 
have been going umsy turvy every 
now and then. The last years of toe 
long reign of S. L. Ghoto, a former 
AIFF statistician and secretary of 
the Delhi Association, were packed 
with controversies, leading to his 
resignation. C. L. Sharma succeed¬ 
ed him, but afto- a short while 
charges of maladntinistration were 
levelled agaiast him. 

At toe March 1974 meeting of 
the AIFF in Madras, G. L. Juneja 
aired grievances and brought to 
the notice of toe AIFF the split 
in toe Delhi Association. The fede¬ 
ration set up a probe body con¬ 
sisting of Nurul Amin and Vijay- 
rangam. The two lawyers declar<^ 


a "vacuum” in the Delhi Asaocie- 
tion and for some time no associa¬ 
tion existed in the cqtltaL Lelar 
under AIFF simervision, electiOB^ 
were held and Subfaash Chopra bi^ 
came president and Nawaouddin 
secretBi 7 . The funetkming was far 
from smooth and toe situation be¬ 
came fluid. 

Another change came in June 
1975 when P. C. Chaudhary was 
elected president and Juneja sec¬ 
retary. Chaudhary made it known 
that he would act only for mie 
year and ctmsequently tendered 
his resignation earlier tols year. 
The poet is still vacant. There were 
allegations against toe working of 
toe secretary and it has led to ano¬ 
ther split and all toe chaos at 
Bangalore. 

Two sets of officials landed fit 
Bangalore and dramatic scenes 
were witnessed. The federation has 
given Delhi tiiree mniths to set 
its house in order failing wfakto 
necessa^ steps would be taken. 
Promotion of the game has been 
badly suffm-ed wito the officMa 
busy in pulling strings in different 
directions. At Bang^ore the tide- 
gates to toe meeting described the 
"intruders” as baratis (members of 
a marriage party). It is ail ridi¬ 
culous. 

— SW Correspomktot 


Wedding bells for All 



World heavyweight bmting champion Muhammad All 
receivea a khn bom hit briie Veronica Porche after their 
nmeriage at Beverly HUla on June 19. It was AU’s tttord 
msanilage, her first 


as 
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Motoring trio 

A TEAM of tliree motorists. Dr 
Bomsi Wadta. Surerii Maik 
taad Adi Malgham, will coi^sote in 
tte London-Sydney Rally starting 
iMm London on August 14, 1977. 
llO teams from all over the world 
are expected to take part. 

The Indian team is being spon¬ 
sored by Tdcsons Limited, one of 
Hie pioneers in the field of this 
y ort, «id Air-India, the national 
Pag carrier. Teksons Limited are 
the largest manufacturers of auto¬ 
mobile cooling systems and fliexi- 
Mas in the country with a subs^ 
tfary manufacturing operation in 
nngapore under the name of Cool¬ 
ing Systems and Fkxibles Pvt Ltd. 
Twcsim have organised and spon- 
sored many events at the club and 
even national level. 

AirJndia it airlifting the team 
and cm to London and back from 
Sydney to Bombay, with whatever 
aervlcat Its stations alwoad can 
offer being made available. 

The event, which is being organi¬ 
sed by International Sporting 
Events, London, will cover by far 
the longest route ever — a total 
of 30,000 km over a period of 1} 
nwB^s. This will be over rugged 
country through Holland, Belgium, 

Germany, Prance, Switzerland, 
Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, 
Iran, Af^anistan, India, Malaysia 
Singapore, Indonesia and Aus¬ 
tralia, including three see cross- 
bm. Approximately 3,000 km of 
Ae route will be in India, while 
mssing through Delhi, Bombay, 
Bangalore and Madras, somewhere 
tomrds the last week of August 
»77. 

The hardest and Irnigest sector, 
whidi may well decide 



Surcah Naik (left), Bomsi Wadia and Adi Malgham .. 
motwinc trto 


of the rally, will be in Australia 
where the rally will criss-cross the 
entire continent under extremely 
difficult changes of terrain and 
climate. The rally will end in 
Sydney around S^tember 28, 1977. 

The Indian team will use a Ford 
Cortina Mk II, the very same car 
operated by Dr Wadia in the first 
London-Sydney Carathon during 
1968. The car has been assiduously 
rebuilt by Suresh Naik and Ali 
Malgham using a large number of 
indigenout components. 

Inverarlty In form 

A USTRALIA’S batsmen have 
^ been struggling to find their 
form on English wickets dtis sum¬ 
mer—but one of their former Test 
colleagues has been reaping a har¬ 
vest of runs in the Kent League. 
John invwrarity, who played in 
1972 tour of 



AbPbhgi Jasdeordp (left), 
Maphri mid minr r~ 

Ml M) 


gfltr Wi 
peirtnlt 


Imd tmveUed Hie 


England under Bill Lawry and 
then retired from international 
cricket, has played a leaiBng role 
in taking powerful Maidatone club. 
The Mote, ten points clear at the 
top of the Kent League. 

Inverarity has strcdced his way to 
an unbeaten century and two half- 
centuries in five innings, and, iuat 
for good measure, has twice taken 
more than five wickets with his 
left-arm spin. 

The 33-year-old West Australian, 
from Perth, belies the traditional 
image of cricketers from Down 
Under. He is quiet and atudious, 
wears glasses and teaches mathe¬ 
matics at Colin Cowdrey’s old 
school, Tonbridge. 

Inverarity completes his two- 
year contract at Tonbridge this 
summer and had planned to stay 
on in England and take a post¬ 
graduate course at Oxford. 

But The Mote are now resigned 
to losing the services of Hie talen¬ 
ted Aussie all-rounder became be 
hu decided to return home to 
Perth in the autumn for family 
reasons. 

Well done. Sir 

A PORTRAIT of Homi ContrK- 
tor, former cricketer, sdtec- 
tor and adminiatrator, who hu 
done Yeoman service to Hie Dr. R. 
D. Kanga Memorial Librery u its 
secretary since its incqiition in 1950 
was unveiled by MidittariitrB Indus- 
trim snd Sports Minister S. K. 
Wankhede after the annual general 
meeting of the Library at Hie 
BCA’s Garware Pavilion last wnak- 

ViJu Merehaat, the ehainnanaf 
the library, Abmai Jaidaiivala 
and S. K. Wankhade paid 'tfowtag 
tributas to Contractor's servkm to 
CridEat and the Library. 
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Pick the best 


W ITH the breakdown of die 
talks between die Internatio¬ 
nal Cricket Conference and Kerry 
Packer it now seems certain that 
Packer will go on with the pro¬ 
posed super Teat series. 

The Australian Board has assur¬ 
ed the Indian cricket authorities 
diat the Indian tour of Australia 
this winter will not be affected. 
They have further said that they 
can field as many as three teams 
of equal strength. Whatever the 
composition of the team may be it 
is bound to be much weaker than 
the present Australian side and 
might include only four of the {^la¬ 
yers from the side now touring 
England—Cosier, Serjeant, Hughes 
and Dymock. 

The Indian Board should not 
take it dasy and pick the best pos¬ 
sible side Let us not forget the 
fact that the Indian team on var¬ 
ious tours has lost to a lot of coun¬ 
tries, 

Once again the playmrs who will 
be touring Australia and playing 
their first match on Novemb^ 2 
will have to really sweat it out, 
playing Ranji, Duleep and Deodhar 
Trophy matches as well as the 
Irani Cup match before leaving. 
We won’t hear the same excuse 
that die boys have had too much 
cricket. 

— Raja Chatterjee (Calcutta). 

Unique? 

'TaURlNG the recently concluded 
^ Jubilee Test at Lord’s an in¬ 
teresting situation arose. On the 
last day when Australian batsman 
Serjeant was out. Marsh joined 
Hookes. They are both left-handers 
and as the bowling was in the 
hands of Underwood and Lever the 
scene was dominated by left¬ 
handers. Wonder whether such a 
situation has arisen before? 

— S. V. Athalye (Bombay). 

Superb issue 

T hanks fm* a superb issue of 
SPORTSWBEK’s World of 
Cricket (April-June 1977). I am 
faacinated with the wealth of sta¬ 
tistical iuformadon it'containa. The 
Test career averages of all the 
world’s leading players are very 
helpful. The contents — articles— 
are superb, but die colour spreads 
should have been better pristed. 
•— Mahant Ram (Poona-3). 


Drastic changes nMcled 


tN SW June 19 Ramanatban Kri- 
■* shnan has said that the future 
of Indian tennis is bleak. This is 
indeed a poor situation but nodiing 
better can be expected unless dbra- 
stic chmiges are made. 

In the various clubs all over 
India there are numerous talented 
and spirited youngsters trying to 
master the game. In most of the 
ordinary clubs these sroungsters 
are taught by persons who give 
them practice for barely half an 
hour a day, without any interest 
about their progress. Eventually 
the youngsters develop faults with 
their game which cannot be correc¬ 
ted later, unless they are detected 
and corrected at an early sttge. 

Youngsters 

int? ITH the series against Austra- 
^ lia just round the comer, the 
selectors should start building the 
Indian team, which, apart from 
containing some experienced mem¬ 
bers, should also have a proportio¬ 
nate number of youngsters, espe¬ 
cially pacemen. 

Ghavri is a certainty. Burman is 
on his way up, and should find a 
place. Although Madan Lai is very 
susceptiMe even to Ghavri’s boun¬ 
cers and pace, he should be taken 
as a mere paceman. Of the young 
.seamers, Rajendra Jadeja has 
shown the greatest promise. Be¬ 
sides, he is a useful bat too. 

Kirmani and Bharat Reddy are 
our two best wicketkeepers; while 
Bedi, Prasanna, Chandrasekhar and 
Venkarraghavan are certain to 
make the trip. 

Gavaskar and Viswanath are in 
without doubt. Brijesh Patel, Surin- 
der Amamath and Ashok Mankad 
diould find places comfortably. 
The remaining two placet left for 
openers could pose a problem. 
Gaekwad, Chauhan and Vengsarkar 
appear on die horizon as possible 
candidates My vote would go to 
Gaekwad and Vengsarkar. 

— L. Navlakhi (Bombay). 

Achievement 

S PORTSWEEK’s World of Cric¬ 
ket (April-June, 1977), coming 
within 90 days of ybur last issue, 
is an achievement. Conmats for dw 
timely ardciea from Tony Lewia, 
Miciiael Melford and ChriMtmher 
Martin-Jenldns on the England- 
Austrulia jubilee series. 

KhaUd Antari’s complete analy¬ 
sis of die problem pceed by Mr. 
Kerry Packer ia revealing. 

— Bina Marathe (Bombay-51). 


Tbia crampa dieir style eiid lowers 
the standwd of die game. 

Then after a few more yoifS of 
fruitless endeavour they give ap^ 
This can be overcome if the young¬ 
sters are given proper coaching by 
a recognised coach. I am a victim 
of such circumstances and hence 
I am sure this is one of the main 
reasons for the downfail of many 
young players. 

There are also other reasons. 
More tournaments should be held 
in clubs. From these tournaments 
some cf the ^ungsters can be 
chosen and be given special traia- 
ing. In this way younger players 
will not only improve their game 
but they will also gain experience. 

— Shohini (jhodi 
(Calcutta)- . 


Partial 

raURlNG the Asian Grand Prix 
^ tennis tournament I heard 
foreign tennis fans complain diat 
our cri.wds were inclined to be 
somewhat partisan. Yet when I 
listened last week to the Virginie 
Wade-Betty Stove Wimbledoif wo¬ 
men’s singles finals, 1 felt die 
crowd cheered only Vir^nia. 

Taking into account mat it waa 
the Wimbledon centenary and fm 
the first time in ei^t years a &i- 
tish girl was fighting it out for tlm 
much coveted crowi^ surely the 
British crowds, which are oftim 
held up as models of sportsmui- 
ship, could have applauded Betty 
Stove more wholeheartedly when¬ 
ever she won a point. In fact It 
was not necessary to await the 
commentator’s announcement of 
the score as enthusiastic end pro¬ 
longed applause inevitably meant 
that Virginia had scored. 

— B. Krtshnama (Secunderidwd). 

Discourtesy 

vyHAT compelled Jimoiy Con- 
nors to stay away firom the 
parade of former Wimbledon dian- 
pions is rather difficult to compre¬ 
hend. On the face of the incidmit 
it looks as if it was a. calculated 
attempt to miss the pmade and 
thus belittle Wimbledon. The AlL 
En^and Tennis Club lighter deci¬ 
ded not to award him the comme¬ 
morative medal for discourtesy. 
Tennis enthusiasts expect bettmr 
behaviour on and off court. 

— R. Bukkam (Goa). 
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JlpEW Maharaja’s Gold Cup win- 
" nan have won with such au¬ 
thority as Squanderer did in Ban- 
gailore last Sunday in recent years, 
acme has been as such a short 
price (10 to 3 on) and none had 
done so in his first appearance of 
the season. These facts .collectively 
make ^e invincible son of Valo- 
roao-Milky Way the grratest of the 
Indian-brcnl winners since the six¬ 
ties, if not since the commence¬ 
ment of this glamorous event, and 
that probably explains the tumul- 
tucras reception he received. 

DcsiMte the facts that Shinde 
was astride the colt for the first 
time (Jagdish had done duty on him 
in all his 10 previous starts, nine 
at which had been winning ones), 
that he was out for the first time 
end thet be was pitted against the 
South India champion Kitty Bank 
. in the select field of six the public 
confidrace in his ability was such 
that second-favourite Kitty Bank 
coi^ be had at fives. Squanderer 
more than lived up to his position 
^ in tim betting and proved beyimd 
doubt that he is the best horse in 
training today. 

Shinde kept him fourth as 
Spanish Dancer and Prime Time 
made a fast pace. Squanderer was 
moved up into third position at the 
SOO whcwe Spanish Dancerwas 
loading from Amontillado. The lat¬ 
ter simn went in front but Squan¬ 
derer oautil^iM; im to him and was 
the fl^i^to mo homestretch. 
There ; yis no race thereafter. 
Squanderer trav^ed easily with a 
watchful Shinde looking over his 
Aeulder and when Kitty Bank 
emne within striking distance of 
' him Shinde just sho^ up the colt 


Super Squanderer 


and he surged forward for a six 
lengths victory in the good time of 
2 minutes, 21 seconds for 2,200 me¬ 
tres in good going with one-metre 
wide false rails up from the 1,100 
to 600. 

On this showing the 2,400 metres 
Indian Turf Invitation Ciqp (July 
26) is now only of academic inte¬ 
rest as is the Governor’s Cup over 
the same distance with which the 
30 Day season will end on July 31. 
Squanderer’s victory gave Bombay 
champion trainer R. R. Byramji 
his third consecutive victory in 
this race as he had won it with 
Comitianche last year and Sweet 
Memories the year before that. It 
is significant to note that both 
went on to win the Govwnor’s Cup, 
the President of India Gold Cup 
in Hyderabad and the Indian St. 
Leger in Pune, which will also be 
Squanderer’s targets. 

Byramji also won this race in 
1973 with Noble Princess, who 
clocked the course record time of 
2 minutes, 18 3/5 seconds. Shinde 
won this race on Richelieu in 1974. 
Squanderer, who is owned by Ran- 
jit V. Bhat, and I. S. Mirchandani, 
carried the same colours as Com- 
manche, whom Bhat owned jointly 
with Yogesh M. Shah. Squanderer, 
Commanche and Buck Passer 
(1969) are the only Bangalore 
l^rby winners to claim those races 
and Squanderer and Commanche 
are the only Indian Derby winners 
to be victorious in it. 

Byramji and Shinde dominated 
the week-end. The trainer sent out 
six winners in the 19 races and 
Shinde, who rode all of them, also 
won with Ipi Trnnbo. In fact, 
Shinde was first past the post on 
an eighth occasion when he steered 
Water of Life to a pillar-to-post vic¬ 
tory in the 2,000 metres Bangaltwe 
Cup but as the filly had caused 
obvious interference to second- 
placed Vedette Renee it was evi¬ 
dent that Shafiq, who was on the 


runner-up, would ol^t The dtua- 
tion was cenfuaed whan Emaat 
Alford, who wak on Oonaoni, vdw 
finished fourth bahind CtS^ King; 
also protested uainat Vedetta 
Renee. Only Shanq’t proteac was 
uobeld and Vedette Renee was 
placed first and Water of Life was 
relegated to second positioa. 


ft is of absorbing academic inte¬ 
rest to work out what would have 
happened if both objections had 
bem favoured by the stewards. At 
Congoni would go ahead of Vedette 
Renee and as Vedette Renee 
would have to be placed ahead 
of Water of Life. The re¬ 
vised placings would have been 
Coffee King first, 'Congoni second. 
Vedette Renee third and Water of 
Life fourth. Accordingly, Coffee 
King would have been ^fted the 
race. Many years ago in Bombay 
the rider of the third-placed Con¬ 
stantine objected against the sec¬ 
ond horse. Most racegoers thou^t 
this to be a silly protest as three 
places would be paid, diere was no 
forecast po^ at the time and the 
difierence in the stake money was 
marginal. But the jockey knew his 
rules. His protest was upheld and 
as the first horse ran in the same 
ownm'ship as that of the second 
Constantine was awarded the race! 


Watch Chashm-E-Shahi, Take 
Notice, Warrior's Call and Maze- 
daar, feey will win before the close 
and follow Manitou and NoUe 
Planter (late Youim Hopeful) till 
they are beaten. Ine last named 
has created something of a record. 
Though he is listed as "pedigree 
unknown’’ he is reported to have 
changed 'hands for Rs 1,25,(XM>1 

An Alford will not ride in Pune 
after all. S. M. Shah has changed 
his plans and has engaged And. 
Ernest Alford will ride for R. R. 
Reddy in Hyderabad and the other 
Iwothers will probably be seen in 
action in Mysore. 



fiqtikndcrer (Sbinde up) whuilng front Kitty Bank itt the MMiaraJa'g 
Gold Cup at Baagidoro 
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SAHARA VACUUM FLASK 

survived 90 km. of bad roacL 
iTiink how safe it is in day-to-day handfing 



Sahara's aaerat: ita aaamlaaa rafill 
makas it atrongar 

Most other refills have a seam—that's 
where a refill is weakest and cracks aasily. 
The Sahara Vacuum Flask has a seatniess 
refill that makes it strong all over! 

To demonstrate this, we tested Sahara 
under an actual situation—a picnic. 

We packed it in a 
hamper and drove it 
in a jeep, over 90 km. 
of bumpy road. 

Sahara survived all 
the bumps, while 
other ordinary refills 
would have broken 
all too easily. 

Yes, Sahara will withstand normal shocks 
in everyday handling. 

Superior eilver coating; to retain 
temperatures longer 

Sahara's stronger seamless refill also 
has a superior silver coating with a perfect 
reflecting surface—to ensure that the flask 
keeps Its contents hot or cold...even longer. 

World'Class ref ills—in demand 
worldwide 

These strong seamless refills are 
widely exported, even to sophisticated 
markets abroad. Your assurance of 
Sahara's international quality. 

Sahara cornea to you in a wide range 
of beautiful designs 

Stunning designsl...Elegant geometricsls, 
unusual stripes, brilliant florals, pretty 
nursery patterns...All yours to choose fromi 
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Ilie nourldiiiiait that builds leslstaflce. 
safegoanis health day aftra day. 


Horiicks, taken regularly, gives your 
temily the nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps them full of 
hiehh Health tnat means success 
eitd happiness. Health that keeps you 
fH end Mtive and builds security 
Horiicks It's the only one that 
doctors all over the world 
recommend The only one that gives 
so much nourishment because its rich 
pure ingredients are combined by the 


unique Horiicks process which retains 
their natural goodness and makes them 
easy to digest 

That’s why Suchitra has made 
Horiicks a part of her family's life She 
knows that Horiicks gives them 
health protection 

Like Suchitra, give your family 
Horiicks every day and watch them 
grow in health and strength through 
all the years ahead 


Horiicks IS a prime taurca 
of nourishment It has given 
consistent goodness through 
the years I recommend 
Horiicks to build Op your 
family s resistanea and keep 
them healthy and active day 
after day ‘ 


HORUCKS-llie Great Nouridier. 

*ln Nerth and West nnas miy, 
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gi^ng needs... 



invest in Central Bank's 

Money Multiplier 
DeposK Scheme 

See Rs. 5000 become Rs. 10.040 
in 7 years and Rs.lS.SSS inlO years. 

That s how fast your money grows 
in Money Multiplier Deposit Scheme 
keeping your savings always 
one step ahead of your needs 
Minimum deposit Rs 100/ or 
multiples thereof 
For details, please contact 
the nearest Central Bank branch. 



Cenhtil Bonk of indm 

(A Govarnmcnt of India Undartaking) 

The Bank that moves out to people and places 



SPORTSWEEK's 

Spot 


Watch out 
for 

the second 
contest 
in 

the 

coming weeks 

First prize: 

Rs. 100 

Second prize 

Rs. 50 

Third prize. 

Rs. 25 


re«pon&e to the SPORTSWEEK’*. Spot the 
Ball contest 1 was, as usual, overwhelm 
ing As manv as 7,648 entries were received Out 
congratulations to Angelo I ernandes of Borda 
Goa for hitting ihe spot He will receive the fust 
pi I/I of Rs 100 



-the-Ball 
Contest... I 


A R Chauhan of Nagpur 
and Sandip Mehta of Calicut 
came very near the spot 
they will receive the second 
and third pnzee of Rs 50/ 
and R. 25 , respectively 

Atul Dau, Sew Delhi, C 
N Ganesh, Nc Delhi, Papiya 
Ghosh, Pamhatif D i g a n t a 
Thakur, Jorhat, V S Mahen* 
dhar, Madraa>23, and Akhil 
Sinha, Gwalior were near the 
spot but not near-enough to 
win the prizes We wuh them 
better luck next tune 

We congratulate all win¬ 
ners. Their prizes will be des¬ 
patched within three weeks. 
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KHALID ANSARI: 


Will the Packer 
* circus* succeed? 


T he reBMurIng news ‘n the words of ‘a beaming 
Cri-Control Board president Ram Prakasb 
Mehra that the proposed Indian tour of Australia 
“is definitely on” is most welcome 

On bis return home after attending the Inter¬ 
national Cricket Conference emergency meeting at 
Lord’s, Mehra is reported in a section of the press 
as having said that the Australian Board of Con- 
irol (ABC) was “firm on sticking to its interna¬ 
tional commitments since calling off of the tour 
would have amounted to a heavy loss to it financial¬ 
ly as it had already accepted money from the Na¬ 
tional Broadcasting Corporation as royalty on TV 
coverage of the five Tests diis year.” 

Mehra who had recently stated in what would 
seem to be t^nisical Establishment terms that if the 
proposed cricket ‘Circus’ goes ahead, it will mean 
the end of international cricket, is alsp reported to 
have said id what appears to be rather simplistic 
terminolo^ which betrays rather unsophistica¬ 
ted thought-processes that “the discussions with 
Mr. Kerry Packer were infructuous because the 
members felt that cricket as a team game invol¬ 
ving nations must continue in its pristine tradition 
and glory”. 

Veiy noble indeed and in the most laudable 
stiff upper-lip ‘it’s not cricket traditions It But it is 
obvious dtat the problem involving the 
cricket careers and future of 51 cricketers with as 
much as a mind-boggling 2.S million dollars (Aust.) 
at stake is much more complex in its ramifications 
and thereby difficult of solution than the Board 
resident’s enthusiastic but naive assertions would 
ave us believe. The first reports available are, at 
best, sketchy rendering the ta« of a balanced assess¬ 
ment of the situation at the time of writing, an ex¬ 
ceedingly difficult if not hazardous one. 

It would be sensible, therefore, to turn_ to Ray 
Robinson that venerable chronicler of cricketing 
history the world over and reporter par excellence, 
for further ‘light’. Says a dentatch from Robinson, 
in rather ominous terms, “television-run exhibition 
icricket clashing with India’s Testa in Australia next 
season now looks more likely than ever". 
^Refeiring to the “fiv e p roposals" of the ICC, 
Rohinioa~8taM that Packw has agreed to concede 
one viz. tfaM players contracted to him “would be 
made availeblA for Test matches and offier first-class 
games where there was no clash”. 

It is a well-known fact that as per the itinerary 
as it stands today, at least one Test — the ffiird Mel¬ 
bourne Test scheduled for December 30,' 1977 to 
January 4, 1978 — and at least a few first<lass 
games will definitely clash with the su|>er-series, 
causing former Australian Test off-spinno' Ashley 
Malian to opine that he would “rather watch on TV, 
a team comprising such greats as the Chappells, 
Dennis Lillee, Jen Thomson\aind Douglas waiters 
against the likes of Graeme Pollock, Barry Richards, 
John Snow, Mike Procter and Derek Underwood 
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than watch a ‘second-rate’ Australian Test ^de 
clash agains' India at a major oyol”. The bteakdown 
the talks means a pathetically weak Australian 
line-up against India. Mallett like many right-iftinking 
cricket lovers, too, expresses the hope that a com¬ 
promise will be reached and, “international cricket, 
gs we know it, will continue to thrive”. 

But Robinson’s above-mentioned despatch belies 
hopes that a compromise will be reached in the 
near future. Packer has blamed "the stubbornness” 
of the ICC for the breaking down of the London 
talks. Referring to the controversial and crucial 
issue of TV rights—for Packer’s multi-million dollar 
package has as its raison d’etre TV rights and spon¬ 
sorship —, the Channel Nine tycoon has stated omin¬ 
ously “from now on I will take no steps to help any¬ 
one. It is every man for himseir’. 

If one were to go by the threat implicit in ffiis 
remark, the battle-lines are clearly drawn. The horse¬ 
trading bargain the wheeler-dealer Packer had de¬ 
manded in return for acceptance of ffie ICC’s five 
proposals was a guarantee now, of exclusive rights 
for his Channel Nine network to televise Australian 
cricket after the Australian Board’s current contract 
with the National Broadcasting Corporation ends in 
1979, 

Whereas the ICC members were unanimous in 
their opinion that no country should be asked to 
submit to such a demand now or in future, the Aus¬ 
tralian Board chairman and treasurer showed willing¬ 
ness to recommend that their Board consider the 
granting of mcclusive television rights, not hitherto 
granted in Australia and, if approved. Packer’s com¬ 
pany would be given equal opportunity with others 
to make an offer. 

What with Packer’s plans of getting exclusive 
TV rights (which to him as a purely mercenary cir¬ 
cus‘ring-master’. were vital insofar as his parage 
had depended on TV sponsorships irrespective of 
whether or not the crowds turned up to watch his 
matches) aborted for the time being, it is hard^ 
surprising to read about the venting of spleen on his 
part viz. “my series will now go on and if any action 
IS taken against players we have signed, our attitude 
will harden". 

At ffie time of writing at any rate, this would 
appear to be an empty boast unless the resourceful 
Packer who revealed tremendous finesse in timing 
his coup de grace to perfection has other aces up 
his sleeve. But the Australian Board which had all 
along maintained a stoic silence over the imbroglio 
is undoubtedly^in a strong position. 

The wave shocks, the tremors of excitement 
generated by the Packer ‘Circus' has brou^t inter¬ 
national cricket to the cross-roads. Whatever the 

cwitiiMied on p 36 
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5 Aussies go down 


E NGI<ANt> won handsomely at 
Old Trafford. Australia’s bat¬ 
ting, which has been suspect right 
through the tour so far, let them 
down badly at a crucial hour. In 
this second Test time mattered 
more for the tourists than runs. 
Yet the youn& inexperienced Aus¬ 
sie batsmen kept going for their 
shots on a typically under-prepared 
English wicket, and paid the 
penalty. 

Both captains read the wicket 
wrongly to start with. They pre¬ 
ferred to include the extra spin¬ 
ner hoping for turn later in the 
match. The pitch did take a bit of 
spin but there was never enough 
in it to really worry the batsmen. 

Neither O’Keeffe nor Bright for 
tile Australians found the pitch to 
' tiieir liking. Chappell must have 
rued dropping Len Pascoe, who 
through sheer pace had 'established 
some ascendancy over the English 
batsmen in the first Test at Lord’s. 
The English bowlers didn’t do any¬ 
thing exceptional — the Aussies 
just played into their hands. 

The pitch wasn’t really all that 
bad. At its worst it varied a bit in 
bounce and the ball didn’t quite 
come on to the bat as the Austra¬ 
lians like it to, and they fell to poor¬ 
ly executed shots, mostly hooks 
and drives executed unconvin¬ 
cingly. 

Bob Woolmer never wavered in 
his run-amassing stride. He has 
these Aussies in his grasp. They 
just don’t seem to be able to shake 
him. Derek Randall, while not be¬ 
ing as convincing, has not let his 
supporters down. And what can one 
say of Tony Greig? When all 
around him have suddenly begun 
doubting his ability he has calmly 
delivered the goods. 

Greg Chappell must be missing 
Lillee. Jeff Inomson just isn't the 
same striking force and apart from 
getting rid of the hapless Dennis 
Amiss early hasn’t done much else. 
PaScoe was definitely missed at 
Old Trafford and try as hard as 
Max Walker did he just didn’t 
seem to have that extra bit of 
luck. And O’Keeffe and Bri^t 
didn’t measure up to standard. 

Greg Chappell was magnificent. 
In true captain style he stood un¬ 
shakable amid the ruins of his 
side’s batting; If thm-e is any doubt 
that be is the most classic bataman 
on either side, it doesn’t exist any 
longer. Pity he got so little support 
from the other md. 

The Australians wilt have to do a 
lot of homework on their batting 
if they are to save this series. 



Bob Woolmer . . . second consecutive century in Tests 
— Patrick Eagar 
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n r e g Chappell 
. . . a gem of a 
rentury amid the 
Aussie baiting 
ruins. He proved 
his class and is 
easily the best 
batsman on both 
sides but lacks 

support 

Patrick Eagar 




Derek Randan... 
from (hr Cente¬ 
nary Test in Mel¬ 
bourne be hasn’t 
looked back. He 
is today establish¬ 
ed as one of the 
mainstays of Eng¬ 
land's batting 


— C. P. P. 



The shadoWa 
of Boycott ^ 
looms large 

I^EOFF BOYCOTT scored the 
century he wanted as badly as 
any in his career — 102 against 
the Australians at Scarboroui^ 
last week. 

He needed it to ren^nd the selec¬ 
tors he is still a Test opener. 

- To refresh his confidence on a 
day when Yorksttire, 308 behind,' 
faced seemingly inevitable defeat. 

And to refurbish his link with 
the Yorkshire faithful, 7000 of 
them on their feet tr* applaud him 
off. 

This 95th century of his career 
wasn’t a great Boycott innings, but 
it did have all the character of a 
still great batsman. 

He followed this up with another 
Century. 117 against Middlesex 
who have in their attack Wayne 
Daniel and Mike Selvey. So now 
the big question is; Can Boycott 
be kept out of the Etigland team, 
what with Amiss and Brearley not 
faring too well. 

Against the Aussies, he was re¬ 
solute and a tiger on any errors in 
length and line, cracking 16 boun¬ 
daries. 

His critics will make two quali¬ 
fications. The Aussies were with¬ 
out fast bowiers Jeff Thomson and 
Len Pascoe. 

For the second Test at Old Traf- 
ford the panel debated on his re¬ 
turn but decided that it would be 
wrong to bring him back before 
the man he was chosen to replace 
had had two chances to make good. 

Writes Denis Compton: His re¬ 
turn is inevitable in a mid-summer 
of some madnes.s, when hearts seem 
to be ruling minds over cricket 
issues. 

I must confess to being just as 
confused as the rest. My judge¬ 
ment tells me that a man who quit 
the battlefield, leaving his collea¬ 
gues to face the bullets, should 
never be given an opportunity to 
return. 

My heart decrees that every man 
deserves a second chance. 

The main problem our selectors 
face in selecting Yorkshire’s cap¬ 
tain, is that they will be setting a 
precedent, which might be thrown 
in their faces in the future. That 
there would be nothing to prevent 
an England player of the future 
from quitting, safe in the know¬ 
ledge that he might return later. 
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The clash of the giants-;-by ARijnr SEN 


caught napping 


Bagan 



Mihir Bose • • men of 
the metcb 


Best Bengal pleyers Ulaga* 
nathm end wajit rush to 
congratulate Mihir Bo*« (not 
in pk) after he had scored, 
^oumury and Biswsjit 
show their disappointment 


ARRING accidents. East Bengal 
should romp home comfortable 
winners of the Calcutta senior 
division football league this yeat 
They crossed their stiffest hurdle, 
Mohun Bagan, with considerable 
aplomb, and have to get the better 
of a none-too-notable Mohammedan 
Sporting and ground mates Ar^n 
The remaining matches should be 
easy to handle 

Fast Bengal were tactically su 
perioi to Mohun Bagan vdien they 
beat their rivals 2-0 on July 9 
Mcdiun Bagan were clearly the bet 
tei side, but as their wing foi ward 
Subhas Bhowmik lemarked afta 
the match, they “got one and a half 
chances and made it two ” Samresh 
Choudhury took a freekick from 
the centie circle, which Surajit 
Sengupta headed backward Run 
ning just a couple of steps, strikei 
Mthir Bose caught the ball on the 
half volley to send it crashing into 
the net Barely five minutes later, 
Choudhury took another freekick, 
this time about 35 yaids out at an 
acute angle and sent the ball curl 
ing, just past the near post In both 
cases the Mcdiun Bagan defence 
was caught napping In the first, 
there were two stopper backs 
standing in a straight line and in 
the second, the goalkeeper. Biswa 
lit Das, stood near the far post—a 
basic mistake 

On the other hand, Mohun Bagan 
wasted seven flagkirks, two gilt 


edged chances through HaMh and 
substitute Shyam thapu and about 
five others that should have tman 
converted. If one considers that 
hast Bengal also wasted a couple, 
the result should still have been in 
Mohun Bagan's favour 

Here, one must give credit to the 
East Bengal defence In the second 
session, paiticularly, the young* 
sters were covering each other 
very well And the few lapses that 
gave Mtdiun Bagan chances were 
compensated by Bhaskar Ganguly 
in goal, who played the best match 
of his career 

The match was played on the 
Mohun Bagan ground, which can 
accommodate, at most, about 28,000 
spectators The proximity of the 
rival supporteis ted to a clash, a 
little before the match commencM 
The I FA IS extremely lucky that 
the match did not end m a draw, 
which would have meant the con 
tmuation of tension throui^ the 
two exhibition matches of the “big 
two” with Mohammedan Sporting 
Where the demand for tickets runa 
into a lakh, one cannot expect to 
contain just a quarter of it on such 
a packed ground 

During the game, there was a 
pathetic sight Mohun Bagan coach 
P K Banerjee, a former interna¬ 
tional, was crying from the time 
the first goal was scored During 
the interval, he is reported to have 
abused some of the players There¬ 
after, he suited crying again, en- 
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Bast Bengat’s Bhasksr Gangnli stops an Akbar header 


couraging the team atand-bye.s to 
do the same. This behaviour, coup¬ 
led with the decision to .send a re¬ 
serve stopper-back as striker, has 
given rise to questions about his 
efficacy as coach, not only of one 
of the leading Indian teams, but 
of the country, on occasion, too. 

East Bengal coach Amal Dutta's 
confidence in the speed, thrust and 
enthusiasm of youngsters was vin¬ 
dicated. A lot of juniors arc in the 
East Bengal squad and, except for 
Ramen Bhattacoar jee, who was ner¬ 
vous on the big day, and Mcmoran- 
jan Bhattacharjee — who has play¬ 
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ed badly through the season—the 
players wei*e mi the job through¬ 
out. In fact, Mohun Bagan’s su¬ 
periority on the day would have 
been considerably minimised had 
it not been for a sharp shower just 
before the match. 

On the whole, the match was 
well-fought and the Jitters experien¬ 
ced by the players did not show. 
Despite the heavy ground condi¬ 
tions, both teams seemed to have 
a lot of thrust in attack. For the 
spectator, it was a very good battle 
to witness. 
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Bagan's Pradip Choudhury tries to foil Uiaganathan 


East Bengal supporters . . . 
their joy rose to ^at heights 


Ju^ 17. 1»7? 






Athletics notes 


scared or a con trick? 

w 


Running 

F Jimmv Connors and llie Na^ 
tase reach the final at Wimble 
don and then decided to plav mat 
Chea on separate courts, against 
pther lesser opponents, would you 
be satished^ 

That analogj from another sport 
is one way of looking at die re 
cent ostensibly successful Deben 
ham Jubilee Games at Crystal 
Palace, London, in which Alberto 
jbamorena, of Cuba ran in, dnd 
woo, one 1100 metres and his chief 
rivai, Mike Boit of Kenya, ran in 
and won, another two lap race a 
few minutes earlier 

Most of the rapacity crowd seem 
ed quite happs about that Most 


Waigwa and Finland junior An 
Paunonen, had a calf injury 

Nor did they know that Ovett 
had eliminated another chief rival, 
Mike Bolt, before the gun was fire 
— by threatening to ptul out if the 
Kenyan competed 

Both Ovett, in the mile, and 
(Bympic colossus Alberto Juanto 
rena in the 800, were reluctant to 
run against the luckless Boit—a 
pawn in the manipulation by star 
runners of international “invita 
tion” meetings for political and 
personal ends 

These w«re the three-day tactics 
off the track — 

FRIDAY Juantorena arrived. 


diary 800 *B’ race—^wtth the absiHrd 
spectacle of the world’s two fastest 
two lap men running within 18' 
lOOths of a second of each others— 
but 10 minutes apart 

Harry Wilson, Ovett's coach, had 
told Debenham’s “If Boit runs in 
the 1500, my man does not’* 

Ovett explained “I had prepared 
to race against Walker and Waigwa 
If Juantorena would not agree to 
compete with Boit, it was unfair 
that 1 should suddenly have im face 
him” 

Juantorena said “T want to race 
against Boit, but it must be under 
equal conditions I would not have 



John Walker (left), Steve Ovett, Alberto Juantorena and Mike Boit (right) . . , 

dodging cmA other 


of the Press, who are usually more 
closely concerned about the signi¬ 
ficance of A against B in sport, 
were not 

It might be egsy to depict Bii- 
tain’s Steve Ovett as the dark hair 
ed stranger m the woodpile, be 
cause it was Ovett, through his 
coach Harry Wilson, who decided 
that he would not run in the mile 
-—which he eventually won in Bn 
tish record time, comfot tably ahead 
of New Zealand's sore-legg^ John 
Walker—if Boit competed 


What the 20,000 crowd did not 
know was that Walker, who faded 
to fourth behind Kenyan Wilson 


saying he was uncertain which dis 
tance he would run 

SATURDAy^ He agreed to both 
400 and 800 smen Boit switched to 
the 1,500, in which he is ranked 
Sixth in the world this season 

SUNDAY Ovett insisted his race 
tactics were geared to defeat Wa) 
ker and Waigwa, and that Bolt’s 
late entry was unacceptable 

Yet Juantorena, having ab'eady 
run the 400 on Saturday, was in 
no mood, 20 hours later, to con¬ 
front his greateat 800 rival for the 
first Dme 

Debenhams' reluctant compro¬ 
mise was to put Boit inahe subsi- 


run the 400 if I had known Boit 
was running in the 800” 

Juantbrena did not want to dose 
to Boit because he is using athletic 
glory to promote Cuban sociahsm, 
<^tt did not want to lose becausa 
he IS promoting Ovett 

I believe Debenhams should have 
told Ovett that Boit was con^ietlng 
ano that Ovett could either run or 
get out 

The result is that, among all the 
racing, the public was takm for a 
ride 

Ovett might reflect that he flop¬ 
ped in Montreal by previousigr 
avoiding the world’s best runners 
instead of confronting them. 
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Many a slip to a ton. 




nASIL dmr/EIRA had more 
^ than a somtected brtdieti rib 
when he left Lwd’s last we^. He 
had a heavy heart. 


Goodbye Dolly 


FaUloc a Gillette Cup run by 
Worcestmahire, he had played his 
last iniiinu at headquarters isidi- 
out fulfuiine his one remaining 
criokechig antmtion — to make a 
century there. 

got plenty oi 60i and 70s and 
chipped a few. tiles of the grand¬ 
stand roof. But the nearest I got 
to 100 was 81 not out against 
Pakistan 10 years ago. Iben bloody 
Brian Close declared on me, the 
bastard!** 

The swearwords were delivered 
with feeling, hut totally without 
malice—the same way Dolly has 
talked and played since he q^i- 
fled for Worcestershire in 196S. 

I don't suppose anyone in die 
game has spoken more forcibly to 
more people without making a bad 
friend of a single one of them. 

It showed how much he loves 
cricket, that he refused an X-ray 
after Wayne Daniel, bowling like 
a rocket, hit him on the junction 
of ribs and solar plexu.s on that 
fateful day last week. 

With only a couple of months of 
his playing life to run, the last 
news the 45-year old Cape Coloured 
South African wanted was that he 
had a broken rib. 

He batted on for three quarters 
cf an hour, wincing with pain when¬ 
ever he went for one of his back- 
foot punches, but not holding back 
for all that, before Daniel yorked 
him as he hit across the line. 

Already aching in the- thighs 
from his battle with Daniel a f^ 
days earlier, when he got a fight¬ 
ing 58, he looked heavy-legged and 
tired as he trudged stiffly off the 
field. 

But the ovation he got can only 
have warmed him. Affecdonatq and 
sympathetic, it was plainly saying, 
“thank you.” 

For over the years, 1 do believe, 
spectators have bad as much plea¬ 
sure from watching Basil d’Oliveira 
as any other cricketer. Sobers and 
the two Richards included. 

And one of the reasom is that 
he is absolutely genuine. It is not 
fm* want of trying if he fails to 
give bis money’s worth. 

Anothor reason, perhaps the 
main one, is that he loves cricket, 
and Mys so, and has a peat re¬ 
gard and affection lor England. 
And says that too. 

1 have hem-d him angry with the 
game and contemptuous of other 


players; but I have never heard 
him cynicaL 

At the moment the subjects of 
his anger are Tony Greig, Akm 
Knot^ Derek Underwood and 
Dennis Amiss — the four England 
cricketers who have dirown in 
their lot with Kerry Packer. 

“I didn’t blame them for sign¬ 
ing,” d’fHiveira explained, "ten 
years ago I’d have done ^e same 
If I’d been asked. But what I can’t 
forgive them for having put any¬ 
thing before playing for England. 

"And as for their contracts be¬ 
ing watertight — 1 don’t believe a 
contract has been written that 
can’t be broken if you try to hard 
enough.” 

He has always been able to 
laugh at hinuelf too. Once when he 
was given out leg before; pushing 
forward at Mike Selvey, I asked 
him how he rated the decision. 
“Terrible," he said, “it wouldn’t 

have hit.” Then he broke 

out laughing. 

He was rmnembering, as I hoped 
he would, an occasion on Ray 
Illingworth’s tour of Australia, 
when Dolly told me how he lost 
his temper with a teammate. 

Three nights ruiming, Dolly, 
this player’s roommate, had beani 
why an Ibw appeal by John Glee- 
son, Australia’s leg-spinner, should 
not have been .qiven in the bowler’s 
favour. 

Eventually Dolly could take no 
more. “Lool^ 1 told him, ‘you miss¬ 
ed the bloody ball! If you spent 
more time learning how to hit it, 
you wouldn’t have any Ibws to 
moan about’.” 

It was a pleasure watching that^ 
snatch of repartee come flooding 
back to its author. He checked. 
But not in time to save himself. 

His happiest mcmoi^ of Lord’s 
is of his first Test innings, against 
the West Indies in 1966, when with¬ 
in four years of leaving South 
Africa to make his life in England, 
he received a standing ovation for 
a knock of 27. 

"I’ll never forget that, or the 
wi^ I was out — run out on a 
straight drive from Jim Parks that 
hit my boot fund ricocheted into 
die stumps.” 

“I remember standing thm, just 
a foot or two out of my creaaa, 
thinking—Ts that out or isn’t it?* 

“Before I could pull nqrs^ to- 
gedier, Wes Hall picked up the 


ball and knocked a stump out. 1 
played very well. But just for thqt 
split second, my mind went bkuuc 
and 1 was out. 

“I’m sorry J missed 100 here. 
But literally the only thing that 
makes me sad is dtat I’ve got to 
finish. 

“I’m thinking of writing to Chris¬ 
tian Barnard tellii^ him not to 
bother with heart tran^laats any¬ 
more—^there’s a fortune to be made 
out of legs!” 


— JOHN THICKNES8E 



Basil dXMiveira 
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‘King* Bjont Borg raitea both arms in salute to the Wimble* 
don centre court crowd after hie epk triumph over 
Jimmy Connors 


Wirnim 

aU 

MEN’S SINGLES 
FINAL.->B. BORG (Sweden) bt 
J. CfWNORS (US) ^ S2, €-1. 
t?, S4. 

MEN’S DOUBLES 
PINAL.—R. CASE. G. MASTERS 
(AustraUa) bt J. Alexander. P. 
Dent (Australia) 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, M, 
6-4. 


WOMEN’S SINGLES 

PINAL.—V. WADE (Greet Bri¬ 
tain) bt B. STOVE (Holland) 44. 
6-3, 6-1. 

WOMEN’S DOUBLES 

FINAL.—Mrs R Cawley (Auo 
tralia) J. Russell (US) bt M. NAV- 
RATILOVA (US) B. STOVE 
(Hdiand) 6-3, 6-3. 

MIXED DOUBLES 
FINAL.—R. Hewitt, Miss G. Ste¬ 
vens (South Africa) bt F. D. 
McMILLAN (Soudi Africa) MISS 
B. STOVE (Holland) 34. 7-S, 6-4. 

MEN’S PLATE 

FINAL.-M. Riessen (US) bt G. 
Reid (US) 64. 5-7, 9-7. 

WOMEN’S PLATE 
FINAL.-W. Vermaak (Soudi 
Africa) bt S. Mappin (Great Bri¬ 
tain) 6-2, 7-S. 

BOYS’ SINGLES 
FINAL.—V. Van Winitsky (US) 
bt T. Teltscher (US) 6-1, 16, 84. 

GIRLS’ SINGLES 
FINAL.-L. Antonoplis (US) bt 
M. I^ie (US) 7-5, 6-1. 

VETERANS’ DOUBLES 

FINAL.—S. Davidiion (Sweden), 
T. Ulrich (Denmark) bt R. N. Har- 
twig (Australia), £. Seixas (US) 
84, 64. 


Plucky Ramesh 

R AMESH KRISHNAN, on 
whom rested India’s 
hopes of winning the junior 
Wunbledon drown, fell in die 
third round to Australia’s 
Faalkutt. Ramesh went down 
in a three-set thriller after he 
had won the opening set and 
achieved an early break in 
the second. 

Hie Australian fou^t back 
and nadually the young In¬ 
dian lost his grip on the game. 


The final set saw a grim 
batde with Ramesh once 
again gaining an early break. 
But for a ctucial point in the 
decider Ramesh fluffed a 
backhand return and with it 
went the set and die match. 
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Bjorn Borg ui ihe end the "nice guy” held on to wm 

Borg—back from semi-death 


HAl do you do when youi 
legs turn to jelly, the most 
impmtant match of voui life is 
slipping dway and you have been 

K ng more than three killing 
s in the baking airless box of 
Wimbledon's Centre Court 

This was the situation confront 
mg Sweden s B j o i n Borg in a 
stunning hfth set as he battled to 
keep his crown After leading 4-0 
and with two break points foi S-0 
he had dropped four successive 
games to limmy Connors—the man 
who neaily always beats him 

Who among those 17,000 semi 
hysterical sperutors would have 
given a fig tot the holder's chances- 
Well, ttis epic history now how 
the slumping Borg clenched his 
teeth and came back from the 
semi-dead to snatch Connors’ ser 
vice in that crucial mnth game to 
run out the winner 36, 6-2, 6-1, S7, 
6-4 after a marathon three hours 
13 minutes of courage and endu 
ranee 

I do not think that Boig, who 
lost to the cocky American in the 


US Final last September could 
quite believe it Nor could anyone 
else—least of all the baffled and 
self-critical Connors “I played the 
ninth game like a real punk” he 
said later T had the momentum 
after |usr winning four games run 
ning and then that double fault 
came out of the blue ” 

It ceitainJy did Jimbo baby' 
There was Connors with the pro 
Borg crowd silent and still as ceme 

by ALAN"'HOBY 


tery mourners leading 15-0 with a 
tine serve and volley 

The abrasive Jimmy was ready 
tor the final coup, poissrd to blud 
geon his exhausted victim out of 
the match when suddenly that 
dreadful double fault spoilt it all 

Instead of 30 C it was IS-all Sud 
denly Borg had a reprieve while 
Connoi s was an angry, rattled man 
lie was as disgusted with his set 
ving as die fidgeting, anxious Borg 
was delighted 


I>ieah adrenalin pumped through 
the champion's veins as left-handed 
Connors now proceeded to fluff his 
first serves A beautiful Bwg drop 
vollev took the Swede to lS-30 
Amid a rustling of anticipation 
horn Boig’s arms, Connors, who 
had been wietchediy bad on his 
forehand luring the second and 
third sets, put his backhand out 
1‘>.40 

Two break points to Borg Then 
another poor service by Connors’ 
standards f ad the spectators hold 
ing their breath 

Could he still somehow salvage a 
match which had swung to and fro 
like a ira/y metronome? No not 
even Connors could perform this 
kind of miracle and he delivered 
lawn tennis’s greatest prise to the 
holder with another backhand 
eiror 

Borg then held his service to 
4015 destroying Connors with an 
incredible ace 

/ikfterwaids Borg said *T think 
winning Ihis year has given me 
more satisfaction than last year I 
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Jimmy Connors played 

really wanted to beat Jimmy as he 
has beaten me so many times be 
fore I was veiv tired even at the 
beginning 

“Beating Jinimv must make me 
No 1 at the moment It was very 
important for me to win that ninth 
game If he had got to 5-4 I would 
have been in big trouble It was 
the most important game ut the 
matdi-*’ 

In die first set Connors bestrode 
the court as if he were \ttila the 
Hun to tennis gear 

The grunting American took that 
■et 6-3 breaking Borg to love in 
the eighth mune after the Swede 
had double-raulted. The set clinch 
ed in 34 minutes underlined the 
well-known Connors' technique ot 
trying to “put down” his opponent 
rii^t from die start 

Often when the American at 
tacked the net Boig would net He 


the crucial Rime like a 'punk' 

know that tonnoi s wa« uying to 
psyche him and fell toi it 

A new pattern began lo emerge 
in the second set Although Con 
nors had tour meaK points in the 
thud game, eveniually won by 
Borg, It was clear that tht Swede 
was deepening his di iving and 
slvlv slowing the tempo at unex 
pected momenis 

And in the sixth game he broke 
the abiasive ‘jimbo ’ Cnnnois was 
making more and mote unforced 
errors and with two break points 
to plav with, the cool Borg went 
to 4 2 

He broke Connors’s serve again 
in the eighth game when he pro¬ 
duced an unbelievable double fist 
ed cross couft uacl hand at advan 
tage which had even Connors reel 
tng 

Slicing the •tall, and cleverly 
mixing up his game, Borg shot to 
40 in the third set taking eight 


niBM in a row At the end of dm 
third game Connors had won only 
four points 

Connors lould not cope with some 
of the slower shots and lost many 
valuable points by over hitting 
Breaking Connors’s service again 
at 5-1 after dropping the fifth game 
Borg flnidied off the set with a 
blinding ace 

The fourth et giound on for SI 
minutes before Connora took ir to 
square the match with a perfect 
lob 

But 111 the end it was the tight 
ending fm Centenary Wimbledon 
The “nice guy” had held on to win 
against the man who had been cast 
by the crowd as the brasi “baddle ’’ 


A strange, 
subdued 
Connors 


by Roy McKelvie 

B jorn bor(» uudgtd iimmv 

Connors off the top of the 
world in the hi si down to earth 
baseline hnal since ^he wai The 
two finalists unmicstionably the 
world’s iwo best piaveis have been 
contesting the No 1 spot for the 
last 12 months Ring assumed the 
mantle at Wimbledon last yeat hut 
Connors regained it after heating 
him in thi US I'pen final 

But Borg with a rental kahU sea 
son’s record of IS win* and only 
four defeat' l>eat ( i nnors in Flo 
rida earlier this >»ai Bui vsiihout 
the brashness exuberance and per 
sonal publicity ef Connors he 
tame to Wimbledon second favou 
tite Most of us thought Connors 
who had ntvti played Borg on 
glass befoie would win it they 
met 

But Connors nevti Siiowed the 
sparkle expected of him Through 
out die 12 days his fotehand was 
suspect, in the final as much as in 
any previous match He was never 
"cocky Connors” but subdued, al 
most thoughtful U i s head was 
down on his chest rather than high 
in the air 

Borg was two sets down to the 
Australian Mark Fcimoiidson in his 
second 'ttch, but having survived 
that test began to show his real 
form His play against Ihe Nastase 
and Vitas C^erulaitis was superb 
though the semi-finats drained him 

Both those matches were played 
at a fast pace, fai faster than the 
final 

Clearly Borg and Connors had 
great respect for each other and 
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were wery of then respective 
•trengths 

Thet fact turned tfiis hnal large 
ly into a baseline duel The nearest 
to this seen since the war was the 
19S4 final between Drobny and 
Ken Rosewall 

To dash to the net needlessly 
was to set yoursell up like a duck 
in a shooting gallery Both men’s 
passing shots were bnlliant and the 
more difficult the shot the better 
they played it 

For the first set Bort- played his 
normal top'Spin game from the 
baseline and Connors hit him for 
SIX Not until 2>2 in the second set 
did Borg change bis game playing 
down the middle using less spin 
and sometimes slicinf, on the back 
hand 

This restricted Connors range of 
stroke The Ameiican had to make 
the running, go for Iht angles and 
mistakes were fairly frequent 

In the second and third sets 
Borg’s service „4illed the tune but 
in me fourth and fifth he got few 
flrat serves—and only one are— 
into court But that acc came in 
the last game of clI and gave him 
match point 

Afterwards C o n n o i s said “I 
missed an awful U t of shots but 
matches turn round so quickly on 
grass It s difficult to know where 
you aie But generally 1 was satis 
fied with the 'vav the tournament 
went 

"Out there I jUst fought mv guts 
out and 1 feel I C( uld have won 
had 1 played a tighter game at 4 4 
in tht final set All through this 
tournament 1 have plated mv best 
tennis when I've been down ’ 

A spell-binder 
of a match 

njORN BORG’S thiiilaminuu 
” semi-finat victory over elegant 
New Yorker Vitas Gerulaiiis will 
go down as a ticssic of these ciiam 
pion<diips 

Borg won 6—4 1- -fe 6 - 3. J -6 
8—6 after three hours and five 
nunutes of super tennis that kept 
the Centre Court ciowd spellbound 

If ever a match deseived to be 
staged as the final of an historic 
tournament it was the classir that 
Gerulaitis, who won the Italian 
championship as impressively last 
month, forced fiom Borg 

Gerulaitis, at 22, a year older 
than Borg, moved like lightning to 
his volleys and pressured the cham 
pion all the way But his superic 
rity at the net was matched b' 
Borg’s expertise from the baseline 

Hit daring and cheek were 
matched by Borg’s clinically-cooi 
efficiency at lobbing and retrieving 

The quality never flagged below 



John McEnroe a dizt} run, from the qualifying rounds 
to the semis in his debut 


the superb They scratched and 
clawed to get an advantage that 
neitbei was ptepaied to give 
The light was already fading as 
the clock passr*d 8pm when a 
deadly accui ate lob over Geruiai 
tis s out stictened lacket ga\e Boig 
a decisive match point 

He dint hell it with a service re 
turn that had Giiulaitis racing in 
Ihe American got to the bail on 
the half \ oil‘v, but could only put 
It inthes the wrong side of the line 
Botg leapt III the air in delight 
But 14,000 tost with him to applaud 
Gciulaitis, tht man who had con 
tributed ^ pei tent to the action, 
but had to go away with nothing 
but the memory of a magnificent 
match 

Connors s victoii over “learner 
McI nroe, the surprise of the tout 
nament after coming through to 
the semifinals ftom the qualifying 
event, never reached the same 
heights Connors won 6*3 6-3, 4^ 
63 

Whei e Borg and Get ulaitis gene 
rated excitement Connors and 
McEnroe produced uninspired fenc¬ 


ing, with more points coming from 
errors than positive attacks 

McEnroe could be excused his 
nerves — playing on the Centre 
Court foi the first time and facing 
the No 1 veed But Connors can 
rarely have stabbed more ioiehand 
’ volleys into the net 

Me said aftei wards ‘Maybe 1 
didn’t keep my eye on the ball as 
1 should have done Mavbe I was 
a bit over anxious ’* 

McEnioe showed his ability to 
leai n fast by moving ConnOTS about 
a lot more in the third set 

He held service to love for 5—4 
and then broke Connors’ serve to 
take the set by pulling bis man for¬ 
ward to mid-court and then pass¬ 
ing him With blistering backhand 
shots 

That was eiiough to make Con¬ 
nors declare war He allowed 
McEnroe the luxury of a service 
break to pull leve' at 2—2 in the 
fourth, but then closed out the 
match with something like his 
usual efficienrv - 

— IAN BARNES 
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Virginia gfets it right 


'^IRGINIA WADE quite rightly 
* thumbed her nose at all the 
doubters . . . but she did it with a 
smile on her face 

Minutes after receiving the Wim¬ 
bledon trophy from the Queen, as 
an emotional Centre Court crowd 
sang "Rule Britannia," G i n n y 
sfid;— 

“It was like a fairy tale coming 
true." 

She had finally got her hands on 
that huge gold salver, at the 16th 
attempt, by beating Holland’s Betty 
Stove 4-—-S, 6-—3, 6—1. And she did 
it, as she has nevei stopped telling 
us for the last four months, be¬ 
cause she has changed. 

She went into the biggest match 
of her life determined not to panic. 
The old Virginia Wade would al¬ 
most certainly have done so on 
losing the first set The new Vir¬ 
ginia did not. 

She said calmly; "When I saw 
that what I set out to do wasn’t 
working, I changed my plan. 1 went 
back to the original match plan 
later but I had to mix up her idea 
of what I was going to do.” 

Just like that. Cool a.s you like. 

Her nerve had held up. Her ten¬ 
nis had proved the stronger. Big 
Betty had played well but Virginia 
had played better. 

Virginia proved that, at 31, she 
really has come to term.s with life 
at the top. She's a champ. 

When the crisis came she was 


big enough to meet it and beat it. 
And there was o crisis when she 
allowed the aggressive Dutch girl 
to grab the first set. 

Virginia almost surrendered it. 
After an excliange of aervke 
Inreaks in the fifth and sixth games, 
the Wade war plan semned to be 
back on course. 

But she dumped two simple fore¬ 
hands into the net and then put up 
the shortest of short obs, which n>t 
the treatment it deserved, to rail 
4 —5 behind. 

Even though Betty served a dou¬ 
ble fault in the next game, two low 
volleys co.st the British girl the 
chance to break back and the first 
set slipped disastrously away in 
37 minutes. 

It would have been curtains for 
the Wade who has puzsled and per¬ 
plexed -the Wimbledon crowds 
since her first appearance as a 
hopeful 16-year-old in 1962, when 
Angela Mortimer was die reigning 
champion. 

But not this time. 

Three service winners helped her 
win the first game of the second 
set. 

Two more double faults by the 
Dutch girl—she served nine alto 
gether—helped Wade to a service 
break for 2—0 and a magnificent 
sliced backhand clinched the next 
game. 

She even had a point for 4- -0— 



Vilas Gerulaitis . . . went 
down in a match in which 
it didn’t matter who won 



‘Queen’ Vkgiiiia Wade gets set for her 'coronatiM* in Wimbledon'a centenary year 
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on another double fault—until ano¬ 
ther exiata swept over the court. 

Stove won her serve, broke ser¬ 
vice in the next game—after um¬ 
pire Harry Collins had upset Vir¬ 
ginia’s concentration by overruling 
a lines-nMn who called a Stove fore¬ 
hand out—^-.ind then walloped her 
way back to level terms. 

Three-ail and all to play for. And 
Wade played as she has never 
played in her life, rampaging 
through the next seven games until 
she had her sights on the Htle at 
4—0 in the third set. 

Four horrific Stove errors took 
the British heroine to S—1 and 
Ginny grinned hugely as a fore¬ 
hand volley into the net gave her 
two match poinu. 

On the first she slipped, trying 
to reach a backhand volley, and 
could only steer the ball into the 
net. 

But the forehand drive aha (M* 
iivered to the next ball was enou^. 
Stove netted a forehand. Wade 
screeched and leapt in the air- 

She wa.s still bouncing as the 
green carpet was rolled out for the 
newr Queen of Wimbledon to accept 
the biggest piizo of her life from 
the Queen of England. 

The ousting 
of Evert 

Y^IRGINIA WADE was niagnifi- 
^ cently in command of a classic 
semi-final battle with reigning 
champion Chris Evert and won G-2. 
4-6, 6-1 in just under two hours. 

In the other semi-final. Sue Bar¬ 
ker showing all the nervous symp¬ 
toms that have afflicted Virginia in 
15 previous attempts at the title, 
tumbled to a head-shaking, frustra¬ 
ting 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 defeat at the hands 
of Holland’s Betty Stove. 

In a match decided on errors, 
the 21-year-old Sue Barker who this 
year has clawed hei way to a place 
among the world's top tour, simply 
made too -nany mi.stakes to deserve 
a place in the centenary final. 

She said afterwards: “I let her 
dictate the match. I hardly came 
into the net and that was crazy 
on a court like this. I didn’t have 
a chance to play my game. Betty 
gave me nothing to hit.” 

Virginia Wade, the sometimes 
moody, sometimes marvellous 31- 
year-old from Kent, demolished 
Chris Evert in stunning style. 

Virginia’s serve, on which she 
has been working since last Christ¬ 
mas, clicked magnificently. Her 
volleying was sharp and accurate. 
And she out-played Evert from the 
baseline whenever a rally of any 
duration developed. 

It was hard to believe as she 
raced to a 4-0 lead that this was 


the girl who has suffered more 
Wimbledon nm’ves than the rest of 
the field put together since she 
first played in the tournament as a 
16-year-old. 

She allowed Evert beck in dur¬ 
ing the second set. 'T was a bit ten- 
tauva,” she admitted afterwards. 
But a break ir the second game of 
the third set settled her nerves and 
she marched from there to glory. 

Evert was generous in defeat. 
She said simply: “I just think Vir¬ 
ginia wanted to win more than I 
did. 1 could see in h«r eyes.” 

And the 22-year-old American 
girl gave up her crown by running 
to shake hands before Wade’s final 
shot had landed. 

Rarely, has Sue Barker, normally 
so steely eyed and severe on court, 
allowed herself so many errors 
against an opponent whose exposed 
nerve ends produced a total of 11 
<}0Ublg fgvlts. 

Tha hope must be that the next 
time Barker is in the Wimble¬ 
don semi-final—and there will be 
a next time—she does play her owr 
game. 



Barg's kiss of triumph 



Betty Stove . ■ . batted gantely to the end 



The crowniiw moment for Great Britain . . . Virginia Wade 
holds aloft the trophy watched by Queen Elisabeth 
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^HERE is B vital differeuce be- 
* tween a Kerala cricketer and a 
Karnataka star or a Hydrabadi ve- 
teran in the south zone circuit. Un 
like the latter, a Kerala batsman all 
the time faces the best of medium 
pace or spin attack in the zone. He 
always plays under pressure and 
for that matter, rarely does the 
Kore-board show over a hundred 
runs when a Kerala middle-order 
batsman goes out to bat. Consider¬ 
ing this lad, however, Kerala has 
never failed to produce a batsman 
or two of repute, capable of rising 
up to this difficult task. One such, 
of recent times, is Ramesh Sam- 
path, 26, a hard hitter of the bail 
and a fielder of exemplary talents. 

Known dearly as ‘Sam’ to his 
friends, Sampatfa appeared on the 
Kerala scene with a 13 &. 37, bag¬ 
ging the best fielder award against 
Andhra, in the Junior Inter-Asso¬ 
ciation Tournament in 1973-74. He 
topped it up with a magnificent 
107 (out of a total of 180) & 37 
against Karnataka at Bangalore— 
some start, no doubt, to walk into 
the State Ranji team. But Sampath 
had a dismal debut in the Ranji 
Trophy that year, hi-s aggregate for 
all the four matches put together 
failing to cross even 70. with a 
maximum of 19 against Hyderabad! 

Of course, it wa.s iM>t a decent 
debut by any means — not for one 
who has been in the Madras Uni¬ 
versity XI two years before (1971- 
72), played for the Trichy District’s 
team for four years in a row and 
faced the cream of Tamil Nadu 
attack in the Buchi Babu and other 
tourneys as a member of the Com¬ 
bined Districts XI. 


Sure he was anxious to make 
amends tor the awful start. This 
he did in ample measure in the 
following 1974-7S season. Starting 
with a 27 A 89 against Tamil Nadu 
at Trivandi'um, Sumpotb crossed SO 
twice again ihai season against 
Hyderabad and Andhra, bagging 
the best batsman award both the 
t*m«s in the process. His innings 
at Trivandrum was one of .sheer 
mlt and dedication. Going out at 
his usual No. 4 position, he was the 
last man to be out. awfully running 
out of any semblance of support at 
tha other ond. The Taimi Nadu 
aklpper must have had a few an¬ 
xious moments before snapping 
him at guUy, off a mistimed nook 
finally, a stroke executed in des¬ 
peration. 

Sampath stood fifth in the table 
of averages for the season in .South 
Zone scoring third highest agp«- 
gate runs, aiiead of Imtsman like 
Karnataka’s G. R. Viswanadil 

A product of St Joseph’s Acs- 
demy, Dehra Oun, Sampath was a 
•arious student of enmneoring at 
tha Regional Engineering College. 


R. Sampath 



Tiichy. lie ubtaiiicd lu& Rl. ir 
electronics with a first class and 
is presently designing sophisticated 
rocket pay-load,\ at the Trivandrum 
Spaie Science Center. Though he 
rates his career as his first prio 
rity, he is a serious and dedicated 
crickeler He captains the V.S.S.C. 
tVikram .<!arabhai Space Center) 
cricket team in the senior division 
cricket at TrivaiiUrum and he has 
done service lo the Trivandrum 
Cricket Club and Premiei Tyres 


Club in various kuock-out fixtures 
In the State. This five foot six. 
dark, son of an aimy Li. Colonel 
has a passion for musk (classical 
Hindi and, soft and hard rocki) and 
loves reading books. 

Predominantly a back-foot pla¬ 
yer, his sizzling cover-thives are a 
treat to watch. As a stock spinner, 
he can effectively hold any bats¬ 
man down at the crease. Asi alert 
close-in fielder, he has unbelievable 
capabilities,of catching the halt in 
the outfield. His teammate.s who 
have seen him catching at mid¬ 
wicket and long-on regions, off his 
own bowling (!) would vouch for 
that. 

Sampath cor..sider.s his chanceies.'i 
79 not out (in a total of 1211 
against Hyderabad, la.st --eason, as 
his best performance; and anyone 
who has een Jyoti Prasad and 
A bid All lifting the ball viciously 
that day at Trivandrum would 
agree with him squarely. If he rea¬ 
lises his ambition of scoring a few 
tall .scores this season including at 
least one century in Ranji fixtures, 
he must "ome into reckoning for 
South Zone seiertion, no doubt, 

— .lAY 


Farewell Nick 


F squash iva- un popular u game 
as tennis is m India, then Nikbi 
lesh Senapati would be a.s much u 
household name as Vi jay oi Aiiand 
Amritraj. Just 21 yeois of age 
.Senapati has bejui National runner- 
up for three crnsecutlve years and 
represented India ai the Fifth 
World Cup in Kngland last year, 
lintortunatcly, the services of ihi.s 
great young sportsman have been 
lost b.v ou) ci.uniry, for Nikbilesh 
migrated to Australia to join his 
family last week 

Nick, as he is popularly known, 
hus won .ilinosi all the ma.ior titles 
in the country--except the Natio¬ 
nal crewn wlierc the invincible 
Anil Nnyar has thrice thwarted hi.s 
attemt)i.s in win. An extremely de¬ 
dicated and hard-working sports 
man. Nick keeps himself in top 
physical condition round the year 
—a lesson tor all budding young 
spori.smcr.. His rise to the top of 
the national ladder, despite the 
lack of Aood coaching, speaks 
volumes about this young dedicated 
player. 

Soon after, he shot into promin 
ence while wirning the National 
juniors title in 1973. Experts saw 
in him the hallmarks of a champion 
— superb fitne.ss, a very steady 
game and remarkable match tem¬ 
perament for somebody .so young 
and inexperienced. A year later, he 


startled everybody when he beat 
three of the country’s top players 
—Fall Madon. Capt. Paul and Capt. 
Saidha — !o reach the National 
men's final 

Consistently good performances 
in the 1975-76 season made him an 
automatic choice for the Indian 
squad which toured Pakistan and 
England in 1976. Though in terms 
of victories he did not achieve 
much, playing and watching the 
world's leading stars benefited his 
game immennely, and he showed 
this when he bwamc the first per¬ 
son in five years to beat Anil Nayar. 

Having complatad hU B.Sc. 
course from Bombay University, 
Nikhilesh intends to pursue his 
career in geologv in Australia. His 
migration Is a great blow for Indian 
squash, though for him it will have 
far more opportunities to make a 
mark in international squash. Aus¬ 
tralia. being one of the world's 
leading squash-playing nations, 
would give him a chance to get 
some top-class cooching as also an 
opportunity to watch and play with 
some of the world’s leading players. 

But missing on the domestic cir¬ 
cuit will be the curly-haired, super- 
fit young player who won so many 
friends with his game and snorts- 
man spirit. Squash lovers will join 
me in wishing him all the best. 

-- SUNIL CHAINANI 
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in d major. 

'D' as in Dinesh. 

To blend the classic 
with the contemporary. 

Soft, subtle notes 
alternating with bold, 
reverberating tones. Checks. 
Perfect counterpoints to stripes. 

In fact, a full-scale 
orchestration with variations 
on the most original 
theme In the world. 

You. 
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Hockey notes — ..... 

Ashok, right out? 


A SHOK KL'MAR was one of the 
^ two Indian forwards—Govinda 
was the other — who were named 
for the Rest of the World squad to 
meet the Olympic champions at the 
end of the 1972 Munich Gamev— 
the match did not come off be¬ 
cause of the tragic ‘Munich Mas¬ 
sacre* that took place during the 
Games Ashok was in his early 20’t 
then 


Ashok then had the honour of 
playing tor the ‘Asian All-Star’ side 
that toured Pakistan and India 
aftci the 1974 Asian Games in 
Tehetan A mature player, he did 
creditably during that tour In the 
match the Asian team played in 
Madras, he played as a withdrawn 
forward tind lent much support to 
both the attarl and defence It 
was .1 pleasing show that still re¬ 
mains in the retina. 

The dapper son of Dhyan Chand, 
hockey’s greatest player ever, did 
well in the 1975 World Cup toui- 
ney in Kuala Lumpur and had the 
honour of sciinng the match-win 
ning goal in the final against Paki*. 
tan ‘^at goal came at the end ui 
a lovely piece ot combined niosi. 
between Ajit Pal, the centre hall 
Ashok Kumar, inside-right, and 
Phillips, outside-right It was all 
done at a lirJiimng speed Acim 
ding to a report in a Maiavsian 
daily foni»ving a long corner, \|it 
Pal took the ball on top of the 'D 
relascd it to Ashok who darted in 
to meet a eturn pass from Phillips 
and flicked a shot which hit the 
inside of the right hand goal post 
and bounced out. Though the 
PalvistanU disputed it. umpiie 
ViiHvanothan of Malayaia awarded 
a goal since he had no doubt about 

It 

Ashok obviously had impressed 
the then chaiiman of the Indian 
selection committee, Prithipal 
Singh, snd siiothtr selector, MaJ.- 
Gen Eustace D'Souxa, so much that 
the two, while picking their dreem 
Asian squad, chose Ashok Kumar 
as one of the players 

In a talk I had wiA Gen. D’Souze 
at IHF president M. A. M. Rama- 
swamy's house the night he return¬ 
ed from Kuala Lumpur, the sele^ 
tor, however, observed that Aahok 
Kumar was hopeless on heavy, wet 
grounds. He wet not happy about 
the way Ashok Kumar dribbled 
forward with his head down. Gen. 
D’Souza compered Ashok to Ajit 
Pel end said that, while the Indian 
skipper worked his way up, look¬ 
ing ahead and surveying the field 
before parting with the bell, the 


inside-right dribbled his way for¬ 
ward with his head down. Ashok 
would do well to follow Ajit Pel 
in that aspect, he had said. 

Ashok continued to be in demand 
and was a regular player in the 
1976 Montreal Olympic Games 
where India slithered to the seventh 
place Coach Gurbux Singh in his 
report to the IHF said that Ashok 
was fit and strong and could serve 
India for some more years 

But now he is out of the tockon- 
mg for a place in the Indian team 
tor the Fourth World Cup tourna¬ 
ment, to be held in Buenos Aires 
next year. The pity is diat Ashok 
does not even find a place among 
54 players who have been named 
for the first coaching camp, to be 
held at the NIS, Patiala, from July 
15 onwards. Why, oh, why is this 
young, ht, strong and exparienced 
player, being thrown overboard? 

It IS being alleged that Ashok 
Kumar is selfish and individualistic 
and that he is not a team man It 
IS all bunkum. How could a player 
who had been a regular choice for 
India for some years now and who 
had figured in international teams 
could now be called individualistic 
ain< not fir to plas fo" the country 
at a tiint' when he i« very much 
rich will evpciience 

As to rhe critKism that Ashok 
ovttdi ibhh-s here is what hit 
tatlui Mai Dhvai' Thand, said 
when 1 «isk‘*d l”n ibTit it when 
he was Ml M, v’r.i< a- a honoured 
inMtei foi the Rcn» ^innk tourney 
in 1975 “Ashok Kumar mv ton, 
has a flair foi diihbling I’l-opie 
sa> that he nverdribblt. that he 
holds on to thi hnll ^ni long May¬ 
be this Is true to some extent, but 
Ashek Is a good passer. The best 
game 1 saw him play was when be 
played for the All-Star Asian turn 
in Delhi some time au”. What 
Dhyan Chand said further testified 
to the fact that Ashok Kumar was 
a perfect team man. The 'Wisard 
of Hockey* seid: He was a fine 
inside-left, but then he was un¬ 
necessarily mete to play in the 
inside-right berth for the Munich 
Olympics. 1 think this change and 
diat concerning Govinda were 
mate to enable a favourite player 
(Harbinder?) to eat into the teem. 
Anyhow, let us forget the pest— 
Ashok has done. He told me reeen^ 
1y that it was ell right for him to 
play as an inslde-ntet, having 
played in this position for over 
two years.” 

Gurucharan Singh Botei, the 
coach of Indio's triumphant 1975 
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Avhok Kumar ... a dribbler 
«r victim? 


Ashok Kumar beats Ghana goalkeeper Awunya>AkalM 
the World Cup match at Kuala Lumpur 


World Cup Team, also vouched for 
Ashok Kumar’s team spirit and 
willingness to obey the coach’s 
instructions for the sake of the 
team. While in Madras recently 
during the Mui ugappa tourney and 
while talking about the reason for 
the success of the Indian team in 
the 197S World Cup, Bodhi paid a 
glowing tribute to Ashok Kumar. 
Bodhi said: “The members of the 
World Cup team obeyed the coach 
and followed his instructions to the 
letter. For example, inside-right 
Ashok Kumar appeared to be stan¬ 
ding at one particular place for a 
long .while in the India-Germany 
match! so much so that one of the 
Indian officials, giving a radio 


commentary, was crying that he 
(Ashok) be taken off and Chinuii 
be brought in. Chimni, in fact, was 
warming up. But 1 was in no mood 
to withdraw Ashok Kumar. Came 
half time, and 1 asked Ashok why 
he was staying almost rooted to 
one place. Then the young man re¬ 
minded me the instruction that 1 
had given him earlier. I had told 
him that, in the event of the Ger- 
man team employing the man-to¬ 
man n^arking, Ashok should stay 
with he defender markiftg him and, 
whenever he gut the ball, should 
send it to a half-back for him to 
relay it to another forward. I was 
touched by Ashok's obedience and 
the will to curb his flair for the 


attack for the sake of team effort, 
Ashok continued to play after half 
time. The Germans then finding 
him harmless, lef; him unmarked. 
And Ashok played a havoc on the 
German defence in the last 20 
minutes and helped India win com¬ 
fortably". 

Bodhi felt that Ashok, Covindg 
and Harcharan could play for India 
for some more years if they con¬ 
tinued to work hard. 

But the selectOTs have different 
opinions. If not, is there eny other 
reason for keeping Ash(^ Kumar 
out? 

RAYAN AMAL RAJ 
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Badminton notes 


fcy SHIRISH NADKARNI- 

Tfc-toc-toe selections 


SURPRISE selection to represent 
the coun ry, then unceiemon 
ious dumping, followed by another 
reuirrection, and then another 
casting into the wilderness Ihis is 
the pattern that out national bad 
minton selectors have been follow 
ing for quite some time now No 
amount of cntuism or vitriolic 
comment seems to pierce then 
tough hide, t h e machinations of 
their minds aic best known to 
themselves And it is tearing the 
country's bauiiiiiiton to pieces and 
thoroughls dt motivating our top 
playei s 

Let us lake a look at the teams 
selected for the last six inteina 
Tionjl contests that India has pat 
ticipated in and let us sec if we 
can spot a irt ihod to the madness 
of oAcialdoni Our Ihumas Cup 
squad that lost 4 5 to Malaysia in 
Februarv i^7b (alter being I 1 up 
at the t lid of till fust div> ton 
sistea cl Pr ik.i'jh P itluV oi t Iiincsh 
Kh-nn fqbal M * nilarp Dcvindci 
Ahii)a \ if Paip i ani' 1 arlh i Cian 
guts Ml t it this squ id piacticalls 
clcitid iisdt til niciii though in 
the past "ai dill fad bet n pttsesii 
ed \ th (I(.s>iiIl oiiii poinit <1 tai 
lutes ill It would ti lainlv have 
me I 1 * ud 1 II dt th toi anv ofhti 
plavit 

Jilt II emit Iht Aslan Hadniintoii 
( onUdetatioii Cl mipionships hfltl 
on out ovsn si il at Ilvdttabad in 
Ociobti 19 o 111 It am was pm 
potted tu I avt bttn stdiittcd on 
the basis tt actual pi-i f winantt in 
tht maim tout name lit held at 
Jabalput a few weeks bcftie tht 
«idit fit thi ABC louinament I in 
team linn stUfttd was Piakash 
P (. Chtiif’appa Romt 11 tlhosli 
Uesiiider -Mima I erov I) Sa Su 
broto Banei lee Kaushal Kuniai 
Cheema and Viiiod Vatrana Iheii 
was absolutely no basis fot tht 
selection of the Delhi playei Va 
trana, just out ot tht luniors and 
who had been inundiv ihiash»d at 
15-12 1*1 b> M P s left hander 

Ramau Gupta I h c absence of 
Khanna, Pai pia, Pariho from the 
Jabalpur tout oev was given as the 
reason for then automatic ineligi 
bllity, and M iiiidargi was ehmina 
ted on the basis of lust one misei 
able pertorniaoci against Banerjee 
How, then, could the selectors 
jusufy the inclusion in the wo 
men’s squad, of Punjab’s Kanwal 
Thakur Singh, who had played at 
Jabalpur, and had, in fact, been 
out of competitive badminton fot 
almost eight months with a cracked 
bone in uie back? And how could 
they have ignored Maharashtra** 
Sujata Jain? 

Hus writer had pointed out that 
Vatrana certainly did not look 
national class and that Subroto 
Banerjee’s style of play would ren 
der him totally inenective in inter 


national competition And su time 
has proved' 

In the lanuaiY Nationals in the 
country, three juniors came out 
prominently fioni the tanks, to 
cause huge dents in the seniors 
draw Maharashtra s game, little 
tightci Uday Pawar left name aftci 
established name by the wavsidt 
as he Clashed into the finals, where 
he even gave Prakash an anxious 
time III the rlosing stages of the 
second game The othei two our 
standing j i n i o r s wc^e national 
lunioi champ S y e d Modi and 
Delhi* Viktam Singh 

It was a welcome move when the 
B AI decided to send a small 
squad to Hong Kong toi the intei 
national theie f’is team compiisid 
Piakash Sved M di Na'ional wt 
mens ihainpioti Ami f*hia aoo 
Kaiiw il Ihalur Singh \ Jiitl* 
latei toi hf All f ngland Cham 
nionsbips Prakash had Vikram 
*‘iilgh tor loniativ li could bt 
argued bv ilic seitt’ois th it ihes 
were gnnig ill the p omising 
vourigsleis a (lance (lit hv one 
becausf lh»> could not possibly 
tinaiice laigei Hams Aceepted 

The team that went to Malmo 
Sweden in the htst wee's ot Mas 
mtidentalls was f’rakash Idas 
Pawar Pai tho and Oaiidhe who 
had to lie at a ma|or portion of his 
expenses liinis-lf Syed Modi who 
was also selected opted out m 
tasuui of examinations Ihen how 
was Pradeep Gai dht included in 
India's team foi th' hist oibcial 
Wot Id Chd iipionships at Maimo 
Ve' he had some performance iti 
the Ndtiontls where he had teach 
r d the semi hnal. in the singles 
t'vent Pair enough But now that 
he has been selicted to repiesent 


his country abroad, should he not 
be pt*i severed with? 

The Indian squad, announced 
recently, tor the three infer*natio< 
nal tournaments planned in Nmem 
ber this year once again goes on 
the ‘tic tac toe’ principle It com 
prises PraKash, Pawar, Modi, D’^ 
Oevinder, tqbal Maindargi, I’ardio 
and Delhi’s sKlwart pushei Mai 
vinder Dhillon One compariis thi« 
team with that which played in the 
ABC Championships at Hyde-iabad 
What a difterencel What ha| ipen'id 
to Vikram Singh who was corjsi 
dcied gi*od eiitugh to fee s<ent 
obroad'* And Gandhe who wore the 
rountiys ctlour* as recently as 
Two months ago' What happens to 
Chengappa' And Bane r |e< ? And 
( hiema? 

1 am not s-’sing that tlie last 
ill led ihre,. sill old pla* m the 
• 111 * nat onal* foi India I’O'siblv 
with the vsceptioi of V 1 1 r a m 
biticli the lust tram oi tiirm has 
been sebtted Ilien hi w Cjan the 
selcctois Histifs the I? vdeiabad 
team III! piiini I wouiti like to 
I'list noini I thit thiic is absolu 
elv no tonsi tciicy o' thuuglii 
.iinr ng the puweis that fie 

\iid while on the sub lect of in 
Uiniiioiial. 1 might me ntiuii that 
two ntiidais airrmpanied a thic'C 
nitn’lir ti m tj Malm o \ N 
Swatri vva* ilu managei and 1 P 
A 1*111 1 rhr ((lach Why is a coach 
iit^ded wh> Il a. It am J lets to tht 
veniit of ihi cb, mpion ship bare Is 
two days 111 adsaitee' And could 
nut the tumtio.is of nrianagei and 
coach been tonbined entrusted to 
an old time bidmintoii player or 
one who knew the dsnanics ot iht 
ganie' An extra player rould Chen 
easily have been atconnniodated, or 
pitcioiis foreign exchange saved' 
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round - up 

NORTH 


Phadke 

wins 

again 

NEW DELHI 

S UDHIR PHADKE, who claimed 
a major title at the cost of 
Madoina] champion Manjit Due in 
the Telecom Table Tennis Tourna 
Bnent earlier this month, picked up 
aiiothier crown when he overpower 
ed Viiieet Chaudhry in three games 
to will the Delhi Summei title lust 
weak Phadke, who has raiely evei 
sioite ivell in local table tennis, cer 
taimly appears to have got over h« 
problems 

His bogey man in Delhi T T has 
alweyM been Prem Bedt But this 
time Prem Bedi lost m the semi 
finals to Vtneet Chaudhiy and 
Phadke hud it all his way in the 
final, tall mg just 20 minuiis to 
rout Cha udlu ” w inning at 22 20 
21 IS, 21 13 

The tou inament was generally do 
minatrd b y juniors with the Vyas 
brothers, Nishith, the reigning na¬ 
tional sob junior title holdci now 
in the junl ors, and Parthiv who al 
most siiotk ed Manmeet, the reign¬ 
ing nation al junior champion in 
^e senu-hnals Parthiv is still a 
sub-juniwr iind this tine left-hander 
can go a lo ng way if he keeps up 
the hard wsiw Nishith lost out in 
the junior si ngles final to Manmeet 
for whom it was a sweet tevenge 
Nishith had beaten Manmeet in the 
popular Mailiav Sthali T F earlier 
this month 

A major u(iset was the defeat of 
top-seeded Stinitn Mehta (in the 
absence of G«:eti Thadani, the na 
tional girls’ itingles title holder) 
at the hand of Satish Bhalla in the 
women’s tingle's final It was more 
a matter of merves than anything 
else Miss Bhal'la won 24 22, 18 21, 
21-16, 24 26 amd 21-19 

Madhavi Kurmalkar won the 
gill*' crown at the expense of Cur 
dinderjeet Kaur who in turn and 
cxpect^ly claimed the sub-junior 
^ris* title Tht* sub-junior boys’ 
singles title went to Parthiv Vyas 

— SW Cortespondent 


Eomite basketball 


NEW DELHI 
nASKElBALL of which Delhi 
has plenty of it, had another 
patron and that too a very gene- 
t c us one svfaen B D Garware, and 
C B Garware of Blundell Eomite 
Paints Ltd, gave the go ahead for 
a tournament initially restricted 
to local teams, in the capital Thus 
was boin the Fomitc Basketball 
Tournament 

The organisers, with O P Vei ma, 
the energetic secretary of the 
Fomite Sports Club, ran the tour 
nament with rare efficiency One 
hopes that the organiters will be 
able to do even better when the 
tournament is given an all India 
status next year 

As It IS, Delhi has enough talent 
in this game what with a number of 
Services units with some of the top 
surs of the country, posted in the 
capitai 


The final as eiyiected was be 
tween two Army units, Army Ser 
vice Corps and Army Heethiuar- 
ters. Signals The latter team in 
fact had been termed ’’outaidera” 
with Delhi Police being given the 
benefit of being seeded into the 
semi-finals But Signals surprised 
them there But in the final diey 
went down de^ite tying 34-all at 
half time The nnal score was 81>77 
in favour of A S C who won main¬ 
ly because of their better use of 
the bench strength 

Central Reserve Police torce 
fielded two teams as did 3 Kumaon 
Regiinent, The latter, mostly raw 
recruits, showed plen^ of guts and 
With a little bit of training, should 
be a force to leckon with Royai 
Club, D C M Chemicals and Gene¬ 
ral were some of the other well- 
known teams which took part in 
the tournament, played on league 
bas,' upto the quarterfinals 


Chaurasia pedals 


thru’ water 



ALLAHABAD 


VU ATCHED by about 15,000 peo 
** pie Dtsarka Prasad Chaura 
sia, 44 year old cyclist from Mirra 
pur <tossed the rivo' Jamuna here 
riding a cycle kept floating on the 
surface of ivatei with the help of 
four canisters—two below handle 
and two in the rear portion, and a 
propeller fixed at the carrier ao4 
connected to the chain 
Chaurasia pedalled in the waters 
foi about an hour and in the pro¬ 
cess covered a distance of about 
one k m —from Baluai^at to Mahe- 
waghat escorted ^ a big crowd on 
boats and about SO awimmers 
This was the aecond time that 
Chaurasia, who does not know 

swimming, was performing this 
feat He had earlier given demon 
stration in the river Mnga 


Title for 

Lawrence Club 

ALL4HABAD 

I AWRENCI SPORTING X’ lift 
ed the D' B R Ambedkar 
Memorial I ooihall Iropbv scoring 
a convincing 3 1 win ovei their ‘Y 
team in the final played liei- on 
the MES ground 

Balram i2j and Sheonath (1) 
were 'ht seotcr foi the winners, 
while Ghansliyam netted the only 
goal for ih( lii'eis 

Eleven ’earns took part in the 
tournament which was held under 
the auspices of the Civil Lines 
Sporting Club bach team were 
allowed to lield only seven players 

Seven Seas Swimming and Life¬ 
saving Society dominated the Re¬ 
gional Sports Office swimming 
contests held here at the Coru 
Club pool, wii ning the team chaan- 
pionslups in all the four groups 
Manohar Das Swimming Associa¬ 
tion became runners-up in three 
groups 

The respective group winners 
were' Ramesh Chandra ($S with 25 
poinu) and with 15 points in Group 
I and II; Nandlal and Rojendra 
Kumar (both ot SS, with 11 pointe) 
in Group Ill and Raj* Kumar (SS 
With 10 points) in Group IV. 

In the women’s 100 metres free¬ 
style, Rekha Agrawal, Chitra Cha- 
turvedi and Madhubala occupied 
first three positions respectively 

— SANT05H SINGH 
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O!'!/'! i'OUtl 


SOUTH 


BANGAI IIR> 

nANGALORE’s wccer fans had 
® quite a good run for their 
monev tn the recently concluded 
Puttiah Memorial Soccer Fourna 
ment which was won by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Sports Club seniors 
the local outtit, who defeated Goa’s 
Salgaokar Sports Club by a soli 
tary goal m a pretty drab final 

Thus, HA SC made sute that 
the Rai\ga Vilas Cup, for which 
the Tournament is played, stayed 
on in Bangalore It was won by 
the famed Indian Telephone Indus 
tiies last year, but this time the 
Fcdoiatioii Cup winneis who weie 
having a pretty great season were 
toppled by H A S C in the semi 
hnals 

riu tirsi leg pioduved no goals 
but in the sec< nd aftei anothei 
blank 70 ninutcs, the tie breaker 
whidi piovidtd ail Iht ixiitemeni 
decided the issue Aftei a bad miss 
In H ASf s Tlnagaiai the ssort 
Was 4 all with I r I t« take iht lust 
pciiilts shot fhev left it to then 
giidlkc< ,n.i Suidiiitsan who lathii 
coclcils sent III a powerful groundc'i 
and (IS111 lunodian Oeson lunMng 
to his rtghi maiiagiil to keep tin 
hall I lit 

( aiiie tilt sudtli n di ath penalts 
shots and t stilted with Aeronau 
tics custodian hiitini. wide Ills 


A pretty drab final 



The Hindustan Aeronautics Senior team, wii nrrs of the 
Puttiah Memorial Soccer Touin.iment 


skipper Lionel then came on and 
should haye got the match wuinei 
but in a vei v net vuus slate he hit 
into the post Ilii.i Joseph put 
H A S C ahead and Devon made a 
grand winning save off Kumai und 
was tbuired all the was back to 
tilt diessing loon by Ins tans oh) 
went cf.i/s ovt' tht success 

H VSe howevet had a clnsi 
(all m the ptequaittis againsl 
B I 1 aftei starting with a fluent 
4 0 will against Jupitcis in the first 
match Trailing 0 1 they held them 
III the hrst meeting and in the 
second again rallied for a 2 1 vie 
toiv Howevd It was a n,srrow call 
with luck dt'ciiiiig B1 I a< \iia' 
moments oi ilu match 


Aftti ibis H A .S t were light on 
top alifl blusti il Sliipvaid C<Od 4-1 
ind VI III on t( will tht final iiselt 
Sal, lokai lo I called wiin a 
good )> wii' ovi • \J iiidva Distiict 
and 'III! iiur .1 i,i iiless draw 
t<< II \ ( I K ( to the -econd 
mail llir I III t imI its/ saw 

them otini t ‘ < Id os < 2 , but 

tilts heat t >1 4 I tile tie biea 
ktr ti .1 ik‘ ti I s ipci h savt s bs 

giialki epei Bi I I'l i landa who was 
I asils tht hrst gotlktrpei tn view 
in the loin naiiit nr Salgaokar's 
oppoiK Ills in lilt SI mi hnals were 
Vycsti n Kailw.ts who wire beaten 
10 and ’ 1 ind pul up a rathei 

pool show 

K \KVINDAM 


Venkat—pride of BRC 


MADRAS 

^ VINKMRAGHAVAN Hit 
lest ciiikctei, IS the piidt 
of Bhiinaiipei Kccieation Club, a 
member club ot the Famil Nadu 
Ciicket Association whichccUba 
ted Its nlvct jubilee here on June 
12 1 he celeOi ated off spinner re 
iteiatcd what he had told me in 
19K aftei his maiden Test scries 
against New Zealand that his sta 
ture in the game today was largels 
the result of the encoui agement, 
he had received from the BRC, to 
which he had moved fium Milky 


was ("«ckti t mb i niiis(>iv oi ihi 
forme 1 

faleni i ni bir -som only if it ha- 
thi pi opr r >1 ) (VI tuoiiy and r n 
coin dgeiium* • nd V> nkat had both 
fiom BKC a.id iis c,*ptatii tluii S 
'Viswatiathaii When BRt heliltd 
Venkat fnwied alinust a sitiilr long 
spell so that liis skills weir* s'lai ed 
m th( cirtciblt of mitch pi is Ht 
was thus eadv when the duoi s ot 
fiistclass ciuket and lest ci'clel 
opened tor him And ihr ilcii 
young man he was he st i/ed them 
with both hands and lose to he 
India s captain 



Veitl It ih'i ( was not the pride 
ot BKl on It IS nunioiahh (veiling 
Ihiit weir (Oii)s i few of them 
Slaw plavi's ishf ’larf given then 
hr. Ill and soul ,0 the BRC Ihe 

t luh owrr’ Is or pm to tlu lute 

( I ■rndr is( k I I II litas \pptidu 
whr ropnt i *lit s* vivr s ot R 
*si till in now ,, ori (dilor of Fimts 
ot liiilia \r r llilh) 

BKt I gii (4 III OIK sr nsatioiiai 

(otoi rlisi Kill li •till malt li in 

IhMifvl who li I till hr ptivilegf 
tr irptil K tur\ tUrr* ol medium 
pi<(i I \ I'l r.iii ‘i,id slitlled out 
Iht vidriiht Pt \t nil I ( I ickr 1 

< (oh It I li\ t I> 4,1 > Ill'll Irii a 

low Stint t,K( ti III II itipiied 
I tins III no till ‘ hill I It non 
chalanr I a, i I u vin,* n i rss win 
rect* td tlu .iigh vluii ( lU, i dd 
thr '»'<( I 1 ] *4 It tn wor.ls like 

In loniiilit Ihr iniUh v I ill w is 
an (lilt d,i\ aPiii , up i r>i ti one 
innings itl m oi'lti r inlr-s 
So M( ( bat I (' (gviin in rdi i dc 
cldiation iiir nij i ink runs 

and sittlcil i)t,i IRC lieu sre 

< nd innni ' ci > s< n >to 

nal \ K to s 1 1 V t «> ,ne 

inaiiv thiilii I dial had 

b(>t‘ii (It 1 c lit; III, 

1 \ ‘*l MiVUl s Vs 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Fielding 

V^HFN I ni sr entered big cricket 
J spent nio»t of my fielding 
time on the boundary and can hone 
stlv vav I enjoyed fielding more 
than anything else My enthusiasm 
went so far that sometimes I sec 
retly hoped our skipper would lose 
the toss so that I could moie quick 
1y satisfy my desire to go out and 
field Being young and full of 
eneigy I loved to havechdses round 
the boundary, especially on^he soft 
turf of England when skies weii 
grey and I could go without a cap 
Iheie IS a real thrill in a dash 
round the fence which culminates 
in a one handed save and a leturn 
light over the middle stump into 
the keeper’s gloves 

The III fielding positions aie pio 
bably moie important, but I know 
that when I was forced, bv virtue 
ot being captain, to come into the 
toseis or some close in position, I 
nevei felt the same thiifl as when 
outfaeiding 

One of the reasons may have 
been that an outfield has a more 
leisurely and lestful existence Hi 
doesn't woi k at quite the san i 
pressure as the others 

That IS why it is not a bad ihing 
foi fast bowlers to retiie to the 
outfield at the end of an ovei- 
providing it can be conveniently 
airanged within the general pattern 
and does not delay the flow of the 
game 

This technique was developed by 
the Lnglishmen At first it was cn 
ticised as giving the bowler uii 
necessarv walking but the relaxa 
tion angle became better apprecia 
ted latei on 

I he South Aft lean team which 
came to Australia in 19^2 1 gave 
the fine-si example of teem spirit 
and cooperation in fielding that I 
have evet seen They were not a 
great side in batting or bowling but 
they practised fielding with fana 
tical zeal and backed it up with 
superb physical fitness 

Ihey finally drew the rubber 
with Australia, thanks largely to 
then wonderful fielding 


A poorly trained fielding side 
will neglect many refinements 
which the Test class plavers should 
not Here are some of them 

The fastest throw from boon 
daiy tc stumps is naturally the one 
with the lowest tiaiectory piovid- 
ing, of course, it reaches the 
stumps on the full But I have 
never seen any playet with an arm 
so powrful that he could propel the 
ball from brundary to stumps widi 
out the need to give ii some are 
in (he flight With a short boun 
dary, such as the side at Lord’s, or 
Adelaide Oval, good throweis can 
land the ball over the stumps 
without much arc, but it is a dif 
fereni ‘loiv from sav, the end of 
the Adelaide Oval when the throw 
may approximate 100 yards 

Undci thosi conditions the out 
held can usually leturn the ball 
with niaxinitini spetd by letting it 
bound onii on tht was—bv skid 
ding It xitf the iiiif isitli a low iia 
jeciors And that lan lit diint with 


Itss itlon than ih» t'inw on tli« 
lull 

th< vaiious positions in the held 
demand qinii difitieni uchnirpies 
oi maxiniiini pi it'CHiiis The man 
It (list slip netds to In ot ihi 
aleiT tiom the moment tht howlti 
commemes his lun On riilistis ht 
should obscivt the fliglit «)! the 
ball -eves glued on ii all the was 
His It b IS to ItKik out foi a ca'rh 
Iht saving of tuns is a secondary 
thought for him but of coursi his 
close ( bservanct of ilie ball niakts 
him better able to slop any ball 
latch or otherwise 

fieldsmen neai the wicket such 
a*^ slips, gully, short leg, silly point 
etc should stand evenly balanced 
with feet apart, ready to move in 
any direction They must not move 
as the ball is being delivered 

1 think it best for them to adopt 
a stooping position It is much 
easier to get up quickly toi a high 
ball than to bend quickly for a low 
< nc and also, from a stooping posi 
tion. It IS Icr easier to make a 
quick sideways movement 


It is not important whether first 
slip is a good runner or not, but 
an outfield should be fast and he 
should be a good thrower He has 
a more general survey of the 
whole scene and has room to 
manoeuvre accoiding to the shot 

It IS generally taught that evetv 
fieldsman nust watch the ball the 
whole time but whilst m general 
I agree, the outfield is the one man 
who may be permitted some licence 

Supposing a drive is made along 
the ground past mid-on and the 
outfield starts off m pursuit with 
obviously some 30 yards to go be¬ 
fore reaching the ball He can some 
times spare a momentary glance to 
see whete the batsmen are so that 
he may ludge whethei the hit is 
merely a certain single, a certain 
two or a possible three, etc He can 
observe whe<h<M one batsman is 
much moie adsaiiced than his col 
league and so tudge whether there 
I* iikelv to he a danger end 

In suth < IK unistaiices I some 


unit*' iri< d to adiust my run (if I 
had thi option) so that the bats 
mill would find themselves uncer 
tain wheilici to lun a second or 
not 1 o lu h 111 and save the sec 
(lid lull IS sciy good but depen 
ding nil till •>! lie of rlu game, it 
iiiHV be a belli I thing, ttom the 
heldiiig point of \uw to liavi the 
batsmen aiteinpiing i risky tun 
A little suhtlcts can ociasionally be 
used in tu filing 

However whin ii is a case ot 
tryinj to make a latch there is 
no cxiiption whatever to the rule 
- watch the ball all ihe wav This 
applies to all fieldsmen in every 
position 

An old saying is that the side 
which never drops a catch never 
loses a match and whilst not com 
pletely true there is a lot of com 
mon sense behind the remark 
Percy Chapman’s winning Test 
combination in 1928 29 did not 
drop a catch in the first four Test 
matches of that series and they 
won them all Tn the final Test 
they failed to live up to this high 
standard and lost the game 

In attempting to make a catch I 
think It is wise to try to be well 
balanced and to keep the head 
quite still I know this is impossible 
when a man is running flat out to 
reach the ball But even if he has 
to run, he may be able to get 
under a catch and steady himself 
before it falls Similarly with slips, 
tliey may have to overbalance in 
catching but I am quite sure they 
judge die ball more accurately if 
circumstances allow them to keep 
a still head till the last moment. 

Publishers- Rupa tc Co. 

(to be continued) 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 



by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


?fi 


SPOR rSWEEK, July 17. 1977 










_by JIMMY MEHTA^J 

J^AST week’s hand: 

A 4 3 

p.4 

K 10 8 7 
N 
S 

‘ Kj982 

A 7 2 
A J 5 


Contract: 6 Spades against which 
West leads the Club 4, seven from 
dummy, nine from East and knave 
from hand 

The basic problem of the hand 
is the correct tackling of the trump 
suit. It a trump loser cannot be 
afforded, the peicentage play is a 
spade to the Ace and a spade 
finesse. If declcret can afford a 
trump losei, he should take the 
safety play in trumps (to hold his 
losers to one) i.e. the spade King 
followed by the eight of spades 
which is run unless the ten or 
^een appears from L.H.O. Inci¬ 
dentally the safety play reaps an 
unexpected reward when the Queen 
is doubieton with West. It breaks 
atleast even with the finesse when¬ 
ever West has Q 10 x. For practical 
purposes the finesse and satety play 
are on par ishen East has Q 10 x x 
of spades. 

Call uectaier afford a trump 
loser? The answer of course de¬ 
pends on his charces of eliminating 
his second diamond loser. If de¬ 
clarer can judge the club position 
he is assured of this, failing which 
there is a further possibility of a 
red-suit squeeze on West. 

What about banging down ACe 
and King of spades and if the 
Queen dws not drop, eliminating 
hearts and clubs and existing with 
a trump pl^ng for the spade 
Queen and diamond King in the 
same hand? So dtere are three pos¬ 
sible lines; apade finesse; Ace and 
King of Spades and safety play in 
trumps. The respective percentages, 
which involve assessment of de¬ 
clarer's chances for disposal of his 
diamond loser are too complex for 
me to work out. Shantanu Gh'ose, 
would you like to help us? 

The hand cropped up in a local 


'' "tad' ' a' 

tgMMe slain at accriv raen^ tablM. 
It failed at every tame except mine 
ev«m thou^ several declarers were 
recipients of a favourable minor 
suit lead. The full hand was: 


A 4 3 
A Q 8 4 
Q 3 

Q 10 8 7 

Q 10 6 5 N 4 

10 762 W E J95 
XJ9 10 8654 

4 3 S Q 9 6 2 

K J 9 6 2 
K 3 
A 7 2 


At my table, I opted for the 
safety play in spades. West did not 
split his honours. 1 drew the third 
trump stripped the hand and threw 
West in with a trump to lead away 
from his diamond King. The red- 
suit squeeze would have also work¬ 
ed as the cards lie and in fact de¬ 
clarer is forced to it if West splits 
his trump honours. When West 
does not .split his htmours, the 
throw-in is superior because it does 
not need four hearts with West 


1 really do not know whether 
percentage-wise the winning play 
was superior but what weighed 
with me was'the opening lead. 

If the opening lead was from 
the Queen (I thought the third 
round of clubs would clarify this, 
unless West had been diabolically 
deceptive) the safety -play was 


HuOamn, sHtti udiat hand pouiut 
lie make such a peculiar laad 
agakwt a slam? Was it because his 
holdings in the olher suits ware 
.even less attractive to lead from? 
Might he not have chosen a trump 
in preference to the lead of a 
douUeton? I have a theory ebout 
the trump Queen — it u more ' 
likely to be with the opening lee- 
der. Anyway I felt certain that 
West had at feast one of the black 
Queens and on this hypothesis 
opted for the safety play. 


The pundits were divided in theh* 
views — those who thought it just 
a lucky hand where an anti-per¬ 
centage play met with undeserved 
success and these whtf lauded the 
play. What do you think? Did I 
play against the odds and if so did 
the psychological considm-ations in¬ 
volved override cold mathematics? 
You be the judge. And Shatami, 
don’t forget those percentages. . . . 
if only for my education. 


* * * 


S. R. Kambli of Bombay has rap¬ 
ped me on the knuckles about the 
double-dummy problem solution 
appearing in Sportsweek September 
3rd. He points out rightly, that a 
club should be played at trick two 
and the heart seven from dummy 
thereafter. If the heart seven is 
played before a round oi clubs 
(suggested solution) West can duck 
the Club and later destroy the 
squeeze A club duck at trick two 
does not help die defence. Apolo¬ 
gies to readers and particularly to 
Kambli who say.s he spent Tliree 
Sleepless Nights. 


How much do you know? 


by HOSEY MISTRY 


1. Is it a foul if a shot putter 
leaves from the front half of 
the circle after completing his 
put? 

2. What is the height of the net 
posts in badminton? 

3. When is a let called in ball 
badminton? 

4. If the referee is certain that 
the diver has performed a dive 
obviously other dian that an¬ 
nounced, by the performance 
of a different dive on the table, 
what should be his decision? 

5. How long cart a cricket pitch 
be rolled? 

6. Can the hand-out, in squash, 
demand that the service be 


made from the box, if it is net 
so? 

7. In kho kho who gives the judge¬ 
ment of a foul, the umpire or 
the referee? 

ANSWERS: 

1. Yes. He must leave from the 
rear half of the circle. 2. 1.55 m. 
(5 ft. 1 in.) from the floor. 3. A 
'let’ shall be called by the umpire 
tor any unforeseen or accidental 
hindrance. 4. Declare it as a failed 
dive. 5. Not more than seven 
minutes. 6. Yes, if he docs not 
attempt to take the service. 7. An 
umpire. 
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by ARBIES 

,CHESS 


U NORTHODOX aggressive play 
early in rhe opening on the 
Queen side is a doiwle-edged 
option for Black in the Taimanov 
Variation of Sicilian Defence. The 
first game shows the risk run by 
him in being outplayed in tactics. 
The secmid game illustrates King 
side anack by Wliite when Taf 
manov transposes in a kind of 
Schveningen. 

SIClUAN DEFENCE 
White; Velimirovich 


Black; Olafsson 
(NOVI SAD 1976) 

1. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3, NQB3 3. 
PQ4, PxP 4. NxP. PK3 S. NQB3, 
QB2 6. BK2. PQR3 7. PB4, PQN4 
<a) 9; NxN, QxN 9. BBS. iN2 10. 
QQ3. (b) QB2 11. BK3. NK2 12. 

NB3 13. KNl. BK2 14. PK5I 

(c) RQl IS. NK4. NN5 16. NQ6ch!, 
BxN 17. PxB, QR4 18. QQ4, QxPch 
19. KBl, (|R5 20. PQN3, QR6ch 21. 
KQ2. BxB 22. QxP, RKBl 23. RRl, 


l«7 24. ]^, qx<^ 2S. 
QitQtii 26. Bxa NN5 27. BBS. nI^ 
28. BzR, KxB 29. RxP and White 


(a) 7. . . BB4 8. BIC3. PQ3 is a 
sound alternative. 

(b) A deviation from the imme¬ 
diate 10. PKS, QB2 11. NK4. NR3 
12. BK3 with a plus for vniite 
(MCC 10). 

(c) The tactical play initiated by 
this move requires deep calcula¬ 
tion. Black’s attadc is sbrnt-lived 
and White comes out of the ex¬ 
change ahead on the 28ih move. 

White: Shnapik 
Black: Smejkal 
(Sandomir 1976) 

Six moves as above: 7.00, NB3 
8. BK3. BK2 (a) 9 PB4, PQ3 10. 
QKl, 00 11. QN3. NxN 12. BxN. 
roN4 13. PQl^ BN2 14. KRl, BB3 
l£ QRKl, QN2 1& BQ3. PN5 17. 
NQl (b) PNI 18. NB2. PxP 19. PxR 
PQ4 20. .nCS, NK5 il. BxN, PxB 
22. NN4, KRQl 23. NR6ch, KBl (c) 
24. PB3. BQN4 25. RB2. BBS 26. 
PB5I (d) kI^P 27. RxBP, RxB 28. 
PxR, KN2 29. RR5, BK3 30. NBSdt, 
KBl 31. NxB (e) PxR 32. NN8. 

S «7 33. QNS, RBI 34. NR6. QB6 
. RQl. and Black lost on time. 

(a) More aggressive 8. . . BN5 


9.' M^;;,liidl'or 9.'.'.'W'i^ding' 
to contplicated lines of play. 

(b) White allows his Q-side 
Pawn structure to be broken up in 
order to expedite the transfer of 
tile Knight to the King aide where 
it plays a major part in the attack. 

(c) If 23. . . KN2 24. PB5I, RxB 
25. PxKF, PxP 26. RB7ch with a 
strong attack. 

(d) A decisive breach in Rlack’s 
castM position. He is forced to 
give up the exchange. 

(e) White has to return the ex¬ 
change, but Black’s King position 
is tiiattered. 


END GAME 



White: Kfl; R’.s-h7, d7; Pc6. 

Black: Kc8; RVaS; b8; Bd8; 
P’s-gS, hS. 

White to play and win. 


Figures are fun 



I N the Kingston Test, April 1S20, 
1977, l^kistan as a team set up 
two world records for the most 
dismissals by a wicketkeeper in a 
Test as well as in an innings. 


A total of 11 wicketkeeping dis¬ 
missals were effected in both in¬ 
nings of the match—^four in the 
first and seven in the secMd. The 
existing record is nine dismissals 
in a Test match held solely l^r Gil 
Langley of Au.stralia vs En^and at 
Lord’s in 1956; and the record for 
6 dismissals 'in an innings is held 
jointly by four ’keepers: Wally 
Grout of Australia vs South Africa 
at Johannesburg in 1957-58, Denis 
Lindsay of South Africa vs Aus¬ 
tralia at Johannesburg in 1966-67, 
John Murray of England vs India 
at Lord’s in 1967, and Syed Kir- 
mani of India vs New Zraland at 
Christchurch in 1975-76. 


Unfortunately, on a mere techni¬ 
cality, Pakistan’s two wkketkeep- 
ing world records in Test Crickm 
cannot, strictly spedking, be enter¬ 
ed in the maki body oi this record- 
section (thou^ it aurdly will be 
and MUST K included in the 
record-bottics as a inmnorable foot¬ 
note), since the match-aggregate of 
dismissals and the second innings 


_ Follow ’em 

with BBM 

total of dismissals were made by 
two wicketkeepers. It came about 
this way: 

Wasim Bari took four catche.t in 
the West Indies first innings. Then, 
whilst batting in Pakistan’s first 
innings qn the second day, he was 
hit in the face by a bouncer from 
Colin Croft, and retired hurt with 
a fractured nose and cherk-bone. 


West Indies commenced their 
second innings after tea on the 
second day, and all through the 
third day Majid Khan substituted 
as wicketkeeper, in which capacity 
he took four catches behind the 
wicket. 


Then, on the fourth day, after 
the intervtming rest day, Wasim 
Bari — showiim immense Rick 
McCosker4ike fortitude and cou¬ 
rage despite his grievous injury 
(In^a, please notel) — donned tiie 
gloves again for Pakistan and took 
three more catches to bring his 
own personal total to seven in the 
match — four in tiie first innitus 
and three in the second—and the 
team total of wicketkeeping catches 
to 11 in the match—four in the 
first innings and SEIHBN in the 
second. 
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lOiM to for a 

iMhiic, to ne Aitslo-Austra- 
Uan Tesit, !^p at MarJcs &' 
Spencer, etc. I had been warned 
that, after the Kerry Packer in- 
timt, all cricket enthusiasts 
were viewed with uispicion by 
Kaglish authorities. But I did not 
know it WHS as bad as it turned 
out to be. 

The minute I landed at Heathrow, 
the British press surrounded me 
and asked: "How many English 
players are you signing up for 
your cricket circus in India?” 

1 told them 1 had no intention of 
signing any players and I was all 
for the continuance of the game 
in the manner it was conducted 
today. 

The following morning, there were 
headlines in the London press 
stating that 1 was prepar^ to 
n^otiate a compromise formula 
widi the representatives of the 
international cricket conference. 

A friend with the BBC fixed up a 
Television interview for me and 
1 readily agreed, since I have 
some very definite views on the 
emergency and thou^t the Bri¬ 
tish puUic would like to hear 
them. 

'Unfortunately, there was some mis¬ 
understanding and all through 
the interview they kept asking 
me if I would release the Aus¬ 
tralian second XI players to play 
In the Australia-India Test series 



mag ww «iMr. I ww suawoonid' 
for a -hffiw^b maeriag with tlia ' 
world cridcM officials. NoitiMr 
Mr. Freddie Brewn nor Vfr. 
Colin CowdCey wds^ cooeiaeod ' 
thar I was in En^aad for a 
day (since they had never beard 
of an Indian going n» Enghwd 
just for a htdiday) and ac cuaed 
me of having ISred 51 of the 
world's leading players to play 
cricket for me. 


or insist on their playing for my 
circus. 

The more sensational English tab¬ 
loids, which never care to verify 
facts, carried stories of my 
ing an Indian Maharaja who was 
buying up their players with dia¬ 
monds and rubies from my per¬ 
sonal mines. 


It was getting to be a little embar* 
rassing, especially as West In¬ 
dian and Pakistani cricketers 
kept dropping into my hotd 
room, carmng books widi tbeir 
batting and baling records, and 
wanting to know if I was interes¬ 
ted in them and would I pay in 
Indian rupees of English pounds. 


And, when I went to buy a ticket 
for the first Test, whose result 
is by now known to the world, 
the man selling the ticket to me 
said: “I guess you want to see 
the players in action before deci¬ 
ding on your World XI.” 

And, while the Test was on, a lot 
of Australian players kept look¬ 
ing at me sitting in the stands 
and waving to me. And the Aus¬ 
tralian manager banned all his 
players from meeting me. 

Ihe Test itself was rather disap¬ 
pointing, no- matter what the 
cricket correspondents may say, 
and just when I thought every- 


I was also approached by Mr. 
Kerry Packer. He wanted to do 
a deal with me by which he 
would have the exclusive righta 
to televise my world series in 
India. I told him that in India 
all Tests were televised by the 
government and the commentary 
was given by Lala Amarnath. 

On the final day of my Enidisb 
holiday, I managed te get auto¬ 
graphs of Tony Greig, Alaa Knott 
and Derek Underwood for my 
sons. And the ftdlowii^ morning, 
the newspapers carried stories 
that three leading English cric¬ 
keters bad signed with me five- 
year contracts. 



Q WILL the Indian Olympic 
Association’s move to set up 
a tribunal help to settle disputes in 
national federations? 

— B. Acharya (Gauhati). 

A IT may or may not, but it 
^ will certainly increase the 
I.O.A.’s control over national fede¬ 
rations. 


Q WHICH is the best opening 
pair ill the world today — 
Rkk McCoskw-Alan Turner, Roy 
Fredericks-Gordoti Greenidge, Ma¬ 
jid lAan-Sadiq Mohammad? 

— Murli Kumar Menon (Bhilai). 


A McCOSKER and Tunier pair 
^ has already been broken up. 
There is little to choose between 
West Indians Fredericks and 
Greenidge and Pakistanis Majid 
Khan and Sadiq Mohammad. Both 
palrt have been consistent though 
IB tbc tost series between West In¬ 


dies and Paki.stan, Fredericks and 
Greenidge had two century stands 
of 182 and 154 8.eainst one of 123 
by Majid and Sadiq. 


Q WICKETKEEPER N. S. Tani- 
hane has eifecied 16 stump- 
ings in Tests against F." M. Engi¬ 
neer’s 15. Am I right? 

— Sangrain K. Patinaik 
(Keonshargarh). 

A BOTH have eficcted 16 stum- 
^ pings. In 21 Tests, Tamhane 
caught 35 and stumped 16, while 
in 46 Tests, Engineer has cau^t 
66 and stumped 16. 


Q WHO is the better side 
among India, England aird 
New Zealand? 

— K. Mishra (Burnpur). 

A ON the basis of recent re- 
O suits, it should be England 
but the vaseline affair raises a nag¬ 
ging doubt. 

Q COULD you please give the 
complete Test and first-class 
records of Sir Garfield Sobers? 

— Naresh Mahajan (Amritsar). 

A HIS records will fill pages. 
^ In 93 Tests he has scored 
8,032 runs and taken 235 wickets. 


ARE Karsan Ghavri, Anriiu- 
man Gaekwad and Brijesh 
Patel Gujaratis? If not, to what 
caste do they belong? 

— A. S. Rajagopalan (Poona). 

A ALL three can speak Guja- 
” rati, though titeir origins and 
domicile are different. Ghavri and 
Patel are Gujaratis. 


Q HAS Ajit Wad^ar any chil¬ 
dren’ 

— Robi (Calcuna). 


A lib has just been blessed 
^ with another boy, his second. 

IS the diving style allowed 
in high jump? 

— Jokay Angu (Narendrapur, 
Bengal). 

A YES, ijf it is part of the 
^ straddle. 

Q COULD you give me the 

names and addresses of nome 
good volleyball coaches? 

— G. ^anmughasundsiram 
(Tirupur, Tamil Nadu). 

A CONTACT either your State 
^ association or the NatitKMl 
Inatitute of Sporu, Motibagh, Pa¬ 
tiala. 
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ing and fitness 


^lyOMEW ouac to running more 
^ elowly and ihyly than men. 
They were even leu accuuomed 
than nwn to the pain of exercise. 
Breasts jounced and drew boots 
from male motorists. The alMmpor- 
tant running on«<handed noseblow, 
a manoeuvre performed without 
Kleenex, was unladylike. When 
Judy Sanford, 33, a Houston house- 
wife, began jog^ng a few years 
ago, she did it inside her house, 
we reckoned 73 laps to the mile, 
and says that she changed direc¬ 
tion every ten laps to keep from 
giming dizzy. Now she runs three 
miles a day through the streets, 
wearing a head-set radio to keep 
from getting bored. 

Six months ago, Lucy King, 35, 
a New Orleans housewife, began 
getting up at 5 a.m. to jog with 
her husband. “The first two weeks, 
my body thought I was going to 
die and my mind was convinced. I 
didn’t want to do it. I hated it.” 
Now, she saprs, she feels buoyant 
. after her mile-and-a-half run. and 
'the feeling lasts for most of the 
day. "I'm pleased with myself.” 

Joggers become runners, and wo- 
nmn, who until five years ago were 
not allowed to compete in the Bos¬ 


ton Marathon, have now lowared 
the sex gap at the maradion dis¬ 
tance of 26 milea 385 yards to leu 
than half an hour (Derek Clayton 
holds the male record at 2:08:33, 
and Chantal Langlace is the fe¬ 
male record holdei at 2:35:15). 

Probably the sex gap is unclos- 
able in the marathon, but in the 
ultra-marathon distances of SO to 
100 miles, women’s lightness and 
endurance may be a commanding 
advantage, and a woman has been 
an overall winner in a West Coast 
100-miIe ultra-marathon. 

Age deters runners no more, than 
sex Marathoners in their 60s are 
almost commonplace now. and two 
weeks ago, 78-year-old Dr. Paul 
Spangler completed the 7.6-mUc 
Bay-to-Breakers race in San Fran¬ 
cisco in the respectable time of 
60:14. . (Twenty-five-year-old John 
Holewinski collapsed during the 
race and died shortly afterward; 
and 30-year-old Pro Tennis Player 
Karen Kranizoke died this year 
after jogging. Such deaths are rare, 
but exercise experts strongly re¬ 
commend physical exams for begin¬ 
ning joggers). 

At Chicago’s Swedish Covenant 
Hospital, Cardiologist Dr. Noel Ne- 
quin started an 
exercise program¬ 
me for heart pa¬ 
tients six years 
ago. The first step 
is a stress test, in 
which the subject 
runs on a tread¬ 
mill while wired 
to an electrocar¬ 
diograph. Then 
an exercise re¬ 
gime is set. The 
Iteginning pace 
may be a walk or 
a slow jog, with 
frequent pulse 
checks. Condition¬ 
ing is slower than 
with healthy jog- 
Kbrs, but the re¬ 
sults can be star¬ 
tling. Ten oi Ne- 
quin’s patients, 
one of them a 47- 
year-old mer¬ 
chant who survi¬ 
ved a triple by¬ 
pass operation, 
were planning to 
run in a ten-mile 
race along the 
lakefront. 

Participants in 
such programmes 
tend to talk 
about running 
with a special 


--rr:-' "I 

Tbt flnt 'iMWt yt- V 

^ppgnrwl in ten* 


fervour, and so do their dtW* 
tort. "Man wit made a 
gad aninal bacaute ha wm dmwit 
to uae hit le«’’ says Dr. J. V. 
Shivde, one of Dr. Naquin’s aula- 
tents. “We don’t know what ana 
thing causes heart attacks, bitt two 
of the risk factors are inactivity 
and psychological tension. Jogging 
is an answer for boA. We canVtay 
that exercise arrests heart distasa, 
though there is some evidence that 
it may. But at least with exercise, 
if you have a heart attack, you have 
a greater chance of coming out of 
it alive.” 

Physical health is not the only 
benefit reported by running ad¬ 
dicts. Runners who push them: 
selves beyond three miles or so 
describe with surprising consis¬ 
tency a feeling or euphoria that 
would be worth five years in jail 
if it came from plant resins. 

Tcm Williams, 42, an ex-Stanford 
tootballcr who owns an executive 
search firm in San Francisco, des¬ 
cribes a feeling that odier runners 
will recognize (though speaking of 
it generally draws an "Uh, yes, 
that’s very interesting” reaction 
from sedentary friends). Williams 
says, “I don’t feel good until about 
a half-hour after I start jogging. 
Then the .cense of fatigue is like a 
warm blanker. It’s a good time to 
meditate. You run ^nng feeling 
like you're (he greatest thing. No¬ 
body can touch you." 

William Morgan, a physical edu¬ 
cation professor and psychologist 
at the University of Wisconsin, says 
that runners “can develop a sensa¬ 
tion of omnipotence. They begin to 
feel invincible. They run through 
red lights, challenge cars at a light. 
Their behaviour becomes absolu¬ 
tely bizarre to their peers. They be¬ 
gin running 100 to 120 miles a 
week." There is something re¬ 
sembling addiction here, and run¬ 
ners tend to become edgy when 
their exercise schedules are inter¬ 
rupted. 

"In general it’s a positive addic¬ 
tion,” says Bernard Gutin, a run¬ 
ner who is professor of applied 
physiology at Teachers College at 
Columbia. "Running seems to do 
away with linear thoujdc same with 
meditation* A lot of people find 
that they get creative solutions to 
problems. I suspect that the eupho¬ 
ria comes from emitting a lot of 
alpha waves, aldiough there has 
been no study on it.” 

At least a beginning has been 
made in the medical use of such 
psychological effects of running. 
Dr. John Greist, a psychiatrist at 
the University of Wisconsin, re¬ 
cently treated 15 cases of depres¬ 
sion by prescribing jogging. Re¬ 
sults were said to have been et 
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«a, or bottor 4wo, .tiioM ob> 
lifaitd wMi trodittoiial fitehnimiot. 
Mw UntvoNity of Chicofo Fiy- 
dMstrln Dr. Jorl Dyrud: “One of 
no boot wojro of iroodac doproc- 
OloA io tqr fOTciaii activity. Of 
OouriOi you have no way of telling 
vrMeh io cart and which i> horse, 
hut 1 have a hunch that a lot of 
this jogging exercise makes very 
good sense as an anti-depressant.” 

The alpha waves and the bomb¬ 
proof cardiovascular systems are 
not achieved without cost. Tennis 
players wreck their elbows and 
break their Achilles’ tendons, but 
runners, especially when they reach 
middle aw, are creaky with bone 
spurs, shm splints, knee miaeries 
and bruised heels. Despite layers 
of foam padding in their expen- 
' Hive Adidas, Puma, Nike and Tiger 
training shoes, half of the mem- 
, bers of a suburban joggers' club 
will be out of action at any given 
time. 


Running is certain to be the best- 
researched sport in history, be¬ 
cause so ^lany researchers, are run¬ 
ning. but not much thought seems 
to have been given to running and 
alcohol. Most exeicise books advise 
against mixing the two, but in 
tarms suggesring that what is being 
purveyed is merely conventional 
wisdom. Not long ago Runner’s 
World, the amiable and authorita¬ 
tive magazine subscribed to by jast 
about all serious foot flappers, 
published on article alleging that 
alcohol has not hurt the perfor¬ 
mances of several distance runners. 
Frank Shorter, the Olympic gold 
roedallis^ is said to have swallowed 
1} to 2 litres of good German beer 
the night before he won the 72 
marathon. 

One of die great virtues of run¬ 
ning is that it makes dieting un^ 
necessary. A mile run in eight 
minutes, which is a good hacker’s 
pace, will burn roui^ly 100 calo- 
ciea. Faddists’ diets and food addi- 
tivM such as protein powders have 
their adherents, but experts are 
nearly unanimous in saying that 
normal, balanced meals, easy on 
the fats, wil sustain a runner pfr- 
feetly well. Marathoners have 
teken to loading up on carbohy¬ 
drates for several days before s 
race, to pack dieir bodies widi 
^coMn, but since it takes about 
20 miles to run through a normal 
aup^y of glycogen, spaghetti has 
no special magic for short-winded 
strivers. 

Business firms have latched onto 
die new fitness with unmistaksble 
sincerity. It is a backward business 
ornnization, in fact, diat does not 
subsidise some kind of aerobics 
programme at iea^ for its execu¬ 
tives. Fumble-fingered, softbaU. 
bowling and Ping Pong used to be 
the extent vi busiaess adilecics, but 
now such firms as General Foods, 
Xerox and Life Insurance Com- 
pehy of Georgia have set up elabo¬ 
rate exercise regimes. The reasons 



Marathon runner checks 
damage 


are not obscure; employees who 
take 20 laps instead of four mar¬ 
tinis at lunch make more sense 
when they return to their desks, 
and are far less likely to require 
payouts from company-financed 
health insurance. 

There is a class distinction here, 
however. Not many factories spon¬ 
sor aerobics programmes (though 
Jogger Jesse Bell, president of the 
Bonne Bell cosmetics firms, built 
a running track near his Cleveland 
factory, and paid employees SI a 
mile for padding around it, until 
some began lapping ct the rate of 
$250 or more a month). 

In fact, not many blue-collar 
workers or their families take part 
in aerobic sports. Not ail motor¬ 
cyclists are blue collar, but almost 
all bicyclists and runners are white- 
collar. In snow country, the line 
between white«ollar cross-country 
skiers and blue-collar snowmobilers 
sparks with animosity, ahd is sel¬ 
dom crossed. Factory workers are 
nearly as sedentary as bank presi¬ 
dents now, but clearly the convic¬ 
tion persists from the arduous old 
(lays that sweating is what privi¬ 
leged toffs pay you to do. 

Lavish Gym. Class crackles in the 
clean, conditioned air at Dr. Ken¬ 
neth Cooper’s $2 million Aerobics 
Center, a lavishly renovated ante¬ 
bellum mansion in north Dallas. 
The center is a gym. and people 
sweat there, but die locker rooms 
are cozy with rust-coloured carpet, 
and their smell is more Brut than 
Ben Gay. Cooper is the author of 
Aerobics, the exerciser’s Old Testa¬ 
ment, The New Aerobics, and two 
other books about the exercise 
system he developed while he 
work^ as a health researcher for 
the Air Force. 

The basis of Cooper’s system is 
his use. as a measure of condition¬ 
ing. of the amount of oxygen a 
circulatory system can take in and 
use in a given time. This he mea¬ 
sured by positioning runners on 
treadmiUs and capturing their ex¬ 
halations in plastic bags. The more 


okygnn naaid, men wmk tinnn 
iWbrc nxhauatloti, tb« din 

atdijncfa noadltion. Conpnr found . 
that he ceuld araroKlmnw aueh 
teats by meaaurlaig tha dHatmiM a 
runner could cover bi twdve minu¬ 
tes over a tFack-—!} mllet for e 
man under 30 in cxcellem condl- 
doa; 1.1 to 1.24 miles for a -4S* 
year-old woman in fair diape, and 
so on. 

Cooper devised aertdiic exercise 
schemes for postulants at Mcb 
stage of conditimttng, aimed at 
keying the heart working at 70% 
of Its maximum rate, lie advises 
that ruiuiers .may subtract th^ 
age from 220, then take 70% of the 
result as an optimum heartbeat 
rate. Cooper then had the flasb of 
genius that has earned Hhim fame 
and wealth. Exercisers receive in¬ 
tangible but jmuch prized rewartb 
—aerobic “points”—^for doing tbeir 
routines. An evening of bowling? 
No points. Twenty pushups? No 
points. A 7;S0-muiute mile? Five 
points. Get running. 

They do; before 5 a.m., Mercedes 
and Triumphs purr up to the Aero- ■ 
bics Center, and their drivers be¬ 
gin to circulate around tbe one* 
mile track. Each has undergone a 
stress test and has been weighed 
submerged In water to determine 
what proportion of h^s body woi^t 
is fat. Runners punch their times 
into a computer and receive their 
points. At the end of each month 
they get a printout of their pro¬ 
gress. Thirty points a week, says 
Cooper, mil maintain condition. 
Some overachievers earn 400. 

To some, the Aerobics routine 
may seem too much like what Vic 
Braden said jogging is, a second 
hob. Another prMitable brawn- 
storm, this one invented in Europe 
and developed in die U.$. by Peter 
Stocker, is called Parcourse. Dotted 
around its ll-mile track are signs, 
directing the faithful to stop and 
perform an exercise, then jog on. 
Parcourse suggests a hybrid of 
miniature foil mid the stations of 
the cross, and citizens riiotild be 
warned, bacause Its franchises, 
creeping eastward from California, 
can DOW be foimd in 65 cities. 

No doubt the society need ants 
more tiian grasshimpars, wdio jump 
dazzUngly but probably don’t keep 
up their aerobics points. Perhaps 
Mch sort cf bug mould listen to 
Dr. George Sneehan, 58. mara¬ 
thoner. author (Dr. Sbedian on 
Running) and cardiologist: “Play 
is the priceless ingrediem in any 
successful fitness promramme. But 
.... play is not just fun and plea¬ 
sure. It has to do with human 
need. Fitness is something that hiu 
purpose but no meaning. Play is 
something that has ^ meaning but 
no purpose; fitness is a bonus in 
play, and people are finally learn¬ 
ing how to play.” 

(Concluded) 

Courtesy: TIME 
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Soccer tatk-in 


T he inaugural Federation Cup 
held m Apnl'May last at Erna 
kulam ended in a loss of about Rs 
1 5 to Rs 175 lakhs, and it was 
believed that as this huge deficit 
was contrary to all expectations of 
the AU'India Football Federation 
there would be much rethinking on 
the regulations of the tournament 
But the recent annual general 
meeting of the AIFF at Bangalore 
has belied such hopes 

The AIFF had drawn up elabo 
rate plans to disburse and utilise 
the profits from the Federation 
Cup, and appatently had allotted 
the tournament to Kerala to get 
dieir plans off to a great start 
Players’ Benevolent Fund, prorno^ 
tion of football in rural areas, 
coaching and mobilisation of youth 
talent and ieser'’e fund for the 
AIFF fot a period of ten years 
were each to get ten per cen) of 
the net profits, besides anothei 21) 
per tent to he shared equally 
among members for financing pro 
jects to encoiii ige the game in ru 
ral areas and lot coaching schemes 

In the event, the first Federation 
Cup fetched nothing as far as these 
projects of the AIFF were concern 
ed However, the annual general 
meeting of the AIFF resolved that 
ways be found to contribute to the 
Players’ Benevolent Fund and the 
other projects have not been shel 
ved Which is just as well 

But how will the AIFF initiate 
them? Obviously they believe that 
the second Federation Cup to be 
staged by the Tamil Nadu Football 
Association will be financially more 
successful than the first The gene 
ral feeling in football circles is that 
Coimbatore, the second city oi 
Tamil Nadu, will be able to yield 
a better return than Madras 
Matches could be held under flood 
lights, and these lights are repor 
t^ to be very good, and the sta 
(hum also has an impressive capa 
ci^ Besides, the men in charge of 
the Coimbatore DFA are dedicated 
to making every venture a success 

The Tamil Nadu FA, hosvever 
have not yet decided on the venue 
At least they have not publicised 
their choice This prompts some 
reservations about Coimbatore be 
ing allotted the second Federation 
Cup as Tamil Nadu FA, accortbng 
to a report, wanted to stage the 
National at Madras and the second 
Federation Cup at Coimbatore But 
now the National will be staged by 
Bengal Hence the uncertaints 
about the venue of the Federation 
Cup 

The choice of the venue apart, I 
thought the AIFF would prcnit 
from the lessons of the inaugural 
Federation Cup at Ernafculam The 
same venue had given the AIFF 
the highest returif from a National 


Schemes or pipe'^dreams? 


in 1973, though when the accounts 
of the 1975 National at Calicut are 
finalised the AIFF may get a highei 
amount The AIFF, through even 
a cursory examination, could have 
known that the teims for conduct 
of the National Championship for 
the Santosh Tiophy and for the 
Federauon Cup are disproportio 
nate and that this was the piincipal 
cause of the objectives of uie AIFF 
not being realised 

Thus, Border Secuiity Force oi 
Jullundur bad to be paid about 
Rs 48,000 for two matches tbes 
played against Titanium of Irivan 
drum and Leader Club ot iullun 
dur, an amount that the organisers 
could not have collected from these 
two matches And B S F ’$ example 
was rgther the rule than the excep 
tion 

The teims for the Fedeiatioii 
Cup lay down 21 first class faies to 
and fro from the headquarters ot 
the club to the venue, Rs '>0 pet 
head per day fioni two davs prioi 
to the team’s fust match to two 
days after the team s last match 
and Rs 30 per head per day dui ing 
joui ney 

Contrast these with the aliowan 
ces payable to state teams taking 
part in the National Championship 
which provides foi one first class 
to and fro and 25 single second 
class fares, Rs 20 per head for 21 
members during the lourney and 
Rs 30 per day for 21 membe''s 


from two days before the team’s 
first match to two davs after their 
last match . 

A vetetan AIFT official sought 
to explain this dbnoimal discre- 
panev by pointing out that state 
teams are subsidised by the respec 
live associations That may be so 
But il subsidy and the capacity to 
bear expenses are taken into rec 
koning, then the clubs, at least 
those who took pait in the inaugu¬ 
ral Fedeiation Cup, would be able 
to “iorego ’ as much as do the 
states Most of them were teams 
representing commercial houses 
f(M whom participation in a tourna¬ 
ment foi leading sides is a good 
advei tisement And the two aubs 
that took pait Calcutta’s Mohun 
Began and Mohammedan Sporting, 
spent moi c than the Others The 
tormei tame and went back from 
Cochin by air and the latter, or 
quite a si/abic portion oi the team, 
went back bv aii 

A more impel tant consideration 
with The All 1 should have been 
to visualise if Its wcdkei units 
would bi able lo tvci siag( this 
picstiRious tout name nt and give 
tootbail Ians in their jui isdicuon 
a (hdiKi to watch the top clubs in 
action 1 doubt it the Western In 
dia lottball As«iKiation will be 
able to venture on this touinament 
I he AIFi also would do well re 
stiict the deputation ot officials 
and thus economise 

- SHARPSHOOTLR 


Orkay’s winning streak 


O RKAY MILLS legained the 
Nadkarni Cup Football loui 
nament after three years when 
they triumphed over Mafatlai 
Group by a sol’tary goal on the 
tain drenched Cooperage giound a 


fortnight back. The hnal was the 
culmination of a string of imprM- 
sivt victories thev had posted in 
this the opening tournament of the 
Bombay soccer season 

I bough It IS hard to predict how 



Orkay Mills . . . Nadkarni Cup winners 
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the winner* will fare in other 
event* that will follow, particularly 
tfM Harwood League which they 
are yet to win, it i« clear that other 
local rival* will find it hard to get 
the better of them For they ImIc 
a more .ompact outfit widi the 
attack of Bernard Pereira, Gowder, 
Amerjit Stngh and Zacarias Var 
•howiag a willingness to switch 
poaltions, move all over the field 
—Amarjir fell back deep into fais 
own half to bolster his defence— 
and rdease the ball quickly This 
was most noticeable against Mafat 
lal Group 

Orkay's defence, too. was com 
potent, with the steady Dominic 
Ramos covering tackling and clear 
tng well Ganesh Rao was ready to 
move into the attack and lend an 
edge to his team's raids on the 
rival territory As against Mafatlal, 
Orkay had to contend with wet con 
dlttons against Tata Sports Club in 
the semi hnal They were less 
happy then and weie a tnfle for 
tunate that Altreida s senseless 
dilly dallying let Oowder tiirough 
to store \gains‘ holders Central 
Btmk, Orkay wetc mote in their 
element, though in the second half 
the bankmeii foughi liack to reduce 
heavy an ears, with It antis Nunes 
standing i ut m their attack 

Mafatlal whitred past Union 
Bank and Muiaijcn. Mills luiiiot 
division sides into thi quartei 
final, where they won an inttrest 
mg battle against Ccntuiv Rayon 
Mafatlal were ciippkd for the first 
quaitcr ot an hour by the fine 
Century Rayon defence in whirb 
skipper Ram Bahadur covered a 
lot for his colleagues bcfoic Amai 
Bahadur tuincd the ride in Mafat 
laTs favour with two good hist half 
goals Centiuy Raj on had taken an 
early lead through 7eno Rodrigues 

Tata Sports weic not leally im 
pressive even getting past Indian 
ml and just edged past Central 
Railway But against Orkav they 
made the catJy play and dominated 
for most of the first half Howeici, 
they were not able to get a bad 
into the Orkay net, though Shabbii, 
Cunha and Negi had chances 

Century Rayon promised much 
through the play of Keith Swam, 
Barthoiomeu Pet eira and Zeno 
Rodrigues in attack and Ram 
Bahadur, Dasrath Thapa and Ga 
nesh Shengar m defence 

This year's tournament will also 
be remembered for the “contusion” 
that the colours of Orkay Mills 
(red and white candy striped jer 
*eys and white shorts) and Tata 
Sport* Club (yellow and blue broad 
otnpes and blue shorts) caused for 
a bnesman and the resultant delay 
of about 20 minutes before the 
start of the second half as referee 
F. Sanches tried in vain to persuade 
Tkta*a, who had last the toss, to 
change, and for the elimination 
— SW Correspondent 


Kabtddt 



The Maharashtra team meets Knmar Khadga Bikraia Shah, 
president of Nepal’s Sports Council 


'jpHE Nepal Government has 
^ agreed to send a kabaddi team 
tr participate m the first Interna 
tional Kabaddi championship to be 
held m Calcutta this winter This 
assurance was given by Prime 
Minisiei Dr lulsi Giri, the Edu 
canon Minister, Mr Pampati Sham 
<-here Jung Bahadur Rana and the 
piesident of the Rashtriya Krira 
I’aiishad (National Sports Coun 
cil) Kumar Khudga Bikram Shah 
at separate neetings with the Ama 
teur Kabaddi Fedeiation of India 
delegation which visited the coun 
ttv recently with two men’s and 
two women’s teams from Mahara 
shlra and West Bengal to play a 
scries of exhibition matches m 
Kathmandu 

Eailier, the Maharashtra teams 
visited Bhutan to play twp matches 
each at Thimpu and Phuntsohng 
Bhutan, too, has agreed to parti 
cipate in the international tourna 
ment 

Exhibition matches were played 
on June 20. 21 and 23 On the hrst 
two days, ihey wwe held at the 
Dasarath Rangshala, the mam sta 
ditim m the capital The monscMn 
having set in, the matches were 
scheduled in the generally cleat 
moinmgs The results of the mat 
ches should nave been immaterial, 
considering the nature of the visit, 
but the playeis took it upon them 
selves to establish then supiemacy 
However the general trend was 
that the Maharashtra men and the 
West Bengal girls were superior 

On the hrst day, schoolchildren 
of Kathmandu gathered to watch 
the first “regular ’ kabaddi match 
ever played there The teams were 
introduced to the Secretary of the 
Sporu Council The crowds were 
appreciative f?om the very start 
and the players sporting enou^ to 
risk their limbs on a turf made wet 
by overnight lam 

The second day’s programme 


saw the general public turn out 
By the tune the third day’s matches 
were scheduled, Nepalese young 
sters had already picked up enou^ 
of the game to field tneir own 
teams, both m the men’s and the 
women's sections The matches 
were played m two schools in the 
mormng and at th j Tnhhuvan Uni¬ 
versity — in the natuial stadium 
made by the khudside — in die 
evening 

The matches were interspersed 
with receptions and meeting* The 
AKFl officials, in separate meet 
mgs with the Education Minister 
and the Prime Minister — along 
with an unscheduled one with the 
Finance Minister — explained the 
object of their visit and hoped 
Nepal would participate in die 
international tourney The first 
meeting with Kumar Khadga BHt 
ram Shah was the most crucial, be 
cause he appreciated the ^asic ad 
vantages ot this game fmr develop 
mg countries and promised whole 
hearted support 

It was ultimately decided that 
India would send a coach to Nepal 
as early as possible — defmitely 
by August this year — to train a 
batch of players and get a men’s 
and a women's team ready fwr the 
mternaticnal tournament The tour 
ney may be postponed to allow the 
foreign participants time to adapt 
to the game The AKFI officials 
also suggested that Nepal send 
coaches to the Netaji Subhas Na 
tional Institute of Sports for ka¬ 
baddi training 


The AKFl now plans to send 
squads to Sri Lanka and Malaysia, 
to ensure their participation in the 
mternational tournament With 
Pakistan and Bangladesh having 
already agreed m principle to smid 
teams, there should be a represen¬ 
tative Asian participation in the 


tourney 


—ARIJIT SEN 
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BRIEFLY 


T he Aslan Badminton Confeda> 
ration has said that it will plan 
its next move based on the offiaal 
reaction of the International Bad' 
ninton Federation to a British 
high court ruling in favour of Tai- 
wan’s continued membership. 


T he deserving potential pacemen 
of the north zone were award¬ 
ed ca^ scholarships of Rs 100 - 
per mimth for a year by the Rotary 
Club of Delhi The bowlers selec¬ 
ted for the award of scholarship 
are: Randhir Singh (Delhi), Yog 
Raj Singh (Haryana) and Kapeel 
Dev (Haryana). 


T he leading heavyweight con- 

tenders, Americans Ken Nor- 
tan and Jimmy Young will meet in 
a 124WttM fi^t in La V^tas on 
Hovember 5, with winner promised 
a title bout with champion Muhaii^ 
mad Ail next year 


A 23-MEMBER Indian teem has 
been provisionally selected to 

S ardcipate in the Af^an Republic 
ay Football Tournament, starting 
in Kabul on luly 17 


ITENYA’s 10,000 metres world 
" record-holder Samson Kimom- 
boo was only third in the 5000 
metres race at the Paaro Narmi 
international athletics meeting in 
Turku, Finland. Franco Fare of 
Italy won in 13 minutes 22 seconds 

A SPORTS-cuni-health centre 
^ to promote physical fitness, 
among up and coming sportsmen 
will be set up from the middle of 
August at the S P College Gym¬ 
khana, Pune 

AN AND AMRITRAJ shocked 
^ Wimbledon star John McEnroe 
in the Hall of Fame Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships, defeating the seventh 
seed &-3, 1-S, M But then Anand 
was defeated in the quarterfinals 
by Rhodesia’s Andrew Pattison. 
Pattison whipped Anand 6-3, 6-1 in 
Newport, Rhode Island 

H UNGARY’S gymnasts have been 
told by their sports organisa¬ 
tion to give up smdeing or face 
being barred trom the national 
team. 

C HINA is sending a full team to 
take part in the first Intcwna- 
tional Youth Weightlifting Cham¬ 
pionships in Manila 


r| IOC QUAX of New Eeafaiid aaf 
a wwld fednrd of 13 mimitH 
12 j 9 seconds for the 5,000 metres 
at Stockholm. 

A frica wiU definitely compote 
in the first World Athletics 
Cup at Ousseidorf in September. 

I^OM WATSON of the United 
^ States, won the British Open 
Gold Championship hy one strolce 
at Turnberry (Scotland), where he 
shot a fourth-round 65 for a total 
of 268. Watson’s total was a record 
for the British Open 

G erman Democratic Republic’s 
Poland* Steuk, 18, set a world 
record for juniors when he tiiraw 
the hammer 75.20 metrea recentiy. 
He improved 2 82 metres on the 
previous mark of Sorgei litrontMr 
(Soviet UniiMi). 

H olland’s Betty stove reversed 
the outcome of the Wimbledon 
women’s final when she beat Vlr- 
Mnia Wade 64 in the World Team 
Tennis all-stsr matchsa at San 
Diego. 

C OMMONWEALTH Ught-heavy- 
wei^ boxing champion Today 
Munbine of Australia retained his 


EDITORIAL * p s 

outcome of the present controversy, the game will 
not be the same again What with the mercenary 
a spyts inexorably creeping in (a sign of the times, 
really), the game will undoubtedly undergo sea- 
changes 

Perhaps the harbinger of the shape of things to 
come was the ‘Thommo’ contract with an Australian 
TV network for 600,000 dollars (Aust). What with 
top-class cricketers, including our own, especial^ 
the older ones [for the younger ones will play for 
their country for free it it comes to that), after 
consideraUe toil and awea^ prolonged absence from 
homes and families as also insecurity coupled with a 
short "life-span” as players, finding themselves gross¬ 
ly underpaid as compared widi top-line athletes of 
imer disciplines (d«pite the fact that they are 
much better off tiian they were 10 years ago) it was 
inevitable that they too should want to better their 
lot, to bop on to the gravy train. 

Tired of being just seen over the years, the 
cricketer has felt the need, out of sheer necessity, to 
be beard. He has not yet begun to shout, but he has 
been meklng it abundantly clear tiiat he will not be 
n mere tool in the hands of die governing bodies 
who make, in many cases, fantastic profits out of the 
Teeta which he makes possible. Is he altogether 
wrong or unjustified, then, in asking for a bigger 
slice of the cake? 

To quote deposed England captain, Tony Greig, 
"Mon^ OSS always been regarded a dirty word in 
English circles. There seems to be a stigma sur- 
roundlni the term and I believe it’s time that was 
otoppbd. 

"It’s all very well to say the game’s the thing 
but nobody can live on sentiment and most cricket¬ 
ers have a wife and family to support and a mort¬ 


gage to pay. . sportsmen are national heroes In 
Australia whereas in England they take second placu 
to actors and pop-stars ” 

To revert to Mallett. "Test cricketers these days 
are virtually professionals but are paid like amateurs 
or at the most semi professionals ” He cites the ex¬ 
ample of his five-week tour of South Africa svith 
Richie Benaud’s International Wanderers for which 
he was paid the equivalent of 2500 dollars (Aust), 
whereas he was paid only 100-odd dollars more for 
a four-month tour of Canada and England with the 
Australia side The problem arises, says Mallett, 
outting his finger on the truth "because you have a 
Situation in vdiich the administrators are amateurs 
and the players professionals or semi-professionals ” 

The two-metre Greig who was stripped of the 
England captaincy bur is wearing that country’s cap, 
along with ‘rebels’ Alan Knott, Derek Underwood 
and new recruit Dennis Amiss (because beating 
Australia has for long seemingly been almost the be- 
all and end all of English cricket), is quick to point 
to the fact that although cricket has become a seven- 
day business in England and is now heavily spon-' 
sored, very little of sponsorship cash finds its stay 
into tile players’ pockets. 

"Many international class players”, soys be, 
"who have been with counties for ol^t to 10 years 
ore stUl earning only about £2500 annual salary from 
tiioir countite. This can hardly bo termed an Incoii- 
tive to continue in cricket ” 

Despite the fact that India Test players are to¬ 
day much bettor paid tiian they were even three 
years ago — in large measure due to concerted, 
united action and the formation of a Players’ Asso¬ 
ciation in the country — the fact remains their 
earnings are still grossly disproportionate in .relation 
til tile large profits which me Board of Contiol foe 
Cricket in India makes from the staging of Tests. - 

to be continued next week 
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BRJEFLY;;:; 


title wiilt a pointc decision over 
Ernie Barr of the Bahamar in Bri¬ 
sbane 


IJ'NGLAND beat Australia by 32 
runs in an under-19 cricket 
international in Arundel. England 
scored 245 for 4 in 45 overs. Aus¬ 
tralia replied wiih 213 for 7. 

^LADIMIR Vashchenko of Rus- 
” sia smashed Dwight Stones’ 
world high jump record in the 
TJ-S. — U.S.S.R. junior athletics 
international in Richmond Virginia. 
Yashch^tko, an 18-year-old student 
from the Kiev Sports Institute, 
jumped a staggering 7 ft 7} ins, 
half an inch higher than the height 
Stones cleared for his record at 
Philadelphia last August. 

n K. KAROOR, the president of 
* • the North Kanara District 
Cricket Association announced re¬ 
cently that Vijay Merchant, the 
veteran Test cricketer and ex. 
chairman of the Indian selection 
committee of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India, has been selec¬ 
ted as ati honorary chief patron of 
the N. K. Di.strict Cricket Associa¬ 
tion. The vast experienc and gui¬ 
dance of Vijay Merchant will great¬ 
ly benefit the District Cricket As¬ 
sociation. 

risHE West Indian Test cricketer. 
^ Keith Boyce announced his re¬ 
tirement from first-class cricker 
because of recurring knee trouble. 

N ational champion and India 
No. 1 Prakash Padukone will 
leave for Indonesia in August for 
a course of advance training. 

rpHE Soviet Union won the First 
^ World Junior Soccer Cup in 
Tunis, after beating Mexico via the 
tie-breaker. The score was 2-2 after 
90 minutes and the Soviet Union 
snatched victory after the tenth 
penalty shot. 

S PORTS enthusiasts may not be 
ready to rank tennis as the 
American pastime, but at White 
House, it’s the game. And while ad- 
miniatration tennis buffs are not 
comparing Jimmy Carter, they say 
the President demonstrates the 
same kind of dogged competitive¬ 
ness on tennis court that he exhi¬ 
bited on the campaign trial. 

N ew Zealand’s John Walker 
ran the fastest mile in the 
world this year and the fourth best 
ever when he clocked 3 mins. 52 
secs, during an international athle¬ 
tics meet in Dublin last week. 




',V, 




Who rules? 

rules Indian football, the 

* ’ AIFF or those two great 
clubs. Mohun Bagan and East Ben¬ 
gal? Once again those two power- 
tul clubs have refused to release 
their players for an all-India camp. 

How can a country raise its 
standard of play unless its top 
players take part in international 
matches? Then again if the best 
players in the country don’t take 
part in foreign tournaments how 
can we expect good results? 

The way the concerned authority 
is handling the non-release of Ben¬ 
gal players it seems like India will 
never participate in an Olympic 
play-off. In defence of the non¬ 
release of Bengal players it is said 
that the Calcutta league will be 
hampered and that it is not worth 
releasing players, for ‘B’ grade in¬ 
ternational tournaments. 

But then can we ever qualify foi 
‘A’ grade tournaments if we fare 
so poorly in die lesser ones. Only 
proper coaching, and lots of ex¬ 
perience of hard international tool- 
ball will get us out of this mess 
and bring back some of our past 
Rlory 

— Pradip Das (Bombay). 

Congrats 

T his year’s Wimbledon belonged 
to two Americans — I8-.vear- 
old John McEnroe and 14-year-old 
Tracy Austin. Both are definitely 
future champions. 

— Shanker Singh (Calcutta). 

C ONGRATS to Bjorn Borg and 
Virginia Wade. While Boig’s 
steadiness and craftsmanship were 
superb. Miss Wade’s win was per¬ 
haps the biggest up.«et of the tour¬ 
nament. 

— S. Choudhury (Calcutta) 

T his year's Wimbledon final was 
gripping and well contested. 
There was so little to choose be¬ 
tween Borg and Connors. What a 
pity one of them had to lose. 

— R. P. Stephen (Calicut). 


■'Two mOrife'"’;' 

I N his statistical column Figures 
are Fun, BBM has missed out 
the names of two Australians who 
have played more than 45 consecu¬ 
tive Tests. They are W. M. Lawry 
47 Tests (First Test Birmingham 
1961 to third Test Binnin^am 
1968) and R. N. Harvey 46 Tesu 
(Fourth Test Leeds 1948 to third 
Tost Calcutta 

— M. Krishnadas (Bombay). 

Over the hill 

A mid all the hue and cry of 
losing for good fast bowlers, 
we have failed -to realise that our 
present batch of spinners will soon 
be over the hill, and that we have 
no young spinners to replace them. 
The necessity of grooming young 
spinners of promise right now has 
to be underlined. The performance 
of Dilip Doshi in English county 
cricket this season should certain¬ 
ly earn him a ber^ to Australia, 
if our selectors are wise enough 
to keep an eye on the future. 

— Rajendra S. Sisodia (Pilani). 

Disappointing 

crtHF. All-India Inter-Univel^.ily 
Sports Board has decided not 
to send a team to the world stu¬ 
dent games. It is very disappoint¬ 
ing. Originally, a small contingent 
of athletes and wrestlers and a 
tennis team was to have participa¬ 
ted in the Universiade, and a 
coaching camp was set up at the 
National Institute of Sports, Pa¬ 
tiala. What is the use of making 
physical education compulsory in 
schools and colleges if our students 
are net allowed to take part in 
international competitions? 

— Jasminder Singh Kullar 
(Amritsar). 

I AM sure most readers will 
agree with Vijay Singh Ra- 
thore’s statement in Mail Bag (SW 
July 3). It is high time some form 
of physical activity was introduced 
in our country for school-going 
children. Given the opportunity, 
they will soon pick up their favou¬ 
rite sport while still at a tender 
age. 

— Sanjai Banerji (Cochin). 

¥ HAVE no words to express my 
happiness at seeing your latest 
issue of World of Cricket. Congra¬ 
tulations. 

— Prasad Joshi (Ahmedabad). 

T he pics and coverage of the 
Jubilee Test in your June 26 
and July 3 issues were superb. 
Looking forward to more such 
issues. 

— Ashok Rajbanshi (Saharanpur). 
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n/ KATEVBS be tbe state of the' 
^ going, whatever be tbe pace 
of tbe race and whatever be the 
aise of the fidd. Squanderer is vir¬ 
tually certalii to follow in the hoof 
marlu of Prince Khartoum and 
Comnunche, both of whom were 
also trained by the Bombay cham¬ 
pion R. R. Byramji, by adding the 
glittering Indian Turf Invitation 
Cui> to his Bangalore Derby and 
Indian Derby victorious, for, by 
any standards, he is the most dis 
Tinguished of the three and i\ 
clearly a cut above his rivals. 

Following his defeat, the only 
one of his career, as the favourite 
in last year's Bangalore Colts Trial 
Stakes Squanderer established him¬ 
self as the best three-year-old in the 
country in the Bangalore Derby, 
proved himself to be tbe top four- 
year-old in Western India by win¬ 
ning the Indian Derby in Bombay 
and then made it abundantly clear 
that he is the ^eatest horse in 
training by convincingly defeating 
the English mare Certainty al¬ 
though he had a rough passage in 
the KWITC Invitation Cup in the 
Bombay course record time of 2 
minutes, 2 4 5 seconds. 

His subsequent victory in the 
Bangalore St. Leger was a mere 
formality but his trouncing by six 
lengths of Kitty Bank at level 
weight when making his first ap¬ 
pearance of the summer and being 
partnered by Vasant Shinde for 
the first time in the 2,200 metres 
Maharaja’s Gold Cup substantiated 
the opinion that there is no horse 
to match him. 

Considering that Kitty Bank, a 
son of Mossy Bear-Queen of Banks 
who is the winner of the Deccan 
Derby in Hyderabad, the Banga¬ 
lore Arc De Triompne and the 
South India Derby in Madras, will 
be his main rival in the 2,400 
metres Invitation Cup and will 
again meet him at level weight, 
one does not have to have more 
than a nodding acquaintance with 
the sport to know where victory 
will lie Squanderer, who is W 
Vaioroso-Mil'ky Way and is now 
the winner of 10 races, the last 
seven in a row, is the property of 
Ranjit V Bhat and 1. S. Mircbaii- 
dani. 

Because Squanderer towers over 
hit opponents tbe race will lack 
spectacle and competition, which 
will be unlike the two previous 
rutmings of this great race in Ban- 
l^lore which had excitement, ten¬ 
sion and surprise endings. 

In 1969, Venu.s de Milo, after 
winning a Class Two race, failed 
badly when carrying 47 kilos in 
tbe Maharaja’s Cup which was won 
by Buck Passer (55 S) by a short 
head from Indian Derby winner 
Our Select (59.5) Rut a fortni^t 
later the filly showed a great trans¬ 
formation by winning the Invita¬ 
tion Cup in a walk, so to say, when 
claiming only a 1.5 kilos sex 



Squanderer 
—a safe 
bet for 
Invitation Cup 

allowance from Buck Passer, who 
was unplaced 

The 1973 rate was much more 
dramatic. Mansoor and Bade Miya, 
The Indian Derby winner and run¬ 
ner-up, respectively, were engaged 
in a stilling battle so iai ahead 



Squanderer with Shindc 
Mtrida 


-of the remainder of the field that 
it seemed victory would tie be¬ 
tween them. A fiedk accident at 
the 200 metre marker, however, 
saw Ernest Alford, who was on 
Bade Miya, tumble out of die sad¬ 
dle as the horse ducked when he 
was trying to prevent him from 
hanging and the rein slipped over 
his head. The riderless Bade Miya 
repeatedly hampered Mansoor and 
as Pandu Khade, who was astride, 
could not ride the gelding out 
Prince Royal shot ahead to a three 
lengths victory! 


It will be a stunning surprise if 
history repeats itself. 

History does have the nasty 
habit of repeating itself and it 
seems to be doing .so in the case 
of Maratha Lancer, the winner of 
tbe Colts Trial and one of the 
better-chance runners for the Ban¬ 
galore Derby The colt is by 
Thundering-Malibu and his sire 
won the Trial in 1971 for the 
Scindias of Gwalior and tiainer 
Major V M Lad lie ivas then rid- 
ren by Duff> and that veiy nigjht 
there was a disagreement between 
the owner and the tider However, 
Duffy did nde Thundering in the 
Derby and he failed badly as the 
favourite 

Richard Alford, who rode Mara¬ 
tha Lancer in the Iriai, i-, reported 
to have also had a disagreement 
with the ownei on the victory 
night and ir is believed that he has 
been sacked With all the top 
riders already engaged the ques¬ 
tion of who will be astride Maratha 
Lancer has still to be answeicd. 

Jockey Smith, who partnered 
Noble Dancer, on whom a fortune 
was wagered and lost in the Trial, 
will do duty on Regal Prince in 
the Derby, and it speak.s much for 
his cunhdence in the ability of his 
mount that he was laigely instru¬ 
mental in getting Karansingh, the 
foremost rider in the country, en¬ 
gaged tor Noble Dancer. As, appa¬ 
rently, there was a fear of a con¬ 
flict of interests. Noble Dancer 
has been removed from the care 
of Chandrasekhar, Who shelters 
Regal Prince 

Ghulam Ahmed, better known 
for his association with cricket, 
who was defeated last year because 
he did not make enough efforts to 
get votes, is back again as the 
chairman and senior Steward of 
the Hyderabad Race Club, which 
will have its first season as a Turf 
Authority (the fifth in the coun¬ 
try) at the end of July F. K. Irani 
h<is been elected to the same posi¬ 
tion in the Mysore Race Club for 
the eighth year in a row which is 
hut right and fitting as it is largely 
throu^ his efforts that Mysore, 
which races under Bangalore Turf 
Club Rules, has grown to its pre- 
,sent stature. 
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^CEAT^ 

The tyre that 
professional drivers 
choose for 
durability and 

dependability. 

Because it*s BORN TOUGH. 


For a decade, truck and taxi drivers 
have preferred Ceat to any other tyre. 
For obvious reasons. It's the most 
carefully built tyre in the country. 
Daslsned for cooler running, longer 
mileage and double retreadability. 

The unigue tread pattern assures 
exceptional road grip, anti-skid and 
Instant4iraking properties, and 
has special 'sipes' to provide that extra 
margin of saf^. Ceat's superior 
technology, relentless research and 


development and master craftsmimship 
give you a tyre that's durable, 
impact-and-abrasion-resistant, strong 
and reliable. For quality that leaves 
no margin of riak—Ceat. 




born tough 












TOPAZ miles ahead in 

Technology & Quality 


TOPAZ pioneered a highly advanced electronic monitoring 
system to guarantee world class quality of each blade wiOi 

Exclusive *Non-Blink Electronic Eye’ 




1st to WIN 

IS: 7371 




That's baeauss wa know what maksa 
a blads suparior Thaaaerat 
according to exports lias In the final 
finishing of tha adgaa. 

TOPAZ Tochnioiana chaek tha quality 
of CHEMICAL COATING day in and 
day out by AUTOMATIC CONTROLS 
which work instantly to maintain 
tha world class quality . tha edges 
are picturlsad 4000 TIMES THE ACTUAL 
SIZE for tha purposall 

Wo started making Uadas twenty 
years ago That's whan wa worked 
out tha ABC of blade technology like 
the FIRE AND ICE process, just as 
you learnt 1 4 - 1 » 2 whan you ware 
five We have come a long way from 
merely grinding stainless steel strips 
into razor bladesi 

Today TOPAZ Technicians not only 
make WORLD CLASS blades, they 
make SOPHISTICATED MACHINES 
that make bladesi What's more 
these mechines are exported to the 
Western world I 

Naturally, wa won tha ISI mark ahead 
of everybody else With us 
technological advancement in blada 
making is a commitment 

We gave India its first stainless steal 
blade at a price our people can afford. 


*M«iiiiiuin Pnet. 

Tubs sitrs 
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IWUTDIIY WARNING: 


CIGAREnE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 


MININ JOINTS BACKACHE 

HMt Action for Quick Roliof 
Gently rub in Sloan a Balm or apply 
the liciutd liniment The powerful 
•nsredients penetrate deep generate 
heat and increase blood circulation 
—to relieve pam fast 

Won't stain dothas 

Unlike most pam balms and . 

liniments Sloan s Balm and Sloan s 
Liniment are non greasy non staining 

Koop always handy 


SPRAINS 




SONNET 

MERELANE 

range of playing cards from 


Parksons 
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SMARAD KOTNIS: 


Packer's show 
will go on 
—so it seems 


HATEVER may be the outcome of the Inter- 
national Cricket Conference meeting in Lon¬ 
don on July 26 and 27, one thing it now certain that 
Kerry Packer's ‘super tests’ will go on in Australia 
this coming season. At the same time there is no 
danger of India’s tour Down Under come November 
being called off. 

The ICC will have no alternative but to ban the 
players participating in Packer’s circus from the 
Warlous member countries. The working committee 
of the Board of Control for Cricket in India which 
met in Bangalore last week recommended this ac¬ 
tion to the ICC. The Test and County Cricket Board 
in England is also believed to have recommended 
similar action against England players Involved in 
the Packer series. The Pakistan Board’s thinking 
runs along similar lines and the Australian Board 
is expected to follow suit. 

Ban or no ban, the 51 cricketers signed on by 
Packer seem to have already made up their minds.' 
They are ready to forego the lure of Test and first- 
class cricket and benefit schemes for hard cash pro¬ 
mised by Packer. Most of them have onl;^ a couple 
of years cricket left with them and their decision 
is understandable in the circumstances. 

That Packer’s series will come through atleast 
this season can be gathered from the preparations 
niag on Down Under. Some of these were revealed 
for the first time in Bombay by Mr. Rm Robinson 
in transit from England to Australia. Says Robin¬ 
son, “the grounds problem has been solved by en¬ 
gaging football fields. Specially prepared grass 
pitches in big concrete boxes are being laid separa¬ 
tely and these will be placed in the centre or the 
football grounds in St^tember when the football 
season ei^s. For this purpose, ground curators-have 
been engaged”. Mr. Robinson also emphasised that 
Packer is angry against the Australian Board be¬ 
cause it has now been revealed that two years ago, 
his bid for exclusive TV commercial rights, though 
the hipest, was not accepted by the Australian 
Board. 

Mr. Robinson feels that despite die loss of 13 
current players, Australia can stul field a good sec¬ 
ond lU against India (See pg. 8). 

'T'HE Indian representatives attending die ICC 
^ meeting riioiud be extra careful and see that 
they do not repeat the mistake made for our tour 
of England in 1974, of agreeing to a restriction on 
on-side fieldsmen to five for the coming tour of 
Australia. One of the main causes of our qiinners’ 
failure on the 1974 tour of England was this restric¬ 
tion. 

Australia have always been in favour of this 
restriction on on-side fielders in home matches in 
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recent years and they will again insist on this while 
drawing up the pla^ng conditions for the Indian 
tour. Our representatives should not succumb this 
time to Australian pressure. They have veto powers 
bdng founder members of the ICC. This is a vital 
issue on which the success of the tour depends. 






Alan Knott (left). Bob Woolmer and Derek Underwood join skipper Mike Brearle} 
for a gla« of the bubbly after England’s victory over Austiaiia at Old Traflord 


Champagne time for Mike 


T HF corks popped and the cham 
pag^e flowed in the England 
di easing room at Old Trafford 
England’s exultation was under 
sundable enough after all they 
have suffered lately 
And the bubbly was presented by 
the Victoria Sporting Club the most 
intoxicating of cricket’s new bene 
factors, especially in celebration of 
Bob Woolmer’s second successive 
Test century 

England’s greatest satisfaction 
was that at last, their old tormen 
tors were on their knees, looking 
as ragged as poor old England has 
ever done 

Australia knew that they had 
blundered by leaving out Len Pas 
coe to play two spinners, Kerry 
O’Keeffe and Ray Bright—a deci 
Sion that left too great a load even 
for the formidable Teff Thomson 
and Max Walker to shoulder 

And as the heads went down, and 
the fielding slumped to such an ex 
tent that even Doug Walters and 
Rod Marsh weie missing chances. 


skipper Greg Chappell suddenly 
discoveied what it feels like to cap 
tain a struggling side 

He looked as immaculate and as 
unruffled as ever (never more so 
that during that superb century in 
the. second innings) but no Ion 
gei quite the colossus he appeared 
when Tommo and Lillee were knoc 
king over the opposition, and he 
had men like his brother Ian and 


by PAT GIBSON 


Redpath to papet the cracks in the 
batting 

The Packet business still clouds 
the horuon, of course, but for the 
moment the signs are strong that 
Mike Brearley could become the 
first Engdend captain to win a home 
Ashes series since Petei May, 21 
years ago 

Despite his own batting failure 
in the first innings, Brearley look 
ed totally relaxed as he assessed 
the situation 


“Our Thames of winn.u were 
stronger than thi e of a di aw ’ 

The strength and the balance of 
his attack, the deve lopnient of Ran 
dall and Woolmer into batsmen of 
real Test quality and Greig’s gnm 
determination to make critics like 
me eat their words, have given him 
a stronger hand than Chappell’s 

And after he masterminded the 
push for victory the captaincy is 
his for the rest of* the summer 

“Naturally the pitch was a bit 
worn” said Brearley But it was 
not as though the top had gone " 
For Australia, Doug Walters, 32* 
yeai old gum-chewing chain-smok¬ 
ing veteran of 6? Tests, came good 
Walters has been reckoned a 
pushover in England His highest 
previous score was 86, his average 
in England only 26, and every 
county captain is setting two gul- 
leys to snap him up 

But Australia never lost faith in 
him He is only one of four to tour 
England tour times and he repaid 
the Southern Cross by wresting 
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Un Uavis is caught behind by, Alan Knott off Chris Old for in Australia*b first 
innings. Davis is still struggling to find his best form and was dropped for the 
first Test. Pics. PATRICK EAGAR 


lontio! in the tiisi innings That 
was after young Australia had dis 
sipated the great advantage of win 
mng the toss and batting first 

Walters dug in and waited An 
hour produced only IS runs as 
Brearley kept I ngland attacking, 
despite losing Chris Old with a 
stomach cramp until tea 

Australia had slumped to 140 foi 
five and England had visions of 
batting before the close when Wal 
tors found a partner of his own 
calibre and tempei ament in Rodnev 
Marsh 

Walters began thumping away 
that smashing squaie drive of his. 
Marsh was willing to hit and soon 
after tea Derek Lndeiwood was on 
England were spiead out and try 
mg to buv wickets 

They had to wait lor 111 minutes 
while Wallers and Marsh, two sum 
burned bush rangers, puked their 
shots for 98 luns 

Waltei s had reached 88, ci acking 
IS boundai les and seemed a 
Sydney bookie’s ceitainty toi his 
first English 100 when he too lost 


patience, diove at Millet and was 
well caught by Greig at cover 

Woolmet scored his second sue 
cessive century against this Austra 
lian side, and his third Test hun 
dt ed The o t h e ■ ton was also 
against Austiaha, at Ihe Oval in 
1975 

It was a superb innings, and 
there is little doubt now that Wool 
met has realiv arrived as a bats 


Greig misses 
benefit 

T ony GRMG will mis< out on a 
Sussex benefit next season 

1 he countys sacked tngland 
skipper has stepped down after 
“amicable and helpful discussions,' 
Sussex set I etai v Stanley Allen said 
last week 

Instead, Sussex vice captain Petei 
Graves will tike a benefit 

Allen added “Ihis has nothing 
to do with the Keiiv Packer cii 
cus 

Greig tectived his Sussex cap 10 
veais ago, two years betoie Giaves 


man of high class and icc cool tern 
perameni 

And he was undoubtedly helped 
by ex England skippei Greig’s do 
mmating peitormance at the other 
end 

He had his moments oi good for 
tune, which he will always need to 
succeed because he is a consistent 
slashci outside the off stump 

This is the only way Greig can 
play — and he would be ill advised 
to change his technique, for it has 
brought him many bonuses during 
hi‘ cintroversial career 

WoolmeV looks more and more 
like Colin Cowdrey at times In the 
same mould as his Kent and Eng 
land pi edecessor he seems to have 
>^0 much time to play his shots 

The Australian batting has posed 
many piobiems Once Gieg Chap 
pell IS out It s as if half the side is 
out And Wallets i^ too inconsistent 
to rely on Ihe youngei ones have 
a lot to learn about batting on Eng 
lisH pitches and till they do that 
the buideii on the skipper’s cap 
able shouldeis is going to inciease 
How he cat Ties that will depend on 
how this senes goes toi Australia 
tiom now on 
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against India? 


F India’s Down Under tour goes 
on. will they play Australia’s 
first or second XI? 


If Greg Chappell and his fellow- 
signatories follow the Pied Packer 
Piper of Sydney T.V. all the way. 
there is likelihood of the Austra¬ 
lian Cricket Board banning them 
from Test cricket. 


ed first-class cridiet in the last few 
seasons. And even at his best, he 
did not quite look Teat class. 

Among the non-signers, Australia 
could field a fairly strong team. 

Opening batsmen: Alan Turner, 
Bruce Laird, Wally Edwards, Paul 
Hibbwt. 


If so, then who will captain Aus¬ 
tralia against India? 

According, to a report in Eng¬ 
land’s 'Daily Mirror’, the former 
Australian player and successful 
Western Australian captain John 
Inverarity sould take over from 
Greg Chappell. 


Middle-order baumcn: Craig Ser¬ 
geant, Gary Cosier, Rob Langer, 
waham Yallop, Martin Kent, rail 
Carlson, David Ogilvie, Peter Too- 
hey, Alan Border. 

Fast bowlers: Wayne Prior, Alan 
Hurst. 


To quote Brian Scovell: “If, as 
seems likely, the Kerry Packer re¬ 
cruits are banned, Inverarity could 
captain Australia.” 

According to a respected former 
NSW player Mr. Saunders, ‘Tnve- 
rarity is one of the best State cap¬ 
tains we’ve had. 1 rate him above 
Ian Chappell.” 

But then Inverarity hat not play¬ 


Medium-pacers: Geoff Dymock, 
Dave Colley, Mark Clews, Geofx 
Attenborough. 


Spinners: Bob Paulsen, David 
Hourn, Malcolm Francke, Jim 
Higgs (Ashli^ Mallett, Terry Jen- 
ner —,if they decide to come out 
of retirement). 

Wicketkeepers: Steve Rixon, 
John Maclean. 

— K. M. MBHER-HOMJI 


^ i ^ :~u. 'it’;' 

DDCA alfoirs 

Revolt in 
the 


capital 

CIMULTANEOUSLY with the 
^ Hot Weather Tournammit, at 
Summer Tournament was bsdng 
conducted in the capital. On the 
face of it there, was nothing re¬ 
markable about the second tourna¬ 
ment. which looked like just one 
among many similar meets held 
during the summer. The Summer 
Tournament was ofiBcially named 
as an “unauthorized” one by the 
Delhi and District Association, and 
all affiliated units, playms and 
umpires were told not to have 
an^hing to do with it. Amidst a . 
plethora of tournaments big and 
small, this was the only one singled 
out for such treatment. 

The reason fm- the special atten¬ 
tion was obvious. The Summer 
Tournament was conducted by the 
Delhi Cricket Clubs Association, 
which was formed a few years back 
specifically to wrest control of the 
game from the official hierarchy 
of the DDCA. By running their 
own tournament, the Clubs Asso¬ 
ciation hoped to attract a sufficient 
number of teams to their fold to 
form a power bloc for use as a 
bargaining counter with the DDCA. 

The scheme barely got Off the 
ground before it was gunned down. 
Though die tournament ran its full 
course, it did not attract any of 
the big teams or the top players, 
and was virtuall^r unnoticed. The 
draw listed an imposing array of 
Sfi teams, but most of them were 
minor, unknown outfits. Of die 
clul» affiliated to the DDCA. IS 
originally agreed to “defect” to the 
Clubs Association, but only seven 
actually did so. And even in thoee 
cases we top-ranking players stay¬ 
ed away from the new venture. 

That is not to say that the parent 
body of Delhi cricket is either liked 
or respected by the rank and file 
members. In fact, almost every 
cricketer and club official secretly 
wished the rebels well. But, as 
psually happens in such cases, a 
combination of official pressure tac¬ 
tics and a natural relutance eo 
stick one’s neck out effectively 
scuttled the revolt. 

The Clubs Association was form¬ 
ed ^ a small group of ftKrmer 
Delhi Ranji Trophy players and a 
few officials, all of whom had 
fallen' out with the DDCA. For 
some years nothing much was done, 
but this summer an old plan to 
start a tournament whidi wotdd 
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fiva eaougti' of an Incentive for 
clubs te leave tha DDCA was re^ 
vivcd/ The brain behind the 
scheme was Akash Lai, the former 
Delhi and Nordi Zone captain and 
a vke^residem of the Clubs Asso¬ 
ciation. Akarii and company even 
managed to get the blessings of 
a Minister in the new Central 
Government, Sikander Bakht. 


When it comes to preserving its 
privlleus and position, the DDCA 
hierardhy can move vdth extra¬ 
ordinary alacrity. No sooner than 
the plans for the new tournament 
were unfolded chan an edict wa.s 
issued from the Ferozeshah Kotla 
banning affiliated units from taking 
part in “unauthorized” tourna¬ 
ments. Many wavering club officials 
and captains were summoned and 
cigoled into staying in the fold 
with promises of membership in 
the DDCA, or of some players be¬ 
ing included in national cotiching 
camps, etc. On the other hand. 
State and national level umpires on 
the DDCA panel were bluntly told 
to stay away from the Summer 
Tournament, and there were even 
allegations that parents of young¬ 
sters were contacted and asked to 
warn their “misguided” wards away 
from the new venture. As for the 
patronage of Sikander Bakht, which 
could have been potentially dan¬ 
gerous, a way to neutralize it was 
found when a meeting was arrang¬ 
ed between the Prime Minister 
and the president of the DDCA. 
who also happens to be the presi¬ 
dent of the Cricket Control Board. 
Utat the same officials had paid 
court to Sanjay Gandhi during the 
Emergency was -conveniently ignor¬ 
ed by all concerned. 


On the face of it, a minor ven¬ 
ture like the Summer Tournament 
organized by a Clubs Association 
should hardly have caused such 
extreme reaction among the offi¬ 
cials of a Test centre, especially 
one where the Board president 
presides. But the fact is ffiat the 
affairs of Delhi cricket are so bla¬ 
tantly, even shamelessly, mismana¬ 
ged that the DDCA is peculiarly 
vulnerable. Hence the hyper-sen¬ 
sitivity. 

Alone among the major cricket 
CMtres of the country, the DDCA 
Umitad is an organization which 
IS not composed of cricket cluba. 

• private body the majority 
of whose members have no connec¬ 
tion with the game. The officials 
m only a hancnul of clubs have 
been granted membership, and it is 
wtually impossible for any cric- 
to aspire for membwship. 
clubs, unlike in other centres, 
thus have no say in the running of 
the Association. 


To make matters worse, that 
private body has for over two de¬ 
cades now been run by members 
of one family, which in essence 
means that Delhi cricket is in ffie 
hands of a small coterie. Ihe evils 




fHf bloomer 


Special to SPORTSWEEK 

/*^LOSE on the heels of the news 
^ item (SW, July tO, 1977) that 
the Indian Olympic Association had 
taken a resolution to the effect that 
the Indian Hockey Federation 
would face disaffiliation if it did 
not mend iu ways, comes another 
shocking news concerning the IHF. 

The accounts of the International 
Hockey Tournament held in Madras 
in January 1976, for which the 


IHF received a grant of Rs. 2.S 
lakhs from the Central Govern- 
mimt, have not been audited by the 
IHP’s chartered accountants, but 
by an outsider. 

The IHF treasurer has refuted to 
accept the same and the (diartared 
accountant’s note of objection run¬ 
ning into six pages, which has been 
lying with the IHF president for 
the last three mimths, has remain-- 
ed unanswered. 


which this state of affairs can lead 
to can be easily inmgined. Clubs, 
players and umpires all exist on 
sufferance, and it is a brave man 
who speaks out of turn. 

Some have tried over the years. 
Incensed by the foisting of Pataudi 
as the Delhi captain after Manmo- 
han Sood’s name had already been 
announced, seven State players re¬ 
signed from the team way back in 
the ’60s. Very soon, Pataudi him¬ 
self left Delhi in disgust after con¬ 
tinuous squabbles with the offi¬ 
cials. And hardly a Test match 
passes without some reference be¬ 
ing made to the primitive condi¬ 
tions at the Ferozeshah Kmla, 
which has been described as pro¬ 
bably the worst Test centre in the 
world. And only this year, on the 
eve of his departure for England, 
Bishen Singh Bedi gave a televi¬ 
sion interview during which, in the 
presence of the Board president, 
he lambasted the DDCA as a place 
which has no cricketing atmos^ere 
whatsoever. Bedi himself is not a 
member of the DDCA, and he 
knows that it would be extremely 
unlikely that any appllimtion 1^ 
him would be entertained. In 


fact, there have been at least two 
cases where former State players 
have resorted to the subterfuge of 
shuffling their initials and giving 
their business addresses to get in 
by the back door, as it were. 

But all this has moved the DDCA 
not one bit. The hold of the offi¬ 
cials on the organization is impreg¬ 
nable, thanks to the systematic 
screening of members over the 
years. Only pressure from outsit 
could have effected reforms, but 
understandably the Cricket Control 
Board would not find it a pleasant 
task to interfere with the affairs of 
a constituent unit 

Akash Lai and company thus bit 
off more than they could chew. 
Without centrally-located grounds 
or proper officials to run the show, 
the Summer Tournament did not 
hold out any incentives for most of 
the clubs to break away from the 
DDCA fold. 

But if the clubs can join hands 
at some future date, the DDCA will 
be hard put to keep control of the 
ume in the capital. However one 
feels that that day is a long way off. 
Meantriiile, the caucus rule coa- 
tinues. 



Veteran Australian cricket writer Ray Robinson stopped 
over in Bombay on ^ way back home from England where 
he rMe^ed the Endish Cricket Society’s literary award for 
‘®« Top Umler’. In Bombay he addressed 

cricket w^nrs and flayers at the Wankbeda Sfadium. Seen 
wkh him are K, N. Prabhu and Ajit Wadekar 
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VNDIA finished fifth in the Asian 
* Amateur Golf Championships in 
Kuala Lumpur. Favourites Taiwan 
captured the Nomura Trophy for 
the ten-nation tournament. The 
Philippines were second, Malaysia 
third and Japan fourth. 

G loucestershire beat Kent 

by 64 runs to win the final of 
the Benson and Hedges Cricket Cup 
at Lord’s last week. 

H eavyweight boxing cham¬ 
pion Muhammad AJi tried his 
hand at a new game last week — 
darts — and beat the world cham¬ 
pion, Alan Evans, 11-3, in South 
Shielts, USA. 

HE venue of the annual general 
meeting of the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India has been 
shifted to Hyderabad from Delhi. 
The meeting will be held on Sep¬ 
tember 10 and 11. 

T he Working Committee of the 
Cricket Control Board held at 
Bangalore on July 15, decided to 


give green signal to a scheme pro¬ 
posed by SPORTSWEEK to spot 
last bowlers in the country. The 
financial implications of the scheme 
would be borne by SPORTSWEEK. 

•yiHE Jockeys Association of In- 
dia has urged the Turf authori¬ 
ties to increase the fees of the joc¬ 
keys per mount from Rs. 75 to Rs. 
100 on a uniform pattern. 

npHE Andhra Pradesh Olympic 
* Association (APOA) has con¬ 
firmed its decision to hold the Na¬ 
tional Games for this year from 
December 25, 1977. The Indian 
Hockey Federation and the All- 
India Football Federation, how¬ 
ever, have backed out of the Natio¬ 
nal Games. . 


HE Rovers Cup Football Tour¬ 
nament will be held in Bombay 
during October 1977. The National 
Football Championships will be 
held in Calcutta in January 1978. 


Volleyball 

Towards a 


•^HERE are signs that the voMey- 
^ ball tangle will be solved soon 
and an unified national federation 
is likely for the game. Representa¬ 
tives of ten important State Asso¬ 
ciation are getting together in 
Madras on July 23 and 24 to find a 
solution to the deadlock that has 
affected the game and the players 
for long. 

The initiative to arrange this 
conclave came from K. Murugan, 
joint secretary of the VolleyMll 
Federation of India headed by M. 
R. Krishna. He deserves everyone’s 
praise for showing genuine interest 
in the game and for sparing ,410 
efforts to sec that a speedy solu¬ 
tion to the impasse is reached. 

Realising that nothing much 
could be achieved in a get-together 
onljr of the_ representatives of asso¬ 
ciations affiliated to his federation, 
he has invited a couple of leading 
lights of the B. P. Tripathy group 
— R. K. Sud and Rajkumar. 

Since the pre.sence of either M. 
R Krishna or Tripathy at such a 
meet might not be conducive to 
free and frank talks between the 
different officials, the two are not 
expected to take part in this get- 
together. 

To reach a consensus of opinion, 
a questionnaire ha.s been issued to 


settlement 

the participants. The questions ask¬ 
ed are; 

1. Do you want to have one 
Volleyball Federation of India or 
you wish to continue as at present? 

2. Do you wish to have a com¬ 
promise or fresh election? 

3. What is your suggestion for a 
compromise? 

4. What is your basic criteria 
(sic) in case of an election? 

5. If one group does nor agree 
to your proposal what will be your 
suggestion? * 

6. Do you wish the lOA or Edu¬ 
cation Ministry to intervene in 
case of an election? 

7. What will be your final deci¬ 
sion (sic) for the promotion of the 
game? 

Since officials of both sides are 
keen that the deadlock should not 
continue as it has done enough 
damage to the game in the coun¬ 
try, they appear to be anxious and 
hopeful of resolving the issue. The 
question of leadership—who should 
be the president — has been push¬ 
ed to the background. 

The first point is to .see that fac¬ 
tion fighs give place to a sense of 
understanding and co-operation be¬ 
tween officials and to evolve me¬ 
thods to be followed in bringing 
about an unified federation. 

— SW Correspondent 


* ’ ^ '-v 

T he Educatibo Miidatry ha* liftr 
posed a bbudeet ban ot* gE 
tours sponsored by the NAtfafual 
Rifle Association of India, until it 
amends its constitution in respect 
of the individual memberdih? 
clause. 

fHE working committee of the 
Cricket Control Board decided 
to move a resolution at die ICC 
meeting scheduled for July 26 and 
27 in London to debar any player 
from official Test, first-class or any 
other match, if he participated in 
any unauthorised match or a 
‘series’. 

pgORTABLE wickets are being 
^ prepared in Australia for inter¬ 
national cricket matches to be 
staged by Kerry Packer next sea¬ 
son. The wickets will be grown in 
large concrete boxes which can be 
set into the surfaces of grounds 
that have no turf vricket facilities. 


Ashok in 

A SHOK KUMAR is to join the 
^ training camp, now being held 
in Patiala in preparation for the 
World Cup Hockey Championship 
to be held in Argentina in March' 
next year. 


A. M. RAMASWAMY, presi- 
deni of the Indian Hockey 
Federation told in Madras, that ta¬ 
king into consideration Ashok Ku¬ 
mar's grand display in the Aga 
Khan Gold Cup Tournament at 
Bombay he was being asked to join 
the camp immediately. 

A WEST German schools team is 
^ expected to participate in this 
year’s Junior Nehru Memorial Hoc¬ 
key Tournament which will be held 
from November 1 to 14 according 
to Shiv Kumar V e r m a, secre¬ 
tary of the organising committee 
of the tournament. 

'nElGNINC world champion 
James Hunt, of Britain won the 
British motor-racing Grand Prix 
at Silverstone. 

rjpOP seeded Gajendra Singh, of 
^ Delhi, won the 20th Rajasthan 
Open Squash Championship defeat¬ 
ing Narjit Singh (Delhi) in a well 
contested match 4-9, 94, 9-6. 

npHE Haryana Government has 
reversed the decision of the 
previous Bansi Lai government to 
close down the Haryana Agricultu¬ 
ral University’s College of Sports 
at Hissar. 

XjsSSEX cashed in on four rain- 
^ ruined matches to jump to the 
top of the English Sunday League 
Cricket table when they beat Sus¬ 
sex by eight wickets at Chelmsford. 


W 
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lire drawn by the spirit of competition. He feels that 
the International cricket ’circus* will not hold inte¬ 
rest for long. 

As stated earlier, if the pnesent stalemate con¬ 
tinues, where will the replenishments come from for 
Packer's series at the expiry of the initial three-year 
contract, especially with most of those contacted 
close to career's end^ Packer’s plan has no provision 
whatsoever for nurturing and promoting the game 
at the lower levels which throw up the stars of to¬ 
morrow. In Australian tennis, for instance, many of 
the basis structures for young players has been 
damaged by professionalism, draining Australia of 
its champions, leaving that peat tennis nation of the 
recent past a non-entity which has not produced a 
young champiop since John Newcombe. 

Also, if no way ir, found out of the present dead¬ 
lock, Packer may find himself hard-pressed to make 
available for the series sufficient pounds of Test 
quality. It is a well-known fact that Packer has anti¬ 
cipated problems on this score as well and acquired 
pounds — some used for cricket, some for Austra¬ 
lian football — like the Wagville Showgrand in 
Adelaide with seating capacities upto 100,000 as al 
ternate venues for five-day Tests, a three-day first- 
class fixture and a one-day international if the ABC 
does not co-operate. 


Besides, 'Test wickets cannot be prepared over- 
ni^t, even with the services of the best of grounds¬ 
men. And the standard of fielding will probably be 
Bjfected for outside the main arenas, most of the 
Australian grounds are quite bumpy. 


camel 



It wotdd appieMr fbat the kem-Hti' ' 

df a closed citxuit. of players constmtly appearing : 
In matches without atoy real spirit of tiafionu com- " 
petition. The sporting scene today Is one of fierce 
competition for attention. 

But the attraction of seeing the world’s best 
cricketers in action together is not to be underesti¬ 
mated. It will probably ensure that the Tests and 
the one-day matches will have appeal but not tha 
round-robin series between a composite group of 
three teams. 


With the future add shape of the 'Super Series’ 
in a state of flux, it would be foolhardly to hasard 
a guess but as things stand today and all things 
being equal, the series will probably succeed in 
first year because of the novelty value. The two 
years following as opined by World of Cricket 
Monthly will be severe testing time. 

We are in full agreement with the players’ de¬ 
mands for pay increases and more benefits but find 
it difficult to support the present concept of cricket 
even while conceding the point that one must, of 
necessity, change with the times. 


Unfortunate 


Unfortunately, the Packer affair has split the 
cricketing world. Tiiere has been, alas, a great deal 
of mud-slinging, and time nd energy which should 
have been devoted to the future of the game and the 
players has been wasted on this project. 

In the words of Bob Simpson, “While not, at this 
stage, having the players, the Australian Board still 
appears to be in a position of strength. They have 
the grounds and the long-term future of the game. 

“They may well suffer in the short term, but 
with sensible planning and more forward thinking, 
can still retain control of cricket. What is essen¬ 
tial, however, is that there should be no shows of 
strength for power's sake alone. The players have 
made a decision. Whether they are right or wrong, 
time will tell. It Is their decision, and while many 
will cry ‘disloyalty’ they made it believing they had 
been wronged. . . 

“The Board now face.s its greatest challenge. 
What it decides with other controlling bodies around 
the world dictates the future of the game. Their 
thinking mu.st not ba short-term only, but consruc- 
tive, so that this peat game which so many love can 
continue to flourish.” 

And, we would like to add: Commonsense and a 
spirit of co-operation and accommodation must pre¬ 
vail on all su.'c:: ii trder to prevent the driving of a 
nail on the coffin cricket and for preserving 

r>er Beauty and M. 

(Extracts and qu<.,... from “World of 
Cricket" Monthly). 



12 


SPCWTSWEEK, July 24, 1977 


WimUedoiu 


Tale with a fairy^s touch 



E verybody said that there was 
a fairy-tale quality about the 
Centenary Wimbledon, which made 
it different from other Wimbledons 
and indeed there was! For ten¬ 
nis lovers the fortnight was an un- 
fori^table, soul-stirring experi¬ 
ence. 

The opening ceremony, vidie'n 41 
past champions were hmumred with 
commemorative medals, touching 
and nostalgic, set the stage for the 
fortnight. In a stirring climax Borg 
the well-behaved good reigning 
king, kept hi.s crown from the brash 
rebel, Connors, who thumbed his 
nose.at the rich and treasured tra¬ 
ditions of the court. 

No Hollywood director could 
have produced a more thrilling 
suspense packed match. After the 
first set it seemed th.-tt Connors 
would be loo severe tor the Swede. 
Then, Borg hitting deeper and ser¬ 
ving better, reeled off eight games 
in a row to capture the second and 
third sets and looked a winner all 
over. 

Connors won back the initiative 
by winning the fourth set, only to 
see Borg reel off the first four 
games of the final set and entrench 
himself in a seemingly impregnable 
position. Connors, with his hack to 
the wall, produced yet another 
salvo of destructive shots, saved 
two points which would have given 
Borg a 5-0 lead, broke Borg’s ser¬ 
vice twice to level the score at 4 
games wtih his service to follow. 

Connor.s seemed poised for 'the 
final thrust, but a double fault and 
two good double-handed passing 
Shots by Borg and a missed volley 
lost Connors his service game. Borg 
made no mistake with his serve at 
5 4 to keep the crown. 

What set this match apart from 
other great finals was the way in 
which the initiative changed hands 
and the tremendous ^ound stroke 
strength of the two finalists which 
resulted in many long baseline ral¬ 
lies. The two superstars hit the ball 
as hard as humanly possible. Fre¬ 
quently, they produced winners 
from seemingly hopeless positions. 

Connors’ narrow defeat could 
well be due to the fact that this 
brash young champion succumbed 
to the hostile pressures’’ he had 
created by his behaviour. The 
Wimbledon crowd ‘booed’ him after 
he did not bother to attend the 
opening ceremony when commemo¬ 
rative medals were presented to 
past champions. Such an atmos¬ 
phere makes winning inqterative 
and defeat unbearable. It certainly 


showed in Connors sad and drawn 
face after the final. 

Borg, now twice consecutively a 
Wimbledon winner in a fibrcely 
competitive era, is a ^reat cham- 
pitm. But Connors has the greater 
weight and penetration of shot and 
would probably win more matches 
than Borg over a series of matches. 

Amongst the galaxy of new male 
stars, none shone brighter than the 
18-year-oId McEnrbe and the flam¬ 
boyant 21-year-old Gerulaitis, both 
from New York. 

McEnroe’s j^enomenal proness 
in the tournament sounds like a 
fairy talc. He progressed from the 
tension-packed quicksands of the 
qualifying rounds, to the Himala¬ 
yan heights of the semi-final round 
where he lost in four sets to top- 
seeded Jimmy Connors. Stocky, 
left-handed McEnroe, has a smooth 
game with a beautiful touch — 


by NARESH KUMAR 

there are shades of Laver in his 
game, but a fiery Irish temper 
could be his undoing. 

Vitas Gerulaitis’ semi-final en¬ 
counter against Borg was perhaps 
the best match of the tournament. 
Gerulaitis i.s right-handed, very 
quick and with lightning reflexes. 
His orthodox groundshots are hit 
with a short foackswing and he 
plays the big points with the flair 
of a champion. He lost very nar¬ 
rowly to Borg and will certainly be 
a force to reckon with in world 
tennis this season. 

The three significant trends in 
the men’s events were the break¬ 
through to the top of the younger 
players, all in their early twenties, 
the wealth and domination of ten¬ 
nis by American talent and the 
great decline in Australian stan¬ 
dards. 

The Na.stase incidents were most 
regrettable. When a player needs 
a police escort to return to the 
changing rooms after his match, 
like Nastase did, and that too with 
a model, well-behaved crowd like 
one has at Wimbledon it is hi|d> 
time to take action. The Wimble¬ 
don authorities rightly took Nas¬ 
tase to task in his match against 
Borg. Complaining and whining 
like a puppy, he left the Centre 
Court — an ageing genuis in dis¬ 
grace. 

In the ladies’ singles, Virginia 
Wade added to the Jubilee celebra¬ 
tions when she beat Betty Stove of 
the Netherlands in the finals. 
Wade’s semi-linal against the dou- 

overleaf 



Bjorn Borg ... a neat 
champion — CIT 
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IMiBnnted^" seifiniiigly iorfocible, , braces an her tpetl^) iaile' —« lb« 
Chris Evert wu the best ladies ■ crown princess of the tennis werld. 


match of the tournament. In a tac¬ 
tically brilliant match she exposed 
'Evert’s weakness on the low ball 
oft her double-handed flank, her 
indecisive volleying and weak serve 
— all weighty factors in grass 
court play. 

This is no mean achievement as 
it required a high level of consis¬ 
tency at a speed the fair sex are 
ttnable to maintain. But by far the 
most admirable quality about Miss 
'Wade’s victory was the great re¬ 
solve and dedication with which 
she overcame the demoralising, 
heart-breaking defeats in her ear¬ 
lier Wimbledons. At .)! this was a 
truly great effort. 

Unlike the men all eight ladies 
seeds kept their appointments with 
each other in the quarter-finals. 
The earlier rounds produced no¬ 
thing to enthuse about, with one 
exception — the 14-year-old wonder 
girl ficm the US, Tracy Austin, the 
youngest girl ever to be accepted 
to piby in the ladies singles at 
Wimbledon. The Wimbledon autho¬ 
rities were forced to accept her 
due to her fantastic record. 

This right-handed slip of a girl, 
with a deadly double-handed back¬ 
hand .rallied in her third round 
match on the Centre Court with 
Chris Evert like a veteran. Though 
Tracy lost 6-1, 6-1 all the games 
were close and the points well con¬ 
tested. The spectators rave her a 
standing ovation after her match. 
She walked off, in her pigtails, 
beaming her ‘metallic’ (she wears 


The junior events, the boys and 
the girls, produced all finalists from 
the US. What’s more the winners 
cf both were unseeded Americans 
who defeated their seeded fellow 
Americans. Such is the depth of 
American talent. 

It .was sad to see Vijay Amritraj. 
His heavily bandaged elbow where 
he had developed a painful lump 
clearly affected his play and unless 
Vijay can once and for all take 
Care of his physical ailments, we 
can forget about him making any 
impact in world tennis. Vijay told 
me after his loss to Pilic in the 
second round thgt he was giving up 
playing with a steel racket and re¬ 
verting to a wooden frame anS 
though it would take him three to 
four weeks to adjust his game he 
was determined to go through with 
it. 

Anand Amritraj played a lovely 
match against the 13th seeded Phil 
Dent and was unlucky to lose. He is 
.a consistent player, with a keen 
competitive spirit but lacks the 
touch of class- his brother Vijay 
has. Shashi Menon was below par 
in his first round loss to Domin- 
geuz of France but partnered with 
Delaney of the US made up for it 
by chalking up a superb victory in 
the first round of the men’s doubles 
by defeating the top seeds Gott- 
freid and Ramirez. In the second 
round Menon and Delaney were 
put out by two giant big serving 



Amarkam, Amigm 6^ aad .■ 

S’S". 


In the junior events Remah iEri>. 
shnan lost in the tliini round to 
the fifth-seeded junior Fsneutt ctf' 
Australia. In a closely fought mntdh . 
Fancutt’s ability to scramble ba^ 
a few vital points was the iierfoef 
margin of defeat. But Ramesh lOse 
his father has beautiful solid 
ground shou and with poUsh and 
experience could well be die lone 
ray of hope for Indian tennit. Ki^ 
shnan has taken him to the US 
where Ramesh will receive coecli- 
ing from Har^ Hopmen and pairti- 
cipate in junior tournaments. 


These were the happenings of 
this fairy tale Centenarv WimUe- 
don. The champions of the past 
went back to the pages of lawn ten¬ 
nis history, the Centre Court cheers 
having brought back a rehreshlttg 
and lost slice of the past. 'Qie ctw- 
rent ‘King’ and ‘Queen’ secure in 
their glory till another June, and 
a group of youn^i stars determined 
to return and, fight for the magic 
crown of Wimbledon, dte wonder¬ 
land of the world of lawn tennis. 


A youth 
take-over? 

lU AS youth taken over men’s ten- 
nis, or was the Centenary 
Wimbledon just a frealc year? 

Bjorn Borg, 21, having beaten 
Jimmy Connors and retained his 
title said: “1 don’t think Jimmy and 
I can dominate the game. The com¬ 
petition is so hot and there are so 
many good players around. But at 
the moment, we are more consis¬ 
tent than the others.” 

Borg was not pointing just to the 
established stars but also to the 
younger set who are rapidly ma¬ 
king their mark. For the explosion 
of the game in the US is bringing 
more and more young men firom 
the colleges into professional ten¬ 
nis. 

This year’s average age of the 
four semi-finalists Borg, Connors, 
Vitas Gerulaitis and John McEnore, 
at 18 the youngest man ever to 
reach that stage, was 21. 

The average age of the last eight 
which included lie Nastase, 30, and 
Australian Phil Dent, 27, was 23. 
Last year it was 24. 

Nowhere in the records can. I' 
find a last eight as young as they 
have been these past two years. 

Young champions are not uncon- 
mon. Frenchman Rene Lacoste was 
20 when he won in 1925. Lew Hood 
was 21 when he captured his first 
title in 19^ and Rod Laver was 
22 when h^won the first of hU four 
siiq^es titles. 

But most men become champions 
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ndiMwmMlei, like Fred 
d Sum Smitti, whe 


ia UMlr 
Fem end 
2S. SWIM bave evea won it in their 
tklrtieB, like Jero^v Drobny (33) 
aad Arthur AAe, a few days short 
of his 32nd birdiday. 

Inhere are several reasons why 
is now in the ascendancy— 
. enthusiasm and die fact that 
I of die older stars play so 
sMsch that when Wimbledon comes 
around they are partially burned 
up. 


Before approaching Wimbledon, 
Roacoe Tahner said: ‘1 will have 
three weeks’ rest and dien play a 
couple of grass court tournaments.” 


In fact he had two weeks off and 
then lost to little known players at 
Nottingham and Queen’s Club. He 
was beaten in the first round at 
Wimbledon by Britain’s John 
Lloyd 

Tanner had played moie than 30 
tournamenu in the previous 12 
months. So had Brian (Sottfried, 
Raul Ramirez and the Pole, Wojtek 
Fibak, while Guillermo Vilas and 
Dick Stockton were not far Ixdiind 
None survived the first week 

On the other hand Borg had 
played only 13, Connors 17 and 
(Seralaitis 14, thus maintaining 
their freshness 


In 1970, Rod Laver played only 
11 tournaments and won six of 
them. 

His wife, Mary, once put h this 
way: “The worst thing that can 
happen to a tennis player is to 
lose his zest for the nme And diat 
is rather common. They get tired 


1 n ’ , ■ «' iri , 

frf plajilac so much' and of die 
ttwvtilllngT' 

No one can say that, of this 
year’s last eight, Borg, Connors, 
Gerulaitis, McEnroe, Billy Martin 


/; SI •'li 

(20) or BFron Sert^ <24J lidked < 
seat All these sigier-fit players 
were tuned to last the pare'and 
eager for the tiidit- 

— ROY McKELVlE 



Vitas Gerulaitis . . . tennis all the way 


champ of tomorrow 


Gerulaitis 


'C'RED PFRRY, the last man to 
^ win Wimbledon three years 
running, does not think his feat is 
under real threat from Bjorn Borg, 
who took his second title in the 
Centenary final against Jimmy Con 
nors. 

"1 know next year is a long way 
off, but already I’m taking Vitas 
Gerulaitis for the title,” says 
Perry. “That guy is tennis all the 
way dirou^, and he will make a 
fantastic bid next year. 

“Borg only Just squeezed by him 
this time — and I think he will 
tad Gerulaitis is the man he has 
to beat next year.” 

Borg can tfilnk of nothing now 
but a Wimbl^on triple. “I’m al¬ 
ready thinking about it and plan¬ 
ning in my nund what to do next 
year Winwledon will be my main 
ata in 1978—it’s a good idea to set 
tfiat as a target now,” be says. 

Borg, 21, returns to the Ameri¬ 
can team tennis league, and will 
nat play in another tournament be¬ 


fore the US Championsliips at 
Forest Hills, New York, on August 
31, where he and Connors will 
again be seeded to contest the 
final 

To prepare for these champion¬ 
ships, the last to be played in this 
famops stadium, Borg will go to 
the private court which Gerulaitis 
has built in his back garden. The 
surface is identical to Forest Hills. 

Orulaitis, who fell to Borg in 
five sets in the Wimbledon semi¬ 
finals, spent X hours in practice 
wifii the Swede in the week before 
Wimbledon. They hope the same 
fiH-muIa will help them bcth tor the 
U.S Championships. 

The deflated Connors, who has 
lost in two out of diree Wimbledon 
finals in die space of four years, 
returns to tournament play in 
Texas, but can think only of a re- 
meeting with Borg in New 

Connors tried to play down the 
value of Wimbledon, saying Forest 


Hills, his national champion^ip, 
meant much more to him. But he 
was bitterly dejected after giving 
so much in the final and being 
caught by one bad game at die 
climax 

He will try again next year be¬ 
cause his competitive spirit tells 
him to try again. And, at 24, he 
cannot be written off. But Borg 
now thinks he has the measure of 
him, and that he ouMit to be rank¬ 
ed No. 1 in the world this year for 
the first time 

Virginia Wade, the first British 
winner at Wimbiraon since 19^. is 
32 — but is not contemplating re¬ 
tirement. She is playing team ten¬ 
nis until the U.S. Championships. 

Mias Wade and Borg made ideal 
champions in WimblMon’s Cen¬ 
tenary year—the one for her surge 
in response to a patriotic audience 
and her own belief, the other be¬ 
cause of the icy way he now plays 
major matches. Both deserved, 
fully, their titles. 

— BARRY NEWCOMBE 
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Cricket notes- 

The hour 


'E'OR all its determination, how 
” exactly potent Test cricket is to 
fight the threat of the Packer circus 
will be known when members of 
the Test playing countries meet 
this week in their respective coun¬ 
tries to decide on what action they 
will take against those who have 
crossed over to Packer’s camp. 
Their r^resentatives will convey 
the decisions when they go to Lon¬ 
don for the International Cricket 
Conference on July 26 and 27. The 
ICC then will take what will be 
cricket’s biggest decision. 

To ban the players concerned 
from first-class cricket anywhere on 
earth, is the plain solution, if it is 
legally possible. 

The English Test and County 
Cricket Board, which rules Eng¬ 
lish cricket, seems to have its 
hands strengthened by its counties 
which are inclined to take the 
strongest action those to put Pac¬ 
ker before country. Counties, it is 
felt, can also twist the players’ 
arms in future by making them 
wait longer for their benefits. T^e 
current period is about ten years’ 
service for the top players. So 
Knott, Underwood, and Amis.s who 
have years of cricket ahead of 
them, have already vast tax-free 
benefits slowed away and so are' 
under fire from their fans when 
they join the gold rush. Tony Greig 
is to take a benefit next season if 
he has not already settled in Aus¬ 
tralia before then. 

' In South Africa Eddie Barlow is 
due a benefit from Western Pro¬ 
vince. But now that he has signed 
for Packer the benefit is jeopar¬ 
dised. Fw. South Africa, for all 
its isolation from Test cricket, will 
not sway from the ICC line of ac¬ 
tion. The South African Board is 
seeking re-entry to the ICC’ this 
year now that it feels it has met 
some of its conditions for mixed 
racial cricket. So it will not do 
anything that may spoil the chan¬ 
ces of a favourable vote. If South 
Africa decides to ban its five play¬ 
ers, Barlow and Co. will have no¬ 
where to go. 

The South African issue will also 
put a lot of pressure on West In¬ 
dies fast bowler Michael Holding. 
His jammean Government has sta¬ 
ted It will not allow into its land 
any player who’s played in South 
Africa. So Holding, who will play 
alongside South Africans in Ute 
Packer series, has a tough decision 
to make. Right now Holding is not 
inclined to sacrifice the interests 
of West Indies cricket before Pac¬ 
ker and so he looks a non-starter 
at the momeiir. What will the West 
Indies Board do in respect of the 


of decision 


others, practically the entire team 
which has signed? With the ties of 
West Indies cricket already under 
severe pressure it appears unlikely 
that they will take as drastic ac¬ 
tion as the other ebuntries. Then it 
may fall to the West Indies public 
to apply the pressure on the play¬ 
ers. 

The onus is equally heavy on the 
Australian people to discourage 
Packer if they want Test cricket to 
survive. As John Arlott says: “It is 
hard to believe that the fierce tide 
of Australian nationalism can be 
channeled away from its chosen 
national team into supporting Pac¬ 
ker’s channel 9”. Lack of reactions 
for Australian -Board officials led 
to mischievous speculation that 
some of the Board officials were 
discreetly hand in hand with Pac¬ 
ker. But now our Board president, 
R. P. Mehra, tblls us that at the 
recent ICC meeting Australian offi¬ 
cials told him they had strength to 
pick two or three good Australian 
Test elevens and had tcld him not 
to underestimate them and send the 
best Indian team. So Australia is 
set to join the battle now that Pac¬ 
ker has called war. 

The flux in Pakistan’s political 
situation may affect the tour Paki- 


K ERRY’S CIRCUS, Packer’s Pac¬ 
kage, Chappell’s Sideshow. Call 
it what you will but the Austra¬ 
lian television magnate’s grandiose 
plan for a super test secies in Aus¬ 
tralia over the next three seasons 
has certainly caused shockwaves 
to reverberate throughout the cric¬ 
keting world. 

If the reaction from the Carib¬ 
bean has been somewhat more 
muted than it has been in England 
and Pakistan, for instance, it is 
only because the West Indies Cric¬ 
ket Board of Control appears un¬ 
certain as to the exact nature of 
the “threat” Packer’s scheme is 
supposed to hold for the structure 
of Test cricket. 

As it so happened, news of the 
super Test series brt^e only a few 
days before the West Indies Board 
held its annual general meeting in 
Port of Spain. It was one of the 
many items on the agenda but, in 
the end, there was no revelation 
as to what was discussed—far less 
that miidit have been decided. The 
Board apparently chose to keep 
its cards close to its chest and only 
show its hand at the Internationa] 





stgnis who have aigned. 
it was Bhutto’s intarveotion tluK 
had ^ Mushtaq and Co. their pay 
rise for the West Indies tow, wnaa . 
Kardar and die entire Board w«s. 
dissolved. Now that ^utto faimeidf 
is out, Pakistan) cricketers may be 
without a shoulder to rest on tmen 
there’s a showdown. The govemh 
ment is unlikely to relent on the 
uestion of participation alongside 
outh Africans for this tour tboui^ 
it ignores their doing so in EngUsh 
county cricket. Younis Ahmed field 
several squash players know hoW 
serious the Pakistan government is 
on the issue. Their employers may 
also put pressure on die cricketers, 
Maiid and Imran will have to quit 
their jobs with PIA if they join 
Packer while Asif has been cleared 
by his bank. 

Only the Indian and New Zealand 
Boards have been spared the hard 
decision-making at this juncture. If 
would be better if the Indian Board 
when it meets on July 14, went a 
step further by improving the play¬ 
ers' terms lo keep them from, ac¬ 
cepting Packer’s tempting offer. 
Three of them are reported to have 
turned down Packer. The Board 
right now ha-s a nice rapport with 
the players’ rtmresentatives in 
chalking out future plans. One 
hopes the good relations are bet¬ 
tered by better sense of give and 
take,^ 


Cricket Conference meeting on the 
subject. 

Even so, (l;e xieivs , .teveral 
individual ofiiciais were made 
known outside the meeting. Board 
president Jeffrey l^tolltneycr said 
he had no quarre] with cricketers 
who seek the best possible finan¬ 
cial rewards tor their services— 
particularly as their careers tend 
to be short. 

Yet he did not think the “exhibi- 
ticn” matches planned by the Pac¬ 
ker entourage would attract either 
the interest or the gates Tests do. 
Spectators thrive on the needle of. 
Test cricket, he said. 

As far as any commitments the 
Australian Board had — such as 
those to host India from November 
to January and to visit the West 
Indies from February to Aprils- 
Stollmeyer “did not concave” it 
turning its back on them. 

Guyana Cricket Board president 
Berkeley Gaskin said if the four 
West Indians involved -7 Clivn 
Lloyd. Vivian Richards Andy 
Roberts and Michael Holding—4ied 
committed themselves to Paoter In ; 
a manner which would deny die 
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follow ‘em 
with BBH 


WMt Indies tiudr services, the 
■oerd should “take the most seri- 
Me View end deny them anirovel”. 
Ttw question was wheoier the 
Board had any jurisdictiem to pre- 
VWlt the players signing the coa> 
tracts. The answer was, surely, a 
negative one. 

“In my view, the individual 
should not just jump at the grea¬ 
test amount of money,” Gaskin 
aaid. “It is a very tantalising offer 
and no Board would be ahie to 
compete. But I still feel the player 
at national or international level 
should still have that little some¬ 
thing called national pride”. 

But; Holding told the press, it 
was this feeling of national pride 
which had been uppmmost in his 
mind when he sign^ for Packer. 
So much so that his contract was 
such that he could wiffidraw from 
It if it conflicted with the interests 
of the West Indies or, according 
to him, the Jamaican government. 

“My loyalty is to West Indies 
cricket and its people and, if I 
find out that there is anything 
wrong with playing in the series, 
then I won’t,” he said. 

Did Lloyd, Roberts and Richards 
have such escape clauses in their 
contracts too? If they did. they 
weren’t saying Certainly, the im¬ 
pression is that all diose who have 
signed on Packer’s dotted line have 
received payment already and are 
committed to him for the next 
three Australian seasons — lock, 
stock and boots. 

— TONY COZIER 


Figures are fun 


Century 

TN the First Test at Bridgetown, 
■* Barbados, February IS--23, 
1977, a new world record for the 
hipest number of Extras in a 
Test innings was set up when West 
Indies bowlers and wicketkeeper 
D. L. Murray concedra 68 Extras 
(29 byes, 11 leg-byes, 28 no-balls) 
in Pakistan’s second innings, thus 
outstripping the existing record of 
57 Extras (31 byes, 16 leg-byes, 10 
no-balls) conceded 1^ England vs 
New Zealand at Auckland in 1929- 
30 The wicketkeeper: W. F. Corn- 
ford. 

A century of Extras in a Test! 
It has happened four times. The, 
world record for the maximum 
number of Extras in a Test match 
is an astrcnomically high tally of 
l73 Extras in the recent Brid^- 
town Test between West Indies 
(who conceded 35 + 68 = 103 Ex¬ 
tras) and Pakistan (who conceded 
29 + 41 = /O Extras) 

Second instance* Tn the 1976 
Leeds Test between England and 
West Indies, 122 Extras were re¬ 
corded in the match — 19 byes, 33 
leg-byes, 12 wides, 58 no-balls. A 
couple of seasons earlier, the same 
two countries, this time in the 
Caribbean, gave away lOO-pIus Ex¬ 
tras in two successive Tests At 
Kingston, a total of 105 Extras was 
registered — 26 byes, 36 leg-byes, 

1 wide, 42 no-balls. In the folkiw- 
ing Test — the third of the series 
— at Bridgetown, 107 Extras were 


of extras 



match — 10 byes, 18 leg-byes, and 
a colossal tally of 79 no-baUsI Ac¬ 
tually, 99 no-balls were bowled in 
this Test (surely, another record!) 
but runs wme scored by the bats¬ 
men off 20 of them. 

The current records for Mcb 
separate category of Extras in a 
Test innings are as follows:— 

BYES 38 conceded by J. M. 
Parks for Engla^ vs WI (King¬ 
ston) 1967-68 

LEG-BYES: 30 conceded by Eng¬ 
land vs Wl (Manchester) 1976. 

WIDES: 12 bowled by West Tn 
dies vs India (Kingston) 1975-76. 

NG-BALLS: 35 bowled by Eng¬ 
land vs Wl (Bridgetown) 1973-74. 
(This figure, of course, pertains 
only to those no-balls from which 
no runs ivere scored by the bats¬ 
men) 

It is a remarkable statistic that 
England is the “guilty” party in 
three out of the four categories of 
Extras! 



T OHN EDRICH of Surrey and 
tormer England player cecent- 
ly became the 17tb player to hit 
his hundredth century in first-class 
cricket. 

The first batsman to score a cen 
tury of centuries was Dr. W. G 
Grace in 1895 Sir Jack Hobbs leads 
the field with 197 centuries, fol¬ 
lowed by Patsy Hendren, 170 and 
Wally Hammond, 167. 

The only ncn-English batsman in 
the list is Sir Donald Bradman with 
117 hundreds. Also, he took the 
least number of innings, 295, to 
reach his hundredth ton. 

Denis Compton, the second quic¬ 
kest, took almost twice as many 
innings, 552. Hutton played 619 in¬ 
nings to top his 1(X> hundreds 

Among the slow reachers are 
Hobbs, U1 innings, Frank Woolley 
1031, Colin Cowdrey 1035, Tom 
Hayward 1076, and Grace 1113. 

At the end of 1976 season, John 
Edrich had played 924 inning.s and 
Geoff Boycott, 621. (Boycott has 
hit 97 cmituries so far). 

Herbert Sutcliffe took only 14 
seasons to score his 100th century 


— the quickest time. Hammond 
took 15 seasons. C P. Mead was 
slowest, taking 33 seasons to reach 
his 1(X> Hundreds, and Grace took 
30 leesons. 

J(^n Edrich is in his 22nd sea¬ 
son and Boycott in his 16th. 

Hammond was the youngest to 
reach 100 hundreds at the age of 
32. followed by Compton when 34. 
Grace was the oldest at 46. 

Edrich )s 40 and Boycott 37 If 
Boycott also reaches his century of 
centuries ihis season — be needs 
three more, it will be only for the 
second time that two batsmen have 
reached the target in the same 
English season. The first instance 
was in 1935 when both Hammond 
and Andy Sandham scored their 
l(X)th century. 

The list in cbronological oider- 

W. G. Grace 126 centuries, T W 
Hayward 104, Jack Hobbs 197, C. 
P. Mead 153, Patsy Hendren 170, 
Frank Woolley 145, Herbert Sut¬ 
cliffe 149, E Tylde^ey 102, Wally 
Hammond 167, Andy Sandham 107, 
Don Bradman 117, Leslie Ames 
102, Len Hutton 129, Denis Comp¬ 
ton 123, Tom Graveny 122, Cotin 
Cowdrey 107 John Ednch 1(X). 

— KM. MRHER-HOMJI 
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Yukon; 

the 67% Polyester/ 

33% Viscose suitings 
that combine anti-crease 
convenience with the 
comfort and coolness of 
2x2 cotton. 

Yukon— 
for a luxurious 
drape. Available in the 
popular safari range 
of colours. Unbeatable! 
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Meakins 


I^OHAN MEAKINS confronted 
their standing as die stron^ 
fsat cricket team in the capital 
when they lifted two titles last 
week in quick succesaioa First 
they retained the Hoc Weather 
title — the official championship 
of the Delhi and District Cricket 
Association —• with a three-wicket 
victory over State Bank. A few days 
later, Mohan Meakins had it even 
easier in the final of the Goswami 
Ganesh Dutt Tournament They 
letely outclassed Central 
, but had to be content with a 
win on the first innings lead when 
rain washed out most of the final 
day’s play. 

Mohan Meakins are the only 
business house in the North to 
have gone into cricket in a big way. 
They have on their rolls a full ros¬ 
ter of Ranji Trophy players, as 
also a Test star in Madan Lai. The 
U.P. State team, iu fact, is largely 
composed of Mohan Meakins play¬ 
ers. Their domination of Delhi’s 
cricketing scene is thus not sur¬ 
prising. 

But. unfortunately, Mohan Mea¬ 
kins have gone in for a form of 
over-kill. While some of their re¬ 
gular, “staff” players sat on the 
sidelines, the services of two othei 
big-name players were made use 
of. They were Rajinder Sin^ Hans, 
who pkys all his cricket in Bom¬ 
bay but who came dovm to Delhi 
for the summer, and Rameah Sa- 
xena, who, too, was on leave from 
the Rusi Modi outfit of Jamshed¬ 
pur. This, of course, is common 
practice in Delhi, and the playm-s 
concerned are grandly called “guest 
artistes’*. The absence of any form 
of registration gives a field day for 
teems strengthen themeelves any¬ 
how. However, one can only feel 
sorry diat even a team like Mohan 
Meakins are not able to resist this 
sort of temptation, especially when 
they are strong enough to take on 
any outfit on their own. 


strongest 



Ramesh Saxeoa . . . guest 
sails sparkle 


from the batsmen, and on a turning 
track he is well ni^ unplayable. 

And on a Kotia wicbet softened 
by rain and churned up by almost 
continuous cricket fcH- months with 
no rest or preparation, Hans was 
like a duck in water. Both in the 
Hot Weather and Ganesh Dutt 
finals his bowling played decisive 
roles. 

Baumen in this region are, much 
more than in other centres, unsure 
of themselves on any sort of wet 
pitch. As a result, bodi finals were 
low-scoring affairs In the Hot Wea¬ 
ther clash, State Bank were dis¬ 
missed for 140 in their brst innings, 


with Rafiuilah and Hans claiatdng 
six and four wickets respectively. 
Incredibly, Mohan Meakins then 
proceeded to concede a first innings 
deficit of 41 — being shot out for 
a mere 99. The highest score was 
Anil Mathur’a 31. Ramesh Saxena 
made only 41 Predicubiy, the da- 
I mage was done by Suredi Lutfara 
and Rajinder Goel, who claimed 
four and five wickets respectively. 
The bunch of veterans who com¬ 
prise the State Bank team could 
well be written off as a “Dad's 
army” but for the presence of these 
two deadly bowlers. 

But it was Hans who bad the last 
say even over Lutbra and Goel 
Making the ball fly from every 
angle, Hans claimed seven for 40 
from 17 ovisrs as State Bank were 
shot out for 121 in their second 
innings. No batsman had any clue 
to the bowling. Thanks to that, Mo¬ 
han Meakins wete left with a fair¬ 
ly reasonable victory target of 163. 
But even at that they managed to 
lose seven wickets — and it was 
Hans who held out in the closing 
stages, and fittitj^y hit the winning 
run as well. The four-day match 
ended with a day to spare 

Mohan Meakins had reached the 
final beating Haryana Colts by an 
innings and 75 runs Hans’ six wk- 
kets in Haryana’s first innings, and 
Ramesh Saxena was among the 
runs with a century in Mohan Mea¬ 
kins’ first inniiigs. State Bank’s 
semi-final win was over National 
Institute of Sports in a topsy-turvy, 
low-scoring match, the bankmen 
winning by nine wickets. 

Scores of the final; State Bank 
140 (R. B. Mathur 22, Rajeshwar 
Parshad 37. Rafiuilah 6 for 40. Ra- 
jinder Sin^ Hans 4 for S) and 
121 (Rajeshwar Parshad 25, R. 
Saini not out 38, Rajinder Singh 
Hans 7 for 40, Rafiuilah 2 for 40); 
Mohan Meakins 99 (Anil Mathur 
31, S Luthra 4 for 48, Rajinder 
Goei 5 for 35) and 163 for seven 

continued on p 23 
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That it no reflection, thou^, on 
Hant and Saxena, who merely 
adted die chance to get in some 
more cricket. It did not do Saxena 
much good, for he had e parti- 
ciUerly lean summer with the bet. 
But left-arm spinner Hans was in 
many ways the man of the sum¬ 
mer. He played not only for Mo¬ 
han Meakins but for oiiier teams 
in different tournaments, end hard¬ 
ly a match passed without his get- 
W"g into .the headline with out- 
•tending peMormances. By way of a 
rough analogy, Hans is cast in the 
Un&rwood rather than Bedi 
moulA He is too fast by the nonnai 
tenets or e spinner, and his low 
trajectmry virtually rules out fli|d>t 
as a weapon. Yet, Hans’ unerring 
line end length compels respect 
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England v Australia 


tngtand won the second Test 
against Australia at Old Trafford by 
.nine wickets gaining a 1-0 lead in 
the series with three Tests to play. 
England now have a chance of win¬ 
ning the ‘Ashes’ for the first time in 
a home series since Peter May’s side 
won it In 1956. 














This family's weakness for Vinkoia-12 
is their greatest strength! 


vinkola-12 


the iron tonic with Vitamin Bi, 


for an active, heaithy iife 


Come alive with health Let life be fun. Take 
Vinkoia-12 every day. 

Vinkoia'12 doubles the energy output in every 
body. Naturally. It contains body-building 
ingredients: a unique balance of Iron and 
Vitamin Bu plus Glycerophosphates 



So make Vinkola-12 your family's 
weakness too—like Amol Palekar's— 
for an active, healthy life 


STANDARD PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 
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PROFILE- 

A t 21 Soli CoUh hu a good fu¬ 
ture abaod of him in Indian 
aquadi. Bo it among dta few to have 
beaten Anil Nayar and though he 
reached only at far aa the quarter- 
flnala at die Nationals this year, he 
lost to Manchanda — he showed 
bis calibre by avenging the defeat 
a few months later in the Eastern 
India Championshlpa. 

His win over Nayar in last year’s 
Western India, saw him play the 
game of his lire He came out with 
strokes that would have pass¬ 
ed off as those of Nayar’s in his 
prime The victcny came partly due 
to the fact that Colah has practised 
regularly with Nayar at the Cricket 
Club of India He has inherited 
Nayar’s all-round game and is one 
of the quickest movers in the coun 
try 


He has a superb imagination and 
creates openings to hit winners 
Unfortunately, his downfall has 
more often b^n his being erratic, 
with the ‘tin’ being his main oppo¬ 
nent If only he could steady ins 
game Colah could take on anybody 
in the country 

Colah took to the game at the 
CCI, home of many greats of sport, 
when in his early teens He first 
cauAt the eye in 1973-74 when be 
all but beat Nikhilesfa Senapati in 
the juniors final of the Western 
India as well as the National The 
victories soon began coming In 
1974-'^S he won the Sah and Sanghi 


Soli Colah 





Cup and die next year die OdUd ’ * 
state dtle. Sinre then he baa bpiM 
anwmg the top half a daemi nMM m • 
the country. 

His international debut ci 
year when he made thia 
squad for die World Cim. 81 
return, he has been looked 
Improved player and hU .. 
over Nayar and the fine 
against Manchanda were a 
sequence A litde more intenwle- 
nal experience and aome teed 
coaching could polish him into pan- 
fectioB, 

Squash appeals to him for its 
empnmis on peak fitness and its 
many dimeroious Widi bis unboun¬ 
ded energy for the sport bCs • 
champicm in embryo 



HEARD THIS ONE? 

1 would like to share widi 
SPORTSWEEK readers the foEose- 
ing delightfully ‘punny’ cridcM 
story I came across in the Februety 
2—9, 1977, issue of ‘'HtWts*‘; 

During a club cricket match is 
Adelaide, Australian opening bate- 
man A Gunner sent a six-bit baH 
out of the ground, where it svuclt 
and felled a Mias Cannon 
Gunner visited his victim in hw- 
pital and apologised. Smiling sweae- 
iy, deqiite the bump on her forb’ 
head, Miss Anne Cannon sat <m —- 
and walloped h i m over die naad 
with a water Jim 

— B B. MAMA 


Delhi cricket frmn p 19 

(Anil Mathur 53, Kamal Juneja 31, 
Luthra 3 for 47, Wasiuliah 3 for 
53) 

The Ganesh Dutt final was far 
more one-tided, especially after 
Dena Bank were shot out for 42 
in their first inmngs That was in 
reply to Mohan Meucins’ own mea¬ 
gre total of 104, the innings a^n 
being held togedier by a knock of 
31 by Anil Mathur. The Hans- 
Rafliulah combined then got going, 
Hans claiming four and RaflullM 
six wickets The only batsman of 
note in Dena Bank’s ranks was 
Vtnay Lambs, and he failed to 
come off. Mohan Meakins made 145 
and had claimed four Bank wic¬ 
kets for 41 before rain put an end 
to the proceedings. 

Scores. Mohan Meakms 104 
(Anil Mathur 31, M Shahid 32, M 
M Khanna 6 fw 20, P Oberm 3 for 
30) and 145 (Anil Mathur 36, R 
Shukla 30, Tikka Ram 7 for 55, P 
Oberoi 3 for 63); Dena Ba(^ 42 
(RafiuUah 6 for 26, R S Hans 4 
for 5) and 41 for four 

—SW Correspondent 




Mixed doubles is a great social 
game. Husbands and wives find 
hours of fun and togetherness 
playing mixed doubles. 
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Them an 
Agfa-Geiiaert 
camera to suit 
even^o^ 


And every pock^. 


7)ecQmmended> 
retail price 

Rs. 225/- 

IncMtv* of 
•KciM duty 
V Oihar taxes y 
^s^extra 




Recommended' 
retail price 

Rs 169/- 

Inciu&ive erf 
excise duty 
.Other taxes J 
^^extre 


Isolytl 


TIm pietura-parfect camara 
a Atffe Color-Agnai f 5 6 lens 
■e Five aperture settings 
e Three ehutter speeds 
• Double exposure prevention lock 
e Choice of hot shoe and 
universal flash contact pin 




aide III 

The aim-and-ehoot camera 

• Meniscus lens 

• Fixed focus from 2 4 metres 
to infinity 

• 6 X 6 cm pfciures 

• Portrait lens, flashgun leather 
case available at extra cost 


B AO»k-QEVAErrr INDIA Lmuted 

Marcfiant ChamiMr 41 Msw Msrms Urns aomtwy 400020 
Bisnchaa SonilMy • Naw Delhi • CaleiilM • Madm 
(BRiOistsrad Tradamsik ol Aplt Gsvssil Ant<mq>/Lsvifkutan 
Msmifsctursn ol Photoorspluc Products 
Madsby TW NiW IWMA INOUrnun LTD.Bamda• Bombay 



bolyl 


The amateur's profaaaionsi 

camera 

• Achromat fS lens 

a Double exposure lock 

• Three shutter speeds 

• Rotating indicator for precise 
focusing 

• Accessory shoe contact for 
flasl’gun and universal flash 
contact pin 


camcrai-intcmatioiial models made fai bidia. 
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Prakash, Uma tops 


IT ARNATAKA stars Prakash 
Padukone and Uma Murthy 
notched up meritorious trebles in 
the Khar Gymkhana open badmin¬ 
ton tournament. 

The Union Bank officer gave 
ample evidence that once again the 
Indian badminton season will be a 
Prakash-dominated one. He is 
streets ahead of the rest of the na¬ 
tional field, and his position on die 
top rung of the Indian ladder re¬ 
mains unchallenged. 

Prakash was in control of the 
situation at all times, and relaxed 
or qiurted at will. The spells of 
relaxadtMi were necessary due to 
the oppressive heat in the oven-like 
hall which was packed beyond its 
capacity. This was very much in 
evidence during his Singh's encoun¬ 
ters against Dinesh Khanna and 
Tqbal Maindargi in the penultimate 
round and the final respectively 

Prakash *s court craft was superb. 
He varied the pace of his game as 
per the demands of the situation 
His speed around the court always 
enabled him to meet (he 'bird' 
early giving his opponents little 
time for recovery. International ex¬ 
perience has added the smash or 
the drop with a high leap to his 
wide repertoire of strokes. 

The new combine of Prakash and 
Uday Pawar may not have impre.s- 


sed the lay fan of the game, but to 
the keen student they showed tre¬ 
mendous promise. This was the 
first time that the two have played 
together, and obviously need to 
iron out numerous chinks. This is 
not a difficult propositimi, and will 
soon be overcome with more ex¬ 
perience of playing together. It is 
encouraging to note that both havo 
a positive approach to their game. 

Thirtyfoiir-year-old Dinesh 
Khanna, a veritable returning ma¬ 
chine, seems to improve with age. 
His performance against Prakaw 
wa.s more dogged than a year ago 
in the final of the Western India 
Championships. Though conceding ' 
a dozen years to his rival, he 
(Dinesh) tried to make a fight of 
the match especially in the second 
stanza where he nearly deuced the 
six-time national champion Prs- 
kash. The determination and grit 
displayed by Dinesh should be an 
object lesson to many of the youn¬ 
ger players. 

National finalist Uday Pawar did 
not alter the pace of his game in 
the penultimate encounter against 
the experienced Iqbal Maindargi 
and paid the price dearly when he 
lost in three games. Surprisingly 
Uday did not slow down the pace 
against a player who relishes speed.- 
Also if Uday is to be effective at 



Prakaah Padukone and Umd ? 

Murthy (left) ... fine treUca: : 

•■-'ri 

the net he must soon learn to Cfmi 
tact the shottlfr earlier at the 
to nab bis rival on the wrong foM' 
or keep him on the move. Iqbid^^ 
gave an improved display after 4 
Jean time last season. 

The women’s singles final wait, 
one of immobility, and the slight)^; 
faster player, Uma Murthy, pjpg; 
vailed over the leaden-footed Nth; 
reen Padua. Uma could have wop. 
more easily if she had adopted idi4 
attacking toss when her nval wad 
caught at the net. Her high defew-- 
sive tosses then gave Noreen tim# 
to recover some lost ground an# 
prolong the game. k. 

Three teenagers that caught ti^- 
eye were Uday Pawar, Syed Moilk; 
and Ameeta Kulkarni. All thiW. 
displayed an array <4 strokn miiji. 
good court craft which would cert;' 
tainly be very effective wiUi 
pwience The makings of a chasg^f 
pion are very much there and. necMf 
to be encouraged fully. .'X; 

a; 
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Rugby season starts 


hf THE ALL SEEING EYE 


lyrics of an old classic are 
, A ‘‘NQh Duiny Boy, the pipes, the 
wpda are calling ** On a dull cloudy 
twcaday afternoon, a fortnight ago. 
BnariMty’s multitudes of office wor- 
Imrk returning home past the Asad 
»^||akiait heard the Pmice Bagpipes 
iMere was no mistaking die sound, 
yaar after year, is heard at 
4 m Sonibay Gymkhana with the 
eaiaat <d the first rains. It was the 
day of the Bombay rugby 
teurnament 

Kugby Football — a gentlemen’s 
MU for many years been a 
ayting game in Bombay, or for that 
Meftar all over India However, in 
Bombay, R W Leybourne Calla- 
■ban and his madly keen rugby 
Oapnorters have managed to hold 
an rar '’yet another year " The tide 
Is now CMning in, ai^ Bombay can 
bOBM of seven ruglv teams The 
tHahard Bombay Gymkhana, the 
•var enthusiastic Maharashtra State 
Bwce and (heater Bombay Police, 
A” dedicated Wilson Collnu Gym* 
Ultea, have now been joined by 


Wilson College Gymkhana ‘B*. a 
Combined Schools XV, and a 
Thana-Poona Distiict Police XV 
The first six teams will compete for 
the Bombay Cup, and all seven for 
the All-lndia end South Asia Cham¬ 
pionship 

The Police have spread the game 
within their ranks, and now officers 
and constables of Thana and Poona 
are playing Wilson College Gym¬ 
khana, under the guidance of Alan 
Samuel have worked up enough 
enthusiasm from the various Bom¬ 
bay rolleges to be able to field a 
second string Alan Samuel and bis 
hard working colleagues have also 
reached die schools, and in parti¬ 
cular The Cathedral and Jidin 
Connon, and Bombay International 
High School. Ic u hoped that this 
game will soon make inroads into 
Campion School, St Xavier’s 
Acadeiiy and St Mary’s High 
School 

The first match of the Bombay 
Ctm was won by defending cham¬ 
pions and All'lndia and South 
Aria Champion^ Wilson College 
Gymkhana, when they beat Greater 
Bombay Police by 12 points to 
zero Greater Bombay Police put 
up a determined effort end held 
the champions at bay through the 


first half. It was in the second halt 
that aM and bell playing ability 
carried Wilson College Gymkhana 
to iheir three tries. The first scored 
by V Merchant, and die next two 

S ir N Atfaania. It was a wet and 
ushy day and ball handling was 
extrsmdy cUffirult Alan Samuel 
too tried his skill at converting the 
three tries, but failed with every 
kick. 

Combined schools made their 
maiden i^ppeerancc and Helded a 
side whose average age is 16. They 
were smaller in size and suffered 
from the lack of experience, as 
compared to their opponents Bom¬ 
bay Gymkhana Iheir enthusiasm 
and detenmiwtion almost won 
diem the match Had it been a dry 
day in: lead ol a day when the 
pitch was a quagmire, they would 
have definitely beatmi their ex¬ 
perienced opponents Norman Dar- 
vie^ at fly-half and Petw Lalkaka 
at fullback were outstanding for 
the schools Koli, at wing-diree 
quarter, displayed the penetrating 
TOwer of the schools attack Bom¬ 
bay Gyndchana, with die heaviest 
pack and some of the most experi¬ 
enced players in Bombay, were ex¬ 
tremely fortunate to have held the 
schools to e scoreless draw 
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CALCUTTA: 

I T was no policy speech on sports 
by the Chief Minister of ^Vest 
Bengal^ Jyoti Basu, but no one was 
Wt in any doubt that few words 
Bpdt out were enou{^ indications 
of the thinking of die new Left 
Goyernment of West Bengal. Basu 
came to the Cricket Association of 
Ben^l pavilion when he was given 
a warm welcome Iw the cricket au¬ 
thorities of West Bengal and later 
he distributed the rolling trophies 
and prizes of the tournaments held 
every year. 

Not entirely uidamiliar to the 
scene where Siddbartha Sankar 
Ray was only other day the domi¬ 
nant figure, Basu as the Home 
Minister of the 1969 Front Govern¬ 
ment had seen the working of the 
C. A. B. in conducting Test mat¬ 
ches. The C. A. B. at that time ex¬ 
pressed their appreciation and ad¬ 
miration at the handling of the ex¬ 
plosive law and order situation by 
Basu in seeing the Test match 
through to a peaceful end. Basu 
took special care that there were 
no police excess and ministerial in¬ 
terference in the distribution of tic¬ 
kets were minimal. 

As the leader of the Communist 
Party (Marxists) which has been 
returned to power with an over¬ 
whelming majority by the State 
electorate, Jyoti Basu as Chief 
Minister has retained that sensitive 
sports portfolio in his own hand 
along with other morp important 
departments like Home, CMDA. 
His retention of the Sports depart¬ 
ment has belied the expectation of 
some of his front ally and his first 
speech confirmed that as a veteran 
political tactician, Basu has already 
outwitted some of his possible cri¬ 
tics. 

Recently, Basu had set at rest all 
speculations about the season's soc¬ 
cer classic between the league 
champions Mohun Bagan and East 


Bbsu in control 



West Bengal’s Chief Minister Jyoti Basu haodhig over the 
league (Cricket) Trophy to Pradip Paodey, csgitaia of 
Moh un Bagan 


Bengal when he agreed to the IFA 
Secretary, Ashok Ghosh, suggestion 
to have it as an ordinary match. 
Base’s agreement in allowing the 
IFA to shift the match from the 
Eden Gardens to the Mohun Bagan 
ground will no - doubt deprive 
about thirty thousand extra people, 
who do not normally come to the 
soccer grounds, from seeing the 
match but has at the same time 
killed all wild speculations about 
the distribution of charity match 
tickets. Basu gave firm assessment 
to the sports loving people that 
henceforth it should be an epen 
affair and expressed indignation at 
the report that Ministers, MLAs 
and their friends were gening spe¬ 
cial quota of tickets. 

The Chief Minister in his speech 
gave no big assurance about his 
plan for the development of sports 
activities in the State but hinted 
at that all the sports bodies would 
be consultea as far as possible 
when framing the policy. In the 
coming months Basu as Minister of 



After beetiiig Mohua Bscan, East Bengal captain 9iyania1 
Ob aeh and teammatce are in happy need 


Sports (if he decides to retain.tha 
department in his hand) will have 
to give his thout^ts over three 
important subjects, viz. the multi* 
purpose stadium under construe* .v. 
tion at Bidhannagiu (Salt Lake), . 
the facilities of night football in 
Calcutta and its extension problem: 
and the Santosh trophy (Bengil ^ 
has been entrusted widi the reseoa- 
sibility of holding the national reot* 
ball championship in January 
1978). , 

The proper utilisation of the so* 
phisticated Netaji Indoor Stadhim 
and the night football arran^ 
ment will be a continued headacne 
for Basu. ^ecially the maintenance, 
and the pridiibitive establiahtnent 
cost of the Netaji Indoor Stadium 
had already forced the previous 
State Government in letting it out 
for such purposes other than 
sports, The- problem has not ended 
with the change of government. 

Meanwhile, some reports of mal¬ 
practices, by the government offi* 
cer responsible for the department 
under which the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium comes, have appeared in 
some of the local newspapers. Whe¬ 
ther the charges levelled were un¬ 
founded or not the new State 
Government under the Chief Mini* 
ster, .Tyoti Basu will have to tackle 
and the task is not an unenviablo 
for any one. 

Basu. however, after his assump¬ 
tion of the highest office in the 
State, in his maiden speech made It 
clear that he intended to go dam . 
into the problem of sports. So Itr; 
so good. 

— SW Correspoodent. 
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THE ARt OF CRICKET 


■, ■ ''■'/vv,”': 


Throwing in 
from boundary 

IRgOBODY does this better than 
Tony Lock whose catching at 
. «hort-leg or leg-siip is phenomenal. 

, Unlets he has to move his whole 
t>ody to reach the ball, Lock’.s head 
' remains motionless, and I’m sure it 
COOtributes to the uncanny ease 
i' end certainty with which he picks ' 
up those lightning chances. 


' I'm sure also it is safer for out¬ 
fields, (assuming always that they 
have time) to catch at or above 
eye 'level. 


return that ball chest hi|di or waist 
high to eitiier the ’keeper or bowler. 
Slovenly, shoddy returns reflect 
the mental attitude of a team and 
it is galling to see a bowler putting 
everything into his work and then 
having to stoop and pick up a 
faulty throw-in. 

That is one reason why I see vir¬ 
tue in the modern relay system 
whereby the wicket-keeper, stand¬ 
ing back to a fast bowler, often 
throws the ball to slip or gully, 
who in turn passe.<i it on with grea¬ 
ter accuracy, or relays it through 
mid-olf to the bowler. It is difficult 


mid-on to Clarrie Grimmett on 
many occasions and my job was to 
save the single, but I also had to 
make sure no four was hit straight 
past my left side. Such a stroke 
would have had to be an on drive 
or strai^t drive. It didn’t matter 
if the ball got past on my right, 
because there was a man stationed 
on the fence that side who could 
cut off the four. But there was no¬ 
body behind me if it went through 
past the bowler. 

So there was a small specialist 
problem. I had to use my judge¬ 
ment to try to save what singles I 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


Those who have watched crack 
base-ball teams know how they get 
under a catch and never seem like¬ 
ly to miss. The glove is a tremen 
dous help of course, but many 
baseboUer-cricketers still use the 
same tM:hnique with bare hands. 
Neil Harv^ was an arch-exponent 
of this. Victor Richardson was a 
wonderfully safe catcher and al¬ 
ways took the ball as high as ptvi- 
; sible. U seems to allow a keen eye- 
focus of the position of the l»U 
and prevents the blind spot which 
sometimes develops when trying to 
catch lower down. 

A difficult catch is the hard drive 
chest high, so that you don’t know 
whether to take it with fingers 
, pointing towards the ground or the 
sky. 

In the Nottinj^am Test of 1948 
Godfrey Evans hit two such catches 
to me at extra-cover in the one 
over. Both times I was uncertain 
about which way to take the bail 
' and dropped it. My chagrin was 
"''worse (except for relief at his dis¬ 
missal) when Arthur Morris field¬ 
ing at mid-on soon afterwards held 
a sensational catch to dismi» him. 

All fieldsmen should take pride 
in returning the ball properly. It 
is a lovely sight to see outfields 
consistently dropping the ball over 
the stumps. What a contrast when 
the ’keeper is scampering every¬ 
where to intercept erratic return. 

Even with the close-in fieldsmen, 
they should be very particular to 


for a ’keeper, with his big gloves 
and not much feel of the ball, to 
judge his distance when throwing. 
Some people don’t like the relay 
and claim it wastes time. On the 
contrary, when it is done expertly 
like Godfrey Evans does it, there 
are occasions when time is actually 
saved. 

Where to 
stand 

It is always difficult to be ab-* 
solutely sure of the correct fielding 
position but we may safely adhere 
to sensible deductions. 

In the outfield 1 advocate that 
the man who is placed on the fence 
should stand at least five yard.s 
in.side. I claim that from such a 
position no catch could go over his 
head and still land inside the boun¬ 
dary because he must have some 
time in which to observe its flight 
and move. 

On the other hand he can cer¬ 
tainly take a catch some five yards 
closer to the batsman than he 
could if standing right on the 
boundary line. 

The depth of mid-un or cover is 
largely determined by the tenor of 
))lay, pace of the ground, etc. Cover 
normally would stand as _ far back 
as possible consistent with being 
able to save a single. 

1 )iad to occupy, the position of 


could in both directions but always 
making' sure I allowed no fours to 
get past on the left. 

All fieldsmen should closely ob¬ 
serve their captain, for he is in 
control and must direct their move¬ 
ments. Very often he may desire a 
slight adjustment, without making 
it apparent to the batsmen. And 
what a reflection on the fieldsman 
when a captain is forced to hold 
up play and attract the attention of 
everybody just because diis man 
was bu.sy studying the latest cloud 
formation. 

The depth of slip fields is often 
a problem. As a captain I mostly 
fielded at cover. From that side-on 
position I had a good sight of the 
hall and could judge its carry. 
Quite often I would ask slip.s to 
come up closer and many times 
'was confronted (quietly and help¬ 
fully between overs) with their 
view that they were getting too 
close to focus catches. 

Well, that’s a fine point of judge¬ 
ment, but I always believed it was 
better to miss a catch than not to 
have the opportunity of catching 
it at all because the ball fell shm-t. 

Anothec important thing about 
slips is the width they stand apart. 
First slip should be well clear of 
the wicketkeeper. 

The ’keeper should take what 
catches he can, and when be is 
standing back to a fast bowler he 
can cover a lot of ground. If a 
’keeper is able to take catches 
which would have gone to first 
slip, then first slip is too fine. He 
should stand just so wide that in 
his judgement a catch won’t go be¬ 
tween him and the 'keeper. 

Then, of course, the other slips 
adjust their position with him. In 
all cases they should stand as far 
apart is possible whilst making 
sure catches won’t go between. 

Publishers: Rupa tk Cc. 

(to be continued) 
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icyot; ICMQW, «ne nemb t« Iw • 
A Brahnuchtri to pUy pood 
Bridge". Shantaou Ghose winked 
at me, flourishing this band {rom 
a local tournament. 


7 6 

A K 9 2 
9 4 

J 10 9 6 3 


A Q J 9 2 
3 2 
K 8 6 
A K 2 

Bidding W N 

IH P 
2D 3C 
P 4S 
P — 


fc S 
P Dbl 
P 3S 
P P 


East West were playing Canapd, 
which meant that West’s diamonds 
were longer than hts hearts 


Opening lead Heart Queen 

Ihe declarer was Brahmachari 
of Calcutta, a member of the West 
Bengal team, which won the Sum 
mer Nationals and also qualified 
to represent India in the foithcoiti- 
mg Far East Zonal Championship 


Brahmachari won the opening 
lead on the table and ran the 9 of 
diamonds when East played low 
West won with hts Knave and con 
tinued hearts On the second dta 
mond Last played his ten, South 
covered and West won with the 
Alt, returning the diamond Queen 
which was ruffed in dummy Brah 
machari now ruffed a third heart 
in his hand with a low trump, East 
following suit and cashed the Ace 
of spades felling West’s singleton 
King Hi now played the Ait and 
King of (tubs and exited with a 
tlub to West s Queen East, having 
nothing but trumps, had to ruff his 
paiiner’s winner and lead back a 
spade into declarer s tenace 
I he full hand 


7 b 

A K 9 2 
9 4 

J 10 9 6 3 


K 10 8 1 4 3 

0 J 10 8 7 6 5 

A Q I 7 5 10 3 2 

Q 8 7 5 4 

A Q J 2 
3 2 
K 8 6 
A K 2 


Brahmachari played the hand 
with flawless technique If West’s 
King of spades was doubieton and 
did not drop, then his club Queen 
would tall doubleton The play at 
trick two of running the diamond 
9 IS also noteworthy If declarer 
carelessly uses with the diamond 
King, West can back the King of 
spades East can then enter with 
the second diamond and return a 



Lby JIMMY MEHTA^J 

iiump ri eating problems foi de 
clarer 


tmu} ip 

werfc. If you rally waa^ • ^ 
where e pcrccsttage pley fhifti 
an aati-percentavB i^ay smcM , „ 
take a look at this one wfutci 
thoughtless play landed the ewi* 
tract and expert play wasdtooin^ 



A Q X 

AKxxxxxx 

X X 


Q X X X 
K X X X X X 


Shanianu, our expert on percen 
tages bemoans Ins lurk on this 
hand Conti act 6 spades 

A 0 2 
K J to 2 
4 

K 7 6 5 4 


987654 

A 

A K Q 10 3 2 

After the opening lead of the 
heart 8 he had to guess whether 
or not to finesse in spades If the 
diamonds behave, declarer can af 
ford the safety play trf the Ace of 
spades followed by a low spade 
from hand towards the Queen This 
play will succeed even when the 
diamonds do not behave when the 
trumps are 2 2 but fails when 
West has a tnpleton King of spades 
and diamonds do not break On the 
othet hand the finesse caters to 
three spades with West but fails 
whenever the King is off side 
singleton Petcentage wise the 
finesse is slightly superior but as 
the cards lay Fast had a singleton 
Xing of spades and our percentage 
man went down Haid luck Shan 


A X X 

The opening lead was the spade. 
King How would you proceed? 

In one room, declarer ruffed the 
opening lead with a low heart on 
the table, ruffed a diamond low in 
hand, entered dummy with the Ace 
of hearts, ruffed the second dhir 
mond with the King of hearts and 
when the hearts broke even, hap* 
pily claimed his contract “I neM 
a 2 2 heart break after the spade 
lead”, be chortled triumphantly, 
"but I can guard against a 4 1 dia* 
mond break” 

Little did he realise that ha 
could have coped with a three-one 
heart break provided uie diamonds 
were three-iwo This was how the 
declaier in the other room planned 
the play The Ace and King of ifla* 
monds are cashed, ditching spadaa 
from hand, a third diamond is rut* 
fed with the King of trumps and 
dummy entered via a trump aUow* 
ing the defence a ruff while a 
spade IS ditched on an established 
diamond Declarer can now enjoy 
the diamond wuiners in dummy. 
Well, in practice the second dm* 
mond was ruffed and that was that. 
Fate was on the side of the palooka 
—^A rather more unfortunate hand 
than Shantanu’s, don’t you thiidt^ 


How much do you know? 


bv HOSEY MISTRY 


1 What should be the circum 
feience of a hockey batP 

2 Can a wrestler coat his body 
with mustard oil, jun before 
the bout, to ease muscle strain? 

3 Tti football, at the kick off the 
kicker pas es the ball back 
wards What action is taken> 

4 in chess, if a player has not 
played the prescribed number 
of moves in the given tune, 
what happens? 

5 Can a weight lifter weighing 
57 kg compete in the bantam 
weight class'^ 

6 Can a nonstrikei in billiards 
appoint a substitute to claim a 


foul during his enforced 
absence'* 

7 In how many ways can a boxing 
conte<t be decided* 

ANSWERS 

1 Not more than 9} ins nor less 
than 8 13 16 ins 2 No, coating the 
body with greasy jn sticky tub* 
stance is forbidden 3 Retake the 
kick 4 The game is lost by the 
player 5 No, only lifters weiiffiiiig 
upto 56 kg are allowed 6 Yta 
7 Six 1) Win on points, 21 win by 
knockout, 3) win by disqualifica¬ 
tion. 4) win by retirement, 5) win 
by leferee stopping contest and 6) 
no contest 
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itncMiveiitioiia] Ham flf 
^ defence against Ruy Lopez are 
based on rapid mcbilisation for a 
Xing aide attack to take advantage 
of White’s early castling and de- 
Vyed Q-side development. In the 
Srst of the following games White’s 
troubles are aggravated by short¬ 
sighted tactical play. The game was 
ApUyed in art international tourna- 
' Inent in Yugoslavia. 


it ^ 



i&CHESS 


RUY LOPEZ 
• White: Planinc 
Black: Parma 

1. PK4. PK4 2. NKB3, NQB3 3. 
BN5, PQR3 4. BR4, NB3 5. 00, NxP 
€, P04. BK2 (a) 7. RKl, PB4 8. 
PQ^ NR4 9. NxP, 00 10. PQ6? (b) 
Bad* 11. QQSch, KRl 12. NB7ch, 
RxN 13. QxR, BxPch! (c) 14. KBl, 
PQN4 15. BN3. NxB 16. RPxN, BN2 
17. NB3, QRS 18. QxBP, NxP! (d) 
19. QB7. PR3 20. RK7, BKNl 21. 
B*P. QxB 22. KxN, BQ3 23. RK8. 
RxR 24. QxRch, KR2 2S. QK3, 
QRSch 26. KK2, PN.5 27. QQ3ch, 
i™i 28. NQl, QNSch 29. KQ2, 
^Pch 30. KBl, BB-Sch 31. KNl, 
BKS 32. QB4ch. PQ4 33. QB6, QQ7 
34. ICR2, QxP 35. QKSch (e) KR2 
36. QRSch, BR3 37. NK3. QB4 38. 
MB4. QB3 39. NQZ, BN3 40. QK2, 
QN3 41. NB4, PxN White resigns. 

(a) The main line of Open De¬ 


fence (5. . . NxP) is 6. PQ4, PQN4 
7. BN3, P04 8. PxP, BK3. 

(b) Faulty tactics. Black gets two 
Pawn.s for the exchange and a for¬ 
midable attack with his Bishop 
pair. Correct is 10. PQB3, BQB4 11. 
RK2, PQ3 12. NB3 (Karpov-Nichev- 
sky, .Skopje 1976). 

(c) On 14. KxB. QR.5ch 15. KNl. 
QxPch 16. KR2. QN6ch 17. KNl, 
QxRch 18. KR2, QRSch 19. KNl, 
NKB3 leaves White three Pawns 
down. 

Id) If 19. QxN, BN6 is decisive. 

(e) After exchange of Queens 
Black’s passed KNP and QP will 
win the end. game. 

White: Sigurjonsson 
Black: Maryan 
(Novi-Sad 1976) 

1. PK4, PK4 2. NKB3, NQB3 3. 
BN5, PQR3 4. BR4, PQ3 5. 00 BN.5 


6. PICR3, PKR41? (a) 7, PQ4. PQN4 
8. BN3, NxP 9. PxB, PxP 10. IW5. 
NR3 11. BQ5, BK2I 12. PQB3, BxN 
13. PxN, RQBl 14. P84, PxBP 15. 
BB6ch, KBl 16. BxBP, BxB 17. RxB, 
QRS 18. NQ2 (b) PN4 19. RKBl, 
PN6 20. NB3. QR4 21. RKl. NN5 22. 
KBl, QRSch 23. NNl. NB7t 24. 
QB3, QxNch! (c) 25. KK2, QR7 26. 
QRBl, KN2 27. RB3, NR6! 28. 
QxNP, NBSch 29. KB2, QR3 30. 
BQ7, QRQl 31. RxP, QB3 32. KK3, 
QK2! White resigns, (d) 

(a) A wild variation of Modern 
Stcinitz Defence intending to sacri> 
fice the Bishop for attack. 7. BxNch 
and 7. PB4 are White’s usual con¬ 
tinuations. 

(b) If 18. BQ7, RQl 19. BxKNP, 
PN4. 

(c) Recovers the piece becau.se 
of the threat 2S. KxQ, RR8 mate. 

(d) The double threat . . . RxB 
and . . NQ4ch is unmeetable. 

END GAME 

Last week's ending by R. Brieger, 
New State.sman 1968: 

White; Kfl; R s-b7, d7; Pc6. 
Black; Kc8; R’s-aS. b8; BdS; P’s-gS. 
h5. win. 1. Pc7. Raich 2. Kg2. Ra2ch 
3. Kf3, Ra3ch 4. Ke4. Ra4ch 5. 
KdS, Rd4ch! 6. Ke6l. Re4ch 7. Kf7. 
Rf4ch 8. Kxg6, Rg4ch 9. Kh7. 
Rg7ch 10. Rxg7 win.s. 


Have you secured ? 
Sportsv/eek's 

World of Cricket 
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T. T. Topics 


/An the downvade for some ume 
now, Bombay’s table tennis 
has hit rock bottom this season An 
indication of the steep decline may 
be had from the fact that while in 
times gone by even preliminary 
rounds used to hold interest, in re 
cent seasons there was competition 
of sorts only from the quarter final 
onwaids Today, a semi-final or 
even a final is no guarantee of 
good fare 

A touch of class in the last few 
seasons was being provided by 
Niraj Baiaj and Vilas Menon. with 
Dilip Lakhani, A t u 1 Parikh and 
Suhas Kulkuini among others add 
ing to the interest A clash be¬ 
tween Bajai and Menon was al 
ways something to look forward to, 
even if Baiaj often gained the day 

Bajaj hasn t played at all this 
season With each tournament, 
speculation about h i s future is 
Yielding place to the belief that he 
has piobably decided to call it day 
Last season itself Baiaj seemed to 
be entertaining thoughts of letirmg 
but much to everyone’s relief and 
delight he made a late entry This 
season however, four majoi tour 
naments have b^n held in Maha 
rashtra and one in New Delhi and 
the zonal (.hampioiiships are iust 
round the ctrner but Bajaji is vet 
to give an ipdication that he will 
soon plunge into the fray 

Bajai IS insciutable as evei If 
vou question him about his future 
he Mill oiilv give a smile in reply 
Or he mav ask “Supposing ] an 
nrunce my rttiirment now will 
you give me a good wiiteup at 
least then^ It is inesitahle that 
he should octupv his place in the 
Bajaj empire Niraj has had a good 
innings, has gamed laurels galore 
and probably leahses that he ran 


Bombay hits 

now utilise his time more profit¬ 
ably m business Still, India’s moat 
durable player in the international 
arena will be missed, especially in 
today’s context of few stars and 
falling standards 1 wish he would 
play at least for a season oi two 
more if only to sustain interest and 
provide some competition for dhe 
younger aspirants as Krishnan hat 
been doing in tennis 

After a six month holiday from 
table tennis, Menoo put in an ap 
pearance at the Cricket Club of 
India The long lay off took its toll 
and he was beaten by Bomi Amal 
sadvaia Hit defeat was all the 
moie surprising as he had beaten 
Ratish Chachad in the previous 
round But then Chachad, who has 
crossed 40 and has put on considet 
able weight during his sojourn 
abroad which included the Wmld 
Championships at Birmingham isn’t 
the same player we have known 

The four major tournaments in 
Maharashtra so Car have produced 
tour different men's champions 
Suhas KulLorni v’on the first at the 
P J Hindu Gymkhana and the up 
set here was provided by Naresh 
Mohnani who knocked out Atul 
Parikh However, Parikh came into 
his own at he Secretariat Gym 
khana where his clash svith Kul 
karni in the final fell far below 
expectations 

Both Parikh and Kulkarni did 
nc t compete at the C C I which 
clashed with the Zakir Hussain 
memorial in New Delhi and a tour 
namtnt which used to be one of 
the glamoui events of the season 
with ouistation stars invited to 
compete was utterly devoid of 


rock bottom 


colour However, Amalsadvala’s eat* 
ploits helped to sustain interest. 
He followed up his victory over 
Menon with a win over hu pupil, 
Mohnani, but his htmes of re¬ 
gistering his first major triumph 
after 23 years slogging were 
dashed by S ftridhar in me final. 

The Deccan Gymkhana tournar 
meat, which marked the revival at 
table tennis in Pune, was the first 
big event and it saw Sudhir Phadke 
sweeping aside all opposition. The 
first good player he had to reckon 
with was R Han in the semt-final 
and he outplayed Suhas Kulkarni 
in the final No doubt, Phadke will 
be a player to reckon with this sea¬ 
son 

PariMi and Kulkarni are the only 
players of note in Bombay this sea¬ 
son with Mohnani, Kamlesh Mehta, 
Sridhar and junior Sriram giving 
promise of better things Mehta, 
incidentally, scored a creditable 
victoiy over Kulkarni and register 
ed his first big triumfli at the 
Bandra Gymkhana 

The women’s section has provid¬ 
ed mere lively fare with four good 
players in the fray Kalavadii 
Seetharam was devastating at the 
Hindu Gymkhana but has struck a 
lean patch since Kiran Wardekar, 
using a “Phantom” surface, has had 
some notable victories but the 
player to make an impression is 
Ratan Mahajan She is using an 
anti spin rubber, and has not only 
tightened her defence but also im¬ 
proved her attack She is bound to 
make an impact on the national 
scene before long 

— TOP SPINNER 



Ratan Mahajan (left), winner, and Nandini Kulkarni after the final of die Pitne Deccan 
GyinkhaiHi teurnament. Righti Sudhir Hiadkc, tntn’a winner 
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Soccer talk-in 


*|pUE fkte that befell the two 
A Maharaafatra stalwarts who re 
sorted late for the camp at the 
KIS, Patiala, to choose the team 
tfUK » now playins the Jahsan 
ColelM^tions Football Tournament 
al Kabul is yet anothei example of 
th* sorry state of administration in 
IitdMn football 


A report from Patiala in mid 
luoe had it that seven players 
from Maharashtra had been invi 


ted. but none had reached the 
venue The secretaiv of the Wes 
tern India Football Association. K 
Ziauddin, had dcclaied that tljc 
All India Football Federation had 
pot intimated to the WIFA noi 
told him when he was in Bangalore 
to attend the AIFF annual general 
tneetmg on June 1819 that any 
Maharashtra player had been cho¬ 
sen for the tamp that began on 
June 16 


Subsequently on June 27 the 
AIFF had sent the WIFA a wire 
asking for foui playeis — Shabbir 
All and Camilo D’Silva of lata 
Sports Club, Bet nai d Pereii a of 
Oncay Mills and Ram Bahadur Ale 
of Century Rayon — to be sent to 
Patiala and that failure to do so 
would lead to disciplinat;y action 
Camilo was m hospital when the 
wire reached the WIFA, while the 
Others were engaged in helping 
'Aeir sides in the Nadkarni Cup 
Shabbir, who was the viciMraptain 
of the Indian team that played last 
year at Kabul and in the Merdeka 
it Kuala Lumpur and who was le 
ported to be keen on joining the 
camp and earning selection, left 
soon after Tata SC lost to Orkay 
Mills in the semifinal on June 29 


Ram Bahadur could not go with 


No, not again 


Shabbir, though Century Rayon lost 
the next day to Mafatlai Group m 
the other semi final Non-availability 
of a ticket delayed his departure 

Bernard scored the only goal of 
the final against Mafatlai on July 3 
and was preparing to leave for 
Patiala when the provisional list of 
23 players was announced and a 
wire from Shabbir is reported to 
have advised him against coming 

Now the tournament at Kabul is 
an event tor which club sides from 
India had vied in the past, inclu 
ding Bangaloie Muslims, Air Force 
and a few otiiers Never has a full 
Indian side taken part in it, though 
in the fifties a tairly good side was 
taken there by former WIFA trea 
suiei. Fall Chinoy, and last year a 
team sans the Calcutta playeis 
competed in it 

Till last year the AIFF had never 
held a lengthy camp or made long 
preparations for this tournament 
And then last yeai the pi eparations 
were tied up with those for the 
Merdeka as the same players were 
to be sent for both t< urnaments 
By Itself the Kabul tour*>ameni has 
never called for elaboiate prepara 
tions 

It IS in this light that one is 
amused at the threat of disciph 
nary action held out by the AIFF 
In the past similar threats were 
made, but no association had sent 
players because of that 

The AIFF, if they aie really keen 
on improving India’s image in 
Asian soccer, should make plans 


for a good ibowlng' in major events, 
like the Park Cup in Seoul and the 
Merdeka, which In ‘ the last few 
veers has been losing much of its 
glamour as others have been send¬ 
ing their second strings 

The Merdeka authorities have 
made it a prize money toiprnamaat 
this year in their bad to revamp 
the prestige of the tournament 
India has not been invited 

Much as some readers may point 
out that India’s standard is detmo- 
rating so much so that we do not 
have a chance of qualifying for the 
final rounds of the Olympic Games 
or even figure among the top 
teams in die Asian Games and we 
should retrieve our prestige from 
the Kabul event But then winning 
some minor tournament, to which 
mainly clubs are sent, will not do 
us any good We would be winning 
something that the good teams do 
not take seriously 

Better for the AIFF to come to 
grips with real problems in build 
mg up a good international team 
And this can never be done widi 
out a strong base in domestic, foot 
ball 

After all, Russia, Poland, Cast 
Germany and others who are fre 
quently cited as examples, did not 
venture into competition at inter 
national level without ensuring that 
their domestic standard was ade¬ 
quate to try tilting swords with 
others And they are evolving ways 
to still broaden and strenghen the 
base — which is club football 

— SHARPSHOOIER 



Jmo tlivelailgit pCesidciit of the Federation Intenurtioiial de Pootbnll Asaociattoil 
<F1FA), aecond from tight, addressing presMiien m Bangalore on FIFA’S ‘‘attven p^ t 
master fdan** to improve soccer stanAWd m under-developed Cauntries. In this FIFA 
has promsed to help India. Tb HavMaUge'S Mt is J, S. Blatter, thlPA’s Dirertor of 
Development At right is AIFF secretary Vijayarangam 
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God*s forgotten cricketers 


SYDNEY. 


Ij^VERYONE of iM abhor* apar* 
^ ttaeid as practised by South 
Africa in sports and m all walks 
of life. Fortunately in cricket, there 
are some signs of diange — a 
change for the better 

Last season it was reported that 
multi^-acial cricket was played at 
club level 'niere is every fikdlihood 
that this trend will continue this 
season 

From this distance, it is not pos 
sible to gauge the extent of multi* 
racial or normal cricket m South 
Africa — nor the sincerity of in 
tenrion 

However, recently I came across 
a genuine example of happy bien 
ding of I aces and colour in Spring 
bok cricket I have just finished 
reading a South African book 
“God’s Forgotten Cricketers” edit 
ed by Andr^ Odendaal It feature*^ 
16 contemporary South African 
Cl icketers— including three colour 
ed ones 

Ihe coloured cricketeis — Baboo 
bbrahim (of 6 wickets for 66 runs 
fame against Greg Chappell's Inter 
national Wanderers last year). Tie 
fie Batnes and Edward Hubane— 
rub shoulders with the ail time 
greats, viz Graeme Pollock Barry 
Richards, Eddie Barlow, Mike Proc 
ter 

The chapter on spinner Baboo 
Ebrahim is ol great interest to In 
diaii readers Writes Syd Reddy 
“Thoughts of Bedi and Gibbs come 
to mind when I read Ebrahim’s 
match analysis against Eastm-n 
Pi ovince 51 2 overs, 13 maidens, 
87 runs, 3 wickeu 

“When Basil d’Oliveira was coa 
ching in South Africa in 1973-74 
season, he said that if a Springbok 
team was chosen on merit, Etwa 
him’s claim would be worthy of 
serious considwation 

“Springbok Barry Richards said 
utm' a session in the nets with Ba- 
j»o ttttd other black cricketers 
Ebrahim obviously has enormous 
potential He would easily make 
the Currie Cup side’ ” 

Currie Cup is to South African 
cricket wdiat Sheffield Shield is to 
Australian and Ranji Troj^y to 
Indian cricket 


In the chapter on Baboo Ebra 
him are also mentioned the per 
formances and potentials of odier 
E^y**"* Indian origin namely 
Solly Chotbia, Devdas Govindjee 
and Dr Bhorat 


*T have vivid memories,” writes 
Syd Reddy, "of witnessing many 
mie Natal spin bowlers of whom 
Dr Bhorat was probably the best 
While living in India he had ex 
penence of first class cricket re 
presenting Western India in Ranji 
Trophy matches” 


Their day will come 


Andr4 Odendaal, the 22 year-old 
editor of the book, has profiled six 
of die 16 cricketers The others 
have been given in-depth treatment 
by leading South African writeis 
Odendaal is a peaceful riusader of 
multi-racial cricket in his country 

Explains Odendaal "Out of sight 
and out of nund reads the adage 
which so accurately applies to 
South African cricket today ’ 

In the light of this, the chapters 
on Barlow, Pollock, Richards and 
Procter look out of place Can they 
be ever forgotten^ 

The pen pictures on lessei known 
players like Hylton Acktrman, 
Clive Rice, Vintcent vander bijl 
Ken McEwan, Denys Hobson 
are most welcome Some of them 
were selected for the camelled 
tours to England in 1970 and to 
Australia in 1971 72 

The studies reveal human angle 
«tcries For example the burly 
Ackerman — a diabetes sufferei 
— once went straight from hospital 
to a cricket match in England 
Aimed with a pocketful of sugar 
lumps, he savaged a Pakistani 
attack, to score a thundering cen 
tury 

Irvine's effort in arranging inter 
national double wicket competition 
18 also mentioned “Each year 
Irvine wrote to the Boards of India 
Pakistan and West Indies seeking 


permission to invite their curreiit 
Test players, but each year he em 
rebutted or ignored” 

Eddie Bat low writes in the fore¬ 
word “Black cricketers consistent¬ 
ly excel in every country of the 
world There is no reason why that 
should not be the case in SouHi 
Africa also” 

On 34 year old Tiefie Barnes, 
opines Ken Adams “Perhaps he 
would have made a Springheut side 
selected on merit if he bad bad the 
opportunities, bui it was not to be. 

“Maybe his son will one day ac¬ 
complish this feat under the cheri¬ 
shed non racial principles which he 
has struggled so valiantly to 
achieve Then the suffering will not 
have been in vain " 

Andr^ Odendaal dedicates the 
book to “those deprived cricket 
levers who have been playing this 
most noble game under the most 
Ignoble conditions for nearly 100 
vears Only now are the ‘untouch¬ 
ables being allowed x join &e 
fold In not too many years the 
South African side will be a happy 
kaleidoscope of colours ” 

One can feel the sinrenty of in¬ 
tention in many pages of this 
page, profusely illustrated paper¬ 
back book The translation of tteae 
ideals to reality may take years but 
It seems the first blow has been 
sti uck 

— KM MEHER HOMJI 


Are they getting 
cItMer ... the 
black and white 
cricketers of 
Soudi Africa. The 
daj may not be 
far w h e n die 
Swingbefc side 
will be a happy 
kaleidoscope of 
colours 
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Athletics 


A n early eolution to the impasse 
in the Amateur Athletic Fede 
ration of India looms large on the 
horuen with the timely interven 
tidta of the Indian Olympic Asso 
ctanon 

The lOA at its recent meeting 
showed interest in finding a solu 
ticn to the AAFl deadlock, and has 
called for a joint meeting of 
the two warring tactions late this 
month The two groups have agieed 
to meet, and a general body meet 
ing IS to be held on July 30 at New 
Delhi The agenda of the meeting 
is the same as requested by the re 
quisitionists duting the Open Meet 
at Chandigarh in May 

It IS essential that obseivcrs from 
the lOA and the All India Council 
of Spoils attend the roming meet 
ing to ascertain that the con<titu 
tional rights as furnished in the 
memorandum of the AAFI a i e 
adhered to, and ensuie that right 
pirvails over might and not other 
wise in the guise of democracy 

Late last month, the two warring 
factions had called separate gene 
lal bodj meetings and taken diver 
gent decisions 

While the rival group had met 
at Bombay and got down to bust 
ness of fixing the coming season s 
calendai and chalking up a tiain 
ing programme for the coming 
Commonwealth and Asian Games 
the iuling giuup which met two 
days Idtei at Ropai did nothing 


A ray 

consti uctive but to purport a bunch 
if 'les according to the minutes of 
that meeting 

At Ropai the house concluded 
that the new amended constitution 
of AAFI was not yet effective If 
that was so one may ask how Col 
Kirpal Singh occupies the impor 
lant post of the Honorary Secie 
tarv of the AAFl Fot during the 
May 1976 elections it was according 
to the new constitution that Col 
Kiroai Singh came to be elected to 
that post The then secretary L R 
Khanna had the majority of votes, 
but did not have a two thuds ma 
< joritv as required by the amended 
constitution which fnllosved the 
guidelines of the All India Council 
of Sports 

Further the Ropai meeting minu 
tes state that the issue of Buta 
Singh continuing a' president was 
lesolved at the Madras general 
body meeting in Januaiy this year 
and that he was a repi esentative of 
Delhi This is fai from fact as 
Buta Singh himself had stated that 
he continued to be a representative 
of the Railway Spot's Control 
Board despite being out of that 
ministiy Buta Singh, in a press 
statement on April 2 this year, said 
he would now lepresem anothei 
aftliated body o r h e i than the 
RSCB He has offeis from at least 


of hope 

three amts of the AAFl to act as 
their n.tminee 

The Kopat meeting also recorded 
a seiicus omission The outgoing 
secretary L R Khanna, had not 
handed over the records of the 
AAFl Initially important and cur 
lent records were handed over to 
Kirpal Singh on June 17 within a 
month oi Khanna having reliiiqui 
shed office Latet at the Madras 
genet al body meeting a three man 
committee was appointed to see 
that a smooth transfer of the re 
mam ing documents was cat ried out 
The report of that Delhi based com 
mittee is still awaited 

The same mettinj. also decided 
that S K Shaima, elected presi 
deni at the Bombay meeting, could 
not hold office for a second term 
in view of the AICS guidelines 
Sharma had been the fedeiation's 
vice president How could that be 
possible if the amended constitu 
non IS vet to become cHcctive"' The 
luling gioup IS trvnig to eat its 
cake and keep it too an impos 
sibility 

The house ot the Ropai meeting 
took 1 serious view ol the it marks 
which appeal ed in thi pi i ss against 
Kiipal Singh about a dicision at 
the Bombay meeting that hi (Kir 
pal Singh) had actid againsi the 
interests of iht nation and thi 
athleteib It furthei added that such 


Sriram shoots up 


deiogatoiy iimarks against an 
army officer who has stivtti ih« 
nation foi i2 years with iiedit 


The authoiitative 
American publica¬ 
tion ‘Track and 
Field News* in its 
asuHial rankings 
has fisted India’s 
Kriram Sinj^ 
eighth m the ^ 
metres. It also 
states that hw k 
the most pheno¬ 
menal progress 
as the 26-year-old 
Indian was ran¬ 
ked 83rd in its 
1975 world list 



honour and devotioii to duty writ 
considered deiogatoij dil.imatoiy 
and uncalled fot 

Ihe meeting further resolved 
that this was a clcai case ot defa 
mation and autlioiisct' Kifpal Singh 
to take any action deemed fit by 
him 

But Kirpal Singh can haidly af 
ferd to ihiow stone*' at othci* when 
he is veiy mucij. a resident in a 
glass house Tticic arc a lot of 
skeletons in Kirpal 9ingh s cup 
board, e.specially the repoit of the 
manai;er of the Indian athletic 
team to the 1973 Asian meet at 
Manila Kirpal Singh was the joint 
manager ot the team 

Horse trading is a common ma 
lady in the aoniinistration of In 
dian spoils Let'- hope that this 
virus does not become an epidemic 
at the coming general body meet 
mg Con iitutional rights should be 
uppermost m 'he thinking of those 
who will attend the meeting, and 
not personal benefits throu^ bar 
gaining Those who sat on the fence 
during the June meetings should 
let their voice b* heard 

- HCkSEY MIS1RY 

Ol 
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Three of these four athletes are representing India at the World Games for Deaf and 
Dumb Athiietcs at Bucharest, Romania. Mon Tliomas (left) uas not cleared . . . but 
Fernandes, Satish Kumar and Cameiro discuss their dunces in the only 

language they know 



Three for 

TJi'OR 20-year-oId Saii.sh Kuinar, 
Delhi state cross country cham¬ 
pion, the last two months have been 
worth all the training and hard 
work he has put in since he started 
coming to the National Stadium 
some six years ago. 

A deaf mute, Satish who lives 
across the river Jamuna, hails from 
a poor family. Physically loo, apart 
from his major handicaps, he is on 
the lean and thin side. But he has 
a streak of stubbornness in him and 
this is what ha^ really helped him 
to make the grade. And now he 
will be representing India in the 
World Deaf and Dumb Games 
which started in Bucharest last 
week. 

It has indeed been a long hard 
grind for Sati.sh from the time he 
came under the tutelage of N.I.S. 
coaches, K. B. Dogra and Tarlok 


deaf meet 


Singh some five years ago. He was 
regular in practice even if it meant 
hiking all the way from his home 
across the river. 

From a nobody he became the 
Delhi State cross country champion 
last year but was deprived of re¬ 
presenting the State because of 
trouble within the local association. 
Then came his finest moment %vhen 
running in the company of Shjv 
Nath and Hari Singh in the Chandi¬ 
garh 0]>en Athletic JMeet he clock¬ 
ed a careei-best time of 15:39.0. 
And since he does most of his run¬ 
ning on Delhi roads he should do 
very well in the reduced marathon 
in the World Deaf and Dumb 
Games. He will of course be also 
taking pan in the .5,000 and the 
10,000 metres 

Keeping him company at the 
Delhi centre of the N.I.S., are three 


other members of the team for the 
World meet. Of them bdward Car- 
neiro (26) who is employed with 
Telco as a quality control inspec¬ 
tor, will be making his second trip 
to the World Gaines. He specialised 
in the jumps vrith a 1.S3 metres in 
the hi^ jump as his best effort. 
He has cleared 13.10 metres in 
the triple jump and in the long 
jump his best effort stands at 6.10 
metres. In February this year, he 
came first in these events in the 
Poona Region' Industrial meet. 

Jesudass Fernandez is the Tamil 
Nadu under-19 400 metres cham¬ 
pion. He is in fact a discovery of 
the Cadbury Meets, and took part 
in the Inter-City Meet in Delhi 
where he tied with the winner in 
the quarter-miie. Both clocked .53.4 
sec in the Tamil Nadu State Meet 
he clocked 2:06.0 for the BOO 
metres and S3.6 for the 400 metres. 
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'V'HE chief Mked me to go end 
* interview Vijey Amritraj’s-ten- 
nit dbow. 

So 1 went to the tennis court and 
found the elbow sitting on the 
'sideline, resting on die beck of a 
.. fheir. **I am aware how busy you 
Are practising and I do not want 
’ to disturb you, but we would like 
to do an interview with you for 
dhe paper,” 1 said. 

“Please, ask me whatever you like,” 
said the elbow, flashing a plea¬ 
sant smile and showing that it 
had lost none of the good beha¬ 
viour it was known for on tennis 
courts throughout the world. 

So I asked; “Is it true that you had 
a recurrence of the trouble you 
hatl in May 1976 and therefore 
could not assist Vijay Amritraj 
in giving his best performance 
at the Wimbledon this year?” 

The elbow replied: *T wish ail you 
sports reporters and critics would 
stop blaming me every time 
Vijay Amritraj fails, which he 
does quite often. There has been 
nothing wrong with me, never.” 

understood that a blood vessel 
had burst inside you, through no 
fault of yours, ofeourse,” I said. 

“Nonsense,” said the elbow, bend¬ 
ing itself in wide angles, “ever 
since I started playing tennis, I 
have taken good care of myself. 



Have you not heard that players 
often blame their elbows or 
courts or umpires for their own 
faults and mistakes?” 

“What about the year before last, 
when you were scheduled to re¬ 
present India in the Davis Cup, 
did you not withdraw because bf 
your recurring trouble?” 1 in¬ 
quired. 

“There was no trouble," said the 
elbow, “and 1 wish you people 
would get your facts stral^t. I 
had withdrawn because I did not 
want to unnecessarily strain my¬ 
self in what was going to be an 
easy match for India to win. Be¬ 
sides, 1 wanted to give the youn¬ 
ger elbows a chance.” 

“I can quote you on that?” 1 asked. 

“Please, do,” said the elbow. “Also, 
please mention in your paper 
that I am always willing to serve 
India in whatever capacity that 
my country and the tennis au¬ 
thorities may require me to.” 


"I will do that.” 1 oddL **Mow tdl 
me. woiuld it be correct te aiqr 
that die reasons for Viji^ Amrlt- 
raj*s failures on big occaskma, 
and esp«ially when fals thou¬ 
sands of fans are expecting him 
to do well, lie somewhere othm- 
than in ywi.” 

The elbow considered this for a 
long moment and said: “I do not 
want to lay the blame on any 
specific person. You will agree 
that diat would not be correct 
and not in the best interests of 
Indian tennis. However, I would 
like you to emjdiasise that 1 am 
not to blame for some of Mr. 
Amritraj’s recent failures and es¬ 
pecially at the recent Wimble¬ 
don." 

“Fair enough,” 1 said. “And now, 
could you tell me something 
about your future prospects? 
With the new lot of younger 
players, do you diink you have 
any chance of winning a major 
tournammt?” 

"I think there are a lot more years 
of good tennis in this elbow,” 
said the qjibow. 

So I came back and wrote down 
the full report on the interview 
and gave ft to die chief. 

And the chief said; "You fool, you 
have interviewed the left elbow. 
It is Vijay Amritraj’s ri^t elbow 
that is giving trouble.” 


Q WHAT Is the Indian Hockey 
'•* Federation doing to enable 
US to regain our past glory? 

Ram Jeeban Panigrahi (Jeypore, 
Orissa). 

A THE I.H.F. has just prepar¬ 
ed a Master Plan. All we 
need now is a master-mind to find 
the resources and carry out the 
plan. 

Q WHAT do you think should 
be the attitude of the Inter¬ 
national Cricket Conference to¬ 
wards Kerry Packer? 

Ramachandran (Tirunelveli, 
T. N.). 

A SETTLE with Packer and 
^ save Test cricket. 


Q HOW many have led India 
in Tests? Please name them. 
<—Manish Bhatnagar (Chandigarh). 

A NINETEEN men have led 
^ India in Tests. They are C. 
K. NajriMiu, Vixianagaram, Pataudi 
(Sr.), Lah Aoiamath. Vijay Hasare, 
Vinoo Mankad, (Shulam Ahmed, 
Polly Umrlgar, Heimi Adhikari, D. 
K. Gaekwad, Pank^ Roy, G. S. 
Ramchand, N. J. (Contractor, Pa¬ 
taudi (jr.), C. (S. Borde, A. L. 
Wadekar, S. Venkatrai^avan, B. S. 


——:- 

ques 

[VJjJ 





Bedi and S. M. Gavaskar. Of the 
lot, Pataudi (jr.) has been the most 
successful with the toss, winping it 
20 times in 40 Tests. 

Q HOW many catches have 
been held by Venkatragha- 
van in Tests? 

— S. M. Yousuff (Chintamani) and 
Jayesh Patel (Gondia). 

A THIRTYTHREE catches in 
36 Tests. 


AN HOW often has Venkatra- 
ghavan captured five wic¬ 
kets or more in an innings in 
Tests? 

— V.' G. Venkatakridina 
(Madra8-28). 


A THRICE, once against the 
^ West Indies and twice 
against New Zealand. 


Q HOW many wickets has Ven- 
katraghavan claimed against 
New 2>aland? 

— V. Vishwanath (Hyderabad). 


A 


FORTYFOUR w i c k e t s foi 
1,004 runs in ten Tests. , 


Q HOW many Indian bowlers 
have claimed 2(X} wickets in 
Tests so far? 


— A. V. Subrahmanyam 
(Vijayawada). 


A 


BEDI is the only bowler to 
have achieved the distinc¬ 


tion. He has so far taken 215 wic¬ 
kets in !>3 Tests. 


Q WHY don’t you start giving 
blow-ups on spiM-tsmen and 
sportswomen? 

— Deepa, Sangeeta, Anita, Arpaa, 
Rama (Bombay). 


A WE are giving them in 
^ etdour and on the cover. 
That’s 52 blow-ups in a year. 

Q WHAT wiU be the effect of 
^ the deadlock between Inter- 
natioiial Cricket Conference and 
Kerry Packer? 

— Inderjit Singh, (New Delhi). 
A WHILE some playMa may 
^ become richer, cricket may 
be the loser. 
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Tennis future 
is bleak 

A FEW weeks ago I read the 
article ia which veteran Rama- 
nathan Krishnan said that India’s 
tennis ftituie was bleak. I agree 
completely with him because un¬ 
less we help youth develop this 
will be so. 

Consider my experience 1 am 
a 14-year-old and once filled an 
entry form of Calcutta's South 
Club. A year and a half have pass¬ 
ed and f have not received a re¬ 
ply. I don't think I ever will! 1 have 
heard it is over-crowded with mem¬ 
bers. 

So then I took a chance at the 
YMCA %ut was told they did not 
permit anyone under 20 years of 
age to play. I would have liked to 
tell them that champions are not 
produced after 20 

— Mudar Patherya (Calcutta) 

Waste 

T WAS absolutely appalled when I 
read Sanyal's letter in SW, Julv 
3 Sanyal says an Arjuna award 
should be given tor body-building, 
just as It is given for football, cric¬ 
ket and athletics He further adds 
that Arjuna reminds one of manli¬ 
ness and thus an award be given 
to sonieonc who has a manly body 
(reducing the status of an Arjuna 
award to that of a beauty ctuitest). 

Do you think a body-builder does 
any service to the field of sports? 
In what way is it beneficial 
to sports if a mail has biceps of 18 
or 19 inches and does nodiing with 
them? I’d go as far as to say that 
body-building is nothing but an ob¬ 
scene waste of time. 

— S. Nofir (Pune). 

Stop this 

T he standard of Indian hockey 
is deteriorating at a fast pace- 
One hopes that Sikandar Bakht, 
chairman ef SNIPES and Cmttral 
Works and Housiiig Minister, who 
once said he would ttke all stops 
to eliminate politics from $port, 
will take note of it Politics has 
been running our hockey since the 
1968 Olympics. 

Iqbal Singh Saroya (Patiala). 


Soccer lictims 

^ EORGE ORWELL’S description 
of soccer as “a war minus 
fire” has substance Here in the 
soccer stadia in Kerala we can see 
the mythical ‘h o r r i d a bella’ of 
Orwell’s imagination (here in this 
case, between the organisers and 
the spectatois) but accompanied 
with fire, gutting the whole furni¬ 
ture and the entire bamboo gallery. 
Orwell frankly calls the spectators 
crazy With the same degree of 
frankness, wc can call the avari 
cious organisers and the football 
in Kerala mad and greedy 

Postponement of second and 
third replavs due to ‘poor visibility’ 
as voiced by the losing team has 
become a regular feature Continua¬ 
tion of play beyond the prescribed 
time limit when either of the 
teams is leading by a solitary goal 
is another shameless way the 
organisers effect a replay Thus the 
patience of spectators is put to a 
severe teat. 

Other victims of this cruel game 
of the organisers include umpires 
and players. Several cases have 
been reported involving the man¬ 
handling of umpires by the agita¬ 
ted spectators accusing them of 
'dancing to the tune of organisers’. 
God save the referees from this 
sorry state of affairs! 

— K Suresh (Quilon). 



Pay ’em more 

* USTRALIA’s TV tycoon Kerry 

^ Padkm deserves hosannas f«r 
sponsorini and bringing all tbe 
leading cricket players of the world 
to play in what is described as 
“Super Test Series” between Aus¬ 
tralia and the Rest of the World 
XI. 

Ir IS really an eyr opener to the 
cricket authorities of the world« 
who have been paying meagre 
amounts to deserving cricketers' 
hidierto, to pay mtwe Cricket en¬ 
thusiasts all over the world are in 
store for a feast of cricket, though 
there won’t be that Test-match ten¬ 
sion. 

The ICC should call Packer for 
another joint meeting at the earliest 
to avoid clashing of dates since 
Australia will take on India and 
England will be touring New Zea¬ 
land and Pakistan when the super 
Test series is on according to the 
present schedule. 

— Ranjit Macherla (Hyderabad). 

Congrats 

T^ULL credit to East Bengal for 

* their victory over Mohun Be¬ 
gan. The architects of East Ben¬ 
gal’s victory were Mihir Bose and 
Bbaskar Ganguly Bose’s goal wot 
one of the best I have ever seen. 
Bravo' East Bengal. 

— PS Bhaduree (Bombay). 


M y hearty congratulations to 
thd East Bengal for thetr 
superb win over Mohun Bagan. Oh. 
what a magnificent win! 

— Arun Das (Assam). 

Tragic 

O PORTS and games hold an im- 
portam place in a nation’s life. 
Physical development is as incum¬ 
bent as intellectual development. 
It is rather tragic that sportsmen 
are not paid due esteem in India 
unlike in western countries. 

Hitler had offered a high rank in 
his military re^ment to borkey 
wizard Dhyan Chand after seeing 
his performance in the Berlin 
Olympics. 

Indian sportsmen should be 
given seats in the Rajya Sabha as 
well as in the Legislative Councite 
to acknowledge me bi^ and the 
important place sports hold in our 
national life. 

— Ravindra Dasgupta (Nagpur). 


M any readers have pointed out 
that Chatterbox has omitted 
the name erf Majid Khan in the Ii$t 
of batsmen t^o have scored a 
century before luAch (SW, July 3, 
1977). We are thankful to tbinn. 
Maiid is the lltfa batsman to 
arhieve this distinction against 
New Zealand in 1976 seriea. 
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•T'HAT super classic the 2,400 
metres Indian Turf Invitation 
Cup was won, as expected, by 
Squanderei when he beat Kitty 
Bank more easily than the official 
twn and three quarter lengths ver 
diet 

And while it will always be a 
mattci of opinion whether he is the 
greatest Indian bred ever to put his 
head thiough a biidle it is a fact 
that he is the biggest stakes winnei 
of all time 

His Invitaiion Cup winnings ot 
Rs l,i0,000 took his total to Rs 
10,34,000 which surpassed the pie 
Vious rccoid of Commanche 

While there was the spectacle 
concomitant with the pomp and 
pageantiv of the occasion, the tace 
as was expected, lacked competi 
tiveness Kitty Bank made a slow 
early pace and only opened up 
neanng the 1600 metres marker 
He was followed by lopspin. Sun 
bird. Wild Blossom, Squanderei 
and Reprint Sunbird diopped out 
appi caching the homt turn and 


> 

Squanderer too good 


Squanderer went in chase of Kitty 
Bank 

Squanderer drew alongside Kitty 
Bank early in the straight and 
though Vasant Shmde, who was 
astride Messrs Ranjit V Bhat and 
I S Mirchandani's Valoroso-milky 
Way colt, who was bred at the 
Yeravada stud by General and Mrs 
P t* Kumaramangalam, showed 
him the stick thereaftei it was only 
the uninitiated who were led to 
believe that he was undei pressure 
He wa> not and he won with much 
in reserve 

lopspin was third eight lengths 
behind Kitty Bank and thiee in 


front of Wild Blossom Reprint was 
fifth and Sunbird last snd the win 
nw’s time of »wo minutes, 40 2 S 
seconds was the slowest in die 
series, being the some s$ that cloc 
ked by Mount Everest in ^e insu’ 
gural race in Bombay in 1963 
Squanderer’s victory wu a great 
triumph for champion Bombay 
trainer Rashid Byramji who has 
now won this race four times Jlis 
other winnei& Prince Kharttnun 
(Madras — 1972), Topmost (Ben 
bay — 1974) and Commanche 
(Madras — 1976), like Squanderer, 
were also Indian Derby winners 
and all but Topmost were also win 
ners of the Bangaloie Derby 


J B Miallaradhya 
Cham-man and 
Senior Steward 
BTC, hands over 
the Turf Invita 
lion C u p to Ran 
lit Bhat (left) 
and I S Mir 
chandan, owners 
of Squanderer 



a peep into his success 


Piggott- 

think about retiring some 

B tin I ■> but I m not thinking 
about it vtiy much )usi at the 
moment said a lelaxed Lester 
Piggott aft( f ills (utstanding Derby 
tiiumph on The Minstiel at Epsom 

Piggott fui my moiiev the great 
est jockey English racing has ever 
produced was allowing a rare 
glimpse behind the bland face of 
success 

Those who know the great joc 
key well — and they number only 
8 tew. Uo Lester picks his friends 
with as much care as he selects 
Derby mounts — i ealise that he 
u a man of great charm and im 
Dish Wit but It IS infrequent for 
him ir pel mu intimatv outside a 
close tiicle 

But the barriers came down as 
he s'pped a celebiatorv glass of 
champagne and discussed his 
eighth Derby triumph 

*T thought aftei we had been so 
unlucky in the lush Guineas that 
The Minstjel just might win at 
Epsom ' he i effected 

"He’s a detent sort of horse A 


lot ef people thought he was soft 
bui I knew he was brave — and 
that counts for a lot in the Derby ’’ 

I he background to the latest of 
Lester ^ E psom triumphs, which 
began with his 19'>4 victoiy on 
Never ^av Die, is a fascinating tale 

Its ulling once again allies Pig 
gotr with his lifelong fiiend and 
most feivent admirer, the gieat 
Irish tr<.iner, Vincent O’Brien 

P.<iween them, they have won 
an init/ing total of 13 Derbys, four 
ot them in harness, and O’Brien 
is the first to acknowlc>dge the 
lockey’s vital role in this outstand 
iny achievement ^ 

The County lipperarv trainer 
had decided to scratch The Min 
strel after his defeat in the Irish 
Guineas and it needed all Piggott’s 
persuasion to alter that decision 

"After Newmarket and the Cur 
ragh 1 thought The Minstrel had 
done enough for the tune being 
and was all for taking him out of 
the Derby ” O’Brien revealed at the 
post 1 ace press conference 


“But Lester was adamant He 
told tni that we must lun at Fp 
som And when a man of his out 
standing judgment and calibie is 
so insistent it would have been 
toolish not to have agreed ’’ 

How right Piggott was is now 
a glorious pace in racing history 
but O’Brien, a man of firm opi 
nions, who normally relies on his 
own judgment, would probably nor 
have been influenced by ony other 
fellow professional 

The little Irishman was deter 
mined to buy The Minstrel when 
he IS as offered for sale at the 
Keentland Yearling Sales in Ame 
iica because this year’s Derby 
winner is closely related to Nijin 
sky, who earned off the Triple 
Crown for the O’Brien Piggott team 
in 1970 

The ^llnst^el cost 200,000 dollars 
— despite the fact that he bore no 
physical resemblance to his illus 
trious three-parts brother — but, 
as O’Brien said at the time “He 
has ti>e right blood whatever'‘he 
looks like” 

— JAMES LAWTON 
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Killer Karatok 
Develops Pulverizing 


GROW MAN GROW! 



in only 30 days. 


An you M up with buing calltd Shorty*. ‘Unit Man* or ooaii 
‘Hoy you down thoro'T 

Now foi iht fint tini in Am, ■ complcn tt«|i by-ttnp illvUrattd mtluMl tkit 
thftwt ynn hpw to odd contimoiroo to yom hoiflit, 

Bnw at Math at S tt IB cat. in {not 2 thort wttkt...or pay atthiml 
frtMnting tho NCM HEI6HT mothod fot gtowmi tilltr-whttlitr yoa'ra ytang tr 
old mtn or wtnitn No gtdgott, or stronuoui txorciiti, no ortificitl tidt Hkt 
tlwttor thoti, no tppliinct* Now Hoight it tn til now, leitntifie motBod bittd 
on tn tKlttiot Switi principio which roKtiratot tho wheto body 
Now Hoight it ronorkably tHtetivt in both nion tnd wotitn bn boon prawd m 
. thouitndt of etttt til ooor Euiopt Now spend only t ftw 

M ■ miootoi otoh doy following tho stop by stop instractions in 

2 ihort wttki, motiore yoor ktight t JjB 

1 You will find It hit intronod perhipt by pt much tt IS 
full ctntiffittrtt And rontnibtt, if you do not obttin 
tatisficttiy fttaltt, wo II refund your monty m full- j 
X imnodittoly, no Quottioni ttktd. 
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and a space Age hand build 
ing principle KARATOK can 
make vou into a two fisted 


tank of power able to take 


care of yoursetf anytime 


anywhere You 11 never again 
fear any man or turn away 


of hand 
power ‘ 
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Wbolhor It bo social succoss. 


low sports jobs or plsoiuro 
tho toll man always sstnis 
to get tbtro first 
So act NOW for t now you 
Toll up rapidly and 
pormanootly 
Bo Tsilor NOWI 
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SEND THIS COUPON TODAY 
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Ninth year of publication 
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Another import substitution 
achievement by 


for the first time in India 





Fabrication of a 
sophisticatad 
C.l. Giliad 

tube Economizer of 
the imported Foster- 
Wheeler boiler of The 
Fertilizer Corporation 
of India, Trombay 
Unit, was taken up 
as a challenge 
by Tube weld 
and completed to 
their satisfaction. 

Tuba W0ld was antrustad 
with this chaiianging 
assignmanf through Barmaeo 
Mechanical Mnginaars. 




m 


TUBE WELD 
ENGG. WORKS 
PVT. ITD. 

118 P. D'MvUo Road. 

Near Carnac Bridge. 
Boinbav-400009. 

Phone Office- 322114-15-16-17 
Factory. 4406^ 

Telex: TUBES'011-3358 
















users of 

Firestone car tyres 
are smiling. 








' V. 









Some months ago, we put an 
improved cm tyre on the mar¬ 
ket We didn't tell motorists 
about It, we didn't charge 
extra Buyers have found out 
for themselves that it lasts 
longer 

Wt en a ciisis hit ilte (.at tyie market 
wa dirin t pull off the toad In fart we 
drove hatdei mikinci our tar ty'e 
better iriit>roviri(| it I )r more impressive 
pertornianre It dor sn t /no* different 
because the bead desipn is the same 
But improvements like extra rubber on 
the shoulders have helped to inciease 
mileage Lronomy when economy is 
needed most 
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TircstoncV 


Getting better by the year. For 76 years. 
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Lakitie V^ishing Cream 


Ail over India, 
beautiful women rely on 
Lakme Vanishing Cream 
for a fair and fresh look. 

So light. So natural, 
it’s the ideal make>up Basel 


V. 
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team for the third Test against Australia 
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Top jockeys 
hit the turf 

D espite a boycov by the leading jockeys, the 
Bangalore Dei by week-end rates were gone 
through The jockeys' strHie, as fai as the Bangalore 
Turf Club IS concerned, will continue, while at the 
same time their action will spread to Bombay Pune, 
Hyderabad and Calcutta if *heir association i<> not 
recognised by August 13 

The jockeys’ demand for recognition of their 
association has been pending with all Turf authori¬ 
ties in India since 1972 They had asked for a hike 
in riding fees and liberal accident benefits — de 
mands they believe could not be concedes because 
their association was not recognised Hence their 
4B-hour ultimatum to the BTC to accord recognition 
to the |AI which cost the riders their licences 

Though the Bangalore Turf authorities succeeded 
in going through last week end’s meeting without 
the countiy’s top lockeys — apprentice jockeys from 
other centres were in the saddle - it is obvious 
that the show cannot go on foiever with substitute 
ariangements as fields are likely to dwindle because 
of the paucity of iiders 

There are always two sides of a dispute The 
Turf authorities will naturally try their best to 
ciush the concerted threats and demands of the joc 
keys, who this time are united Horse racing is big 
business and a round the-caiendar sport It is but 
natural for the jockeys to demand a larger share 
of the spoils along with owners and trainers Can 
one really expect the lockeys to remain sileni when 
sportsmen the world over are clamouring for moie^ 

In the inteiest of horse racing, which is deve 
loping fasi m this country, die Turf authorities 
and the representatives of the jockeys should come 
to an agreement It is no use standing on false pre 
stige The Turf authorities claim that the jockeys 
are adamant and that this strike is most unfortunate 
from the point of view of the owners, trainers and 
the racing public The jockeys say the Tuif auiho 
nties have delayed recognising then association and 
have thereby denied them a forum foi imptoving 
their lot The sooner the two sides sort out then 
differences the better 
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Cricket’s 
prodigal 
son 
gets a 
reprieve ... 

But should he? 

by John Thicknesse 


G eoff boycott is back m the 
England S4)uad for the third 
Test aninst Australia at Trent 
Bridge this week This must come 
as a nasty blow to the morale ot 
the anti-BoycoSlt club 
It was last month that the con 
troversial 36yeai-old opener ended 
his self-imposed thiee-year exile 
'from Test cricket by telling the 
selectors that he was available once 
more 

England’s selectors resisted any 
temptation to include him for the 
second Test an Old Trafford, but 
in die light of Dennis Amiss’s con¬ 
tinuing problems against pace the 
move looked inevitable 
I must admit to a bias against 
Boycott In general terms, 1 be¬ 
lies he is a very selfish cricketer 
who would rather make 100 for a 
losing team than 50 for a winning 
one In particular, I did not like 
die timing of his mthdravml from 
the MCC team which toured Aus¬ 
tralia in 1974-75 


For those who have forgotten, ii 
was on September 24—four weeks 
all but a dav after the team was 
picked 

Immaierial^ Maybe—but it was 
hard to believe that his tardy le 
fusal was wholly unconnected with 
the fact that 1974 had been his 
benefit year—and the season still 
had a fortnight to run when the 
selectors named the party 
In my yiew, however, there aie 
valid cricketing reasons for stick 
ing to Amiss Abysmal record as he 
has against Australia (an average 
of 15), he was beginning to repair 
It with 11 <>nd 28 not out in the 
second Test, and he has the huge 
advantage over Bowo't of familta 
rity With their bowling 

Amiss has been scrapping away 
ssrith )eff Thomson and Max Wal 
ker for the past three years, and if 
he has seen less of Len Pascoe— 
two matches—it is two more than 
the Yorkshireman 

Nei'her Thomson nor Pascoe was 


playing at Scarborough when Boy¬ 
cott made his 103 for Yorkshire 
Indeed the only time he has come 
face to face with Thomson—in 
minor ciicfcet last winter in Aus¬ 
tralia—the fast bowlei dismissed 
him fm four 

With Auv'ralla never more dan- 
get ous than when thev have iiist 
lost a lest, 1 can see how tempting 
It was fni the selectors, and cap¬ 
tain Mike Brearl^, to turn to the 
country’s technician — perhaps es¬ 
pecially at Trent Bridge, where, if 
he gets past the first hour, he could 
learn enough about the Aussie 
bowling to sat him up for the 
series 

But I had hoped they would re 
mind themselves before they suc¬ 
cumbed to It that Amiss also has a 
penchant for ’’big” hundreds (eight 
of bis 11 Test centuries have been 
150 or more), while Boycott him¬ 
self has no record to boast of 
against fast bowling 


Lloyd’s in a jam 


Now, 

C UVE LLOYD played one of the 
truly great innings of on»4ay 
cricket at gloomy Old Ti afford last 
sreek — and it ought be his last 
for Lancashire 

Relations between the great West 
Indian and his county may be rea 
chlng a critical pednt 

He scored 86 in 86 minutes after 
Lancashire had been 30 for four 
against Surr^ in the Gillette Cup 
And Lloyd fought pain in both 
knacs 


He should not have been on the 
field. 

Lloyd, now 32, has signed a re 
ported £30,000 contract for Kerry 
Packer and if one powerful body 
of opinion at Lord’s wins, he will 
be suspended from county cricket 
once he has played for Packer 

Yet if he continues playing on 
suspect knees — he had a cartilage 
operation on his left knee six wedka 
ago. 


And his right ia now reacting to 
extra strain — his career wldi Pac¬ 
ker, Lancashire uul die West In¬ 
dies could end quickly. 

Lastly he is in dispute with the 
coun^ over passages in a forth¬ 
coming book to be pubiished in his 
name 


Hit capuin David Lloyd admit¬ 
ted. **lt waa touch and go vrhether 
he played. 
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Not-soSrIght Singh ‘ 


A LL thinCB Bright and . hut 
^ wait a ndnuta, Mnifthiiig'!i 
goiM MTloutiy wrong 

la thls^ay Bright, noted Auaaie 
purveyor of spin bowling, or ia it 
Biahen Bedi, noced foi patkaa both 
bright and bcautifui? 

A lot of people at Northampton 
laat week weren’t quite aure. The 
Auatreliana declared at lunch ^e 
After the aaladi out they came to 
fteld 


Or did they? 

The problem was that, out tiiere 
among the green Aussie caps, was 
a patka. Underneath it was a beer* 
ded man ' porting sun glasses, 
Bishen Bedi? 

It wasu t It was Ray Bright, who 
bad borrowed one of Bedi's patkaa 

Mind you, before lunch events 
had been a degree leas dian bright 
or beautiful, Peter Willey and 
David Hookes had had what one 
observer prudently called a “ver¬ 
bal exenange” 

Immeiliate lesult. The Austrahan 
left bander hit Willey out of the 
ground tor two succeaaiye 6a 

End roeolt (Hookes bowled 
Willey 47) nnd Willey showing his 
dehaht in a way which would car 
tainiy not be acceptable at the 
vicar’s garden fete 

Willey explained “there had 
been au exchange of words be 
tween Hookes and myself It’s the 
kind of thing that does happen on 
the cricloM field 


“I cersainly uve the double- 
handed V-sign when 1 clean-bowled 
him, but as tar as I was concerned 
It was all in good fun 

AUSTRALIANS— First innings 
128 (Chappell 161 not out). Set 
ond innings 238 for 4 dec (Davis 
68 , Cosier 54 not out) 

NORTHANTS - First innings 
236 (Pascoe 6—68), Second innings 
115 for 1 (Virgin 66 not out) 

— JOHN DAVIES 
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Ray Bright doing a Bedi... 
not with the ball though 


Time for , 
Packer's men 

T he England Test stars vAo 
have signed for Kerry Faclwr’a 
Auatraiian television cri»et circus 
vrlll be given uptil Octobm' 1 to 
change their minds. 

If they don’t, the famous four— 
Tony Greu Afam Knott, Derek 
Underwood and Dennis Amiaa — 
will be banned from Test cricket 

Tbe deadline, 1 understand, is 
inclitdad in Test and County Cric¬ 
ket Boerd recommendations which 
were considered by the Cricket 
Council last week. 

No statenlcnt was issued after 
the two-hour meeting, but h is rea¬ 
sonable to assume that tbe council, 
the game’s highest auAonty in 
Engiaad adopted the T.C.CJl atti¬ 
tude for its rmeaenutions to the 
International Cricket Conferwace 
at Lord’s this waefc 

This is tbe crucial meeting of all 
the Teat-playtng countiiea which 
vdll deci^ bow to combat the 
threat from Packer who haa signed 
51 of the world’s top players fer 
his pirate senes in Australia 
The question of the Packer re¬ 
cruits legisterad with Engiidi coun- 
lies—diey include West Indians, 
Pakistanis and South Africans as 
well as tbe four current En^and 
players plus John Snow—^wul be 
dealt with by the TC.CB at iu 
summer meeting on August 5 

Again suspension » the threat 
for those vdio go ahead and plw 
lor Packer though some are al¬ 
ready believed to be having second 
thoughu and top legal advica is 
available about me terms of their 
con tracts 

So cricket is geared for the show 
down in what began as a domestic 
quairel ever Austndian television 
rights bu* has escalated into a wai 
between Packer and tbe world’s 
cricket authorities 

— PAT GIBSON 


Figures are fun 

raiHE feat of taking 7 or more 
^ wickets in a Test innings has 
been accomplished 177 times, in 
eluding the latest instance of 7 for 
78 bylkib Willis in the 1977 Lord’s 
Test — the 79th time it has been 
recorded foi England Auatraiian 
bowlers have done it SO times for 
their country, Indians and South 
Africans 14 tunes apiece. West In¬ 
dies 13, Pakistan S times, and New 
Zealand only twice 

Hereunder is the complete list 

8 for 43 H Verity England v 
Aus 1934. 


-(Seven or more )— 

8 for 51 n L Underwood Eng 
land V Pak 1974 

8 for 53 R A L Massie Austra 
ha V Eng 1972 

8 for 84 R A 1 Massie Austra 
lia V Eng 1972 

7 for 32 D L Underwood Eng 
land V N7 1969 

7 for .lb G Ulyrti England v 
Aus 1884 

7 for 39 J B Statham England 
V Sa 1955 • 

7 foi 44 1 L Bailey England v 
W1 195-' 


Follow ’em 
-with BBM 

7 for 49 A V Bedsei England 
v Jnd 1946 

7 for 52 R Tattersail Fnglaiid 
V SA 1951 

7 for 61 H Veritv Fngland v 
Aus 1934 

7 for 65 S I Pcglcr South 
AfrKa V Eng 1912 

7 for 78 R C D Willis England 
v Aus 1977 

7 for 88 E Jones Ausuaiia v 
Eng 1899 

7 for 128 A E E Vogler South 
Africa V Eng 1907 
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Calcutta soccer 


The Bagan flaw 


E ast Bengal cam« on* step 
cloaer to the Cclcutu Senior 
, Division Football League title when 
Mohun Bavin dropped their third 
point white failing to beat Moham¬ 
medan Sporting. East Bengal so far 
have not dropped a point and, un¬ 
less there is a near-miracle, they 
should regain the league title they 
lost last year to Mohun Bagan after 
an uninterrupted run of success 
fcHT six years. 

Ihe bask flaw in the Mohun 
Bagan attack — from the start of 
the season this year — was again 
in evidence on July 23 on home 
ground. The entire plan seemed to 


be to crowd the penalty area and 
buU-dose the bell into the goal. De¬ 
spite this foolish aim, Mtmun Ba- 
gu bad at least three ’’sitters”. 
Fading star Subhas Bhowmik muf¬ 
fed ell of them to ensure Mohun 
Began’s exit from the league strug¬ 
gle, because it is quite inconceiv¬ 
able that leaders East Bengal will 
let, three points slip by. 

In fact, the game could have 
even gone Midtammedan forcing’s 
way. The underdogs started strong¬ 
ly. with Latifuddin, Aziz and Mir 
&ijjad combining Mfectively, with 
support from veteran Paul l^j in 
midfield. Latif and Aziz at one 


stage were juggling with the ball 
with just one attqppmr-beck and a 
belplM foalkeaper looking oh. 
They took so mudt time to dwkic 
who would score that they were 
dispossessed. 

But, after an evenly-fought first 
seesioa, it was Mohun idl 

the wa^ It was pathetic to see 
Shyam rasps being brought in te 
replace an injured Habib with just 
20 minutes to go. There was an ex¬ 
tra edge to the attack tvith Thapa’s 
entry, tMN this did not mean goals. 
Bhowmik, who had volleyed one 
adcew in the first half, went a step 
further when he banged the ball 
into the prostrate goalkeeper and 
then blew the ball over e comple¬ 
tely unguarded goal. 

Whenever the Mohun Bagan de- 



Man of the match Tanm Bose, Mohammedan Sporting goalkeeper collects 
from a BUIesh Bose heatier 


8 


SPORTSWEEK, July 31, 1977 






fence w«* it proved to Iw 

•heky. The lone exception wee Pre- 
dip Cfaoudhury end, to en extent, 
right fullbeck Compton Dutte. Cep- 
tein Subreu Bhettecherjee will 
heve to etart etudying the besics of 
defence all over again. And Sudhir 
Karmakar should now call it a day. 
Gauum Sarkar was, a hard-working 
medio, bift he was more destruc¬ 
tive than constructive. And Prasun 
Banneriee, «vho began the season 
like a Ilcm, was reduced to just a 
harmless cat who hardly came out 
victorious even in a one-to-one tac¬ 
kle. In the forward line, Bidesb 
Bose made deep inroads with bis 
speed, but his desire to score even 
from (Q£|cult angles messed things 
up ior his side. Subhas Bhowmik, 
the other flankman, should now 
gracefully retire. The amount of 
time and space he needs for every 
move will give even a schoolb^ 
time to recover and defend. Habib 
and Akbar were both off-colour, 
the former being marked very 
closely and also repeatedly fouled. 
The change of goalke^er, from 
Biswajit Das to Shivaji Banerjee, 
had at least one effect: it kept the 
fans happy 

For Mohammedan Sporting, the 
frontline worked like a well-oiled 
machine for the first twenty minu 
tes or s(>. Latifuddin was outstand¬ 
ing, with Sajjad and Aziz doing 
good work. Subramaniam was a 
trifle slow. The medios were also 



Tiirun Bose makes a save from an Akbar push 


slow, though Sukumar Mukherjet- 
was a good spoiler and Paul Raj 
managed to send a few defence- 
splitting pa.s!ies, The defence wor¬ 
ked very well, particularly veteran 
Asokelal Banerjee 

But the match belonged to Ta ' 
run Bose, the custodian who has 
lepresented the country. East Ben¬ 
gal and Mohun Began. He was Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting’s mainstay and 
the one player who came between 
Mohun Bagan and victory. His dis¬ 
play still keeps him as India's best 
goalkee|>er ip the seventies 


ARIJIT 

SEN 


Bhowmik at the Mdiammedan Sporting goalmouth. Paul 
Raj and Habib watch anxiously 


Pla: 

NIKHIL 
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Indians miss the bu.s 


Athletics- 

A VAIN attempt at bolting the 
stable door long after the 
horse hat fled is the modus ope- 
randi in fashion among the coun¬ 
try's teidon of sports adtninistra- 
tors, and the recent f^otestation 
of the Amateur Athletic Federation 
of India secreury Kirpal Singh is 
very much in that gene. 

On the announcement of the 
selection of only five athletes from 
India in the Asian squad for the 
coming World Cup athletic cham- 
ionship at Dusseldorf, Kirpal 
tngh sent a letter of protest to 
the secretary of the Asian Amateur 
Athletic Association. 

The fault does not lie with the 
AAAA which met at Seoul (July 
2 } to make a paper selection of the 
Asian contingent, but very much 
with the powers that be in the 
AAFI. It was their callousness that 
deprived many ocher Indian athle¬ 
tes of tneir ri^iful place in the 
Asian team. 

After the cancellation of the 
third Asian athletic meet, the 
AAAA was left with no other al¬ 
ternative but to make a paper selec¬ 
tion on the performances of Asian 
athletes during the 1976-77 season. 

While the athletes from Japan 
and Scuth Korea had the advantage 
of performing on sophisticated tar¬ 
tan tracks, and the experience of 
international contests, our athletes 
were performing on much slower 
grass or cinder (?) tracks at home 
only. Ihis definitely put our track 
stars at a great disadvantage. Our 
athletes had not competed in inter¬ 
national meets after the Montreal 
Olympic Games (August 1976). 

This situation did not arise out 
of a paucity of opportunities of in¬ 
ternational contests. In fact several 
invitations, espt^ially for Sriram 
Singh and Shivnath Singh, just 
yellowed thrnueh its sedentary life 
in the files of the AAFI. 

One result of the infighting in 
the AAFI is the sufferance of the 
poor athletes who have sweated it 
out throughout the year just for 
this opportunity and honour. Even 
the last trial of strength before the 
slated Asian meet, the Open athle¬ 
tic meet, was held at Chandigarh 
on one of the slowe.st grass tracks. 

Such an important men: should 
always be held on the fastest sur¬ 
face available in the country. The 

E erformance of the athletes should 
e the prime consideration, and not 
the appeasement of influentiai fac¬ 
tions in the federation. 

Even the cancellatiou of the 
Asian meet, and the evident paper 
selection of the Asian athletes, was 
known to persons in and outside 
die AAFI much before the Open 
meet. But this was not revealed, else 
the Open meet could have been 


shifted to the faster NIS (Patiala) 
or the Railway Stadium (New 
Delhi) tracks which are in close 
proximity of Chandigarh. 

India lost the final opportunity 
of presenting the case of its athle¬ 
tes at the Seoul meeting when 
they did not send the only legiti¬ 
mate representative L. R. Khanna, 
the vice-president of the AAAA. 
Instead they resolved at the Ropar 
meeting that Umrao Singh would 
attend the meeting. This was not 
possible as the Seoul meeting 
was of the executive committee of 
which Umrao Singh is not a mem¬ 
ber, while Khiinna is. 

It was only his experience of in¬ 
ternational contests that enabled 
Milkha Singh (fourth at the 1960 
Rome Olympics) and Gurbachan 
Singh Randhawa (fifth at the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics) to make a mark 
on the international scene. What a 
pity that Sriram and Shivnath mis¬ 
sed the boat. 

For this indifferent attitude, the 
guilty desm've nothing better than 
Being publicly tarred and feathered. 

The AAAA has selected 45 ath¬ 
letes from 13 countries to compete 
in Dusseldorf coining September. 
Japan ha.s the highest representa- 
ticn tallowed by South Korea and 
India. Only four athletes will be 
competing in more than one event. 



Shivnath Singh ... victim of 
offitiw apathy 


The team ts: 

MEN 

JAPAN: Toshio Toyora (100m.}. 
Tuahashi Isbii (1,500 m.), Unddd 
Kita (5,000 m.), Taahiaki Knawta 
(10,000 mu). Mas ay a 9iiiitaku 
(3,000 m. steeplechase), TakashJ 
Nagao (400 m. hurdles arid 4 x 400 
m. relay), Junkhi Usui (long 
jump), Toshlaki Inque (triple 
jump). Itsuo Takanesawa (pole 
vault), 

INDIA: Uday Praldiu (400 m.). 
Sriram Sin^ (800 m.), Bahadur 
Singh (shot put), Pravemi Kumar 
(discus throw). 

THAILAND: Suchart Jaisura- 

parp (100 m.), An ait Ratnapol 
(4 X 100 m. relay). 

PAKISTAN; Muhammad Munir 
(javelin throw), 

MALAYSIA; Ishtiaq Mubarak 
Ahmed (110 m. hurdles), Ramli 
Ahmed (4 x 100 m. relay). 

IRAN: Teymoor Ghiasi (high 
jump), Mohd. Reza F. n t e z a r i 
(4 X 400 m. relay). 

SOUTH KQREA: Noh Kyung- 
Yeal (hammer throw), Oh Sae Jin 
(4 X 100 m. relay), Ku Bon Chil 
(4 X 400 m. lelay). 

QATAR: F u r h a n Selmin El- 
remeihy (4 x 100 m. relay). 

TAIWAN: Pan P o u n g Tsong 
(4 X iOO m. relay), Wong Roung 
Hwa (4 X 400 m. relay). 

WOMEN 

ISRAEL; Esther Rot (100 m. and 
4 X 100 m. relay). Pazit Fabian 
<800 m.). 

JAPAN; Emiko Konishi (200 
m.), Junke Yoshitomi (1,500 m.), 
Sumie Awara (long jump), Tamani 
Yagi (high jump), Keiko Myaki 
(javelin throw), Keiko Nagasawa 
(4 X 400 m. relay). 

BURMA; Than Than (400 m.). 

SINGAPORE: K. Jityamani (3,000 

m.). 

SOUTH KOREA: Paik Ok-ja 
(shot put and discus throw), Lm 
£ nn Ja (4 x 100 m. relay), Kim 
Kyung Sank (4 x 400 m. rwy). 

INDONESIA: Carolina Rieuw- 

passa (4 X 100 m. and 4 x 400 m. 
relay). 

INDIA: Anusuya Bat (4 x 100 m. 
relay). 

MALAYSIA: Marina Chin (4 x 
300 m. relay)- 

IRAN: Tourari Shadpour (4 x lOO 
m. relay). 

TAIWAN: Jian Lai-lih (4 x 400 
m. relay). Hwang Chiu-ging (4 x 
400 m. relay). 

— HOSEY MISTRY 
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Nis, D^l- 

O VER tlM yMf*, acdviticc at the 
Delhi Centre of the National 


Inidtiite ef Sports have, fathered 
lEmraentuiB. From a coaching cen¬ 
tre, it has become «training ground 
for actional gnd international com¬ 
petitors. Thet is mainly because 
M the dedication of the coaches 
concerned. Chie of them is the for¬ 
mer Soudimrn Punjab and Railway 
Xgitji Trophy star, Gurcharan 
Singh who left a lucrative job in 
the Railways to devote time to 
youngsters. 


A short, stocky man, full of 
energy and enthusiasm, Gurcharan 
Singh has turned out to be a sort of 
a hero with the lOOnidd youngsters 
who turn up for cricket practice at 
the Centre. As a cricketer himself, 
Gurcharan was never a model for 
the conventional, discerning eyes. 
But he produced runs where they 
were wanted and took wickets too. 
But as a coach he is a stickler for 
correctness, and regularity in atten¬ 
dance. 


And he has produced results. 
Kirti Azad, that anractive stroke- 
player has already played agaiast 
a foreign ream and Hari Gidwani, 
another splendid strokeplayer had 
made more dtan his mark in the 
Ranji and Duleep matches. Surin- 
der Khanna, Hari Gidwani and M. 
R. Bhalla, the latter a line left-arm 
spinner, all played for combined 
universities and Bballa these days 


’’V' '' ■' ■'? ' ' 


A force to 

represents Bihar in the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy. Among other notable products 
of this coaching are Zeeshan Mo¬ 
hammad, -Harsh Mathur, Sandeep 
Sachdeva, Karunpal, TilakRaj, Pa- 
wan Arora, Ranjit.Pradeep Kochar, 
Pradeep Kanodia and of course 
Jagdeep Singh. Almost all of them 
have done well in competitive cric¬ 
ket, particularly Delhi Schools and 
North Zone Schools. 

’ In addition to the regular six 
hours practice, two in the morning 
and four in die evening, Gurcharan 
and his fellow coach, V. Bhatnagar, 
enter the N.t.S. teams in the var¬ 
ious tournaments in and around 
I^lhi in the long ho( summer Ma¬ 
son and quite often Gurcharan him¬ 
self takes die field. 

Good year 

As a matter of fact, N.l.S. Delhi 
have become a force to reckon with 
in the capital. They have done ex¬ 
ceedingly well in the past four or 
five years and this year, came up 
with the best record, winning three 
of the four tournaments they took 
part. 

The N.l.S. trainees team entered 
the annual Lallu Mandhatta Tour- 



reckon with 

nament for the first time diis year 
and claimed the team title and plus 
three of the four inditndual awards. 
And mind you the oi^ositkm was 
not to be just .written off. They too 
had their spill of Ranji Troi^y 
stars with l^mesh .Saxena bmng 
one tof the prominent players. In 
the Hot Weather Cricket Tourna¬ 
ment organised by the D.D.C.A- 
they reached the semi-final stage 
and they were beaten by the wic¬ 
ker and State Bank of India. 


The team claimed the Jamesh 
Cricket Tournament title too. A 
tournament meant for under-lSs, 
N.l.S. won all their matches in con¬ 
vincing fashion and here too claim¬ 
ed individual awards made by the 
organizers. 

It has indeed been a good year 
for the N.I.S. cricket team but what 
is more important is the wealth of 
talent Gurcharan appears to find 
in these young boys who come to 
him at the age of eight 

Gurcharan and Bhatnagar are 
not after kudos but they certainly 
deserve appreciation and praise for 
the splendid effort they have put 
in the last seven years. 

—SW Correspondent 



Ceach Gurcharan Singh . > , here of a 100-<>dd lads . . . puts them through fficir paces 
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BADMINTON RACKETS 

Winners an tfie way 


CHALLENGE Superlite 

with fibre crescent 

02 in weiqtit with extid strong frame 
made of 4 layers of selected white ash and 
walnut veneer—reinforced with vuuanised filire 
overlay. To give added punch a walnut throat 
fitted with tempered and tapered steel shaft with 
tjremium grade leather grip Handle is machine 
cut, squared and tapered to give the right feel 
and balance 

Also SYMONIDS SPORTSHIRTS in a wide 
range of delightful colours 



SPORTS GOODS 

AMOtSIG THE wdRLD'S BEST 

Marketed by 

A. H. Wheeler Cl Co. Pvt. Ltd. 

15. Elgin Road, Allahabad 211 001 
Phones 2245 3762 
Cable S;,YMONOS. ALLAHABAD 
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BRWUY intt nwar- 
d«d wMi <}te ci^tain^ for 
The a^Of within minutot of lead- 
iac Enahmd to a nine-wicket vic¬ 
tory over Australia in the second 
Test 

Se4d!niittcdi he had rarely play¬ 
ed (setter than at Old Trafrord in 
Sound’s second innings in scoring 
44 of the 82 runs vdikh secured 
.England's first win in 14 home 
Tests. 

That made the selectors’ decision 
to reappoint him equally strai^f- 
forwaid ... in sharp contrast to 
die thorny questions they have to 
answer before the third Test at 
Trent Bridge. , 

They range from the probable 
recall of Geoff Boycott to the pos¬ 
sible exclusion of Tony Greig—and 
perhaps the rest of Kerry Packer’s 
pirates. 

Yet England’s problems, for a 
change, seem so much lighter than 
Australia’s, whose limitations have 
been so bluntly exposed. 

Skipper Greg Chappell could 
scarcely conceal his disgust at bat¬ 
ting which lacked character and 
fielding which was the worst I have 
seen by an Australian side. 

“Lack of application was the 
main fault.’’ he admitted. 

“We were down from early on 
the first day and never really 
fought back, apart from our bowl¬ 
ing on Saturday. That is not good 
enough. You have got to fight over 
five days. 

“There were a number of unfor¬ 
ced errors brought about by lack 
of concentration. We were not des¬ 
perate enougji to win.’’ 

Whatever you say about Eng¬ 
land, you can never accuse them of 
that — especially since Breorley 
has manag^ to maintain the won¬ 
derful team spirit Greig established. 

“It has a lot to do with Greig." 
admitted Brearley. “The thing he 
did, I did and Ken Barrington (the 


Carry on. 



manats) did was to encourage 
everyone Co have a say, and by die 
end we were getting idees from 
everybody.” 

That kind of togetherness cur¬ 
rently makes England a far more 
formidable outfit, giving. Brearley 
every reason to believe: “I am con¬ 
vinced we have the nucleus of a 
side to regain the Ashes. 

“But I will try to play each 
game as it comes. I have said all 
along that we are two very even 


sides—and we still are. We just 
had the rub of the green this time,” 

Certainly things went right for 
England on the way to dieir first 
win over their greatest rivals since 
idelboume in 1975 and only their 
second in the last 14 meetings. 

But Chappell is too big a man 
to hide bmind that as an ex,cuse 
tor what, by Australian standards, 
was a pfOtty inept performance. , 

-- PAT GIBSON 


A double handicap 


I APPLAUD the decision to hand 
Mike Brearley the England 
captaincy for the re.':i of tlie series. 

Throughout his years with Mid¬ 
dlesex, Brearley has proved jiiin- 
self to be an astute leader with a 
very good tactical brain. Clearly, 
he is the best man to lead Eng¬ 
land at the moment. 

i diought he played better than 
I’ve ever seen him at this level in 
England’s second innint^. 

On the face of it, it looked a 
simple job to get 79 runs to win. 

But, for four overs. Jeff Thomson 
bowled his quickest this summer. 
And I don’t think many batsmen 
could have handled him better 
dian Brearley did. 

In conqiarison, Dennis Amiss, 
who has a lot more experience than 
Brearley at this level, suffered. 

Brearley always looked the more 
assured and this simply underlined 
his growing confidence in playing 
pace bowling of this sort. 


Mike took on the England cap¬ 


taincy under a double handicap. 
He had to prove himself not only 
as a leader but also had the added 
pressure of establishing himself as 
a Test batsman. 

He cannot be faulted, for his 
handling Of the side so far. He has 
had that little bit of luck ail good 
skippers need. 

T think it would be. foolish to 
write off the Australians. They've 
got a very u.seful attack, and, 
throughout the years, bowlers have 
won matches. 

If they can find the batsmen to 
give them a reasonable start I don't 
believe they will adlow England to 
romp away with me sm'ies. 

1 think chat England are :he 
better of the two sides at the mo¬ 
ment. 

And, from experience. I know it 
makes a world of difference to the, 
confidence of a side to go one-up 
this early in a series. 


JIM LAKER 



MBce Bmriey at full stretch . > . leset his cap but not his crowM 
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Tfirit Irldgfe flashback- 
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An innings of a life-time 


T he Test venue of Trent 
Bridge, Nottingham, has a 
■ pecial claim to fame in the 
hiMory ‘lof Anglo-Australian cri* 
cket It is a noteworthy fact that 
ever since 1S99, in which year a 
full series <of five Tests between 
Eni^and and Australia was play* 
nd for the first time on En^iw 
soil, this historic ground alwa^ 
had the distinction to open the 
series in those years of (he Aus¬ 
tralian visit to England when 
Trent Bridge was the rostv 
Test grounds, since it altenwbsd 
with Edgbaston in Birmingham 
which shared the honour to s^e 
the first Test of each series. The 
break with this tradition came in 
1972 when Old Trafford in Man¬ 
chester opened the series, with 
Trent Bridge shifting to third 
Test as is the case this year too. 

In a total of 12 Anglo-Austra- 
lian Tests at Trent Bridge, England 
has won only- twice in 1905 and 
1930; whilst Australia has record¬ 
ed three victories here in 1921, 
1934 and 1948. The remaining 
aeven Nottin^am Tests were 
drawn in 1^ 1926, 1938, 1953 
1956,M964, and 1972. 

The first-ever Test at Trent 
Bridge on June 1-3, 1899, marked 


the end of an era and the bdfein- 
nlng of anodier, in as much as it 
signalled W. G. Grace’s final Teat 
appearance at the age of 50 and 
the simultaneous Test debut of an 
Australian and an Eng^iriiman, 
both eventually to be among -the, 
game’s all-time m-eau — Victor 
Trumpet and Wilfred Rhodes. 

This same match was made even 




B. J. T. Boaan- 

? iaet . . . best 
igures in a Test 
at Trent Bridge 


K. S. Ranjitainliji 
. . . one of hb 
finest innhigi 


more memoraMe by K.. S. JUia|ie- 
•inhji in one of hit fiaoat InniiiA 
An Ausandfen second inninw «w* " 
clhration loft Bngland about four 
hours to makt 290 to win. At 10 ter 
3 and 19 for 4, defeat loomed largo 
until the incomparoMo Ranjl, bat-' 
ting at No. 5, tow complete cnarga 
and k^t the Aussies at bay 93 
not out in a close-of-matcfa score of 
155 for 7 — a defensive innioga 9t 
• supreim skill on a wearing ^tch 
on which no one ebe could fop 28. 

The next Nottingham Test in 
1905 was an England victory 
engineered by B. J. T. Bosanouet, 
who perfected die googly. His 8 for 
107 IS still the best innings bowl- 
Ibg anal 3 rsis in any of the 29 Tests 
contested at Trent Bridge by seven 
Test-playing countries. 

The third Anglo-Australian 
match in sequence at Nottingham 
in 1921 was a decisive Ausne win 
for Warwick Armstrong’s Invin- 
cibles — arguably considered by 
many as Australia's most formid¬ 
able Test side ever, spearheaded 
by the fast bowling combination of 
Gregory and McDonald, who be¬ 
tween them took 16 of the 20 En&. 
lish wickets which fell in this Test. 


Another great Australian bowl¬ 
ing pair — this time a spin com¬ 
bination — Grimmett and O’Reilly 
took 19 of the 20 English wickets 
which fell in the 1934 Nottingham 
Test to give Australia another re¬ 
sounding win in a thrilling finish 
with just ten minutes to spare, 
O’Reilly taking 7 for .54 —- the best 
bowling figures by an Australian in 
any Test at Trent Bridge. 

Although England had won in 
1930 at Nottingham (thanks to the 
evergreen Jack Houbs who top- 
scored in both innings with 7fi sm 
74 at the age of 47) and Don Brad¬ 
man’s all-conquering team bad 
smashed England in the 1948 Trent 
Bridge Test (with 5M the highest 
Australian total in any Test on tfait 
ground), the 1938 match at this 
venue will live long in memory ter 
the many racords it aet up and hjr 
reason of an incandescent innlnga 
by Stan McCabe of such overpower¬ 
ing brilliance that it beewnb a 
once-in-a-lifetiine trait for dioae 
lucky enough to have seen it 

After Bamtoond won the toaa, 
England began widi a maaaivia 219- 
rutt opening stand between Leo 
Hutton (100) and the ludkJeaa 
Charlie Barnett (126) who wig tra¬ 
gically ttrandid on 99 not out it 
lunch in a total of 169 for uo Ifisa, 
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«oiBiiid*d^ lilt ontonr ik* tfn 

tfetr tbt IWOTkl Baglmd 

tttMOhroOtrtd oiii wi& «iMra ccn> 
tmy ki tb* iBniaM fratv 4w fkata< 
ing likdt et 1>M& ClMapton (102); 
UM il%«a *Imi clMurt wm nitrci* 
ltHkaM*^<nid on, tirttii • tibird no- 
vmr tMd at Notti» 
Atmt la a T«tt bsr any country^ 
Eddic Payator #at on 216 not out 
— England** lii|iii**t individual 
agn* in any Taat at 71«nt Bridge 
agatMit' AxutraUa. 


' Wklcats fell ateadi^ in the Aua* 
ttnUan inninga, at Stan McCabe 
Idii partner after partner whllat 
bMlmg on with tuperladve tkitl 
and tremendous attacking power. 
No one could stay widi him long, 
but McCabe almost singlebanded 
pulled Australia over the 400*mark 
in what Neville Cardus vividly de*. 
cnribod as an iniungs of "heroic 
looelhieaa”. 


The statistics ot McCabe's amnOf 
ing innings make fantastic reading. 
Battii^ at No. A he scored 232 — 
the hii^est by an Australian in any 
Test at Nottingham — in 23S minu. 
tes with 34 fours and a six. The 
latter part of his innings beggars 
description, as McCabe drove; cut, 
pulled and slaved with ferocious 
power, yet with unbelievable artis< 


Stan McCabe . . . blur . 
of dasslement ^ 


try, grace and certitude of execu¬ 
tion. He added 170 to the total 
whilst his last four partners scored 
38. 

The last half-hour of his innings 
was a blur of dazzlement Whiut 
last-man-in Fleetwood-Smitfa some¬ 
how survived 18 balls and collected 
5 runs, McCabe scored 72 out of 
the last wicket stand of 77 in 28 
minutes. His second hundred bad 
been geared to a breakneck rate 
of 109 runs Mr hour — his last 
127 after lunch coming in 80 minu¬ 
tes. When he was last man out, he 
had taken the score from 111 for 2 
to 411 all out. In other words, 
Mc(^abe made 232 out of 300 addetl 
whilst he was at the crease, and 
this included 10 extras, which 
moans that hit eight partners be¬ 
tween them could put together, a 
more 58 runs! 

No wonder Ray Robinson ac* 
claimed it as "an achievement with¬ 
out parallel in international cric¬ 
ket." Among the 30,000 enthralled 
spectators was Don Bradman, the 
Australian captain in this Test who 
had made the second hiidiett score 
of SI after McCeWs 232. Watehihg 
his youthful vicecaptain in vigor¬ 
ous actimi. the Don wgod his tesm- 
mates to leave the oKaaingroDm 
and come out on the balcony with 
those immortal words: "Come and 
sae. this. Don*t miss a minute of 
it -You'll mver see the like of it 
agMn." 
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Tennis notes 


What a match! 


XjdfiB Bont . . it ibumaii^ 
«tt cmn/t 


V|^ H£h Borg and Gerulaitn 
™ emerged to take hold of the 
famed arena, these two blond 
gtanis of the game might have had 
Mime inkling that the match they 
were about to play was to be a 
feast worthy of the *etling and 
occasion Ihey had been practising 
together for much of the previous 
weel( and theiefore knew each 
otherV game in vivid detail They 
also knew they were b6th playing 
well 

Add u this, then speed and phy 
steal condition, both vital factors 
in their ability to anticipate and 
run down each other s shots The 
recipe ior a match of high quahtv 
was well made 

Mur even the knots ledge of all 
that did not prepaic one for the 
level ot skill and stamina produced 
ovei niOM than thiee hours by 
these intompaiable athletes It was 
not just that they produced breath 
taking tennis but that, having set 
a certain standatd of play right 
fiom the stait, they were able to 
mnntain il through a hfth set that 
defied probability 

By then even men as fit as Borg 
and Geiulaitls must have been feel 
lug the stiain But it was never 
BMiarent Shots weie still blasted 
off the waim turf at electiifvutg 
speeds hist selves weie still flash 
ing into the corners of the couit 
and overheads were still taken at 
lull stutch and full power And 
more incredibly Still, both players 
were running like stags to reach 
foi 1 etui ns that would have been 
suitendered by most players long 
betoic a match had entered its 
third houi 

The Ltowd did not take long to 
appreciate what they were seeing 
The powei hitting of both men 
battering each other in rally aftei 
rally, yrn' as spectacular as any- 
thiny one has witnessed on the 
Centre I ouri and. Once in the 
iouri'i game of the third set when 
Boig curtailed another amazing ex 
change with a hi^ forehand pass 
that sizzled past Gerulaitis’ flailing 
racket, the whole arena seemed to 
gasp at the wonder of it ail 

rhiuughout the match, Bmg had 
been tiying to shake Vitas idf his 
tail and had never quite succeeded 
And when one dubious line call 
upset the Swede's concentration at 
2*2 in the fifth which contributed 
to B|uin losing his serve at love. 
It seemed that he might have 
failed fot the first time in the 
match Vitas was ahead, and Borg 
looked down 

Bui It was there that the New 
Yorker's nerve failed him Having 
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bm Kk bjrii frdct rumiiiig l«t«- 
h«nd p«iM trom Borg, VitM failed 
to come Ut^ behind nia serve and 
paid die price. Law whan he did 
chme in, Geralaitis* volley sudden¬ 
ly lacked that vital bite and, at 
last, a; seiriout .weakness was dls- 
eera^ie a chink had eppcered 
in the peMact ermour of tbtm two 
blond .kninhts. 

So Borg brdce back and at 7-6, 
predoeed the perfect lob for which 
GarulaidS leapt but could not 
reach. A point later, a trOly great 
tennis'miatch was over. 

— RICHARD EVANS 


’ I . "i ’’ '' ,' ' ' ' "•* ■.r,_ 

;^on 'Wers^ and always are. total. 
On-eWirt W HvesMn anodier iforld. 

A 

Chris Evert was the same' until 
recently. , Now the Ice Maiden 
seems to be mdting a bit and be¬ 
coming nu>re charming. But she 
, npver allows herself to becOine dis¬ 
tricted though she did admit to 
some human fvailtly when, after 
losing tb Virginia Wade, she said: 
'nnhe thought . of losing did not 
bother me 3 $ it usually does." 

Most champions, and certainly 
all great ones, show the same lack 
' of emotion whatever is going on. 


Borg Is human 


^OMEETTTION can only become 
^ hotter and the tension.^ greater 
in prOlessional tennis. Twenty-five 
men won more than £50,000 each 
last year and there is even more 
money available now. 


Laver, winning or losing, always 
wore ‘the same deadpan expres¬ 
sion. Stan .Smith and A.she looked 
. totally relaxed whatever the situa- 
' tion even though they may have 
been burning inside. 


difiterent. He says^ "Wben a con-, 
hroveraial point is candd,' I 
siirug it «df. If 1 play a bad mm' 
I laugh at n^ysetf. You should 
never let an opponent know you 
are down^ Out on court it’s a 
psycboloii^al battle as well as a 
tennis match." 

Borg never looks relaxed- Nor. 
does he respond to Ul-fortune, good 
shots or bad. He is like a blood¬ 
hound on the scent. Only when he 
has won does he let his feelings 
loose. That leap in the air with his 
arms upstreicbed, that Viking yell 
at his moment of victory against 
Connors told it all- The wision' 
was over and he exploded at die 
moment of triumph to show that 
he is as human as the rest of us.. 


Off court, if not on it. 


Arthur Ashe. 1975 Wimbledon 
champion, said last year: "There 
are 100 men playing pro tennis 
who, on .’ny day. can beat any of 
the top 30.'** 

But that is now an under-state- 
mept. John McEnroe, the youngest- 
ever Wimbledon semi-finaiist, is 
currently ranked 22.1 in the world! 

What then is the secret of Bjorn 
Borg's success? How has this so- 
talented Swede come to win Wim¬ 
bledon twice running when only 
21 and in the face of a standard 
of professional competition not ex¬ 
ceeded overt in the years when Rod 
Laver and John Newcombe were at 
their peaks — vying with each 
other for Wimbledon and the, 
world'.s No. 3 spot. 

Vitas Geruiaitis, the New York 
playboy whom Borg beat in one of 
Wimbledon’s outstanding matches 
of the past decade, puts it this 
way; "Borg's temperament is so 
good that you never know what he 
is thinking. He is the only guy 
playing tennis who rarely questions 
a line decision. He is out there just 
to play tennis." 

I agree with this, I watched! 
Borg’s final against Jimmy Con¬ 
nors from a special platfmrm so 
close to the Centre Court that I 
could see every chiitge of expres¬ 
sion on the players* faces. And ra¬ 
rely did Borg lose his inscrut¬ 
ability. He kept his head and eyes 
down, his mouth slif^tly open, 
shoulders arched, walked briskly 
between the' points and games atpil 
just got. on with the match whan 
ever was han^ening. 

Even Jeck Nickkus allowed him¬ 
self a wy smile or two in the final 
. round "ef Hie Open goif when hr 
missed a coiqile of short putts. But 
not Borg, Coocdotration and dedi- 


Newcombe’s attitude was slightly — ROY McKELVIE 



Chris Evert . . . thaw in the ice 
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Soccer talk- In 

Latif—a 

^ ORMER international Abdul 
t ^ Latif is a sad man. A foot¬ 
baller who for a decade and a half 
" has served and represented three 
States — Karnataka, Bengal and 
Andhra Pradesh — has just passed 
ouc of what is considered to be the 
best football course in the country, 
conducted by the Netaji Subhas 
National Institute of Sports at 
Bangalore. 

Latif feels the ten-month course 
is largely a farce. “A lot of money 
is being spent for nothing at all. 
Do you know that most of the 
trainees who come out with cer¬ 
tificates can db nothing to better 
the standards of football in the 
country?” 

The NSNIS, he feels, should 
not allow people with no idea of 
the game to go through a course. 
"There were several graduates 
and M. Ai s who enrolled. But 
they did not know how to even kick 
the ball or trap it properly. How 
will they be able to coach young¬ 
sters? If practical aiwlication of 
the various theoretical lessons can¬ 
not be given, by these new coa¬ 
ches, what will the boy.s learn?” 

Latif feels there should be a 
Separate . course for Olympian.s 
and other India players of yester- 
|fear. “If you keep seven days to 
show us the push-pass, isn’t it a 
waste of rime? And if you put us 
with people who have never play¬ 
ed the game in their lives, isn’t it 
quite demoralising for us?” 

Latif, who U coaching the Moham¬ 
medan Smarting team in Cal¬ 
cutta this season—after going 
through the NSNIS course from 
July 197$ to April 1977 — says 
fiiere should be a sqiecialiscd 
' course for those who have pia.ved 
the game at the highest level. 
“Tbete are many who have not 
even matriculated. But there are 
eniuses among them who could 
e of great service to the coun¬ 
try. Why aren't the authorities 


sad man 


utilising their services? A man 
like Kinu, chief football cewch in 
the Bangalore unit, feels that this 
should be done immediately. But 
his proposal has been turned down 
by the Patiala authorities. 

"1 feel this is being.done be¬ 
cause cf Punjabi dominance in 
the NSNIS. If OiymiHans are al¬ 
lowed to take coaching irrespec¬ 
tive of their educational qualifica¬ 
tions, a lot of unworthy elements 
who are now getting certificates, 
will be deprived of their chance 
of getting into the course, be¬ 
cause there are only 25 seats, for 
fcotball in Patiala and Banga¬ 
lore. I understand it is easy to 
get an educational certificate in 
Punjab. 

"This dominance is felt even 
in Bangalore Why—aren’t there 



Gauchito, the little cowboy 
mascot of the 1978 
World Cup 
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qualified people jn the rest we ' 
country? But more dtan fiiis IBk 
Hie authorities ^ould look into 
the courses tihemselves. There is 
far too much .theory^which bene-.,,. 
fits those wiin university degraiM- 
—but those ^e have not plmd 
the game become ciphers when., 
there is a question of inractidtl , 
application of this knowledget 
Perhaps that is why there It Very 
little practicair 

The arrangements in Bsagalore 
seem to be very bad. "Do you- 
know, we had to pick up shovels 
and clean the ground adjacmit .Jo 
the Kanteerva stadium—in the 
pretence of curious passero-by? 
The question of dignity of labtw 
sounds good. But we went there 
to get football coaching—^not to 
learn a mali’s job. Why can't the 
authorities arrange a proper 
ground before inviting trainees?” 

Apart from all this, the favour¬ 
itism that goes into the choice of 
coaches for advanced training is 
another point raised by Latif. 
"Salaam applied for training in 
Germany. He is a NIS and FIFA 
trained coach. But his applicatioo 
was not even considered. To what 
extent will thessc people go?” asks 

Latif.and new, several 

others, too. 

— ARIJIT SEN 

TV rights 

N June 25 next year the world’s 
largest simultaneous TV audi¬ 
ence for a single event will be 
watching pictures bouncing out of 
.Buenos Aires on the global satellite 
system. 

This event is, of course, the 1978 
World Cup Final in Argentina. But 
it i.s far more than a football match, 

Over the next 11 months the 
world’s major business conglome¬ 
rates will be fighting for advertis¬ 
ing space and the rare opportunity 
of getting the message across to a 
captive audience of more than 2000 
million TV viewers. 

For the World Cop Final is not 
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j4»r ‘*pt^ M admits? 

exeeilidyflS: on Madiiofl Aw 
iHMe would put it. .Hie 38 diatehes 
' Ait Comprise the fiiuis during tie 
moaA «H June next year wfll iie 
, taeoaied live to more than 130 
eountriba. 

The advertising potential is awe- 
•Odia. lA worth recalling Aat 
ihatetet during Ae 1974 World 
Cpp .rinals A West Germany cn* 
tiieed 13 million UK households to 
sWitch on their TV sets. 

For the first time a company 
outtide tne host country is organi¬ 
sing Ais massive advertising Jubi- 
hw. Tto company — West Nally, 
of Berkeley Square. London -—.last 
weak signed a multi-million dollar 
contract wiA FIFA for the world- 
wide rij^ts to the sale of adver¬ 
tising in Argentina's six World 
Gup stadia. 

ThA'' tiad already secured i h e 
exclusive world-wide rights to the 
merciiandising and promotion of 
Ae mascot and symbol of Ae 
World Cop. West Nally have gua¬ 
ranteed the Argentinian organising 
committee a minimum of 2.2 mif 
lion dollars for the use of the offi- 
cial symbol and mascot in mer- 
chandisiiig, advertising and promo¬ 
tions. 

Thc.v nave now guaranteed FIFA 
6.7 niiiiioii dollars for the world¬ 
wide rights lo rhe sale of stadium 
advertising. 

The West Nally group is an inter¬ 
national marketing cotisuitancy. 
specialising in advising companies 
and sporting bodies on tlie com- 
mercial use of sport a.s a medium 
of communication. 

— MICHAEL HART 

FIFA aid 

¥ NDiA IS to get foreign aid in 
* a big way — and it’s not finan¬ 
cial! The aid will be in the shape 
of a football development seminar 
to be sponsored by the Federation 
Internationale de Football (FIFA) 
who are out to develop the game 
Ae world over. 

FIF.A’s president Dr. Joan 
Havelange of Brazil is the map 
behind this scheme and at a press 
conference here the oAer day he 
said Aat Bangalore would be Ae 
venue tor me seminar which 
would be conducted by experts 
from either Hungary or Czecho¬ 
slovakia and would Ik directed at 
hbout 60 of the best Indian foot- 
ball coaches, referees, administra¬ 
tors and physio-Aerapists. 

This development programme 
jointly sponsored by FIFA and Ae 
Coca-Cola company has already 
been successfully gone Arough in 
20 countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. 

The InAan seminar to be held 
in Merch 1978 will last for 10 
days. Mr. Petec Vellappan of 
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The Indian fooAall team which is In Kabul for Aat 
country’s independence cele brations— Pic: AvummIi Singh 


Malaysia, president of the techni¬ 
cal committee of Asia would be 
visitmg India in January next 
year to finalise the arrangements. 

Mr. Havelange said chat he was 
very disappointed to find Aat a 
major football playing country like 
India not participating in Ae pre- 
Olympic Football tournament at 
Montreal. He appealed to the 
Government and the All India 
Football Federation to see that 
they do so for, the next pre-Oiym- 
pic tournaments. 

The two changes in soccer 
rules, the mini-corner ’kick in’ and 
the temporary expulsion of players 
for infringements, have fa«en tried 
in two international football tour¬ 
naments, said Mr. Havelange and 
added Aat the West German 
Football A.ssociation had a$ked for 
a two-year time to experiment 
wiA them. 

The Bangalore Football Stadi¬ 
um under construction here which 
will accommodate 8.S,000 specta¬ 
tors, highly impressed the FIFA 


chief. It was such a pleasant sur¬ 
prise for him Aat he has pronds- 
ed to be present personally at Ae 
inauguration and would see Aat 
the FIFA sends three teams from 
Brazil, Europe and Africa to play 
against Ae Indian team here. 

Dr. Havelange, who spoke in 
French, is accompanied by Mr. 
J. S. Bletier of Switzerland, direc¬ 
tor of the development and pro¬ 
motion programme, FIFA, who 
translated his chiefs speech in 
English. 

The ball is now in India’s 
'court' to use a tennis term artd 
one hopes the Government would' 
go all out to bring Indian soccer 
back on its high pedestal. 

A. T. Vijayarongani, secretary. 
All India Football Federation, said 
that the Bangalore Stadium would 
be completed in quick time. Also 
present at the conference wwe 
A, R. Khaieel, treasurer, AIFF and 
A. .T. Ponnurangam, secretary 
K S. F. A. 

-- R. ARVINDAM 


Eighth National Prize Competition for Published 
Literature In Physical Education, Sports Etc. 

Under the Scheme of National Prize Competition introduced by the 
Union Ministry of'Education and Social Welfare, the LAKSHMIBAI 
NATIONAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION. GWALIOR, invites 
entries from Publishers and Authors of books published on Pliysical 
Education, Sports, Recreation Health Education and Yogic Fhysical 
Culture for Ae Eighth Prize Competition. 

Prizes of Aree types will be awarded as under ; 

First Award of Rs. SOOO - One Award 

Second Award of Rs. 2500 - Two Awards 

Third Award of Rs. 1500 - Two Awards 

The First Award will be given to a published original work of high 
standard in Physical Educatlon.Sports etc. These prizes will be awarded 
to the authors of books adiudged to be sufficiently high quality to 
merit a prize in the competition. 

Last date for receiving entries is .10.9.77. 

For entry form and the rules of the coiqpetltion plea.se write tq 
■ the PrAcipal, Lakshmibai Narional College of Physical Education, 
fAaktlnagan, GwaHor-474 002 tM.P.) enclosing a seif addres.sed envelope 
of 23 X10 cm. 
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■» Mood brother of Oeo^ Boycott... 

EspeciMly %vben W«Mm«r frins emiaii^. 
Willis’s suggestion ihi^. lie is too fat 


For .a start he is jwepated to admit diat criciit^ 
is <mly a game, tbai .dijere gee dOj^er erjifi^ hg Hw'; 
than tailing to score ruHS. ' ^ . 

But there i& a link and it goes beyond the (act. 
that Woohner is begging to horde runs, that in the'' 
second Test at Old ^afford he was the one betsmih 
not to shrivel against the.classic brillianc.e of AuS' 
tralian captain Greg Chappell. 

Woolmer confirms: “LSlke Boycott, 1 have begun 
to set myself standards, make cm-tain demands of 
myself. He has the best mental approach of . any 
cricketer I’ve come in contact with. Yes, he is a 
model.” 

For a man who in successive Test innings hW 
taken 79, 120 and 137 (plus 0 not out} on Aus¬ 
tralia, Woolmer is not slow to' recognise his pem. 
He watched Chappell perform with a total f^ina* 
tion and, after the champagne had flowed in the 
England dressing-room, he kept euphoria on a tifdit 
rein. 

"The worst thing you can do,” he said, "is for¬ 
get hpw easy it is to lose your way. 

“Pepple look at Barry Richards and say: ‘That 
is a beautiful talent. Look how easy it is for him.’ 

"Of course they’re wrong. He only makes it 
look easy. I know how hard he works. 

"Once in .South Africa he had me throwing half- 
vcdleys at him for two and a half hours. He had 
detected a fault in his off-driving. It was irritating 
him, undermining him, and that afternoon he sorted 
it out. 

"You come away from a session like that and 
you think; If Richards has to work like that, what 
do the rest of us have to do.” 

Principally, work. Six months ago, Woolmer’s 
game was in chaos. His foothold in Test cricket was 
crumbling on the red earth of India. Tlie subtleties 
of Bedi, India’s master spinner, had prMmd 
weaknesses. 

”I got myself in a hell of a state,” he recalls. 
"It was so had I wondered where the next run was 
coining from.” 

There was much irony in the situation. Like 
Colin Cowdrey, hts former Kent captain who many 
say he is coming to resemble, he wa-s born in India, 
the son of a cricket fanatic who even upstag^ 
Colin’s father by placing a cricket bat and ball ii) 
the centre of the infant’s cot. 

But Woolmer’s nerve held. He sgys: “1 realised 
I had to sort myself nut and I gave it a lot of 
thought.” ^ 

“Then a .ypung Kent player, Grahame Clinttm, 
unlocked a door, He told me that I was moving my 
head too much as I played the ball. It was ridicu¬ 
lous but a simple thing was tmlling me down,” 

He went on: "I recall vitridly listening to CoHu 
Cowdieylalk about batting technique for one and a . 
half hours in the dressing-room at Westott-stqmr- 
mare. I thought about all he had said and triad to 
distil all the infortnation, draw from the things tiiat 
I could use. 1 tiniriigd up with sometiiing vwy 
simple the basic thing of mhving back and atfdtt... 
and leaning forward'and giving yourself tirae to <. 
ptoy shots., , / , , 

"NowTvn ma^ n lonely atnrt to fills siiric*, m 




to i^ isi$rwlf 

would clo|! iite badly. M^'l itfod fb 
do is Iceep my miad clenr and baud.*’ ^ . 

He hfls oNide a,good start Certainly it it bard 
to iina|dne a better bricklayer then BoycoQ. Cowdrey 
and Richards. ' 


The grace of Chappell 

^To a classic vintage of English high sunnier sfnrt 
* there came another ripe, full-Mdied cotttrtbu- , 
tioa 

Greg Chappell, the bronzed Australian oiptain, 
supplied it with an innings which did so much dwre 
than stifle a great cry of English jubdlation of (Hd 
Trafford. 

It mititled him to walk among the legendary 
names of his forebears, the Trumpers and the Brad' 
roans. For in his bearing, his mood, and bis sheer 
technique he surely touched that special grace 
which just occasionally comes to ^orttmen and 
women. 

At Old Trafford Cbtqipell showed that he too 
knows that whether you win or lose the important 
thing is to explore the very limits of your talent. 

Across the face of certain defeat, with the edn- 
ning Derek Underwood undermining his young and 
rattled team, Greg Chappell elegantly drew a pattern 
of defiance. * 

Ko one was moved more deeply than one of 
the great Australian captains, Richie Benaud. 

Said the normally taciturn Australian; ‘'In 
every walk of life you get ordinary people and ^d 
people. And it is rare for great ones to come along. 
We have seen one today." 

The greatness of Greg Chappell was his refusal 
to accept the conc^t of defeat. 

He buried his disappointment in the frailties of 
his colleagues.and when support came from two 
yourtg men, David Hookes and Kerry OTKeefte you 
could see how they fed from his strength. 

What they fed from precisely was the quality 
of a man who has served his talent so well and wim 
such di.scipHne that he can call on it at will. 

Bob Willis, the curly haired Englishman whoee 
venom first pushed the Australians on to their beek, 
learned about that quality early in the day. 

He bad dismissed Rick MeCqsker by luring hint 
into a hook, the mu.<it risky of all cricket .shots. But 
it is only risky when the batsman is not in com¬ 
plete control, when his balance is wrimg, when his 
timing, perhaps because of tension, ‘is errant. 

Welt, Bob Willis offered Greg Chappell a hook 
shot. And Chappell accepted. He hit it for sue, so 
cleanly, so perfectly, that you knew that Chappell 
had expelled from his body, even a suggestion .of 
tension. 

Old Trafford may have given England victory 
... but the Test belonged to Greg Chappell. As 
Benaud said: “A captain’s innintfs. is a bit of a 
cliche. But that is what we have bad from this man." 

Perhaps it was'$oit<ething more. It was as though 
he was above the coi.flict 

For five hours he immersed himself in the 
effort. For five hours he transcended victory or de- 
feat. And when he went there was a feeling of 
emptiness. 

— JAMES LAWTON 
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From milk vending to gold grabbing 



Karrmtalca’s champion quartet ... Shanmugimpa Harnal (left), Chandrappa Kurni, 

D. K. Atfani am) Furshottam 


ARNATAKA’s flag which was 
conspicuous by its absence on 
the opening day’s ceremony of the 
National Cycling Championships 
here, “fluttered” quite gaily in the 
meet with some of their cyclists 
crowning themselves with glory, 
particularly that brilliant milk ven¬ 
dor from Bijapur, Chandrappa 
Kumi who lowered the colours of 
favourite Preston TuHey of the 
Itailways by half a wheel in the 
gruelling 200 kilometres road race. 

Karnataka came up with six 
goltb in the meet, a highly credit¬ 
able show in view of the dispute 

g oing on between two Associations 
ere — the Karnataka Amateur 
: Cycling Association, which conduc¬ 
ted this Meet, gaining ‘ad hoc* re¬ 
cognition from the National Cyc¬ 
ling Federation and the Karnataka 
Cycling Association which is re¬ 
cognise only by the State Sports 
Council and the Karnataka Olympic 
Association. 

three of Karnataka’s golds came 
throui^ brilliant Thangam Eapen. 
a coiieglen from Mount Carmel’s 
and me other two were earned by 
the men’s quartet that woo the 100 
km. race and young Khurshid Irani 
who won the junior girls’ 1,000 
metres massed start. Khurshid 
looked a winn.er of the 25 km. road 


22 .. 


race as she led for 18 metres, but 
her cycle chain link got out and 
she had to withdraw. Whether it 
•was an accident or an act of sabot¬ 
age is anybody’s guess. But let’s 
come to that later. 

The Championships opened with 
a smashing display by Bihar’s Av 
tar Singli the 26-ycar-old Telco 
cyclist who blazed his way to a Na¬ 
tional record of 1 min. 17.4 secs 
in the 1,000 metres time trial clip¬ 
ping 0.2 sec. off Dalbir Singh’s 
record of 1964 set up at Patiala by 
the Punjabi. Avatar beat Arjuna 
Award winner teammate Amar 
Singh to second place. 

The other record-breaker in the 
meet was Amar Singh himself who 
clocked an amaaing 7 mins. 33 secs 
for the 4,800 metres massed surt 
whic^ is streets ahead of the old 
record of 8 mins. 4.8 secs, set up 
by Punjab’s Rajender Singh in 
1974 at Haryana. 

Karnataka's quartet of Shanmu- 
gappa Harnal, D. K. Athnl, Chan¬ 
drappa Kurni and Purshottaro 
linished well ahead of the fancied 
Services foursome of Hat;dev 
Singiu Dilip Singh, Daljit Singb 
and B. S. Sandhu to win the 100 
km. road race from Vidhana Sou- 
dha to Ramanagarain and back. 
They clocked 2 hrs. 56 mins, 


sees, with the Services team re¬ 
turning 3:3:1!5. Rajasthan finished 
third. 

The first three of the Karnataka 
quartet are all milk vendors fimin 
Bijapur riding ordinary In^an- 
made cycles. They_ carry milk_ to 
Bijapur from a village 22 miles 
away every day. They are a bunch 
of about 20 vendors who race 
against each • other With two to 
four cans of milk tied behind their 
bikes. 

But with all this ‘rough’ and 
‘tough’ background, it was amaz¬ 
ing to see Kurni showing cool tem¬ 
perament and finishing so power¬ 
fully in the 200 km. race from 
Vidhana Soudha to Mandya and 
back. He clocked 6 hrs. 42 mins. 
15.9 secs, just 0.1 second ahead of 
Tulley. Third was Rajasthan’s Ra- 
than Lai Suthar. Fancied Amar 
Singh pulled’ out after 100 km., 
suff^rin^ from cramps. 

Thi; Karnataka Amateur Cycling 
Association seemed to have been 
unprepared for this meet. The fiibt 
day Was one of muddles. The meot 
started late following a confu^on 
about the chief guest: the Kerne- 
taka team took the fieM withevit a 
flag for the.mergh past; there Was 
no flag hoiiting; aopte Qrclistt were 
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; nMt 9 .A!to« tfttire wm i) paudtr ^ 
iwix*^ and vojnntem. ' fn fadt 
everything seemed to 90 rn’oe^ 
The second day there was a Utne 
niaale b^ween the rival cycUsta. 
Soiiie of the KCA cyclists, whose en> 
try earlier through the Karnataka 
Olympic Association waa rejected 
; lor thismeet, heckled and worried 
those of the KACA. Two police > 
sitbdaapectors were called in as a 
prMeationai^ measure in case 
tfainiM became serious. Lucidly 
they didn’t. Khurshid Irani was 
one of those who was heckled and 
one wonders if the accident during 
her 25 km. ^race was a raal one. 
There was nO programme of events 
for the Press, nor to anybody else 
for diat nwttwr and no one knew 
what was going on.. Than on the 
final day there was a big farce with 
the winners being awarded certifi¬ 
cates under the ‘banner’ of die 
Karnataka State Amateur Cycling 
Association and not the National 
body. And what it more, most of 
die certificates were blankl 


A disgraceful state of affairs in¬ 
deed for Indian sport. But who is 
to blame? And vmich Association 
is the bonafidc' one? The Nationai. 
Cycling Federation should take the 
blame for this sad state of affairs. 
They have allotted the National to 
Bangalore without looking into die 
matter of the bonafides of either 
Association. They have stated that 
there was no time to settle the dis¬ 
pute and hence the *ad hoc’ recog¬ 
nition was given to the K~A.C.A. 


Meanwhile the rival body, the 
Karnataka Cycling Association sent 
in their entry after the entries had 
been closed with a recommenda¬ 
tion from the Karnataka Olympic 
Association secretary. It was duly 



Khinnidd Irmd 
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the note 

M . AffARASHTKA boycotted the 
meet, as did Gujarat, Hhna- 
chal Pradesh, Kashmir and Beihpi. 
They all felt diat conditions at the 
Kanteerava Sudium, Bangplorc. 
Ware not suitable for hosting a na¬ 
tional.' 


However, Oinyar Jal Jamshedn, 
President, MSCA, and Gajan Ganla. 
Secretary, visited Bangalore. Here’s 
what they found wrong with die 
running of the meet. 

The track' consisted of the inner 
U ft. concrete and the rest in tar. 
Tne complete track was atieast 3" 
above the cinder track, so if a 
cyclist went of| the main track and 
he tried to 'get back there was 
every chance of a major accident 
In feet there were 10 accidents on 
the track. 

The accommodation provided for 
the contestants was unsatisfactory. 
In one case, due to die concrete 
being still fresh and damp it was 



Thangam Eapen 


pfxiissent 

imiiahltable Due to .scarc%. of 
accommedetion, ladies, getata and 
.nMnagers were ariceo to ritarp 
rooms. 

The feeding bi^ for die cyclism 
for die road raem ware totally in¬ 
adequate. Betides, there was pa 
arrangement whatsoever to provua 
food and water m the way. Hal-, 
ther whs diere a breakdown truck 
nor r.n ambulance. 

Thmi again there was no pro-. 
gramme or'numbers for the con-, 
potitors. Everyone was in. the dm 
as to the raeas and who waa afHi- 
dating as di«ra was no arm-bamb 
for eidiar judges, time^ceepwa. 
Jury of appws ate. 

But dia two offidals feel thatdia 
whole episode has been a blesshKg 
indisgutM!. tbeCFI faasaccep- 
ted in principle at its Annim 
General Meeting, that in future 
dtere will be norms for the hoitiaB 
of the nationals. A committea is te< 
be set-up in diis respect. 

. .. . . . .. 

rejected. The K.O-A. secretaiys 
Tetter clearly accepm the ad hoc 
recognition to the KACA and ap¬ 
peals to the Nadonal Fe derat ion to . 
change dieir decision AFTER ..die .> 
Bangalore National In that am 
they should have been sporthag. 
enough to help out the organiaers 
and semi to it that .diings were 
conducted in a proper manner. But 
that was not done. The K.OA. bus 
too many ‘unofficial officials* in 
their ranks whose enly job seems, 
to be to poke their noses vdiere 
they are not wanted. 

. Some of dim 'unbffkiel idfi- 
cials’ or ‘chamchas’ would he a. 
better word for tfamn were too. cri¬ 
tical of the track. But it was cer¬ 
tainly not as bad as die aeddents 
would make it look. Most of dta 
accidents were due to reddess and 
neglii^nt riding. And what track 
would the KCA have used if they 
would have been asked to conduct 
this mbet? 

AH goes to show that it’s a fight 
for power and NOT for the sports 
promotion that this tussle is gotng 
on. To me tieithw Association looks 
capaUe (d contacting things weU. 
It4 time for the Indian Olynmic 
Association to step in. ask the rival 
bodies to get to an understanding 
odterwise derecognise bodi of 
them. Both the Associations have 
wonderful young cyclists in diehr 
ranks and they will suffer as iMtg 
as this dispute is on. 

— R. ARVINOAM ’ 
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Prakasti Padukone . . . facile treble 


Prakash lords It over 


HE monarch of Indian badmin¬ 
ton, Prakash Padukone, once 
a|^in lorded over his subjecte to 
chalk up a facile treble, the second 
ivithin a fortnight, in the P. J. 
Hindu Gymkhana open badminton 
championships in Bombay. 

However, the piec^ de resistance 
of the seven-day tournament was 
the heartening return of erstwhile 
international ShoMia Mehta (nee 
Mnrthy) to the locdl badminton 
scene. She has come back to com¬ 
petitive badminton after a lay off 
of four years. 

Though slower on her feet now, 
that uncanny dourt craft is still 
very much there. A feinted attack¬ 
ing clear from the net and a fast 
straight backhand drop in the 


penultimate round against Kanchad 
Kelkar were beauties and were 
worth trekking miles to see. ’Hiat 
stamp class of yore hasn’t left 
her. 

Shobha also demonstrated great 
tenacity when she staved off two 
match jpoints each against interna¬ 
tional Uma Murthy and Kancban. 
These two tiring battles took' the 
.sap out of her, and her jserfor* 
mance against Sujata Jain in the ' 
final was like flat beer after savou¬ 
ring sparkling champagne. 

** Union Bank’s PrakSsh totted up 
further evidence that he is rungs 
above others on the national tad-, 
der. His victories seemed to come . 
more easily than those recorded a 
week earlim-. Once again it was hiS 
speed'in covering the court that 
gave bis opponents little rct^ite 


between him and the next best id 
the . country narrowing down look 
bri(^t with thd>advent of teenagers 
Uday Pawar ana Syed Modi on the 
horizon. Both are- die counery’s. 
brightest prospecte nbhr. . < 

Uday’s ipune is in the moul^ of 
th current trend — spaed. He is 
endowed with a powarfiil flat 
smash, accurate in me mid-court, 
but tends to mim the mark when 
attempting to ace ' on the flMlu. 
This was evident during his tsouch-- 
and-go tussle against DInesh 
Khanna — ,die keenest encoun¬ 
ter df the tournament. 


Uday has delicate net play wtdeh 





Uday Pawar . . , speed 
hk forte ! 
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often pewUM epeg^ foe M* 
bUctercniB! «ai|shes. However, he it 
not at bone esainst a chance of 
paee> eepeelally when the came is 
ehtwed down as demonstrated dur- 
ii» his ties agaltut Iqbal Maindargl 
(Khar Gyipanena) and Dmesh 
Kbanna 

Syed ts a touch player in the 
mould of his mentor Suresh Goel 
He has the gift of an artist, and like 
Prakash is streets ahead of the 
field In the junior ranks However, 
he gets tensed up initially when 
playing in senior company as 
against Malvinder Dhillon in the 
quarter-final Once he overcomes 
dlls flaw and develops a potential 
finish, he will be more effective 
anionhst the seniors This should 
not be far 

International Hufrish Nariman 
added strength to her claim of be¬ 
ing the outstanding prospect 
amongst girls On her way to the 
girls’ singes title she avenged her 
retreat defeat beating another pro¬ 
mising junior Amecia Kulkarni, 
and confumed last yeai’s Western 
India thunqiionship win over ano¬ 
ther international Manlk Kelkar 

All three aie the only ones with 

S otential amongst the taiiei sex 
lowever, if they envisage making 
an impression on the intei national 
scene their game has to develop a 
positive approach At present, in 
this department, Hufrish has an 
edge over the other two. 

^ HOSEY MISTRY 



..-. .t.} _>: . . 

Top Sved Modi (left) and Sujata Jain. Below: Hufrish 
Narinun (left) aad Shobha Mehta 
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round up 

NORTH 


Chandigarh 
SJ hockey 

CHANDIGARH: 

]M0RTRERN railway. Delhi. 
* ' -wM the Chendigarh Silver Ju¬ 
bilee Hockey Tournament beating 
Western Railway, Bombay,' in the 
teal via the tie-breaker 42. 

The tournament, organised as a 
f>art of an elaborate sports pro¬ 
gramme to mark the silver julrilee 
m this city, failed to arouse public 
interest. There were no crowds ex¬ 
cept on the final day. 

The two railway teams were so 
well balanced diat it will be appro¬ 
priate to say tibat Western were un¬ 
lucky to lose end Northern were 
lueky to win. Thm-e was no score 
in the regulation period of 70 
minutes and the game wanned up 
only ht the extra time. Incidental¬ 
ly, the hockey reber rBalbir of 
Western Railway waa die darling 
of the crowd. Thouifit ageing and a 
Idt slow, he made de^ inroads in 
tfie (^posite defence. Once his 
stinging shot in the extra time-hit 
the post and bounced back into 
play. Then Ashok Diwan ^ed full 
Imigdi to save a stinging shot from 
Balbir. 

— M. F. VERMA 


biamond 



The captains ef CRy Club and 
N£.I., the Joint-winners, receiving 
the trophy from chief guest Satish 
AgarwaL BELOW: the N. RIy skip¬ 
per receiving the shield from M. S. 
Randhawa, former Chidf Cornmis- 
siooer, Chandigarh 



’I' lSB. Wamond Rootbafl Thnma- 
* ment is om td the eldear hi ^ 
Rajasthan which waa revived huh' 
year after 15 years. This yaar die 
organisers {bind to mahrtaln die 
'‘All India status”. Some of die 
teams from Delhi, Varanasi, Bom- 
hay and Dshradun were invited to 
give die tourney an all India ^ape. 
They failed to redeem their repu- 
tadoos and,the local teams had a 
field day. ’ 

However, even the best teams 
from Jaipur could not reach die 
final and National Engineering In¬ 
dustrie who earned the diird 
place in Jaipur’s Football Leas^, 
clashed with fifdi-placed City Oub 
in the final to make it an all-Jaipur 
affair. 

There w« nothing to shout home 
about the earlier matches. , Bom¬ 
bay’s Morarji Mills showed amne 
good' play Uirough %eir striker 
Mumtaz Ali and inside-right Flo¬ 
rence Pereira who helped their 
team reach the semi-finals. 

In the two-leg semf-finats. City 
Club beat Varanasi’s North-Eastern 
RaQway and National Engineering 
Industries beat Bombay’s Morarji 
Mills. N. £. Railway left the Held 
in protest against the referee's de¬ 
cision. The match was abandoned 
and awarded to City Club. 

The ail-Jaipur final was a thriller 
where both the custodians won the 
hearts of the crowd. Vijay Singh 
(City) and Mai Singh (N.E.I.) were 
the heroes in die goalless match. 
Both teams were declared joint- 
winners. _ p B. 



SB/ Subsidiaries Cricket 


JAIPUR: 

P URLIC j^CTOR organisations 
are taking increasing interest 
in promotion of sports, the latest 
to Min the band of such promoters 
is State Benk of Bikaner and Jai¬ 
pur who conducted a erkket tour- 
nsmient. 


State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur 
is one of the many subsidiaries of 
went bank. State Bank of India. 
The idea of conducing this tourna¬ 
ment was also to bring all the State 
JMnk Subsidiaries into one fold an<| 
prepare a strong Subsidiary Eleven 
lor the State Bank Intdr-Circle 
Tournament. But State Bank of 

e urashtra played truant usd with- 
ew at last moment. 


Keu’s Jaykaylon Sports Clifi 
brought Xarsan GhavrJ, Abdul Hal 
and Saryakant Baindoor from Bom¬ 
bay and Gauri Majid from Kanpur, 
111 their bid to annex the S.B.B.J. 
Trophy.. They heat loca] Ji^ur 
Blues, comprising of several Raja- 
Bihan Ranji Trophy players by 35 


runs to enter into semi-finaL Ghavri 
proved deadly on mmmnii wkket 
and die entire Bluag inaings fell 
into pieces against fiery pace of 
Ghavri. Ghavri had rich haul of 8 
for 47 in this 50-overs match. 

The sec on a qCiart^-final be¬ 
tween State Bank of Patiala and 
Ja^r Gymkhana was a well fought 
affair, '^e gymkhana youths put 
up a good show against formidable 
and experienced Patiala team. Har- 
minder Singh, the Haryana Ranji 
star enabled his team register a 
hard-earned victory with his intelli¬ 
gent off-breaks. 

In the semi-finals against Jaykay¬ 
lon, the Patiala team was streng¬ 
thened wkh die bringing in of spin¬ 
ner Rajinder Gbel and medium- 
pacer Suresh Luthra. This was one 
of the crucial matches of die dior- 
nament 

But Padala's Suzeah-Lu&ra. was 
in a hostile mood and the Jajdiay- 
loo batsman crumbled agauiat his 


cutters. He is particularly danger¬ 
ous on a matting wicket and this he 
proved when he sent back (%avri, 
Abdul Hai and Gauri Majid for 
small scores. Lutlm figures read - 
an imposing 8 for''24 and the Pa¬ 
tiala team sailed into final with a 
seven-wicket victory. 

The second semi-final between 
th hosts, Jaipur team and Uda^r 
Eleven was an Interesting affair. 
But the outcome in which die hosu 
won by 11 runs also proved that 
the final was going to be a one- 
aided affair. 

The two-day final tilted the Pe- . 
dale way, as expected. Bad fielding 
further ruined Jaipur-Bikaner 
chances and they allowed Meghraj 
(110; to score at wiB. Sucesh Lu¬ 
thra again broke the beck of the 
hoot team with his splendid bowl- 
infi diat earned eight wickets for ' 
39 nuH .and in the aecond innings 
it waa off spinner Harminder for 
a meagre 16 runs. , 

For the hosts, only Raketh 
Tiwary put some resistance. Re also 
axcallad b^ind the wickets imd 
had seven yktims in the matdh. 

— FRAKA8H BBANDARl 
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A ROUSINC rectiptlon wm ac' 
ciurded to the Best Sportsman 
aad Sportswoman of Kerala, when 
a full day function was held here 
in connection with the Manorama 
Sports Awards. 

Suresh Babu, the Olympian ath¬ 
lete from the Kerala State Electri¬ 
city Board, and K. M. Celine, the 
All-India Inter-University athletic 
champion frimi Alphonso College, 
Palai, were the recipients of me 
awards, having topped the readers' 
poll coitducted by Malayala Mano- 
rama, one of the leading language 
dailies of the country. 

The function was graced by Vice 
Admiral N. Krishnan, chairman and 
managing director of the Cochin 
Shipyard and Smt. K. C. Elamma 
was also there to receive a special 
prize as the first-ever from Kerala 
to be honoured with an Arjuna 
Award. The function was supple¬ 
mented by a full day Sports Semi¬ 
nar on *A Minimum Programme for 
Sports’. 

rrsHE Malayala Manorama Sports 
Award function was held re¬ 
cently at Kottayam. A full day 
Sports seminar was also conducted 
at the Manorama Auditorium. 

While ‘Nurturing of the Cham¬ 
pions’ was the subject for discus¬ 
sion last year, thi.s time the theme 
cornered around ‘A Minimum Pro¬ 
gramme for Sports’i Five . Papers 
were presented before an audimce 
comprising of players, coaches, 
organisers, sports-scnbes and sports’' 
lovers, as the Kerala Minister for 


AcbMya, third from left, captain of Burnpur Unitedi 
receiving the Vis^du Trophy firoin Karoaia Chctty, 
wife of the DIG, Psdlce 

Visakha Football 


VISAKHAPATNAM: 
nURNPUR UNITED CLUB lifted 
the handsome Visakha Trophy, 
beating Central Excise, Hyderabad 
by a solitary goal in the final of 
the Third Visakha Troi^y Football 
Tournament. 

The tournament lasted 35 days 
and 32 teams took part. 

Soodi-Ceotral Railway, Secun- 


Sports, K Pankajakshan set the 
ball rolling. 

V. C. Joseph, a school teacher 
from Palai, who had moulded many 
a good stars, detailed the pro¬ 
gramme at the school level. The 
university angle was projected by 
Prof. C. S. Abraham, the basketball 
umpire of international repute, who 
is doing duty as the head or the 
physical education department in 
one of the Government colleges. 

Prof. Lucy Verghese had an 
authentic narration on the difilcul- 




Atbletee Suresh Babu nnd K- ML Celine receiving the Mano- 
roiBB Awards from Vica-Adn^al N. Krishnan. Td Kaisboau’s 
left are P. M. Joseph aad* K. ML Mathew, Chief Editor. 
Maltyala Manorama 


derabad and Indian Navy, Bmnbay 
were the odier semi-finaiiata. The 
former lost to Central Excise 0-1, 
while the Navy team was edged out 
by Burnpur by an identical nurgin., 

Madurai Coats was awarded the 
best team prize while Bur<ipur*s 
little-built Debabrata Sarkar was 
presented with the best player 
award. 

— A; PRASANNA KUMAR 


ties of the fair sex when the raised 
many good points from her experi¬ 
ence as the leading athlete of the 
state in the 1960$, vdiile present¬ 
ing an essay on *A Minimum Pro¬ 
gramme for Women'. The Kerala 
Police Sports Officer, G. Kanina- 
kara Kurup, who is ^so the vice- 
president m the Volleyball Federa¬ 
tion of India, submitted the paper 
cn ‘A Minimum Programme tor the 
Non-students ’ 

It was in the fitness of things, 
that Pathrose P. Mathai, Dy. Direc¬ 
tor of Physical Education, Kerala 
Agricultural University was called 
upon to elaborate ‘A Sound Sports 
Policy’. 

— ABOO 

SJAK Awards 

COCHIN. 

'The Sports Journalists’ Associa- 
tion of Kerala awards for the 
State’s Best Sports man-woman-boy- 
girl for the year 1976 will be pre¬ 
sented at Calicut during the second 
week of September, 1977. 

The executive meeting of the 
SJAK decided to conduct a full 
day sports seminar on ‘Team Selec¬ 
tion* on the awards day and deoded 
to invite eminent sports organisers, 
selectors, coaches, players of yester 
years and present day to lead the 
discussions. 

— BABU MATHER 
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Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth 
and Massaging of Gums 
Check Gum Troubles and 


Tooth Decay, 


Forhan’s users say of their own accord 
^My gums have become - 
firm and healthy” 

“My gums have become firm and healthy by 
using your ‘Forhan’s Toothpaste* for three 
years last. I had been suffering from trouble of 
my gums...now I have overcome this sufferings 
by your toothpaste only.’* 

(Sd/-) D. N. Das, Shikharpur 

/^My breath and gums 
returned to normal” 


“...a dentist of Rajahmundry...advised me to 
use Forhan’s toothpaste for teeth and gums. 

I immediately/followed his advice, and within a 
short time my breath and gums returned to 
normal. Ever since, I swear by Forhan’s. 

My whole family (we are 9!) use Forhan’s and 
I am sure this habit and faith will extend to 
generations.’’ 

(Sd/*) P. J. Lazar, Chirala, Andhra Pradesh 

(Photostats of these can be seen at any office of 
Cimffny Manners & Co. Ltd.) 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth and mast^ge 
your gums night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist 
on Forhan’s DouUe-Action Toothhrush,specialiy 
designed to massage gams while it cleans teeth. 

mt/ Colourful informative booklet on 
ore of teeth and gums. Please write to ForhuaV 

Dental Advisory Bureau. Dept.T 1<7/I68L 
Post Bat No. 11463, Bombay 400 020, 
with 2S P. stamps for postage. 

Mention the language wanted, 




I^han^ 


the toothpaste^ 
rreated by a dentist 
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• i ^ by AKBIES 

^aCHESS 


J HUNJHUNWALA brothers, 
Sutesh, Rameih and Krishan 
from Hooptonp, on a visit to Bom¬ 
bay piay^ friendly matches with 
^e local players. Bdlow, two first 
board match games between the 
TOungeat of the di^ee, IS-year-old 
Krishan, and Praveen Thipsay. In 
the first Kririian’s premature 
Queen manoeuvre faii^ but the 
second game shows him in good 
light as an attacking player. 

RUY LOPEZ 
(Exchange Variation) 

White: Krishan Jhunjhunwala 
Black; Praveen Thipsay 

1. PK4. PK4 2 NKB3, NQB3 3 
BN5, PQR3 4 BxN; QPxB 5 00, PBS 

(a) 6 PQ4, BKN5 7 PB3, PQB4 (b) 
8 QN3’! KPxP 9 PxP, BxN 10 
QxB, PxP 11 PKS BK2 12 QxNP 
(c) PxP 13 QB6ch, KB2 14 PB4 
(d) PKS 15 QxKP, NB3 16 QQ3, 
KRKl 17. NQ2, Q04 18 NB3, KNl 
<e) 19 BQ2, NK5 20 QRK1. BB3 
21 NN5. BxN 22 PxB, NxB 23 
QxN, RxR 24 RxR, RKBt 25 


m wci 2#. m^BSch 

White reaigaa 

(a) 5. . . QQ3 and 5. . BKN5 6. 
PKR3. PKR4 are other main alter¬ 
natives. 

(b) It would be risky to accept 
the Pawn by 7. . PxP 8 PxP, BxN 

9. QxB, QxP? exposing the Queen. 

Gligoric’s 8 . <X22 9. PKR3, BX3 

10. NB3, 000 against Fischer at 
Havana 1966 was severely puni¬ 
shed. 8. . . PQB4 9 PQ5, BQ3 
(Dementev-lvanov, USSR 1976) is 
satisfactory for Black. 

(c) White makes a bid to com¬ 
plicate the opening hoping to bene- 
fit from Black’s backward K-side 
development He succeeds in de¬ 
priving Black of castling, but his 
other pieces are not ready to help 
the Queen 12 BB4 in the gambit 
spirit can be considered 

(d) After 14 QB4ch, KBl Black 
KR will be shut in, but then White 
cannot recover his Pawn. 

(e) Having completed his artifi 
cial castling Black is now better 
developed and has a strong passed 
QP, which is indirectly protected 
by the pm 18 NxP’, PB4 or 18 
QxP?, BB4. 

(f) 27 QxP loses to 27 QR8ch 
mating. 

.SICILIAN DEFENCE 

White’ P. Thipsay 
Black. K jhunjinunwala 

1 PK4, P0B4 2 NKB3, NQB.l 3 
P04. PxP 4 NxP, NB3 5 NQB3, 


rx4 6. N«iiss 2^ 7. ms. pQsa i 
BxK, PxS 9. NR3. PM4 m NC 
PB4 11. PxP. BxP 12. Pim W 
13. NB2. 00 14. N2K3, BKSi 15. 
P^4rPiMi 16. PxP, PB5* 17 )flS4. 
NQSt 18. PxN, BxN 19. PxXP, QPxP 
20. RxP, Ridl 21. PxR. PKS 22. 
PR7, PK6 23. PR4, KBxPf 24. PxP. 
BB6ch 25. KB2, PxPch 26. KNl. 
KRl 27. 003, QB3! 28. QxQB, 
(^7ch White resigns. 

14 . . BK51 is superior to 14. . . 
BK3 15. PKN41, ByrneGarcia, Tor- 
remolinos, 1976. Black carries out 
the attack energetically giviiw 
away Q-side Pawns. If 24 NxB, 
QR4ch 25. KK2, PB6ch 26. KxP; 
RKlch gives Mack a winning 
attack. On 29. KR2, QxRPch 30. 
KNl. RxBch 31 KxR, QK8 mates 
END GAME 


Bv S V Simhadt i 



White. Ka4, Re8; N^-bl, bb, Pf4. 
Black- Ka2; Bdl, P‘s<2. h3. 
White to play and win. 


rrHE Fateh Maidan Club of 
Hyderabad is a Janata Club— 
within I each of the ordinary men 
yet offering most of the facilities 
provided by the more elite clubs 
in the c( untry 

Its annual local tournament this 
year was a mini Nationals attract¬ 
ing entries from all over India The 
hospitality of the sponsors was out 
of this world including free lodging 
and boaid for out-station players 

The mam event was won by Ma- 
lani's team, the reigning National 
Champions — which reminds me of 
a gem of a hand played way hack 
by Maiani in the qualifying round 
of a National •Championmip against 
a star studded Northern team. 

The Northern team was having 
a rocky passage and needed all the 
points in its match against Malani's 
in order to qualify. Maiani. un- 
knowp in diose days, was out of 
the race. Before the start of the 
match a veteran from the Northern 
team took Maiani aside and sug¬ 
gested that he dirow the match to 
him "We don’t throw matches" 
was Malani's quiet rejoinder, "but 
we’re really no match for you. . . . 
I’m sure, you’ll have an arm-chair 
ride". 

On the very first deal Maiani 
held, if 1 remember rightly. 



L_by JIMMY MEHTA^J 


A. X 

I * 

Q >■ 

A K Q J 10 3 7 

He decided to open *'t heart''’ to 
svhich liis partner responded "1 
spade" With eight tricks m his 
hand Maiani gambled “3N‘r’, 
againsr which West led the spade 
Queen and this was what he saw: 

9 7 6 S 4 

0 

Id 8 4 3 2 

X \ 

N 

A X 

J * 

S K Q J 10 9 7 


Maiani had eight tricks on top 
and no prayer for the ninth He 
won the opening lead in hand and 
shoe back a low heart The cham 
pions on either side of him both 
piaved low to this trick and Maiani 
tabled his cards for nine nicks 
The opponents had a mere five 
tricks in hearts, three spades and 
three diamonds to cash. Even one 
nil would have been a good result 
tot Maiani—bis partner’s in the 
other room played in the lay down 
heart game making eleven tricks 

Ihe full hand was something like 
this’ 


10 9 4 3 2 
3 2 


Q J 10 8 
K 10 4 3 2 
A J 5 
8 


K 3 

A 9 8 7 6 
K 8 7 


2 K 0 J 10 9 7 

“1 am trying to throw the match”, 
Maiani smiled sweetly at the Nor* 
them veteran, "you Just won't take 
it!" Justice was done when Malani's 
opponents went berserk after that 
collecting a xero for their efforts 
•— fortunately for them there were 
no minus points m those days. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Where to stand 

A LSO 1 lik^ to see the slips splay- 
^ ed—in other words second slip 
■ little closer to the bat than first 
slip and third slip a Ittrle closer 
than second slip. It is natural that 
the finer a slip catch the less resis¬ 
tance off the bat and the further 
the carry. 

The gully fieldsman will have to 
adjust his place according to whc 
ther he is aiming to take a catch 
off a defensive prod, such as might 
happen on a sticky, or a iuli-blood 
ed cut on a firm pitch To take the 
latter very close in is no fun 

Cover is the place for a specialist, 
who should tie able to move fast 
and throw well. The underhand 
throw is valuable for him because 
he frequently has to get rid of the 
ball wht'st on the run and no fields* 
man is so likely to receive oppor¬ 
tunities for runouts 

Fieldsmen at cover, point, gully 
or third-man should remembm that 
ractically every stroke which is 
it to them by a right-hand batsman 
wifi be partially cut and therefore 
will tend to curve from their right 
side towards their left 

They should endeavour, where 
possible, to field the ball on their 
rightJiand side, so t^at any curl 
to the left can be controlled. But if 
the ball is being taken on the left 
side and goes away, you are in real 
trouble. 

Many an inexperienced fieldsman 
at point has caused a laugh by 
failing to make allowance for this 
•pin. 

To a much lesser degree on-side 
fieldsmen will find the ball tending 
to go from their left-hand side to¬ 
wards their ri^L Ony in the case 
of an irff-spinner ^o is really 
breaking it mil this curve be pro¬ 
nounced on the leg side and it is 
likely to be more so for shots hit 
behind square-leg. 

All fielding and etching should 
bo done with both bands imenever 
possible. Some fellows like to be 
flash and show how smart they are 
with one hand, ft doesn’t pay. 


Time enough to confine yourself to 
one hand when there is no option. 

Care diould be taken from the 
very first ball of the match to 
guard against mistakes When a 
game is Tost by one run or one wic¬ 
ket It is usually the last mistake 
which is remembered and that poor 
fieldsman hounded. Memories are 
sometimes short It may have been 
a quite unnecessary piece of 
foolishness two days before that 
really caused the damage. 

Close-in fielders must naturally 
keep still whilst the bowler is run¬ 
ning up to bowl and on delivery 
This is most important for men at 
say short-leg and silly point where 
any movement would distract the 
batsman But mid-off, cover and the 
outfields should alwa3r5 start to 
move in as the bowier commences 


his run It makes a tremendous 
difference to be on the move 

Imagine two chaps having a foot 
race—one having to stand still un¬ 
til the pistol went, the other being 
allowed a walking start It wouldn’t 
be a race at all 

So with fielding A genrle move 
towards the batsman helps a lot in 
getting yourself balanced to go 
wherever you may have to 

And don’t forget to back up So 
many fieldsmen back up too late 
They wait until they see dangei 
developing before they move, 
whereas a sensible protective ges 
ture a couple of seconds before 
may save much frantic rushing at 
the end. 

This applies particularly to the 
need for' a fieldsman to take his 
place at the bowler’s wicket for a 
run-out Most b o w 1 e rs follow 
through well down the pitch, espe¬ 
cially the fast ones, end the^ are 
not in a position to conveniently 
turn and get back. Besides being 
easier for mid-off or mid-on to 
come in, the move saves the bowler 
the need for a sudfien turn and the 
danger of ricking himself, to say 
nothing of a damaged finger from 
a hot throw. 

Just because the ball is going to 


be durowh tq the wicke^Mqper 
doesn’t mem that the need to l^k 
up has ceased. It may be thrown 
over hU head, wide of him mf it 
may bowce awkwardly. 

When fieUUng a ball defensively, 
it is wise to use your body or legs 
as a protective shield. Get in front 
of the ball so that an unexpected 
boiMKe of turn won't get pact. 

But when it comes to the chance 
of a run-out this method may be 
too slow and something different 
is called for. 

Very often there is no chance of 
positioning oneself at all. It is a 
case of do the best you can. 

But sometimes (moving in from 
the outfield is a case in point) it is 
possible to adjust one’s run and get 
into the finest possible position f«^ 


an accurate throw in one continu¬ 
ous action without losing a fraction 
of a second 

No fieldsman has any control 
over the speed of the batsman’s 
shot and thereltire, by judgement, 
your own speed and direction must 
be so regulated that you reach the 
hall some six inches in fiont of and 
slightly to the right of the right 
toe hrom this position the ball is 
gatheied in both bands as the full 
weight of the bodv goes on to the 
light tool and tt is rransferied to 
the left as the thi t w lakes place 
lhat was the old Wykehamist 
siv'c In the middle of the last 
lentury Winchester College was 
legaraed fm some tweniv veans as 
unrivalled by any school in Fng- 
laitd for ns fielding pnmtss 
In fielding, anywav, I am a 
Wykehamist at heait 

If these diiertions ate closely 
followed you can mow so that not 
a moment is lost in gathering the 
ball and disposing oi it The me¬ 
thod can be used whether the 
fielder returns the ball with an un¬ 
derarm type of throw, round-arm 
or overarm. My throw from this 
position was round-arm It seemed 
most convenient 
A little experimentation with the 
method of picking up with the 
weight on the left foot should 
quickly convince anyone how much 
slower it is. The fieldsman must 
take one extra step before throw¬ 
ing which could be fatal, because 
run-outs are nuMre often obtained 
by a hair's breadih than a wide 
margin 

My method combines maximum 
speed and exactly the right posi¬ 
tion for an accurate thiow. And 
those are normally the two essen¬ 
tials in a run-out. 

Fublishers: Rima & Co. 

(to be continued} 


SPORTING SAM ...... by Reg Wootton 
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THE GOLBEX 
HAT TRICK 



r scores again 


I N lodM books on other 

than cricket are iiuleed rare. 
Balhir Singh’s autobiography "The 
(Solden HaMrick” (My Hockey 
Days), therefore, conies as a whin 
fresh air. 

After Dhyan Chand, Balbir Singh 
hat been nailed as the greatest 
goal-getter of Independent India, 
who played centre-forward at three 
successive Olympics at London 
(1948), Helsinki (1952) and Mel¬ 
bourne (1956) and won gold each 
time for his country. This is the 
stoor of a lonely boy from a poor 
Punjab village family who rose 
from the struggles of life to dazxle 
the world with bis speed, stickwork 


Watch out 

PORTSWEEK has pleasure in 
announcing the serialisation of 
five excerpts from this book in the 
issues dated August 7, 14. 21, 28 
and September 4, 1977. 

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY 


and remarkable ball sense, never 
indulging in showmanship on the 
field even once. 

Sof%-spoken and humble in hi.<i 
ways, Balbir describes how he came 
up the hard way. As a collegian, 
he so enamoured British Police 
ofiicers widi his hockey talent that 
they had him “arrested” and forced 
him to join the police force! He 
served the Punjab Police hockey 
team in their exploits throughout 
the country, suffered the pangs of 
partition and then joined the Pun¬ 
jab government and rose to become 
Its Director of Sports. 

Hockey was Balbir’s first love 
and it still is. As he describes in 
the preface. “When 1 moved from 
my village to a small town, I saw 
her for the first time and fas 
cinated me. I played with her, 
liked her, respected her, loved her 
and worshipped her. She became 
my Goddess. She rfatiprocated my 
seiitiuients. Our love grew . . . i: 
blossomed in London, we married 
in Helsinki and honeymooned in 
Melbourne. . . ” 

Balbir has suggested ways and 
means to improve the game and 
draw more youngsters to our dy¬ 
ing hockey tradition. Though sen¬ 
sationalism is not his cup of tea, 
he has not minced words to criti¬ 
cise the IHF officials with the idea 
of correcting the course of Indian 
hockey. He feels strongly about the 
wrongs done to players. Re is sore 
that a player of his calibre could 
have bmn ut^ised more often by 
the IHF bossf's. He had only one 


independent national coaching as¬ 
signment when he prepared the 
Indian team for the 1975 World 
Cup at Kuala Lumpur and came 
baw victorious. Yet, what he got 
in return was a censure and was 
ignored for future assignments. 

Balbir Singh feels, "We are far 
from being a sporting nation, just 
trying to develop sports conscious¬ 
ness among the masses. In the cir¬ 
cumstances, when critics churn out 
such high-sounding pieces as ‘600 
millions and not a bronze’, it makes 
me feel mad. How many of our 600 
million people are engaged in spor¬ 
ting pursuits? How many of them 
have secure jobs? How many of 
them get the best of coaching? 
How many can afford the latest in 
sports equipment? It will take a 
generation to make every house 
in India $por:s conscious. When 1 
look around and see school after 
school having no facilities for 
sports, I feel sorry.” 

About our Montreal debacle, Bal 
bir says, “It is a pity that the offi¬ 
cials entrusted with the team were 
unable to make use of the best ta¬ 
lent given to them, they were un¬ 
able to inspire the team. I would 
not have allowed the team to break 
up in the manner it did on the 
pre-Olympic taxing tour of Paris 
and Toronto. I had been to jCanada 
and have examined astro tu>’f, 
which is best suited to Indian style 
of hockey if the players have the 
requiiiite skiit." 

Balbir believes that he was cen 
sured by the IHF after the 1975 
World Cup triumph because of his 
past association with A.shwini Ku- 



Balbir, flanktsd by the Pakh 
atati and German captains, 
at Malbauma, 1956 


MnrtiocKEVo«vis 



mar. “! have and will always have 
special regard for Asliwini Kumar, 
not because he played a major role 
.in my grooming but because of the 
tremendous boost he gave to Pun¬ 
jab sports after Partition.” 

About Jimmy Nagarvala, Balbir 
says, “He strode the Indian hockey 
like a Colossus. A flamboyant cha¬ 
racter, Jimmy was a real friend of 
the players. He was a great player 
and keen student of the game. He 
treated every sportsman as his 
equal despite his high rank in die 
police force. He was a shrewd 
judge and was instrumental in 
ins>!alling me as a national coach 
in 1962. It is a pity that the unfor¬ 
tunate controversy heckling Indian 
hockey in the early 197()s forced 
Jimmy to misunderstand me. He 
was very bitter against me and 
a'tacked me after the 1971 Barce¬ 
lona World Cup defeat. I also gave 
him back in his own coin. But 1 do 
teel neither Jimmy nor 1 should 
have criticised each other.” 

To maintain our falling standard, 
Balbir suggests a national plan for 
hockey, as we have our Five-Year 
Plans, clinics fot hockey coaches 
at all levels, retention of manager 
and coaches who have proved 
themselves, availability of cheap 
equipment, national tournaments 
and coaching schemes for different 
age groups from 10 to 22, adequacy 
of first class medical facilities, 
green-top playing surfaces, six-a¬ 
side, seven-a-side and nine-a-side 
tournaments for younger age 
groups, changes in national hockey 
fermat to avoid lop-sided competi¬ 
tions and more job opportunities. 

Wricten in a simple and readable 
style with over 25 illustrations the 
book gives a dew insight into tile 
life of one of India’s greatest 
sportsmen, his problems and hard¬ 
ships and how he overcame them 
A must for every hockey player, 
in fact for every sportsman. 

_ — SHARAD KOTNIS 

THE GOLDEN HAT-TRICK—My 
Hockey Days by Balbir Singb (as 
tcld to Samuel Banerjee). Vikas 
Publishing House Pvt Ltd., 5, 
Ansari Road, New Delhi-110002. 
Pp 214. Price: Rs. 35._ 
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HOCKEY 
14 nations for World Cup 


F ourteen couotri«t wui take 

part in the Founth World Cup 
Hockey Tournament to be held in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina from 
March 19 to April 2, 1978. 

Tlie first nine teams in the 1975 
Wcrld Cup in Kuala Lumpui 
-which was won by India have au¬ 
tomatically qualified. They arc: 
India, Pakistan, West Germany, 
Malaysia, Australia, England, New 
Zealand. Spain and Netherlands 
These will be joined by the first 
four in the Inter-Continental Cup 
next September in Rome and by 
Argentina, as the organising nation. 

'Hie technical committee of the 
FIH has decided the following pro¬ 
cedure for the Inter-Continental 
Tournament in Rome for filling up 
the four remaining places in the 
next World Cup: 

No less than 22 countries entered 
tor the Rome tournament, which 
will be played from September 22 
to October 1, 1977. They were: 

EUROPE. Belgium. Finland. 
France, Ireland, Scotland, Switzei- 
land, USSR, Wales and Yugoslavia 

AFRICA: Egypt. Kenya, Mo 
rocco, Nigeria and Uganda. 

AMERICA: Canada, Jamaica and 
Mexico. 

ASIA: Japan and Singapore 

In addition, Italy, as the oruni- 
sers of the Rome tourney, along 
with Poland and Ghana, bottom 


placed in the last World Cup, auto¬ 
matically qualify for the Rome 
tourney. The technical committee, 
tbcnretore, had to select nine teams 
to join Italy, Poland and Ghana in 
Rome. The following seven were 
selected; Belgium, Canada, France, 
Japan, Mexico and USSR, togcthei 
with one British Isles country, Ire¬ 
land 

To fill the remaining two places, 
a preliminary qualification tour¬ 
nament will be held in Rome from 
September 15 to 20, 1977 between 
African countries—Egyp*. Kenya, 
Morocco, Nigeria and Uganda. The 
first two from the tournament foi 
*he African countries will qualify 
for the Inter-Continental Cup 

The reserves will be in the fol¬ 
lowing order: 1. One British Isles 
country-r-Scotland 2 Yugoslavia 
3. Switzerland 4 The first non 
qualifying African country in the 
preliminary tournament 

The World Cup will be staged 
on the Polo Grounds in Buenos 
Aires, where the pitches ai e absolu- 
tely perfect. Either four ot six 
pitches, at the option of the FIH. 
could be pi epared. 

The opening and the closing cere 
monies as well as the semi-finals 
and the final would be placed at 
the grounds of the Gimnasia and 
Kscrima Club and very near the 
Polo Club. 


CIL claim 
MCC Cup 

C ONTROLLERATE OF INSPEC¬ 
TION ELECTRONICS (CIL) 
claimed the handsome Madras 
Cricket Club Cup here with a sMi- 
tary goal victory over Madras 
Engineering Group in an all-Ban- 
galcrc final of the all-India hockey 
tournamen-. 

Their victory goal came from a 
penalty stroke, seasoned Nagumaba- 
lam converting it. MEG, however, 
could take heart from the fact that 
theii display on that day was better 
than that of CIL, the Bangalore 
senior league champions. 

While MEG proved a well balan¬ 
ced outfit, CIL were not as well 
served by their forwards, with the 
f-xcepiion of shrewd and skilful Na- 
7c«m Pasha, as they were by their 
defenders among whom Naguma- 
balam was a lower r.t strength 

The MEG attack, backed up well 
by half-liners Thresra}, Poobalan 
and Uthaiah and prompted intelli 
gently by their captain and sche 
mei (kivindaraj, carved up ciuite 
a tew chances of scoring but all uf 
them went ‘.u nou^t because of 
their poor finishing, Jeremiah 
(twice), Chenga,ppa (twice) 
Uthaiah spurned chances that came 

CIL’s captain Shanmugam 
receiving the Challenge Cup 
from Tamil Nadu IG of 
Police E. L. Stracey 
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thdr wiqr. Govjiidaraj mmi» one 
■ood try which ww iwred by 90 a)- 
fceepa- Sityamvrthy who ww all 
coandencok Muragm waatad one 
panalty corner by cutting tba ball 
and Muthanna waatad another hy 
hitting inches wide of the target. 


The best chance ClL had during 
the TO-miiHite game came following 
a penalty corner when Nazeem 
Pasha (diot well from the fringe of 
the dee, but goalkeeper Leela Shan¬ 
kar was equal to the occasion 


ClL got the penalty stroke late in 
the extra time period during which 
also MEG had more of the ball 
Following 4 hne crost by right 
wingci Venu Uthappa, centre-for¬ 
ward Appiah <H:oop^ goelward 
Wrh goalkeeper Leela Shanker 
beaten, Muthanna tried to make a 
Roalline bur coinniitied kick<. in 
the process And Nagumabalam 
totiveited It 


The tournament witnessed quite 
a few upsets Lucas TVS who had 
been promoted ‘o senior league 
here only this se,ison proved popu 
lai giani killers, taking one tough 
side attei the othei in then stride 
btiore falling to MEG in the semi 
final They knocked out Integral 
Coaib !■ acini y, a crack Madras 
side by two goals 'o one after 
iiotthiiig a 42 win over Bhaial 
Eariti Moveis Limited (Bangalore), 
and thill scored a solitary goal vie 
tory over Aligarh Muslim Univer 
sity in their replayed quaitei-final 
Lucas TVS held MEG 10 a 1 1 
diaw III their first meeting but the 
task of playing for the third con 
secutivc day told on their stamina 
and in the replay they lost 0 3 
They, however, went down 

Stale Buna of India, surely not 
the powerful side that they were 
in Madras a few yeais ago, brought 
off the biggest surprise of the 
tourney by defeating Bihar Regi 
mental Centre (Dinapore), who had 
emerged runners-up in the recent 
Murugapna Gold Cup tourney here, 
3*1 

State Bank put up a plucky show 
In their semifinal match against 
CIL before losing by a solitary goal 
■cored by Venu Uthappa, off a 
pass from left-winger Rodrigues 
ClL nad earliei defeated holders 
Southern Railway 2-1 in their re¬ 
played quarter-final The railway¬ 
man gave them a tough time and 
were somewhat unlucky to lose on 
a diw when they had an even share 
in the exchanges, if not more 
MEG had beaten Indian Airlines 
5-3 in their replayed quarter final 
Airlines, who had field^ a few re 
serve players were without their 
star forwaid Ashok Kumar in this 
match Ashok bad to leave to 
attend a function at home, and sea 
soned Inam missed him much in 
the forward line 
Chengappa of MEG was awarded 
a special prire and $0 was Tommy 
Nathan of Lucas TVS Prabhakaran 
of SBI was adjudged the playei of 
the tournament 



Coach Charles 


C HARLkb CORNELIUS, the crip 
pled Olympic hockey goal 
keeper, who had a fredi lease of 
life following a majoi knge opera¬ 
tion in the United Kingdom last 
year, is back serving the game he 
Wes most After a short lay off. 


fottowing hie woddiag in MadriS, 
■ couple of months ago, Charlea k 
beck with hk craployen, Border 
Security Force, Jullundur. 

Charles has been appointed 
coach under Udham Sti^ and k 
regularly trainmg the B5F hockey 
teem at the headquarters 

Says Chwies, **l can give demon¬ 
stration of finer points of the game 
without any diffkulty, but I can‘t 
run with my knoe handicap 1 am 
thankful to the BSF officials who 
have shown kindness and sym¬ 
pathy towards me” 

NZ—Aussie Tests 

A FTER lengthy negotiations, 
^ New Zealand and Australia, 
the finalists in the Olympic Hockey 
lournament in Montreal, have 
agreed to meet each other in a 
series of ft 1 official ma'ches dur 
ing the coming autumn 

The first two matches will be in 
Chiistchurih on 11th September 
and in Auckland on 18th Septem¬ 
ber Then it is the New Zealand’s 
turn to travel — first to S>dney 
on 24 th September and on to Mel¬ 
bourne on the following day 

New Zealand had hoped tv le- 
ceive a visit from India, but the 
Indians had to decline 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

The patient took off his shoes 
and socks and rolled up his trou 
sers to reveal several large cuts 
and bruises on bis shins 

The doctor examined him closely 
and said, 'What have you been 
playing — soccer or rugby?' 

'Nmther,' answered the patient. 
'Bridge' 



The MEG forwards advance in the final of the MCC 
invitation tournament 
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T. T. TOPia- 

A NOIHER teafon has begun bur 
^ things remain the same in In 
dian table tennis The offictak are 
never affected by winds of change 
Why, they wouldii I let in fresh 
air' 

Take a simple thing like the 
calendar The dates and venues are 
duly drawn up and announced at 
the beginning of 'be year but as 
the season advances they are con 
stantly chopped and changed No¬ 
body seems te bother how much 
the players aie affected as a re¬ 
sult 

Even the Regional Champion 
ships, whKh are next only to the 
Nationals in impontance, are no 
exception It I ad been stated that 
Gujarat would hold the first of the 
hve meets, the Western India, at 
Baroda from July 30 to August 6 
However, there wa no news of 
Gujarat’s plans Of a sudden, Maha 
laaiitra weie asked on July IS 
whd^er they would be able to 
conduct the event And Mahara 
shtrn who were wondering how to 
fix the dates for the Bombay 
Championships since there was a 
clash with the Western India, rea 
dily accepted 

Maharashtra have thus taken on 
the responsibility of holding the 
Western India with Just a fort 
night's notice That they have the 
experience to handle such a situa 
tion » they sent out the invita 
tions to the tanked players in a 
matter of hours — is another mat 


lt*s the same old story 


ter What should cause ceacaru is 
that the ranked players who arc 
residing in veiious parts of the 
country have not been given suffi¬ 
cient time to prmre theuieelvea 
The least tha' >umes Mashnissalla. 
the honorary secratary of the Gu 
jarat Association, a mernhar of the 
Table Tennis Peacration, selectar, 
commentator etc me, should have 
done was to inform the federation 
at least a month in advance of Gu 
jarat’s inability to host the ebam 
pionships 

And in the light of this expert 
ence one will naturally have reser 
vations about Gujarnt's enthustaam 
and organi s ational skill in holdtag 
the Nationala at VaUahh Vtdyana- 
gar, near Barodi. In January neat 


July IS Since playors muat compete in at 
able to least two Bagional Chmnplaaships 
Mahara m order to ouaiify for aatioiwl 
ranking and since parformancas in 
the KmikMialB will have a bearing 
on the saodings far ibo Na tio n als 
under the now dlapanaation, the 
federation ought to onsuro that 
ptnyors are not put to n aa dl a ss 
hardshipa AtaocutlMis sMuld bo 
asked to eoofinn at laaat a —nrh 
in advance whether ih^ are hoM 
mg tha Bagional moot 

The federation niao imads to take 
a fraah loMc at tha conditions foi 
staging a prtsa-monay tournament 


aficCpc>r»»fthdsp 

Television has brought the sport to 
many people who never before saw 
a tennis match. 



1 have aaid before that tha stipule 
tien that 2$ per cent of the prue- 
monay should be paid to the fede 
ratiea is aimessive and self-defeat¬ 
ing The federation, however, has 
remainad adamant in its stand 

The resuk is that organisers who 
would otherwise hold a pruc-monay 
teumament are offenng "attractive 
pmes” mstead These range from 
plam cash to gift vouchers and ex 
pensive pmes like tape recorders 
and transistors Some are thinking 
of giving cash in the guise of 
schrlarships 

Ihe total budget uf a recent tour 
namam was in the vicinity of Rs 
2Sj000 Yet, It was nut officially a 
prlae menay tournament 

Thus, thanks to i s mulish atti 
tuda, the fedeistmn is tint getting 
oven a paisa from big budget tour 
namants Organisers rtgnrlv ask 
why they should slog to laise the 
reeeurces and pay sii< n a large slice 
to the federation 


‘I believe Arthur Ashe is dealing, but I’m not 
sure u hat inning it is.^* 


rBUSisM 

WsrsmTHhw»hwH«n» 


It must be realised that prise 
money was introduced piimarily to 
provide the players wiut tht tncen 
tlva to weak bard and imptovc 
thalr standards This ob tec live mav 
hardly be said to have bt*eii arhit 
vad, for there were iust two prise 
money tournameit’s ui and hve 
laat year lliis year too, theie will 
ho not more tnan live And woilti 
a player really work haid when he 
is assured cf “teims” and ‘atirac 
live pi«es”? 

There ought to bi at least a 
dosen or more prue-monev lotnna 
menu if the players are ro benehi 
materially And such a chain of 
events wil greatly add to the glit 
ter and popularity of the game 

To achieve this end, the federa 
tiMi Ought to cut down its share to 
iuat ten per cent or else levy a 
hat rate of Rs 1,000 The federa 
tion should realise that such a 
move will actually enhance tu re 
venues since more people will be 
coining forward to hold prue 
money tournaments instead of de 
vtamg ways to hoodwink the fede¬ 
ration 

It ts also pertinent to ask what 
tha faderation has been doing with 
the amount appropriated so far 
from pnto-money tourneys The 
amount mua: be in the region of 
Rs. 2S,000 and it has ostensibly 
gone inte the coaching fund but 
thn fact remains that the federation 
has not organised any coaching so 
far Not even for the NarPonal team 
that went to the last world cham 
pkmahips 

— TOP SPINNER 
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OOME 0 f the eeuotrjr** pley^ 
met vmte in DeSii for the Dr. 
Zakir Huattiii Memorial Table Ten- 
nia tournament recently Though 
it ia too early to talk about m* 
players* form, one thing is certain 
diat Sudhir Phadke is on a come¬ 
back trail after being in the wilder- 
ness for nearly two years. He was 
seeded third bmind National cham¬ 
pion Manjit Dua and that excltiim 
prospect from Tamil Nadu, V 
Chandrasekhar. 

For those who have teen Phadke 
piay this season, it did not come 
as a surprise when be beat Chan¬ 
drasekhar and quaKfted to meet 
Dua in the final Many had their 
money on him to win me title but 
Dua touched his peak to avenge 
his defeat in the previous tourna¬ 
ment in the capital 

With a dittinct change in his 
style and tactics, Phadke is a vast¬ 
ly improved pisyer now No longat 
does he merely chop standing biu.k 
to wear down his opponent Now 
there is a fair amount of attuc* 
mixad with his coiit? oiled defsn 
This blend of defence and sggre* 
•non baffled Dua in the TelMoni 
tournament but in this tournament 
the rolci were reversed Dua with 
his heavily spun loop drive pushed 
Phadke bat k and found him at his 
mercy with quite a lew unretriev- 
aOle drop <hots The National 
cnampinn v cias*^ ultimately told on 
Tha tSTi woi Id ranking star 
Phadka was left groping for the 
ball Dua got hi< deadly foie 
hand eoing 

Phadke’s clash with Chandra 
sekhar in the semi-final was a 
thrilling one Not hesitating to play 
his shots, Chandra fought well to 
take the match into the fifth game 
after the reckless third game i^ich 
he lost at six In die end Pbedke 
finished the match m great style by 
unleashing ,hnts from bom the 
flanks 

In the other semi-fanal, Dua not 
only strug^ed for form but also 
faced a volatile Pankaj Butalia^ a 
great tighter in his own way Wim 
his Nastase-like tantrums the bear¬ 
ded Butalia tried to psyche Dua 
and drive home the psychologicai 
advantage of having b^ten Kim in 
the team events at the Allehabad 
Nationals Aftei a close first game 
which he lost, Butaha took the sec¬ 
ond and entertained a clear hope 
• of victory Dua forged ahead agMn 
and in the fourth game the playwrs 
resortpd te gamesmanahip, each 
one trying to score a point over the 
other in petty disputes A sore Bu¬ 
talia bowed out having lost the 
fourth game on extra points 

Butaha, who was not seeded, 
mocked at the seeding committee 
Iw putting out N V. Ashok of An¬ 
dhra Pradesh and then overcame 
another giant-kiiler Mukesh Jain 
of Delhi who had caused a sense 
tion by defeating R Hari, tha pro¬ 
mising Tamil Nadu youngster who 


A Phadke comebackt 


had taken the capital by storm 
when be «ron the Motilaf Ndiru 
memorial toomamem earlier this 
year. Mukesh, who doos not play 
r^ilarly because of e heart ail¬ 
ment, bMt Hari In four games and 
went the full distance against Bu¬ 
talia in the quarter-finals 

Maharashtra’s Suhas Kulkarni 
lest to Chandrasekhar, Phadke beat 
R. Sekhar and Dua defeated San 
Jaev Kapoor ia straight nmes in 
the omer quarter-finals Swchar was 
lucky to survive die earlier round 
against Viniiet Chaudhury of Delhi 
who leading 2-1 lost die fouftfa 
game on extra points from an ad¬ 
vantageous posiion 

In the woman's section, Nandini 
Kulkarni produced a surprise by 
ctaiming the title beating India’s 
No 2 and top seed Indu Puri in 
five games lodu after losing the 


first two games came back to level 
the match, winning an exciting 
fourth game on extra points, hut 
could net MCvent Nandini from 
imdting it Mlhi’t Geeti Thadani 
gave an impressive display in her 
semi-final match with Indu Though 
she loet in straight games, she had 
a good lead in the beginning of 
each game Nandini won against 
Rita Mahajan in the odier semi 
final 

Manmeet Singh, tha reigning na¬ 
tional junior champion, took the 
boys’ title quite comfortably beat 
ing Assam’s Rajiv Salkia But in 
the seim-finals ha was trouMcd a 
lot by a local boy Alok Lai who w 
back in the game after a yem-’s 
lay-off Alok stretched him fully 
The lanky Assam boy beat Nishith 
Vyas in the other semi-final 

— SW Correspondent 



Manjit Dua (top), Nandini Kulknml and Sudhir Phadke 
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Fantastic win 

IJEARTY conKratuiaiion^ to bast 
Bengal Club for their fantastic 
2-0 victory over traditional rivals 
Mohun Bagan This clearly proves 
that exMrience » noc an that 
counts. Youth, stamina and vigour 
also play a decisive part in sport 
— Abhijit Bhaitacharya (Bombay) 

npHE recent attack on the Mohun 
• Bagan players in Calcutta by 
their “supporters” was a disgrace* 
ful show of violence To hear that 
as many as five players were in¬ 
jured is indeed shocking and 
should be condemned in the stron 
gest possible terms 
Itiis show of temper bv Indian 
fans is indeed becoming all too 
common and if the cancer is not 
stopped now it will spread to all 
parts of the “body.” 

Gul-Fraar Ezekiel (Calcutta) 


Cheers, Ashok 

M y heartfelt congratulations to 
SPORTSWKF.K on having 
done such a wonderful job even 
after Ashok Kumar did not even 
find a place among the 54 prob¬ 
ables to veiect the Indian team for 
the fourth World Cup Then came 
that .strong article by Rayan Amal 
Raj in your issue dated July 17 
Ashok Kumar has now been called 
to the camp This may perhaps be 
a co-incidence but co-incidences do 
not lake place always as has hap¬ 
pened whenever your magazine has 
defended a just cause. 

— Milind Wagle (Poona). 

I CONGRATULATE you for ta- 
king up successfully the case 
of Ashok Kumar. Hope he doesn’t 
suffer the same fate as Balbir 
Singh of the Railways, who was 
called to the camp under pressure 
and then dropped. 

— Sanjeet Singh Pagshufci 
(New Delhi) 

Pace bowlers 

'T'HE news thm the Adhikari coa- 
ching camp conducted by the 
Cricket Board has found three men 
of genuine pace in Randhir Singh, 
Yogiraj, and Kapil Dev should give 
some satisfaction to all cricket 
lovers. 

What matters more is qualitv 


and not the quantity of untrained, 
mediocre men More than the pre¬ 
paration of pitches to aid the fas¬ 
ter men, the need cf the hour is 
to teach and coach the techniqzM 
of fas bowling. Even technique 
can be adopted only if the trainees 
have been caught young and ere 
in a position to assimilate the rudi¬ 
ments of fast bowling So it is no 
mean achievement that Adhikari 
and his depu’^ies have unearthed 
these potential pacemen. 

The fioard should continue the 
good work of Adhikari and his 
men, by giving these men, all pos¬ 
sible encouragement by including 
them in all our national matches, 
straightaway without any hesita¬ 
tion A bowlo- can only improve 
if he bowls a lot. 

— V. Ramachandran (Madras). 

Unlucky Betty 

1\r0W that so much has been said 
^ ' about the Wimbledon champs, 
Bjorn Boi^ and Virginia Wade, 
ard the ‘fvrture champs’, 18 year 
{• lohn McEnroe and 14 year old 
TidCjr Austin, a word on Betty 
Stove, who should be given a spe¬ 
cial prize for being this year’s most 
'•nlucky person. 

Betty featured in three Wimble¬ 
don finals, singles, doubles (with 
Martina Navratilova), and mixed 
doubles (with F D McMillan), and 
lost in all of them 

— Farag Kamani tBombay) 


StudentsI 

What are your 
career goals? 

Let Bank of Baroda 
help you get there 


Bank of Baroda givas you liboialiaod* loans 
to puiauo graduaw/peat-graduato eounas fat 
Afta, Selsnea, Commarea, Eeonow fcs . Managai _ 
ate.; prof wato nal courass Hka Enginasrfaig. Madieina. Agricultura. 
ate.: eourasa Issding to Aaaoeiato MsmboraMpa of ony racognisod 
pralaaaional body: apoeial troinfaig oouiaoa IHm B. Ed. So you 
ean fanpravo your knowdodgo andakW for banar job prosptett... 
or oat up your own, fatdoptmdam pmotieo. 


I owanaMoto atudoma (both major and minor) 
with mariiorioua roeofd. 

* AMbitom uptoBa.6.000|.forganoralalu«asandupto 
Rt. 2S.000/* for prof aaalonal ceuiaoa. 

* Spoeial eoneaaaien for Sehodulod Caaio/Sehodulod Triho Mudonts. 
oa wan aa dMorufaig otudoms whoao pamMs'fateomo fa) laas 

than Ra. 10.000f~ par ysar. 

* Easy rapaymant faeaWat—dapanding on tho eapoeMv of iho 
borrowar. 

For mom dataHt, ask your n oo r aa t Bank of Baroda branch. 



Bbak Of Baroda 

A OevwniMm al InSit Undenakina 

A^oMweife ef eiNir 1100 feianchM in India and 
■hmm»lii Cslalnin, FlU Islands, awyans, gms| 
Maarltius, SutisnaW nl Oman, U.A.i. and UJtT 


Sb 
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^1^ HILE ttw racinc authorities in 
Bangalore and other centres 
are irorr 3 nng about the jockeys* 
strike, I am afraid they may 
soon find themselves with ano 
ther problem on their hands 

I was walking past the stables in 
Bangalore last week, shortly 
after the day’s races, when Pinot 
Noir approached me and asked 
roe if 1 would like to attend die 
eneral body meeting of the 
orses 

“Don’t tell me you people aie also 
forming a union," I said 

Pinot Noir replied “We have al 
ready formed a union, three 
years ago, during the Tollygunj 
races The trouble is that none 
of the turf clubs have recognised 
it" 

“I can believe that, our turf clubs 
are against union activities," I 
said, as I followed Pinot Non to 
an open field in 'be middle ot 
the stables 

Almost all the hmses were there 
eating grass and raising slogans 
In the ircnt u>ws wets* Sqii.in 
derer. Regal Pi nice, Grand 
Paiadeand many champions ot 
the past 

Pinot Non who had lakc'ti upon 
himscit the ia»k of lx mg ms 
guide old me Somi of tin 

horses have tome fiom the stud 
fainis by spatial iharttrcd 
horsi Hams Ihis is tht bigccsi 



ever meeting ot people assoc la 
ted with the Indian turi evei 
held It i> bigger than the mee' 
ing ot the jotktvs 

At this stage Amontillado who 
had been asked to ptaside, tailed 
the meeting to ordei and said 
“While the racing authoriMes are 
opening more and more off 
course betting centres there is 
very little done for the horses 
Not only have they tefused to 
meet our demands, but 'hey have 
kept postponing the issue of 
rcctgoping out union’ 

Some of tht horses, mainls of 
Class VB (maidens at the time 
of starting) shouted that they 
should inimedtaitlv launch a 
strike and it lust lo t imi out of 
the stablts on rate davs Otheis 
fell th . llicv should begin with 
a M* slow lilt hors< s should lust 
am')U thiiiugh i lait and il a 
liirktt used a whip then go on 
a sii ike 

Pimit Non Item down and wliispei 
td inlu ms eai ^s you tan set 
things have gone coo fai and tht 


executive tonunittee will have to 
decide on a strike” 

Squanderer, the richest and moat 
successful member of the union, 
got up to speak I could see he 
was wearing the many blue rib 
bons he had won in his illustri 
ous career 

“What IS lequired," he said, “is to 
get the racing public on our 
side We must get their sym 
pathy It IS necessaiy that a 
punter at Mahalaxmi does not 
blame us tor not having an op 
portuns y lo lose his money be 
cause there is no off course bet 
ting as the horses in Bangalore 
are on strike” 

Pinot Notr told me “I will latm 
try and explain to you what 
Squanderer b tiying to vav” 

Some at 'he senior horses, who, 
through years of association, had 
good relations with the jockeys, 
tclt that they should join hands 
with the jockeys in the fight 
against he racing authorities 

Amontillado, however, ruled this 
out saying that the jockeys union 
would never be recognised and 
It was pointless making common 
cause with them 

it was hnally decided that a me 
morandum. signed bv all ’he 
horses, would be presented to 
the Bangalore Turf Club \iid as 
nunc of the hoi SC'S could natural 
1> sign their names 1 sat through 
the night and signed foi them 


C.IVI me a slogan foi Imliai' 
cricket today■' 

\lt’td Vd/ (Bombay/ 

A UNIOUfHi-D by Patkei ■ 

WHO lias the most teinark 
able beai d in the held ol 
Cl icket^ 

— Piasama Baneijee (Calcutta) 

A NONL ‘O fai to better (jracc 

Q IS II Hue Greg Chappell has 
lefused to play in lest mat 
ches with India t>erau/>e India are 
sub standard’ 

~ Raghavendra S Navak 
(Bombay 9'>) 



231 tuns at an average of 21 (X) 
with 17 against New Zealand as his 
best score He has claimed 19 wic 
kets foi %2 tuns aid held 'hre* 
catches 

HOW manv catches have 
been held bv New Zcalandei 
Glenn Turner in Tests*' 



A WHAT IS true is that Greg 
^ thinks i* IS more profitable 
to play for Packer 


Q WHAT are the Test figures 
of Ghavri and Madan LaP 
— Saswara Deb (Bombay 89) 

A IN 14 Tests Madan Lai has 
^ scored 376 runs at an ave 
rage of 18 80 with 55 nor out 
against West Indies as his highest 
score He has taken 20 wickets for 
780 runs and held seven catches 
In eight Tests, Ghavn has scored 


— k Siintvas Rao (Dalmianagar 
Bihar) 

A TORTY cat/ hes in 39 Tests 

Q HOW manv runs did Greg 
Chappell seme when he tour 
ed I nglaiid in 197') and what was 
his highest scuii" 

— Suhas U Bene tKepem, Goa) 

A Ht plaved m foui Tests and 
^ in seven innings, twice not 
out t(* ailed 106 at an average ol 
21 20 His highest was 73 not out 


in the second innings of the drawn 
econd Test at Lord’s 


Q CAN Venkatraghavan b<- 
considered an all roundsi ' 
— P bravay Kumat (Hvdeiabadi 

A DEPENDS upon whethei he 
^ is playing in Tests oi toi 
Tanul Nadu in the South Zont 
Ranii League 


WHAl were Clive Lloyds 
scores in the Bombay Test 
in 1974 7S' 

— Mahesh (Bangalore i 

A A careei best 242 not out in 
^ the lirst innings and 37 off 
)usr 17 balls in the second 


HOW many cen uncs and 
half centuries have bet n 
semed by Glenn Turnei and iohii 
Parker in Tests’ 

— N Ravisanker (Pudimadaki 
A P ) 


A IN 39 Tests, lurnti has hii 

^ up seven ceiituiies and 14 
half centui les and aggieuted 2,920 
luns John Parker has played in 23 
Tests and scored three centuries 
and two half-centut les while total 
ling 1,073 runs 
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An imposing record 



((OQUANDERFR’s Invitation 
Cup" screamed a headline 
two days before the great lace 
That the vast majority of racegon's 
echoed that sentiment was evident 
from the fact that this magnificeni 
son of Valoroso Milkv Way raced 
as a “money back" favourite, some 
thing which IS unparalleled in the 
15 year history of this superciassic 
this meeting of champions 

Eor, though the field of six was 
the smallest ever it was fully re 
preeentattve of the best four year 
olds in the land as it included 
lopspin, the Calcutta Dertv and 
St Leger winner, Kitty Bank, the 
giant of the south, and Reprint, 
who IS the country’s best perform 
ed fillv Squanderer treated them 
all with haughty disdain, he was 
the king and they were the cour 
tiers And the vast assemblage 
which made for the biggest atten 
dance of the current Bangaloie 
Summer Meeting paid spontaneous 
and handsome tribute to his awe 
some dignity, his unchallenged au 
thonty and the un-ivalled splen 
doui of hu fluen* action which 
perhaps, the immortal Damon 
Runyon would have described as 
the "poeti y of motion ” 

Truth to tell, there is not much 
one can say aouut the race Kitty 
Bang made a fair pace from the 
start and Squanderer raced in last 
but one position Shinde improved 
Squanderer’s position nearing the 
final bend, drew alongside of Kitty 
Bank early in the straight and the 
race was over lor all practical pur 


poses Shinde kept waving the 
stick at Squanderer and this gave 
rise to the impression hat he was 
under pressure That was not so 
at all and it could have been that 
Shinde was saluting the flags of 
the Turf Authorities which were 
flying gaily in the breere of, and 
this IS a fliffiit of fancy, he was 
waving goodbye to Squanderer’s 
competitors 

Squanderei, who was bred at the 
Yeiavada Stud by General and 
Smt P P Kumaramangalam, has 
the most imposing record of any 
Indian bred and it was fi'ting that 
he surpassed the Rs 10 lakh maik 
which only Commanche had rea 
ched With this victory and went on 
to set up a new national stakes 
winning record of Rs 10,34,000 
Obviously he will go over Rs 12 
lakhs before he is retired as he is 
indubitably the best horse in tiain 
mg and every terms race in which 
he IS a runner is his for 'he asling 

Squanderer has been beaten but 
once in 12 starts, in last yeai s 
Bangalore Colts Trial Stakes He 
has won eight races in a low and 
except for the first iwo runs of 
his rareei, whuh wen winning 
ones he has always gone out as 
the public choice He is jointly 
owned by thosr excellent spoits 
men Raniu V Bhat and I S Mii 
chandatn and in wii nine he cna 
bled Bhat to become the hist 
ownei to win this race twice as 
last year’s winiiei Commanche 
was owned l>v him and Yogesh M 
Shah 

That IS no mean teat but it does 
not compare wrh that of the chani 
pion Bombay traiiiet R R Byramp 
who, in winning this race foui 
times has set a tecord which u will 
he difficult for any professional to 
equal His previous winners were 
Prince Khartoum (Madras—1972) 
lopniost (Bombay — 1974) and 


Comimncbc (Madrtn — 197S). All 
his winners had been Indian Derby 
winners end ell but Topmoec bed 
earlier claimed the Bangafairb 
Derby This was Shinde's first In> 
vita ion Cup success 

Squanderer clocked 2 mbtutes, 
40 2 5 seconds which ik> the same 
time which Mount Evereet cut 
when this race was inaugurated in 
Bombay in 1973 and is me slownst 
in the series If Mount Everest will 
always be remembered as the firs: 
winner of this race Squanderer, 
too, has a permanent piece in the 
record books as he is the first win> 
nei of the Rs 90,000 rolling tro¬ 
phy tor thi« race which was intro¬ 
duced this year His name will be 
the first to be engraved upon it 

Bha IS without question the most 
successful relatively small owner 
in the game and it would seem that 
more laurels are due to him 


Hyderabad ail set 

rwsHI Hyderabad Race Club, 
which was emerged as the 
fifth turf authority in the country, 
IS all set to hold its Monsoon Meet 
ing from Toly 30 An aCtractive 
prospectus has been got up and as 
usual the pure money will be high 
The Piesident of India Gold Cup, 
The Three Classics and the Niaam’s 
Cup occupy pride of place Apart 
irom these glamorous events, the 
lurf Authnritv Inauguration Cup 
IS slated tor the opening day 

Chulam Ahmed is Chairman of 
he Stewards of the Hyderabad 
Race Club in its inaugural year 
N N Reddy, the Secretary, and V 
N Reddy, his deputy, are working 
realouslv to make the season a 
success 

— M H Khan 



Squanderer (^mde up) winning the Indian Turf Invitation Cup 1977 from 

Kitty Bank at Bangalima 
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WE^ICgOt 


Shoes designed in Canada 

_ for comfort, styled for action 

■k and built to keep pace with fast 

young feet. Wear them once 
to know what sporty casuals 
are really meant to be ! 


foryoa 


Available at selected 



stores 
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kayo Packer 









Tlw nouridiiiient diat bollds resistaiiGe, 
sanguaids heiddi day after d^. 


Horlicks, taken regularly, gives your 
family the nourishment that builds up 
thair resistance end keeps them full of 
health. Health tnat means success 
and happiness. Health that keeps you 
fit and active and builds security. 

Horlicks. It's the only one that 
doctors all over the world 
recommend. The onfy one that gives 
'M much nourishment because its rich, 
pure ingredients are combined by the 


unique Horlicks process which retains 
their natural goodness and makes them 
easy to digest. 

That's why Suchitra has made 
Horlicks a part of her family's life. She 
knows that Horlicks gives them 
health protection. 

Like Suchitra, give your family 
Horlicks every day and watch them 
grow in health and strength through 
all the years ahead. 


HORUCKS-llie Gii^ 

*ln North anH Wtst zones only. 




"Horlicks is a prime sourca 
of noiinshment. It has given 
eonsittent goodness through 
the years. I recommend 
Horlicks to build up your 
family's resistance and keep 
them healthy and active day 
after day." 



Horlicks It a Rogistersd Trade Mark. 


Hx-4548-4 



Cathay Pacific knows the 
most sec-worthy {daces in Asia. 


Cathay Pacific is at home in 
virtually every place worth seeing 
in Asia 

That s only natufdl' 

We're the Biitish airline that has 
been growing up in the Orient for 
over 30 vears now 

Our modem fleet, flown by British 
and Australian pilots links our 


home base Hong Kong with all 
the major cities of S E Asia with 
Australia and with the Middle East 
On board you are attended to by 
English speaking flight hostesses 
who come from all the countries 
we serve We pride ouiselves on 
our cuisine -and drinks are on 
the house 


Hong Kong% discovery airline Vv 

CATHAY PACIFIC 

The Swire Group 




'"We know 
you’ll like us” 


BOMBAY Taj Imer-Continental Apollo Bunder Phone 29775B • CALCUTTA Jeevan Deep 1 Middleton Street Phone 447238. 
MADRAS 153 Mount Road Pione 86356 • NEW DFLHI Hotel Janpath Room No 6 Phone 381831 
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Why IS It that cottons look white and 
synthetics don’t, even though they're 
washed with the same detergent 
powder? That's because synthetics 
and blends need a special whitener— 
Ranipal-S. Regular use of Ranipal-S 
keeps your synthetic clothes white 
as new 


HERTZBERG 


LEVINSON 


THE GREATEST COMEDY 

EVENT OF OUR TIME! 


Ranipal-S whitens synthetics best ^ STERLING 


NOW SHOWING 
Dally 4 Shows (U) 
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SHARAD KOTNIS: 


Bhalindra leaves 
athletes 
in the lurch 

AJA BHALINDRA SINGH, the controversial 
former president of the Indian Olympic Asso-,^ 
ciation, produced a rabbit out of his hat when asked^ 
to arbitrate as the lOA observer and .sort out the 
mess the Ama.teur Athletic Federation of India and 
the Delhi Athletic Association had got into. 

The Raja, who some years back went to the 
extent of recommending disqualification of the lOA 
to the Internationa] Olympic Committee because of 
what he termed ‘“government interference” in the 
lOA's affairs, master-minded the roup that recogni¬ 
sed the claim.s of his favourites, supported by their 
stooges, the Indian Olympic Association. In the pro¬ 
cess, the Raja was able to instal a hockey official, 
an archery official and an ousted former d^uty 
minister, all of them having no connection what¬ 
soever with athletics in Delhi in preference to men 
of established reputation in the athletics world, 
who had devoted a lifetime for the betterment of 
the sport. As a result Delhi’s athletes will continue 
to suffer. And all this happened after the AAFl, 
the parent body, had recopiised the set of officials, 
who have been derecognised now, throufdi all of 
last yeai! 

By installing Buta Singh as the president of the 
AAFl after recognising his claims to represent the 
Delhi body with whom he has never been associated. 
Raja Bhalindra Singh has played a dirty trick on 
the Delhi athletes and their officials Knowing very 
well where the Raja's allegiance lies, the members 
ot the AAFl should not have agreed to his being 
an arbitrator in this delicate affair. And what hap¬ 
pened to all those 'rebels* who convened a requisi¬ 
tioned meeting in Bombay to protest against the 
aibitrar) continuance of Buta Singh in office? 
They seem to have been tamed Not a voice was 
rai.sed against this daviight murder of Indian athle¬ 
tics at Delhi What a pity that this blatant injus¬ 
tice to athletes has occurred without a note of 
protest. 

The malady that inflicts our sport continues to 
grow. Power-crazy officials shamelessly cling to 
their posts disrtigarding the advancement of the sport 
they try to govern or mis-govern. The Education 
Ministry and the AICS wait in the wings as bystan¬ 
ders pleading helplessness in dealing with die 
‘autonomous’ sports federations. If, therefore, Indian 
sport is to improve, the only solution seems to be a 
Ministry of Sports at the Centre to govern sports 
at the highest level to bring our ever-etring officials 
to book. It is high time the Neroes of our sports are 
told to stop fiddling. 
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Cricket will survive 

IT IS d sad dd\ fr»i cncktt The stdis> aie ftone peihaps foi evei But tucket will 
• suivive 

The low that eiidea last week with thi fxpulsioii ul 51 gieat plateis lioni the 
gaiiK began as a tmv aliaii 

One man Kent Patkt i vianted TV lights loi his tomrneitnal TV station in 
Austi alia 

Tht lo<al low txpandtd i ntil the whoU ol iiitkct was involved 

Ciuket had no option but to llwow th« lot out 

Fatkej linn b< floating in thi Inadlints Foi most howevei theit is muth sad- 
niss at the loss of so mant niagniluent plave.s Ciicket is one of the lew big games left 
that still has a giaii md poetis m it 

It IS htiaust ol that wt ait sad It is because o* that also that ciicket will not 
)iil\ sui\i\< it will be be Itc I foi all 

KEN LAWRENCE 

SAD, BUT INEVITABLE 


T he Int» I n itional Ciickct Conliuixcs 
statement 1 oin Loids said 

Membei countins give long and «ai 
n» st tonsidci atioii to thi ilfict of thi F’ai 
kei pjoposals on iiiikct .it <11 levels and m 
all conntnes 

Ihic rtaffiMii ih» vu-vvs «1 i'i< 1 <m iniitli 
plaviilK ciuiUiits ih'i the whoU slim tun ot 

Liicktt could be scvinlv dam im d bv th« iv|>c of 
pioniotion proposed bs r«lei and hi issoii.iUs 

Mimbiis of Itc ait deii i iniiitd lo 

continue to piomotc intt i iiatioii.tl ni>ilth(s bitvsitn 
(ountiics and to oppose to the maximum ixitni tbc 
senes of cxhibiiioii matchis in iiigtd to t iki placi 


in itusiialii dining the foithcoming Austialian 
Slimmer 

rh< St matcht< will not late as hist class nor 
appeal III official records 

No plavei who, alter October 1 1977 has 

plavctl Ol has made himself available lo plav in a 
mttch prtsiouslv drsapprosed bs the Confertmc 
shill thtriafiei be eligible to play in any lest 
nniih svitiiout rht express consent of the fonln 
t net 

Ihe (onlciencc sUoiigh recommended that 
idch member country should pursue a* soon as pos 
sible at fust (lass hwei and in other rlornt lit 
criiktt atiititics iht implementation ot decisions 
made in it gate! to le t matches 


Packer*s pirates stumped 


K ERR^ PACKERS enc 
kcting siipt ist.iis will be 
slumped heloM a ball ha 
been bowled m Aiistialia thi 
w inte I 

They ait all nut ni lest nickel 
under iit vt legislation passed bv Ihe 
Inter natione] 1 1 ir ki t (onltiiiicc 
at 1 Old s lest istt k 

And ail nut of oilier first class 
and dumcslit eiiekct just as soon 
as individual louiitrus gtt round 
to hocking the iniei national tleei 
Sion 

So now 91 ot the wot Id s top 
player who have signed tnnnaels 
to play in Australian IV magn iit 
Paekii s unofficial stnes know the 
score 

rhey have bteil walking a light 


■ opt ) vet sinet he revealed hts 
plans lor a riiekel cue its in Mas 
Now ihiv have fallen off 

And while ii is Ihe saddest deei 
Sion iiiekei author ity has evei had 
K niakt It was also an inevitable 
one 

Paekei in setting up he pirate 
series as thi ultimate weapon in 
his (orifliet with tin Australian 
Cricket Buaid over exclusive tele 
vision lights foi cricket there, is 
threatening the whole fabric of the 
game 

And the six lest playing coun 
tilts - Ingland \ustralia. West 
Indies India Pakistan and New 
Zealand - have no aIteinative but 
In outlaw eveivone associated with 
him 

Ills irciuits have until October 
I to (hange their minds 


And although irickets pariia 

ment has left a re entry elause 
in Its emergency regulations, no 
unt will hnd it easy to return aftei 
that date 

riles would only be able to come 
back with the express consent ot 
the ICC And that would only be 
given on an application fiom their 
countries 

ihe decisions, as far as English 
cricket is concerned, will be taken 
at the summei meeting of the 
lest Slid County Cricket Board on 
August *! 

In Australia where clubs have 
already started suspending players 
involved with Packer, the moment 
of truth comes in September 

— PAT GIBSON 
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K erry packer clainu to b« 
an indifferent cricketer who 
loves the game. 

But according to Barry Knight, 
former English Test all-rounder 
who once gave Packer some coa 
ching, “her's a solid batsman who 
plays very straight.” 

Those who know Packer would 
probably agree that the descrip¬ 
tion fits him more than his cric¬ 
keting ability 

Like his now legendary father, 
newspaper and television mag 
nate the late Sir Frank Packer, 
Keny Francis Bullmoic Packet, 
chairman of Television Corpoia 
tioii Limited, piopriecors ut 
Channel 9 in Sydney and Mel 
bourne, is a hard-headed, plain 
talking, no nonsense television 
bos.s with an eye for a good pro 
position and to hell with the 
establishment 

Packer is the Austialian businesv 
man who has upset the establi 
shed controlleis of the rrickee 
around the woild with his plan 
to launch an Australia vs the 
Rest of the World cricket .senes 


T 
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J e t f Thomson 

(near left) of 
Australia and 
Alvin Kallichar 
ran of the West 
Indies have wal 
ked out on Packer 



Packer—playing straight 



of six ‘lests' and back-up games 
in Australia in the 1977-78 sea 
son. 


Packer makes no apologies for his 
$A2.500.000 deal to “buy tiisi 
class crickeit” and the futoie 
created does not worry him 

“It’s a commeicial venture and we 
expect to do very well out of it,” 
he said. 

But he emphasises his belief that 
this is the best thing that has 
ever happened to cricket. 

“If the Cricket Board had thought 
of it, everyone would have ap 
plauded.” he said. “If we hadn’t 
thought of it, someone else 
would. 

“This is going to be the biggest 


thing in spedatoi spnit in Aus 
iidlia. We die gelling uenien 
dons I espouse ahead} ” 

lie dismissed ci Hit ism that com 
nieitialisatifm toiild kill the 
game “rell me what gamt 
mones has killed’ The «>nlv 
games that have been killed aie 
the ones without monev ” 

Fdckei says he wants lo coopeiale 
with the Cricket Boaid Playeis 
iindei contidCI will be fiec to 
play Intel national and grade 
ttiiko: and matches will be 
aiiaiiged so as not tr. clash with 
'lesis and major hual games 

Hut if ihev don’t cooperate ihey'll 
svalk straight into a meat man¬ 
gier," he said 

Kerry Packet, youngei sun of Sii 
Frank, is 19 (“1 look 50 and feel 
70”) He IS married and has a 
son, 10, and a daughtei, 11 

Education'' “I^acking," he said, add¬ 
ing "Cranbrook in Sydney and 
Geelong Grammar near Mel 
bouine — should have l>een 
Borstal. ’ 

Toriiaiy odiicaiion, ”I don’t think I 
was smart enough to go to uni 
vetsity — I was pul lo work in 
the factories ” 

Packer spent the first five years ot 
his working life “going through 
the mill” in hi.s father’s news 
paper and television companies 

“I started on the bottom rung do¬ 
ing a series of labuuiing lobs - 
a printei on the presses, work 
ing cameras, booms, shifltitg 


steiieiv - that sot* of thing,” he 
said 

His fathet sent him to the United 
States for 12 months where he 
did the same thing with WCWS 
Ciianiiel 5 in Cleveland, Ohio. 

“It wss very useful experience,” 
ht said “You ge' an idea of how 
things work and you can tell 
whether people are working haid 
or not ■’ 

Aftei his apprenticeship on the 
floor, Keiry Packer moved to the 
advertising department of the 
Daily Telegraph, selling classi¬ 
fied advertisemeis's and later 
went on the road as a salesman 
selling display ads 

He became in succession the ad¬ 
vertising manager fot a numbei 
of the company publications, ad 
vet Using director of the com 
paiiy, general manager and mana¬ 
ging director. 

’’You can say I have had a meteo 
ric rise, all due to ability—and 
make sure that comes out sound¬ 
ing funny,” he said 

Away fiom the office. Packer des¬ 
cribes himself as an average Aus¬ 
tralian He played cricket and 
lootball in his youth, plays golf 
and tennis still and is a keen 
follower of cricket and football 

In addi’ion to its cricket and golt 
involvement. Packer’s company 
gained the exclusive rights to 
televise the coming International 
Rugby League .senes between 
Australia, New Zealand. France 
and Britain, and has made a 
$A1,000,000 bid for the Au.stra 
ban Open tennis championships 
and other major tennis eveii:s in 
Australia — AIS 
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Bedi not 

K nowing Bishen Bedi 
well 1 was astounded to 
lead the unconiiimed lepoit 
m SPORTSWEEK of July 3 
1977 “Bedi joins the (Packer) 
pack 

Hiik recent personal letter from 
Northamptonshire relieved me 
KreeUy — as it will the readers of 
SPORTSWFbK Bedi has expressed 
his sentiments so well that I will 
have to guote him I am sure Bisheci 
will not mind if I make the con 
tents of his letter public 

Wiiles Bedi “Let me assure you 
that Kerry Packer (K P ) could 
have never bought me lo mv mind 
his entire logic is wiong He is 
simply black mailing the Austrahan 
Board by firing his financial guns 
on the shoulders of top interna 
tionals who have suddenly realised 
they should gel same money as 
golfeis and lennis players 


wants a «oiii|i oniisi lo sun him 
. —K M MeherHoroji 

Greig keeping quiet 


t^HOUGH two have ditched Pat 
■■■ ker, the others are standing 
firm 

TONY GKhlG “I'm not saying 
anything No comment I m keep 
ing quiet about this ' 

MIKb PROCIfR (South 
Africa) ‘Suiely the law wouidn t 
let the cricket authorities dcpiive 
me of eaining my living with Glou 
cestershire 

ZAHEPR ABBAS When 1 
signed for Packer 1 knew my Paki 


Playing Packer at his game 


A WLAITHY I oiidon business 
man has offered to put up half 
a million pounds to keep Pnghsh 
cricket stais out of Keiiy Packet s 
cricket circus 

David Fvans said he was leady 
to buy out the contiacts of five 
England lest stars — Greig Un 
derwood, Knott Amiss and Snow 
— who have signed up with Packer 
and offered to sponsor eveiy Png 
land player by paying 1,000 pounds 
foi every lest match 

Evans stepped in as Packer flew 
to London in an apparent bid to 
save his new cricket expite from 
crumbling 

Fvans, who made his money in 
an oifice cleaning business, said he 
had put his plan to Doug Insole, 
chairman of the Pnglish Test and 
County Cricket Board (TCCB) 

The news ot the offer to English 


joining 

‘ 1 might have succumed to K P’s 
offer initially, but now after having 
gone into the whole project more 
deeply, 1 would hold Test rncket 
more dear to my heart 

“I’d hate to see any moneyed in 
dividual try to destroy the struc 
ture of lest playing countries and 
getting away with it If the plavers 
feel they should get more money, 
they should fight fot their rights 
with their respective Boards in 
stead of allowing a rank outsidei 
to buy their national pi ide, self 
lespect and conscience” 

Bravo Bedi, well bowled Had he 
captured 9 for 51 in a Test innings, 
I could not have admired him mort 
than I do now 

Continues Bedi once again dead 
on the wuket “It will be sad if 
Test ci iCKei goes similarly it would 
be ghastly if players are banned 
f I o m fit St class cricket Packet 


Stan lest careei was in jeopardy 
But I never dreamed that I would 
also be risking my job with Glou 
cesici shiie ’ 

|ACK BAILFY ICt Secreiaiy 
It will be tough foi them to get 
back once they have committed 
themselves elsewheic 

Our Octobii dale has been fixed 
so that all the players know where 
thev staid and the countries will 
also be awaie ot what men ihes 
will have available when ihts ait 
di ranging then lesls ” 


Cl 11 Kit was itvcalcd in I ondon bv 
Mike Brearlcs the England cap 
tain who IS a liiend of 1 vans 
Bteailcv said It Davids scheme 
was implemented there would be 
no loss of revenue to English cru 
ket as a whole because their noi 
mat source of income would be un 
affected 

This scheme has come about as 
a direct result of Packer’s initia 
live — and there is no reason to 
think that David I vans is alone, ’ 
he said There may well be other 
potential sponsois leady to come 
forward with different ideas I just 
hope thev will be welcomed by the 
authoi ities,” Brearley added 

Brearley said Fvans is to meet 
Insole again this week Ihe Eng 
land captain said Under David’s 
scheme lest pla' ers would be able 
to earn about 16,000 pounds (27,200 
dollars) a year, which is just not 
possible at the moment” 


Aussies in 
the dumps 

epHE wilting is on the wall for 
Australia As we go to press on 
the final day of the third Test at 
Trent Budge, Nottingham, England 
aie poised for their second sue 
cessive win which should put them 
two up with two to play 

So an England team which went 
into the series with only a 50-50 
chance of winning looks like going 
through It with ease It certainly 
IS a grim picture for Australia — 
and with then batting and fielding 
posing such gigantic piobicins a 
iccovery looks impossible 

rhe return of Geoff Boycott to 
the lest scene became inevitable 
with Amiss lepeated failures Anri 
that hard headed Voi kshireman 
heralded b i s comeback with a 
fighting century No mattei that it 
took SIS houis - in the fact of all 
the Cl itirism that has come his was 
of sidestepping ftom the really 
fast men his leply was a typically 
gritty one Alan Knott provided the 
dash at the othci end ‘o Boycott s 
effort becomes match winning 

Most of Australia s problems 
have arisen in the field The men 
under the green and gold caps have 
always been remaikable fieldsmen 
The story is different this time 
Boycott of all people, was given a 
life Then Greg Chappell a world 
I ecoi d holder of catches put down 
two Walters and Marsh have been 
olf toloui lhai has tost the Aus 
sies deailv 

Ihe tourists hatting has had its 
ups and downs Fust it was pro 
biems with the opening pan Both 
McCosker and Davis were out of 
their depth and itseive wicket 
keeper Robinson who has been 
picking up useful runs, was 
bi ought in as an emeigemy opener 
When the openers found their 
touch the middle oi dcr caved in 
Scrieani, Waltei s and Hookes lust 
haven t delivered the goods Once 
again Robinson was tailed in That 
move didn’t click Hookes, of whom 
so much was expected has spark 
led nut all too biteflv Five or six 
murdeiously stiuck boundaries and 
then crash exit Hookes 

And as always with a losing side 
there has been talk of dissension 
The Packer row has loomed large 
over this Australian side Hut teen 
of the 17 have been signed by the 
TV magnate and there have been 
loud whispers that a drift is in the 
offing Thomson has opted out of 
Packer’s circus and there is talk 
that Hookes, Davis, P a s c o e and 
Bright, all of whom have many 
years of Test cricket ahead of 
them, are thinking again on the 
wisdom of having signed on Pac 
ker’s doited line 
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TRENT BRIDGE TEST 
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Hick IVlcCoiiker. 
after a string of 
failuros, came 
good at Trent 
Bridge with 51 
and 107. Here he 
h o o k « Willk in 
4uatr«iia's first 
innings 


Richie Robimon, 
brought in to 
strengthen t h e 
Aussie middie- 
wder, is brilliant., 
ly caught by 
Brearley trff 
C.reig for 11 


David Hookes falls in avoid* 
ing a IViUis bumper. The 
young Aussie star faltered 
again after a good start — 
and therein lies the 
Ausffie tragedy 


:« 
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The folly of it all 

by HOSEY MISTRY 


Athletics-^— 

HE latificution of Buta 
Singh's continuation as 
president of the Amateui Ath¬ 
letic Federation of India easily 
brings to mind the quasi 
French phiase ’vive la baga¬ 
telle’ - iong live lolly' 

This Wes made possible by (he 
coup de muitrc (masterstroke) exe 
cuted by Bhalindra Singh, the ofli- 
lial obseiver of the Indian Olympic 
Association, at a Joint general body 
meeting ot the warring factions 
of the AAPI at New Delhi. 

A piquant situa.ion arose at the 
commencement of the meeting 
when two rival groups staked then 
claims as the representatives of the 
Delhi Amateur Athletic Associa¬ 
tion One was lepresented by L. R. 
Khanna, B. S Khosla and Raj Ri 
chie, actively associated with athle¬ 
tics in Delhi, while the splinter 
group was represented by Buta 
Singh, wno has never had any as¬ 
sociation with athletics in the capi¬ 
tal, Inder Mohan Mahajan, famed 
hockey official, and G. N Mehra. 
associated with archery. 

On a plea by a section of the 
members Bhalindra Singh arbitra¬ 
ted the fate of the DAAA repre¬ 
sentation in a fashion that left a 
bitter taste in many a mouth It i.s 
stated that only after scrutinising 
the claims of the two patties and 
seeing relevant papers thai Rha 
lindra biiigh decided rn recognise 
the Buta Singh group The group 
was also then recognised by the 
Delhi Olympic Association. 

This aoe Buta Singh's continua 
tion as piesident of the AAFI. a 
point unuei debate between the 
two factions, a fait accompli He 
was now the accented nominee of 
the DAAA 


In reality the DAAA dispute of 
representation should never have 
gone for arbitration at all, for the 
Buta Singh — Kirpal Singh com¬ 
bine had accepted B. S. Khosla as 
the rightful secretary of the DAAA 
last May when entries sent by him 
(Khosla) for the Open Athletic 
Meet were accepted by Kirpal 
I'^ingh, the secretary of the AAFI. 

The AAFI secretariat had al.so 
.I'ked Khrsla to send ihe Delh 
athletes to the coaching camp at 
Patiala. This is clear evidence of 
the Khosla group being officially 
lecognised by the AAFI. The AAFI 
has also accepted the annual sub 
scription from this gioup for 1977 
78. Then how was then claim to 
be the legitimate nominees ol the 
DAAA allowed to be challenged'^ 

Divide and lule sc*ems to be the 
policy of the powers that be in the 
AAFI Either the above facts weio 
never revealed to Bhahndia .Singh 
by the AAFI secretary, or has Rha 
lindra Singh turned the Nelson’s 
eve to them in partisanship’ 

The jireseni soluiion seems to be 
only a temporary truce, and not an 
end to the impasse. The smoulder 
ing eniher.s are bound to tutn again 
into a raging conflagration The 
life of the truce depends on the 
period it takes lo democratically 
■»ort out the contiol oi athletics in 
Delhi. The Khosla group has cer 
tainly the backirg of the athletes, 
and that mattcis most 

So toi the immediate future the 


battle will be restricted to the capi¬ 
tal But once the Khosla group 
comes to be recognised by the DOA 
and the AAFI, Buta Singh’s con¬ 
tinuation will once again be chal¬ 
lenged. So we will be back to 
square one once again What a 
sorry state of affairs! Might has 
prevailed over constitutional right 
for the moment at least 


Let’s hope theie is no witch hunt 
against those who thought that 
their viewpoint was tight thougli 
in conflict with those in power, 
not any horse trading with those 
who suppoitcd Ihe powers that be 
AMKN 


7lie executive loiincii mcr the 
next day and decided tu expunge 
all the letords pel taming to the 
niectings held in Bombay and 
Kopai Ihej also fixed the follow 
tog laiendai f»i ihe 1977 78 athle- 
tu season 


( rnss couiiti V t liampiiinships. at 
Kota on Septcnibei 2''), Inter .State 
championships: at Hvdeiahad along 
wiih the National Games in Detem 
I)'I. All India Open meet al Jiillun 
dm (torn Febiuaiv 17 to 19 


Ine iiexi spetial geneial meeting 
will be held in Kota on Sepiembei 
24 to considei the accounts and 
the lepoit along with the findings 
nl the three-man committee ap¬ 
pointed to hand ovei the docu 
meats by the pievious secretary 





Saiish Kumar 


Well (done, Satish 


T here has been much joy 
amongst the athletic fratci- 
nily in the capital at the remark¬ 
able success of Delhi State Cross 
Country Champion Satish Kumai 
who finished 4th in 25 kilometre 
road race in the World Games foi 
the Deaf and Dumb, which ended 
last week at Bucharest. 

Kumar, who stayed with the lea 
ders for 20 kilometres of the 
course, had to succumb to the ex 
pericnced distance runners from 
the Soviet Union and 'USA and 
(Germany in the last five kms The 
winner Murzim Poiter (USSR) 
finished comfortably in 1 hour 28 
minutes 13 8 secs., with Americans 
Leonard Lenen (1 hr. 28 mts. 55.2 
secs ) and David Lee (1 hr. 29 mts. 
08.8 secs ) second and third, res¬ 


pectively and Satish Kumar, a good 
4th in 1 hr 31 mts. 07 0 secs , ahead 
of Ireland’s O'Grady 

Satish Kumai's performance con¬ 
firms his spectacular rise in local 
athletics last sea.son, and is bound 
io prove a source of inspiration to 
all athletes, particularly those in 
Delhi, who have followed this de¬ 
dicated young man’s steady pro¬ 
gress during the past 16 months. 
NIS coach Kulbhushan Dogra who 
accompanied the three-man Indian 
team to Bucharest, was all praise 
for the manner in which the com¬ 
pletely inexperienced Satish Ku¬ 
mar tackled his first major inter¬ 
national competition considering 
that he had been a victim of a virus 
ailment a week prior to the com¬ 
petition. _ raNJIT BHATIA 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Where to stand 

A FIELDSMAN can usually judge 
^ whether the run-out will be 
touch and go or whether the bats¬ 
men Is at his mercy (providing thr 
return is accurate). Should it be the 
latter, always co-operate with wic¬ 
ketkeeper of fieldsman. Only when 
time Is vital should you put every- 
thing Into an effort to hit the 
atumpa. Many a run-out hat been 
a cinch but the fieldsman, by a 
wild throw at the ’keeper's shoe 
laces, hat given him an impossible 
ball to take and the chance hat 
been missed. 

1 mentioned earlier about mv 
own love of fielding without a cap 
during giey days in England. Some 
players make a habit oi going 
without a cap on hot sunny days I 
think they make a mistake The 
shield M a cap's peak is helpful 
during a long day in pieventina 
eye eirain, and it helps to guaid 
agaiiiht the possibility of losing u 
ball in the background 

tin ‘lest match grounds with 
large attendances the bsll is dif- 
flcuit to pick up at ceitain heights 
Many a catch has been missed be 
cause the fieldsman lost sight of 
it ill die crowd 

Lei me stress again that point 
about never taking vout eye off 
the ball when It is a possible 
catch. 

An iiitei eating and valuable exet 
else at piactice is to get someone 
with a bat to hit you catches which 
go uvei yuui head and foi which 
you nave to turn and run with the 
ball Don’t make them too high oi 
too herd, but Just get the feel of 
running with a ball which is com 
ing over your head from behind 
It IS wonderful how it taxes both 
yout eveaight ond youi judgment 
Everything else must be subordi¬ 
nated to focusing your eyes on that 
ball or you haven t a price to take 
the catch. Tiy it. 

biip-flalding machines can be 
prwured and thete offar uaeful 
practice, however, theii value is ra 
thcr limited because it becomes a 
relatively easy matter to tell which 
way the ball will go after hitting the 
wooden sigia. You can thus anticl- 
poto its dirtetion, something you 
can very seldom do with safety on 
the field of play. 

When considering the selection 
of playors tor s team I always have 
a soft spot for the keen, tnergstk 
fieldsmen. 

I'm afraid that tbme players vie 
Just laay and won’t take the trouble 
to try to improve. They prefer the 
extra half-hour in bed or consldei 
•wae fielding exercise before a 
match Juaf e nuisance. 


In a ciisis they ere usually the 
ones who let you down. 

Sometimes the sltuetion arises 
where a choice hea to be made be¬ 
tween two fieldamen at to vdilch 
one shall rake a catch. Parhapa two 
mon can reach it with equal 
facility 

Fit SI, if the wicketkeepet is in¬ 
volved, let him take it. Should 
there be tw«; other fieldsmen I 
think li should be left to the man 
in the beat potilion. A man coming 
towards the ball for instance would 
noi mally have an eatiai catch than 
one luiining backwards, oi a catch 
to the right-hand sida would be 
easier than one on the left. These 
things happen In a split second, but 
11 theic is time to think leave It 
tr the fellow with the easier catch 


I rather feel a cloee point might 
take catchee from many a cut 
which today lands harmiatsly five 
yards from the bat 

In an average day's first-class 
cricket a certain number of overt 
■re bowled. The number will no- 
’urally vary according to the type 
of bowlor who Is operating out 
tl.erc may be 400 or even 600 de¬ 
liveries. 

If we tliminatc the first ball 
whan ii it often handed to him, end 
the last btil, it ttill loaves poNlMy 
tome 400 times a day diet the bell 
ir returned to tho bowler. From 
these perhaps 25 par cam. come 
back from tha wicketkeeper, out 
li is reasotMbie *o assume diet var¬ 
ious fitldimen have to return die 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


l vei y fieldsman should remain 
alcM and he as active at possible 
Ihere should be no standing with 
aims folded or hands in pockets 
No leaning against the fence. 

'lalking 10 spectators or signing 
aiiiographs over the fence are not 
the thing to do in big cricket. They 
may ha harmless but they are dls- 
ttacting and tend to upset concen¬ 
tration 

Where tiiere it a slip-fielding 
spetiaJut in a teatn, he should be 
used in the slips. There is no posi¬ 
tion in tht held (except the wicket¬ 
keeper) where catches are so 
oiimeious ot so difficult. 

Men like W R Hammond were 
worth untold value at first slip. 

i ack Gri-aory’s influence on Arthur 
laiiey’s bowiiiiR by hit miraculous 
catching at first slip could no* be 
measut ed 

I sometimes wonder if we are 
not tending towards neglect uf 
specialist pi sitions in modern cric 
ket 

Gone ttiv the days for iiutance 
when Di E M Grace took catches 
r point a lew feet from the bat. 
M A Noble made a great name 
tor himself as a point ficidsman 

loday mtn are "parked” there 


ball to tha bowler 200 to 300 times 
a day. 

It becomes clear that thla move- 
mani can have a bearini on how 
tired tha bowler becomes oy 
s umpt 


Quite recently 1 watched a bowler 
who had Just completed over SO 
overs In the one innings, end wu 
almost reedy to drop, being forced 
to hastily stoop end pick up a maty 
return which came from a fieiw- 
man leas than ten yards away. It 
was nor because of any leek of 
thought or sympathy out merely 
because of a bed mothod of return¬ 
ing the ball. 


In their anxiety to drop the bell 
softly right in the bowler's lap, se 
many chaps throw it beck lolly-pop 
fashion. If there is an error of 
Judgment end the belt falls short. 
It causes the bowler to stoop end 
pick up an awkward return. Any 
risk of this can be avoided tv 
adopting a different method or a 
different trajectory. 


These remarks are intended to 
apply' only to returns from fields¬ 
men who ere short dlstencos from 
the bowlor -> say S to 25 yards. 

Fublishert: Rupe It Co. 

(to be Continued) 
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Naw Camlm Shaving Craam la 
tha moat aconomical ahaving 
craam you can buy today 


MININ JOINTS BACKACHE 

Haat Action for Quick Raiiof 

Gantly rub in Sloan a Balm or apply 
the liquid liniment The powerful 
ingradiente penetrete deep generate 
heat and increase blood circulation 
•»to relieve pain fast 

Won't atain clothoa 
Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments Sloan s Balm and Sloan s 
L.inimenl aie non greasy non staining 

Koap always handy 


SPRAINS 


o T ' B 

" i i 1 ' 



LAJ 3 






Try this economic 
yourself 

of Camlm Shav'ing Cream on a 
^^wet shaving brush Briskly whip up lather See 
a little Camlm Shaving Cream goes a long long way 
So little cream so much lather Now shave with 
Camlm—economically Every morning 

This is the proof of economy 

Of course you know what this simple test proves 
You can get a lot more shaving comfort out of a 
Camlm Shaving Cream tube its profuse and 
stable lather makes sure you don t have to use any 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary 


Same formula 
in two forms 
to choose from 







from the makers of Camlin Shampoo 


More than 170 Shaves 
For only Rs 5 50 
(Taxes extra) 


A 


CAMUM PVT LTD 
CMmsfics Divtoion DBinliRy 
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Cricket notes 


Umpires—* sitting ducks* 


(C^RTCKfl umpires iiit. sittinc 
^ dueled dll the time Ihcit 
must be d stop to it now, otherwise 
enrket will no longer be the sams 
sport”, Ceiiv Gome/, chairman ot 
the West Indies Cricket Umpires 
Association (WICUA) issued a 
warmng in his opening address to 
the Via Biannual WICUA Con 
veniion in which the umpires tiom 
some ot tilt membei louniiit" ot 
the Intel national Cricket ('nntii 
ence also paiticipated 

Ram Charictei Ricklil serietai> 
WICUA. recently on a short visit 
to India, naiiated some ugly in 
cidents during the last West Indies 
Pakistan stiies Ouring the course 
of the lest matches, the umpiring 
decisions wore i hallenged in most 
undignified maiiiiei by the playeis 
of lioth the sides Iht lestnlnienl 
at times was violent aiu' votifci 
ous, followed bs show ot tempeis 
btiih on and uti the held Such in 
cidenrs can inflame the speitatois 
vitiate tiu dtmospheic and may 
even lead to noting Hence the 
West Indies umpires drew iht 
attention of the authoiitics lot 
their siletv 

I vividlv III ill whtii Ituhaids 
was ad judged lull out bv umpire 
Ralph Cioseiii dui iiip ihi set ond 
innings ot the seioed list match 
between India and the Wes, Indies 
last M ai thi iiowd Inxicd and 
jeeied him Ibis was only iht ht 
ginning \s lu wa ictiii iiing t > thi 
pavilion at tea he had Mi indutt 
a bamge of Hying saucers’ Iioni 
all parts ol the Queen's Park Oval 
Only the present i of steel helnicted 
police avcited a disaster 

' Again duiiiig the sanguinaiy 
Kingston lest Sang Hue and Ralph 
tiosein had to ignore the law deal 
ing with the pcisistvnt short pitch 
ed bowling to escape the wiath o) 
^ the spcclatois In the same matih 
the umpiies tailed it a day, halt 
an hour before the close as the 
hooligans invaded the held to pro 
tect Michael Holding. the local 
hero fiom the wiles and guiles of 
the Indian spinners, who wete in 
lull IIV at that time 

The Just concluded cricket season 
in India also witnessed pressuns 
ing the umpires by some of the 
visiting playeis In this aspect, the 
Ne*w Zealanders behaved like juve 
mlcs It IS, therefore, not siirpns 
mg that umpiies are shaken by lot 
ot unwarranted pressure and lack 
of respect to them fiom players 
public and officials 

The issues disc ussed at the 
WICUA convention weie set so as 
10 impiove the standaids of umpir 
mg by formulatir g mtei pretatmns 


of the rules of the game, general 
guidance and direction on coiitro 
versial points in the rules Also in 
eluded m the discussion was the 
code of conduct of the playeis and 
methods to improve the image ot 
the umpires in public through mass 
media 

7he convention issued guidelines 
on two major issues On the Ibw 
law the umpiies are advised to 
consider, a) the extent of swing, b> 
the degree of turn, c) the angle 
and the point from which the ball 
IS deliveied and d) the distance 
from the wicket at the time of im 
pad, beiore giving their Ibw dcci 
sions The discussion on this issue 
was based on a paper presented by 
Alan Baines secretary, Austialian 
( I ic ket Board ot Control 

On wastage of time, the conven 
non iccommended that a) a maxi 
mum ot live minutes should be 
allowed toi each water intei val and 
ibc end ot the bieak be indicated 
oy iingiiig of the bell b) that play 
ers shciuld not take more than two 
minutes to icach the wickets, c> 
the umpiies can inteivenc, when 
consultations between players be 
c< me too frequent and lengthv at 
inv stage ot the game d) that tun 
up ot the bowlers should not ex 
cct d 2S yai ds 

I inallv mav I suggest that the 
tule cm “time out as iollowed m 
basketball and some other games 
IS also incorporated in rricket lo 
eliminate wastage of time 

The much publicised paper on 
“Behaviout lal Paitern of Players” 
bv the former Australian skippei 
Ian Johnson was not received in 
time Charles Collynunc, a dele 
gate tiom Barbados, howcnrei, read 


a paper on the topic urging the 
umpires to be stern with the offen¬ 
ding players and, if necessary, 
oidc'r a player off the held 

RAVI CHATURVEDI 

ersHIvY da^cd in the pubs and 
streets of Gloucestershire aftei 
the Benson and Hedges (up win 
over Kent 

But at Lord's, MCC officials were 
hopping mad and wondering 
how rhev can stop the tans invad 
mg the pitch at future cricket cup 
finals 

Play was held up several times 
as hundreds of young spectators 
swarmed on to the playing arena 
And once they appeared to cause 
victorious Gloucester skippei Mike 
Procter to dre^ a catch 

“How can wc con'rol mobs like 
that z” stormed MCC sect etary Jack 
Bailey “It would be a sorry day 
it evei we had lo fence in cricket 
fans ” 

Gloucester took 1000 supporters 
tr Lot d’s, and must of them seemed 

Concer n a t HQ 

10 he members of Piocti-r's fan 
club 

We always have a huge squad 
111 police on duty at t>'e Benson 
and Hedges and Gillette finals, but 
the problem is getting worse,” said 
Bailey 

Bui are MCC ever leading to 
what appears to be no more than 
good natuied and haimiess fun^ 

.Said Procter “These guys had a 
tew cans ot beei during the day 
and were out to eniov themselves 

‘ 1 he backing they gave us was 
teriific and that can’t be bed 
tor the game ” 



Spectators invade the field at Kingston, Jamaica during 
the Test betwesm India and the West Indies. The 
menace is growing 
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Basketball 


Tisco thwart Western 


lanisheriptii shjtieied ihi* 
■* hopes of Western Railway of 
scoring a hat tuck of title victories 
when llicy prevailed over the rail 
men % Hb in a well contested final 
of the eighth all India Nehru Gold 
Cup basketball touinantent at Bhil 
wara recenth Western weie the 
champions lor the last two years 
Indian Gymkhana, Bombay retain 
c'd the title in the womens section 
overwhelming Puniab 70 31 in the 
final 

Ihe tournament wav played on 
a league cum knockout basis the 
teams wc*«i divided into toui 
grouDs III the men's section and 
into thiet gioups in the women's 
section Ihe fust two teams from 
each group qualified for the quai 
ter finals 

In the wonieii s section, (.nod 


Counsel St, Bombay defeated Dec 
can Gymkhana, Pune in the first 
quaitei final Ihubha PraMiu and 
hei teammates pinved too good for 
the Pune girls Bui the Gymkhana 
gii Is were not disgraced They 
ti light doggedly hiancis, Meghana 
and Lalit.i possess gieat potential 
In the olh< I quarter final Puniab 
had an easy time against Hydeia 
bad 

The semi hiial between Delhi and 
Punjab was the best match of the 
touinament m the women's section 
Puniab had a nairow 2216 lead at 
the hall time Suman and (.urindei 
scored fine baskets for Punjab 
while Nisha got 10 of the 16 points 
foi Delhi Nisha had to leave the 
couii with fi\t fouls III the I'rh 
minute M the second half By that 
time she had scored 24 points for 
Delhi who finally lost >1 13 Indian 



Tisco's star Panda atteinpt4 
to batJeel in the final against 
Western Railway 

Gymkhana had no difficulty in 
ovei coming (.ood C ounsel ill the 
second semi final 

The finals between Puitiab and 
Indian Gymkhana which was 
started almost three hours behind 
schedule, due to lains pel(>red out 
into a one sided aftan with Gym 
khana completely dominating the 
exchanges S Oetha was in great 
shooting form She stored Consis 
tently from the left flank Punjab 
girls wete playing under tension 
Ihey even missed some sitters 
The Gymkhana girls consolidated 
the 3018 half time lead iti the 
second half lo win 70 33 at the 
end 

Tisco, Signals, Wesietn Rai^ 
way, J a t Regiment, Rajasthan, 
Bhavnagar, Feiozepur and Hyde 
rabad were the teams that quali 
fled tor the quarterfinals m the 
men’s section The most exciting 
quartet final was played between 
Western Railway and Army Head- 
quarters—Signals Western got a 
goo ' start when they took a 10-0 
lead in the beginning But Signals 
fought back through Radhe Shyam 
and Dalip Singh and were trail 
ing 44 SI at the intert^al 

In the second half Western kept 
just ahead of their iivals and 
never gave them the lead The 

SPORISWFFK. August 7, 1977 




Indian Gymkhana captain Lallta receiving the cup from 
iWrs Minlias Collector «t Bhilwara — Pics Kamul Julka 

A BFI shocker 


score-board road 57-50 and 64-56 
At this stage, Paramjit Singh was 
penalued for a doubtful offensive 
foul which turned out to be his 
fifffi personal foul Signals 
brought down the lead to just one 
point (6768) Skippei Culam 
Rasool and Riaa Ahmed played a 
great game at this crucial junc 
ture They increased the lead to 
74 67, 88-75 and ultimately won 
the match 100-87 * 


In other quartet finals, Tisco 
easily defeated Bhavnagar, Raja 
sthan accounted for Punjab while 
Jot Regiment subdued Hyderabad 

The Western Railway Rajasthan 
semi final began on a promising 
note The lead kept changing 
hands in the initial stages When 
the scores lead 20-19 in favoui of 
Rajasthan, W e s t e i n switched 
over to man to man They met 
with immediate success and took 
their own scoie to 33 without 
allowing then opponents to add 
a single point to then tally ot 2(> 
At the breathei the railmen led 
51 36 As the outcome of the 
match was never in doubt, the 
Western players were cuntciit 
with JUS maintaining the lead and 
won the match 8567 

lisio had It easiei against Jal 
Regiment in the second semi Anal 
They took an invincible 50 24 lead 
at halftime Tisco plavers lelaxed 
after the interval but Ramjilal and 
company could hardly cause any 
moment of anxietv for them Iisco 
emerged winners at 86-57 

The clash between two giants 
of Indian bisketball — Tisco and 
Western— lost some of its charm 
as holders Western were without 
two ot their stalwarts Abbas 
Moontasir is doing a coaching 
course at NIS Bangalore and 
Surendra Katana injured his 
right wrist dining a practice 
session 

The slow pace of the game — 
thanks to the ram — suited Tisco 
with gigantic Sunil Panda in dieir 
ranks In oider to feed Panda, 
Tisco players had to play a stand 
ing game besides they could not 
be outnumbered in the defence 

Diniar Irani played a stellar lole 
for Tisco He played well thiougli 
out the tournament but in thi 
final he was at his best Skipper 
Vijayaraghavan, Kamalakar Ran 
and Harbhajan Singh all played 
significant roles And once Sunil 
Panda got the ball under the bas 
ket, he could not be stopped Tisco 
players deserve all praise foi the.r 
excellent pertormance They were 
decidedly the better team and ww 
thy winners 

— JAVED AKHTAR 


TPlll Basketball Icdiiilion ot 
India has giien a special call 
to Raman Gupia ot Kajasihan and 
Siibianianiya Raja of ihc bet sices 
to torn the first coaching tamp due 
lo start ar Psriala fiom August 10 
Thus the iiiinibei ot piobiblos for 
the ninth Asians slated ioi Kuala 
I umput in Novcnibtr has gone 
up to 20 

(he luws has come as a shock 
Raman and Mani mas bt good pla 
ytrs but they ceitamlv do not do 
serve this special call On then 
tups to Manila ,11111 Bangkok foi 
the Asians they wrrt among iho 
* also plavcd ’ 

It such a call was given to Om 
Prakash Hanuinan Singh oi Vija 


vai ighasan there wouH nave been 
sonic justification as ti t are pla- 
SCI' who have txcellott on the 
com I tci India 

Who authorised the BFI to give 
this special call also lemains a 
mystery V Swamy sccietary, 
Mahaiashtra State Basketball Asso 
ciation and a membei of the BFI 
selection committee when contac 
ttd ar Bombay expressed complete 
Ignorance almut it “Wo were asked 
to choose 18 probables from among 
the plavers on view at Burdwan 
We did just that the inclusion of 
any othei plaver was not at all dis¬ 
cussed in the selection committee 
me eting,’ he said 

- SW Coiiespondent 



“He’s very free with advice—nnfortnnalely he never 
took any of it himself.” 
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Athletics--- 

The ‘protest’ race 


k THLETICS in the capital con- 
** tinues to flourish despite the 
morUd quarrels among foderation 
officials. This is mainly because of 
the dedication of the athletes them¬ 
selves and the devoted attention 
paid to the sport by the coaches 
at the Delhi centre of the National 
Institute of Sports. 

Only the discerning few in the 
capital and the country know of the 
work put in by some of these de¬ 
dicated men whr unniindful of the 
indifference and often interfer¬ 
ence from officials, spend evening 
after evening, week after week, 
goading willing athletes to better 
performances. • 

Sunday, July 24, was one of 
those days but with a difference. 
Tlte Bthlete.s of the capital congre¬ 
gated as usual but the weekly po¬ 
pular Otto Peltzer Memorial Cross 
Country races was turned into a 
sort of a protest race with the ath¬ 
letes all wearing black ribbons 
around their vests. 

The "protest” was against the 
callous indifference of the officials 
to the needs of the athletes and in 
particular to the denial of permis¬ 
sion to Srir^m Singh and Shivnath 
Singh for taking part in invitation 
meets in Europe. 

The country’s star half-miler had 
been invited to take part in a 
number of meets in Europe but un¬ 
fortunately there was no response 
from the AAFI. Perhaps bwause 
of the internal strife the invitations 
may have gone astray but the fact 
remains that the matter pertains 


not to just one or '-two invitations 
but to many more. 

The latest invitation to Sriram 
Singh came from the famous Bri¬ 
tish distance runner Brendon Fos¬ 
ter (third place in 10,(XX) metres 
in Montreal) to take part in a big 
meet in England on July 30 and 
then to proceed to further meets, 
the most important one being the 
Ivo Vandamme Memorial Meet in 
mid-August. 

Ivo Vandamme, young Belgian 
athlete who won the silver medal 
in both the 800 and 1,500 metres 
in the Montreal Games died in a 
car crash a few months ago. The 
reason for refusing permission to 
Sriram Singh was that his partici¬ 
pation in ■ Europe at this stage 
would affect his performance in 
the World Cup Meet in Dusseldorf. 

Shivnath Singh had been invited 
to take part in an invitation Meet 
in Budapest. He too was refused 
permission and the reasons given 
were the same as in the case of 
Sriram. It is difficult to point 
fingers at the guilty men but the 
fact is that the athletes suffer. 
Every one who knows anything 
about athletics should know that 
more meets and better competition 
means better performance and in 
the case of Shivnath, the authori¬ 
ties should have been aware that he 
is not among those selected to re¬ 
present Asia in the World Cup. 
Why he was not selected is ano¬ 
ther story. Perhaps the warring 



Poonam Sii^ . . . winner 
of all maitK* long-distance 
races 


factions in the AAFI could give an 
answer to this question. 

The "protest” race on Sunday was 
thus an unique feature and should 
serve as an eye-opener on those 
who profess to serve the cause of 
athletics in the country. That the 
athletes in Delhi feel for Sriram 
Singh and Shivnath was too obvi¬ 
ous. 

After all Sriram Singh is a pro¬ 
duct of the Otto Peltzer Cross 
Country race.s. And he is not the 
only one too. Quite a number of 
Services and national athletes have 
gone through their paces in these 
races. Bajrang Ram, Bajrang Singh, 
Dashrath Singh, Har Lai, Moti 
Singh. Chander Singh, all middle 
and distance runners, Nand Singti, 
the Services sprinter, Sher Giri the 
new name in marathon running, 
are among those who have hit the 
headlines in the National papers. 

Locally too, the weekly races have 
been fruitful for Raj Karoal Dogra, 
Rupinder Singh. Dalip Sinha, Sa- 
tish Kumar, the deaf and dumb 
athletes who has gone to Romania 
to represent the country in the 



It’a a picture of dedication. . . the athletes racing 
through Delhi’s roads in a 10-miIe race 


16 


SPORTSWEEK, August 7, 1977 







World Deaf and Dumb Games And 
the latest craze in the capital and 
one hopes very soon on the Indian 
scene, Poonam Singh, is also a pro- 
.duct of these races 

Hie raees, an annual feaituie 
since 1968, aie one of the most 
important aspects of the summer 
sports calendar in the capital 
Apait from the normal 6 km 
races every week, the organisers 
this yeai have held two ten mile 
races, one half marathon Poonam 
Singh has won all the major races 
and in one of them beat the Chan 
digarh marathon stais. Mull a 
Singh (not Moot Singh as has been 
reported) and Tara Singh In fact 
this temniile races had 165 staiiers 
and all of them completed the 
course And one of the competi 
tors was the Stadium gardenei, 40 
year old Ram Naravan 

Ow ta this year, including the 
July 24 rate, the organisers have 
completed 20 races On August 11 
they will obseivt the death anm 
versary of Di Peprei with road 
relays and on August 14 there will 
be usual and annual DelhiAgia 
roao lelay All this wnik is being 
dona without eithti any help oi 
assistant e from the A AH repte 
sentatives in Delhi 

— S14r ( or I espondent 


The big 

IUST who has been responsible 
for bungling Olympian Snram 
Singh’s various invitations to com 
pe*e in major internationals >n 
Europe since last May, is yet not 
cleat There has been a massive 
outcry in sports circles in Delhi fur 
the manner in which one invitation 
after another has been turned 
down, and now there is a great 
deal of speculation with regard to 
the guilty parties in this connee 
tion 

While in some quaiteis the 
blame has been on he shoulders 
of the wairing factions of the 
AAFl, others have put the NIS and 
the AlCS on the mat for what is 
clearly a very unkind decision 

From the looks of it the entiic 
episode may well be attributed to 
a numbei of factors, petty jealousy 
and rivaliics between various 
shades of officials notwithstanding 
and a c ompici e lack of understand 
ing of the present day system of 
international competitions in vat 
lous circuits in Eutope 


Summer coaching camp 


Bosen shows the way 


HI annual summei coaching 
lamp of the Don Busio Athle 
tic> Club, Madras has become a 
distim t feature on the Madras 
sports calendai It lavs the founda 
tion iot Its young mem bets sue 
cesses at the end of each season 
The camp not only serves to condi 
tion and piovide technical teaching 
but revives enthusiasm to fresh 
objectives 

lor ttie second successivi year 
the vlub was foitunate m having 
the exiieirise of coach Ken O Bo 
sen for its benefit The club’s many 
athlete* who have attained State 
and national honours were put 
under ht$ guidance while others 
continued under the club coaches. 
A J de Souza, K Subramaniam, 
Sam D Thomas A W Satur and 
V Irrulan 

Altogether over 80 members, 
horn budding athletes to seasoned 
stars, benefited fiom the camp So 
much have membeis learnt to value 
this training that some working 
members like Vtdya Rao, S Bals 
subramuiitam, Annamalai and Ba 
Idji saciificed leave to avail of the 
opportunity 

Notable starlets who attended the 
camp wete Ram Bha^ani, Reetha 
Roy, Mark Morris, Benedict, John 


leinandcs Ishrat Sandia Ihomas 
G kerrier, Vasmin Nicholas, the 
D’Ci u/ brothel s and the Satui 
sisters 


Coach Bosen has been legularly 
advising the club since I’s inception 
and he sees continuing potential 
with splendid perloimanres even 
by tots like Monika and Praveen 
childien of the late Rosita Per 
nandes (net Kamath), the women s 
national jumps champion of the 
mid 19S0’s 

Although Boson’s s'ay was foi 
just a week the club’s adminisiia 
tor, A J deSouza was gieatly en 
thused He said “We are e\ci 
ready to learn from the know 
ledgeable and within the span of 
one hectic week coach Bosen has 
suggested remedies and has given 
numerous invaluable suggestions 
regarding naming coaching orga 
nisation and administration ’’ 

The camp was held in the shadv 
campus of St George’s High School 
which relieved some of the intense 
summer heat The dawn to dusk 
progiamme covered technique ses 
sions, mobility exei rises, powet 
and weight naming, loop film 
study and training games 


bungle 

The fact that Snram as well as 
Shivnath Singh and other leading 
Indians have missed opportumties 
compete in so many fabulous 
meets because of bureaucratic hur^ 
dies has been a major cause fot 
the selection of only five athletes 
m the Asian contingent for the 
World Cup 

In contrast, the Japanese have 
proved verv enteiprismg by send 
mg all their potential stars to the 
World Games at Helsinki, and a 
number of other meetings in Scan 
dinavian centres, thanks to which 
some of them perfu. med well 
enough to earn their places in the 
Asia squad 

In the 1500 metres, for instance, 
Ishii clocked 3 mts 40 5 secs as 
against 3 mts 45 4 secs by Snram 
Singh two months ago And the 
10,000 metres saw three Japanese 
clocking Asian bests from Kamata 
— 27 mts 48 63 secs, Kita — 28 
mis 05 6 secs and Ito - 28 mts 

05 9 secs 

- RANfn BHATIA 



Coach Bosen explains to 
Phillip Singh the western 
roll lay-out with the take-off 
leg tuck, using Paul Abra¬ 
ham as Subject Pfaillip bad 
an attack of polio la child¬ 
hood and as a result of that 
has a weak right leg—still 
he’s a champ in the making 
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e exciting fragrance of man. 
nee you wear fVlonarCfir your 
unting days will be ovar— 
for then you are being tracked, 
it. 

^J^oi^3rch~coo1^ br&cing, sensual 

Wortarch ranili for i««n inctudas 
\ ^ ■ < *Colagn« •M«tr DroKsins 

Shaving Cream 


(d»c(*bv J K. CuftI* ltd 


Diiect vour enquiiies to Parry & Co Ltd, Mad.a^, G Atherton & Co Pvt Ltd., Calcutta and 
Marketing Division of J K Helene CuHis Ltd. Bombay and Delhi. 
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PROFILE 


P^OLLOWING the ioatsteps of his 
" two state tamed eldet brotheis, 
Syed Modi was positively inclined 
to take to the game of shuttlecock 
At the tender age of ten, he stalled 
playing at the Majithia Hall bad 
minton court in Goiakhpur under 
the watchful eyts of his illustrious 
bi others 

Next vcai he was to take pai t in 
an intei school tournameni for the 
til St time, which ended on a win 
ning note Sinct that day he has 
not looked bai k and today it thi 
age of I"; has airtady won the Na 
tional boys singles tiilt iwuc and 
donned the t o u n 1 1 > s colours 
thnee 

Syed's list to till top has been 
mateslir and he has also bet n win 
ning iht U I’ Slates title tot thi 
past two years and has claimed the 
National S( hools titlt on no less 
than thiei orcasions 

Iht das was not ton tai whin 
Sved hrst played foi ihi lountiv 
in tht Asian Badminton Cham 
pioiiships at Hyderabad last scat 
and also in the Nebiii Mtnioiial 
Inleniatioiial Badminton touiiia 
ment in New Delhi His foim was 
so good, that the selettion com 
miuee of the Badminton Associa 
tion of India could nrt overlook his 
claims tor a berth in the Indian 
squad tot the inaugural 'World Bad 
minton C hampionsbips at Mahnoe 
Swtden Pieottupitd with hts hnal 
school examination studies Sved 
ssas toiled to dec lint fit invita 


Syed Modi 



I 


tio I III an iiiiitatioii louiiiameiit 
in lloiic Kong hi beat the I'akislaii 
juniot Nation il cliaminon 

Sstd will also bi wcaiing ihi 
(otmtiv’s colonis in iht three 
Inti 1 national Badminton tourni 


ments at Ilvdttabad l.ucLiiow and 
Amritsai to be held later this year 

Sved born on list December 
1%2, has shown immense piomise 
and has created an imprevsinn in 
the badminton circles that he will 
dr minate the Indian scene after 
the current National ihampion de 
tides to hang up his racket Syed 
who IS tall and lanky has a variety 
ot strokes in his repertoire but 
svhdt he lacks is — power, which 
IS the most vital factor in the mo 
dcin game 

Syed has ]ust passed his hnal 
school examination narrowly mis 
sing the hist grade As tar as his 
academic career is concerned, he 
has no dchniie plans ioi the future 
but intends to join the 1 P K 
C nllegi Basdila in Gnrakhpui 
He has a special word of praise 
toi his home association — the 
Uttar Piadesh Badminton Associa 
lion who he says, has encouraged 
him to the best of its abii ties 
He would like to model hi> game 
( n the lines ot out National cham 
pinn Pi akash Hf says with a ray 
ot hope in his eyes, that be would 
like to emulate him Of the foreign 
ers he has had the opportunity 
lo watch he admires the game of 
Indonesian I lem Swie King 
He iiiu nds lo torn the Railways 
One can be test assuied that he 
will bt able to serve the country 
in ihi besi possible manner ot ano 
thei two decades 

- RUMIb i GA7DAR 


LIFTER IN PROFILE 

All and inipttssiM with gigan 
tic piopoitioiis IS Auj Kaikas 
too It am the supci siiongesi man 
ot India It am, who is a Poona 
based employee ot tin (eiitral 
K iilwav won tht 10(1 kg disision 
isupei heavy weight) a n< w body 
weight class introtlucid in the Na 
tional meet tiom this stai 

I ni the d4 ycai old Adi who i' 
happily maiiii'u and lather ol two 
children this is tht snond vit orv 
at the Nationals eailiet in 1%9 at 
Bombay he was the middle heavy 
weight champion 

All these veais the winnei ol the 
heavy weight was called the stron 
gest man of India Now with the 
introduction ot a super heavy 
weight, 1 * would be propei to add 
the pre fix supei to the title 

Adi Irani has been a spoitsniaii 
from his school davs Interested in 
athletics, his favourite events used 
TO be the high jump and long jump 
This must have something to do 
with hts becoming adept in the 
split style snatch and Adi's snat 
ches ttt Buinpur were une bettei 
than the other, the heaviest 122 S 


kf In I iiiiiii ihi hist pctloinied 
h\ t IS Iiuti in Slight wist oi 
III till'’ wisi 

On liaMiig , lio >1 AJi took <i 
h Isli III Iiiu iiin it tins wiilti s 
mimury sim him iighi hi was 
SI good as In win Bi s( ]’h\siquc 
titli s way 1 sk 111 19 '>" Il w is 
tht moiLpopulii liiiisliaw Iiain ol 
athlctii t inu lioin I'luina who 
bi ought Adi *o V < ig'itlitting in 
1%t 


Bill 1 in I ishii oi till lUhanian 



Adi Irani 

I’nysn.il (lUuie and fagdish Pen 
ohaiKti I veteran Maharashtia 
littet wiic his lonstant guides in 
lilting Adi told this wiiter that 
1*1 ndhatkai was m on pattitulai 
aboiil Adis biioming *he supoi 
sitciiigc-vt man ot India than him 
Sill and kept company in tiaining 
I ml eitn aiionipanicd Adi to Bum 
put 111 giving last minute hints 
a id pep talk 

Adi Hams ihiiit a week and each 
,sioii las s thret hours when ht 
pi icii»ei one of the litts (snatch ot 
I It an aliei natively) His favourite 
lift IS ihe king ol lifts clean and 
teik and pet exercise the bench 
pi ess 

His dailv routine also includes 
powci exercises like bench prc>ss 
heavy squat, pulls etc He is keen 
in not missing the 'PT Besides he 
utilises eveiy opportunitv to swim 
as accoi ding to him swimming 
helps maintain flexibility of the 
bid} and speed veiv essential to 
be a good lifter 

— 1 V HARIHAR 


SPORISWFEK, August 7, 1977 


19 






sy 

V 


, <} 






A\ 


f «. 

If] 


¥ 


mu 



Moihun Bagan goalkeeper Shivaji Banerjee collecU the 
ball salely from M(*ammedan Sporting’# jumping 
Subramanium. The match ended goalless 


Jubilant tiasi Bengal fans ru^ 
their sMe’.s 
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Fallen, but sate . . . . 
Shyanidas, E a s t e r n’s 
'keeper saves the day 
against Mohammedan 
Sporting. The nudeh 
was a goalless draw 








When our tactics clicked . . . 


I. Melbourne 
1956 

V WAS in tcitiblc agony I had 
stored five goals against Afgba 
nistan in the opening match of the 
1S56 Melbourne Olympic Hockey 
lournament Ihen I got badly in 
jured While stopping a fierce 
drive fiom the Afghanistan right 
back, I was hit smack on the ring 
finger of my right hand It was like 
a steam hammer i amming into my 
hngeinail, almost crippling me To 
this day 1 am surprised how 1 did 
not collapse The pain dared me 
and caused a momentaiy blackout 
but 1 soon recovered and continued 
with the game 

La'ei that evening, a X i ay rc 
veaied that I had tiactured my fiii 
get with the top phalange stacked 
at several places The nail had 
turned blue and the swollen hnget 
looked ugly It was foolish of me 
to have stood so close to stop the 
hefty Afghan’s shot 

A top level meeting was held be 
tween our manager. Group Captain 
O P Mehra (now president, lOA), 
The Chef de Mission, Air Marshal 
Aijan Singh and the IHF vice 
president, Ashwini Kumar It was 
decided that I would not play in 
the rest of the league matches 
Each member of the team was told 
to keep my injuiy, especially the 
doctor’s repor*, a closely guarded 
secret A strategy was evolved I 
would play in the semi final and 
final matches 

Randhii Singh Gentle was no 
minaied lu ofiiciatc as captain foi 
the maithes I did not play I was 
<uld to wear just an elastoplast on 



THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 


MY HOCKEY DAYS 



(as told to Samuel Baneriee) 


the injured iingei and always to 
keep my light hand in mv pocket 
1 was not to shake hands with any 
body The idea was to foice oui 
opponents to keep defenders on 
me constantly 

1 had built up an international 
reputation as the “most dangerous 
centre torward’ cf the post war 
years I had been India’s main 
scotei at the 1948 London and 
lO'vZ Helsinki Olympics On the 
19S4 tour ot Malaya I had notched 
up 83 of out team’s 121 goals in 
16 matches and one year latei 
1 had to my credit 141 ol oui 
Teams 201 goals scoied in 18 mat 
ches playcrl in New Zealand and 
Austiaha li was pait ot our iivals 
»tiaic»py t) hedge me with iwc de 
fcndcis Had hey known 1 was 
badly liuit they would have ignoi 
ed me and concentrated on othei 
lorwaids especially Udham bingh, 
OUI key inside left 

Now as I irminisce over those 


agonising days, I can see every¬ 
thing more objectively Our tactics 
had clicked, our opponents never 
came to know of my troubles They 
kepr an additional man hounding 
me though I was only a passenger 
on the ground We had sold them a 
dummy But the injury smashed 
my dream of repeating my Helsinki 
Olympics form of 1952 when I had 
scoied nine out of our team’s 13 
goals 

Fcr the 19S6 Olympus, India de 
pended a In on mo The officials 
especially our coach Harbail Singh, 
and team members wete worried 
It was natural I was their main 
hope and many would be surprised 
to know that not only was I good, 
then, at field goals but also scored 
off shot t cci ners Wc had worked 
haid on that plan during our hcH. 
Mc practice sessions back home 
And here I was, the team captain, 
on my third outing to an Olympic 
Games, side lined by a nasty injuiy 
1 did not think of the pam is much 
as I thought of the grucst le pros 
pect oi Icrting India down in her 
hour of need I i ursed myself as a 
skipper abandc ning his sinking 
ship Though each member of the 
team was most sympathetic 1 could 
not shake off mv c^cs pairing 
thoughts 

The next few days weie of night 
marish experience Mv roommate 
and coach Haihail Singhs advice 
and company in the 01> mpic 
Village was a gitat solace 1 quitt 
ly opened mv •■ur cast and took out 
a lettei that father had written to 
me on the eve 1 1 my departure foi 
Melbourne The lettei in Urdu was 
full of chaste tounsel It is one ol 
hose rate documents that 1 still 
po sess and read in moments of 
despair It was a touching note and 
1 felt father had some kind of pre 
monition My fathet wa> a freedom 
fightei a political sufferer He had 
wasted the best years cf his life 
in tails 

Little did 1 know then that my 
worries were needless In the next 
fortnight free India completed her 
first and only “Golden Hat trick’’ 
Without me India went on to score 
smashing victories We trounced 
the United States 16 0 after out 
13 0 victory ovei Afghanistan and 
routed Singapore 60 Following up 
the Dhyan Chand era of wizardy 
that had brought India victories in 
the 192'’ 1912 and 1936 Olympics, 
we of post Independence had won 
the Olympics titles in London in 
1948 and in Helsinki in 1952 

As planned, I leturned to lead 
the attack against Germany in the 
semi Anal My finger was m plaster 
and despite pain killing injections, 
bo’^h before the start of the match 



Two hockey 
wizards — Dhyan 
Chand and Balbit 
Sing h—b o t h 
centie forwards, 
who scored the 
most goals when 
India reigned su 
preme in world 
hockey Both pla 
yed in three 
Olympics each, 
Balbit for Inde 
pendent India, 
Dhyan Chand for 
Biitish India 
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and during the interval, I was in 
t^rible pain. We defeated West 
Germany 1-0, the goal scored by 
my friend Udham Singh, who not¬ 
ched up as many as 15 goals in the 
tournament. Though on record it 
has been Udham’s goal, 1 feel I 
had contributed to i?. Udham drib¬ 
bled past two defenders and shook 
off another in a beautifully swer¬ 
ving motion. He came two yards in¬ 
side the ‘D' and pushed goalwards, 
rather feebly. 1 was jusi ahead of 


him. Anticipating the move, the 
German goalkeeper and left-back 
moved to cover the bail 1 saw the 
ball rolling pa.st me I pounced on 
the chance and extended my stick 
to divert the direction of the ball 
with a gentle tap. The sound of the 
ball hitting the boards was sweet 
It was a split-second eflurr and 
many in the crowd nevei knew who 
scored. The goal was never credi¬ 
ted to me and at thi.s stage of mv 
career I have no wish to take 
away one bit from Udham's great¬ 
ness. The 1956 Olympics was his 
year of triumph I was more than 
saitisfied that the goal meant vie 
tory to India 

Midway through this match ano¬ 
ther tragedy Itelell us Our stai 
outs’de right Charles Stephen was 
felled bv d charging deieiidei tie 
broke his tight ankle Without 
Chai les we were vir’uallv reduced 
to nine, I iK-ing unable to give ol 
my best 

The semifinal eiienunter aggra 
valed my pain and the savage in¬ 
jury to Charles reduces out chan¬ 
ces against Pakistan We were des¬ 
pondent 

When Paki.stan entered ihe final. 
It mean Olympic hisioiys first 
Indo-Pak cla.sii foi the hockey gold. 
Before the Melbouine (James the 
Pakistani officials had claimed that 
tiieir players were in top form and 
that they would dethione India 
But their scrappy progress did not 
impress us. They just managed to 
scramble home 2-0 against Belgium 
and defeated New Zealand 5-1. in¬ 
cidentally their best win of the tour¬ 
nament. They were lucky to .settle 
wi’h a scoreless draw with Ger¬ 
many. \nd Britain troubled them 
no end in the semi-finals Their 
finishing was poor 

On the eve of the final we were 
terribly tense. Outwardly we ap¬ 
peared to be optimistic, but in our 
minds we knew we would not be 
able to produce our best. The plans 
we bad made in our many coaching 
stints at Jullundur and Dehra Dun 
had gone haywire. We were not 
at full strength. Raghbir Lai who 
replaced Charles was not in the 
same class. 

On the eve of the match, I could 


not sleep. Restlessly 1 went out for 
a stroll. Coach Harbail and Ash- 
wini Kumar, my boss in the police 
fcM'c^ back home, comforted me. 
My injury was worrying me. 

Breakfast over and other rituals 
done, wb announced our final ele¬ 
ven. We were all set to go to the 
ground. Everybody was on the bus 
and the driver about to start when 
M. T. Ansari, then secretary of the 
Bhopal Hockey Association, snee¬ 


zed. Ashwini Kumar was on him 
in an instant. He reprimanded him 
This was no time for an omen as 
bad as snec/ing. It was treason He 
told the driver to stop the engine 
and asked me to get off the bus 
He took me back to my room 

“You may dismiss me as a super- 
.'iitious man Bur 1 want'you to 
take off your Track suit and shoes 
and lie in bed for five minutes The 
spell of Ansari’s bad omen has to 
be undone’’, Ashwini said in ail 
seriousness Poor Ansan was the 
victim ot everybody’s jibes Ash¬ 
wini warned him if he sneezed 
again he would be ordered off the 
bus. 

It was a tough match. Our stra¬ 
tegy worked. The Pakistanis had 
two uf their defenders hounding 
me as li 1 was their scourge, their 
most leaied man This eased the 
picssuie on my inside-forwards 
We weie able to move smoothly 
li was a great match tor Ptancis, 
Gentle, Claudius, Amir Kun.ar and 


Perumal Between them they 
thwarted Pakistani raids wifli time¬ 
ly interceptions and well executed 
clearancts The Pakistani never had 
a clear look at our goal We got 
oui chance in the second halt, a 
shott cornel, and Gentle made no 
mistakt with it We held on to uiii 
slender advantage and won We 
were cerk a-honp with joy. 

Ihe Melimurne triumph wa.s a 
gloriouf chaptei in India’s sporting 
histoiy It gave her the sixlh suc¬ 
cessive hockey gold and free In¬ 
dia her only “Golden Hat-trick’’. It 
wa.s moment of glory foi me also 
I had won my third Olympic laurel 
I was not the only one to do it 
Francis, Gentle and Claudis shared 
the high spot with me At London 
in 1948, we were youngsters, now 
we were the veterans, the expert- 
I nt ed ones, the men on vAom 
icsted the natiuii's fortunes. 

It was just coincidence that 1 
emulated the great Dhyan Chand’s 
teal. Like Dhyan Chand I specialise 
at playing centre-forward; like him 


I played under different cratains 
ill my first two Olympic Games, 
Kishen Lai at London and K. D. 
Singh *Babu’ at Helsinki; like him 
I led India on my third Olympic 
venture. I have no wish to compare 
myself with the wizard, however. 

The subcontinent had one team 
then. Partition brought many woes, 
the holocaust of carnage, loot, mur¬ 
der and rape; the painful birth of 
a new nation, the agony of separa¬ 
tion and estrangement of friends 
and families; the division of assets, 
of armies and bureaucrats, of land 
and proptrty. It left the nation 
bereft of talent in every field. Hoc¬ 
key was particularly affected and 
we in Punjab were the hardest hit. 

We were in the midst of a cross¬ 
fire. We had scores of friends who 
only Ihe other day rubbed shoul¬ 
ders with us on playground. We 
were friends sharing each other’s 
joys and sorrows. Suddenly we 
were estranged. Provocative spee¬ 
ches and actio.>s from the other 
side of the fence did not help mat¬ 
ters. They only fanned the fire of 
hatred; it spread and charred hu¬ 
man bear's. The distan'*e grew 
wider and wider and eventually an 
India-Pakistan clash came to be 
considered as something of a show¬ 
down Melbourne was the venue 
ot our first hockey showdown and 
wc emerged triumphant. After the 
mutch the Pakistanis congratulated 
us, bu'' only formally. There was 
no back-slapping, no trace of ban¬ 
ter one associates with sportsmen, 
especially friends 

We were flooded with telegrams 
film home and the best we had 
from our beloved Prime Minister 
Jawahurlal Nehru, who always took 
keen interest in our achievement. 


That day when I led my team out 
to the victory rostrum 1 swelled 
with pride Sharing the rostrum on 
either side of me were the cap¬ 
tains of Pakistan and Germany, 
the silver and bronze winners. I 
tilt taller than them on box No 1. 
'I lie crowd cheered us. It was a 
thrilling experience to acknow¬ 
ledge their applause. The Naticmal 
anthem sounded sweet and the Tri¬ 
colour, fluttering proudly in the 
stiff breeze, looked a grand sight. 

For me, on one hand, was the 
agony of pain, on the other, the 
testasy of winning of glory, of 
triumph. The latter outweighed my 
pain; it now mattered little even 
if I io.st both my limbs Everything 
ha.s changed in an instant. Ansari’s 
bad omen had been forgotten. I 
whispered to him: “Your sneeze 
brought us luck.’’ 

(to be continued) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New 
Delhi-110 002. 


Another tragedy 


Agony and ecstasy 
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HITE loses this game by fail¬ 
ing to use hts Isolated Queei 
Pawn aggressively and then not ta 
king sufficient care for its defence 
As a result a Black Rook operates 
from the blockade square Q4, the 
IQP falls and a speedy King side 
attack decides the game 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 

White Ramesh Jhunjhunwala 
Black Vivek Sthalekar 

Played at Adarsh Chess Club, 
Bombay, in a friendly match with 
Jhunjhunwala brothers from Hong 
kong 

1 PK4, PQB4 2 PQB^ (a) PQ3 
3 PQ4, PxP 4 PxP, PKN3 S NKB3, 
BN2 6 NB3, NKB3 7 BQB4. 00 8 
00, PQR3 9 BKNS, NB3 10 PKR3, 
NxKP> (b) 11 NxN, PQ4 12 BxQP, 
QxB H NB3, QQl 14 RKl’ (c) 
PKR3 15 BK3, PK3 16 QQ2’ (d) 
KR2 17 QRQl, NK2 18 BB4, PQN4 
19 NK4 BN2 20 NK5 NQ4 21 
NB5, NxB 22 NxB, QQ4 23 QxN, 
QxN 24 RK3?. QRQl (e) 25 RQB3, 
RQ4' ?6 RlQBl, QN3 27 NN4’ 
(f) RKB4 28 0B7, QxP 29 R3B2. 
PKR4 30 NK3, RN4 31 RQl 
QKK-J 12 KBl, BK4 33 QN7, BQ5 
34 RB7, RKB4 35 RxB, QxP mate 

(a) Alapin’s line to which Black 
usually reacts with 2 PQ4 oi 
2 NKB3 

(b) I his should have been jne 
ceded bv 10 PRl 

I I I OI now alter 11 PQ5, NN5 



15 QN3 Black has a difficult game 
(IS BxN’ 16 PxB, NxQP 17 
QRQl, BK3 18 PB4) 

(d) 16 PQ5 liquidating the IQP 
was prcfeiable, 16 BxN 17 PxB, 
QxP 18 BxP seems favourable foi 
White 

(e) Black is now well placed 
with con*i ol of the blockade square 
Q4 and pressure against the IQP 

(f) The defensive 27 NB3 was 
indicated with some fighting chan 
CCS in the double Rook ending 
after 27 PN4 28 QK3, BxP 28 
NxB QxN 29, QxQ, RxQ 30 RB6 

White Sveshnikov 
Black Kiogius 
(Sochi, 1976) 

1 PK4, P0B4 2 P0B3, NKB3 3 
PK5, NQ4 4 PQ4 PxP (a) 5 NB3, 
NQB3 6 PxP PQ3 7 B0B4 PK3 
8 00 BK2 9 QK2, 00 10 NB3. NxN 
11 PxN, PQN3 (b» 12 B03, BN2 
13 PxP QxP 14 NN5, BxN 15 
BxB, NK2 16 QN4, NNt 17 PKR4. 
PB4 18 QRl, PKR3 19 BQ2, QRBl 
20 QRBl RKB3 21 KRKl, NK2 


22 PR5, PKN4 23 PB4t, RQl 24. 
BB3, RB2 25 QK3. QB3 26. PQSl. 
PxP 27 QQ4. RR2 28 RxNI, RxR 
29 BxP, RQ3 30 QRSch, KB2 31. 
QN7ch, Black resigns 

(a) Maich-Hort, Vinkovsky 1976 
went* 4 NQB3 S BQB4, PK3 6 
NB3. PQ3 7 PxQP, BxP 8 PxP, 
BxP 9 OO; 00 10 QNQ2. BK2 11. 
NN3, NB3 12 QxQ, RxQ, Black won 
the end game 

(b) In the same tournament 
Rashkovsky played against Sveshni¬ 
kov 11 PQ4 12 BQ3, NR4, 13 
PKR4!, BxP 14 PKN3. BK2 IS 
KN2, PB4 16 PxP ep, BxP 17 RRl, 
PKN3 18 NKS, BxN 19 PxB, RB2 
20 QN4. NB3 21 BxP', PxB 22 
QxPeh. RN2 23 QR5, QBl 24 RR4. 
NK2 25 l)R3 and Black resigned 

END GAMF 

Last week s ending by S V 
Simhadri 

White Ka4. Re8, N’s bS, bS. Pf4 

Black Ka2, Bdl, P’sc2, h3 

White to play and win 

1 Nlc3ch. Kb2 2 Rel, PcKJch 
3 Nxdlch, Kal 4 Ne3 Qxel 5 
Nc2ch, Kb2 6 Nxel, Ph2 7 Nd3ch, 
K(2 8 Nf2, Kd2 9 Pf5, iCe2 10 
Nhl, Kfl 11 Pf6, Kg2 12 Pf7. 
Kxhl 13 Pf8Q Kg2 14 QaSch, Kgl 
15 Nd4. PhlQ 16 Ne2ch Kh2 17 
QbSch, Kg2 18 Qb7ch. Kh2 19 
Qh7ch. Kg2 20 Qe4ch. Kh2 21 
Qh4ch, Kg2 22 Nf4ch Kgl 23 
Qelch, Kh2 24 (Jf2ch, Qg2 25 
Qxg2 mate 
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In the cause of sport 


W ILLIAMSON Magor and Co 
Ltd and Macneill and Barry 
Ltd were individually two very 
prominent supporters of sport in 
Calcutta, participating in many 
events for merchants and office 
teams and aiding m many ways the 
furtherance of sporting activities 
in the city 

Sulisaquent to the merger and 
the emergence of Marneill and 
Magor Ltd. there has been a na 
tural increase in all diis activity 
and rile new company has embaik 
ed oil a policy of not only encou 
raging ita own employees to in 
dulge in healthy sporting activities 
but also to sponsor and support 
sports events and sportsmen mainly 
In West Bengal 

MacuaiJI and Magor have a pro 
found record in the annual Mer 
chants Cup rowing even in whict 
they have, this year, completed 
hatiMck ot sutesses ITicy ar< 
stroked bv Sumat Uumra, the well 
known national oarsman and ht 
instils in the rest of his cievt a 
tiemeudous enthusiasm and will 
to win 

(he sompaiiv also comperes with 
sutiess Ml iht Merihants Cup Golf 
Competition in which its team won 
tht Second Division in ISTS and 
last veai was runner up in the Fir»l 
Division The rompitny s ouistand 
iiig player is Lakshman Singh, who 
has hem seUrted to lepresent In 
dia 10 the Asian 1 cam C hampion 
ship tun oil tisenhower Cup hnts, 
which IS to lx played at Kuala 
Lumpur ihis sumniei 

Chiradip Mukerjea Bengal s up 
and (oniing tennis rilavei is also 
employ! d bv Macneill and Mago 

iiut mote impoitantly the com 
pany is playing an incieasing part 
in H>onsi>i>ng sports even's and 
sportsmen and recently presented 
a handsome nophy for the. Cal 
cutta Inter Club Cycle Polo lour 
nament which was won by the Ro 
yal Calcutta Golf Club whose 
team, by a strange coincidence, in 
eluded two playcis from Macneill 


Macneill 

!/ 





l.akshman Singh 

and Mdgot I ikshtnan Singh and 
P K Cliaudhuri 

Finally, Macneill and Magor are 
ofteiing financial support to sports 
nun, paiticularlv vouiig Bengali 
sportsmen who aic being sent 
abroad tot advanced coathing and 
piac'ict Keceiitiv the company 
made a useful donation to the 


and Magor 



Chiradip Mukerjea 


Bengal Ranji Trophy cricketers, 
Bai tin B a 1 m a n and Sambaran 
Baneijee, who have travelled to 
Fngland for specialised cricket 
coaching in All Cover’s School and 
who Will also be playing in the 
Lancashire Leagne, that cradle 
which has turned out many of the 
game’s outstanding personalities 
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Zonni cound 


WEST 


Goa T. T. 


PANAJI; 

P ANJIM GYMKl^ANA ‘A’ defea¬ 
ted Customs aitd Central Ex¬ 
cise to lift the Angleys Cup in the 
All-Goa table tennis team cham¬ 
pionship here. 

Aditya Tarcar and Subhash Pan¬ 
dit r^resented Panjim Gymkhana, 
while the Kolvalkar brothers 
Vishnu and Subhash played for the 
Customs. 

Aditya scored a convincing 21-11, 
21-17 victory over Vishnu, while on 
the ether hand Subhash Kolvalkar 
went down fighting to Subhash 
Pandit 20-22, 23-25. Pandit and Tar- 
car got the better of the Kolvalkar 
brothers 20-22, 21-18 and 21-18 to 
make a clean sweep. SuMiash Pan 
dit and Subhash Kolvalkar had won 
the cup for Panjim Gymkhana last 
year. 

— A. K. M. 


Dempo win 

PANAJI: 

S tar-studded Dempo Sptmts 
Club scored an easy win over 
Panvel in the long delayed last 
match of the Senior Division Foot¬ 
ball league tournament to regain 
the league title after a long time. 
The former Rovers Cup champions . 
collected 54 points from 20 outings. 
The match a^inst Panvel was of 
special significance for them, as, 
in case, diey had lost, the title 
would have gone to Sesa Goa who 
hnisned a close second with 53 
points. 

Dempo had beaten Sesa 4-3 in an 
exciting first leg encounter. They 
had taken a commanding 4-0 lead 
at the interval, but Sesa came close 
to turning the tables when they 
scored three quick goals in the last 
ten minutes of the ^me. Unfor¬ 
tunately for Sesa, their ace striker 
Prakash Naik, who scored two 
magnificent goals, sustained a seri¬ 
ous bead, injury, four minutes from 
the end, when the Dempo defence 
was running out of ideas. His de¬ 
parture gave Dempo time to hold 
them.selve.s together. In the second 


league title 

leg encounter Sesa were leading 2-0, 
till five minutes from the end, but 
Dempo succeeded in their des|>e- 
rate bid to level the scores. Vic¬ 
tories over Salgaocar and Vasco, 
the other two fancied teams, also 
ensured their success. 


Much of the credit for Dempo’s 
success should go to their oppor¬ 
tunistic forward Francis D’Souza, 
who was their prolific scorer, Fran¬ 
cis availed of most of the oppor¬ 
tunities that came his way. His 
speed and dash as also his sharp 
shooting ability are his real assets. 
Dempo were also well served by 
stopper Rosario Rodrigues, goal¬ 
keeper Gaetano Fernandes and 
right half Herbert. 

Salgaocar who had won the lea¬ 
gue title in 1975 and 1976, had to 
rest content with the third place 
with 43 points and were followed 
by Vasco with 42 points. Goalkee- 
1 er Branihanand was their saviour 
on a number of occasions, but their 
defence was not reliable. 

— AJIT K. MOVE 



Aditya Tarcar (right) and Subhash Pandit Wadhera, winners of the Gondwana Club 

receiving the Angleys Cup from Joe Vox, doubles «h>^ tennis tournament receiving 

president of Sesa Goa Club trophy from HHile Justice Chandurkar in 



At the prise distribution of the Combined Cricket Tournaments* Committee in Bombay, 
Ajit Wa^kar giving away Cosmomilitan Shield to Suresh Vasbani (left) ef FoH 
Vtjay, Comrades Shield to Suresh Tigdi of Koli Combined, Dawoodi Bohra Shield to 
E. A. Hakim of Combined C. C. and Summer Vacation Shield to P. V. 

Koli of Koli Combined 
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Zonal round-up 

EAST 


Nowgong Socc«r 

GAUHATl: 


#^NE of the oldest and popular 
sporting events of the North- 
East India, the Independence Day 
Cup tootball tournamenit of Now¬ 
gong has never failed to capture 
the inia^natioii of soccer fans of 
this region. Rich with tradition, 
the tournament bears the hallmark 
of Sri N u r u I Amin, President, 
AIFF and hia sincere band cf 
organisers whose tenacity and dedi¬ 
cation has ensured the successful 
staging of the annual event over 
the last three decades inspite of 
the continuing small-town facili¬ 
ties ot Nowgong. 

Thw year's tournament is in pro 
gress and has attracted a galaxy of 
teama from various parts of India 

Aryans Club of Calcutta, Ambala 
Heroes, Orissa State XI, Indian Air 
Force (New Delhi), South Central 
Railway (S^underabad), Buriipur 
United, Divisional Railway Sports 
(Allahabad), Sahabad S. A. (Bihar) 
and Bhutan XI are some of the 



Mitali Hazarika (right), win¬ 
ner of the sub-junior girls’ 
title with Ghritacfai Haza- 
rika, runner-up 

strong contenders from beyond the 
North-East tor the coveted trophy. 
A few reams from North Bengal are 
also in the draw and can hope to 
provide the top teams a tough 
time in mnnsoonish conditions. The 
North Eastern stales will field their 
best teams led by Oil India XI, 
Assam Police, Nagaland Police, 
Thermal Sports (Namrup), Tiddim 
Road Union (Manipur) and Megha¬ 
laya Police. 


R. G. Baruah—R. I. P. 


A DEDICATED builder and iron 
willed taskmaster, genial, 
warm-heai'ied R. G. Baruah’s pass¬ 
ing away has removed from the 
public life of Assam an outstand¬ 
ing personality with an uncommon 
ability lo translate dreams into 
realit.,. 

Way back in the fifties ‘RG’ — 
as he was popularly known—saw 
the vision of reclaiming a spraw¬ 
ling dumping-ground in he heart 
of Gauhati and building there a 



modern stadium complex. Undeter¬ 
red by a host of formidable pro¬ 
blems. he slogged tirelessly over 
several years to present Gauhati 
with the picturesque Nehru Sta¬ 
dium complex which shall remain 
a monument to the many-splen- 
doured talents of this ‘King among 
men' 

The late President of India, 
Fakbruddin AH Ahmed, who was 
a that time the Finance Minister 
of Assam, had great confidence in 
RG’s ability and offered unstinted 
co-operation from the Government 
to see the stadium-building work 
through. 

R. G. Baruah was the proprietor 
of the Assam Tribune Group of 
Newspapers and started dailies 
here at a time when even weeklies 
were difficult propositions in As¬ 
sam. Sports found a ready forum 
in his newspapers. Sports Associa¬ 
tions in As.sam literally vied with 
one another to have RG at the 
helm of their affairs. He was the 
guiding spirit behind most of the 
big matches in cricket, football, 
tennis, badminton, table tennis 
organised in Gauhati over the past 
three decades. People of Gauhati 
still remember the wrestling events 
figuring world famous wrestlers 
organised by RG to swell the funds 
for building the Nehru Stadium. 

— DWARIK SARMA 


Gauhiati T. T. 


AUHATI's fifst major table 
tennis tournament of the sea¬ 
son was successfully conipleted by 
Kristi Bikash Sangha «; the Indoor 
Stadium. 


Sub-Junior player Gautom Haza¬ 
rika displayed sparkling form to 
win the men’s singles title by over¬ 
coming experienced Rittick Saikia 
in a closely-fought five-game final. 

Gautom’s hopes for a double, 
however, did not materialise when 
Cartew Roy defeated him in the 
boys’ singles final in five games. 


Assam's star player Monalisa 
Barua easily annexed the women’s 
title by outclassing Arati Devi in 
straight games. Rittick Saikia and 
Niten Changkakati — Assam’s top 
men players — had some consola¬ 
tion when they won the men’s dou¬ 
bles title. Carfew Roy aiTd Abbas- 
uddin Ahmed, both attractive left¬ 
handers, combined effectively to 
wrest the boys’ doubles title. 

A feature of the tournament was 
the encouragement given to the 
very young players in tne shape of 
three events organised exclusively 
ter players below 12 years. Mitali 
Hazarika was the nroud winner of 
the sub-junior girls’ defeating her 
cousin Ghritadii Hazarika Nekib- 
uddin Ahmed showed promise in 
defea'ing Gobinda Upadhaya in the 
sub-junior boys’ final. Two tiny- 
tots, just above table height, fought 
out the mini-singles final to the 
great amusement of the spectators. 
Nizamuddin Ahmed annexed the 
mint titfe at the expense of Anu- 
pam Barua. 


— DWARIK SARMA 


PATNA: 

1 N final round of the 15th Cre- 
scent chess tournament, Arvind 
Sinha defeated Abhcy Kumar, a ta¬ 
lented S'ate chess player. Arvind’s 
strategy, craft and SiciJlian defence 
humbled Abhoy Kumar. The plac- 
ings at the end of the tournament 
were as tcllows: Arvind Sinha 7, 
B. D. Singh 6i. Abhoy Kumar 6, 
R. N. Sinha 6, P. P. Ambastha 5], 
B. K. Srivastava Sj, H. P. Sinha Sj. 


A.SANSOL: 

D ESHAPRAN .Sangha of A.sansol 
lifted the inaugural Asanso) 
sub-divisional Junior Cricket tour- 
nameni when they beat Asansol 
Polytechnic Boys’ Club by two wic¬ 
kets in an exciting and well con¬ 
tested final. 

Asansol Polytechnic club scored 
3.S runs. Deshapran Sangha crossed 
the score with one wicket in hand, 
scoring 37 for eight wickets. In alt 
16 junior teams, below 14 years, 
and under 4’ 10" height, from Asan¬ 
sol sub-division participated. 

— NANI GOPAL PAL 
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This family's weakness for Vinkoia-12 
is their greatest strength! 


vinkola-12 


the iron tonic with Vitamin B 
for an active, healthy life 


Come alive with health Let life be fun Take 
Vinkola-12 every day 

Vinkola-12 doubles the energy output in every 
body Naturally It contains body-building 
ingredients a unique balance of Iron and 
Vitamin B 12 plus Glycerophosphates 


Q 


Standard 


So make Vinkola-12 your family s 
weakness too—like Amol Palekar's— 
for an active, healthy life 


STANDARD PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 
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’T'HE most prestigious of Bom- 
^ bay’s Bridge Events is its 
aomial Senior League, which con¬ 
sists of a thirty-two board double 
league played by eight qualified 
teams. 

This year at the end of twelve 
rounds three teams are strongly in 
contention: Khanolkar’s, Ruia^ and 
Tibrewala's with a score of 153, 
152 and ISl Victory Points respec¬ 
tively out of a possible 240. 

Vnfancied at the start of the lea¬ 
gue, Khanolkar’s team has been 
pertorming wonders. Its star pla¬ 
yer IS that wisard of bridge, Man¬ 
sur Tyebjee, who peaks through 
die backs of the cards, peps up all 
bis partners with a shot of his 
magical sixth sense and transforms 
each different team he plays for 
into a veritable Squadra Azura .... 
w«-e-ell almost .... 

Here is a band played by Man¬ 
sur in bis team’s 11A round en¬ 
counter against Tanksali’s:— 

Q 9 8 7 
A 2 
2 

Q J 9 8 7 6 


(N) 

(S) 


K 10 6 2 
5 A 

A 5 4 3 
K 10 5 

N-S Koii-Vul. E-W Vul. 

Bidding. S W N E 
IS 2D 4S Dbl 

P P P — 


How would you proceed, afiei 
the opening lead of the Diamond 
King? 

Mansur won the opening lead it. 
hand and played the ten of clubs 
overtaking with the knave in dum¬ 
my. East, after some pause foi 
thought, won with bis Ace and de 
cided to try and knock out dummy’.' 
heart entry. Winning with the Ace 
of hearts on the table, Mansur 
pulled the 7 of spades and let it 
ride. There was no further defence, 
to the hand. The full hand being: 


2 

Q J 9 8 7 6 

3 

K Q J 9 3 
K Q J 10 8 7 

4 

K 10 6 2 

5 4 

A 5 4 3 
K 10 5 


A J 5 4 
10 8 7 8 
9 6 
A 3 2 


It does not help East to duck 
the club, because declarm- runs the 
7 of spades and then knocks out 
the club Ace. Only the brilliant de¬ 
fence ai winning the club Ace and 
giving partner a club ruff can de¬ 
feat the hand. The key to this de- 



L.by JIMMY MEHTA J 

fence lies in the club pips. Unless 
West holds the Club King — un¬ 
likely — West's club 4 has to be a 
singleton assuming normal count¬ 
giving defensive measures. But 
from declarer’s point of view re¬ 
tention of dummy’s Queen of 
spades and a first round finesse 
against East’s knave is vital for 
success though the reasons are not 
apparent at first glance. 

Observe what happens if South 
tries to ceter for a singleton knave 
with West and plays a low spade 
from his hand towards dummy’s 
queen. Ear.: wins and shoots back 
u heart. After this, if he ducks 
clubs twice, there is no way to 
make the hand, because dummy is 
bereft of entries and an attempt 
by declarer to rutf a third diamond 
cn 'he board runs into an over 
ruff. 

Actually West has a possible pull 
out of the double with a bid of “5 
diamonds’' on his four loser hand, 
but was deterred by the adverse 
vulnerability. Nevertheless, as you 
no doubt have observed, “5 dia¬ 
monds” is undefeatable for E.'W. 
Curiously enougli in the other 
room the East-West pair, Mansur’.s 
partner-s, ended op in a contract of 
-5 hearts” after South had failed 
to open the bidding. The five-four 
fit in hearts proved inferior to the 
six-two diamond fit and ”5 hearts” 
was set one trick doubled and re¬ 
doubled, when declarer ran into a 
diamond ruff, reducing the size of 
the swing which Mansur gained for 
his team. 

The story does not have a happy 
ending tor Mansur and his team. 
They lost the match by 7 V.Ps. to 
13, reducing the lead they had until 
then enjoyed over their nearest 
rivals to the meagre 1 V.P. which 
now remains The team, however, 
still retains its initiative. 

Our old friend Orlando Campos 
introduces a new dimension to a 
hand analysed by me in Sports- 
week, July, 24. 


A Q X 

AK, xxxxxx 

X X 


Q x x X 

K X X X X X 


.A X X 


Contract: 6 harts; C^penii^ 

King of spadea. 

Hie percentage play suggeated 
which caters for a 3/1 heartbreak 
and a 3/2 diamond break was: ruK 
the S 1^ tow on die table, coA 
A ft K of diamonds ditching two 
spadaa from hand, ruff the third 
diamond with the King of hearts, 
enter dummy with the Ace of 
hearts and play the master die- 
monds pitching losers from the 
hand. While our friend (tebmdo 
agrees that this is the correct way 
to handle the hand, he points out 
that there is a particular distribu¬ 
tion vdiidh enables expert defence 
to beat die. hand. Can you spot it? 
If hearts are 2/2 and 4 dther hand 
has a tripleton club tiwadiar with 
a doubleton diamond bodt defen¬ 
ders must decline to ruff the 4di 
diamond, the man with the triple- 
ten club pitching clubs all the time. 
Now, when the Sth diamond is 
played, the third club is ^tched 
and a club ruff negotiated, Inci¬ 
dentally, if the Sth diamond is 
allowed to bold, the declarer 
should ensure his contract cash¬ 
ing dummy’s last heart urinner and 
then playing the 6di diamond pit¬ 
ching his last looing club. If be 
fails to do this, even a four/four 
club divisiem can defeat him. 


How f'uch 
do you know ? 


by HOSEY MISTRY 

1. In cricket, should the popping 
and retmn creases be redrawn 
during each interval? 

2. Can the breaAh of the internal 
stringing are of a squash racket 
be 7 ins.? 

3. How many umpires are re¬ 
quired for a kho kho match? 

4. How does a hockey umpire 
signal off-side? 

5. Are wrestlers required to be 
weighed with or without their 
clothes? 

6. In football, can a goal be scored 
direct from the kick-off? 

7. In chess, when is the king in 
check? 

ANSWERS: 

1. Yes, whenever possible. 2. Yes. 
I;, should not exceed 71 ins. 3. Two. 
4. He stands on the line of deci¬ 
sion and points one arm horizon¬ 
tally along that line. Then as a se¬ 
parate signal indicates the direc¬ 
tion of the free hit. 5. Without 
clothing. 6. No. 7. When the square 
which it occupies is attacked by an 
opponent’s, piece. 
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Build ttiem big 
with mCREMIII 





\ 


DMUFS—fbi btbiM from 
I mmihi w a ynn. 


important tor tne growin 
of your child. Give him 
Incremin syrup during 
this vital period. No more 
listless eating. Instead, an 
appetite for growing! 


Incremin has^sii»j?|| 
all the goodnc8s^*%^' 
of vitamins and iron. v-: < 
And what's even more 
important—the vital amino \ 
acid, lysine—to utilise all the 
nourishment from his diet. 



11 i.*j 


Mpw 14 yaar*. 


turn* mlra Mding into oxtn growtti 


Ftodua * atalamad mdaowrii at Amariean CytnamW Company 
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A RRANGEMENTS a r e almost 
^ complete for bringing Cosmos 
Club of America and its star Pele 
to play in Calcutta towards the end 
of September. ‘Kaiser’ Becken¬ 
bauer may also make the trip. 


rrtHAILAND will definitely re 
^ ceive the 2.5 million dollars re¬ 
quired to host the eighth Asian 
Games in Bangkok next year, out¬ 
go i n g secretary-general of the 
Asian Games Federation (AGF) 
Zafar Ali of Pakistan said in Bang¬ 
kok. Thailand will, for the third 
time in 12 years, host the Asian 
Games in Bangkok from December 
9—20, 1978. 


r|pHE Wre.stling Federation of In- 
dia, with N. S. Mohol a.s its 
president is the legitimate body 
for the control of the sport. ‘Mama’ 
Mohol himself claimed this in 
Bombay recentiv. 

All India Football Federa- 
lion has recommended seven 
names for inclusion in the panel of 
referees of the Federation Inter¬ 
nationale de Football Association 
(FIFA). Tlie referees are; Alex 
Var, Babul Burmese, S Banncrjec, 
Dilip Sen. S. S. Hakeem, Ikram-ul- 
Haq and K N Moir. 


npHE Eighth Asian Schools Soc- 
^ cer Championship will be held 
at Agra from December 12 to 23, 
according to A. Bose, secretary of 
the School Games Federation of 
India. 

Uber Cup women's badmin- 
ton contest henceforth will be 
played on the line of the Thomas 
Cup (men’s) badminton tourna¬ 
ment according to a decision at re¬ 
cent International Badminton Fe¬ 
deration meeting at M a I m o, Swe¬ 
den 

¥ NDIA’s full cricket tour of Eng- 
land in 1979 will be of four 
Tests, not five, the two countries 
having agreed to this reduction in 
view of the World Cup series be¬ 
ing played in England that year 

'VU EST GERMANY won the gold 
• • medal in the men’.s team foil 
event at the World Fencing Cham¬ 
pionships in Buenos .Aires. 


United States, which ha.s ail 
10 of their wrestlers in the lop 
SIX places, finished .second m the 
team slanding.s behind the Soviet 
Union The Soviet U'nion finished 
with 50 points while the Americans 
wound up with .191 points. 


I N the Queen’s birthday honours, 
Surrey captain J. H. Edrich and 
Wisden's editor Norman Preston 
were awarded MBEs. In the Aus¬ 
tralian lists J. B. Cbegwyn and E. 
C. Le Frantz received NBEs, and 
R. C. Steele the OBE. Sylvia Swin¬ 
burne, lately chairman of the Wo- 
men’s Cricket A.ssociation, was 
made OBE. 


E ssex batsman K. S. McEwan 
hit 27 off an over by Cambridge 
University off-spinner M. E. All- 
brook at Fenner’s and, four days 
later, 28 off an over by Australian 
leg-spinner K. J. O'Keeffe at 
Chemsford. 


M CC are investigating the black 
market sale of numbered 
members’ guests’ tickets outside 
Lord's during the Jubilee Test 
match in June last. 

1 USTRALIAN fast bowJer J R. 
^ Thomson bowled his lOOth no¬ 
ball of the season during the tou- 
ri.st.s match against Notts. 

U W, MARSH’S century against 
E.ssex was his first for the 
Australians in three tours of Eng¬ 
land. 


S. V. Damie—R. I. P 


W N the death ol S. V. Dainie, phy 
sical education in general and 
Pune sports in particular have lost 
a person who was an institution by 
himself. 


To inculcate a sense for physical 
fitness and sports, Damie started 
the famous Maharashtra Mandal in 
Pune in the year 1924. Sports en¬ 
thusiasts, young or old, have some¬ 
time or the othei' attended the 
classes held at the Maharashtra 
Mandal. 


Boys and girls come from all 
over Maharashtra in the summer 
vacations to have a 1 1 e a s t one 
month’s training at this famous 
institute and the entire credit went 
to Damie. 

Himself a fanatic for physical 
fitness, he tolerated no indiscipline 
among his wards and thus so many 
trainees who had their basics in 
physical fitness, later not only be¬ 
came good sportsmen but also well 


maniicied and well-bchaveci citizens 
of the country. 

Damie was always to be found 
ai the Mandal and even after pass¬ 
ing the age of 75, he was very ac¬ 
tive being present almost all the 
time at the Mandal to supervise 
over the training and games, whe¬ 
ther it be swimming or gymnastics 
It goes to his credit that he single 
handedly brought about an institu¬ 
tion like the Mandal, which be¬ 
came a part and parcel of the rich 
cultural heritage of Pune. 

Damie had an ambition of start¬ 
ing a Physical Education College 
and it had just been fulfilled with 
the setting up of such a college in 
the city. 

A couple of months back he was 
admitted to a nursing home, but 
realising that he would not live 
long he insisted on being brought 
to the mandal where he ultimately 
died at the age of 77. 
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Badminton bulletin 


Another whitewash? 


TNDlA’s last foray in the Uber 
^ Cup (women’s team badminton) 
ended in a 7-0 whitewash at the 
hands of Malaysia, two years ago. 
Dur women take on the Malaysians 
once again in five months' time; 
and the chances are that the scares 
will not be much different! 

It isn’t as if the Malaysians are 
the best women’s team in the 
worio. One saw the Chinese and 
Indonesians in the Asian Badmin¬ 
ton Confederation Championships 
at Hyderabad last year; and one 
also remembers the Danish and 
Swedish girls last seen in action in 
Bombay a couple of years ago. The 
nimbleness of the Chinese and the 
power of the Indonesians gave our 
girls little chance at Hyderabad. 
Why, even Japan’s bespectacled 
Saori Kondo, all at sea against the 
smooth strokeplay of Indian natio¬ 
nal champion Ami Ghia, turned (he 
tables on her adversary by dint of 
her superior staying power and 
quickness of foot. 

To make a quick assessment of 
the girls selected provisionally for 
the six-member team: Ami Ghia, 
the best stroke-maker of the lot, 
lacks the build and the power to 
gain the crucial points against out¬ 
siders. Deception permits her to 
get plentiful openings, but she can¬ 
not finish them off, and does not 
have the staying powers lo go the 
distance. Ami’s erstwhile doubles 
partner, Maureen Mathias had 
much more punch in her strokes, 
and the two made a fairly formi¬ 
dable doubles combination, invin¬ 
cible at least in the land. But Mau 
reen, alter her marriage, .seem.s to 
have lost interest in the game, and 
her name does not figure in the 
list of probables. More’s the pity, 
for the strongest chance we had of 
gaining a match was with this dou¬ 
bles pair 

Kanwai 'Thakur Singh of the Pun¬ 
jab was out of badminton for most 
of last year, following a fracture 
of the tail-bone, but seemed re¬ 
covered enough when she played 
the A.B.C. Championships at Hyde- 
radad and the Nationals a couple 
of months later. This girl has a lot 
of power, can hit a good backhand, 
but has breath problems. Her con¬ 
centration has also been found to 
falter, when she concedes a string 
of negative points. 

Maharashtra’s Sujata Jain is per¬ 
haps the fittest and quickest of the 
lot. Dropped from the Indian team 
for the A.B.C. after having played 
the Uber Cup earlier, Sujata has 
forced her way back into the natio¬ 
nal side by virtue of ceaseless train¬ 
ing. Her game shows much more 
steadiness and maturity this year, 
and her easy accounting of former 
international Shobha Mehta (n^ 
Murthy), Pune’s Sudha Bafna and 
the quick-footed Kama! Vimadalal 


in recent tournaments push her into 
the forefront of our singles expo¬ 
nents. It is likely that in the absence 
of Maureen D'Souza, Sujata and 
Ami will pair up to be our best 
hope in the doubles. It will be re¬ 
membered that the )wo girls start¬ 
ed their badminton by playing to¬ 
gether, befoie Ami joined the Rail¬ 
ways and had to pair up with her 
Western Railway teammate, Mau¬ 
reen. 

The Kerala girls, l.atha Kailas 
and Norcen Padua are likely to 
form our second doubles comhina- 
lion, playing as they have been to¬ 
gether for the last many years. 
While Latha has maintained Itei 
.speed and game to a large extent, 
Noreen’s speed has definitely gone 
down, a.s wa.s proved by muc'i- 
improved Ralnagiri p I a y e i Kan- 
chan Kelkar, elder sister of natio 
nal juniot champion Manik Noieen 
was thrashed roundly in straight 
ggmes in the P J. Hindu Gynikliaiia 
Open, and had definite difficulty 
pulling i( acros.s Kamal Vimadalal 
in the Khar Gymkhana (uiirnameiic 
a little earlier 

Uma Murihy of Karnataka is a 
useful player, who relies basicallv 
on her court coverage. Her main 
drawback is a weak backhand, and 
the fastei Malaysians, likely to 
prove a cut above her in speed, 
will certainly exploit this weakness 
Stroke-maker Sudha Bafna had 
seemed last vear to have come to 
terms with herself, but is back in 
the doldi urns thi.s yeat .She is slow 
on hei feet, and ruii.s out of bieatb 
towards the middle of a fiist game' 

The other three mcniber.s of die 
team, Manik Kelkar, Htifii.sh .Nan. 
man and M P's Anita Madaii .11 e 
unlikely lo be ultiniaiely selected. 



Sujata Jain . . . titieat 
and quickest 


and could avail of this opportunity 
to gain some experience and speed 
while training with our main hopea. 
All these juniors are at the mo¬ 
ment too petite and ill-built to 
make a mark at the international 
level; one hopes time and assidu¬ 
ous training will fill them our. The 
accent these days, even in women’s 
badminton, is so much on speed 
and fitness that pure stroke-players 
without these assets stand little 
chance. 

I'he Badminton Association of 
India has, for once, come out with 
an excellent proposal to keep the 
girls in good trim for the tie. For 
the five remaining months before 
the team flies to Kuala Lumpur, 
they will have the opportunity of 
playing and training almost con¬ 
tinuously. As this- sees the light of 
print, the girls are closeted in a 
ramp at the N.l.S., Patiala. At the 
end of the camp, the .six-member 
squad will be annoimz-ed A .second 
lainp will be held at the tame ve¬ 
nue in November, a few d;.ys after 
a series of international tourna¬ 
ments at Amritsar. Lucknow and 
Hydeiabad, where the girls get the 
(hance to pit their skills against a 
few invited foreigne/s. 

In between, the girls will be ac¬ 
tively engaged in playing three 
'/ I) n a I tout iiaments, besides the 
Inter-State Championships. The 
juniors in the squad will also have 
their sights on the Junior National, 
to be held at Gauhati in October. 

If this constant training and play¬ 
ing cannot toughen our women, no¬ 
thing will! A word of caution. It 
is advisable to stop active badmin¬ 
ton-playing toi at least a week, just 
before the team leaves for Kuala 
Lumpur; the period could be gain¬ 
fully employed (or training alone. 
This will prevent the feeling of 
uver-playing and stateness that 
some memb«rs of the Indian team 
were complaining about at the 
A.B.C. Championships. 

It would also be a great boon to 
Indian badminton if Shobha Mehta 
could come out of retirement (as 
she did briefly for the P. J Hindu 
Gym. tournament) and be added 
to the list of probables. A couple of 
months of training and playing will 
give her the speed of foot that was 
sadly lacking, although the sparkle 
of strokeplay was very much there. 
Another wonderful player who has 
been lost to Indian badminton is 
Damayanti Tambe (nto Subedar), 
who retired from the game after a 
personal tragedy. If Damayanti 
could be induced to make a come¬ 
back, it would strengthen our team 
a lor. 

• — SHIRISH NADKARNI 
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HOCKEY NOTES 

Will IHF 

T he Indian Hockey Federation 
had many red letter days in 
the history of the world hockey, 
when we enjoyed the top most po¬ 
sition in the world and one remem¬ 
bers these days with joy and pride, 
one often hears of the glorious 
deeds of the past 40 years. 

1 think the Indian Hockey Fede¬ 
ration has forgotten July 26th, 
1976, when we did not qualify for 
the tournament proper at Montreal 
since 1928. I do not want to sprin¬ 
kle salt on the evergreen wound, 
bur what huits me the most is, no¬ 
thing substantial has hern done by 
the I.H F., to regain the lost posi¬ 
tion and (hange the black to red. 

Several committees like the exe¬ 
cutive committee of the I.H.F and 
others were appointed to find the 
real of the failute of players, 

especially s.-licn the team left the 
dtores of the country it was ac 
claimed to be the best one and the 
fittest to regain the gold. At no 
place one has seen the findings of 
such committees. Why’ Are we not 
entitled to know’ Is not .ue coun 
try's money spent’ Then why keep 
such reports a guarded secret? Let 
the public who have the right to 
know the findings of the commit 
tees know the cone lusioiis arrived 
at by such committees 

The I H.F. officials met the re 
piesentatives of the Government of 
India in Delhi Would not one like 
to know what transpired theie and 
what steps were suggested by the 
Government and bow much they 
are put to practical purposes’ Why 
does I.H.F. not come out with it’ 

Nearly all the players who had 
been to Montreal were put in wit 
ness-box to get to the bottom to 
find out why we tailed, how was 
the behaviour of the players 
and on the ground, if they had any 
cau.se to be dissatisfied with the 
coach and the Manager who accom¬ 
panied the team? Sure enough 
quite some time and money must 
have been spent when such inqui 
ries were made. What is the re¬ 
sult of it ell? 

Then one got the news that the 
chairman of the selection commit¬ 
tee, Prithipal Singh had sent in bis 
resignation. This was very readily 
accepted by the I.H.F. officials, 
why? I wish the I.H.F. instead of 
accepting Frith ipal’s resignation, 
taken him into confidence and 
found out a reasonable solution in 
the interest of our hockey. In my 
opinion Prithipal is an old experi¬ 
enced soldier of many battles and 
would have been useful to the 
country’s hockev. 

Another point that comes to 
mind is that the selection commit 


answer? 

tee of the IHF had selected 34 
players for training. How has the 
number been increased to 55? My 
information is that the executive 
committee added the extra names. 
Does the constitution of 1 H.F. per¬ 
mit this? Or is it once again try¬ 
ing to appease and rule? How was 
Ashok Kumar’s name added to the 
list at the last moment? Did the 
president of the IHF consult the 
selection committee? 

Now to the camp at Patiala, 5.5 
players are undergoing training 
tor one month and one coach who 
is entrusted to look after the train¬ 
ing is R. S. Gentle who is not phy 
sically fit to lake up the strenuous 
job. I would like to ask Gentle, 
what he thinks about this appoint 
ment? Will he be able to justify 
hi.s appointment? I think at least 
three oi moie coaches be appointed 


to help him. If the I.H.F is ready 
to waste its fortune on training SS 
players, I am sure three more coa¬ 
ches will not be a very heavy bur¬ 
den to them. 

In niy opinion the coaching 
should be of the duration of at 
least three months. The first month 
be spent to get the players fit, so 
that in the remaining two months 
can be devoted to “isometric” and 
“isotonic” circuit training. Will the 
IHF be able to achieve anything 
in this one month's training is a 
million dollar 'question. 

The IHF has recently decidcKl to 
levy the capitation and registra¬ 
tion tees of Rs 10/- per player as 
the Federation is in dire need of 
tunds. According to me the IHF 
has an annual income of Rs. 41,000 
from various sources Can it ex¬ 
plain how th<* amount is spent? 

-- N. D NACARVALA 

(Former IHF secretary) 


Kenya grabs Bodhi 


I'^'iLIRUCHARAN SINGH BODHI 
is the mail who coached the 
Indian team that t i i u m p h e d 
in the third Wot Id Cup tout 
nev in Kuala Lumpur in 197.5 
Aflei the 1975 Wuild Cup he 
was nominated as the coach of 
the Indian team to New Zealand 
that year, hut he could nut avail 
of the ofter, owing to ciicuinstan 
ces beyond his control Last 
yeai, he was named as tl,.- roach 
of the Indian team for the Quaid 
e Azam centenary tourney in 
Lahore, and again he was depii- 
ved of the opportunity h> the 
dirty trick a bigwig in Punjab 
chose to plav 

Bodhi would be loo glad to pre¬ 
pare the Indian team tor the dc*- 
feiice of the World Cup that he 
had so ably assisted the country 
in winning. He has oflered his 
services to the IHF, without 
strings attached. Aftei _ the deba¬ 
cle of the Indian team in the 1976 
Montreal Olympic Games, Bodhi 
had written to the IHF that he 
would be pleased to avail himself 
as a coach and help India ledeem 
its glory in the game. He had sta¬ 
ted that he was not keen on going 
abroad with the tean' but would 
be happy to just coach the play¬ 
ers at home. 

But the ofter of this highly sue 
cessful coach, who has shaped 
over SO Indian player.s, including 
former India captain Ajit Pal 
Singh, is not being grabbed; far 
from It. A pity, indeed. 

His value, however, has not di¬ 
minished. The Kenyan Hockey 
Association has sought his servi¬ 
ces and Bodhi has agreed to coach 


Its learn Kenya's gain is India's 
loss 

Bedhi ha.s been drafted by the 
Kenyan Hockey Association secre¬ 
tary Huidev Singh, who was here 
recently as the coach of the 
Khal ,a Blues team, to prepare the 
Kenyan national team for the 
Aiiican tourney, to be held in 
Rome from September 15 to 19 
this year Kenya could well qua¬ 
lify from this tournament to the 
Inter-Continental Cup competition 
to he held in Rome from Septem- 
bt I 21 onwards, and from that to 
the tcurth World Cup, to be held 
in Buenos Aires form March 17 
to April 2, next yeai Kenya is 
not as powerful in hockey now as 
it was some years ago before the 
lepairiation of a good numbei of 
Asians from that country. But 
Bodhi has the knack of moulding 
the players at his disposal into a 
strong force. He is a coach with a 
golden touch. Testifying his abili¬ 
ties as a coach is the vast number 
of hockey stars he has produced- 
He is ‘Guru’ really to them all. 
'Ihey reverently touch his leei 
wherever they meet him. Few coa¬ 
ches in India get such respect from 
players. 

But Bodhi is a modest man He 
is not one who would blow his own 
trumpet What was the secret of his 
team's success in the World Cup 
tourney in Kuala Lumpur? “The 
team for the Kuala Lumpur tour¬ 
ney was no better than the side for 
the Montreal Olympic Games in 
1976 But the players showed won¬ 
derful team spirit and played as 
one roan. Also there was no inter¬ 
ference in the preparation of the 
team.” — SW Correspondent 
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by BUSYBEE, 


fwj I V\ S h<is lU'.t leaihed iiu tlut 
^ «ia i ntcrpi isiDK pioducii at 
Onnidatshan (in thdi|$r of ihi 
rhhava Geoi proKrammoj hd\ 
bton buying up Indian cncktii is 
Ht 1 > planning to pi osent ihi ni 
in a match against a Woild \i 
mad( up of < 1 ickou i s ti oin Nc u 
Zealand Singapoie and Kenva 
'Vtcoiding to leports, the fust pi i 
•on hi iwiuitcd was the Indian 
1 aptain, Bisheii Singh Redi Afti i 
wards Redi talked to thi othii 
menibcis of his team and, as of 
today, all the players who paiti 
cipated in thi ia^t sines against 
the touiing I nglishtncn have 
signed up for what has conn to 
be known as the Hoordaishan 
circus 


Sunil Gavaskar who was among 
the first to sign told me that too 
long he had been playing loi 
peanuts and he had to think of 
his futuM He said that all ht 
had got foi lepresentiiig his 
country was Rs ‘>000 pci lest 
and paid hotidas from Assoiiaied 
Cement t onipanie' 


Ihe Doordarshan producer. I am 
told IS paying the cricketers ex 
iremely well, though the exact 
amount is kept a closely guarded 
secret 

Among othei things, each plavei 
will be paid the standard fee of 
Rs 100 that Indian IV pays to 
all aitistes inleivieweis and 
news ttadiis on its piogiamnic's 
I he playei s will also be enlitltd 
10 teUvi>i(»n sets on easy instil 
meni terms 

Resides the Indian siais thi llooi 
dai shall pioduiei has signed lea 
ding players tiom New Zealand, 
Singapore and Kenya Asked 
which playei s he had signed 
(tom Kenya, he said “You can 
say the whole team ' 

Naiuiallv. the national citeket 
iMidies III all these countiies, in 
eluding the Indian tucket board, 
are not at all happy at what has 
happened The ptesident of the 
Singapore cneket associaium told 
me “the Ilooidatshan circus 
will be the end of cricket in 
Singapoie and all its five \eais 
of tiaditi n 

A melting ol these riickei uodies 
held last week has decided to 
wain the piaveis that it thes 
paitieipaie in these IV games, 
ihev will he banned tiom piaving 
in the official fests The plaveis 
have been given till 108^ to 
change then minds 


Ihe Doordarshan producer la also 
likely to be denied the use of all 
the official cricket ground! in the 
country Mt Wankhede told me* 
“I will not give him my stadium 
If he wants to he ean go and play 
at the Brabourne Stadium*’ 
Meanwhile, 1 understand, that 
the Cricket Club of India has 
hired a new groundsman for the 
Brabourne Stadium Mr Keki 
Taiapore has been put in charge 
of piepaiing ihe pitch 

In Calcutta, the Mohun Ragan 
Club's grounds aie likely to be 
used foi the game A portable 
pilch will be laid in the centre 
of the gtound and during the 
lunch interval as an added at 
traction foi the spectators iheic 
will be an exhibition tooiball 
match lietween Mohun Ragan and 
hast Bengal 

Must of the players if not ail, who 
have signed for the Doordarshan 
circus ate expected to disiegaid 
the Board’s threat of disriplinarv 
action Chelan Chauhan told me 
1 hough I have signed foi the 
Doordaishan pioducer, I will al 
ways lie available to Indian < ric 
kei The ticiuhle is Indian cricket 
does not want me 

Meanwhile, with the tour ot Aus 
tralia in the offing, the Indian 
seleetois are busy selecting a 
second Xi made of players ftom 
Haivaiia Kerala and Assam 



A range of highly-efficient, 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year 
Available m many designs 
and shades 
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Kumar beat nine 


Karate 
thrills 
in Madras 

■^ARAlh fans in Madias wiities 
** sed the hi si eves tournament 

• n this popular spoil when Kai 
shien Kan a Shiioryu kaiatcdo 
school held a competition to maik 
ns anniversary celebiations Six 
u-en students following the bhitro 
lyu style and belonging to dif 
Itren schools (doios) in and 
.irnundthe city look pan in the 
touiney 

Kumar, of the Aminjikarai Dojo, 
i merged the winner after over 
(uming nine opponents A Third De 
gice Brown ^It, Kumar defeated 
Kai, a Fourth Degree Green Belt, 
in the final Kumar had to go 
through SIX consecutive bouts and 
had only a minute’s rest before the 

* nal 

Attitude inside the ring, hghting 
techniques, execution, fouls etc 
vs ere taken into consideration while 
lodging the bouts 

Alan Dwyer, a Third Degree 
Black Belt and a school teacher 
tiom Canada, acted as the chief 
leleree 
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MISCELLANY 

Tennis nationals 

D ilip BOSE, honorary Mecretary 
of die All India Lawn Tennis 
Association, said in Calcutta that 
the National championships, sche 
duled to be held from December S 
to 11 may have to be postponed as 
India may have to play the Davis 
Cup quarter hnal on these days 

Dilip Bose has been elected for a 
two-year term to the two highest 
polity making bodies in the tennis 
world—Committee ot management 
of Davis Cup Nations and the 
Managing Committee of the Iiitei 
national Lawn lennis Fedetation 
(ILTF) 

Ihe election of the Committee of 
Management of Davis Cup Nations 
was held at the general meeting of 
Davis Cup Nations in London on 
June 29 and that to the Managing 
Committee oi the ILTb, at Him 
burg on July 6 Over SO lenni le 
preseiitatives from all over the 
world attended the meetings 

Bose, who has jusi leturncd 
after tepteseiiting India in Itolh the 
mectines told pressmen that 
David Gray was elected sec 
retaiy ot both ihe committees 
Iiom India R K Khaiini has 
been elected an honoiaiy memhei 
of the general body of the II 11 

TT In Olympics 

*11'ABLt Tennis is likely tu lx re 
■“ cognised soon as an OlympK 
spoit 

A decision to accoiel lecognition 
tu the game was taken ai a recent 
meeting between the president ot 
the International Table Tennis he 
deration (Hit ) and the technical 
diiecior of the International Olym 
pit Commiitet HOC), according to 
a circulai issued by the president 
of the table lennis Federation of 
India, T I> Ranga Ramanujan 

The citculai says that the lecog 
nition would depend upon the in 
corpoiation of the requirements of 
the IOC m the ITTF’s constitution 
The conditions govei n the status of 
playeis- amateur and professional 
To enable India’s participation 
in the event, once it becomes an 
Olympic discipline, the regulations 
wou ld h ave to be incorporated in 
the TTFi’s constitution too A foi 
mal proposal to this effect would 
be made at the next annual general 
meeting of the TTPI, the circular 
added 

Aggarwai mourned 

'The Badminton Association of 
India at its executive commit 
tee meeting held on 4th July 1977 
in New Delhi placed on record its 
deep sense of sorrow and grief at 


the sad death of Radliakishaii 
Sohanlal Aggaiwal a gieai patron 
and lover ot badminton in the 
country 

SPORISWFEK also joins the 
BAI in condoling the death of Shri 
Aggarwai It was through Sports 
week that the Radhakishaii Sohan 
IbI Badminton awards were msiilu 
ted last year 

The BAI accepted with thanks 
the geneious donation of Rs 
'>,000 of Shi I K K Aggaiwal for 
setting up an award in the memory 
ot his tdthcY Shri Radhakishaii 
Sohanlal Aggarwai for winners 
and runnci&up ot tht Interstate 
Badminton Championships for men 
~ the Rahimtoola cup for 1977 

Billiards in Pune 

'THF Western India Billiaids and 
* Snookei Championships 1977 
will b( held in Pun bv tin Pooni 


( lub under • the auspices of the 
Mahdiashira State Billiards Asso 
ciation from 24th Septembei to 14th 
October 1977 

Foi the fust time, these cham 
pionships aie lieing held outside 
Bombay with a view to popularise 
both games and to give an oppor 
lunitj to sports enthusiasts m and 
around Poona to witness and en 
joy the performances of the cream 
of leading cueists in ihe country 

In addition to Muhael leiieira, 
Girish Parekh, Shyam Shroff, the 


oiganisei' ait inviiing Sytd Alim 
of Madias and Arvind Savui of 
Kai nataka Pri/e money of Rs “>00 
to the winnei, Rs 290 to runner 
up and Rs ISO to the maket ot 
the highest bicak tor each event 
will be given 

Lloyd’s exit 

C lIVF LLOYD has said faicwell 
’o lanca'ihire foi 1977 and il 
might be the last goodbye 

Ihc great W( >1 Indian confiimed 
that he now needs u second knee 
operation which vtiiiiallj ends cue 
ki't tor him in this his lienefit sea 

,iUI 

With Kciiy Packet looming in 
(,(lobei, (lives 96 against Suirey 
two weeks nt.a could be his last in 
iiinr I t si I c 


'T HE Brigade ot c>oi kli is (> >ld 
Cup Football Touinaiiiini ton 
ducted by the Dai ucling lli'Uui 
Sports Association lieu has bttii 
given Class I status bv ilu AH In 
dia Football ft delation this vtai 
The to*ii naineiu will be staged 
tiom Octobci 7 to 16 Ihe uigani 
sets plan to include only 16 itims 
The sfhedult of matches is 1 irst 
round Ottobei 7 sttnntl Oitobei 
9 quaitei hnal Octobci 11 semi 
hiials OcIoImi it tinai October 16 



The craggy features of fiery Fred Trueman may soon giace 
the long room at Lord’s scene of t lanv of his triumphs 
Fred K bemg cast in bronze by sculptress Betty Miilci 


Gorkhas gold cup 
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'While I was 
perfecting my 
square di^e, 
Palmolive 
was perfecting 
my shaving" 

says Sunil Gmvaskmr 




Now Palmolive's improved 
moisluiized lather wiin SGK lor 
even (loser, smoolher shaves 


Pctmoliva I moistuimd laiher . 

now doaa aven mora for you With 4 

lit untqua ingiadiant SGL 4 It halpt 

you work up a rirh craamy lather ^ 

within tacondt Lather that retains 

moitture longer for comfort alt ^ 

through your shave Softens even the /if'v 

hardest beard Improves rarer glide ^ dlP 

And while you get your clotatt ^>1^, 

amoothatt shave ever Palmolive s g 

rich amollientt condition your skin ijp 
Try the latest thavmg sensation— 

Palmolive with SGL 4 J Tf/ 

Choott your kind o! thrnng |m||kX '' jSS 

plokturo from Ptimolivf ' i 

PalmoHua Oa Luaa Lather 

the craamy smooth lather and -a.' / f SBC ' 

a bold masculine 'rsgranre for , 41 

raaf shaving pleasure Biy 

Palmolive Lemon Fresh ' 

with a lemon fresh teng for a i 

refreshad after shave feeling 
Palmolive Menthol-Cool 

dashingly cool fragrance and 7 

skin cooling menthol v 

Palmoliv*—tha choict of successful men the world over* 


W -Ttiv" 


Q WHAl should 1 do to become a cricketer^ 

— Khahd Khan Mahadik (Khed, Ratnagiri) 

A SIMPLh Start playing the game in right 
earnest — and stop worrying 

Q CAN Roger Binny open the innings for India 
along with Gavaskar^ 

— Shafiulla Shaltff (Bangaloic) 

A LBT s wait and tree what miracles coach 
'* Hemu Adhikari hay performed op him during 
the Board's summet ramp 

Q HOW many rum have yo far been scored by 
West Indian Vivian Kichaids in lests^ 

— Piem Bihaii ^ingh Siai Dangal and Goutam 
Kumar Doshi (Pun) 

A IN 26 It Richards has playtd 45 innings, 
^ twice noi out, and scored 2 438 runs at an 
average of 56 6* Hu highest is 291 vs t ngland 

Q WHAI IS meant by mandatory ovets? At 
what stage of a match t* it introduced^ What 
are the implications^ 

— V I Swamy (Jagadalpui L4 P ) 

A UNDPR mandatory overs a minimum of 20 
^ overs must be bowled (moie allowed if time 
permits) in the last hours play on the last day of a 
match The provision is to ensuie that no side tries 
to deprive the other of possible success through 
time-wasting and other delaying tactics 

Q HOW many tuns were scored by kirmani and 
Prasanna in the hrst Test against West Indies 
at Bridgetown in 1976? How many victims kirmani 
had duiing the senes? 

— Daulat Ram lulshvan (Sambalput Oiissat 

A KIRMANI scored tight and 1> Piasanna 
^ made thiec in the hrst innings and was 
absent hurt in the second Kirmani held five catches 
and effected two slunipitigs in tht fouith Test in 
the series 

Q WHO were the winners and runnels up in 
the men’s singles at Wimbledon between 
1962 and 1969> 

— P N Sahav (Patna 14) 

A 1962 Rod Laver and Mai tin Mulligan '6i 
Chuck Mckinley and Pred Stolle '64 Roy 
I meison and Fred Stolle '65 Roy Pmerson and 
Fred Stolle *66 Manuel Santana and Denis Ral 
ston '67 John Newcombe and William Bungeri 
’68 Rod Laver and Tony Roche *69 Rod Laver and 
{ohn Newcombe 

Q WHERE IS farmer hockey goalkeeper Charles 
Cornelius^ 

— Prakash Kumar (Muraffarpur) 

A HE 1 $ back at Jullundur as the coach of the 
^ Border Security Force team 

Q IS the Mom ul Hag Stadium at Patna the 
^ biggest in India? If not, which is the biggest? 

— Pinaki Chaklader (Patna 1) 

A THE biggest stadium is the Nehru Staebum 
~ at Eden Gardens, Calcutta It can accommo¬ 
date over 70,000 
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Grand prix st/ie 

|r PF1 L that the best thing that 

^ can be done to impiove the 
>oiTy plight of Indian tooibail is 
to have for football something 
similar lo the tennis grand pnx 

Ihe AIFF can select some 12 to 
15 important tournaments from all 
over the country and points can be 
given to ih< winners runnel s up 
etc as IS done in the i« nnis giand 
pnx 

Fsery team should be allowed to 
participate in at hast six oi eight 
tournaments 1 h e pi esent i ulc 
allowing a team to play only three 
or four tournamentii is too hard 
on hr ms like |C1 Matatlal Mills 
I’remifi lyres tic who feed 20 10 
mouths right through the yeai just 
foi their football talents Ihe AIFF 
should sec to It that all teams pai 
ticipatt in thi football grand pus 

rhi rates at which th« tt nils in 
to be paid tan also bt dttidtd h\ 
tht Airr Ibis will stop tht bai 
gaming between organisers and the 
trams Itams from Calcutta Bom 
bay etc demand inoimous s ims 
and then nlay with tht least itite 
test to bow out even bctoit tht 
last eighth stage This is the main 
reason whv must of the tourna 
ments have ended with h< asy losses 
this yeai 

The team that gets the highest 
numbei of points after their quota 
of SIX or eight tournaments will be 
come Indias champion club if tht 
year 

— R Jeswant (Calicut) 

Shocking 

T HF inclusion of only five Indian 
athletes in the Asian team foi 
the forthcoming World Cup Cham 
pionships IS shacking Aftet India 
won nine gold medals in the second 
Asian liack and Field Champion 
ships in 1975 twie expected more 
athletes to have bran selected 
Also the omission of Shivnah 
Singh from the team is surprising 

The statement by Nicholas 
AAAA secre ary, in reply to a 
letter by AAFI secretary Kirpal 
Singh saying that standards have 
improved over the last two years 
and that the top Japanese athletes 
did not paiticipate in the 1975 
meet is flimsy 

— Sanjai Baneni (Cochin) 


Save our soccer 


/^UR hapless sportsmen have in 
vai lably left the country inade¬ 
quately trained and unprepared, 
both physicallv and mentally for 
internatioiidl competition Often 
times iheie have been absurdly 
over op imistic piedictions bv oui 
sports officials whose prime con 
cern has been to have a gala time 
abioad damn with the availabilitv 
of firsi rate players 

Our showing this year at Met 
deka football tournament, coming 
on tht heels of oui hockey reverse 
created an uneompaiable emotional 
stir and we weie scvetely criticised 
tor sending a second string team 
ail around Nothing came out of 
that' 

The mitigating factor in football 
IS that mov of the top ranking 
players are not available for inter 
national touinamcnts paiticularlv 
from West Bengal because of the 
attitude adopted by the authorities 
in that state tor then domestic 
prrigiammt outweighs the national 
intc res 

The recent announcement of the 
Indian team tui the Afghan Re 


public Day Celebration Football 
Tournament, in Kabul, has baffled 
sports lovers all over the country 
—the team includes only four in¬ 
ternationals 

According to an official spedees- 
man of the AIFF, this Qme not 
c nly the players from West Bengal, 
but also other top ranking players 
from other parts of the country 
did not turn up for the trials at the 
National Institute of Sports, Pa¬ 
tiala In all 70 players were invited 
for the trmls cum-coachmg camp 
at Patiala 

Another surprise was the nomi¬ 
nation of 21 year-old Harjmder 
Singh of Punjab as capitain 
Though, no one has any doubt 
about the capability of the star in 
side-left Harjindm-, yet one fails to 
understand why some of the senior 
players, like Gurdev Singh Gill 
(Punjab) or Brahmanand (Rail 
ways) were not considered for the 
job 

It bur's, particularly when one 
knows that we have talent with us, 
and arc unable to use it 

— Avinash Singh (Patiala) 


Cricket camp 

N OW that ihp Indian cricket 
team s tout to Australia is a 
ccMtaintv the selet tors should 
stiaightawav name about 25 to TO 
probables and conduct .in intensive 
coaching camp under the walrhful 
tsrs of experts like M 5 K Pa 
taudi Pataudi should be requested 
bv the Ciickii Boairl to accompany 
the Indian Kam as manager In 
ease be declines lin ntfer ,hould 
go to M I laisimha 

Ihe strongf .1 possible team 
should bt chf sen no inattei whe 
ther we enrountcr the Aiisttalian 
second OI third eleven Ihe Ausira 
ban Second XI is good enough to 
give us a rough fight Moreover 
India IS yet to win a test nii Aus 
tralian soil definitely a psychologi 
cal disadvantage 

Promising voingsteis like Nara 
simha Rae Kakesh landon, B Bui 
man should be given a chance 
— Ranjit Macherla (Hyderabad) 

Betrayal 

T Hb Inlet national Ciicket Con 
feience has rightly put a ban 
on those playeis who signed foi 
Packet & ser es Whatever may be 
the cause fer signing the contract. 
It IS a ben aval on the pat t of these 
playeis who have letused to play 
for their country Ihe ICC should 
stick to then decision Cricket will 
not die 

— G Nagarnian (New Delhi) 


Cheers Ashok 

17 VF RY hockey enthusiast has 
reason to be elated over the 
pleventh hour inclusion of wily 
inside forward Ashok Kumar for 
the training camp in Patiala More 
so liecause one had reason to be¬ 
lieve that his exclusion had nothing 
to do with his performance IHF 
pipsident Ramaswamy deserves to 
be congratulated as also SPORTS- 
WI FK and others who consistently 
campaigned tor his inclusion 

— R Bukkam (Goa) 

Good work 

CPORlSWbEK undrubtedly is 
the magazine that cares for 
sports and sportsmen Ydu have 
hitherto waged manv a battle 
tor the cause of our gallant 
sportsmen I urge you to do some¬ 
thing for S r I r a m and Shivnath 
Official indifference has hit rock 
bottom and the deep depression 
of such sorry experience may keep 
haunting those sportsmen 

— Rajendra Prasad (Bombav) 


I T was indeed magnificent, Balbtr 
scoring again and also SPORTS 
WEEK’S idea of serialising five 
excerpts of ‘The Golden Hat Tnck ’ 
One wishes you’d cover more of his 
book rather than just five exeturpts 
— Jehangir Noor (Pune) 
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'IP ill', lidlllidlol C lull Cluh, bt‘>vl 
^ by problems caused by the 
wrong-headed attitude of the joc¬ 
keys which caused the vast majo 
rity of them to boycott the last five 
race days and the stupid not by 
irate punters which brought about 
the cancellation of the last three 
race.s on the final midweek race 
day, did remarkably well to go 
through the programme Theie is 
not the slightest doubt that this 
was possible bet ause of the tre 
mendous goodwill which BTC Sec 
retary Arshad AH Khan, has crea¬ 
ted, his inexhaustible capacity for 
hard work and his considerable 
organising skills 

The 226-race, jB-day meeting saw 
champion Bombay trainer R R 
Byramji end up as champion with 
20 winners, one more than M 
Mangalorkai, with a sensational 
treble on the last day. His Manitou, 
a Grey Gaston Dusty Marta colt 
who won from all tins foui starts, 
including the Bangaioie Derby, had 
the double distinction of being the 


Sensational treble 


biggest stakes winner and the 
champion horse of the season and 
his owners, Ranjit V. Bhat and Yo- 
gesh M Shah, were the leading 
joint owners. Mr. M. A. M. Rama- 
swaniy, who is the biggest owner 
in the country, was the leading in¬ 
dividual owner. 

Karansingh was able to pip John 
Smith on the post with a victory 
on Blaring Spirit which gave him 
22 winners and the riding honours 
only because he decided to resile 
from his earlier stand and ride on 
the concluding day. The fact that 
he and another senior jockey, 
Richard Alford, are amongst the 
seven jockeys who have defied the 
directive of the jockeys Associa¬ 
tion of India not to accept riding 
engagements unless and until the 
Association is rcco^ised by the 
Five Turf Authorities of India 
makes it clear that this trickle will 
soon become a flood and the indi¬ 
cations are that such jockeys as are 
permitted to ride (there ts no 
doubt that the BTC will take disci- 
plinarv action against some of 
those who boycotted) will be seen 
in action in the Hyderabad, Pune 
and Mysore Meetings and there is 
little danger of any of the three 
lieing disrupted although the Turf 
.Aulhoriiiev have decided not to re- 
cogni.se the JAl at this jumtuie 

The bumper IS-Day Hyderabad 


Meeting, the First under Hydera¬ 
bad Turf Club Rules as it bMame 
the fifth Turf Authority of India 
last April, started on a somewhat 
subdued note but it is certain to 
pick up as, with the end of the 
Bangalore Summer Meeting, more 
horses will be available to compete. 
The bigger strings are with train¬ 
ers Tich Tyrrell, who will be retur¬ 
ning to that centre after a short 
lapse, and the Thomsons father 
and son. 

It is a very ambitious programme 
as 171 races have neen framed and 
the total stakes offered is Rs. 
.14,10,600 in addition to trophies 
valued at Rs. 8.1,500. F.very class 
of runnel has been catered for with 
three-year-olds having three Classic 
races and the older horses being 
able to compete in the President 
of India Gold Cup, which is the 
richest race for horses above the 
Classic age in the country. 

In the normal course Squanderer, 
Ranjit V. Bhat and 1. S. Mirchan- 
dani’s R. R Byramji-traiiied Valo- 
roso-Milky Way colt, who, in the 
course of winning 11 races, the last 
eight in a row, from 12 starts, has 
become the biggest stakes winner 
in the history of racing ia the coun¬ 
try with earnings of Rs 10.34 lakhs, 
would have been the automatic 
choice for the Nizam's Cup and the 
President of India Cup However, 


Jockeys on 


wrong track 


he will probably miss out both as 
he IS suitering from a strained pas¬ 
tel n (the sloping part of a horse's 
leg between the tctlock and the 


T HF. Bangalore Turf Club had to 
bear the full biunt ot the agi¬ 
tation by the jockeys because it is 
only at this summer centre that 
they get togethet in large numbers 
The Jockeys Association of India 
was formed in 1972 and it achieved 
instant success in its confrontation 
with the BTC in the matter of the 
licensing of certain riders who had 
been termed “sub-standard” as con¬ 
cessions were made to it. However, 
it had not been recognised by any 
Turf Authority 

In May this year the Association 
made a representation lor an in¬ 
crease in mount fees, representa¬ 
tion at all major enquiries and a 
revision of the accident benefits, 
it hoped that these matters would 
be placed on the agenda of the 
five Ttirf Authorities who met in 
Bangalore after the Invitation Cup. 

This was not done and the Asso¬ 
ciation, in a memorandum signed 
by 71 ot its members, demanded 
recegnition by the BTC within 48 
hours tailing which the jockeys 
would not accept engagements 
Negotiations failed because the 
jockeys refused to discuss matters 
as individuals, wishing to operate 
as a body, making it look as if the 
meetings would end abruptly. 


However, the BTC, received 
whole-hearted to-opcralion from 
the other Turf authorities — a 
batch of apprentires w a .s fiowii 
down from Bombay — decided to 
go ahead with the progiamme with 
the help of John Smith and Karl 
Omrigar, who had resiled from 
their earlier position, and the ap¬ 
prentices Both days went through 
without a hitch and it is a great 
credit to the authorities that it was 
so. 

There was full public support 
and I h e suspicious punters, who 
abound at every racecourse in the 
world, gave the impression that 
rhey were happier with the less 
experienced riders as they felt that 
the racing was clean. 

It is plain that the jockeys have 
tailed in their attempt to stop ra¬ 
cing, that they have lost some 
public .sympathy and have done 
untold harm to what is a good case. 
Their approach was wrong, their 
altitude unacceptable. 

If they persist in their agitation 
they will furthei alienate all ‘con¬ 
cerned and it is in their best inte¬ 
rests, as also that of the sport, that 
they take appropriate action to re¬ 
store normalcy. 


hoof) and will be out of training 
lor about two months. 

A 17 day programme, including 
ihioe chanty days, has been framed 
lor Pune, which will start on Sun¬ 
day. August 7 and end on Sunday, 
October 16 During that period 122 
races will be run and a giand total 
oi Rs. 18,0.3,OUO will be offered. As 
Manitou, the Bangalore Derby win¬ 
ner, wilJ not be in Pune Maratha 
Lancer, the next best Bombay per- 
lormer in Bangalore where he won 
the Colts Trial and ran fourth de¬ 
spite going out very wide in the 
straight in the Derby, will have the 
best credentials for the F. D. Wadia 
Cup and the General Rajendrasinhji 
Cup, which are the principal terms 
races tor three-year-olds. The St. 
Leger, of course, will be a piece of 
cake fer Squanderer, if he can be 
licked into shape before October 2 
when that race will be run. 

The Mysore meeting will com¬ 
mence on August 14 and end on 
Octobe. 16. During that period 
there will be 20 race days. An 
aggregate total of Rs. 2039.250, in¬ 
cluding cups of Rs. 50,750, will be 
oOered. Manitou will be the obvi¬ 
ous choice for the Mysore Classics 
as he has already established him¬ 
self as the best three-year-old in 
the land. 
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If after dreaming up an ari^metical solution 
to a passenger with excess baggage^ and re-checking 
the Load and Trim Sheet of a Boeings 
he can still balance the balance sheet... 

he must be an Air-India Traffic Officer. 


A mathematical wizard, our Airport 
Traffic Officer. Figures love him, 
always besiege him. And he's never quite 
himself without them. Kilos, grams, night 
timings, *jet>lags*. 

Give him a late-arrival flight. And a 
dozen businessmen who've missed their 
onward connections and swear their 
allepance to us! Hr knows they won’t be 
in the mood for love, not with us-> 
so what does he do—he helps to flex 
their elbows and all is whole again. 

Mtm 


fie will juggle flgures with the ease of 
a computer. Tlie total weight of bis 747 
won't be a kilo over 351,000 kgs. 

And when a family of tourists comes off 
a flight, not speaking a word of English 
or Hindi, his sign language will guide 
them to a hotel of their ^oice. 

He is only doing his job. Because he 
knows there is someone very spedal 
on board. 

You, dear passenger. 
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Now, for the first time in 
Cakutta-footbail at night! 


In step with sports illumination trends 
around the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at the Mohun Bagan Stadium. 

The complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadium along with a sophisticated 
control room was engineered by Philips. 
Undertaken on a turnkey basis, the entire 
project was planned, designed with 
the aid of computers, and installed by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers. 

And all this in record time. Tlie lighting of 
the playing area was made possible by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta Equipped with 
Elalogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced in India for sports fields, 
the system meets international standards 
in outdoor illumination levels 

For us at Philips, the project has meant 
total involvement And we are glad 
to have brought a little more happiness to 
sports lovers in the city. V^'lth the lighting. 
With the sound. With the total package 




PHILIPS 
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The return Boycott 
Times are a’changing 
Panic in the big top 
Jest a minute. Packer 
Larwood ~ a little bewildered 
Adlvasis — flair for hockey 
Leeds flashback 
Western India TT 

PLUS REGULAR FEATURES 


COVER: Rick McCosker (left) acknowledges cheers 
tor his century. Alan Knott (right) sweeps on 
his way to a century. Aussie sktoper Greg Chap 
pell joins Trent Bridge hero Geoff Bomott in 
victory celebrations (below) Pics: Patrick Eagar. 


The entire contents and photographs of this 
magaaine are copyriftitt and must not be 
r^roduced without pri<»* permission of the 
publishers. 


SHAHAD KOTNIS; 

Packer stars 

get a respite 

$ ^ 

A LL seem to be quiet at the moment after a week’s 
" hectic activity during which two more cricket, 
ers were set to quit Ke^ Packer’s cricket circus 
following the defection of Australian fast bowler 
Jeff Ihomson and Packer himself winning a tern- i 
porary injunction in a legal battle, when he startiM 
court proceedings against the ICC, TCCB and MCfT 
in London for imreats of banning his 51 contracted 
pros from Test cricket if they continue with Packer 
after October 1. 

In fact, the TCCB which met a day after the 
court’s granting of the temporary injunction to 
consider the fCC’s recommendation that Packer’s 
players tiiould be banned from all official cridket 
including English county cricket, decided not to 
outlaw the players until the controversy had been 
finally resolved in court — probably in Beptembtv. 

Packer’s company J P. Sport Pvt. Ltd. took out 
writs on the Australian Federal Court against the 
Australian Cricket Board in Sydney seeking to 
stop them from disrupting his 'super test* series, | 
Simultaneously, Packer’s firm has started in Lon- 
Uon one action against the ICC, TCCB and, 
MCC and another against David Lord, manager of 
Australian fast bowler Jeff Thomson and West In- j 
dians Kallicharran and Richards, for instigating I 
them to withdraw. A third action was started by ' 
tormer England captain Tony Greig, John Snow and : 
Mike Procter ,igainst the ICC, TCCB and 
MCC. The writs sought damages and injunctions, i 
claiming the recent conduct of the cricket authori- < 
ties constituted unjustified restraint of trade and 
wrongtul interference with the contracts the players 
entered into with J P. Sport Pvt. Ltd. 

Just before the court action, a 48-year-old Eng¬ 
lish businessman, David Evans, expr«tged his de¬ 
sire “to send Kerry Packer packing” by buying back 
the contracts of the five English players. He wants 
Australian dollars 1,550,0(X> worth m business a 
year for three years against which he has offered 
$A 1,550 a match to lest players and a $A 1,550 
retainer to a 50-man Test squad. 

So Packer has succeeded in bis own way, though 
temporarily, in what he described as the “first ball 
ot a five-day match ” The court action seems to 
have prevented the large scale exodus from Packer’s 
ranks, as many had believed, following the imposed 
Test ban and withdrawal of Thomson and others 

Meanwhile preparations are going on feveritiily 
lor England’a tour of Pakistan and New Zlealand 
and India’s tour Down Under, dates of which are 
clashing with Packer’s “super tests.” England hopes 
to field a “balanced team” in the absence of the 
‘rebels’ and Australia are confident of fielding a 
decent side to face India, if the rebels do not make 
up tiieir minds by Octob^ 1. 

The leading cricket critics, however, still believe 
that though it could be the end of many Test 
carem-s, the Packer series won’t last — at most it 
might run for a year or so. 
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Honw . . . ^yr«n hides hit# face as, Hatidall departs, mm out, and the crowd boo him 
and Joy ... Boycott waves to the crowd in response to the cheers for his defiant century 

THE RETURN OF BOYCOTT 


T HIRTY-SIX is a precari¬ 
ously advanced age to be 
reborn. But we have seen it 
happening to Geoff Boycott 
these past few summer days at 
Trent Bridge. 

The man who split the na¬ 
tion straight down the mid¬ 
dle, who in three lonely years 
has been called every name 
from traitor to coward, has 
ended the argument. 

He has answered the ques¬ 
tion: “Does Geoff Boycott de¬ 
serve to play for England 
again?" 

He has done so with the 
sheer weight of his talent and 
the strange, obsessive strength 
of his temperament. 

Indeed, he has ^one more. 
He has made the question 
seem foolish. For on those five 
days of the third Test Boycott 
was England. 

His scores of 107 and 80 not 
out have been more than a 
sporty, triumph, a sweep of 
success which virtually as¬ 
sures England of the Ashes 
for the first time in six years. 

They have been the state¬ 
ment of a man who has nur¬ 
sed his pride, his hurt feelings, 
his peculiarly sharp sense of 


right and wrong — as they 
affect Geoff Boycott — .for 
three years. 

He couldn’t serve under 
Mike Denness and there can 
be no illusions that he does 
not covet still the current Eng¬ 
land skipper’s job. But at least 
now he has left his island. 

It has shifted the balance of 
power in this current Test ser¬ 
ies totally. 

The Trent Bridge crowd, 
who hissed at him on the sec¬ 
ond day when he ran out their 
resident hero, young Derek 
Randall, cori^sctly measured 
the scale of- his achievement 
on the last day. 

They cried his name and he 
came on the balcony with a 
glass of champagne in his 
hand and a sleeveless sweater 
draping his bare chest. 

He\blinked in the sunlight 
in the manner of Mr, Magoo. 
And he raised his arms above 
his head. 

He is an unlikely sporting 
hero. There were times these 
last few days when he sweated 
with tension. But he kept his 
mind clear. 

He did the job he came to 
do. 

- JAMES LAWTON 


42 UMMING up Geoff Boycoit’s 
^ contribution skipper Mike 
Breerley said: “I think he was ner¬ 
vous at the start. But in the first 
innings he played better and bet¬ 
ter, and in the second was magnifi¬ 
cent throughout 

“People were wondering how he 
would play fast bowling after his 
long absence. The Australians gave 
him plenty of bouncers but they, 
were not trying to bounce him out 
by the end.” 

Australian skipper Greg Chappell 
said: “I have seen Boycott bat bet¬ 
ter but it was a great comeback. 
He went out there to occupy the 
crease and that is what he did. 

“The catching was the main dif¬ 
ference between the teams. It is a 
confidence thing and we are a bit 
short of that at the moment. 

“I still believe we can level the 
series despite our present position, 
Marins of nine wickets at Old 
Trafford and seven wickets at 
Trent Bridge do not reflect die 
true difference between the sidd^. 


“As for the Packer conWversy, 
it is not upsetting my game. I think 
we all diink of it as something in 
die future and we are too-iuqr 
playing Test cricket to worry about 
1 ^ * 
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Trent Bridge Test— 

Times 


. .v" ' '". —-------—--■by Pat 

are a*changing 


I F Geoff Boycott can come 
• back to Test cricket with 
scores of 107 and 80 not Out at 
Trent Bridge, what’s he going 
to do in front of his home fans 
at Headingley? 

It is « euestlon that must, have 
been haunting defeated Australia 
as the crowd massed in front of the 
pavilion and chanted "Boycott, Boy< 
cott. Boycott.*' 

He came out on the balcony—an 
emotional, almost tearful figure —- 
to acknowledge the acclaim for a 
performance that was decisive in 
what will be remembered as a great 
Aird Test. England won by seven 
wickets, 10 minutes' after tea on 
the fifth day, vdien Derek Randall, 
the local hero Boycott had so sadly 
run out in the Erst innings, straight 
drove Kerry O’Keeffe for 3. 

l^t for all that had gone before 
—' including Alan Knott's brUliant 
century, the bowling of Ian Botham 
and Bob Willis England's inspired 
catching and the rehabilitation of 
Rick McCosker — it was Boycott’s 
match. 

And, in the end, even the wea¬ 
ther did not dare to interfere and 
provide critics of one of the game’s 


complex personalities with more 
fuel. 

. Slowly and surely, he and skip¬ 
per Mike Brearli^ were leading 
England on the last day towards 
their victory target of 189 with an 
opening partnermip of 1S3: 

■Victory seemed a formality—but 
someone had mentioned there were 
thunderstorms about and, when 
chairman of the selectors Alec 
Bedser confirmed it in a lunchtime 
telephone call to the local weather 
centre, complacency turned to 
panic. 

Brearley, having batted four 
hours 20 minutes for 81, edged Max 
Walker into his stumps and within 
five balls the promoted Knott and 
Tony Greig had also perished to 
Walker. 

Had Boycott gone too slowly? 
You could almost hear his detrac¬ 
tors gathering once more. But they 
should have known better. 

The- Yorkshire champion, who 
had batted on every day of the 
match — .12 hours 14 minutes in 
all — remained unconcerned and 
saw the job through. 

Earlier, Bob Willis 6 ft 6 in of 
fast bowling fury with five for 88 
cut Australia down for 309 in their 
second innings. It was a supreme 


effort on a piUib Ht to breidi a' 
paceman's heart. 

As Willis's, gi^l idol. Anertesm 
toUc hero Bcd» Dylan has it„ 
times they are a'^ngiiw. 
ly it is England, after th^ tonnagt 
of recent years, who are the vib> 
rant aggresaors against an Austrii- 
lian side in danger of falling apart, 

Willis, 28, who added Owkn as 
his third name because of his pea* 
sion for American music, charaifs- 
terises the transformation. He ww 
ffoued himself to the peak ^ |»hy- 
sicaf conditidn after serious opera> . 
tions on both knees. 

That, plus a straightened run-in , 
that vastly improved his coatr^ 
has gpven England a weapon m 
their own in fast bowling conflict. - 
Mike Hendrick, Willis’s new ball 
partner bowled every bit as w<dl 
without any luck., 

Rick McCosker went on for more . 
than six hours for his second 
century against England and a 
personal triumph, following scores 
of 23, I, 2 and 0 in the tost two 
Tests. 

A top-ed^ed hook against Willis 
.smashed his jaw at Melbourne in 
March. Just to show he had fiin% 
recovered from that experience, he 

overleal 



Hod Marali is brlBiaatty cauglit by Greig off Willis to give the Ausate vkecaptaln a 
'pair' far tlie TesS. Pics: Patrick Eagar 
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hwked Wttlls for one of his ten 
4’s to reach 50, tihen hooked him 
again for a mighty 4 to reach hit 
iOQ. 

Alan Knott has played many fine 
Inninsa for England, yet this must 
rate as his best. Boycott’s will not 
go down as one of his best as far 
as application and technique is 
concerned, yet considering the im¬ 
mense pressure he was under, it 
was a great personal triumph. 

Ian Botham made an England de¬ 
but fit to set before the Queen. Un¬ 
fortunately she was late for tea and 
missed seeing him capture four 
widcets for 13 runs in 34 balls, to 
take Australia to the brink of hu¬ 
miliation in the first innings. 

But the Royal Standard was flut¬ 
tering over the famous old pavilion 
when he claimed his flfdi wicket 
to establish himself as the natural 
successor to Kerry Packer man 
Tony Greig. 

The 21-year-old, Somerset all- 
rounder, vmo might have become 
a Crystal palace footballer, changed 
the course of the match aft^ Aus¬ 
tralia had made the best start of 
the series. 

His first victim with the first ball 
of his second spell was the meat 
C^eg Chappell, and, with the dowm 
fall of their captain, Australia’s 
batting collapsed. 

They plunged from 101 for 1 to 
155 for 8 before Kerry O’Keeffe, 
displaying the straightest 'bat in 
the side, raised 88 for tlie last two 
wickets with Jeff Thomson and 
Len Pascoo. 

But Botham's lively fast medium 
swing bowling learned from the 
legendary Tom Cartwright and a 
lessen picked from Frank Tyson 
that he should bowl at the slips 
rather than the stumps which was 
decisive. 





Greg Clieppell is beaten and bowled by Hendrick ... the 
decisive moment in the Test Below: A victory befittliig 
* jubBee queen 
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Panic in the big top 


K erry packer m in London and with ru* 
mdurs rife diat hia cricket circus is beginning 
to fall ^part — commented: 

‘ft said at the beginning that T would stick with 
mgr nlayers when the going got toufj^. Ihat’s why 1 
am nere.** 

His troubles mounted with the announcement 
that businessman David Evans was prepared to buy 
back from him the contracts of Tony Grcig, Alan 
Ibott, Derdc Underwoodi John Snow and Dennis 
Amiss. 

He did confirm that Warwickshire batsman 


Alvin Kallicharran was still bound to his contract, 
althou^. the West Indian star has announced bis 
withthawal. 

Meanwhile, David Lord, business nranager for 
Kallicharran and anodier djrfector, Jeff Thomtwa 
said: “Packer’s decision to fly immediately, the news 
reached him, smacked of panic to me”. 

Packer, however, has woo a temporary vict^ 
against England’s cricketing authorities in mat be 
has secured a seven-day stay order on the ban On 
contracted players who join his‘circus’ from taking 
part in Tests and county games. 



David Lord 

D avid lord's one-man war claimed so much 
Press attention at Trent Bridge that it was at 
times easy to forget there was another little affair 
going on in the middle. 

Every other phone call seemed to be for Lord. 
Every few minutes he would secrete himself in a 
corner with ope or other of the worried scoop- 
seekers who swopped shifty glances all through the 
third Test 

But then, glamour is bound to come to one who 
dares to take on the might of Kerry Packer. 

As Lord himself said: "Packer is big in every 
sense—physical, mental and financial. I’ve taken on 
a mountain and up to this point it’s been e bloody 
lonely existence. But now I can just see the light.” 

Lord is the man who has talked Jeff Thomson 
and Alvin Kallicharran out of Packer’s winter cir¬ 
cus. He doesn’t intend to stop there. 

“I’ve got my two guys off die hook now and I 
hope that has started the momentum for an exodus.” 

Lord, 38 years old — “although I feel I’m go¬ 
ing on 100” — and twice married, played Sydney 
grade cricket for 17 years. “1 was a top-order bats- 
man and I started out as a fast bowter. Then I be¬ 
came a medium-pacer. After that. I struggled to get 
to the wicket.” 

He went into journalism in 1968, writing cricket 
and rugby iinion, and has become progressively 
more involved in radio' and television during the 
’seventies. 

Thomson was his first client in the sports 
management field. “I’d spent so many painful hours 
facing Tfaommo and Len PascOc when they opened 
die attack for Bankstown in Sydney, that 1 thought 
1 would do something about it” 

He. now acts for golfer Bruce Devlin and swim¬ 
mer .Stephen Holland, in addition to Thomson and 
Kallicharran. 

IB^TSVinBEK, Augatt 14,1977 


Kerry PacScer 

T he similarity between a certain Mr. Samson-*^ : 

who did pull down the pillars of a temple—and 
a certain Mr. Packer — on the way to doing die same 
thing — is not so strange as you might think. 

Kerry Packer is 18 stone and carries it eadly 
on his enormous frame. 

i 

He looks and behaves like the television mag¬ 
nate that he Is — and if that style of behaviour u 
sometimes hard, well he comes from hard stock. 

' In the Terrace Suite at the Dorchester he won-* 
dered whether he should put his tie on to meet me. 

What is he like, this man who, at the age of 
39, has drawn the wrath of almost all the cricket 
world on his bead? 

He has an open face, a soft Australian accent. 
He is restless, now sitting on a sofa, now rising 
urgendy to pace across to die window. 

He surveys the scene and, for a moment you 
think he might reach out and seize it all, the parks, 
the skyscrapers. 

He smokes constantly and dark-green packets 
of 20 are strewn around the room. 

If you ask him an awkward question, he takes 
care to look at you eye to eye, dien he answers, 
quickly and sureiy. He knows what be wants; he is 
sure he knows how to get it. 

He brandishes the report of a market research 
company who have done some field work into whe¬ 
ther his kind of cricket matches would be popular. 

The r^ort seems favourable. He smiles, a fleet¬ 
ing gesture of satisfaction. 

Kerry Packer knows that even with the world 
against him, he has enough ammunition to fi|dit a 
long and protracted battle. 

He thinks heTl win. 

— CHRISTOPHER HILTON 
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Jest a minute, Packer 


Tbe battle royal between the Australian TV tycoon 
Packer and the world’s cricket authorities has entered tM 
coitfta and is being waged with grim ferocity. Cartoonist 
ROY ULYETT, however, takes tine off to present the 
lighter ude of the case which has the cricketing world agog 



Molt of the crtLketen dropiied out Kerry — but I got i couple of footbiHen at ball a 

million eacb’ ” 
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LorWood—a IMh bewilder^ 


T he tdavidoD cir«w tuning, cn* 
Uet in punuit of Jnff lliaiii- 
«Mi prwridiMl iiic moat driieious 
froBjr of nil at Trent Brldge< 

Tims' Jbrushod past the Uttlo did 
man in a grey a<ut vrith a trilby in 
hand. 

'lliey didn't catch Test cricket^ 
currantly most expensive fast 
bowlsr bat they did collide, un- 
knovdngly, witli the most deadls» 
practliioner of all time. - 

Harold Larwood, bronsed by 25 
ya a r a in Australia, is 72 now. And 
iMire than a little bewildered. 

"Majdm it is the world tbat has 
■one mad and dricket has jbst fol> 
Sowed it,** ne tells me. ^ 

"This lad Thomaon, who is good 
mind srou, gets £400,000 from a ra¬ 
dio statloa. Kerry Packer is a chap 
adio thinks he's binac d>an the 
game. 

T don’t envy a lad like Thomson 
a Mnny he earns, but whet I do 
object to is people who think diey 
can mess about with the greatest 
fame of all.” 

. His mannw, in fact, is as surpri¬ 
sing as his stature, which is astoni¬ 
shingly slight for a man who at his 
peak Drought a chill even to the 
soul of Sir Donald Bradman. 

Larwood, you have to remind 
yourself as 3 nou look at an <dd 
gentleman who flushes with embar¬ 
rassment when a matron demands 
Aat she shakes his hand, is the 
bowler who needed police protec¬ 
tion ‘ as he paralysed Australian 
cricket in the 1932 bodyline series. 

In a way cricket’s current crisis 
is a mere ripple. Back in ’32 some 
said Larwood, if he kept demolish¬ 
ing Australian batsmen both physi- 
caUy and morally, would break up 
die Empire. 

One of his old partners. Bill Voce, 
looms above him, remhiding him 
that Test players are under con¬ 
tract not to talk to the Press, and 
they laugh about the irony of diis 
toe. 

Another tough veteran Bob Wyatt 
Joins them. And old mining men, 
who remember when Larwo^ first 
tprtag out of the pits to make bis 
name as a 19-year-old, cluster 
■ronnd eyes shining. 

"Wbat do tba think will hm>- 
pen with this Packer Iwsiness, Ha¬ 
rold?” asks one of them. 

Larwood pauses, looks at his 
ahoea. He is very shy. Then he says; 
*T reckon, 'sooner dian later, he 
wfB go away. 

"There’s not a man alive who 



Harold Larwood In 1977 at Sydney airport with hie 
granddaughter Karea Inset; Larwood in actioa 
Adelaide. 1933 


can say he te bigger than cricket 
and not end up looking foolish. 

“People want to watoh Test cric¬ 
ket because they want to see men 
laying with pride end seeking 
onour. 

'T know that peimls will only 
have curiosity about some cricket 
circus. TbeyTl watch it for a gam 
or two and dien they will want the 
reel thing.” 

Larwood is beinf consumed by 


^Id Notts admirers, old friends. He 
tells one of them: ‘Tm taking a 
last look around the old grounds 
in England. I know it is my last 
(visit to England. When 1 go back 
to Australia it will be for the last 
time. 

“But 1 do know that the game is 
still strong here. It is something 
you could never change, however 
much money you offered." 

— JAMES LAWTON 
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invest in Central Bank's 

Money Multiplier 
DeposK Scheme 

See Rs. 5000 become Rs. 10,040 
in 7 years and Rs.13,535 in 10 years. 

That's how fast your money grows 
in Money Multiplier Deposit Scheme 
keeping your savings always 
one step ahead of your needs 
Minimum deposit Rs. 100/ or 
multiples thereof 
For details, please contact 
the nearest Central Bank brao*:'' 



Central Bonk of India 

(A Govemmont ol indtu Undertsktftti) 

The Bank that moves out lo people and places 


HEADACHE GONE 
VfITHAGLASSOF 




AMD JUST ONE 

Sark/on 



(f 1 sn* 
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Hockey- 

Adivasis 


T here were 17 Adivasis on the 
field during the final of the 
Murugappa Gold Cup all India hoc¬ 
key tournament in Madras recently 
— eleven on the Bihar Regimental 
Centre (Dmapore) side and six in 
the Central Reserve Police ranks 
Seeing them all one could not but 
think that these Adivasis, like the 
Mrbaned gentry of the Punjab, will 
before long be a force to reckon 
with in Indian hockey 

These Adivasis of Ranchi district 
in Bihar are, like the Gorkhas, 
hardy, disciplined and dedicated 
fighters That is why they are wel 
come in the military and police 
forces and dial is why they are 
coming into prominence in hockey, 
the game they have fallen for 

That three Adivasi players be 
longing to the Bihar Regimental 
Centre — Dung Dung (fullback), 
John Keiketta (centrehalf) and 
Samuel lopno (inside left) — aie 
among the probables foi the fourth 
World Cup hockey touiney, to be 
held in Buenoii An es next veai, 
testifies to the fact that the Indian 
Hockey Federation has taken note 
of the newly emerging force 

All these players were selected 
on their fine performances in the 
national championship in Madras 
early this year Another Adivasi 
player who should have been cho 
sen IS young Sushil Tupno, the 
BRC centre forward Speedy, skil 
lul and hawklike in swooping 
down on the halt chance, Sushil 
was the outstanding player ot the 
Murugappa Gold Cup tournev 
The strong points of the Adivasi 
players are their physical fitness 
and their capacity to run Iheir 
remarkable endurance can be ac 
counted by the fact that, exposed 
to the rigours of nature from their 
childhood, the Adivasis grow up 
into hardy men with a lot of rests 
tance And, since they hardly ever 
travel by any v^tcle at home and 
are used to a great deal of walking 
and running on rugged teirain, 
they develop tremendous stamina 
and a rest for running and jumping 
and are generally very agile 
According to DSP Ratnakaian of 
the Central Reserve Police, hockey 
is as popular in Ranchi district as 
soccer is in West Bengal and 
Kerala 

The Adivasis start playing the 
game at a very early age and prac 
tise arduously on rugged grounds 
Any croidced suck will do for an 
Adivasi if he is unable to get a 
hockey sUck 

The Adivasis get a lot of encou 
ragement from Chrisuan missions 
ries who provide them with sticks 
and balls and foater their interest 


flair for the game 


in the game Since they are gene 
rally short of stature, they do not 
have to bend much while playing 
Their speed and natural desire to 
chase the ball make them good 
players 

Being veritable hounds, the Adi¬ 
vasis have a natural flair for poun¬ 
cing on the bail But this in a way 
proves disadvantageous to them, 
says Ratnakaran, because when a 
set of Adivasi forwards are on the 
go all of them pounce on the ball 
at the same time like a swarm of 
flies converging on a svreet 

They rarely think who should 
pounce on the ball in a particular 
situauon It is very difficult to 
change this habit of theirs Even 
Dbyan Chand who had given them 
good coaching some years ago had 
tound It difiicult to correct this 
fault 

The Adivasis, especially those in 
the BRC, have been coached by 
Swami Jagannath, V P Naidu and 
Balkishen, apart from Dhyan 
Chand BRC, as a tram, first took 
part in the Ra^i Ahmed Kidwai 
tourney in 1974, thanks to K D 
Singh Babu’s recommendation 
They won that tournament and 
since then have been entered in 
various other competiUons 

The Adivasis have wonderful 
competitive spirit From a very 
early stage, they develop this spirit 
by making practice games into 
tougii, serious competitions And 
the losing side in a practice game 
offers a goat to the winners for 
lunch or dinner 

Goat or no goat, the Adivasis ate 
a plucky lot And tenacious men of 
such tough fibre could well play a 
part m India’s hockey resurgence 
These men, if coached well and 
given due encouragement, can be 
come good players 

RAYAN AMAL RAJ 



’"siV-.w. 

John Tofipe (top) and Vin¬ 
cent Lakra (b^ow right), 
two Adivasis who have ma^te 
a mark 



SPORTSWEEK. August 14,1977 


13 





Axed fr om the team 


U Rome 
I960 

T he Pakistanis had their res’cnge 
four years later at Rome They 
got away with 1-0 victory to be 
. come the first country ever to de 
feat Tndia in the Olympic Games. 
That ended India’s 32-year reign 
as world champions, a tenure every 
Indian was proud of 
. Leslie Claudius, who had played 
With me at London. Helsinki and 
Melbourne and never known defoat 
in this class of hockey, was chosen 
ciqttain. It was a significent year 
for him; it was his fourth succes¬ 
sive Olympic appearance, an hon¬ 
our no Indian had ever earned be¬ 
fore. This diminutive player from 
Bengal was an excellent teamman; 
quiet, soft spoken and one who 
would never get flustered in 
tense situations. He was an excel¬ 
lent singer and kept our spirits 
high on tours. 

I joined my countrymen in wish¬ 
ing Leslie and his men alt luck. 
"Dame fortune” however, did not 
smile on Leslie and the 1960 In¬ 
dians. It was a classic goal by 
inside-right Naseer Bunda in the 
lltb minute that relegated India 
to "silver standard”. Tiie Indians 
attacked for all they were worth. 
Udham, J a s w a n t, supported by 
Peter and Bhole worked tirelessly 
and came near scaring several 
times. But the tenacious Pakistanis 
hung on to their slender advantage. 

Hie positions had reversed and 
so had the people’s emotions. There 
was jubilation across the border 
and gloom in India; they let off 
crackers and felt on top of the 
world; we only brooded and shook 
our heads in disbelief. 

The news of India's debacle was 
tragic. In its wake came criticism. 
Many held newcomer Jhaman Lal 
%arma responsible for the goal— 
and not without reason. He and 
Prithipal Singh formed an untired 
pair of deep defenders. WhenPri- 
thipal was beaten by Naseer 
Bunda’s dribble, Jhaman was not 
backing up. The Pakistani inside- 
' right got away, side-stepped charg¬ 
ing Laxman and pushed the ball 
home. That one mistake cost India 
their seventh gold medaL 

tTie selectors had certainly not 
mode a wise A«ke'.‘ ’*** 

a fiirst claos defence mMt. It was 
his first outing and he deserved 
his chance. All he needed was an 
eaqpericnced player to help him 
awn the deep defence. They had 
Balakrisban Singh with foem; they 
should have played him instead of 


THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 


MY HOCKEY DAYS 



(as told to Samuel Banerjee) 


Jhaman. The critics also pointed 
out that the team had no leader 
of the attack and observed that 1 
could have made the Rome trip 
with much better results. I may 
sound boastful but I do feel that 
the selectors’ axe fell on me rather 
unceremoniously. 

N. N. “Habul” Mukherjee, the 
pan-rhewing, bachelor veteran of 
Indian hockery, who coached the 
Zonal pre babies at Lucknow, and 
Dr. A. C. Chatterjee. then Vice- 
President of IHF and our 1948 
Olympic team manager, were of the 
view that I had never been so 
trim and fit as I was in 1960. At 
the final trials in Bombay I was 
topped. I attributed my fitness to 
the rigorous sand running I had 
done a month before the Lucknow 
camp. I was then posted at Patiala 
as Deputy Superintendent of Police. 
Behind the Patiala District Jail 
there was a sandy stretch and 1 
used to run on it, shod in heavy 
police boots and with a 20 kg. sand 



bag slung across my ahouldara. I 
knew that I was advancing in age 
and that 1 had to wmk harder than 
younger men to condition myself. 

AshWini Kumar, who was than 
the Deputy Inspector (Smieral 
of Police, Patiala rapge, took per¬ 
sonal interest in me. He made it a 
point to enquire from my Superin¬ 
tendent of Police, Chowi&ary lAa- 
ram Kngh whether I -was serious 
in my training and he conducted 
surprise checks to find out if 1 was 
doing the running or not. The 
proof of my fitness lay in foe me¬ 
dical check-ups they had for the 
trainees at Lucknow. I could play 
for three hours at a stretch vwle 
players much younger dian me 
clamoured for rest. Nowadays -the 
players coming to attend, coaching 
camps are not half as fit. Most 
coaches have to work on condition¬ 
ing them, thus entailing wastage 
of a lot of precious time which 
could be used other for team tac¬ 
tics. 

I was in peak physical fitness 
and had lost none of my dash and 
speed so necessary for a centre- 
forward. Only two years ag^ I had 
captained India at the 1958 Tokyo 
Asian Games where India and 
Pakistan were locked in a tough 
final which ended goalless. We had 
remained unbeaten but the gold me¬ 
dal was awarded to Pakistan for 
their better goal average. They 
were all along playing for a draw 
to take advantage of the goal ave¬ 
rage rule, which was developed for 
the first and incidentally the only 
time in a major tournament. Our 
Cbef-de-Missiojn in his report to 
the Indian Hockey Federation said 
that the game Pakistanis played 
"was more akin to wrestling than 
field hockey.” They were out hun¬ 
ting the man, not the ball. 

Ashwini Kumar, who had only 
that year taken over as President 
of IHF was amazed that there were 
no international class umpires for 
the 1958 Asiad. He was also sore 
that the organisers never bother 
to inform India that the issue 
would be settled on goal averages 
in the event of a draw. We have 
been hit below the belt, knocked 
out by unsporting manoeuvres of 
the Committee members who had 
"kowtowed” with Pakistan. 

On my several trim abroad, both 
n$ player and official, I have ob¬ 
served diat conqietitions at the 
highest level are a far cry from a 
laynum’s view of sportsmanship, 
the gjorious word “sportsmanshto” 
and that high-sounding phrase "in 
the ^ory « sport” look tall in 
print but they just do not exist. 
Coaches play mean and ask their 
burly defenders to bully tho fer- 
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wards, especisUy dMMe they fear. 
The playm «Ao exchange bou- 
quetf b«ore tiie start eC a game, 
never fii^t shy of maiming their 
counterparu with needless body 
play and threatening postures. 
They even hit you. The hockey 
stick can be a dangerous weapon 
and the ball a veritable missile. 
The officials in the committee 
rooms are forever making and un¬ 
making cliques. It is a vicious 
circle. 

I must say that I was not happy 
vrith the choice of players entrus¬ 
ted to me for the Tokyo Asiad. 
There was complacency in Indian 
hockey circles. The Asiad-boiind 
team was assembled at short notice 
and we had a camp at^Delhi for a 
duration of less than 10 days. And 
during this period we were also 
getting our pre-tour vaccinations 
and injections to complete our visa 
formahties. Instead of inwroving 
our physical fitness, the Delhi camp 
made us sluggish. 

Nevertheless, the Rome defeat 
and the T(^o reversal was not 
viewed in ri^t perspective. No 
one appeared to accept the fact that 
Pakistan had now come of age, 
hockey-wise, and that they would 
remain our greatest rivals — and 
we their’s — in future internatio¬ 
nals. And here I would put ihe 
blame on our administrators who 
lied by constantly referring to our 
players as being “the greatest,” 
the “world champions” and “the 
invincibles” Some of their hollow 
optimism stemmed from an incor¬ 
rigible sense of pride and false 
prestige. They were something of 
a 1S5B-60 version of the modern 
Muhammad Ali Indeed on several 
occasions they would have put Ali 
to shame. 

Not only were Pakistanis catch¬ 
ing up with us but other nations 
too were coming up fast, almost 
breathing down our necks. West 
Germany, Spain, New ISealand, Aus¬ 
tralia and on some ocassions, Po¬ 
land, Argentina and Kenjra were 
beginning to trouble us. Our bwn 
hockey standard was slipping. The 
nation was lulled into believing 
that we were still wiwld beaters 
and that If we lost, it was only due 
to bad umpiring deciaions that 
went against. 

But let me not jump the gun. 
Close on die heels of the 1960 “de¬ 
bacle” — the word was being free¬ 
ly used in the press then —■ came 
another sad piece of news that 
shoidc me bamy. Harbail Sin^ 
died in an air-crash near Moscow. 
He had been my coach since my 
college days at the Khalsa College 
(Amritsar) and had guided our 
national team to the pinnacle of 
glory at Ae Halsinki and Mel¬ 
bourne Games. He had not been 
retained as coach for the Rome 
assignment. He had gone to the 
Italten cwital as one of the um¬ 
pires. Wim him was his Mend B. 
% 


N. Ghosh, stone deaf but a brilliant 
"rule man.” Both were great pab. 
I never heard them talk anyming 
but hockey. It was dieir passion, 
and India’s association with it, 
their weakness.' 

I can claim to know Harbail more 
tban most of my contemporaries 
He was simplicity personified; he 
was sincere to a fault, selfless and 
self-effacing. I can visualize him 
talking to himself in his "conver¬ 
sations” widi "the Almighty.” The 
defeat at Rome must have come as 
a rude shock to him. Left to him¬ 
self he may even have taken “san- 
yas” to forget himself and the 
world around him. Two days after 
the 1960 Olympic final he died 
Perhaps it was a symbolic end: he 
did not wish to live. 

I owe my hockey to Harbail 
Singh, and for a number of days 1 
thouimt only of him. Distance 
makes the neart grow fonder; in 
Harbail’s case the distance now 


ther Sardar Dalip Sinihi himself a 
strict Dev Samaj, was my hostel 
superintendent. 1 had “gr^uated" 
from my school "C" team to “A” 
team and then joined DM College. 
Those days I played as goalkeeper, 
and then as full-back. After passing 
my FA first year my coufttn Dar- 
^an Singh, who stayed with us 
in our house in Moga, formed a 
Friends Club and we played in the 
Municipal Committee Tournament. 
Darshan, two years my senior, was 
a player of sorts. He acted as the 
Club manager-cum-secretary-cum- 
coach-cum-player. He nominated 
me captain and made me pby ceiw 
tre-lorward for the first time in 
competitive hockey. We won the 
tournament dnd to my delict, I 
scored heavily, notching up three 
goals per match on an averaga. 

The bug of hockey had been 
with me for a long time; I bad 
been sold to the game as a kid. As 
full-back things were different. I 


A new challenge 



Balbir in 1940 with Friends 
dub, Moga 


became unending. Memories of by¬ 
gone days when Harbail was my 
boyhood hero kept baping and 
flashing across my mind. 

He bed once refused me admis¬ 
sion to Khalsa College. That was 
in 1941 when 1 had failed in my 
FA final examination at the Daya- 
nand Mathuradas CoU^ in Moga. 
I never wanted to go back to the 
same college because 1 could not 
stomach the idea of sharing the 
class with junior boys. My only 
failure in studies was the result of 
my over engrossment with hockey. 
I was so taken up by the game that 
I could not cope with the pressure 
of books. 

I was a fledgling out of Dev Sa¬ 
maj School (Moga) where my fa- 


would stand in the “back waters” 
of the ground waiting for a chance 
to hit As centre-forward 1 took a 
“goal" perhaps, as my goal. The 
prospect of setwing fired my ima¬ 
gination. It was a new challenge. 

When college reopened after the 
rummer recess that year studies, 
strangely enou{di, did not seem to 
interest me. I was not a vepr bright 
student but neither, certainly, was 
I bad Hockey now interested me 
more than anything else. 1 would 
be our in the sun, slogging away, 
dribbling and running with the bail 
on the hockey field adjoining our 
house. It was a tough grind. 

Around examination time I 
found I was way behind in my stu¬ 
dies. And when the FA final year 
result appeared in 1941 I found 
I had failed, my fust and only fai¬ 
lure in academic life. 

I walked away unnoticed from 
the crowd of friends who were ex¬ 
citedly scanning the result sheet. 
Stealthily I walked into the Dev 
Samaj School building close to our 
house. 1 crept up the staircase, all 
the time careful that no one would 
see me and report me to my father. 
Once on the roof, I crouched under 
the shade of one of the huge sky- 
windows, overlooking our house, 
100 yards away. The school was in 
recess for the summer months so it 
was easy to hide my shame. There 
was no question of anyone think¬ 
ing of looking for me there. 

1 was tetribly afraid of my fa¬ 
ther. He was a disciplinarian. Only 
a few days earlier he had beaten 
me black and blue for abusing a 
sweeper boy. 

(to be continued) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Publuhing House Pvt Ltd., New 
DeUii-110002 
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Cricket notes 


Mankad—two unique feats 


ynu HEN carrying out research on 
” Vinoo Mankad for an Aus¬ 
tralian magazine. I came across 
two unique feats by the Indian 
maestro which were not known to 
me. 

It is widely recognised that Man¬ 
kad achieved the quickest ever 
Test double of 1,000 tuns and lOO 
wickets in only 23 Tests. 

But few of us know that Mankad 
has also completed his Test double 
df 2,000 runs and 150 wickets in 
least number of Tests Only four 
players have completed this double, 
Mankad in only 40 Tests, Keith 
^Iler in 50 Tests, Richie Bcnaud 
in 60 and the great Gary Sobers 
in 63. 

Another unrecognised but out¬ 
standing feat of Mankad i.« his 
scoring 500 runs and taking 50 wic¬ 
kets in the .same calendar year. In 
1952, Vinoo took 53 ssickets (av. 
22.08) and scored 540 runs (av. 
41.0) — a unique performance at 
Test level to my knowledge. 

I got this information from “Hill 
Chatter”, a journal of the Austra¬ 
lian Cricket Society. Incidentally, 
no bowler has taken 100 wickets 
in a calendar year. Au.stralia'$ fast 
bowler Oaham McKenzie has taken 
maximum number, 71 wickets at 
24.46 in 1964. 

Hugh Trumblc of Austialia was 


the first bowler to top 50 wickets 
in a year’s Tests, 53 at 18.40 in 
1902. 

As we all know Vinoo Mankad 
was also engaged in a record first 
wicket partnership with Pankaj 
Roy (41.3 V New Zealand in the 
Madras lest of 1955-56). 

Mankad is the second batsman 
after Wilfred Rhodes of England 
to have batted at all positions from 
No. 1 to No. 11. 

This give.s him five Test recoids. 
Add to this the memorable Man¬ 
kad Test of 1952, his two Test cen¬ 
turies at Melbourne against the 
fury of Lindwall and Miller in 
1947-48, his achieving the elusive 
English ciouble in 1946 and 

you feel proud tr» be an liKbait 

When we compare Bishen Singh 
Bedi with Mankad, we should re¬ 
member; 

• Mankad made his Test debut 
at the rf 29 At that age, Bedi 
had already taken 168 wickets! 

■ Mankad had no Solkar, Venkat 
and Wadekar in the slip, nor Surti 
and Patel in the deep. Also Man¬ 
kad had to open the batting most 
of the time 

Our salute to Vinoo Mankad — 
among the greate.st in the game. 

- K. M MKHER-HOMJI 



Vinoo Mankad 


Sathasivam—Lanka's greatest 


rgsHE cricket playing world will 
no doubt mourn the death of 
62-year-old Mahadeva Sathasivam 
who died on Saturday (July 9) 
following a sudden heart attack. 
Sathasivam was cunsidered Sri 
Lanka’s greniesi batsman of all- 
time 

It was really in India that Satha- 
sivam showed his batting brilliance, 
when he hit a double century for 
Ceylon against an Indian XI .30 
years ago. 1'his incredible perfor¬ 
mance was at Chcpaiik, Madras 
when he lowered Reg Simpson’s 
batting mark which until then was 
the record at the now Chidamba 
ram Stadium, Madras. 

Popularly known as ‘Satha’ from 
his early .schooldays at Wesley Col 
lege, Colombo, the great batsman 
has many records and ’iirsts' to his 
credit, far too numerous to men¬ 
tion. From 1933 onwards no school¬ 
boy bowler showed a fondness 
bowling to Satha He cut, drove, 
pulled and giaiiced with the great¬ 
est of ease. He wa.s the master of 


the late<ut and derived great per 
sonal pleasure in facing fast bowl¬ 
ers whom he despatched to the 
boundary with consummate ease. 

Probably Sathasivam’s finest in- 
iiings against an international side 
was when he scored a brilliant 99 
against John Goddard’s West In¬ 
dians After the match Goddard re¬ 
marked that it was the finest in¬ 
nings seen by him in cricket played 
in West Indies, Australia, India and 
England. Satha’s batting bore a 
stamp of class seldom witnessed in 
these (lays. 

Turning out for the Tamil Union 
at the completion of his schooldays 
at Wesley, Sathasivam piloted the 
club in the inaugural Saravana- 
muttu Trophy tournament clinch¬ 
ing the championship. Until his 
death he was must loyal to the 
Tamil Union where he .served as 
an honorary life member. For his 
.services to cricket, Sathasivam was 
also elected an honorary member 
of the Marylebone Cricket Club 


(M.C.C) — a signal honour be¬ 
stowed to a few 

It was a pity that the Board of 
Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka 
did not call upon his services in 
the propagation and promotion of 
the game Late in his life he show¬ 
ed an interest and never missed a 
repi esentative match, but he was 
too straight a sportsman to go back 
scratching for positions and there¬ 
fore he remained a non-entity in 
Sri Lanka cricket. 

Much of Sathasivam’s first-class 
cricket wa.s played in India having 
turned up for the Rest XI in the 
Bombay Pentangular in the forties. 
Playing a charity match in Calcutta 
where he just missed a century, he 
returned to Ceylon by train to be 
ill time to lead Tamil Union in the 
fin^l against the Sinhalese SC. Sa¬ 
thasivam is probably the only cric¬ 
keter to captain two countries —* 
Ceylon against Lindsay Hassett’s 
Australians and Malaysia in the 
inier-port championships against 
Hongkong. 

— CHRISTIE SENEVIRATNE 
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Figures are fun _ 

Bagging a pair 


n CONEY MARSH had the mis- 
fortune to be dismissed for *a 
ir* in the Nottingham Test, July 
and August 1,1977, wliich makes 
him the 33rd Australian player to 
suffer this ignominy. 

The four players who have failed 
to score in either innings of a Test 
on three separate occasions are 
Bishen Singh Bedi of India, Derek 
Underwood and R. Peel of England 
and Bob Blair of New Zealand. 

The 11 players, who have bagged 
‘a pair’ twice are B. S. Chandra¬ 
sekhar of India, Dennis Amiss and 
Alec Bedser of England, Ken Mac- 
kay, Graham McKenzie and John 
Gleeson of Australia, C. A. Roach 
and Alf Valentine ct West Indies, 
L. J. Tancred, Q. McMillan and R. 
J. Crisp of South Africa. 

The list of 129 ciher batsmen 
who have scored a ‘duck’ in both 
innings of a Test includes 26 Eng¬ 
lishmen (notably Alan Knott, Percy 
Holmes, Trevor Bailey, Mike 
Smith), 30 Australians (graced by 
such famous names as Victor Trum- 


per, Neil Harvey, Richie Benaud, 
Keith Stackpole), 20 South Afri¬ 
cans, IS West Indians (including 
such batting ‘greats’ as Frank Wor¬ 
rell, Alviq Kallicharran, Everton 
Weekes, Gordon Greenidge), 17 
New Zealanders, 6 Pakistanis, and 
12 Indians — Vijay Hazare, G. S. 
Rantchand, Pankaj Roy, "Nana" 
Joshi, C. V. Gadkari, N. S. Tam- 
hane, R. Surendranath, Ramakant 
Desai, Dilip Sardesai, M. L. Jai- 
simha, E. A. S. Prasanna, and Fa- 
rokh Engineer. 

Yet all this pales into insignifi¬ 
cance beside the fantastic story of 
a batsman scoring a "king pair’’ 
(dismis.sal first ball in each in¬ 
nings of a match) within the space 
of just IS minutes! 

In 1946, P. F. Judge, batting at 
No. 11 for Glamorgan against the 
touring Indian team at Cardiff, was 
bowled first ball by Chandu Sar- 
wate. When the county followed 
on, the same batsman this time 
went out as an opener in the second 
innings — and was bowled again 
first ball by tiie same bowler 1 



Follow *«m 
with BBM 



Rad Marsh 


Luthra*s feat 


A MIDST the hullabaloo of lest 
** cricket last season the bowling 
feat of Suresh Luthra for Delhi 
against the Services in the north 
zone league of the Ranji trophy 
championship did not attract as 
much attention as it should have. 

Luthra took nine wickets in the 
Services’ second innings, which led 
the way for a Delhi victory. He re- 
turned the figures of 25-4-70-9. In¬ 
cidentally, Luthra finished with 29 
wickets for the season at 19.82 runs 
per wicket. 

Ihere are ten others who had re¬ 
corded the feat of nine wickets in 
an innings in the champian.ship: 
R. R. Wadkar of Bombay was the 
first to register it in 1937 against 
Western India by claiming nine 
for 38 runs. He was followed by 
C. T. Sarwate (Holkar), Ghulam 
Ahmed (Hyderabad), K. S. Kan- 
nan (Madras) — these two per 
form^ the feat in the same match 
between Hyderabad and Madras in 
1947 — V. B. Ranjane (Services), 
Gyneshwar (Delhi), V. V. Kumar 
(Madras), B. S. Chandrasekhar 
(Karnataka), Hyder Ali (Railways) 
and Amarject Singh (Kerala). 

Luthra stands along with Wad¬ 
kar, Ranjane, Gynesfawar, Hyder 
Ali and Amarjeet Singh in having 
dismissed the nine batsmen in suc¬ 
cession, widi Rakesh Shukla bring¬ 


ing the Services inning.s to a close 
with the dismis.sal of R. Rajan. 

Luthra is a left-arm bowler, who 
can seam as ivel! as cut the ball, 
and has been one of the leading 
wicket takers in the Nm-tfa Zone 


fur the past four years. He claimed 
over 25 wickets in the three years 
from 1972 to 1974 and crossed the 
200th mark last season. He has so 
far taken 211 wickets. 

— P. N. SUNDARESAN 
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Leeds flashback—- 

Viva Sir Donald 

by B. B. MAMA 


T U^T as one associates the 
V Queen’s Park Oval at Fort of 
Spain in Trinidad with Sunil Ga¬ 
vaskar, m a similar vein one is 
inclined to couple the historic 
Yorkshire ground of Headingley, 
Leeds, with some of Don Bradman’s 
most notable eimloits. On each of 
his four tours of England, the Don 
left his mark of greatness on it. 

On July 11,1930, Bradman scored 
a daszling century before lunch on 
die hrst day, reaching his 100, off 
145 balls, in only 99 minutes. Aus¬ 
tralia piled up 458 runs for the 
loss of three wickets in the course 
of this opening day of the 1930 
drawn Leeds Test, and Bradman 
scored 309 of them—105 in the pre¬ 
lunch session, 115 between lunch 
and tea, and 89 in the last session. 
When he was out for 334 the next 
day, he had recorded what remains 
to this day the highest score ever 
made by an Australian in England, 
as also the highest individual in¬ 
nings by a batsman of any country 
in a Test at Leeds. The Don hit 4f 
fours in a stay of only 383 minu¬ 
tes, and 506 runs were added whilst 
he was at the crease. 

In 1934, Bradman again slam¬ 
med a triple hundred at Leads — 
304 with two sixes and 43 fours 
out of 511 in 430 minutes On the 
second day of the match, with the 
ma]e.stic Don in irresistible mood, 
Australia actually added 455 runs 
for the loss of one wicket in a full 
day’s play The Australian total of 
584 is the highest, not only in the 
16 Anglo-Australian Tests at Hea¬ 
dingley — three won by England, 
five by Australia, With 8 drawn— 
but also in the 39 Tests at Leeds 
by all countries. The Don’s mas¬ 
sive 388-run stand with Bill Pons- 
tord (181) is still the highest fo^ 
Australia in all Test Cricket for 
the fourth wicket. This Test too 
was diawn 

In 1938, Bradman played at 
Leeds a gem of an innings of 103 
in just under three hours in ap¬ 
palling light, with rain threatening. 
In conditions bordering on what 
R S Whitmgton described as “the 
ghastly, almost ghostly, g)oom”, 
the Don cut, drove, deflected and 
swept his way to a remarkable cen¬ 
tury, while his team desperately 
tried to provide him with partnersl 
Australia eventual^ won one of 
the most thrilling Tests ever play¬ 
ed, ha which only one Englishman 
Wally Hammond topped fifty, and 
opart from Bradman’s fantastic 


century, only Ben Barnett got to 
57. 

The 1948 Leeds Test is, of course, 
the famous Australian victory 
achieved by scoring 404 for three in 
344 minutes in the fourth innings 
on the final day on a horror pitch 
described by Ray Robinson — with 
hit. penchant for the vivid meta¬ 
phor — as "nearly as dusty as a 
back-lane in Libya.” Bradman scor¬ 
ed 173 not out in a second-wicket 
stand of 301 with Arthur Morris 
(182) who mstched him stroke for 
stroke in a breathtaking race 
against time. 

The first-ever Test at Headingley 
in 1899 (drawn) witnessed a stun¬ 
ning hat-trick by England’s Jack 
Hearne to dismiss three of Aus- 
traha’s most formidable batsmen 
of the day Monty Noble, Syd Gre¬ 
gory and Clem Hill — all for 
‘ducks’l 

The next Ashes Test at Leeds 
'n 1905 (also drawn) saw the Eng- 



Piery PMd Tmemin . . , . 
acetebed the Auenlcn in 1981 
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Iknd captain F. S. Ja>4cson hit 144 
not out, nhlcb •urprisingly remains 
the best score by an ISngiand bats¬ 
man on dlls pround against Aus¬ 
tralia. 


The first of Australia’s five wins 
at Leeds came In 1909, thanks to 
Charles Macartney’s bowling which 
fetched him a match aggregate of 
. 11 for 85 — the highest for Austra¬ 
lia in any Test at Leeds. Bound’s 
sfwofid innings total of 87 is the 
lowest ever at Headingley against 
Australia- 

After an Aussie win at Leeds in 
1921, Macartney again was the 
hero of the drawn 192fi Leeds Test 
almost 17 years later '— incredibly 
bridging the generation gap!—diis 
time as an extraordinary batsman, 
scoring a cmitury before lunch on 
the first thiy. and showing an un¬ 
canny ability to make a mess of 
field-placing! 


With die 1953 Headingley Test , 
drawn, England’s first-ever Win at 
Leeds did not come till 1956—^the 
year of Jim Laker — with Kelt 
Harvey playing a quite magnificent 
innings of 69, a masterpiece of con¬ 
centration and superb foot-work, 
the Lock-Laker combination taking 
18 wickets in the match — 11 to 
Laker, seven to Lock- 

Thc next English win at Heading- 
ley in 1961 was a personal tri- ' 
umph for Fred Trueman, whose 11 
for 88 in the match represents the 
best by an England bowler against 
Australia on this ground. In Austra¬ 
lia’s second innings, “Fiery Fred’’ 
took six wickets for five runs in 
47 balls and reduced Australia 
from 98 for two to 120 all out-^ 
Australia’s lowest total at Leeds. 

After another drawn Test at 
Leeds in 1968, England’s third win 
at Headingley came in 1972, with 
Derek Underwood the executioner 



Sir Donald Bradman (left) and Arthur Morris created 
hletory in 1948. For Sir Don, Leeda was a happy- 
hunting ground 



Deadly Derek Underwood 
. . . hero of the 1972 Test 


on a suspect pitch. He bowled his 
31 overs in the first innings suc¬ 
cessively without a break, and fini¬ 
shed with match figures of 10 fm* 
82. 

Apart iron' 19.38 and 1948, the 
most memorable Aussie win at 
Headingley was in 1964. As at Man¬ 
chester in 1961, so at Leeds in 
1964, Australia climbed from the 
precipice cf defeat to the pinnacle 
of victory. Facing an England total 
of 268, Australia were reeling at 
187 for seven, with off-spinner 
Fred Titmus Ixiwling with supreme 
skill and tantalising guile. Peter 
Burge was then on 38, as uncom¬ 
fortable against Titmus as the other 
Aussies who had succumbed to him. 
At this stage, Ted Dexter inexpli¬ 
cably made the fatal decisions to 
take the second new ball, and Aus¬ 
tralia broke free, from the tentacles 
of Titmus. The last three Aus¬ 
tralian wickets added another 211, 
Burge 160. The rest is history. 


Heard this one? 

Yorkshiremen are known for 
their devotion to cricket. In fact, 
one day, an avid Yorkshire fan was 
asked, ‘If your wife and Geoff 
Boycott were in a house that was 
falling over a cliff, which would 
you save?' 

‘Are you kidding?’ was the reply. 
*My wife’s a lousy bat.' 
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Soccer talk-in 


SB 


RevIe gives England 

from S. Kaisare in-Abu Dhabi 


D DN revie, England’s football 
manager, hounded in England 
by critics, found a dream haven in 
the United Arab Emirates last 
month (July) where he signed a 
four-year contract that might have 
made his detractors go green with 
envy. 

The contract, signed in Abu 
Dhabi, the capital of the UAE, is 
worth £340,000 sterling (about 
Rs. 50,60,000), or over a lakh of 
rupees a month — all tax free — 
and a luxurious villa to boot. 

Revie will be stationed in Dubai, 
a big commercial port about IZO 
kilometres from Abu Dhabi, and 
will begin his assignment in Sep¬ 
tember. He will be the soccer su¬ 
premo of the seven emirates that 
comprise the UAE — Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Sharjah, Fuieirah, Ras al 
Khaimah, Umm a) Quwain and 
Ajman. 

Reviled by critics at home for 
En^and’s poor showing since he 
tocK over from Sir Alf Ramsey 
three seasons ago, Revie quietly 
quit his lob at a moment when 
England, threatened with elimina¬ 
tion from next year’s World Cup 
finals in Argentina, needed him 
most. 

Hr first broke the news to a 
journalist before sending in his 
resignation and promptly flew to 
Dubai the night England left on a 
tour ot Brazil. The English Football 
Association, indignant at the way 
he had washed his hands of Eng¬ 
land, are reported to be seeking 
legal redress. They say that Re¬ 
vie is in breach of a five-year con¬ 
tract. 

Under Revie’s managership, Eng¬ 
land played 31 matches, won 15, 
drew 10 and lost six, a record 
which Revie admitted wasn't very 
good tor a national side, although 
an excellent one tor a club team. 

The main criticism levelled at 
Revie is that he made too many 
changes in the England team, far 
too trequently, for the players to 
bind themselves into a combina¬ 
tion. 

In three season.*, Revie used al¬ 
most 60 players and made six 
changes for the match against 
Italy, a key tie in the elimination 
series which England lost He be¬ 
trayed panic, his critics claim, in 
repeatedly changing tactics over 
wingers and man-for-man marking 
and in fielding two centre-backs 

22 


against Holland, «dio play without 
a centre-forward. That apart, he 
rarely put in an appearance at the 
FA’S coaching conferences. 

Before leaving for the Emirates, 
Revie told the English press that 
the pressure of criticism was get¬ 
ting to be too much for him and 
his family but apparently made 
no defence of the accusations level¬ 
led at him. 

In Dubai, Revie blamed the Eng¬ 
lish qystem for England’s failures 
There are too many matches during 
an English season, he complained, 
there are too many different sys¬ 
tems of play among clubs and the 
heavy schedule of the domestic sea¬ 
son did nor permit him with time 
enough to build the England team. 

Three days was about the most 
he got before an international, he 
cqmplained, and that was just not 
enough for the job. 

The heavy schedule—an average 
English club plays 55 to 60 matches 
in a season — takes its toll in 
terms of the players’ stamina and 
leaves no time fur developing ball 
skills. He compared the English 
scene to those in West Germany 
and Holland where there are 15 
or 16 teams instead of the 21 in 
England. 

Revie will go back to England 
and return to the Emirates in 
September when his contract be¬ 
gins. He has already spared some 
time to watch young.sters at play 
in Dubai and said he was tremen¬ 
dously impressed with their ball 
skills. 

He had no immediate plans for 
UAE soccer but on return in Sep¬ 
tember he would have a look 
around fot three months before get¬ 
ting down to draw a plan that 
would involve players under 14, 
under 17 and under 20, besides the 
seniors. 

The national team would be his 
prime concern (UAE ruirently 
rank fourth or fifth in the Gulf). 
Once he has set a plan of coaching 
for them he would go about plan¬ 
ning for the juniors, he said. 

He would like all teams in the 
UAE to pla^ to one system. It 
would help in the building up of 
the national team, he said, and 
cited the instances of West Ger¬ 
many and Holland where, he said, 
there was no great difference 
among the systems adopted by the 
club sides. 


the slip 



Don Revle 
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Points boost for goal scoring 


VER since association football 
became professional the game’s 
administrators often have been con¬ 
fronted with its decline in p<^- 
lari^ at the gates and they have 
devised many ways to regain the 
hold on the masses. Thus was the 
off-side law amtmded when New¬ 
castle United’s Irish international 
Billy McCracken and his emulators 
reduced the flow of goals to a 
trickle. McCracken exploited the 
law as it dien existed — an attac¬ 
ker had to have at least three 
defenders between himself and the 
opponents’ goal It was almost a 
quarter of a century before the law 
was changed to the present form 
in 1925. 

The tacticians have sou/^t to ^ 
the better of the restrictive, crip¬ 
pling hold that defences have on 
the attackers by using and perfect¬ 
ing what at first had been unor¬ 
thodox formations and ploys But 
invariably these new ideas have 
been countered to bring the game 
back to square one 

As professional football and the 
tiq> level in the East European 
countries have been affected most 


of these developments, there have 
been attempts to attract the paying 
spectators mrough external factors. 
The normal method of allotting 
points for league matches have 
been changed in some countries in 
a bid to get teams to play more 
“positive” footbeU in the league. 
Thus, in some countries, a goalless 
draw fetched the teams no point 
or less than did a draw where 
goals were shared. Of course, a vic¬ 
tory brought even more points. 

Now, from the United States 
comes the information that the 
system of awarding poinU is tuned 
to artificially enhancing the draw¬ 
ing power like that of other pro¬ 
fessional sports. In the North Ame¬ 
rican Soccer League, a win begets 
six points with a bonus of a point 
for every goal scored with a maxi¬ 
mum of three on this account. Ob¬ 
viously the idea, as in that of 
draws in which goals had been 
shared, is to encourage goal sco¬ 
ring as that is what the great ma¬ 
jority of the fans come to see. 

But in the NASL there is no 
diaw When two teams are tied at 
the end of the normal playing 


time, the match is extended to tuvo 
suddra death periods of seven and 
a half minutes each Again if these 
two sudden death periods also 
prove inconclusive, they have what 
is termed as a “Shootout” to de¬ 
cide die winner. 

In the “Shootout”, all the idayers 
from both teams take turns at sco¬ 
ring The player starts from die 
line drawn 35 yards from die goal- 
line across the width of the field 
and is faced only by the opposing 
goalkeeper, who, however, is not 
required to stay rooted on the goal- 
line as in the kicks from the penalty 
spot in tie-breaker es used in other 
parts of the world. The attacker 
has five seconds in which to score. 
The team that wins this “Shootout” 
has one goal added to its tally at 
the end of the sudden deeth pe¬ 
riods. 

It is learnt that even this device 
is being exploited in a negative 
way. Weaker teams hold out in nor¬ 
mal time and the sudden death pe¬ 
riods in the fervent h(»e that they 
could prevail in the “Shootout”! 

— SW Correspondent 



Month of disgrace 


shortly after die walk-out by Revie. 
"This is now the moment for re¬ 
storing dignity^ decency and 
loyalty.” 


gjI^HAT was left of the English 

” soccer close season effective¬ 
ly disappeared this summer. They 
weren't actually playing—well not 
much--but the game itself, it 
strikes me, is often incidental to 
the rest of the hullabaloo 

I will remember the month of 
July 1977 for a long time. It started 
srith a shock and became progres¬ 
sively more shocking 

On the afternoon of Friday. July 
1, as I sat watching Virginia Wade 
beat Betty Stove at Wimbledon, 
Chelsea announced, in a short 
statement, that manager Eddie 
McCreadie had resigned. 

That was just an appetiser. Four 
days later Tommy Docherty, who 
had confessed his love for the phy¬ 
siotherapist’s wife, was sacked ^ 
Manchester United. 

Then the world of soccer simply 
went mad. Fulham's Tommy Trin- 
der, Guy Libby and three other 
directors resigned. On Monday, 
July 11 Don Revie walked out on 
Ea^and. A day later he was in Abu 
Dhabi negotiating a £340,000 con¬ 
tract with hit new Arab masters. 

Within a couple of days Dave 
Sexton, the QPR managier, was 
signing on the dotted line for Man¬ 
chester United .. . there was fresh 
pressure on Fulham to r^ay debts 
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. . 10 players were threatening to 

walk out at Newcastle . . omin¬ 

ous noises about bribery ... a pla¬ 
yers’ strike. 

The latest episode in this short 
summer series of minoc earthqua¬ 
kes involves Arsenal, a club of 
unrivalled tradition and reputation 
The controversy surrounds Mal¬ 
colm Macdonald and Alan Hudson 
—and their drtnldttg habits in Aus¬ 
tralia—and has done little to up¬ 
hold Arsenal’s image. 

If there has been one big loser 
during the month of July it has 
been the game itself. If soccer 
needs to restore anything during 
the coming season it is a little dig¬ 
nity and self-respect. 


These are the qualities that have 
earned the studious Ken Shellito— 
22 years at Stamford Bridge->’the 
Chelsea manager’s job 
essence of management is to treat 
people as you’d like to be treated 
yourself,” he said. 

Wise words. A few of die key 
personalities during the nupith of 
July would do well to adopt a 
similar philosophy. 

The game itself, I diink, would 
do well to look bimk and savour 
those long peaceful summers of a 
few years ago. A shorter season 
with clearly defined start and hnisb 
dates would reawaken soccer appe¬ 
tite. 


Manchester United appointed the 
quiet, intellectual Sexton because, 
as chairman Louis Edwards put it 
“He stands for what we stand for." 
Sexton is a dignified man and 
United hope he will inject a little 
refinement and calm into the club 
following the stormy reign of 
Docherty. 

Similarly, the Football Associa¬ 
tion are placing the emphasis on 
honour, integri^ and loyalty in 
their search fm a successor to 
Revie. “Recent events have been 

S uite disgraceful,” remarked FA 
bairman Sir Harcdd Thompson 

fi. 


As it is, 1 think the shock hor¬ 
rors of July have left the English 
ffootbaU world heaving with indi- 
Mstion. And what you will not 
Enow is that the most sensational 
football story of this or any other 
month has not appealed because 
the full details have not yet got 
past the legal experts. If and when 
they do. it will make your heir 
curl! 


When you come to think of it, 
soccer must be a great game to 
survive the people m it. < 

o 




— MICHAEL HART 
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US campaign 
to beat Reds 



John Walker (right) beatft Belgium’s Van Damme at 
the Montreal Games 


Walker—a fast life 


O NE glimpse of John Walker 
kicking into his «t r i d e is 
enough for you to understand why 
he is the fastest man in the world 
over a mile. 

The big, bronred limbs fuse into 
the instant power which two years 
ago in Gothenburg, Sweden, lopped 
a bewildering 10 seconds off Roger 
Bannister's historic sub four-mmute 
mile. 

But how does be stay at the top, 
whisking down the jet lanes in pur¬ 
suit of his dream of being the un¬ 
touchable roller? 

He tells you’ *T hght like hell 
not to get bored, to go off my head 
staring at the inside wails of hotel 
room. 1 keep busy” 

In fact it is a startling routine 
which in 24 hours can carry him 
through embassies, airports, discos 
and running tracks. 

Walker .subjects himself to a 
frenzied life quite deliberately. 

“The biggest danger facing die 
top athlete is that he gets too sin¬ 
gle-minded. If that happens you are 
in danger of going over the top, 
and then everything can go. 

“Your mental approach will 
crack. You will be looking inside 


yourself for things that have dis 
appeared. 

“So if you want to dance you 
dance You keep your mind occu¬ 
pied The running thing, if you are 
serious, will take enouj^ out of you 
anyway If you let it, it will take 
the lot” 

Walker’s Olympic campaign last 
summer was a masterpiece of cool 
planning. 

When the whole world of sport 
seemed to be exploding about his 
ears, Walker moved stealthily to¬ 
wards Olympic gold easing his way 
along the home straight in front 
of Ivo Van Damme of Belgium and 
the German, Paul Wellman. 

This year lacks such a clearly 
defined goal, but there if the fact 
that soothuig political noises have 
cleared away barriers to a diet with 
world 1,500 metres holder Filbert 
Bayi 

Says Walker: “I would like to 
race Bayi and I would like to have 
his record. But I’ve spent two years 
chasing him Now I feel he has to 
come to me - somewhere in Eu¬ 
rope or New Zealand. I’ll be ready.” 

— JAMES LAWTON 


T he United States is launching 
a 10 million dollar Olympic 
drive to keep in front of the Com¬ 
munist cohorts of East Germany, 
Cuba and the Soviet Union. Uncle 
Sam, it seems, is at last shedding 
his 19th-century garb of top hat and 
tails. 

The United States Olympic Com- 
mittee is now doing all it can to 
ensure that their sportsmen and 
women will have the right backing 
to do well in the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics. 

Following a million dollar Presi¬ 
dential investigation last year into 
amateur sport in the States, a 6l5 
page report on what was needed is 
being acted upon. 

A permanent, staffed, hi|^ alti¬ 
tude Olympic training camp has 
been set up at Squaw Valley, Cali¬ 
fornia Two more are being pre¬ 
pared at Colorado Springs and 
Lake Placid, New York. 

Irving Dardik, a cardiovascular 
surgeon from New Jersey, it head¬ 
ing a sports medicine team which 
will help competitors and look into 
such mutky areas of modern sport 
as anabolic steroids and “blood 
doping ’ Gideon Ariel, a talented 
photogtapher is using high speed 
caniira work to show athletes analy¬ 
sis t f then technique 

The U S O C. now has a budget 
of 10 million dollais fur the 19^ 
Games compared with just over 
iwo million dollars for Montreal. 

American coaches svould natural¬ 
ly like to study East German me¬ 
thods But that country is too far 
away and too secretive. So instead 
there are hopes of growing sports 
contact with Castro’s Cuba. 

Neil Amdur of the New York 
Times says* 

"There’s a real drive forward 
by the U S.O.C. We know we can’t 
slavishly copy East Germany be¬ 
cause we just don’t have that kind 
of society and Americans are very 
conscious about freedom of choice. 
But we are doing a lot through 
typical American enterprise.” 

But I am not at all sure that the 
longterm American Olympic plan 
will survive the fierce individua¬ 
lity of some of its cituens. 

But wouldn’t it be fun if Ameri¬ 
can get-up-and-go should prove not 
to have had its last hurrah in the 
Olympic stadium^ Those all-con¬ 
quering Eastern Europeans can be 
deadly dull sometimes. 

— NEIL ALLEN 
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round •• up 

NORTH 



Deepak Bharfiva 

ALLAHABAD; 
RATIONAL gub-juniors runner- 
up. Deepak Bhargava, confir¬ 
med his superiority over his tradi¬ 
tional rival Pintoo Capoor, defeat¬ 
ing him in the final of the Regio¬ 
nal Sports Department Tennis 
Tournament play^ at the Mayo 
Hall Sports Complex here. 

Deepak took time to settle down. 
He lost die first set at 3-6 but fight¬ 
ing back, regained his form and 
won the second and third sets 6-0 
and BS to clinch the issue. 

Deepak showed more control 
over the ball. He kept Capoor on 
move throughout widi his well- 
directed shots, lliis resulted in loss 
of stamina of Capoor, vtho has still 
to shed his bulk. Althou^ Capoor’s 
forehand functioned well but this 
could not unnerve Deepak who ex¬ 
celled in lobs and drops. Deepak 
is the eldest son of Mr. Naresh 
Bhargava a former Allahabad Uni¬ 
versity champion. 

Anshuman Khare bagged the sub- 
Juniors title defeating Anjan Agra- 
wal 6-1, 6-3 in the one-sided final. 

— SANTOSH SINGH 


nHARGAVAS, with a tally of ILSI 
^ V.P., lifted, the Accounts Club 
duplicate bridge trophy for the 
second time in three monthly tour¬ 
naments organised with a view to 
provide match practice to the play¬ 
ers before die ensuing Nationals. 

The champions were Vepresented 
tw C. K. Bhar^a, Kumar Deb, 
Vijaya Agrawa^ A. K. Gupta and 
Ram^ mukla. 

Allahabad Bridte Institute con¬ 
sisting of Dr. R. f. Burke, Interna- 
tiettal D. N. Snvestava Dewan 
Nigam and Sushil Agrawal became 
runners-up scoring 106 victory 
points. 

— S. S. 


Rajasthan 

JAIPUR: 

G AJENDRA SINGH won the 
men’s singles title, defeating 
Narjir the holder, in the Rajas¬ 
than Open Squash Chanmionships, 
held here at the Ashok Club. 

The final was an exciting affair. 
Gajendra avenged his defeat 
in the last year’s final. Gajendra 
produced tome good shots which 
were matched by the lanky Narjit. 
Gajendra finally romped home 4-9, 

9-4, 9-6, 6-9, 9-2. 

In the semi-finals, Gajendra got 


squash 

the better of Ashok Diggi, while 
Narjit beat Yogendra Jain. 

Top-seeded Vijay Khetrapal lost 
to his Delhi teammate Sanjeev 
Kassal in the junior evOnt Yogen- 
dra Singh Alwar, the No. 2 seed, 
arrived late and was scratched. The 
final was won by Ravindra Singh 
of Bombay trfio beat Sanjeev 
Kassal. 

National champion Anil Nayar 
was the chief guest and played ex¬ 
hibition matches. 

-■ PRAKASH BHANDARI 


Mini bs^sketball 

ALLAHABAD; 
OTAGING a fine rally. Asad 
^ Sporting Club annexed the 
Fixed Five Mini Basketball Trophy 
upsetting fancied Five Stars in die 
final played at Mayo Hall Sports 
Complex here before a big crowd 
1^ 15 points to 14. 

As the scores indicate there was 
keen contest and the match provi¬ 
ded thrills galore. It was for the 
first time that a tournament for 
boys below 13 years was (H-ganised. 
Some of the b^s showed good po¬ 
tentialities. Mention must be made 
in this respect of Noor Ahmad 
Mohammad Aslam, Alyosh Agra¬ 
wal, Bairam Kalley Goldie and 
Dereck. 


SEVEN BOYS CORNER GLORY 

I 7 IGHT teams participated in the 
Ramlai Memorial Seven-a-Side 
Football Tournament in which 
Seven Bc^'s won defeating Azad 
Kind Club 54). Kanhai Lai three 
and Arvind Kumar two vrere the 
goal-getters for die winners. 

C tar-studded Uttar Pradesh 
Police lived upto their reputa¬ 
tion disposing of IV Bn. P.A.C., 
Dhoomsiiganj in the final of the 
D. S. Rathore Memorial Volleyball 
Tournament played at the flood-lit 
court of SuMiash Club, the organi¬ 
sers of the meet. The scores were 
15-6, 15-10, 15-12 in the winners’ 
favour. 



HinAchal Prialcah GAvemer, A. A. Khui udth Nadbnnl 
cbamnion Bharat Bhaghan and ‘Mr. Hfanachid’, turendra 
Kumar at the R. P- bodybuilAlif Mutest in Simla 



Cridset 
Club won dm 13th 
Shuiri Memoir 
Cricket tooma- 
ment beMiiiC Cu- 
jarat C. C hi 
Indore. Winnen* 
captain Ram Art* 
reaving the tro> 
toby from A. W. 
Kaamaddiir, .Jt. 
etc. of dteCkkkot 
Coohrol 


yiiay 
ao W 
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SOUTH 


The abandoned 
final 

B ut for bad organisation the 
Fifth Col. G. V. Raja Memori¬ 
al Football Tournament would have 
concluded on a happier note. The 
finhl between Tamil Nadu XI and 
Leaders Club, Jullundur was aban¬ 
doned when only two minutes 
were left for play, as Leaders 
Club, trailing by one goal refused 
to play as rain started. 

A replay was fixed without con¬ 
sulting the captain of Tamil Nadu 
XI. Ine spectators who always 
felt that somehow the final would 
be played twice, were not ready 
to accept the announcement On 
the day of the replay there was a 
time-bomb threat and the final 
was abandonded. 

All this becausf the organisers 
wanted to collect some more 
money, not satisfied with the big 
turnout during most other 
matches. It is noteworthy in this 
context that it wan due to many 
complaints of corruption that the 
KFA allowed only three tourna¬ 
ments this year in Kerala. 

There were not many good 
teams in the tournament. Rut the 
few good matches the organisers 
succeeded in staging twice. Chie 
such was the Tamil Nadu against 
Ernakulam District match, in 
which the spectators invaded the 
field when it seemed that the re¬ 
feree was prolonging the match to 
enable Tamil Nadu, to score the 
equaliser. The organisers couldn't 
afford to lose a team like Tamil 
Nadu. The match was replayed 
amidst protests, and Tamil Nadu 
won. 

Apart from the abandoned final, 
there were only three or four good 
matches. The quarter-final between 
Leaders and Premier Tyres readh- 
ed tremendous heights. Premier 
Tyres exhibited fine understanding 
and but for some bad luck it would 
have defeated Leaders in the tie¬ 
breaker. Premier scorpd first. Lea¬ 
ders equalised and then increased 
die lead before Premier Tyres, 
known for its ability to fight back, 
equalised in the dying nunutes of 
the game. 

BSF Jullundur, playing for their 
fifth trophy this season, couliin’t 
get past Temil Nadu in the semi¬ 
finals. Tamil Nadu’s Negro forward 
David William’s power-packed re¬ 
verse kick sealed the fate M BSF. 
The crowd always waited for die 
boll to reach William’s feet to see 



The Hyderabad Union Club team snappesl before thefar 
tour of the Far East 


Hyderabad Union*s tour 


rpHE Hyderabad Union Cricket 
* Club embarked on their first- 
ever tour abroad when they visited 
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and 
Sri ’Lanka, recently. 

The members of the team were 
drawn from oil parts of the coun¬ 
try with a view that promising 
cricketers be mven the opirartunity 
to enhance their experience and 
broaden their outlook in life. 

The touring party consisted of 
Ramesh Horde, Suresh Dhumke, 
Raju Mehta, Pradeep Ingale (Ma¬ 
harashtra); . Ameet Shroff (Guj¬ 
arat); Karun Dube (Delhi); Dee- 
pak Chopra (Punjabh P- M. K. 
Raghunath (Kerala), Chetan Ku¬ 
mar, L. Srinivas, L. Venkatesh, 
Muneem Siddiqui, Ravinder Pra¬ 
sad, M. A. Majeed, M. M. Rehman 
Khan, A. Arit, Sarwet Mehmood, 
M. Masood, R. Gowd (Hyderabad). 
R. D. Kalyaniwala was the manager 
and Muneem Siddiqui was the 
skipper of the side. 

A total of 17 nsatchOs were play¬ 
ed of which the tourists won ele¬ 
ven, lost four and drew two. 


Fitting the weather elements 
Hyderabad Union won their match 
against Rt^l Bangkdc Sports Club. 
In Malaysia, the team won six of 
the nine matches, lost one and 
drew 2. 

In Singapore the matches were 
played against the Air Force teams 
cf New Zealand find Australia, 
which the tourists lost. Against the 
Australian Services the match was 
played over two days. 

In Sri Lanka, the Union Club 
played five matches of which one 
was lost and other ended in vic¬ 
tory for the tourists. 

On the tour, only one century 
was recorded by Karun Dube. He 
was the outstanding batsman tin 
the tour, closely followed by Dee- 
pak Chopra, Ramesh Borde, Arif 
and Shroff. 

The bowling honours were 
shared by Deepok Chopra, Dhumke, 
P. Ra^unath and Ingale. 

Shroff excelled behind the 
stumps. His wicketkeeping was ap¬ 
preciated by all. 


his power-packed first-timers. One 
such shot in the abandoned finals 
almost brought down the goal-post. 

Titanium, the holders, were de¬ 
feated in fbe second round itself 
by Western Railway, Bombay, by 
two goals to one. CRP Neemuch 
showed much promise as they en¬ 
tered the semi-finals, defeating 
MRC, Wellington in a cliff-hanger, 
only to be defeated by Leaders 
Club. 


— BINOO K. JOHN 



Madurai chess 

T he battle-scarred veteran and 
former Madurai District cham¬ 
pion M. A. Vinaragamurthy claim¬ 
ed the T. S. Krishna Memorial tro¬ 
phy with seven points in the in¬ 
augural open chess tournament 
conducted by die TVS Club in Ma¬ 
durai, which concluded on July 27. 

Thou0i the second-placed Rama- 
nathan too logged seven points, 
Vinayagamnrthy by virtue of his 
superior SB count (33 against 32 j) 
won the firjit place. F. T. Dewada- 
son was third with 6f points. 

M. A. Vlnayagamurthy re¬ 
ceiving the Krishna Cup 
from N. MandiraimiHhy, 
presidenit, AladiirM DMrict 
Chess Association 
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THE ART OF 


Run-outs 

*^HE query is often raised as to 
whether a fieldsman should 
aim at the stumps or at the wicket¬ 
keeper when going for a run-out. 

For ail practical purposes this 
question is confined to throws from 
somewhere reasonably close at 
band. 

A man on the boundary, for in¬ 
stance, should be quite satisfied if 
he can put the ball in*o the wicket¬ 
keeper’s bands in close proximity 
to the stumps. 

When it comes to the cover fields¬ 
man (or his equivalent), in a sud¬ 
den dash, 1 favour throwing at the 
top of the stumps to try to hit 
them. Many a run-out has been 
lost just because the wicketkeeper 
has had to take the ball. That 
minute traction cf a second has 
been lost, enabling the runner to 
make good his ground 

If the throw is made at the top 
of the stumps and it is wide on 
either side, it is still at the ideal 
height for the wicketkeeper. Those 
who advocate throwing at his chest 
overlook the difficulty involved in 
taking a ball and then having to 
make a downward movement to 
reach the stumps. 

So I repeat — throw at the top 
of the stumps when the run-out 
chance occurs. 

Fielding should be a joy and its 
Value is incalculable. The score 
sheets and the record books have 
no way of assessing the runs saved 
by a brilliant cover specialist but, 
to these who understand and love 
their cricket, the man who shines 
in the field will always start with 
a big lead over the sluggard. 

My own experience of wicket¬ 
keeping in first-cla.s$ cricket was 
very limited because I only took 
over the gloves when our regular 
keeper was injured. 

In the ccuntry, as a youth, I al¬ 
ways had rather a liking for it but 
there were two reasons why I had 
no chance of getting .such a posi¬ 
tion in the team. 

First, my uncle was a very fine 
stumper and there was no thought 


CRICKET- 

of displacing him. Secondly, I was 
the team’s leg-break bowler. 

When I graduated into first-class 
cricket I was regarded as a bats¬ 
man, and again the teams for which 
I played had their regular keepers. 

So whatever my personal feelings 
in the matter, the chance never 
came my way but the inclination 
remained in my blood. 

The main reason I interested my¬ 
self mentally in this branch of cric¬ 
ket was because of my enthusiasm. 
I wanted to be in the game every 
moment i could and that of course 


is exactly what happens to the wic¬ 
ketkeeper. His job is tremendously 
important and exacting. There is 
no iclaxation because every bail 
that his team sends down repre¬ 
sents for him a job of concentre 
tion. He never knows which one 
may spell defeat or victory as a 
result of his vigilance (or lack of 
it). 

Great fieldsmen naturally play 
an important role in any team A 
Gregory or Hammond in the slips, 
a Jack Hobbs in the covers or a 
Constantine anywhere can do much 
to uplift the fielding, but nothing 
has such an electrical effcit upon 
the fielding morale as a wicket¬ 
keeper who brings off seemingly 
impossible stumpings and dives to 
hold phenomenal catches. 

The very nature of the game 
means that these opportunities 
come his way so much more often 
than they do to other fielders. 

It has been my good fortune to 
sec many of the world’s finest ex¬ 
ponents of the art. 

Very early in my career I toured 
Canada and U.S.A. with a band of 
players whose wicketkeeper was 
lovable H S (Sammy) Carter — 
long since deceased. He was then 
an old man in the cricket sense but 
still wonderfully fast and skilful. 
Many long talks we had far into 
the night, and I revelled in hearing 
stories about his experience.s in 


Test cricket going back to the days 
before 1 was born. 

Before piaving in a Test match 
myself 1 only saw two days inter¬ 
national cricket, and in that mutch 
(the fifth Test at Sydney in 1921) 
Carter kept wicket for Australia. 
The first ball Jack Gregory sent 
down went dirough to him and was 
taken right in the cup of his 
gloves, producing that gorgeous 
soft dull sound which denotes per¬ 
fect timing. I still remember that 
sound as though it happened yes¬ 
terday and can recall commenting 
on it to my father at the time. 


It was at once a lesson. There is 
pertcct timing in the catching of a 
cricket bail just the same as there 
is in batting. Just as you get the 
• wcet sound fi om a perfectly struck 
I over drive, so you do from the 
gloves. 

Hew many thousands of times 
since 1921 have I beard the same 
sound, and when trying to judge 
the class of a young ’keeper, it is 
one of the first things 1 look (or 
listen) for. 

From my firsi Sheffield Shield 
irdlrh with Bert Oldfield, to the 
1912 tour with Carter and on to 
1918, 1 was privileged to play with 
oi against a line of wicketkeepers 
who have pr< bablv been unsur¬ 
passed in history; Duckworth. 
Ames. Tallon, Langley, l-'vans and 
others. 

r.dch had very special virtues 
and It is not my wish here to offer 
comparisons, except to refer to in¬ 
dividual characteristics 

It is notable that the two out¬ 
standing qualities of great ’keepers 
are timing and footwm-k. 

Godfrey Evans displayed more 
agility than anyone I can remem¬ 
ber and he al.so possessed astonish¬ 
ing energy. In fact, his whole effer¬ 
vescent personality, his infectious 
humour and obvious enjoyment of 
the task, must have beeii a great 
inspiration to many England teams. 

This enthusiasm is something 
every ’keeper could try to emulate, 
for, as I said earlier, no other 
fieldsman has anything like the 
same opportunities of inspiring his 
colleagues. 

IV* at special requirements does 
this job call for? Very high on the 
list I would place courage. Few 
men have stood behind the stumps 
during a long career without suf¬ 
fering severe physical injury. 

Publishers: Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 
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PROflCErf-^ 

who pUty galf In Indiit 
^ sad psftfeularly thoss who 
wwe aci^isted wift Calcutta will 
be delii^ted to hew* that a caddie 
from the Ro 3 ral Cakutta Golf Chib 
has won die 'Arjuna Award* in die 
latest national honours list for 
sportsmen. The Award was intro¬ 
duced some '20 years ago. The lea¬ 
ding an^ateurs who won it in pre¬ 
vious years are Raj Kumar num¬ 
ber (1957), Major P. G. Sethi 
(1961), Ashok Maiilc (19«3), wo¬ 
men's champion, Anjani t>esai 
(1972) and Vikramjit Singh (1973). 

This year dm award has been 
given to 2$-year-old caddie Jam- 
shed of the RCGC. Jamsbed’s fa¬ 
ther, Subhan, also worked as a 
caddie at the Royal. The third in a 
family of seven brothers, Jamsfaed 
was born in the family hut just 
outside the boundary wall and near 
the 2nd Tee Subhan died when 
Jamshed was still in his early teens 
and even rudioienlary edocation 
berafne out of »H»i for the 

buys; they had to go out to earn a 
living. From .fore-caddie through 
tank marker, Jamdied steadily gra¬ 
duated to becoming a caddie and, 
as soon as he began to wield a 
crooked stick from one of the trees 
of tbe Royal, it was evident that he 
had ccnsiderable natural talent. 

Soon after be started playing 
serious golf, Jamshed rose to be¬ 
come the leading caddie in India 
and, since 1970, has won the Leslie 




Jamshed-- 
the ‘Arjuna* 
caddie 

Sawhny Memorial prise for the 
best caddie four or five times. 

The Indian Open Golf Chanmioa- 
ship, whkh became a part of the 
Asian GoM Circuit in 1970, gave 
our caddies an opportunity to be 
pitted against die best amateurs in 
India as also against foreign pro¬ 
fessionals. Jamshed has proved be¬ 
yond doubt that he it the best goi¬ 
ter in India, by turning in the 
lowest aggregste score amongst all 
India participants in at least four 
of the past six opens. In addition, 
he has siinilarly led in the many 
regiooal open events which have 
been started in the past few years, 
thanks to tbe support of India 
Tobacco, Dunlops, Delhi Cloth 
Mills, India Carbon and like busi¬ 
ness concerns. 

The Arjuna Award carries no 
monetary gaiiu but Jaroshed’s con¬ 
sistently excellent performance has 
enabled |iim to win approximately 
Rs. 10,000 - a year in prise money 
in the various opens. 

Golfing talent obviously runs in 
tbe family. Two qf his younger bro¬ 
thers, Noni and Basad Ali, are only 
a shade less consistent. 

— RAJ BIR CHOPRA 





* 


Spotlight 


HERE are very few sportsmen 
who do well in two games. 
Sunil Jacob, who took to sports at 
a vary early age under the watch¬ 
ful eye,s of his father, has donned 
tite State colours in athletics and 
badcetbal). 

Sunil first started with athletics. 
At the school Icvri itself be show¬ 
ed much promise as a high junqiw. 
At the age of 16, he got seiecM 
to the State athletic team for boys 
below 18. But at the Cuttack Na¬ 
tionals, he had to be satisfied with 
the fourth place. This was greet 
achievement indeed for a boy vdio 
was slightly handicapped—-a slight 
deformation of the ankle. 

When,he joined die U. C. College, 
Alwaye, he started playing basket¬ 
ball also. B^ore long he shone in 
this field too. He was selected to 
the State junior team for the 
Madras Nationals. He played well 
to help Kerala reach die quarter- 
ftEUlId' - 

Then onwards it was basketball 
alone. A year later he was sdect- 
ed to the Kerala University- team—• 
a recognition he well deserved. He 
played for die university for direc 


Sunil Jacob 
— State ’ 
colours 


in two games 



consecutive years. After the South 
Zohe Inter-Varsity basketbMl tour¬ 
nament at Madras, he found hto- 
self in tbe South Zone Universities 
team. He attended the three-week 
coaching camp at Mysore. Though 
there was no Indian Universities 
team as such, those at the camp 
were given tbe Indian Universities 
vests. Sunil also played a promi¬ 
nent part in helping the U. C. Col¬ 
lege win the university tide for 
two years in succession. 

Now his eyes are set on the State 
senior team. A hard worker as he 
is it will be his for the taking. 
Strong and hefty SunU is a psycho¬ 
logy ^aduate. At present he is 
playing for the Ernakulam YJV1.C.A. 

Sunil’s forte is tbe jump-shot 
which he executes with a clean 
flawing movement of die body. He 
has complete mastery on the board 
—a result of regular shooting prac¬ 
tice. His strong build helps him 
mi^e light die slight defect on his 
left leg. His motto — work harder, 
and harder. It is to this, that he 
owes his meteoric rise. 

— BINOO K. JOHN 
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by ARBIES 


A BDUL JABBAR of Nagpur r«* 
tatned hit Maharashtra State 
Chanpionship title in dus year’s 
tournament at Auranubad, a 9- 
rottnd Swiss among fO players 

Jabbar made a tally of 7i points 
conceding three draws and She¬ 
khar Chandra Sahu of Union Bank 
of India, Avinash Awate. Abhay 
Thipsay, Hemant Deshmukh, and 
Sajandas ^oshi, all from Bombay, 
with 7 points each, ranked 2nd to 
6th on tie-breaktng medium court. 

Luck favoured Jabbar in his dif- 
6k;ult encounters with Sahu, Awate 
and Deshmukh, Here is his game 
oidk Deshmukh* 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
(closed system) 

White: H N Deshmukh 
Black: A Jabbar 

1. PK4, IH3B4 2. NQB3, NQB3 3. 
FKN3. PKN3 4 BN2. BN2 5. KNK2 

(a) Pb3 6. 00. BQ2 (b) 7 PQ3, RBI 
». 8IC3, NQ5 9. PB4, PQN4 10. <5Q2. 
NxNch? (c) 11. QxN. PN5 12. NQl, 




First prisoi 

Rs. 100 

Second prizes 

Rs. 50 

Third piize: 

Rs. 25 


If more than one cor¬ 
rect entry is received, 
the prizes will be 
shared by lot among 
die winners. Otherwise, 
the entries which are 
nearer the spot will get 
the second and third 
prizes. The Editor’s de¬ 
cision in this respect 
Will be final and, no 
correspondence will be 
entartaioed. 


17. PQR3, <3^ la. PB4? (e) PxPap 
19 NxP, RNl 20. ORNl. <»B3ch 21. 
KNl, PR5) 22. BxA:h (f) NxB 23. 
PB6, BxP 24 RxB. PxP 25. NK4, 
PxPeh 26 KRl, NBl 27. QRKBl 
(g) RN2 28 QB3, RR2 29. QBS, 
RN2 30. RR6. NK2 31. Rl^, 
NNl 32 QB6, Ria 33. RB3, QR5 
34 RBI, RxN? (h) 35. PxR, QxPeh 
36. QBS, PQ4 37. Pi^ 38. 
KxP? (i) RN4 39. ]^7. PB4 40. 
RxP, NK2 41. RB7, RR4ch 42. KNl. 
RN4ch 43. 1CR2, RR4ch 44. KN3. 
RN4ch 45 KB4 (J) RNSch 46. KK5, 
PK6 47. RxN, KA 48. XxP and the 
Rook ending was drawn. 

(a) Another line is 5. PQ3, PQ3 
6 PB4, PK3 7. NB3. 

(b) Black’s two recognised con- 
dnuations here are 6. . . PK4 7. 
PQ3 (or 7. NQ5) KNK2 and 6. . . 
RNl 7 PQ3, PQN4. Jabbar adopts 
the second system in an unconven¬ 
tional way 

(c) It is high time to prepare 
for castling by 10 PK4 (or . 
PK3) foUowed by . . . NK2. 

(d) Now it is too late for 12 . .. 
PK3 because of 13 PBS. So Black 
has to resort desperate remedies. 

(e) Simpler was 18. BxPeh at 
once 

(f) Not, of course, 22. BxRP?, 
BQSch. 

(g) Deshmukh suggests here 27. 
RxPefal which looks smashing, but 


ilwr 27,. 1 ft 

(if 2*... ion 

matiBg attack 
NB6ch). 29. Q) 
QQ4 die poaitti 


it. XQ2 31k Qxit. 
la unclear. 


(h) Black could have prebaUjr 
held the position without ala ridky 
exchange sacrifice. Apart from 34 
.... (^3, repeating moves, he 
could wy 34. .. . QQ2 (35. HiSgn, 
QN5I) 

(i) In time of trouble Dedmuifch 
missed the winning 38.1U14 nettiBg 
ae Black KP. 

(J) On 45 KB2, PBS Black’s «o» 
nected Pawns would be dangeroua: 
on 45. KR4, RN7 is good enou|di 
for a draw. 

END GAME 


White: Kd7: N’s-bl, d3; P’s<2, C2. 

Black: KdS; X’s-g2. hi; P’ogfi, M, 

2 . 

White to play and draw. 


NAME — 
ADDRESS 


Enter SPORTSWEEK^s 

Spot-the-Ball 
Contest... 2 

HOW TO ENTER 

The ball is missing in tha 
pictura alongsida. Just mark 
a cross (x) where you think 
the ball IS. Fill in the coupon 
and mail your entry to: 
SPORTSWEEK’s Spot - die- 
Ball (Uintest ... 2, SPORTS- 
WEEK, 156 D. I Dadajoa 
Rood, Bombay-400034 

There it no entry fee. You 
may send as many entries as 
vou like, but each must be 
acconmanied by a coupon. 
'COUPON:————————I Only nnnCross (x) shouldM 

marked on die picture. 

- CLOSING DATE: 6di Sop- 

tembw, 1977. 

Results will be publbhod 

. . .. . . . .. in the issue of SKMIID 

WEEK dated ISth September. 
-SEX- 1977. 
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HlSCELLANY 


IOC’s role 

INDIAN OIL CORPORATION in 
usoclation with the Federation 
of Motor' 8port$ Club$ of India, 
will be conducting the Indian sec- 
tion of the l.ondon-Sydne 3 r Car 
Rally. 

The rally will run from London 
to Sydney and cover three con¬ 
tinents, 30,000 kilometres, 30 check¬ 
points in 30 days and will be ton- 
gest Motor Raily in history. 

A record number of 120 competi¬ 
tors are scheduled to start on Au¬ 
gust J4, *77 from London. As per 
present, plans, the cars will cross 
into India from Pakistan border at 
Attari Road on August-24, 77 at 
0800 hours. Thereafter driving 
through Amritsar, Jullundur, Am- 
bala and Karnal the cars will reach 
Delhi on the same day at 1530 
hours and, after a halt of 3 hours, 
will proceed to Bombay reaching 
there on 25th at 2030 hours. 


At Bombay, an overnight halt 
has been provided for the competi¬ 
tors, after which they will leave 
for Madras on the morning 
at 1030 hours. The cars would 
reach Madras on the 27th at 1000 
hours. The Indian section of the 
Rally will cover a distance of 3000 
KM. 

Three teams from India are ta¬ 
king part in this biggest ever in¬ 
ternational Car Rally. They are: 
Bomsi Wadia and his team, Yesh- 
want Powle and his team and Ra- 
thin Guha and his team. 

Selected petrol pumps of Indian- 
oii have been earmarked on the 
Rally route to servers passage con¬ 
trols and fuelling points. High 
octane motor spirit is being spe¬ 
cially made available to the com¬ 
petitors on the Rally route. In 
addition, various other facilities as 
may be necessary to the competi¬ 
tors are also being made available 
from the selected petrol stations 
on the Rally route. 


Patiala camp 

W HILE Hie number of the pro* 
babies for the World Cup hoc¬ 
key tournament, at the first coach- 
ins camp in progress at the Na* 
tional Institute of Sports, PatiMa, 
swelled to 50 with the arrival ot 
Allan Schofield and Copal Bhu- 
gra (both Services) three of Hie 
top players, Aslam Shcr Khan. 
A^ok Kumar (both In^n Air¬ 
lines) and Syed Ali were yet to re¬ 
port, according to the coach of the 
Indian team, R. S. Gentle. 

Gentle received a t^gram .from 
Aslam Sher, from Bhopal, that he 
was indisposed and hence not avai¬ 
lable for the first camp. 

— AVINASH SINGH 

Unpunished 

f LIE NASTASE has still not been 
^ punished for his misbehaviour 
in Wimbledon's Centenary tennis 
championships — and any action 
against the 31-year-old Romanian 
could be a long way off. 

Although Nastaso was reported 
by the Wimbledon referee to the 
Championship Committee for two 
incidents of bad behaviour, the 
committee have not yet considered 
the case and may not do so for 
.several weeks. 

In retro.spect, Wimbled^ may 
not wish to set as severely as they 
might have dene at the exact time 
of the incidents — one involving 
a Centre Court match against tho 
eventual winner Bjorn Borg and the 
other a court two ■ match against 
Andrew Pattison. 

When Nasta.se stormed out of 
Wimbledon after losing to Borg,,iet: 
a match in which he was warned 
for bad language, he said he wbutg 
never play at Wimbledon agaiit— 
but no-one seriously expects Urn 
to bold to that decision. 

— BARRY NEWCOMBE 

Zaheer’s record 

rSTAHEER ABBAS set a world 
" record, by hitting an undefea¬ 
ted century after an unbeaten dou¬ 
ble century in one match, for the 
third time, as he helped Gloucester 
beat Sussex by ei^t wickets at 
Cheltenham in die English county 
championships last week. 

2Uiheer hammered 108 not out as 
Gloucester scored 219 for two and 
strengthened their championship 
challenge with a haul of 19 points. 

Zaheer, who had made 205 not 
out in the first innings was reput¬ 
ing a feat he achieved twice last 
summer. 


T WO Indians will be the mem¬ 
bers of the England national 
side that is expected to take part 
in the Nehru Hockey and other 
leading tournaments in India in 
November. They are .Sutinder Singh 
Kbehar and Bal Saini. 

They recently toured Jullundur 
with the Angels Club of England 
and played two matches there, win¬ 
ning one and losing the other. 

Both were born -and brought up 
in Nairobi. The trouble in that 
country forced them to go to Lon¬ 
don. 

Yet another Indian was in the 
Angels side. Raj RSwal, also a 
Kenyan Indian, was studying in 
London when Sutinder and Bal 
joined him. Rawal is a former Eng¬ 
land international. 


The Angels Club, who mix plea¬ 
sure with hockey, are now on a 
world tour. Their Indian trip wa.s 
sponsored by Chartered Bank. S. S. 
Bhuliar, a leading sport.s goods ex¬ 
porter, played host to them at Jul- 
iundur. 

The Angels beat Punjab Police 
2-1 in their first match but lost to 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Club 0-3 in the 
other. Their women’s team, how- 
. ever, lost both their matches by the 
identical margin of 2-0, first to a 
Jullundur squad and then to Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Club. 

the Angels is the brainchild of 
Jim Pollock, an atomic scientist. 
They not only undertake tours to 
other countries but also sponsor 
visits to their country by other 
clubs. 

— SW Correspondent 





ThiTtfarM hockey players of Indian origin in the Angwls Club of England. 
From left: ^j Rawal, Sutinder Sinlh and Bal Saim. 


SPORTSWEEK, Av$vat 14.1977 


31 



Table tennis 


A new system;, which was dis¬ 
covered late and which led to 
a big turmoil, gave Kabad Jayant 
a new lease of life in the Western 
India Regional Table Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships. 

At the start of the penultimate 
day's play it was widely believed 
that the winner of the Jayant- 
Chandrasekhar clash, the last 
round in the group "B” league, 
would meet the group “A" winner 
for the title. 

A little before the start of the 
day's play, however, it was realised 
that there was a change in the new 
system under which Ute winner of 
group “A** would meet the runner- 
up of group "B" and the runner-up 
of group “A” would play the group 
"B" winnm' in the semi-finals. 


Jayant whips the rules 



reverse at the hands of Chandra- enough to get the measure of his 
sekhar in the final. rivals. 


Thus, though beaten in four 
games by Chandrasekhar, Jayant 
still stayed in the race. He made 
the most of .it bpr first surprising 
the group "A" winner and the na¬ 
tional champion, Manjit -Dua, in 
five games and then avenging bis 


Jayant thus staged a resounding 
comeback. He played solidly if not 
very spectacularly. His superiority 
in the key matches was not very 
marked but through a combination 
of ball control, strokeplay and 
sound tactics he produced just 



Kabed Jayant . . . men's riagles winner 


Throughout one could discern a 
cold anger in his eyes, an anger 
obviously directed at an official 
dom that has heaped so much in¬ 
dignity on him and which has 
seemingly not subsided even after 
he has shown them the stuff he is 
made of. The anger, in turn, seem¬ 
ed to endow him with a grim deter¬ 
mination to battle against odd and 
infuse him with freui vigour when¬ 
ever all energy appear^ to have 
been drained out of him. Clearly, 
Jayant has appreciated the need 
to keep winning if he is to hold 
the officials at bay. 

Till he met Jayant, it was Man¬ 
jit Dua who looked outstanding. 
Though his weakness on the back¬ 
hand could be discerned now and 
then, he generally played with a lot 
of authority. He covered gimund 
with alacrity and his fordtand 
brooked no reply. 

Dua overwhelmed Suhas Kul- 
karni, Narendra Kaushik and C. R. 
Ramesh Babu in the group league 
without so much as conceding a 
game but he seemed to be under 
pressure while playing Jayant. 
Thus he was not only unable to 
reproduce his best but also prone 
to errors. 

Jayant, who was also not at his 
best in this match, generally held 
Dua in check by directing his ser¬ 
vice, return of serve and most of 
his. attack towards Dua's backhand 
corner. Even after he led by two 
games to one, Dua was unable to 
break free. He lost largdy because 
he muffed some simple returns in 
the final game. Thoufdi it went the 
full distance, the metch seldom 
lived up to expectations hot Jayant 
had the consolation of avoiging 
his reverse in the National finaL 

It was in the Vfettern India last 
year that Chantfa-aaelcbar made a 
name for himself. He went on. to be¬ 
come the India nunber four ud 
gain a place in the national team. 
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Hb thus attrsctBd a lot of atten¬ 
tion but oaca again had to be con¬ 
tent widi the rttnn«:-hp berth. 

Chan^hTudchar hasn’t won a title 
to far this year. Beaten by Arun 
Kumar in the Airlines finaL he lost 
to Sudhir Fhadke in the Zakir Hus¬ 
sain memorial tournament at Delhi 
imd Ao Subas Kulkarni in the Dec- 
can Gbmilchana competition at 
Pune. Itt must be wondering what 
is' wrong with him. 

Aetually, the one defeat in the 
dnal cost him the Western India 
title. And it came as a bit of a sur¬ 
prise for he had proved to be the 
faster and fitter player when he 
overcome Jayant in the second 
stage league. In the final, however, 
Jayant was able to cope with his 
opponent’s pace much better des¬ 
pite being outhit in the opening 
game. 

Chandrasekhar is now learning 
to hit on the backhand and with 
some success but the Improvement, 
if any. in his play is marginal 
Though positively spectacular at 



Vyoma Shah 


times, he is not very effective when 
forced to bit from the extreme 
forehand corner and in the pro¬ 
cess leaves a gap on the backhand 
side. 

No one exposed this weakness 
better than Dilip Raj Saxena in 
his opening match in the second 
stage league. Saxena, who had 
made the grade with a shock 21-18, 
21-18 success over R. Shekhar, was 
devastating in the first two games 
but Chandra fought for ail his 
worth and just squeezed through 
at 22-20 in the fifth and final game. 
The Saxena-Chandra clash prc^ded 
&e best fare of the tournament 
and, though he lost and could 
fini^ no ni^er than seventh, Sa¬ 
xena created a fine impression. He 
is sure to be a force to reckon with 
again. 

Ramesh Babu may be another of 
whom a Ibt may be expected this 
season. He knocked out Atul 
Parikh, 22-20, ISJIl, 21-17, in the 
eil^di round and thereafter beat 
JdJP.’s Narendra Kaushik, had 
locked N. V. Ashidc, Saxena 
and Arun Kumar. He went down 


• 

to Suhas Xulkarai after being wdl 
placed at one stage. Hie trouble is 
Babu has always shown the hiidiest 
potmitiel but seldom Uved up to 
his promise. Basically, his problem 
would appear to be a lack of appli¬ 
cation. 

The Western India had abundant 
quantity and some quality. With 
five ranked pleyers competing in 
the men’s and women's singles, Ja¬ 
yant and Sbailaja Salokhe have 
gained 56 points each. Shailaja was 
supreme among the wommi and 
ended up with a triple crown, win¬ 
ning the women’s doubles with 
Kawmira Patel and the mixed with 
Saxena. 

In the absence of Indu Puri, Miss 
Salokhe had no competition worth 
the name and the upset of the 
event was provided by Assam jun¬ 
ior Monalisa Barua who eliminated 
Ratan Mafaajan, the India number 
ei^t. Miss Barua. however, could 
finish only seventh, one slot above 
Kalavathi Seetharam who was run¬ 
ning a tempm'ature and conceded 



Gautam Haearika 


walk-overs after losing her first 
two league matches. Unless her ill¬ 
ness is accepted as a valid reason, 
she may not get any point for her 
labours. 

The well-trained Assam juniors 
once again made an impression but 
Gautam Hazarika alone emerged 
with a title defeating Parthiv Vyas 
in a well-contested sub-juniors’ 
final. The biggest set-back for them 
was the defeat of Monalisa Barua 
by Vyoma Shah in the girls’ singles 
final. Miss Biarua had won their 
league clash in four games but in 
the final Miss Shah attacked with 
refreshing freedom and swept 
through in straight games. It was 
a stand-out performance. Among 
the boys, nationai champion Man- 
meet Singh reiterated his superio¬ 
rity but he was challenged all the 
way by S. Sriram in the final which 
ended at 21-19 in the fifth. 

And now to the confusion caused 
by the last-minute discovery of a 
change in the system. Xhou^ they 
•were put to a severe strain as they 
had just a fortnight’s notice to 
organise the tournament^ the 



Manmeet Sin^ 


Maharashtra State Table Tennis 
Association cannot advance it as a 
valid excuse for not thorou|fi>ly go¬ 
ing through the rules. Nor cowd 
the players feign ignorance. The 
ranking rules may not have been 
circulated to them but a copy of 
it has been published in the ’’Cen¬ 
tre Table”, which is now almost 
the official organ of the players* 
association. 

Still, there can be no gainsaying 
the fact that all the confusion 
could have been avoided had the 
Table Tennis Federation of India 
publicised the rules and drawn the 
organisers’ pointed attention to the 
changes. But then the federation 
always like to keep everything a 
closely-guarded secret. 

The players had a valid point 
when they said they were being 
asked to play a key match, the 
semi-final, without adequate notice. 
They naturally resented It but, for¬ 
tunately for ail concerned, they 
realised they had no choice but to, 
carry on. 

— TOP-SPINNl^ 
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BRIEFLY . . 


• • • • 


A NAT RATANPAL of Thailand, 
Asia’s speed king raced to vie 
tory in the 200 metre of the Malay 
Sian Open Athletics Championship, 
at the City Stadium, Penang, Malay 
sia Anat who clocked 214 sec 
onds thus completed a double hav¬ 
ing won the 100 metres in 10 S secs 

T he Soviet Union, Bulgaria and 
the German Democratic Repub 
lie won the first three places in 
the team classifications in the 
seventh championship of the Inter 
national Rallwaymen’s G r e e k o 
Roman Wrestling Tournament in 
Ukraine 

S OUTH AFRICAN Clive Rice rea 
ched 1,000 runs for the season 
and struck 51 not out for Notting¬ 
hamshire against Leicestershire at 
Leicester. 

A NEW Asian tennis circuit for 
" young players will be intro 
duced next year with prize money 
totalling 80,000 U S dollars, Ken 
Cattor. president of the Hong Kong 
Tennis Association announced in 
Hong Kong. 

^ANAOIAN swimmer Graham 
^ Smith set a new world record 
for the men’s 200 metres when he 
clocked 2 mins 05 31 secs at the 
Olympic Pool in the Canadian 
Championship in Montreal 


A SIA’s greatest half-miler Sriram 
Singh was declai ed Rajasthan's 
best sportsman of the year for 
“Rashti adoot Puraskar” This 
award had been instituted by 
Rajasthan’s leading daily “Rashtra 
doot ” 

G uillermo vilas of Aigen 

tma has taken the lead in the 
International Grand Prix tennis 
standings following his victoiy in 
the Louisville Tournament Vilas 
has now 1241 points in the stand¬ 
ings and holds a nairow lead over 
Brian Gottfried who had 1180 
points 

T HF. Raiasthan Handball Asso 
nation has planned to start 
about 50 coaching centres in 15 
districts to boost the game in the 
state 

E ngland’s cricketers will play 
three Tests and thiee one da> 
internationals in Pakistan duiing 
then winter tout, which starts on 
November 24 They then leave for 
New Zealand to play anothei three 
Tests and return in February 1978 

M ike Procter, who steered 

Gloucesteishiie to victory in 
the “Benson and Hedges” cup htiai, 
has won the £1,000 “Ciicketer of 
the Month" award 


T he secretary of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in IntEa. 
Ghulam Ahmed ruled out prospects 
of reaiunmg Indo-Pakutan Teat scr¬ 
ies till the end of 1980 in view of the 
“tight programme finalised by the 
Board" India will play host to 
West Indies in 1978-79, Austra* 
lia in 1979-80 and England in 1!^ 
81 India will tour England after 
the second world cup in 1979 and 
play four Tests and go to West 
indies in 1980 

T HF. West Indies Cricket Board 
of Control (WICBC) will stick 
to the International Cricket Con¬ 
ference (ICC) decision to ban play¬ 
ers who take part in the Kerry 
Packet supet Test set its in Aus¬ 
tralia 

T he 18th game of the World 
Chess Championship semi-fiaal 
match in Evian (France) between 
Polugavesky and Korchnoi had 
ended in a diaw Korchnoi has won 
the matih with 8 5 to 4 5 points 

H olders cci wiii defend 

their title in the Motilal San 
ghi Inter Club Squash touinament 
which will be held at the CCI, 
Bombav Gymkhana and Otters 
Club couits fiom Septembei 3 to 
9, 1977 


I knew I could trust GDfCCMXN 

for fast raUef of her nanghtY oongh 



OnSOIIIN has stopped noRcoaghs 
than any ether co a^ remedY la India. 
That fa why il fa Mu. 1 


It works fast on all cough-affected 
areas—gives qiucker, surer relief 

• Soothes uTitahon m throat 

• Loosens mucus congestion, 

reheving coughs 

that accompany colds 

• Brings undisturbed sleep 
—relaxes chest muscles, 
eases breathing 

VliateTer the ceogh- 
yoB c«a depead 
•B pleisut-taitiBf 

Glyeodia foi 
eoaiplete eoagh cealnl! 



Glycodin—India's champion cough fighter—from Aleinbic, house of trusted medicines. 

_______ Pvurest/Sia/ACW 
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¥ N recentljncoiacluded Bast«rn 
'* Railway Recreation Club Tour¬ 
nament at Calcutta, the Bhowani- 

K ore Card Chtb Team was defeated 
y Friends Club, Howrah, in what 
my correspondent Jayanta Chou- 
dbry describes as a pulsating finish. 
He writes:— 

“The finals started on a hot and 
humid evening and after an impres¬ 
sive performance, the Bhowanipore 
card club team was ahead by n 

I.M.Ps. over 20 boards.But 

the next day, the 13th of July, 
proved truly unlucky for the Bho¬ 
wanipore card club team." 

Two hands s^ng the scales 
awnst Bhowanipore our Summer 
National Champions; 

The first was a slam bid by Bho¬ 
wanipore on these Cards:— 

K Q X X 

J X X 
K 10 

K 10 X X 


J 

A Q 9 7 X 

K X 

A Q X X X 

The final contract of “6 hearts” 
was more than a litde optimistic, 
needing as ir does in addition to 
the heart finesse, location of the 
10 of hearts. In practice, declarer 
played for a doubletnn trump King 
with East whereas East actually 
held a tripletun King and the ten 
was douhleton with West South’s 
play can hardly be faulted — he is 
up to a blind guess and whilst bid 
ding, I don't think any system can 
locate that vital “10”. Even so, one 
wonders why Bhowanipore who 
vrere comfortably placed in the 
match chose to hazard a slam which 
they could well have found out was 
at best on a finesse. 

The second hand which went 
against them was their failure to 
bid a vulnerable game with 20 
points oppo.site 5. My correspon¬ 
dent does not indicate the bidding 
sequence, but niy guess is that the 
“standard system” was responsible. 
Most “strong club” systems manage 
to land these thin games comfort¬ 
ably. 

If the finals of the Calcutta tour¬ 
nament was packed with excite¬ 
ment as inde^ it must have been, 
the last rounds of Bombay’s senior 
league were hair-raising. 

Ruia’s completed all their mut¬ 
ches ahead oi the other two tedms 
in contention and finished with a 
seme of 185 V.Ps. out of a possible 
280 in fourteen rounds — not a 
very impressive tally. 

Khanolkar and Tibrewala were 
153 and 151. respectively, with two 
matches to go. Despite dieir me¬ 
diocre score, Ruia’s seemed fawur- 
ably placed at this stage since raeir- 
rivals were to clash in die crucial 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 


thirteenth round and each of them 
had yet another match to go. 

Against Kbanolkar’s team, Tibre- 
wala’s, the one-time terror, was a 
depleted force bereft of both its 
captain and Anand Mehta — even 
so the errors which ensured could 
hardly be put down to lack of 
partnership understanding. Except 
for Farsy Dastur, who played stea¬ 
dily, true to form, the ether Tibre¬ 
wala players were outclassed in 
every department of the game. 

Mansur Tyebjee. the star player 
of Khanolkar’s team, was quite 
magnificent recejving very able 
support from his -new partner Ra- 
ie.sh Dalai, who though just out of 
t.is teens, co operati-,1 splendidly 
wiib the m.'iesiro. 

On one deal Man.sur and Kaje.sb 
defeated a vulnerable ‘3 NT con 
tract’ by six tricks after a ■brilJiani 
opening lead by Rajesh, which was 
inspired by Mansur’s interference 
bidding. 

Tavkar, on Rajesh’s right, opened 
a Precision "1 club" against which 
Rajesh overcalled "I spade” on 
A 0 10 X X X, 10 X X, X X. X X. Das¬ 
tur bid ‘2 D’ and Mansur with J x, 
AKSx, XXX, xxxx piped in 
with 2 hearts, after which Tavkar 
found himself in 3 NT. 

Rajesh led his heart “10”. Dum¬ 
my came down with QJx of heau'ts 
and a diamond suit. The spade 
King was with declarer, of course. 
When the, smoke cleared the de¬ 
fence had taken the first ten tricks 
— six spades and four hearts. 

In the other aoom Khanolkar on 
Tavkar’s cards opened a 15-17 pts.' 
“1 NT" and reached without inter¬ 
ference the same 3 NT contract, 
which was easily made after the 
prosaic spade npening lead. 

Khanolkar’s won the match by 
19 V.Ps. to 1, knocking Tibrewala 
out of the race. Khanolkar’s hopes 
were high at this stage — they had 
only to contend with an out-of-form 
Curmally needing 14 V. Points to 
win. 

Curmally’s certainly made a 
match of it. Time stood still to 
witness the most exciting match in 
many ^ars whilst the Ruia players 
held their breath and looked on 
helplessly whilst their fate was 
vicariously decided. 

For Curmally’.s, Lena Mayadas 
and Abde Barodawaila were daring 
and unorthodox. Abde made a 
take-out double of Mansur’s “1 
spade” with AJ x x x of clubs and 
nothing else. The final contract of 
3 NT was doubled by his partner 
Lena with K x x of clubs and sub¬ 


stantial othm* values. It was re¬ 
doubled end defected by two tricks, 
whereas the other room went two 
down undoubled in die same con¬ 
tract without interference bidding. 
5ome nf their dare-devilry came a 
cropper too, but that’s all in the 
game. 

Curmally’s other leg Nari Kham- 
batta 8c Stan Verma played on an 
even keel. I don’t think Stan put a 
foot wrong throughout the match. 
Watch out for this new-comer who 
has been busy with his rubber 
bridge all these years. . . . 

At half-time Khanoikar’s were 1 
match point ahead and went on to 
win the match by 13 V.Ps. to 7. 
The- nett result was an exactly even 
tie between Ruia’s and Khanolkar’s 
broken by the quotient method in 
favour of Ruia’s. 

Ruia’s have won the trofihy, 
though 1 think for master-points 
and seeding purposes the two 
teams will be considered joint- 
V. Inners. The moral victory, how- 
i.- Khariolkar’s. fn the tom- 
bined result of the two matches 
they played against th^ other teams 
they remained unbeaten and are 
the only team to have had an edge 
over Ruia’s. Bravo Khanolkar! 

My thanks to readers for their 
letters and contributions and my 
apologies for hot being able to 
acknowledge all individually... it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to 
do so Though it is always a plea¬ 
sure to hear from my readers. 


How much 
do you know ? 


by ROSEY MISTRY 

1. During service can a tennis 
player change the positiem of 
his feet? 

2. In golf, can you replace the 
ball without penalty if you 
accidentally knock it off the tee 
peg? 

3. If within a group of gymnastic 
judges a language barrier 
exists, are the meet organisers 
oblig^ to supply the neces- 

- sary translating personnel? 

4. How many flints of hurdles 
should there be in a seniors’ 
hurdles race? 

5. Tn badminton, if in doubles a 
player serves from the wrong 
service court, and his side loses 
tite rally, what is the umpire’s 
decision? 

6. In ball badminton who shall 
decide whether the ball has 
touched the net or not? 

ANSWERS; 

1. No, it is a foot fault 2. Yes. 
3.' Yes. 4. Ten. 5. The mistake shall 
stand and the players’ positioni 
shall not be corrected during the 
remainder of the game. 6. The net 
referee. 
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ALF the fun and games of the 
Pune races (the season began 
last Sunday) has been lost with 
the introduction of the off-course 
betting at Mahalaxmi. 

In the days before they brought 
Pune to Mahalaxmi (and Banga¬ 
lore and Madras and various 
other centres), one had to ac¬ 
tually travel to Pune if one want- 
ed to go to the races. Unless one 
did not mind betting with ille¬ 
gal bookies at dark streer<t>r- 
ners or with strange, asthmatic 
voices over the telephone 

fwo 180 specials ieir foi Pune 
every Sunday morning and re¬ 
turned in the night, the 111 class 
which left early and returned 
late or the I and II class which 
left a little later and came back 
first They both earned alongside 
their destination boards, tbe 
drawing of a horse racing past 
the winning post. 

In those days, I used to work for 
a racing weekly, my Sunday job 
to earn a little extra money, 
which anyway I used to lose all 


at the races. I used to get an 
allowance of Ra. 20 for the day, 
besides the train ticket and. of 
course, a pass to enter the 
course. 

The train ticket was for III class, 
since it was a new paper and did 
not last long enough to become 
old and established. I would 
hoard the train at V.T. and sit 
among other racegoers carrying 
their binoculars and race books, 
like other people on weekdays 
carry their lunch-boxes and brief¬ 
cases (the two symbols of die 
middleclasses). 

It was a job I was proud of, being 
a racing correspondent, though 
pari time and for an insignificant 
paper, and I would inform the 
other passengers what I was. 
This would naturally lead to 
their asking me for tips, which I 
would readily furnwi. I must 
have ruined a lot of people. 

The race specials did the Deccan 
Queen stops and at Karja* the 
rest 6i the passengers would en¬ 
ter with the final struck-outs, in¬ 
formation of which diey would 
have just received over the tele¬ 
phone. The conversation through¬ 
out the journey was about hor¬ 
ses, which is very fascinating if 
you are a racegoer and a terrible 
Imre if you -are not. 

And in the tram I often met peo¬ 
ple whose sole means of income 
was betting at the races, which, 
I thought, was an even more 


interesting style of living than 
bdng a racing corraspionaent 

Pune races are alwa^ held in the 
monsoon and going to Pnne 
there was always the pleasure 
of seeing the water falling in 
silver thirds over the ^ats gnd 
the sudden change in climate, 
from damp grey monsoon to mel¬ 
low sunshine as the train enter¬ 
ed the Deccan plateau. 

And Puoe itself was bathed in 
sunshine and the counm green 
and smelling of fresh grass. And 
often there would be an army 
band playing and tea on the 
lawns. The course itself is, along¬ 
side Mysore, among the prettiest 
in the country, with the temple 
hills across the stands and the 
flowers always in bloom. 

And Pune races, coming as they 
do after a long break in racing 
in western India, is a place of 
reunion for horses and men. And, 
if in the course of it you lose a 
little money to tbe turf club, it 
does not mattei. 

And roturniiig to Bombay in the 
mght, the race special roaring 
through the dark countryside, 
the pockets empty and the faint 
smell of horses still lingering 

All that is over now with tbe intro¬ 
duction of off-course racing. And 
this Pune season, what I will be 
doing, after a disastrous day of 
belting without the presence of 
horses, would be walking down 
the road outside Mahalaxmi, 
looking for a taxi. 




Q HOW much money is being 
paid to Test players, both 
men and women? 

— Satish Kumar (Jabalpur). 

A THE money is looking better 
^ and better for the men and 
should soon start trickling in for 
the women. 


Who get the second and third 
places? 

— Cfaitharanjan G. Shetty 
(Manipal, Karnataka). 

A PETER MAY holds the re¬ 
cord. He led England 41 
times. He is followed by Mansur 
All Khan Pataudi, with 40, and 
Gary Sobers, of the West Indies, 
with 39. 

^ WHO was India’s first Test 
captain and in how many 
Tests did he lead the country? » 

— Santosh Kumar Mishra 
(Rourkela). 

A INDIA'S first capuin was C. 

K. Nayudu. He led in four 
Tests, of which we lost three and 
drew the other. 


A 


ELEVEN hundreds in 63 
Tests 


Q WHAT is the Test record of 
Dattu Phadkar? 

— Probir Kumar Bose (Gauhati). 

A PHADKAR played in 31 
^ Tests and scored 1,229 runs 
at an average of 32.34 with 123 in 
tbe fourth Test against Australia 
at Adelaide in 1947 as his highest 
He also took 62 wickets for 2,285 
runs at an average of 36.85 and 
held 20 catches. 

Q HOW many victims did 
Pakistan wicketkeeper Im- 
tiaz Ahmed claim in his Test 
carem'? 

— S. G. Momin (Kheda). 


Q WHAT has happened to the 
fast pitch Chandigarh was 
planning to prepare? 

— Surendra Prasad Bhaiya 
(Calcutta). 

IN India fast pitches arc 
slow in coming. 

WHO holds the record for 
leading a country in the 
highest number of Test matches? 


Q WHO has achieved the quic¬ 
kest 1,000 in Teste? 

— Narendra Kumar Verma (Rehti). 
A DON BRADMAN. He did so 
^ in 13 innings in seven Tests. 

Q HOW many centuries have 
so far been scored by Clive 
Lloyd in Teste? 

— Prakash Narayan Singh 
(Varanasi). 



A in 41 Tests, Imtiaz had 94 
victims, 78 cau^t and 16 
stumped. 


Q WHAT kind of feathers are 
used in a shuttlecock? 

— I. Agrawal (Shillong). 


A WHITE duck faatiiars of 2| 
to 2} inches in length. A 
diuttlecock must have 14 to 16 of 
diem. 
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Not a plot 


A HUE and cry has been raised 
by various cricket controlling 
authorities over the Super Test 
series Kerry Packer intends to con¬ 
duct between Australia and the 
World XI. Packer’s move should be 
viewed as a scheme for the promo¬ 
tion of cricket rather than a plot 
to jeopardise this widely acclaimed 
game. 

Tournaments sponsored and 
financed by private organisers other 
than the recognised boards associa¬ 
tions is a feature widely prevalent 
in other sporu like football, hoc¬ 
key and table tennis, not to speak 
of tennis which enjoys a patronage 
of private tournaments to a very 
high degree. 

When the same trend takes over 
cricket which has so long been the 
obedient child of the cricket con¬ 
trolling boards, these bodies tend 
to over-react in the fear of losing 
their questionable grip over the 
game. 

The International Cricket Confer¬ 
ence could have amicably settled 
the overlapping of certain dates of 
Packer’s itinerary with theirs over 
the negotiating table. Packer’s offer 
of negotiation in this regard was 
summarily rejected by the authori¬ 
ties who continue to style them¬ 
selves as the promoters and well- 
wishers of cricket which they have 
only exploited to fill their coffers 
conceding very little to the players 
who actually are the crowd pullers. 

C. R. Panchanathan 
(New Delhi). 


ICC too harsh 


Y FEEL the International Cricket 
Conference has come down ra¬ 
ther harshly on the players who 
have signed contracts with Kerry 
Packer as they have certain just 
demands. Two of the demands of 
l^est players viz. better pay for 
matches and retirement benefits 
plan are justified. 

— R. Sriram (Tuticorin). 

Swift drop 

T HAVE always believed in the 
* saying that for a- person whose 
dimb has been quick the decline 
will be equally sharp. The present 
plight of Greg Chappell as captain 
u uie lafhst example of this. He 
began with a bang, crushing the 


niigl^ West Indifs.last year.'Ve t' 
now he is at the receiving end. 

— Mohan Palat (Bhopal). 

Geoff the great 

YN the recent Australia ver.sus 
England Test at Trent Bridge 
England’s opening batsman Geoff 
Boycott achieved a rare distinction 
of batting on all five, days of the 
match. Up to date this feat has 
been achieved only by an Indian 
batsman — M. L. Jaisimha. 

— Ashok Saboo (Orissa). 

G eoff boycott celebrated his 
return to Test cricket from his 
self-imposed three year exile by 
scoring 107 and 80 not out against 
Australia at Trent Bridge. He has 
proved John Thicknesse wrong. 
That writer had said that “He is a 
very selfish cricketer who would 
rather make 100 for a losing team 
than SO for a winning one”. Boy¬ 
cott’s was a very unselfish perfor¬ 
mance. 

— Raja Chatierjee (Calcutta). 

Congrats 

H eartiest congratulations to 
Mohammedan Sporting players, 
officials and especially Tarun Bose 
for their brilliant performance 
against Mohun Bagan. It was a sure 
win of Sporting but for the sea¬ 
son’s worst refereeing by L. N. 
Ghosh and his. two linesmen. In 
this match Sporting actually played 
against 14. 

— Md. Zafar Khan (Calcutta). 

TV alert 

OOTBALL lovers will be grate¬ 
ful a the TV authorities make 
adequate arrangements to telecast 
the proposed match between Mohun 
Bagan and Cosmos Club so that all 
can see Pele in action. It.’s a chance 
of a lifetime. 

— I. Jayaraman (Bombay). 


I Was rmliy overwhelmed to 
read the article "Jogging end 
Fitness” in two iwuet of SPORTS- 
IvkEK dated July 10 end 17. Hope 
you can pubtm some instructional 
book on running as it is the chea¬ 
pest sport mankind has got. 

— V. K. Talwar (New Delhi). 

Biased 

I^ARESH KUMAR sounds a bit 
biased when he writes in ‘Tele 
with a fairy’s touch’ (SW July 24) 
that "Connors has the greater 
weight and penetration of shot and 
would probably win more matches 
than Borg oyer a series of matches". 

In fact Borg is younger and has 
the better temperament (they call 
him Iceborg) along with that va¬ 
riety of game, which Connors so 
awfully lacks, and makes him the 
best bet for any match at any time. 
During the last Wimbledon final 
between these two players Fred 
Perry bad remarked on this defect 
in Connors’ game. 

Borg is the best exponent of top 
spin in the game today. Rod Laver 
in bis book "How to play winning 
tennis” writes quoting Charlie 
Hollis, the man who groomed his 
tennis career; "Mugs hit over the 
ball. Champions hit from under it. 
The secret of the champion is his 
command of spin (top spin)”. 

Borg has proved this point by 
winning Wimbledon twice m a row. 
In the coming years, Borg’s supre¬ 
macy is going to be challenged fay 
players like Vitas Geruiaitis, Billy 
Martin and John McEnroe and not 
by Connors, although he is still a 
force to reckon with. 

— John George (Ludhiana). 

I N the Figures are Fun item by 
B. B. Mama (SW. July 31. 1977, 
-7) the list of 15 bowlers, who 
ave taken seven or more wickets,- 
pertains only to Tests played at 
Lord’s — Ed. 
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Save the syces 



T he Indian turf having become a 
huge industry with five Turf 
Authorities, seven major and cne 
minor racing seasons and a pro¬ 
liferation of stud farms throughout 
the country which makes it a multi- 
crore project employing several 
thousand people at various levels 
and catering to the gambling or 
sporting instinct of several more 
thousands of people it follows that 
it will be beset by trade union 
type activities. 

The most militant, the most de¬ 
manding sections of those involved 
are the syces and the employees of 
race clubs, for it is thw, and they 
alone, (we saw the failure of the 
jockeys boycott in Bangalore) who 
can bring the sport to a grinding 
halt. It has been done before and 
it can be done again 

Against this background the pre¬ 
vailing dispute between the Wes¬ 
tern India trainers and their syces 


assumes greater importance. The 
syces are fighting for security of 
service and for retirement benefits, 
the settlement of which has gained 
a sense of urgency because of the 
impending retirement of over 40 
of them. This dispute brought 
about the cancellation of one race 
day last Bombay season and it was 
then temporarily patched up on 
the understanding that all concern¬ 
ed would approach the state govern¬ 
ment to sanction a special race day, 
the proceeds of which would pro¬ 
vide the nucleu.s of a fund for the 
syces. 

There was not a snowball’s 
chance in hades of any such sug¬ 
gestion being acceptable to the 
government, for it is monstrous to 
think that in a country where more 
than half the population live below 
the bread line and where there are 
thousands of unemployed, a good 
percentage of whom are educated, 
that people in full and gainful 
employment should become pub¬ 
lic charges. It Is necessary to ex¬ 
plain that the proceeds from charity 
days are large because the govern¬ 
ment waives all taxes. The move 
did not materialise as, it was evi¬ 
dent even at the discussion stage, 
that only the lea¬ 
der of the syces 
had any hope of 
Its succeeding. 

So, the issue 
has again surfac¬ 
ed in Pune and 
though the open 
ing day was held 
as scheduled and 
there is every 
leason to believe 
that next Sun¬ 
day’s races will 
also be uninter¬ 
rupted the syces 
have made it 
clear that they 
will stop work so 
as to affect the 
races from Inde¬ 
pendence Day. As 
the syces’ leader 
IS as firm as he 
is reasonable it is 
clear that they 
mean business 
Tlie irony is that 
trainers, who 
have neither 
security of ser¬ 
vice not retire¬ 
ment benefits, are 
being pressurised 
to provide the 
same for their 
employees. 

It is a ticklish 
problem, but it 
can be solved 
with goodwill and 
co-operation from 
all concerned. To 


start wiUi the firainers want a bask 
training fee higher than the pre¬ 
vailing Rs 650. They have sugras- 
ted Rs. 1,(X)0 on the clear under¬ 
standing that there will be no 
charge for extras. Owners claim 
that they are unable to pay more, 
but the increase sought is not as 
unreasonable as it seems. The trai¬ 
ners are prepared to forego the 
subsidies which they now receive 
from the club. In the case of the 
trainers with larger strings it will 
mean a reduction of income but in 
the case of the others it will mean 
that they will earn more. 

As the trainers have suggested 
that the subsidies which were paid 
to them should now go to the 
owners the bigger owners stand to 
gain as they will receive more by 
the way of the additional subsidy 
than they will pay by way of en¬ 
hanced BTF, the smaller ones 
stand to lose. However, on balance, 
this seems an eminently sensible 
solution to the problem but it is 
not acceptable to the club. The 
reason is obvious Committee mem¬ 
bers do not wish to antagonise the 
owners because it is they, and not 
the trainers, who have the right to 
vote at election time* 

The syces’ problem is more com¬ 
plex. By the very nature of their 
work it is dilficult to provide secu¬ 
rity and compute retirement bene¬ 
fits as a syce usually goes with his 
horse from one stable to another. 
It IS obvious that the total number 
of sytes employed in any one cen¬ 
tre will necessaiily be reduced if 
more horses go out of that centre 
than come into it. However, this 
hurdle can be partially surmounted 
by making five per cent of the to¬ 
tal syces employed, employees of 
the trainers association When they 
are working for a particular trainer 
he can pay their wages and when 
they are out of work the associa¬ 
tion can do so. 

On the question of retirement 
benefits every trainer can contri¬ 
bute to a fund which should ^ 
maintained by the trainers associa¬ 
tion on a pro rata basis for syces 
in his employ. If a syce leaves ser¬ 
vice before he is entitled to this 
benefit, the amount standing to his 
credit should revert to the fund. 
This IS the normal procedure in 
the provident schemes. 

However, one problem still re¬ 
mains. The retirement benefit 
scheme briefly outlined above will 
be of no advantage to the senior 
syces who will retire soon. How are 
they to be looked after? 

This is where the RWITC comes 
into the picture. The club cannot 
continue to take the wholly unten¬ 
able stand that as the syces are not 
their employees they are uncon¬ 
cerned with their problems. They 
are an integral and necessary part. 


camel 
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Cathay Pacific is peo|de 
Uke Maude and Linl^. 



\lkinn.hdpful persons first. 
Airline staff second. 


People They mekf' an airline Ours 
have made Cathay Par ifir the No 1 
airline in the Pai F a-.t Wher<“ we vi 
been making a name for ourselves 
for over 30 year'^ now 
We ve got British and Australian 
pilots with multi million mih g 
of experient e in the an Out 


Fnqlish speaking flight hostesses 
(orne from every Asian (ountiy 
we fly to On board we pamper you 
with thr finest < uisine Why not get 
a taste of it all 

Our people aie looking forward to 
meeting you 
We know you II like us 


Hong Kongfs discovery airline N 

CATHAY RAC^ p 


US 


n 


BOMBAr til liiirr ConiinRCitdl Apoli P In Hit ni ‘•‘.l^lfOMA Jnev in Uufp ' MidcJipton Strpw Phone 447218 

MAURA isr Mobot In' I i HI e • NI lA Dl i hi Holt linpuli Room No 8 Phone rfilBO 


S i CP *1*^4 'f'f 8 



Indianoil extends heartiest welcome to the London-Sydney Car Rally-- 
the longest ever in History. This thrilling rally will cover 30,000 km 
across three Continents in just 30 days. Indianoil has made special 
arrangements to assist the rally competitors 

Right from Attari at Indo-Pakistan border to Amritsar down to Madras 
via Delhi—Jaipur—Bombay, the rally will pass through the most scenic 
and historic India, adding charm to excitement Take your vantage 
position so as not to miss this most exciting rally 


Another contribution from Indianoil—promoting Motor Sports 
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Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth 
and Massaging of Gums 
Check Gum Troubles and 


Tooth Decay 


Forhan’s users say of their own accord 
gums have become 
firm and healthy” 

“My gums have become firm and healthy by 
using your Torhan’s Toothpaste* for three 
years last. I had been suflering from trouble of 
my gums...now I have overcome this sufferings 
by your toothpaste only.” 

(Sd/>) D. N. Das, Shikharpw 


^‘My breath and gums 
returned to normal” 

**...a dentist of Rajahmundry...advised me to 
use Forhan’s toothpaste for teeth and gums. 

I immediately/followed his advice, and within a 
short time my breath and gums returned to 
normal. Ever since, I swear by Forhan’s. 

My whole family (we are 9!) use Forhan’s and 
I am sure this habit and faith will extend to 
generations.” 

(Sd/-) P. J. Lazar, Chiraia, Andhra Pradesh 

(Photostats of these can be seen at any office of 
Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd ) 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth and massage 
your gums night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist 
on Forhan’s Double*Action Toothbnidi,specially 
designed to massage gums while it cleans teeth. 

Colourful infmtnative boddet on 
eare of teeth and gums. Please write to Forfatn’s,. . 

Dental Advisory Bureau, Dept.T H7/168L 
Post No. 11463, Bombay 400020, 
with 2SK stamps for postage. 

Mention the language wanted. 





'AST 



the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 


IMF.US 
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SHARAD KOTNIS : 


Madras camp probables... 

A repeat 
performance! 

'T'HE physical fitness-cuin>practice camp for 29 

probables, in preparation for the Indian team’s 
tour of Australia this winter, now mandatory for 
every team Koinp, abroad as per the directive of the 
Education Ministry, will get under way at Madras 
from September 5 to 21. 

In selecting the 29 probables, which was appa¬ 
rently done after the Ranji Trophy final in April 
last, the pre.sent selection committee, whose term 
expires on September 10, and some of whom are 
likely to be replaced at the Cricket Board’s AGM at 
Hyderabad on that day, has not tried a systematic 
attempt at team-building. The selectors seem to have 
continued in a haphazard manner, the way in which 
they worked throughout the last season. 

And, pray, what happens if the selection com¬ 
mittee is completely changed on Sept. 10 and the 
newcomers have other ideas? Will they restrict their 
i-hoiccs to the 29 probabies? It would be embar- 
I asking to the present lot if the team to be i' 
riounced in the middle of October after the Duh • j 
and Irani trophy matches, includes players on 
lent form, but who were not included in the M.. as 
camp. It will be too niu<h to expect the new com¬ 
mittee to follow the directives of the old. 

The camp itself will not be at full strength till 
the middle of September for at least six ciicketers 
who aie playing in England will not be back till 
September tl. The Board should have brought to 
the notice of the Education Ministry the futility of 
such a camp on the eve of a testing domestic sea¬ 
son followed by a rigorous Australian tour More- 
ovet, it will be asking too much for one man — 
I’olly Umrigar — to bo in charge of 29 cricketers 
for a period of three week.». 

Coming back to the list of probables the selec¬ 
tors appeal to be repealing the mistakes committed 
ovei a period of two years. Chetan Chauhan and 
Parthasarathy Sharma, discarded late last season 
after having been given a fair trial over the years 
have been recalled They have been scoring, proli- 
fically in domestic cricket, but are not the material 
we should be looking for in an opening batsman. 

The claims of utility allrounder Dhiraj Parsana, 
who IS doing very well in English cricket, have 
been o''erlooked. He would have been an ideal 
cricketer on a taxing tour of Australia. 

The selectors have preferred Rajinder Goel and 
Rajinder Hans to the more experienced Padmakar 
Shivalkar and Dilip Doshi as left-arm spinners. 
Perhaps they could not have foreseen Doji’s ex¬ 
ploits for Nottinghamshire in the English county 
cricket this season, when they picked the probables 
in April last! It is, however, difficult to visualise 
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any spinner other than the established quartet 
making the side. 

If Abid Ali could be recalled, probably because 
he was successful on his first tour abroad in Aus¬ 
tralia in 1%7-6S, why not Solkar who can still be an 
asset in the fielding department? 

In batting, it seems, only two places are open 
for competition, if one accepts that Gavaskar, 
Gaekwad, Viswanath, Surinder Amarnath and Patel 
arc certainties One of the two must be an opener 
and he must come from amongst Vengsarkar, Chau¬ 
han and Sivaraniaicrishnan. The'last two have 
been foui,d wanting against genuine pace. The 
other batting place will be fought out between M. 
Artiarnath, Yajurvindra Singh, Ashok Mankad and 
Sharma. 

On the last Australian tour, we had two genuine 
fast-medium bowlers, De.sai and Kulkarni, in addi¬ 
tion to allrounders Surti and Abid Ali. Even the 
first two were found wanting. Ghavri seems to be 
an automatic choice. Barun Burman is now in Eng¬ 
land and a season, under English conditions, should 
have helped him a lot. Under Australian conditions 
our allrounders with medium-pace have no scope 
as was proved on the last tour 

The camp can help in attaining efficiency in 
fielding and catching. On the last tour of Australia, 
our middle-aged men were found wanting in these 
departments. 

It is hoped that the new selectors, if they re¬ 
place the present lot next month, will not make the 
same mistakes and learn from the experiences of 
the last two or three years. A good representative 
side to be chosen from the best available material 
for the good of Indian cricket should be their 
immediate task. 


Printed and publiibed by Khaiid Ansarl for Inquilab Publications (Pvt.) Ltd. at 
Inquilab Offset Printers, 156 D, J. Dadaice Road, Bombay-400034. Managing Editor; 
Khaiid Ansari. Aasociate Editor; marad Kotnis. Si^Editor: G. Baskaran. 
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Ali^stumble to last dregs? 


S ONNY USTON wouldn’t re< 
cognlie him now 

Nor would Floyd Patter&on, 
Ernie Terrell, Buster Mathis and 
all the othei tough men he men¬ 
tally tortured and then broke 

Muhammad Ali cradles hts baby 
daughter and talks to a new audi¬ 
ence of cinema critics and show- 
bis writers He speaks of his love 
of God and his fear of bellfire 

But if the man who moved like 
a butterfly and stung like a bee, 
who proved himself the most glo¬ 
rious fijditing machine the world 
hat ever seen, is impatient with 
the square ring he does know that 
there is one question left to ans¬ 
wer 

How, I ask him, is he going to 
quit that square nng^ Can he make 
one last statement of his greatness 
as a fighter? Oi is it to be a bum 
a month stumble to the last dregs 
of his talent? 

“1 undei stand the question my 
friend," says All, “and 1 can tell 
you that when I go you will know 
that It IS Muhammad All who is 
saying goodbye 

“I will rake the winnei of Ken 
Norton and Jimmy Young for four 
million dollars after all my expen 
ses have been paid If that is not 
met then I will take three more 
tights 



“But 1 do not want to lose again 
I have come out on top in the ring 
because I have something speiial 
inside me It is something that I 
have and I want everyone to re 
member me as the Gi catest ” 

You suggest that it would have 
been the perfect climax for him 
to have walked awav from the ring 
tor the last time aftei the Geoige 
Foreman fight 

All nods his agreement “Right 
It was the full ciicle I tame back 
and proved to all those kids who 
had only heard how great 1 was 
what 1 could do 1 got hold of ano¬ 
ther generation 

“But 1 needed to fight on I 
needed the money 1 needed the 
publicity to go beyond the boxing 
ring to teach the brotheis and sis 
tors of the world how to live 
together ’’ 

He tells me what he would like 
to read on his own tombstone 
something he just wrote down in 
his Chicago home 

It would read — and perhaps 
astound old Smokin’ Joe Fraziei-^ 
“He took a few cups of love, one 
teaspoonful of patience, a table- 
spoonful of generosity, and he 
i^ed and stirred it up to pass on 


Muhammad Ah and his 13-month-old daughter Haiu appear 
on Pete Murray’s radio show ‘Open House’ on BBC. Ali 
IS in London tor the premiere of The Greatest’ 


to evt.iv deseiving soul he met in 
life li was his recipe of life ’’ 

His film The Greatest—in which 
he at times bnlliantlv confirms his 
claim “I’vp been acting for 20 
vears” — leminds us ihai Mu 


hammad Ah has concocted some 
less benevolent mixtures 
And suggest to me that his 
tombstone mav in fact read “He 
was a good preacher But man you 
should have seen him fight" 

— JAMES LAWTON 


Sorry Ali, wrong number 


r^HE Iran boxing Pedei ation 
* early last week announced that 
they had shelved several plans bv 
American promoters to hold a 
Muhammad Ah fight in Tehran 

Federation president fathollah 
Aniir-Ala’i said that the piomoteis 
wanted $2 million cash befoie the 
fight and a $10 million bank 
guarantee 

“We don't have that Lind of 
money to squander ov«-r a heavy 
weight fight here,” Amir Ala’i said 

He said that the most ridiiuloiis 
part of the deal was that All’s 
opponent would be left to the 
world champion’s own thoite 


Ihe promoters backed up their 
sales talk, saying an Ah fight here 
would give tiemendous publicity to 
the nation world wide and net Iran 
up » $">0 million in profit from 

s lU of distribution rights and 
advertising 

Amir Aia’i said he told the pro 
mnters that Iran did not need this 
kind of publicity and was willing 
to torego the reported $10 million 
ptof'ts and settle for a guarantee 
by the promoters that the S12 mil¬ 
lion they would have to pav would 
be rtcoveied 

“Natuialls the ptomoteis turned 
down our suggestion,” Amir Ala1 
said 
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Cricket 


GREAT, GEOFF 



he admitted after scoring a century 
as though to order “But they did ” 


G LOFF boycott won the 
Fourth Test tor F.ngland at 
Headingley by an innings 
The innings of his life, in fact, 
that took him into cricket history 
amid the most emotional scenes I 
have seen on any ground anywhere 

For a few hours, at least, the 
individual was bigger than the 
game when he became the first 
batsman to complete a century of 
first class centuries in a Test match 

And nothing can take awav the 
personal triumph of Yorkshire's 
^year-old captain 
For the most of the 22,000 spec¬ 
tators who had crowded into every 
comer of Headingley, the only 
statistic that mattered said Boycott 
had scored 191 

“I didn’t think it was possible," 


And one felt it was for THEM 
and because of THEM that the 
prodigal son of English cricket 
achieved the impossible dream 

“I am as pleased for them as 
much as myself that dream has 
come true 

“Throughout my career the York¬ 
shire public has been fabulous to 
me. Whenever 1 have had criticism 
they have always stood by me and 
supported me" 

They were queueing outside the 
ground from 6 30 on the fiist mor 
mng And at precisely 5 47 that 
evening they got their reward 

That was the moment Boycott 
on drove a half volley from Aus¬ 
tralia’s captain Greg Chappell tor 


his 14th boundary to become only 
the 18th batsman to score 100 
centuries. 

As Boycott stood with arms aloft 
acknowledging the kind of roar 
you rarely hear outside Wembley, 
Chappell was immediately domi 
the pitch to shake hts hand. 

“That showed tremendous cha¬ 
racter," said Boycott, “He had seen 
our batsman play and miss. Max 
Walker had bowled unbchevably 
well without taking a wicket and 
A^^tralia had never had a break 
all day 

“To come up and say, 'Well 

& layed, good luck’ showed him to 
e a really big man It takes a lot 
of doing It takes a lot of guts ’’ 

So does what Boycott has done, 
coming back under intense pres¬ 
sure to make 107 and SO not out at 
Trent Bridge and follow up with 
this incredible achievement 

It was a typical Boycott innings, 
his superb technique allied to fault¬ 
less conrentration seeing him 
through a severe trial 

Occasionally he played and mis¬ 
sed Once he edged Walker peril¬ 
ously close to the dising Rodney 
Marsh Once he got the benefit of 
doubt when Marsh claimed he had 
caught him off Len Pasroe 

And once he survived an even 
more confident appeal from Ray 
Bright 

But the longer Boycott batted 
the more inevitable his century be¬ 
came And when it arrived after 
320 minutes off 232 deliveiies he 
survived a jostling fiom his invad¬ 
ing fans, retrieved hts cap from 
someone who had pinched it and 
got on with the job of consolidating 
England’s position 


The £9,000 googly 


C rickets crauest season took 
a new turn last week when 
England captain Mike Brearley was 
bowled a £9,000 googly 

He was handed a £9,000 cheque 
from a group of businessmen to be 
shared equally among NINE of the 
12 England players who reported 
for the fourth Test at Leeds 

The other three — Tony Greig, 
Alan Knott and Derek Unde sond 
— are not included in the deal be 
cause they are contracted to Ketry 
Packer’s circus 

But Brearley told me “Obvious¬ 
ly I need time to consider the offer 
and the implications And I will 
not make any decision until I have 
spoken to ALL the players about 
it 

“No one has been banned yet 
from anything and everyone must 
contribute to a team effort I would 


not be happy if the money was 
distributed as suggested ” 

Test and County Cricket Board 
spokesman Peter Lush said' “This 
IS totally private arrangement be¬ 
tween the businessmen concerned 
and the England team ’’ 

The money is being put uji as the 
first move m a scheme devised by 
cleaning contractor David Evans 
and Australian cricketing agent 
David Lord to dissuade players 
from joining Packer 

Evans is not contributing finan¬ 
cially Three men donating £3,1)00 
each are Jim Yates, boss of an 
engineering firm and Luton Town’s 
financial director, Paddy Doyle, 
group managing director of a clean¬ 
ing firm, and Robin Syrett, paint¬ 


ing and cleaning company chair¬ 
man 

They have also guaranteed simi¬ 
lar amounts for non Packer men—- 
of which there could be 12 — in 
the hnal Test. 

But Evans admitted “The last 
thing we want to do is cause a 
spilt in the England dressing-room 
I will give the cheque to Mike 
Brearley and he will do what he 
warts with it” 

The offer follows Evans' revolu¬ 
tionary £500,000 sponsorship 
scheme last week which was depen¬ 
dent on big companies doing busi¬ 
ness with his firm. 

— PAT GIBSON 


SPORTSWEEK, August 21. 1977 


8 


• # • 



The super-bat's had enough 


Exit Greg Chappell 



and aigaiy contralled tem¬ 
perament In many waya he 
B like a conditioned man who 
baa a pra-planned reaction 
for almost every human sittia- 
tioo. Oecasiopoally he will 
come oat of his shell, though 
never with strangers. With 
bis teammates he will allow 
himself more latitude, with¬ 
out ever being the type to 
engage in personal conversa¬ 
tion. Perhaps it has some¬ 
thing to do with his aims in 
cricket, and in life. He knows 
vdiere be wants to go, and 
how be wants to get there, 
and much of what happm an 
the way is merely trivial or 
ioconv^ent trappings. 


with Greg and from that moment he 
never looked back, writes Ashley 
Mallett in World of Cricket 
monthly. 


He almost always plays straight, 
rarely straying from the arc from 
mid-on to mid-off. He tried — 
usually successfully — to play 
strai^t down the line of the oalL 
hitting it either past the bowler u 
it were pitched on middle, or 
through mid-on or mid-off. 

(Ally a very wide delivery would 
be thrash past mid-wicket or crash 
to the fence through the covers. 
Of course as his innings progressed 
and his confidence grew, he would 
play all the shots. Probably, the 
only shot he never mastered was 
the cut. 


So wrote Eric Beecher, perhaps 
the only Australian journalist who 
is really close to the players and 
has a rare insight into the working 
of their minds. The above assess¬ 
ment came when Greg Chappell’s 
batting was in ruins after the 1975 
scries against England under lm>- 
ther Ian’s leadership. 

The elder Chappell, at that time, 
had called it a day under almost 
similar circumstances. He was fed 
up with officialdom and their pres¬ 
sures on the players. But the big 
difference was that Ian Chappell 
bowed out a winner, Greg u a 
loser. 


May be the Packer affair had 
something to do with it Chappell 
himself said he thought the Pacicer 
controversy hanging over the tour 
had some effect on Australia's loss 
of the Ashes, "but it has been very 
small; England would have beaten 
us anyway." 

(k-eg Chappell developed gra¬ 
dually into the matter-bauman he 
is today. Early on he wu mostly 
an on-side player suspect on or 
about the off-stump. Then Sir 
Donald Bradman discussed grip 


Chappell said he would go 
through with his commitment to 
play for Kerry Packer’s Super Test 
series in Australia. 

Chappell explained *T decided 
before the tour that that I would 
never play cricket abroad again so 
that I could give more time to my 
family and business. Now I have 
decided to quit altogether." 

Of his association with Packer, 
Chappell said; “His offer coming 
along helped me to meke up my 
mind. It enables me to go on play¬ 
ing cricket in Australia.” 

The Australian captain who was 
plsying in his 50th Test, criticUed 
the length of Australian tours of 
England. 

“I consider three months is 
the absolute maximum that players 
should be asked to be away from 
family and business,” he said “that 
is what I am sure will happen in 
the future . . . Nearly five months, 
as on this tour, is far too long.” 


Test career figure* till start of this tour 




pt 



CBAFPELL, G. S. 

V England 21 38 

r Wot Indies 11 19 

V New Zealand 8 13 

V Pnktenn 


N.O. 

Runs 

» , 

1 

1 

s 

4 

1436 

144 

42-23 

5 

8 

6 

1044 

182* 

8030 

4 

5 

2 

661 

247* 

60.09 

2 

2 

1 

585 

121 

S8J0 

2 

4 


37 — 

1282 

41 

462 

13 — 

818 

42 

295 

9 — 

974 

25 

369 

8 — 

*32 

12 

166 


67 >- 3496 120 1292 



8 57.75 — — 2- 54 

7 42.14 — 2- 10 

10 36.90 — — 3- 54 

7 23.71 1 -■ 5- 61 


32 40.37 1 — 5. 61 


6 11 

46 M 13 3726 247* 54.79 13 19 
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*Ah! lb strap on a pack and head 
for the raw heights.1b bait fat trout in 
bubbling stre 2 mns.Tb gc4f cm a patdi of 
velvet green,or loll in a scenic 
swimming hole.lhat*s life!” 


Kashmir 

Tha praat outdoors. 

It s pure adventure Moun- 
tame challenge you to hike or 
aki Streams abound with * 

leaping trout ' 

Pine forests shelter a ' 

silence that s almost alive 
^es. Kashmir is exciting, any 
time of the year 

Fun, advsntura and 

pamos. 

Come anytime of the year, ‘ 

and live life to the full Get / 
far from the maddening ' 

crowd And when wanderlust 
tires, giab a spot of tennis 
Or golf on the highest green 
in the world And end the day 
with a lazy swim in placid 
waters 














An advontura. On your 
kind of budgat. 

Kashmir sounds expensive— 
It sctuslly isn t From Rs 30 
to Rs 300 a day you can 
have the time of your life 



Of course there's more to 
Kashmir too Valleys of 
flowers festivals of fun, 
quaint houseboats starlit 
boat rides And colour, 
colour colour 


Drop in dt the nearest 
Tourist Office for information 
and pack your bags for the 
great escape 


lAK TOURISM 


\burkiiid 

ofhfdiday. 

On your 
kind of budget. 


Kashmiris 
fun and games 
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that’s not 
peanuts 

I N the July issue of “World of 
Cricket Monthly” (Australian), 
the former AustraUau obtain Bob 
Simpson states categorically that 
present day cricketms are paid 
very handsomely. 

In . a strong article titled “And 
dtafs not peanuts.” Simpson writes 
that most of the Australian Test 
regulars are paid more than what 
they are offered by Kerry Packer. 

Hie Australuin TV magnate has 
offered players ai\ average of Aus¬ 
tralian $20,(XX) a year plus a per¬ 
centage of gate receipts and win¬ 
nings. This could come to a maxi¬ 
mum of 30,000 Australian dollars. 

“Good money,” says Simpson, 
“But how does it compare with 
what the present day players aie 
receiving?" 

Simpson calculates that from 
November 1976 to September 1977. 
an Australian player will have 
earned 22,600 Australian dollais 
provided he played all Tests and 
shared the prize money. 

Add to this the generous retire¬ 
ment benefits, the stale match fees 
and benefits, newspaper articles, 
TV contracts, personal appearances 
and endorsements. And of course 
their regular jobs. 

“Most of the top (Australian! 
players have fairly good positions 
with companies who pay them 12 
months a year,” writes Simpson. 
“Add this to the rest, and the 
figure tor the average good Test 
player would be, I believe, in the 
region of 50,000 Australian dollars 
per year. Lillee and (Greg) Chap¬ 
pell would make much more.” 

“ITie Packer people have loudly 
decried the payments the players 
receive. The time is now ripe for 
them to put their money cuiclx on 
the table.” 

I marvel at the sheer .stupidity 
of those who signed for the Packer 
deal. 

— K. M. MEHER-HOM.ri 

Laker spurns 
Packer offer 

1 ^ ERRY PACKER has made me 
a five-figure offer to coinmen- 
tate on his scries of “super Tests” 
in Australia this winter — and 1 
have turned him down. 

. I don’t want or expect to be a 
loyalist hero. The money was temp¬ 
ting, more than I could logically 


afford to refuse. I was flattered to 
receive the offer. 

But the time has arrived in this 
issue for everyone to decide which 
side they are on. I assessed my 
own Ipyalties and opted to stay 
puti 

■ Let me say again that I have no 
aSe to grind auinst any of the 
cricketers who nave accepted of¬ 
fers from Packer. 

He is talking in huge figures— 
money that will set up these play¬ 
ers for some time to come. 

But you cannot serve two mas¬ 
ters. Tony Greig and the others . 
have made their choice. 

I have managed to keep an open 
mind on the subject, chiefly be¬ 
cause 1 always expected something 
like this to happen. 

It was a natural progression 
from the influx of sponsored one- 
day cricket into our country pro¬ 
gramme — and the greatest tra-, 
gedy is that it could not be incor¬ 
porated in the same way. 

Packer would have agreed to a 
compromise, limiting his scheme 
to .six weeks without clashing with 
any scheduled Test trickei. 

If rhiit had been accepted, 1 



would probably have been happy 
to go out and commentate. 

Now thinu are very different 
The conflict nas occurred, and cric¬ 
ket will inevitably suffer for a 
limited period. 

Its recovery rate will probably 
be improved by the fact that the 
current standard of international 
cricket is far from high—but the 
game will not escape without a few 
scars. 

1 considered all this in making 
up my mind. It wasn’t an easy de- 
ctsicn, but in effect, I've chosen 
my team, 

— JIM LAKER 

Top priority 
for fitness 

^RICKET Board secretary Ghu- 
lam Ahmed, whom I met in 
April last, told me that there would 
be no room for any player in the 
team to tour Australia this winter 
who was not cent per cent physi¬ 
cally fit. This fitness of a cricketer 
need not be athletic or military 
titness and can be far different 
from that of a participant in other 
games. 

f quote here the view of no less 
a person than the late Charles 
Macariiiey, one of the game's great, 
at the end of his visit to this coun¬ 
try as a member of Ryder’s Aus¬ 
tralian team in 1935-36. 

“Cricket does not require the 
training that other mure vigorous 
sports demand, ncr does it require 
any man to cut out his drinking, 
.smoking or late-hours. But it does 
require any man to act in modera¬ 
tion. Excesses are dangerou.s, and 
will not be countenanced by selec¬ 
tors, clubs or associations, in any 
circumstances. 

“It behoves a player to be fit 
and ready to take his place in the 
field at any time. Really, any cric¬ 
keter’s actions must be those ac¬ 
tuated by common sense, and the 
will to do his best for his team 
in each and every match in which 
he is chosen. Perhaps, a fast bowler 
should always be careful of his 
condition, more so than a bowler 
of Ics.ser pace, but regular prac¬ 
tice is sufficient to equip any man 
for the cricket work.” 

Wise counsel indeed, especially 
when there is a tendency to lay 
stress on wrong priorities where 
the physical fitness of our Test 
players is considm-ed; or will be 
considered in the morrow for the 
Australian tour. 

— P. N, SUNDARESAh 
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Dr. Sloan's 
.'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS BACKACHE SPRAINS 


Hast Action for Quick Roliof 


Gently rub in Sloan s Balm or apply 
the liquid liniment The powerful 
inpredients penetrate deep generate 
heat aixl increase blood circulation 
—to relieve pam fast 

Won t stain clothes 


Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments Sloan s Balm and Sloan s 
Liniment aie non greasy non staining 


Keep etweya handy _ 

SLOANS 

BALM& 



Same formula 
in two forms 
to choose from 



Try this oconomic 
tsst yoursolf 

Take no more than 12 mm 
of Camlin Shaving Cream on a 
wet shaving brush Briskly whip up lather See 
a little Camlin Shaving Cream goes a long long way 
So little cream so much lather Now shave with 
Camlin—economically Every morning 


This is the proof of economy 

Of course you know what this simple test proves 
You can get a lot more shaving comfort out of a 
Camlin Shaving Cream tube Its profuse and 
stable lather makes sure you don t have to use any 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary 



from the maker* of Camlin Shampoo 


More then 170 Shaves 
For only Rs 6 50 
(Taxes extra) Cumcua Oiviuen momtny 


L 

CAMLIN PVT LTD 
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■'•‘:;'":2$'''lbr fitness’”''’'^ 

^;^2;Vr'■';■^■qlmp' ', , 

; pUyeiri have 

^ bai^t aelectad to participate in 

tiw phyriehl fititasa catnp to be held 
inMaArain^ Septoftther Sto2i. 

I^e ttoW to tour Australia will 
he’aaleeted from toe camp. 

B e m b e yt SuoU Gavaskar, D. 
VenoafKar, X. G b a v r i, Ashok 
MahJbid, 

1. S. 9edl, Cheton Cbau- 
Imi, Madtto LoL Mohinder Amar- 
ttato. Soriodor Amarnath. 

Karastoka; Viswaiuto, Prasanna, 
Chandrasekhar, Brijesh Patel and 
Xirmani. 

Tamil Nadu: Venkatraidiavan, 
Bharat Reddy, Stvaramakrithnan. 

Baroda: Anshuman Gaekwad, 
Yajurvindrasingh. 


1 

■f. 


Kpo Ram' ir^iQraii. . 

B, Biowan, Sambharan ' 

Baitorjce. 


The ptayen had bean atoed to 
rapm at Madras on September 4. 
The camp would start functioning 
from toe morning of September 5. 

P. R, Uairigar would be in<berga 
of toe camp. 


Hurricane Old 

I^NGLAND aU>rounder Chris Old 
^ scored toe second fastest cen¬ 
tury ever when he reached three 
figures in 37 minutes in an English 
county cricket match. 

Batting for Yorkshire against 
Warwickshire, Old hit 13 fours 
and five sixes to get within two 
minutes of the fastest century of 
all time, scored by Percy Fender 
for Surrey against Northampton¬ 
shire in 1920. 


Saurashtro: Rajinder Jadeja. 
Punjab; Ved Raj. 

Haryana; Rajinder Goel. 

Uttar Pradesh; Rajinder Hans. 
Rajasthan; Parthasarathi Sbarma. 



.3 


Bafkadar Hans . . callod 

toc*Mp 


Old, who was unfit for the fourth 
Test between England and Austra- 
Ua, took only nine minutes for his 
second SO and was out for 107 
when attempting another big hit, 
off John Whitehouse 

However, he was helped by a trio 
of non-specialist bowlers as War¬ 
wickshire searched for a declara¬ 
tion from Yorkshire in their sec¬ 
ond innings. None of the three 
bowler.s he faced, Eddie Hem- 
miiigs, Rohan Kanhai and White- 
house, is a member of the recogni¬ 
sed attack. 

Blow to Packer 

'^INE out of 10 Australian eric¬ 
'll ket fans are strongly opposed 
to the Packer circus. 

That was the thumbsdown ver¬ 
dict of an opinion poll conducted 
by Australia's biggest' circulation 
newspaper, toe Sydney Sun-Herald. 

And another recent poll, by the 
Melbourne Age newspaper, also 
showed a majority against the 
Super-Tests. 

Although the Sun-Herald does 
not disclose how many people res¬ 
ponded to toe survey, toe result 
is clearly a big set-back for Packer, 
possibly as serious as the withdra¬ 
wal from the circus of Jeff Thom¬ 
son and Alvin Kallicharran. 

Packer might be able to bind toe 
rest of his players to their con¬ 
tracts, but he cannot force Aussie 
fans—among the most fanatical in 
toe world — to watch his TV cric¬ 
ket series if th«^ don’t want to. 

The poll shows that, where there 
is a clash of dates between the 
Packer series and official Test.s. 
89.2 per cent will watch the official 
matches, either at the ground or on 
TV. 

And 87.7 per cent said they dis¬ 
agreed with toe Packer circus in 
principle. 



Pak tour on 

^OME Kerry Packer in the Hii^ 
Court or martial law in Paki¬ 
stan, life goes on for England's 
cricketers. 

This winter’s Pakistan t o u r 
three Tests and three one-day in¬ 
ternationals — received the go- 
ahead at last week’s summer meet¬ 
ing of the Teat and County Cricket 
Board at Lord’s. 

Board spokesman Peter Lush 
said: “After discussirms with re¬ 
presentatives of toe Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in Pakistan and the 
Foreign Office, we have had assu¬ 
rances that everything is quiet and 
peaceful and the tour will proceed 
as originally planned.” 

The M.C.C. party is scheduled te 
leave on November 24, going on to 
New Zealand for three Tests and a 
one-day international and returning 
in the second week in March. 

The England selectors, mean¬ 
while, were instructed to pick the 
team against Australia strictly on 
merit. 

— PAT GIBSON 
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WajrM DaaM, the toft «p<ricen West Indian fast bowler, 
has tot Enfliail cOiuity wounds aflame with his fiery 
DOwlhic for champions Middlesex 


VKjrAYNE DANIEL has a mar 

" selloua physique — 6 ft 1 in 
and 13 st 10 lb — but, unldce the 
schoolboy image of an internatioaai 
fast bowler, diere was no smoke 
coining from his nostrils nor any 
of the old Trueraan-style outbursts 

In fact, his handshake could have 
soothed a butterfly to sleep while 
his voice was just as soft “1 know 
strangers take one look at me and 
my build, dunk of me as a fast 
bowler and assume 1*11 be aggres¬ 
sive,** he said 

Still, I have it on good authority 
that the 21-year-old Darnel who has 
played five Test matches for West 
Indies and is in his first season 
with Middlesex, has the potential 
to bacome one of the wmrld’s fas¬ 
test bowlers. 

Middlesex coach Don Bennett 


says “In time he could be the 
quickest of the lot” 

Bennett added that Daniel had 
solved a run up problem and was 
now “doing it all at the death ’’ 
That means his action is smooth 
and that the real power comes in 
the final few strides with an explo¬ 
sive shoulder action and controlled 
follow through 

“The good thing about him”, said 
Bennett, “is that he has pace in 
reserve and there is no limit to 
what he can achieve if he continues 
to work hard at the game Certain¬ 
ly, his build and stamma is an ex¬ 
cellent foundation from whmh he 
can build '* 

To get to this point in his blos¬ 
soming career, Daniel has pasaed 
two crisis points — that run-up and 
then a back injury that seemed 
likely to delay his start with 
Middlosox 


Trying to relax an m fennl wondsn 
chair and taUc over die din of a 
crockery trolley diat paaeed ovary 
five minutes, Daniel said: **nio 
run-up forced me into a real Jam. 
1 suddenly forgot what 1 had •eatt 
uught Then one evening back 
home at a reception in BanMdoa, 
I started to mean about my action 
to Gary Sobers 

“Gary listened for a while, tbmi 
suggested that I should try some 
road running around the streets of 
my home town of Brereton St. 

Daniel 

Philip. 1 remember him telling me 
10 get out of bed early and ba on 
the road before the traffic started 

"I ran for about four miles seve¬ 
ral tunes a week The hard part 
was selecting two lamp posts that 
apart measured my normal run-up 
ot about 40 paces Then I pretend¬ 
ed 1 had a ball in my hand and 
that a batsman was at the second 
lamp post Ihe old rhythm soon 
came back” 

Then Daniel was troubled by a 
back injury “I saw the Xrays**, 
he said “There was a small crack 
near the base of my spine I was 
put m a medical corset and for a 
time thought I’d never bowl fast 
again 

“Two months ago I started Gain¬ 
ing with Middlesex — and thank 
fully there was no pain in the bock 
and It has not troubled me Since’* 

Daniel who was coached by Char 
he Griffith after taking nine for 
nine in a school match, has barely 
started his career with Middlesex 
but already he is building a men 
tal dossier of the leading batsmen’s 
strengths and weaknesses 

We talked a few minutes after 
Hampshire's Barry Richards bad 
beaten Middlesex with a superb 
century Daniel finished with 83 9-1 
and said “Barry has extraordinary 
concentration and the only way to 
beat him is to surprise him I’ll 
have to remeber that next time ” 

Away from the duly programme 
of county cricket. Samel, who is 
single and has just moved to Fin¬ 
chley, has a fanatical interest in 
Formula One motor racing (“1 
read everything about it”) and 
spends most of his spare time rea¬ 
ding thrillers and going to the pic¬ 
tures 

“There are two other w»8 I like 
to relax,” he said "And mat’s lis¬ 
tening to pop music, the Eagles 
arc fine, or having a IS mmute 
sleep, normally in the physio’s 
offKO, after we have been in tiio 
field all day 

“I do worry if things are not 
going well. 1 try to make sure I 
stay fit because even a slight mua- 
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«!• tlrtin can dranutkalisr reduce 
mf elffectivenMa. I'M juat about 
the rtgkt weh^t, but laat lUMiiier, 
while plajrinf for Baiint, I ate too 
much ^ineae and Indiaii food and 
became rtdicuknialy o»e r %fei b ht.** 

1 aaked Daniel to dcKribe how 
H feM> to play eoua^ cricket full 
time "It’s a freat lUe" he uid. 
*'Somediin( happens inside when 
you arrhre at a ground and the sun 
is out. 

“It gets even better when the 


oqttain turns and says ‘Get yjie 
boots on, we are fielding.' fmm 
there is me watte to the wkket 
the unmire throwing over a 
new ball. I know I’m new to |be 
county game, but I really km 
those moments. All the time 1 try 
to bowl tidy end tight.” 

There are people in the game 
who believe that Daniel is special. 
Certainly he is an extremely gentle 
giant who believes he will not 


cballeoge die world’s speed meiv 
chentt for another 12 monlhit'^ 

But already there ara hatsmen 
around who maintain he is hut 
enou|d> ti|^t now and one of them 
is tUchar^ who told a friend in 
the Long Room at Lord's: “That 
boy is quick . . . very quick.” 
Richards knows what he it talking 
about. 

— PETER BLACKMAN 


the gentle executioner 


TT had been an average day for 
^ Wmme Daniel. One betsman 
has hMn sent to hospital. Two 
odiers have shown the apprehen¬ 
sion of men fearing a somewhat 
longer Journey 

In a few weeks Daniel has chan¬ 
ged from a young faster bowler of 
speed and fire to one of heavy 
menace. Then he put three York- 
shiremen in hospital. 

Even John Arlott, who has seen 
them all from Harold Larwood’s 
days, murmured; “My word, he 
does look fierce.” 

Off the field there is an extra¬ 
ordinary transformatiun The 21- 
year old from Barbadoes talks very 
softly and smiles a iot 

His affability ranges wide Ir is 
only when you discuss the problem 


of removing batsmen that the esc- 
pression changes. * 

Then he tells you quite matmr 
of factly: “I hate them. They are 
the enemy. 1 prey on them. Every 
sign of weakness, 1 notice. 

"I don’t bowl to injure a man. I 
Just want to get him back to the 
pavilion. 

“If I notice that a particular ball 
has caused a man trouble, if I see 
on bis face fear or uncertainty, 
well, then I go after him and give 
him plenty of the same. I work on 
his weakness ” 

Daniel laughs lightly at the sug¬ 
gestion that he could make a foi- 
tune out of inflicting pain. “I love 
to bowl as fast as I can. I'm big 
and i really like to dig the ball in. 
When 1 was a boy 1 had two 


heroes. Charlie Griffith and Wes 
Hall. 

“As far as I’m concerned the 
gieatest tilings which have been 
invented are cricket — and soul 
music. 

“The key to everything is get¬ 
ting that rhythm, that control 
Michael Holding is becoming so 
great because he has the speed, 
the real speed, and he has learnad 
to control it perfectly. 

“I'm working on that now. Hurt¬ 
ing batsmen is nothing to do witii 
It What it is all about is giving 
them too many problems 

“There are davs when they get 
plumb wickets 

"And there arc other days when 
it >uits a fast man. Those days I'M 
going to give them hell.” 

— JAMES LAWTON 


Figures are fun 


(Unique Knott) 


IJPTO THE END of the NotHn- 
^ gham Teat, Alan Knott has 
scored 4,112 runs and made 247 
dismissals in 87 Tests. His batting 
performance at Trent Bridge has 
enabled him to set up a chain reac¬ 
tion of reemd “firsts” in Test Cric¬ 
ket;— 


His Test career-best 135 at Not¬ 
tingham is die highest score by an 
England wicketkeeper in any Test 
against Australia, beating the pre- 
vious beet of 12i) by Leslie Ames 
at Ltwd’a in 1934. 


Knott is the only England wic¬ 
ketkeeper to chalk up two Test 
centuries against Australia, his pre¬ 
vious one being 106 not out at Ade¬ 
laide in 1974-/S—the first England 
wicketkeepar to score a century 
against Australia on Australian 
soil. 

Ha has also made a century 
apiece against New Zealand (101 
Auckland 1971, 96 second innings 
same Test), Pakistan (116 Birmin- 
ffasM 1971), and West Indies (116 
Leeds 1976). Only IniBa has the 
honour to deny him n century in 
« I nn in gn Highest score: 90 The 
Oval 1971. 


Knott’s “Double” of 4,000 rum 
and 200 dismissals is not likely tu 
be ever surpassed by any Test wic¬ 
ketkeeper. Botii individually and 
collectively, tiie runs and the dis¬ 
missals are the highest by a Test 
wicketkeeper of any countiy. 

Alan Knott has Achieved the rare 
distinction of sharing in a record 
wicket partnership against every 
country he has played against. This 
“grand slam” record had eluded 
him until be equalled the sixth- 
wicket record of 215 runs with 
Geoff Boycott at Trent Bridge on 
July 30, 1977. He had partnered 
Tony Greig in a sixth-wicket record 
of 163 against West Indies at 
Bridgetown in 1973-74. Previously, 
he had set up a seventh-wicket re¬ 
cord against New Zealand witii a 
stand of 149 with Peter Lever at 
Auckland in 1970^71. He had also 
created a seventh-wicket record 
against India of 103 with Richard 
Hutton at The Oval in 1971, and ho 
also holds the seventh-wicket re¬ 
cord against Pakistan worth 159 
runs in partnership witii Petm- 
Lever at Birmingham in 1971. 


Foliow ’em 
with BBM 
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Ash win i and 


THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 





(as told to Samuel Banerjee) 


111 First Olympic 
gold 

H e tvoold not tolerate any re¬ 
mark against people who 
were not in a posiaon to bit back. 
He made me eulogize to the Hari' 
jan. That taught me a lesson: 
every man is equal, irrespmrtiec of 
caste, creed or colour. 

Lying there under the shade of 
the dky window 1 thought of my 
family, especially my father. I don’t 
remember playing **horse” with fa- 
dier as a child. I have no idea if 1 
ever ran into his Itv like most 
children do when "Papa returns 
home -from work.” I have only a 
hazy recollection of a tall dignified 
man walking into our home once 
in a blue moon. But whenever he 
visited Baripur, my mother Keram 
Kaur’s village, my unciea llaha 
Singh and Karam Singh gave him 
all attention. Once in a while he 
wottjid run his fingers through my 
hair. It was only when I was sin 
that I began noticing my father. I 
am ashamed to say It now, but I 
was still feeding on my mother’s 
breastt at that age. 

Perhaps, my father realized that 
I was not growing like a normal 
child. One day he took my mother 
and me away from Haripur to 
Moga. He quit political life and 
mined the ^v Samaj School. He 
had himself matriculated from that 
school and incidentally both father 
and I had the same principal 
Shriam Ishwar Singh, a bachelor, 
and himself a keen sportsman. 

Crouching there under the 
sky window I was biding from 
the man who bad quit active poli¬ 
tics to raise me. his only child. I 
had a beautiful sister Kulwmt 
whom we called "Sita” because of 
her striking beauty, ^e died of 
pneumonia at the age of three. I 
uaed to dote on her. Her innocent 
face lit upon my vision as I lay 


there under the shade. Yes, I was 
a “'nner.” I had not suffered the 
hard knocks of life in the normal, 
mere human fashion. One failure 
and I was scared; I asked myself: 
"Am I being truthful? Am I being 
honest?” 

A bell near by began to chime; 
it was already 10 o’clock. 1 had 
been there on the roof almost four 
hours. 1 could see my house. I saw 
the entire drama. Hour after hour 
people flocked in front of the gate 
obviously to express concern for a 
son who had run away, ^ere was 
chaos. Scores of neighbours went 
out in different directions, on bi¬ 
cycles, on foot, looking for the 
"lost one.” They sent men to the 
railway station and made enquiries 
at the police station for any sui¬ 
cide case hoping to find me among 
the dead. They kept coming back 
in ones, twos and threes shaking 
their heads. I did not feel hungry, 
but thirsty I was. My Ups were par¬ 
ched and there was a peculiar dry¬ 
ness in the throat. Twice I was 



Ashwini Kumar 


tempted to end the drama. 1 fully 
realized 1 was torturing my loved 
ones. Darshan was miserable and 
Gurbacban Kaur, another cousin 
who lived with us. paced the court- 
' yard impatiently. 

My mother was becoming more 
and more impatient. I saw father 
holding her back. Then suddenly 
I saw her break free. Weeping she 
walked down the road, flailing her 
frail arms, looking to her left, look¬ 
ing to her right, listening to no one. 
My father followed her. She turn¬ 
ed and ran back to the house and 
threw herself down at the gate. 
Gurbachan came running to lift her 
up, my father ran too. That did it 
A ^ord seemed to sn^ somewhere 
deep inside me. 1 jerked myssdf up 
and on shaky legs climbed down 
the stairs gingerly. The sulking 
hero, his head buried in shame, got 
a homecoming. 

If fathm' was annoyed he did not 


show it. Mother’s cup of joy waa 
full to the brim. Gurbacban giggled 
away, suppresidng her tears, am 
Darshan had his arms roiutd me. 
giving me strengtii. The neii^bour* 
melted away. 

Father did not say anything. But 
I was thoroughly ashamed m myw 
self. For several days I did not 
budge from the house: 1 just sat 
and brooded. The feeling of frus¬ 
tration now was not so much for 
the failure as it was for the pain 
I had inflicted on my parents. What 
would my friends say? Father ask¬ 
ed Darshan to take me on a sight¬ 
seeing visit to Amritsar and La¬ 
hore. And that visit proved to Iw 
the turning point of my career. 

Accompanied by Darshan and 
one of our neighbours, R a n j i t 
Singh, 1 went to Khalsa College at 
Amritsar. It was there that I met 
Harbail Singh for the first time. 
Neither Darshan nor Ranjtt had 
told me that they wanted Harbail 
to assess my talent and, perhaps, 
agree to recommend my admission 
to Khalsa College for my FA final 
year. Harbail did not think much 
of my game and politely rejected 
me. He asked Darshan and Ranjit 
to make me practise harder after 
watching me play on his ground. 

National Hockey 

A LITTLE known fact about our 
" National Hockey Champion¬ 
ship relates to the trophy given to 
winners. This major championship 
has had a chequered career. 
tween 1928, when it was first in¬ 
troduced, and 1944, the nationals 
were run on a two-yearly basis. 
And surprisingly for the first few 
years of the competition the In¬ 
dian Hockejr Federation did not 
have an official trophy to give to 
the champions. But in 1953, an In¬ 
dian team visited New Zealand and 
the Maoris — the original natives 
of that country — presented them 
with a shield in appreciation of 
India’s hockey wizardry. Thu Maori 
shield became the official national 
trophy. 

We had won the shield in 194$ 
and 1947. That was the last we saw 
of the trophy. It stayed in Lahore, 
then the headquarters of the Pun¬ 
jab Hockey Association, and after 
Partition the West Punjab author!- 
ties refused to return it. I learn the 
Maori tiiield is now symbolic of 
hockey supremacy in Pakistan. It 
was not until 1951 — the year 
Punjab completed a habtrick of tri¬ 
umphs in the natiiHials that the 
IHF again had an official trophy 
the handsome Rangasummy Cu^ 
that was donated by "The Hindu” 
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in the name of one of its finest 
editors, a men who had hhnself 
been a lover of hockey. 

Immediately after Independence, 
Sir John left for England and Sant 
Prakash Singh became Punjab’s 
first Indian Inspector General of 
Police. He had with bun a young 
officer Ashwini Kumar who was 
then posted as Superintendent of 
Police, Ambala. The entire credit 
tw tius new Punjab Police team 
and its revival after Partition, goes 
to these two gallant officers. 

The old Punjab team, the last 
national champions of undivided 
India, was minus Gurcharan Kan- 
dhawa, who went away to the USA 
for further studies, Anwar (goal¬ 
keeper), Shahrukh (left-half), Dara 
(inside-ri^t), Aziz (inside-left) 
and Khurram (left-extreme) all of 
whom stayed back in Pakistan. We 
had also lost Amir Kumar who got 
a job in Bombay We faced a dif¬ 
ficult task in training the new 
team; we had oo time for proper 
conditioning. Players of the Police 
Force comprised of a large chunk 
of State players, were not in good 
shape when free India’s first na¬ 
tional hockey championship came 
along. The riots and the frequent 
calls on the police to quell tiouble 
took a great deal of our time and 
we hardly had serious practice 
Hie Partition had tent asunder 
our hockey establishment Punjab 
had to start from snatch. 

In one of the practice matches 
against the Sikh Centre our talen¬ 
ted centre-half Gurbux Singh was 
grievously injured, lie was tackling 
an attacker trom the wrong side 
and as the rival swung bis stick it 
hit him in the eye, almost gouging 
out an eye Asiiwini, who was him¬ 
self playing with us, rushed to 
Gurbex, and realizing that the in¬ 
jury merited immediate attention, 
sent his men running for a local 
doctor. Gurbex, who could double 
as an excellent inside right, was in 
terrible pain. Yet be reacted bra¬ 
vely With his face smeared in 
blood and holding his shattered 
eye in a handkerchief, he wise¬ 
cracked; “People will now call me 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh." Gurbex 
was a regular member of our own 
Ferozepore Police team. I had 
known him as a gritty player. Ash¬ 
wini arranged tor a taxi and sent 
Gurbex away to Amritsar where 
Tulsi OasB, a renowned eye sur¬ 
geon, performed an emergency 
operation. Tulsi Dass, who later 
became the first Director of the 
famous Post Graduate Institute of 
Medical Sciences and Research, 
Chandigarh, saved Gurbex’s other 
eye. He may have become blind 
but iw Ashwini Kumar’s prompt 
action. The injury, however, ended 
Gurbex Singh’s career. 

Down the years Ashwini earned 
file respect of players We were 
free to walk into his chambers and 
tell him about our problems As 


senkir player end emftain of file 
Punjab Police team between 194fi 
and 1961 I was quite close to him- 
He entrusted to me the task ni 
making the Punjab Police team the 
strangest in file country. And now 
I can look back with satisfaction 
and say truthfully that I always 
acted in the best interests of my 
team, as player, manager, coacn 
and team captain. Ashwini made 
me into a coach and team tactician 
at quite an early a^. 1 was 24 when 
I earned my India colours at the 
London Olympics in 1948. And 
since then 1 nave been associated 
with the grooming of ;foung play¬ 
ers It has been a long innings and 
I still feel I can teach a hockey 
lesson or two to the best roaches 
in the world, it is no vain boast. I 
have proved it by training an India 
XI at a time when the chips were 
down and won tor the nation the 
coveted World Cup at Kuala Lum¬ 
pur in March, 1975. 

Sad story 

The 1976 Olympic debacle makes 
me very -ad It is a pity that the 
olficlals entrusted with the team 
were unable to make use of the 
best talent given to them I lefuse 
to believe that the team to the 
Montreal Olympics would have 
done as badly as it did, had I been 
with the boys. A good coach is one 
who is able to draw the best out of 
the players The officials who went 
with the team were unable to in¬ 
spire them Despite the success at 
the 1975 World Cup, I was uncere¬ 
moniously censured by the Indian 
Hockey Federation and dropped. 

I still do not know oificially what 
my tdult was. I may be mistaken 
but 1 guess the men in power do 
not like people who have been, at 
any stage, associated with Ashwini 
Kumar If this is true, they must 
be narrow minded people. I hope 
my tears are incorrect. It the IHF 
bosses want me to prove to them 
that I do not belong to any camp 
they are mistaken. I can never do 
that. My actions should speak for 
myself. Where were they when 1 
lost my dear father in the early 
days of the Chandinrh camp for 
the preparation of the 1975 World 
Cup team’ They never bothered to 
know that I neglected my seriously 
sick wife while the camp was on 
1 struck to my duty. Personal loss 
and mental anguish meant nothing 
to me. I lived with the boys, trea¬ 
ted them as ft lends and acted as 
their mentor and guide. And vfiiat 
did I get in return? The sack: a 
big humiliation for some obscure 
reference 1 bad made in my re¬ 
port to the IHF Was it justified? 
I did everything in the interest of 
Indian hockey 

If the IHF bosses arc hoping that 
I would openly declare allegiance 
to them they are tackling the 
wrong man. I have and will always 


bay* qpedal regard fiw Aahwtgi 
KuMer: not beMuse ke phfired • 
majer role la my grooming but 
because et the tremendous boost 
ho gave to Punjab sports. Those 
who have Uved throt^ file harr 
rowing eiqierience of Partitiisn 
know that partifioned Punjab 
would not have made much head¬ 
way in niorta in the early days id 
Independence bad it not been for 
Ashwini Kumar. 

Punjab was able to come heck 
with a vengeance and win the Na¬ 
tional chempioiiifaipa of 1949, 19SD 
and 1951 when we registered a hat- 
trick of triumphs. A^wini Kumar 
was equally interested in other 
sports disciplines — atfawtiies, 
voUeyball, besketball, wrestUng, 
gymnastics and football. He was 
always willing to recruit taUmted 
sportsmen in the police force. 
Whenever I went to him with sug¬ 
gestion of recruiting potential In¬ 
dia material he agreed. If Punjab 
Police threw up a host of Oifm 
Plans, especially in hockey, it was 
because of Ashwini Kumar'a 
efiorts. As Director of Sports in 
my State I know that Punjab owes 
to him a debt of gratitude. 

Ashwini knew our 1948 Punjab 
team wasn’t good. We had many 
fledglings. And naturally our out¬ 
ing to the nationals was disappoint¬ 
ing. We lost in the early rounds 
and returned home dispirited. I 
was even more miserable when I 
was dropped from the list of 29 
probables chosen for trials prior 
to the selection of the Indian team 
to the 1948 Olympics. Also out of 
the list were Amir Kumar and Gen¬ 
tle. There was a hue and cry in the 
national press against our omis¬ 
sion Seasoned columnist A.FS. 
lalyarkhan and other critics re¬ 
minded the IHF of my excellent 
diowing in the two pravious na¬ 
tional cbampionHiips and also the 
fact that the IHF had selected wm 
in the team that toured Ceylon du¬ 
ring the previous season. Moat 
observers noted that 1 had fallen 
prey to the short-sighted selection 
policy of the IHF. Punjab players 
were not considered because the 
State had lost in the earlier rounds. 
Our excellent diowing had been 
forgotten, critics wrote. 

One day while playing at Feroze- 
pore’s Hearne Park (now Ndiru 
Park) a telegram was delivered to 
me. It was from A.'C. Chatterjee, 
then Secretary of the Indian Hoc¬ 
key Fedmation asking me to join 
the camp for Indian probables at 
Bombay. 1 was elated. Here was my 
chance. **I must play my best," I 
told myself. 1 took the first train 
to Bombay. 

(to be continued) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Publiuiing House Pvt. Ltd., New 
Delhi-110002. 
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Athletics--——' . . . 

Oerter on the gold trail again 



Recently the ^O-year-old 
Oerter (tea) thmen fartlier 
dtM the IS^year-eld Oerter 
did in Melbourne in 19% 



A L OERTER is throwing the dis* 
^ cus again. Yes, he’s having a 
werkout. Not merely a bit of exer* 
cise to keep a 40«year<old body 
from getting flabby, but a genuine 
full-scale Moscow-here-I-come work¬ 
out. Hairing won four gold medals 
in the discus in four successive 
Olympics — 19S6 to 1968 — Al 
Oerter has climbed down from 
Mount Olympus and is going for a 
fifth in 1980. 

Considering the places in which 
he h a s competed — Melbourne, 
Rome, Tokyo and Mexico City, 
among them — C. W. Post College 
in Long Island seems a quiet sport 
to prepare for such an assault, but 
Oerter lives just few miles down 
the road in West Islip with his 
two teen-age daui^ters. Changing 
into shorts,’ T Shirt and running 
shoes, Oerter jams his jeans and 
(lowered shirt into a canvas bag 
and heads for a distant field where 
members of the Post track team 
are unlimbering. The day is un¬ 
seasonably hot, in the upper 80s. 
“Good for an old mm,” Oertei says, 
“You pull muscles when it’s cold ” 

He makes a quick stop at his 
bi ight red Fiat, puts the canvas 
bag away and produces a pair of 
discuses “I have to get these two 
at 3 time,” he says, "After a year 
they begin to chip Oh, I suppose 
if T were throwing on some nice 
soft grass in California they would 
Inst longer, but the frozen ground 
Heie m the East chips them.” 

Get ter casually scales one of the 
discuses 100 feet, then jogs after 
It Walking back, he tosses it over¬ 
head scveial times, catching it as 
easily as most men would a silver 
dollai Aftei stretching exercises, 
he joins the Po^i athletes at a cage 
where they are tossing the ham¬ 
mer, shot and discus. If they are 
awed by the massive four-time- 
guld medal winner, they do not 
show It, but then Oerter has be¬ 
come a taniihar figure on campus. 
For his part, Oerter tries not to 
impose himself upon the young 
weight men Only once during his 
workout will he make a critical re¬ 
mark, and then it is done quietly 
to their coach, Al Dawsim “The 
kid is dissipating all that energy,” 
Oerter says, “Scared or iouling or 
something.” 

When it is his turn to throw, 
Oerter stands for a few moments 
at the back of the cage, well be¬ 
hind the throwing circle He is con¬ 
templating his motion. Ideally, if 
the soies of his shoes were painted, 
leaving footprints in the iing on 
his first throw, the second would 
produce exactly the same set of 
footprints. Entering the ring, Oer¬ 


ter turns his back to the field, than 
launches into a crouched whidup, 
ajdnntng t} times and releasituc die 
discus. Out in sails, twice as fw as 
anybody else is throwing anytibiiig 
at C. W. Post. 

And now, warmed up, Oerter 
takes a towel and places it on a 
chalk stripe tOO feet from the ring. 
"1 like to have a goaL” he says, 
“even in practice.” His first toss 
lands juat shm*!, but the secaad 
carries oym* the towel by a couple 
of feet. On this warm day on Long 
Island. Al Oerter, age 40, has just 
thrown the discus farther than bo 
did when he won gold medals in 
Melbourne, Rome and Tokyo. 

It is a feat he attributes to ini- 
proved technique and a carefully 
controlled diet that has replaced 
the piles of mashed potatoes he 
used to eat to build up his body. 
Still his throw is some 30 feet 
short of Mack Wilkins’ world re¬ 
cord, but Al Oerter has never 
cared about world records. He has 
always been an Olympics man. 

Because Oerter has been out of 
competition since early 1969, a 
brief reminder of his heroics ism 
order. If none of his four Olympics 
was he the favourite, nor was he 
the reigning world record holder, 
yet each time be set an Olympic 
record. His weight giew from 235 
pounds in Melbourne in 19S6 to 
295 in Mexico City in 1968. He was 
the first man to throw the discus 
200 feet. His winning throws in the 
Olympics ranged steadily upward 
from 184* 11" in Melbourne to 212* 
6” in Mexico City. 

It is noteworthy that when Lud- 
vik Danek of Czechoslovakia won 
the discus in 1972 in Munich, his 
distance was more than a foot short 
of Oerter’s 1968 mark (Danek was 
35 at the time. The 1948 Olympic 
Champion, Adolfo ConsolinL tot 
off his best throw when he was a 
month shy of 39. Former world- 
record holder Fortune Gordein was 
still a world-class competittn- at 37, 
and Jay Silvester competed in the 
Montreal Olympics at 38. Diere is 
ample precedence for excelling in 
the discus at an advanced age.) 

Tokyo may have been Oerter’s 
most dramatic victory. Two years 
before, in 1962, he had pinched a 
nerve in his neck that immobilised 
his left side when he tried to 
throw. Three doctors told him tq 
rail it quits, but Oerter and ano¬ 
ther doctor had a horse collar buUt 
out of foam rubber and plastic, 
and Al went on throwing. In Tokyo, 
six days before he competed, Oer¬ 
ter slipped in a wet ring and tore a 
cartilage lose from his rib cage. 
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1. 1« an uitevea or incbmpleta 
exttntoioB of the arnu permit- 
tod in the two hands snatch 


2. When does the game com¬ 
mence in billiards? 


of his exercise, what is the 
penalty? 

7. During his glide the shot pot- ; 
ter hits the insiite edge of the' 
stop board with his toQt, is it 
a foul? 


3. Can the boxing referee stop 
a bout if he considers it a one 
sided affair? 

4. In every game frmn which 
court does the tennis player 
•tart serving? 

5. Is a golfer allowed to remove 
or press down any irregulari¬ 
ties of the ground which could 
in any way affect his stroke? 

6. If a coach speaks to the gym¬ 
nast during the performance 


ANSWERS: 

1. No. 2. When the cue-ball has 
been finally placed on the table 
and struck witii the tip of the cue, 
by the first player. 3. Yes, if in the 
referee’s opinion the weaker boxer 
has no possibility of winning. 4. 
From the right court. S. No. 6. 0.10 
to 0.30 points depending upon the 
difficult or risk involved, or the 
parts of the exercise or combina¬ 
tions influenced. 7. No, as long as 
he does not step on it. 


Heard this oiie? 

T he score was two an, with three 
minutes to go, and the crowd 
was going wild wi^ excitement. 
Suddenly one of the spectators 
went dotm on his hands and knee* , 
end started seardiing under the 
seats. 

“Wtat on the earth «re .you dm . 
ing?” grumbtod another member 
of the crowd. 

Tm lookii^ for nqr plecw: ajf ' 
toffee,’ said ^ other, *If^ net je« ; 
ing te be much use to you now, in 
ell that dirt.' 

*lt*s not tiiaC said the first asan. ; . 
*My teeth ere in it* 


Again doctors advised him not to 
throw and again Oerter declined. 

Shot full of novocaine. taped like 
a mummy and unable to lie down 
between throws because of the 
pain, Oerter got off the winner on 
his next-to-last attempt, an effort 
that brought him to his knees in 
agony. **1 thought my ribs would 
fall off,” he said at the time, “The 
pain was so rough it destroyed 
all my feelings for competition for 
a long time afterwards.” 

Mexico City was not much better. 
A week before his event, Oerter 
pulled tile adductor muscle high 
on the side of his riidit thigh. “It’s 
the worst thing thst can happen 
to a discus thrower,” he says. "1 
couldn’t make an involuntary left 
turn.” 

He also had to contend with a 
chronic cervical disc injury, but he 
refused to wear his collar because 
it hampered his throwing. The day 
of the discus competition dawned 
sunny, but a heavy rain postponed 
the event until late in the after¬ 
noon. After two throws Oerter was 
in third place. But on his next toss 
—with what Silvester once des¬ 
cribed as “that freight train right 
arm"—he blasted one out 212’ 6”, 
more than five feet farther than 
he had thrown before. Oerter won 
his event for an unprecedented 
fourth time. 

Shortly after Mexico City he 
called it quits. Too much pain, too 
much pressure, most of it brought 
on by his own demands on himself. 
"I think the best thing for me to 
do is to slide out of this gracefully,” 
he said. He was 33, he had a wife, 
two daughters and a job at Grum¬ 
man Aircraft as data commonica- 
tioBs manager. He jogged, he skied, 
he went boating and he played ten- 
nia. His weight dropped to 240. 

Some people figured he would 
come put of retirement just be¬ 


fore the Munich Olympics, but he 
never gave it a thought. He even 
declined an invitation to attend the 
Games as the US Olympic Com¬ 
mittee’s guest. “I’ll watch the fool 
event on tcicvi.sion.” he said. “I'll 
prcbably get so wound up I’ll start 
training for 76.” 

This year Oerter and his wife 
were divorced. “It was perfectly 
amicable” he liayt. “She’s an artist 
and has her own studio. She wanted 
to get a better idea of her own 
self.” Al’s daughters, Crystiana, 
now 18, and Gabrielle, 15, remain¬ 
ed with their father. 

In the late 1975 Oerter became 
involved with Bud Greenspan’a 
televised series The Olympiad. One 
segment was “The Incredible Five,” 
of which A1 was one, along win 
distance runners Emil Zatopw and 
Paavo Nurmi, sprinW^urdlar 
Fanny Biankers-Kocn and gymnast 
Vera Caslavska. Watching lilma on 
past Olympics — crowds cheering, 
flags waving, athletes performing 
— Oerter felt the juices bubbling. 

Then one February evening in 
1976. while having dinner in New 
York with Greenspan and members 
of his staff, Oerter said, “Bud, I’m 
very taken by what you’ro 
doing.” 

“Well, we’re very taken by what 
you’re doing for us,” Greenspan 
interruped. 

“What 1 mean," said Oerter, "is 
that maybe iTi try to do what I 
said I’d do in Melbourne. I want 
to try for a fifth gold medal.” 

Greenspan was elated and decid¬ 
ed immediately to film Oerter’s 
comeback. The next day A1 phoned 
him. “I’ve been thinking about all 
the money this is going to cost 
you," he said. “What if I don’t 
win?”, 

“You let me worry about that," . 


said an amused Greenspan. ”ye«i 
just train.” 

Oerter began. It was too late tt> 
be ready for Montreal, and a long 
time before Moscow, but it wasn^ 
easy. He pulled several muscles and 
broke his right ankle. His diet now 
consists of raw protein mixed wi% 
such things es a blended drink at 
honey, raw eggs, yeast or orange : 
juke, plus meal bread, fradb 
vegetabias and brown rice. 

He tiirotvB four times e week at 
Post. Twko e week be drives to the 
nearby home' of Jtdin Boos, a far¬ 
mer Mr. World, who has a welii^t 
room in hit cellar. "That’s lor 
upper-body work,” soys Oerter. 
For lower-body work he goes to n 
health club near his hoineln Hick» 
villa. As a result his weight ia ap> 
preaching chanqplonship levei aaq 
his jacket slse has incraased from 
46 to 52. 

What does Mac Wilkins, the cur- 
rent (Mympk champion and wmMr 
record hol^r at 232’ 6”. think ft 
all tiiis? “1 only have piwitive 
feelings about the man and what 
he’s done,” Wilkins says. “At his 
age he's probing new jkontlert on 
what the human body ia cmmble 
of doing. It will be interesting te 
see what happens. I still think, 
however, that Al is throwing the 
discus primarily for die enjoyment 
of throwing, while keepiiw the 
door open for competition." 

That’s the way Oerter wants it 
“I hope Mac keeps me back there 
on a recreational basis all the wey 
to Moscow,” he says. Oerter intro- 
dwed himself to Wilkins at last 
winter’s AAU indoor meet in New 
York. "We just said hello,” Al 
says. “I should have been wearing 
the T shirt a very special friend 
gave to mo. It has MOSCOW GOLD 
written on it” 

Courteay: Sports JUustratad 
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CEAT» 

The tyre that 
professional drivers’ 
choose for 
durability and 

dependability. 


Because it*s BORN TOUGH. 


For a decade, truck and taxi drivers 
have preferred Ceat to any other tyre. 
For obvious reasons. It's the most 
earefuily built tyre in the country. 
Designed for cooler running, longer 
mileage and double retreadability. 

The unique tread pattern assures 
exceptional road grip, anti>skid and 
instant-braking properties, and 
has special 'sipes' to provide that extra 
margin of safety. Ceat's superior 
technology, relentless research and 


development and master craftsmanship 
give you a tyre that's durable, 
impact-and-abrasion-resistant, strong 
and reliable. For quality that leaves 
no margin of risk—Ceat. 


born tough 
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Somewhere there a starter who can't stand the shorts 
getting shorter . . . Britain’s relay souad poses the pro¬ 
blem Donna Hartley (left), Sharon Colyear, Lesley Klee* 
nan and Sonia Lannaman 


O H. Mr Starter. However could 
you take exceptiaii to (his view 
of Britain's sporting birds? 

But apparently somevdiere tho-e 
is a man with a gun who objects 
M fwiag up to his responsibilities. 

He refuses to go to the rear of 
die raceetarting line when the 
girls are'wearing shorter and shor¬ 
ter shorts. 

And so he was politely invited 
not to attend the Sunsilk-sponsored 
Women's National Athletics Cham¬ 
pionships at London Crystal Palace 
on August 19 and 20. 

“No names.’’ mid women’s com- 
mander-in-ebief Marea Hartman. 
Though her tone suggested she 
would like to shoot the martyr star¬ 
ter with his own pistol. 

One official will not be attending 
our championships because he 
thinks the latest ladies’ gear is un¬ 
suitable. 

“We are now seeking starters 
and marksmen with more modern 
thinking.” 

. Lining up to give a view of What 
the starter saw are from left to 


right; 400 metres record-holder 
Donna Hartley; sprinter-hurdler 
Sharon Colyear; 800 metres inter¬ 
national Le.sley Kiernan and the 
explosive Sonia Lannaman. 


And as newly-married Donna 
Hartley remarked: “Anybody who 
thinks like that man is a silly old 
starter. He should consider him¬ 
self lucky he can see us .'ike that.” 


What’s 

mTATE OLYMPIC ASSOCIA- 
^ TIONS became an anachronism 
in the sports structure of the coun¬ 
try about three decade.s ago when 
independent national federations 
wire formed for the promotion of 
di'(.iphne.s like athletics, aquatics, 
gynrina.stics, basketball and volley¬ 
ball tvhich were once under the 
direct control of the lOA and its 
affiliated units in the provinces. 
But they have been allowed to sur¬ 
vive on sufferance. 

Few of these associations arc ac¬ 
tive; all of them arc hot-beds of 
intrigue and can adopt peculiar 
political postures in the lOA where 
they exercise the right of the vote. 

Is the State Olympic association 
the parent body for the control of 
any sport in its area? That 'is a 
pertinent question after the tragic 
decision which has provided an 
uneasy solution to the faction 
squabble for power in the Amateur 
Athletics Federation of India? 

The House of Patiala has made 
a significant contribution to the 
development of sport in the coun- 
tt-y. Its members have been suitab¬ 
ly rewarded for it. The late Maha¬ 
raja of Patiala was the president 
of the lOA and the chairman of the 
AICS until his undoubted talents 
and charm were drafted into dip¬ 
lomatic channels. 

His brother. Raja Bhalindra 


up here—is it 

Singh, who played cricket at Cam¬ 
bridge. had a long innings as the 
president of both tne AAFl and 
the lOA. The Indian princes have 
been stripped of their titles, their 
privy purses and their perks. But 
feudalism has not been completely 
wiped out and some sports associa¬ 
tions merely present a democratic 
facade to conceal it. ^ 

Khosla and Khanna are aware of 
the polarisation of forces in the 
lOA. It was naive of them to have 
allowed the lOA observer, Bhalin¬ 
dra Singh, to have determined the 
thorny i.ssue of the body that the 
AAFI should iecogni.se as the re¬ 
presentative of Delhi. 

Bhalindra S'ingh reduced the pro¬ 
blem to a simple equation.- The 
DOA recognises the Kariar Singh 
group and that .should be the yard¬ 
stick for the AAFI. 

Fire and brimstone has been 
hurled at Bhalindra Singh from ail 
quarters over the decision. What 
did the AAFI secretary do to in¬ 
fluence it? Surely he was aware 
that the AAFI continued to do 
business with the association run 
by Khosla and Khanna. The AAFI 
had even accepted entries ' and 
affiliation fees from it. 

But Col. Kirpal Singh leans to¬ 
wards Buca Singh, the controver- 


a coup? 

sial AAFI president who has been 
allowed to remain in power u be 
derives his representation front 
the Kartar Singh’s athletics unit of 
Delhi. 

The gains of Montreal, where 
Sriram Singh and Shivnath made • 
tremendous imjiact on world opin¬ 
ion, have been deliberately squan¬ 
dered by the faction squabble in 
the AAFI. The lOA is to blame for 
the hasty decision that has provid¬ 
ed a most unsuitable solution to a 
thorny problem. 

The pigeon has been devoured 
by the fox. Bhuta’s representation 
was the crux of the matter. The 
lOA should have set up a proper 
tribunal to go into it. If the pre¬ 
sent decision is allowed to stand, 
athletics in Delhi will be complete¬ 
ly ruined. It has fallen into the 
hands of people who can lay no 
claims to any sort of expertise on 
track! and field and do not com¬ 
mand the respect and support of 
the clubs and the athletes. 

A Congress coup’ Or is it the 
work of the caucus that has been 
plotting to take over the control 
of the lOA for almost a decade? 
P. C. Jain could provide the ans¬ 
wer if Paiap Chand allows him to 
do so! 
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Badm inton-^- 

Toughening up Prakash 


t fnRAKASH was undoubtedly 

* the best player on View in 
the championships Delfs may have 
won the title, but there was no 
player who was so complete as 
Prakash; the only thii^ he lacked 
was comparative physical fitness 
to that of the ludonesiansl" lliese 
were the comments made by Uday 
Pawar, baby of the tour-member 
Indian badminton squad that par¬ 
ticipated m the first official World 
Badminton Championships at Mai- 
mo. Sweden, recently. 

The comments have special 
significance for one major reason 
— after more than a decade, India 
has succeeded in producing a play¬ 
er who can be counted amonj^ the 
first ten in the world. National 
champion foi the last six consecu¬ 
tive years, Prakash Padukone is, at 
the age of 22, one of the most 
exciting playets in the game. 

Feline grace matk his movements 
on the court, he makes optimum 
use of his 6 foot height, and his 
cQurtcraft and shuttle sense are im¬ 
peccable. The one thing he lacks, 
in a comparative sense, is stamina 

Against Sumirat of Indonesia, 
Piakash IS reported to have em 
ployed a far superior technique, 
and should have run out an easy 
winnei, but foi the fact that he 
could not play at a fast pace for 
long stretches He would play three 
or four points at a blinding pace, 
and then preserve his energies by 
playing the next few at a slower 
pare. Net so the tremendously fit 
Indonesian, who could keep going 
at a killing .speed. 

The above only underlines the 
absolute necessity oi peak physical 
fitness in tiic game today. It is 
doubtful whether the stroke-mas¬ 
ters of a bygone era could have 
withstood three games at the pace 
they are played today. The accent 
these days is on speed and power, 
and for a sustained effort in this 
sphere, fitness m mandatory. 

And the programme that the In 
donesians have is worth studying. 
1 had a talk with the Indonesian 
team manager Sumarsono, both at 
Tehran during the 1974 Asian 
Games and at Hyderabad during 
the Asian Badminton Confederation 
Championships last November, and 
some very interesting tacts came to 
light. I would like to outline them 
beiow in the context of what I had 
seen Rudy Hartono (eiglit times 
world, champion) do when he had 
last visited country in 1972. 

Looking at Hartono then, one 
could not help being impressed by 


his athletic build and his tremen¬ 
dous physical fitness. All the mus¬ 
cles that are required for badmin¬ 
ton had been uven individual treat¬ 
ment to develop them to the best 
extent. The thigh and calf muscles 
bulged, as did the biceps, mute 
evidence of the weight training 
that the Indonesians have as part 
of their training. 

The lithe frame of Hartono con¬ 
cealed tremendous 'explosive force’ 
that enabled him to often leap 
sideways in the air to intercept a 
flat toss that would otherwise have 
cleared him and reached the base¬ 
line. 

This ability did not come easily. 
Rudy had to work hard for them, 
as today- have the Indonesian top- 
notchers Liem Swic King, isumirat, 
Tjun Tjun, Christian and others 
Rudy was taken under the wing of 
the Indonesian Badminton Associa¬ 
tion, after he won the junior na¬ 
tional championship of his country 
in 1964 at the age of 15. The Bad 
minton Association of Indonesia is 
a non-government body, but has 
official sanction and patronage, 
though it operates autonomously 
Every year, following the national 
rhampioiiships, the 12 best players 
are selected, and put in a ‘training 
centre’. 

From then on, the playets under¬ 
go rigorous training. Physical exer¬ 
cises are done five tiroes a week, 
while the players have actual bad¬ 
minton practice sessions only four 
times in a week. This prevents 
them from over-playing or becom¬ 
ing stale. A four-mile run starts off 
the ronditionmg schedule, where 
the German ‘fartleg’ system is 
used, i.e alternate sprinting and 
jogging over distances of 100 
metres. 

Following the run, there is skip¬ 
ping with a rope, again alternating 
between fast and slow. This goes 
on foi half an hour, in which time 
they manage as many as 7000 skips. 
To toughen the wrists, the skipping 
rope IS swung occasionally so fast 
that it makes three full circles 
round the body beloie the feet 
tc.uch the ground again 

Afici this, there are callisthenics 
and limbering-up exercises toi ano- 
ihet half-hour. The practice se.s- 
sions usually last about thre^ solid 
hours, during which playeis are 
not allowed to leave the court, even 
tor a diink of water The games 
arc played at a scotching pace, 
often pitting two players against 
one, to improve the cue's staying 
powers and speed. For test reflexes 
and a quick eye. three players 



Prakash Padukone . . . will 
have to sweat it oat 


stand on each court, playing paral¬ 
lel shots that must not fly outside 
one-third of the court area. Usual* 
ty, games are not played as part 
of practice; ratiier, individual 
strokes are sharpened. 

Records of the players* heartbeat 
under stress are kept; and any ache 
or pain is soothed away with loving 
care by the camp masseur. Plajrers 
are paid up to $15 a day for just 
playing-like or salary I Fur^r, 
after their badminton-playing days 
are over, they are assured of being 
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Noreen Padua 


PROFILE 


n ADMINTON u in the blood of 
the Peduas of Alwaye in 
Kerala So it ia not a bit surpria- 
ing that Noreen took to the game 
at the age of eleven Noreen who 
has five brothers and three sivters, 
hai been rnresenting her State 
dod South Zone in the Nationals 
since 1963 

AU the brothers and sisters have 
been playing badminton but none 
has attained the heights that No¬ 
reen hat scaled Foui brothers re- 
ptesented their respective universi 
ties in their prime while the youn¬ 
ger ene is still playing for Calicut 
UniverMty Her elder sister is a 
former state player from Kerala 

In pat tnei ship with Jessie Phil 
lips, Noreen annexed the junior 
girls’ doubles title for two consecu 
live years in the 1967 and ’68 Na- 
iionals played at Madras and Jai 
pur lespectnelv ‘ihe his ficured 
in the national women s doubles 
bnals four times but has failed to 
win the roseted title even onie 

In 1971 and ’73 she had Jaya 
Phillips as her partner and in 1974 
and ’7S it was Lata Kailash In the 
1976 rankings of the Badminton 
Association t>f India Noreen was 
ranked No I and with Lata Kai 
lash held the No 1 spot in the 
doubles 

Not ten made hei debut fot In 
dia avamst Mai issm in the Ubc>r 
Cup ti< at 1 u< know in 197S She 
was a member of the Indian team 
which touted Russia under the 
IndoSmtet Cultiiiat Exchange pro 
gramme ui 1976 

Shi also played for the countt> 
tn the Asian Badminton Champion 
ships ar Hyderabad last year and 
the Nehru Mcmrnal tourney after 
the A'lan She is one of the pro 
babies tor the Indian team to play 
Malajsta in the Uber Cup tie at 
Kuala Lumpur 

Noreen has a strong backhand 


and cxec utes a variety of strokes 
with fluency Bui she is not as fast 
as she should be 

Noreen appteciates the stroke 
play nt Suresh Goel and admires 
Mrs Damasanti Tambe She was 
impressed bj the Chinese because 


of their fitness and swiftness on 
couit Besides badminton she likes 
music and movies 
Noreen intends to continue play¬ 
ing for another two or three vears 
before she decides to call n a day 

— RUMin J GAZDAR 



Prakash- 

set up with a spoils goods shop 
with official patronage, or mas 
seurs clinics, or as official coaches 
of the Indonesian Badminton Asso 
Ciaiion, who tour regulaily with 
the playcis Thus the players can 
play their badminton with a mind 
free ot strain as to their future 
and really concentrate all their 
energies to the game 

Poi example, Rudy Hartono, in 
competitive badminton until last 
year, is reported to have turned 
professional, and was very much 
thcare at the side of his team at 
Malmo, Sweden In fact, it was his 
hint to Sumirat at a vital stage of 
the match against Prakash that en 
ablbd the Indonesian to gain the 


■- from p 24 

day Msitono saw nothing wrong 
lit rubbing his charge's aching mus 
cle in the interval between the 
second and third games, or carrying 
water for his boys 

The players are taken abroad, 
on an average four months in the 
year, and are tamihar figures on 
the Lutopean and Asian circuits 
Their badminton lasts for about 
eight month* in a year, and they 
are often pcimitted a three-month 
rest totally away from badminton, 
to increase their yearning for the 
game and to prevent mental 
fatigue 

That IS bow they toughen them 
in Indonesia, and produce crop 
aftci crop of woi Id class players 


Prakash has not a wfait less talent 
than faem Swte King oi Sumuat, 
if anything, he seems a more com 
plete player His forthcoming trip 
to Jakarta to practise and tram 
with the Indonesians in theu camp 
for a few weeks ts really welcome 
news 

There is no doubt that this hard 
working, unassuming lad will im 
bibe some of their techniques of 
trainmg, and improve his own fit 
ness level Piakash, a worthy sue 
cessor to ihe great Nandu Natekai, 
has a lot of yeais of good badmin 
ton left in him Perhaps he may 
even go one step further than Na 
tekar—and emulate biihaids maes 
tro Wilson Jones’ feat of bring 
ing a wot Id title home to India 

- SHIRISH NADKARNl 
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Mahlsrashtra Chief Minksler, Vasantrao Patil unreit' 
ing a poftrait of B<Mid>ay Cricket AMociation 
former vtee-president, the late MaAu Deaai at the 
Garware Pavilion (left). The Main Hall waa na«»ed 
after him, Below: The Chief Minister giving away 
prizes to Rakesh TatMioo (die best senior cricketer 
of ISTS*??), Zulfiquar Parkar (the best junaoc 
crii^eter of 1976-77) and Padmakar Shivalkar 
(hii^mt wickcA-taker in the Ranji TrO|diy for 
. 197J-74 and 1974-75) 
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Bihar 

badminton 

P ATNA District badminton team 
annexed the P e b c o running; 
trophy defeating Dhanbad 3-2 in 
the First Bihar State Inter-District 
badminton championships. 

In first singles, Sandtp Ganguii 
of Dhanbad donated Ash ok Mishra 
of Patna, 154, 15-3. Chandra Vikas 
Sinha of Patna fought well to con¬ 
solidate their position beating 
Ferof Khap 10-15, 18-13, 18-13. 

In third singles, Arun Mishra 
scored an easy victory over Sandip 
Ganguii of Dhanbad- 

The first doubles went in favout' 
of Dhanbad. Sandip Ganguii and 
Faros Khan beat S. K. Singh and 
Chandra Vikas Sinha J5-7, 1.5-5. 

Arun and Ashok of Patna clin¬ 
ched the isiiiue beating Sandip and 






The Patna District baAniaton team, winners of the Bihar 
State Champion^lps 


Dulal Mitra of Dhanband in the 
last doubles. 

In the women’s events Singh- 
bhum District beat Ranchi 2-1 to 
claim Chhaganlal Adisara running 
trophy, 


Lalita (Singhbhum) beat Abba 
Sahay (Ranchi) 11-1, 11-0, Uma 
(Singhbhum) beat Neeta Suigh 
(Ranchi) 11-S, 11-4. Lalita and Uma 
(Singhbhum) beat Abha and Neeta 
10-15, lS-3, 

— INDU BHUSHAN 
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THE ART OF CRICKET- 


Wicketkeeping 

T he wickets in the early days 
were ill prepared and moreover 
there was some wild bowling. In 
the 1843 Oxford v. Cambridge 
match no less than 82 wides were 
chalked up. What a sensation that 
would cause today. 

It is even recorded that Little 
Dench of Brighton, fielding at long- 
stop, had a sack of straw tied to 
hi* chest to prevent injury. 

The modern heavily padded 
glove.*, with finger-stalls and inner 
gloves, help to protect the hands 
from injury, but even today most 
'keet^rs take the precaution of 
binding their top finger joints with 
adhesive tape to minimise the da¬ 
mage from a blow on the end of 
the finger. 

It was freely stated that George 
Duckworth put a steak in. the palm 
of his right glove to soften the 
blow.* when he was 'keeping to 
Harold Larwood. 1 cannot vouch 
for the accuracy of that but I do 
know Hie hands get very sore after 
a hard day taking fa.st bowlers. 

But it i.s not damage to the hands 
which 1 am primarily thinking of 
when 1 refer to courage. Most wic¬ 
ketkeepers have received blows in 
the face or on the head to say no¬ 
thing of plenty on the body. Tliey 
are unavoidable at times even by 
the most skilful. 

Wickets of all kinds, including 
sticky ones, are encountered. There 
is the occasional mishap such as a 
ball flying up off the top of a 
stump when a batsman is bowled. 
One such happening badly cut 
Langley's eye and put him out of a 
Test match. 

And apart from the danger of 
injury, the 'ke^er must keep go¬ 
ing and maintain his concentration 
throughout the longest and hottest 
days without flagging. 

Mis job is not finished when the 
ball has been delivered, for then he 
frequently has to run up to the 
stumps and try to lake a nasty, in¬ 
accurate return from the fieltL 
endeavouring to convert it miracu¬ 
lously into a run-out. 

To force the hand and nerve and 


sinew to serve their torn long After 
they are tired out demands much 
moral as well as physical courage. 

Fitness then is an in^rtant and 
valuable asset to any wickeilceeper. 

The people who devise practice 
wickets seldom think of the Aunt 
Sally. Have a look next time you 
see a practice area and you will 
probably find in most instances 
that the rear net is so close to the 
stumps that there would be little 
room in which a wicketkeeper could 
operate. 

Recently 1 saw a case where (he 
batsman, playing back, actually 
caught his bat handle in the over¬ 
hanging net with aeresultant nasty 
crack in the face. 

It is a good, idea to have at least 
six or eight feet between the 
stumps and the rear net so that a 


'keeper would have room in which 
to move. 

1 can’t think of any cricket 
ground where practice facilities for 
'keeping to a fast bowler are pro¬ 
vided. 

Perhaps this inattention to prac¬ 
tice facilities is one reason why 
you seldom notice wicketkeepers 
practising at the nets. They may 
also be fearful of damaipng their 
hands or receiving an injury of 
some other kind, for undoubtedly 
wicketkeeping holds more hazards 
than othei branches of cricket. 

But nothing produces efficiency 
like practice, which is the best way 
to learn how to avoid those injuries. 

I am a believer in sessions be¬ 
tween the bowler and the ’keeper 
without a batsman, especially when 
the bowler is of the slow, tricky 
type, so that his stumper can get 
to understand the wrist and finger 
movement without having to worry 
about his opponent. 

It is fatal if the bowler's own 
wicketkeeper can't spot his wrong- 
un. 

The most important parts of the 
outfit must be the gloves—dinner 
and outer. As an instrument is to 
a musician, they are the medium 


through which the ]»layer must dis¬ 
play his art. 

The inner gloves should be of 
chamms leather and put on slightly 
damp. 

The outers ^ould then fit snugly 
over the top. It is a mistake to have 
them sloppy, and unwise to use 
new gloves first time in a match. 
Normally they are stiff and require 
to be worked in by a fair amount 
of practice so that they become 
pliable and form a cap into which 
the ball snugly fits. 

Then the gloves need to be faced. 
The rubber surface tends to be¬ 
come shiny and sitppmy so a pre¬ 
paration is often used to make it 
slightly tacky. Neatsfoot oil is com¬ 
monly appli^ and so is eucalyptus. 
Mixed preparations are available 
in sports shops. The purpose is to 


have the rubber face properly con¬ 
ditioned, but be careful to see you 
don't overdo it otherwise this stic¬ 
kiness will be transmitted to the 
ball. 

I have heard many a bowler use 
harsh language about a 'keraer 
who over-prepared his idoves. The 
black sticky substance is particu¬ 
larly annoying when it gets on a 
new ball and thence on to the 
bowler’s fingers. And it militates 
against the ball swinging, too. 

Should special pads be worn? 
Well, I have seen them with spe¬ 
cial heavily reinforced top.* or even 
side levers down the outsides of 
the shins but I distrust them. I feel 
they make for clumsiness whereas 
speed is of supreme importance. 
Pads are only the second line of 
defence anyway—the hands are the 
things that really count. 

Two paints sometimes misunder¬ 
stood are:— 

1. That the batsman’s toe must 
be behind the popping crease; 

and 

2. That the wicketkeeper must 
not take the ball in front of 
the stumps for the purpose of 
making a stumping 

How often has one heard a spec¬ 
tator complain about a batsman 
being cut stumped because, so he 
claimed) the striker's foot was on 
the line. It may have been but he 
was still out. “Ihe marking of the 
creases is so designed that the dis¬ 
tance allowed ^ the laws from 
stumps to batting crease is mea- 
sufed to the inside of the line. 
Therefore, the foot must be kept 
behind. On the line is not good 
enoui^. It it out. 

Publishers: Rt^ tk Co. 

(to be contiiiued) 



by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 
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M A )k£ jHMtiTiiHt W bivai; up^]^ ' 

" marri««e?^ fr«wli an irat* 
Suteiiu Qbe»e from Kcagal .... 
that wratched hand of yours in 
Sportsweek, July i7di. 

A 4 3 
A Q • 4 

Sfo«7 

(N) 

Q 10 6 5 7 

10 7 € 2 J 9 S 

KJ9 (W) (E) 108654 

4 3 Q 9 6 2 

(S) 

K J 9 8 2 
K 3 
A 7 2 
A J 5 

Contract; spades". 

Lead: Club four, seven from 
dummy, nine from East, won by 
Knave in band. 

"How else can you explain the 
complicated task of working out 
the percentages of the "6 spade.s” 
contract that you assigned to me? 
No, it is not the percentages that 
are difficult to work out, but the 
different holdings involved. ... It 
was a hell of a job, but anyway 1 
have worked it all out. I had to 
make some basic assumptions . . . 
Yet, how can I take into account 
the probability of a particular open¬ 
ing lead? 

The work-out ht. submits is a 
little too elaborate to reproduce— 
I've been studying it at bed-time 
for weeks — it is more effective 
than the sleeping pills my doctor 
prescribes. However, these are his 
finding.s; 

Line 1; Finesse 64.16% 

Line 2 : Drop 58.32% 

Line 3 : Safety play 57 95% 

"In the final analysis I think that 
your line of safety play was defini¬ 
tely superior to the play for the 
drop and a close second to the 
finesse". This sudden promotion 
of line 3 over line 2 confounds me 
perhaps he is trying to be kind 
or is he simply exercising a bridge 
mathematician's licence? 

"And in any case, percentages 
are only a rough guide — a pause 
during the auction, a trance be¬ 
fore the lead, a vacant look — all 
these add up to a lot of percen- 
agea”. Ah, now you are talking 
manl 

"The ‘6 spade' contract becomes 
a cake walk if the spade finesse 
rides" writes Prabhakar Joshi of 
^mbay "you must have nerves of 
steel to reject it . . . . Thank God, 
West did not suspect you of peek¬ 
ing! I will be glad to tell you all 
about bridge madiematics — it is 
not as complicated as you think 
. . . .” He annexes a sort of thesis 
based on some astronomical num- 





by JIMMY MEHTA 


her of combinations in which the 
East West cards could be divided. 

Well, thanks both of you and 
several others who have given me 
the benefit of their mathematical 
calculations but I must confess if 
I had tried to work out all this be¬ 
fore playing the hand. I’d still be 
at the table deserted by partner 
and opponents, with a disciplinary 
penalty hanging over my head. 

“Percentages arc only a rough 
guide . as Santanu correctly 

points out. 

I knew whilst playing the hand 
that the finesse could be mathe¬ 
matically superior, but a little voice 
inside me kept urging that the 
finc.s.se was wrong. May be it was 
the opponent on my left who told 
me . . . unmeaningly of course! He 
was a fine young player but not 
very mature and usually as ner¬ 
vous as a kitten against me ... . 
he hasn’t caught me in one of my 
more munificent mood.s — worse 

luck for him.on this hand 

he appeared relaxed and did not 
even huddle before he found his 


•peainff lead.. Bis soeree ff aMace 
surely bis cards, so wmt ad||it 
thtsy be? Why Q lOxx of irunpaof 
eowrse--4viwt else could be respon¬ 
sible for his new4ound bappinm? 
This added up in my mind to a 
lot more percentages dian methe- 
matics could ever yield. This, and 
that fast, nonchalant, sU^tly sug¬ 
gestive opening lead. 

Well Santanu, ITI be glad to 
help in the divorce proceedings 
your wife has threatened but you 
don’t mind if I opt for your wife's 
brief rather than yours — do you? 
Without charge of course. 

One of Bombay's more promis¬ 
ing teenagers Kailesh Khubchen- 
dani has a new angle to offer on 
a hand he came across in an issue 
of the American Bridge World: 

X X 

Q J 9 8 X 
A X X 
Q X X 


A Q 1 0 X 
A K 1 0 X X 
X 

A X X 

Contract; 6 spades. Lead: DQ. Flan 
the play. What is the best line per¬ 
centagewise & or othetwise? Does 
it make any difference if your 
opponents are (a) internatioael 
experts, (b) national experts, (c) 
local experts, (d) almost expert or 
(e) wor.se. IJniil next week. . . . 


xtfaet^'vom 


Of TENNIS 




When choosing teams in doubles 
always-try to divide up the players 
evenly in a way that will make the 
best game for all. 




mn 


Bi 







‘How are you at very high lobs?” 


•ItTBIoBlI Kmih. 
n. Tribun. SyndicM* 
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ULACk AtraflpoM cattHag to «»• 
^ pedito hb Q-iide affencive. In 
ifaa middle game be gets a Pawn 
and bas all nia piecet well potted 
exc^t hi» King. White exploits the 
insecure position of die Blacfc 
King by accurate play with alter¬ 
nating threats to nnisn off with a 
mating attack. The game was play¬ 
ed in the International Tournament 
at Leningrad this year. 

' SEMI-SLAV DEFENCE 
White; Balashov 
Black: Mariotti 


1. PQ4, NKB3 2. NKB3, PQ4 3. 
PB4, PB3 4. NB3, PK3 5. PK3. 
QNQ2 6. BQ3, PxP (a) 7. BxP, 
PQN4 «. BQ3. BN2 (b) 9. PK4 PN5 
JO. NQR4 (c) PB4 11. PK5, NQ4 
12, PxP (d) NxP 13. BNSch, NQ2 
14. BN5. QR4 (e) 15. BxNch. KxB 
1S.00. BB3 17. PQN3, BxN 18. PxB, 
PKR3 (f) 19. BK3. BK2 20. NQ4, 
KRf^l 21. QRS!. PN3 22. QB3. 
KKl 23. NN5 (h) QxP 24. NQfich!, 
BxN 25. PxB, QQ2 2S. BxKRP, QxP 
27. KRKl. RB6 28. QK4. QRBl 29. 
(^RQl, KQ2 30. QQ4! (i) R1B4 31. 
BB4, QBl 32. QxP, QQRl 33. QR4ch, 
KK2 (j) 34. BNSch, PB3 35. QK41, 
NB2 (k) 36. BxPchl. KxB 37. 
QR4ch, PN4 38. QR6ch, KB4 39. 
RQ4I, Black resigns (1). 

(a) Meran Variation, more ag¬ 
gressive than 6. . . BQ3. 



(b) The main line is 8. . . PQRi 
9. PK4. PB4 10. PKS, PxP (or NN5) 
or 10. PQS, PK4. 

(c) Browne-Polugayevsky, Ma¬ 
nila, went 10. NK4, BK2 11, NxNch, 
NxN 12. QK2, 00 13. PK4. PB4 14. 
PxP, NQ2 15. PB6, BxP with equa¬ 
lity. 


(d) Better alternatives are i2 ... 

0R4, 12. . . PQR3 and 12-BxP. 

At Manila in 1975 Polugayevsky 
played against Mecking 12. NxP, 
NxN 13. PxN, BxP 14. 00, PKR3 15. 
NQ2 and now 15. . . NBSt produced 
interesting tactics; 16. 0B2, QQ4 
17. NB3, RQl 18. NKl, BQS 19. 
BQ2, NN4 20. BxNP, BN3 21. QB4, 
NQ5 22. QxQ, RxQ 23. BQS, NB4 
25, BB4, RQS 26. BNSch. KQl 27. 
BR3. RQ4 28. BB4. RxP and the 
game ended in a draw. In this 14. 


BNSch, KK2!? 15. 00, QN3 16. BQ3, 
PKR3 17. QK2. KRQl Uhlman- 
Larsen match 1971 is unclear (MCO 
11 ). 




" im g'inie.' 


take beetwie of IS. HK. 

(f) 18. .. SB4 seems preferable. 

(g) A strong move inducing 
King side weakening. If 21. . . KKl 
22. NxP. PN3 23. NN7ch, KBl 24. 
QxRP, KNl 25. NK6 with adequate 
compensation for the Knight 


(h) Intending a Pawn sacrifice 
to deprive die Black King of his 
defending Bi^op. 


(i) Black ^ms to have a good 
position with his doubled Rooks 
and an extra Pawn, bur this move 
suddenly creates problems. If 30... 
QB4 31. QN7 and the KBP cannot 
be defended. 


(j) 33. . . RB3 seems to offer 
better chances of defence e.g. 34. 
RxN>, PxR 35. QQ4. R6B4 36. QN7. 
QKII. 

(k) On 35. . . QB3 36. BQ2 wins 
the KNP. 

(l) 40. PN4 male is inevitable. 

END GAME 


Last week’s ending by G. M. 
Kasparyan, 'Evening l^ningrad*, 
1965: White: Kd7; N’s-bl, d3: P’s- 
c2, 12; Black: KdS; N’s-hl, g2; P’s- 
g6, h2, h6; draw. 1. Nd2!, Ng3 2. 
Pxk 3!, PhlQ 3. Pc4ch!. Kd4 4. Nf2. 
Qh5 (the only move) 5. rg4! and 
the Queen has no safe place. After 
5. . . Qc5 6. Nb3ch, ICxc4 7. Nxc5 
draws. 
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M ost famous sportsmen do 
not write their own books. 
They tell their life stories to 
Joumelists, who then put it all 
together, and make it into chap¬ 
ters, and write the book. For in¬ 
stance, Ajit Wadekar told bis 
story to K. N. Prabhu. And re¬ 
cently, Balbir Singh has told his 
story to Samuel Banerjee. 

So, I was not surprised when a 
leading hockey official, who has 
been an official for more than 
50 years, asked me to write 
about his experiences. 

An interview was fixed and I told 
the official to tell me first about 
his early days. I said: “That is 
hoyt Sunil Gavaskar and all 
sportsmen begin their books.” 

The official said: “Ever since I can 
remember, i wanted to be a hoc¬ 
key officiaL My father and the 
teachers in my school used to 
tell' me to concentrate on my 
studies, but I would sit in the 
classroom and dream about all 
my favourite players that I 
would insist on being selected 
for national teams,” 

“I see, it is going to be a very 
frank book,” I said, taking down 
his exact words and wondering 
where to put the commas and 
the full-stops. 

“No point in writing a book if you 
don’t reveal everything.” said 
the official. Then he continued; 
“I became a member of the In¬ 
dian Hockey Federation when I 
was only 18, partly through the 



efforts of one of my uncles who 
was the vice-president and wan¬ 
ted to keep die IHF within the 
family.” 

"You want me to put that down?” 
I asked. 

“Of course,” said the official. “In 
the beginning, I did not inter¬ 
fere much with the running of 
hockey, but as time moved on 
and 1 began to hold more and 
more important positions in the 
IHF, I began to interfere more. 
There was the time when I pre¬ 
vailed upon the committee not 
to include the country’s two best 
players in a training camp, be¬ 
cause I did not like their faces.” 

"This is all strong stuff,” I said. “1 
can see the book already going 
into a second edition.” 

“Yes,” said the official. “You can 
mention at this stage that I ac¬ 
companied most of our teams 
abroad, in my capacity as a lea¬ 
ding official, though 1 could not 
spend much time with the teams 
as 1 had other things to do 
abroad.” 


•“Whatever you s^." I said. 

“Also," continued the official, 
“th^e were times when I atten¬ 
ded various international tour¬ 
naments alone, or accompanied 
by other officials, as we did not 
have enough money to send an 
entire Indian team to participate 
in the tournaments. On these 
occasions, I used to go abroad as 
an observer.” 

“Tell me something about the dis¬ 
ciplinary action you have taken 
against various players,” I said. 

“I have always been a strict ffis- 
ciplinarian,” said the official, 
looking as he has looked many 
times at-players when India has 
lost a vital tie. “I can say with 
some pride that 1 have ruined 
several promising players* 
careers in the interest of disci¬ 
pline.” 

The official continued: “You must 
devote a chapter to my comple¬ 
ting 50 years as an official. Even 
in a country where sports offi¬ 
cials continue to serve the game 
for many decades, this was an 
achievement.” 

And, as I was leaving, I asked him 
when he would like the book to 
be released. 

“Not now,” he said, “only after I 
retire as a hockey official.” 

“And when will you be retiring as 
a hockey official?” I asked. 

“Not for another 30 or 40 years," 
he replied. 


^ COULD you give a U.st of 
players who have signed up 
for Kerry Packer’s “Super Series”? 


— R, A. Muralimohan (Bangara- 
pet) and Ashish Jalan 
(Bombay-26). 


A THE question now is whe- 
^ ther any more will join the 
list of withdrawals besides Thom¬ 
son and Kallicharran. 


Q WHAT will be the impact on 
Thomson’s withdrawal from 
the Super Series on India’s bats¬ 
men? 

— Pushpak N. Jasani (Gondia). 

A PRETTY solid. You can al- 
^ most hear the thud. 

Q WHAT has happened to Ro- 
han Kanhai’s visit to India? 
— D. P. Dash (Rourkela). 

A HE is coming to play in 
^ Dilip Sardesai’s match at 
Ahmedabad prior to the Indian 
team’s departure for Australia. 

Q HOW many wickets has 
Bishen Singh Bedi claimed 
against Australia? 

— Ajay J. Kelaskar (Bombay-16). 



A IM seven Tests Bedi has 
^ claimed 25 wickets for 655 
runs at an average of 26.20. 


Q IN which Test did Tony 
Lewis score a century when 
England visited India in 1972-73? 
— Vinod V. Arbatti (Bangalore-19). 

A IN the fourth Test at Kan- 
^ par. He was bowled by Abid 
AH for 125. 

Q WAS Charlie Griffith a left- 
arm bowler? 

— Nayan Bbattacharya (Bhilai). 

NO, he was a right-hander. 

Q WHAT is your frank opinion 
about Venkatraghavan? 

— T. K. Menon (Kerala). 


A A GOOD offspinner without 
^ doubt but not better than 
Prasanna except maybe in English 
conditions. 


Q WHAT is Vijay Amritraj’s 
date cf birth and what is his 
Madras addre.ss? 

— Gurkirat Singh (New Delhi) 
and Arvind Kumar (Gurgaon). 

A VIJAY was born on 14th 
^ December, 1953. Don’t you 
know he stays in Madras barely 
two or three weeks in a year? ■ 


Q WHICH is the richest sport 
among the following; motor 
racing, golf and tennis? 

— Ravinder K. Raina (Srinagar). 


A THE riches depend upon 
^ the individual excellence. 

WHERE is former national 
table tennis champion Niraj 
Bajaj these day.s — at home or 
ibroad? 

— Subodh V. Galgalikar (Karad, 

Vf ahai*ft«htr« V 


A very much at home but 
away from the table. 
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T.T. TOPICS 


The system can be better 


jjr N the light of the experience 
. ^ gained during the Western In¬ 
dia, the new system of the Regio¬ 
nal Championships and its impact 
on the players and the game need 
to be examined in some detail. 

First, the new system. It is basi¬ 
cally the same as the one introdu¬ 
ced last year. The players continue 
to compete on a knock-out basis 
till the quarter-final stage and then 
take part in a league among the 
quarter-finaiists, divided into two 
^oups. The only difference is that 
in the third and last stage, instead 
of the ^oup winners playing off 
for the title, the first two from each 

f rcup contest a semi-final and the 
nal. 

This, is an improvement in the 
sense it keeps the issue, open even 
after the completion of the group 
league and thus adds to the sus¬ 
pense and excitement. Besides, it 
gives a new lease of life, as it did 
in the case of Kabad Jayant, to the 
player finishing second in his group. 

At the same time, tht system can 
hardly be termed perfect. Had 
Chandrasekhar won the title, in¬ 


stead of Jayant, he would have 
done so without meeting the top 
seed and the National champion, 
Manjit Dua, who had lost to Ja- 
yant in the semi-final. 

This lacuna could be filled 
through a super league among the 
first two in each group. It would 
mean six matches instead of the 
present three in the final stage but 
the number could be reduced to 
four if those who bad already met 
in the group league are not asked 
to play again and the results of 
these matches takes into account in 
the final reckoning. However, a 
super > league would mean that 
there is no “final*’, a term that 
throu^ tradition at once arouses 
grandiose vision and holds tremen¬ 
dous attraction for the audiences. 

The basic question is whether 
we need a new system and whe¬ 
ther it can help to improve the 
game. It is true there are now IS 
matches involving the best ei^r 
players in the second and third 
stages instead of the seven in the 
conventional system of quarter¬ 
finals, semi-finals and the final. 


Thus the new system, at least in 
theory, ensures so much more 
value for the spectator’s money. 

In practice, however, it is seen 
that hardly three or four matches 
produce really good fare and the 
quality will continue to be at a 
discount so long as there is a wide 
disparity in the standards of the 
players. Besides, since only five 
tournaments — the four Regional 
Championships and the Nationals 
— will be played on the World 
Championship pattern, it is diffi¬ 
cult to visualise the new system 
making any great impact on the 
players and the game. 

On the other hand, the new sys¬ 
tem certainly puts a great strain 
on the players and organisers. 
Since there are more matches in 
the second and third stages and 
since these are all best-of-five 
affairs, the programme becomes 
too crowded and taxing on the last 
three days. And with the doubles 
sandwiched in between and a con¬ 
fusion — it almost became a con¬ 
frontation — caused by the dis¬ 
covery of a change in the system 
at the last minute, matches went 
on till late in the night during the 
Western India. 


This is an aspect that needs to 
be borne in mind by those organi¬ 
sing the remaining Regional Cham¬ 
pionships. In particular, they will 
do well to ensure that outstation 
players are available for five days 
instead of four so that the pro¬ 
gramme becomes less unwieldy and 
taxing. This, of course, will push 
up costs as it will involve an extra 
day's hospitality. 

The federation, on its part, ought 
to ensure that the Regional Cham¬ 
pionships are held according to 
schedule and that the organ»ers 
and the players are properly in¬ 
formed of the system, llie near¬ 
crisis On the penultimate day of 
the Western India Would not have 
come about but for the communi¬ 
cation gap^. The federation hardly 
ever informs the players, the press 
and the public nor does it ever 
respond to suggestions. 


Finally, it should be borne in 
mind that no new-fangled system 
can help to transform Indian table 
tennis. That objective can be 
achieved solely through the solid 
“home work” put in by the players 
and officials. 

— TOP-SPINNER 
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Chandrasekhar ... 
could have won 
without meeting 
the top 
seed 


Hectic week of road running 


nnHE capital witneMcd a hactlc 
week of road races climaxing 
with the Peltier Memorial Road 
relays on August 11, commemo* 
rating the Doc’s seventh death 
anniversary. 

The coaches at the Delhi Centre 
of the National Institute of Sports 
were of course the guiding factors 
in three of the four meets. Vijay 
Kumar Malhotra was the chief 
guest at cne of these functions and 
spoke warmly about'its conduct. 

This was the road races organi¬ 
sed by the Runners Clbb, an insti. 
tution which came into being only 
a year back. Earlier, in fact the 
drst of the meets, was the Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh Meet organised by 
Punjab Sports Club. Shamrocks 
Club and Olympic Youth, Delhi 


were the organisers of other 
two meets. 

The most interesting aspect of 
the meet was the heavy entry of 
the army teams, particularly 3 Ku- 
maon and Rajputana Rifles while 
Mulla Singh and Tara Singh of 
Sikh LI, who hit the headlines in 
the marathon event in the Chandi¬ 
garh Open Meet in May were the 
prominent stars. 

The Olympic Youth, Delhi, a 
club started by Dr. Otto Peltzer, 
observe the Doc’s birth and death 
anniversary religiously, and it was 
only fair that OYD with the help 
of the services of both Tara Singh 
and Mulla Singh, won the men’s 
4 X 1,S00 metres relay on August 
11 . 

St. Stephen’s College with Aditya 
Arora and S. D- Mudgii, Dhruv 


Khanna three of tbie mos t promis¬ 
ing juniors in the counh^, won the 
senior boys’ team rttiay wh ile Food 
Corporation of Itidfa wlio have 
grabbed most of the top runners 
in the capital claimed the u ’omen’s 
relay. Beys and girlu of dm Mod- 
U1 Nehru School did well it t their 
sections. 

The Shamrocks meet too was. 
dominated by Servietts runne rs in 
the open section with Tara & hn^ 
again doing well. He covered the 
8.5 k.m. course in 2(i:48.0. In the 
seven sections in this meet n uwe 
than 400 athletes took port. 

In the Runners Club races e, ar- 
lier Tara had again proved to m 
the best now over 10. k.m. wi di 
Moti Singh of 3 Kumaon surpri s- 
ing Mulla Singh for the secon d 
spot. Kamini Cheuhan expected^ v 
claimed the women’s 3 k.m. race < 
while Deepak Natarajan, a doctor ’ 
in the making, was the best in the 
senior boys’ section. 

Tara Singh in fact had set upon 
his victory trail with the Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh Meet organised by 
Punjab Sports on August 3. He 
outpaced a strong field to win the 
10,000 mettes in 30:41.0. Kamini 
Chauban was the best among_ wo¬ 
men athletes while Jagpal Sin^ 
Rana of Ghaziabad finished first in 
the boys under 19 section. 

— SW Correspondent 



Senior boys race in the Stasnrocks meet 


Cops in record -smashing spree 


A ce police swimmers, who had 
gathered in Ahmedabad for 
the All-India Police Aquatic Cham¬ 
pionships on August 5, 6 and 7 
achieved a unique feat — a record 
of records. They equalled one meet 
mark and shattered the records in 
the rest of the 13 events. 

However, the best of the perfor¬ 
mances came from Ashish Chakra- 
varty who bettered the National 
marks in the 100 and the 200 
metres butterfly events. 

But there was a stigma in his 100 
metres win. For, he had splashed in 
the pool before the rest and the 
starter’s gun. The 19-year-old from 
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, 
however, absolved himself of the 
‘sin’ of false start committed ear¬ 
lier by doing an encore in the 200 
metres race on the concluding day. 
On both occasions Chakravarty 
bested the record held by Yang 
Cheng Shin. 

The shy and soft-spoken lad. 
based in Chandigarh last year, fini¬ 
shed among the top six of the coun- 
try in the butterfly events. Ctai his 
performance here it seems sure the 



Ashish Chakravany . . • two national marks 

race is his when the Nationals will'^ His was record-breaking debut, 
be held here come October. Shyamlal was adjudged the best all¬ 

round swimmer of the meet. 

Another police star to make a To Chakravarty, however, went 
name in the rountry’s top frater- the special award for breaking 

nity will be Shyamlal of the Cen- two National records, from the 

tral Police Force. Eighteen-year-old Gujarat Police and the Indian 

Shyamia! proved himself the top Swimming Coaches’ Association, 

exponent in the freestyle events— Central Reserve Police won me 

the 400 and the 1,500 metres races. team championship with Border 

He has won a number of junior Security Force taking the second 

titles and is dead certain to carve spot. 

for himself a niche in the Nationals. — SW Correspondent 
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re and more people...| 

offer it with pride, 
smoke it with pleasure! 




r 








PANAMA 

The dgarette that 
blends superb quality 
with freshness. 


STATUTORY WARNING: CIGARfTTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH. 
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A GOLDEN TOBACCO PRODUCT. 
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Soccer talk-in 


T he iaaportance of an event is 
rejected in the publicity it 
Cett throng the media. By this 
criterion, if not by anything else, 
the Jahsan Celebrations tourna¬ 
ment that concluded recently in 
Kabul it a minor event. 

Even the annual Merdeka Festi¬ 
val tournament in Kuala Lumpur, 
which this year reportedly carried 
a prise money of %,000 Malaysian 
dollars and for which India were 
not invited, was reported more re¬ 
gularly and at greater length than 
the Kabul tournament in the In¬ 
dian press. 

Yet the All-India Football Fede¬ 
ration, perhaps at the behest of 
higher authorities, and many fol¬ 
lowers of the game, have attached 
disproportionate importance to the 
Kabul tournament. A camp of 
much longer duration was conduc¬ 
ted at Patiala tor it than i.s being 
done at Bangalore tor the more 
important and presiigeous , Park 
Cup tournament that will be held 
at Seoul trom the first week of 
September. 

Incidentally, apart from a very 
brief radio report of India’s loss 
to Pakistan nothing is known of 
the team’s showing at Kabul While 
other federations have issued 
statements through the national 
news agency, .Saniacfaar, about the 
performances of their representa¬ 
tives, the AIFF have not thought it 
fit to let the Indian football fans 
know the results obtained by our 
below-strcngth team. 

The Kabul squad was not a fully 
representative one. As a result 
many of them may not find a place 
in the team to Seoul. This should- 
have made the AIFF run a longer 
camp to weld the players who had 
reported for the Patiala camp and 
those who did not and will be at 
Bangalore into a strong one that 
could retrieve some of the coun¬ 
try’s former high standing. 

The AIFF may put forth the 
time spent at Patiala and at Kabul 
as a reason for not requiring the 
Kabul team members to report at 
Banulore earlier. But then the 
AIFF, in the past, have kept play¬ 
ers in a camp for one tournament 
while some others have been wear¬ 
ing the country’s colours in ano¬ 
ther. 

The authorities could have 
sought the release of the Calcutta 
and Bombay players much earlier. 
Especially as both East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan may have been more 
willing to be persuaded to releMe 
their players after their key Senior 
League match for a tournament of 
higher standing. 

I have always found fault with 
the AIFF for making too heavy a 


The AIFF’s wrong again 


demand on the Calcutta giants. 
Like picking too many players, by 
satisfying which the clubs would 
not only expose themselves to the 
wrath of their members but also 
in the long run adversely affect 
The standard of play of the clubs, 
of Bengal and of the country. 

This time I find iault with the 
AIFF for not demanding release of 
the Calcutta and Bombay players 
tor at least a three-to-four week 
camp. As I mentioned earlier the 
key match between East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan was played by 
then and the League title virtually 
decided. 

The threat of disciplinary action 
against the clubs and players tor 
lion co-operation in building up a 
strong national side would have 
\ 


had more force ar /d justification on 
this occasion. i 
By the way, tl jie threat sent 1^ 
telegram to Western India 

Football Assoch ition in the event 
of players not b< sing sent to Patiala 
tor the Kabul tc iurnament has been 
confirmed as th e joke it was freely 
expected to be. The AIFF have in¬ 
vited the same ; players from Bom¬ 
bay — Shabbii * Ali, of Tata Sports 
Club, Ram Bt thadur Ale, of Cen¬ 
tury Rayon, Bernard Pereira, of 
Orkay Mills, and Thomas Fernan¬ 
des, Ilf Mafat' lal Group I 

Or.Iy Shabb ir had gone to Patiala 
aftei- Tata’s had lost to Orkay in 
the Nadkarn i Cup semi-final. And 
by the time he rerarted the team 
waii as gooc', as selected. 

— SHARP-SHOOTER 


England brains trust 


E ngland’s soccer bosses have 
sent for a pensioner, a plum¬ 
ber and a television executive to 
help them decide who repairs the 
damage left by Don Revie. 


'.iffer sour id advice to the FA’s 
internatioi tal committee, who are 
still debat ing the type at man they 
need to ta ,ke charge of a team trail¬ 
ing behin d the world’s best. 


But it is the names rather than 
the occupations that are significant 
— Joe Mercer, Tom Finney, and 
Billy Wright. 

The FA, aware they must make 
no mistake in appointing a succes¬ 
sor to Revie, are canvassing the 
most experienced Brains Trust in 
soccer. 


The F/ t have advertised the Eng¬ 
land job , But the man to succeed 
Re vie wi 11 not necessarily be found 
anio.ng i he applicants, though the 
list CO n t a i n s some significant 
names. 

The three wise men — a fourth 
invilati.on is possible — will al¬ 
most certainly opt for a manager 
with t ixperience at club level. 


The three former England stars 
— their names familiar even to the 
youngest of fan.s — boast a total 
of 186 international caps between 
them. 


Ami all three are also likely to 
advis e that the person to lead Eng¬ 
land through the current crisis 
shou.’id be adaptable and concerned 
with England’s lack of goal finish. 


Wright, who won lOS Enfjland 
caps, spent only a few seasons in 
management at Arsenal, but has 
closely monitored the game in his 
executive sports position with ATV 
over the last decade. 


Bijt whatever their recommenda¬ 
tion , at least the FA are to be 
app lauded for sericing the advice 
of experienced professionals. 

— STEVE CURRY 


Finney, now heard of his own 
plumbing business in Pveston, 
earned 76 England caps and was 
one of the most successful wingers 
England have ever had. 

Mercer has long been a respected 
voice in soccer. He was a stylish 
wing half for Everton and Arsena'i, 
a top League manager and a highly 
successful caretaker-manager b«5- 
tween the regimes of Sir Alf Ram¬ 
sey and Revie. 

Such a Think Tank can clearly 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

A beauty queen was the guest of 
honour at a celebration given by a 
football team which had just won 
the FA Cup. The conversation 
turned to comparisons between the 
life of a model and that of a foot 
ball player. 

‘Tney’re very similar in many 
ways,’ said the young lady. ‘For in¬ 
stance, I bet I’ve worked out more 
defences against passes than any 
of you here today.’ 
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BRIEF-LY 




M anuel or antes of Spain. 

crushed Jit hmy Connors, of 
the United State: i, 6-1, 6-5 in the 
Rnal of the Anu Tican Ciay-court 
^ampionships in Indianapolis. 

T hird-seed itahim guI of 

Pakistan create< 1 a major upset 
tn the final of the i hird Maktysian 
Open Squash Cham pion^ip when 
he heat the favour! le Abdul Reh- 
man also of Pakista. n 9-4, 4-9„ 9-5, 
9-2 in Kuala Lumpu r. In the wo¬ 
men’s section Singap ore’s Aniiett:> 
Andrews retained her title by kcat- 
iag Rose Tablante o f the Philip¬ 
pine 10-8, 9-6, 3-9, 9- 7. 

'F'HE first Asian ch ess grand- 
masters circuit, co vering the 
Philippines, Australia. Indonesi’a, 
Malaysia and Iran will be staged 
early next year. 

S RI LANKA’S new g cvernmeni’ 
is to reintroduce ho rse racing 
after an official ban that has lasted 
13 years. 

T amil NADU won th e third 
South Zone and S ri Lanka 
team chess championship. Tamil 
Nadu’s final tally was 14. 5 points 
out of a possible 20. 

'■shREE Indians are amo ng the 
^ 12 entries accepted for the 
World Open Billiards Chtimpion- 
shlps to Iw held at Pukekoh e. New 
Ze^nd, from November 2'4 to 
December 17. The three I ndians 
are; Michael Ferreira, Girish I’a- 
rikh an>l Syed Aleem. 

D efending champion vijay 

Amrltraj lost to Bruce Fi>x- 
worth of the US 4-6, 6-3, 3-6.in the 
125,000 dollars International Ten¬ 
nis Tournament in Columb'tis 
(Ohio). 

^ CHANDRASEKHAR anne: ted 
* * the men’s singles title of i iie 
Inter-Railways’ Open Table Tennis 
event in Madras when he subdu ed 
veteran G. Jagannath, in thnse 



Asia’s greatest hatf-miler Sciram Sin;^ was adjudged Rajasthan’s best 
sportsman of the year for “Rashtradort Purasfcar”. The award has been 
instituted by Rajasthan’s leading Daily “Rashtradoot”. The panel com¬ 
prised of (from left): Rakesh Sbarnia, managing editor of “Rs^tradoot”, 
Magan Singh, former Indian football skipper, J. C. Paliwal, former 
secretary, lOA and Maharawal Laxman Singh, Speaker, 
Rajasthan Assembly 


straight games. Chandrasekhar won 
21-12, 22-20, 21-17. In a similar one¬ 
sided match, hard-hitting left¬ 
hander Indu .Puri of Eastern Rail¬ 
way, outwitted Nandini Kulkarni of 
Western 21-10, 22-20 and 21-16 to 
win the open ladies singles. 


Nirlons* 

cricket 

catch 


1^ IRLONS are going in a 
big way in promoting 
cricket. With a view to buiid 
up a good cricket team for 
participating in the 'A' Divi¬ 
sion of the “Times” Shield 
Cricket Tournament in Bom- 
biiy, they have recently em 
ployed some of the leading 
cricketers of Bombay. Their 
prize catches include Ra- 
kesih Tandon, Karsan Ghavri, 
Vijay Mohan Raj, Rajendra 
Jadeja, Kiran Asher, S u r u 
Nayak, Sanjay Jaiwant Ava- 
dhu;'- ^rapkar, all Ranji Tro¬ 
phy players, and Dushyant 
Mah.ale and Anil Joshi. 


11^ ILKHA SINGH and his wife 

Nirmal, a former volleyball 
international, are the two sports¬ 
men among a few dignitaries who 
have been offered a free passage 
by British Airways on their inau¬ 
gural flight on August 25 from Cal¬ 
cutta to London. From London 
Milkha will go to Dusseldorf to 
watch the inaugural World Cup 
Athletics Championships. 

V. NAIDU will coach hockey 
’ • in Belgium. “Venky’ Naidu, 
a senior coach of the National In¬ 
stitute of Sports, has already un¬ 
dertaken assignments in various 
countries. He has been deputed by 
the NIS. He is expected to leave 
for Belgium by the end of this 
month. 


T NDIA’s bid to host the World 
Cup women’s hockey tourna¬ 
ment next January fell through be¬ 
cause some countries were unwil¬ 
ling to participate, Reena Mukher- 
jee president of the All-India Wo¬ 
men’s Hockey Association 
(AIWHA) said in Jaipur. 


R 


AMESH KRISHNAN won the 
under-16 singles title at the 



Or. and Mrs. Bomat WaiHa and Mr. amd Mrs. Suresh Naik, the two 
participMSta in the London to Sydney I'ar Race, which started ms August 
14, were felkitrted by M/s Cea4 iryres before the team’s 
departure in iBombay 


US Tennis Association National 
Tournament at Kalamzoo College. 
Ramesh became the first foreign 
player to win the title when he 
defeated American Ben Testerman 
7-6, 6-2. 

A lan JONES of Australia driv¬ 
ing a Shadow won the Aus¬ 
trian Formula One Grand Prix in 
Zeltweg. Second was'Austrian Niki 
Lauda driving a Ferrari, while 
West Germany's Mans Stuck in a 
March came third. Fourth was 
Argentinian Carlos Reutemann in 
a Ferrari, with Sweden’s Ronnie 
Peterson in a Tyrrell fifth and Ru¬ 
pert Keegan of Britain in a Hesketh 
sixth. 
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Poor show 

T he performance of the touring 
Australian team against Eng¬ 
land is indeed disheartening. Their 
poor show has earned captain Mike 
Brearley a hat-trick of win, which 
will go down in history. 

The Australian debacle clearly 
shows how handicapped they are 
without Dennis Lillee. Considering 
England’s weakness against genu¬ 
ine pace, I’m sure that they could 
never have made 436 in the fourth 
Test, if the combination of Lillee 
and Thomson were bowling against 
them. 

— Mustafa A. Attar (Bombay). 

Tap Lucknow 

H ow can India produce fast 
bcwlers when there is no ser¬ 
ious work going on for the search 
of fast bowlers? Camps are held, 
but only in Bombay. There is no 
use of holding camps at one place 
every time. 

If we are to find fast bowlers 
there should be a camp in every 
state. Something tells me that a 
camp in Lucknow will be beneficial 
specially in the IB-IS age group. 
There are many promising young¬ 
sters in Uttar Pradesh who may 
shine if propm'ly coached. 

— A. Srinivasa (Lucknow). 

Why Patiala? 

HY is it that the coaching 
** camps tor the international 
soccer tournaments are always held 
at Patiala? The Merdeka football 
tourney, in particular, is played 
during the monsoon in a country 
where football grounds are slushy 
and heavy, to say the least. Why 
on earth should the camp he held 
at Patiala, which has a dry climate 
all the year round? 

And all the while we have a soc¬ 
cer crazy 'place known as Calcutta 
where ground conditions are iden¬ 
tical to what we have to face in 
this tournament. What is really the 
difficulty if the camps are held 
here? 

Also, if the camps are held at 
'cutta, we can avoid the perpe- 
sordid issue of the release o); 
Bengal players whose non-inclusion 
undeniably weaken any India side. 
— Sanjay Ghosh (Calcutta). 


Selection 

'^HE selection of the 29-member 
squad for the physical training 
camp at Madras, from which the 
cricket team to tour Australia Uiis 
winter will be chosen, is absolutely 
senseless. Too many players who 
had been discarded have been re¬ 
called and quite a few promising 
youngsters have been left out. 

Players like Chetan Chauhan and 
A s h o k Mankad who have been 
utter failures in Tests, Sharma, 
with his inconsistent batting and 
poor fielding, and Goel, who is in 
his late thirties, have been selected. 

Careers past and present have 
been ruined by the decisions of our 
selectors. Let us hope that more 
are not ruined. 

— Raja Chatterjee (Calcutta). 

I T is regrettable that Rakesh 
Tandon, who performed so well 
both with bat and ball against Sri 
Lanka and also in Australia when 
he toured that country as a mem¬ 
ber of CCI team, has not been 
included. 

— N. Ramesh Rao (South Kanara). 

•ytYPICALLY the selection for the 
^ Madras . camp contained its 
usual packet of surprises. 

The inclusion of Abid Ali at the 
cost of that robust Gujarat all- 
rounder Ohiraj Parsana. 

Why was a third wicketkeeper 
included when we have a good 
second? 

The preference of Rajinder Goel . 


Heard this one ? 

INURING the Australian long first 
■^innings (412 runs) at Manches¬ 
ter 1896, A. A. Lilley, the England 
stumper had, as he expresses it, 
"my only bowling experience in a 
Test match". "Grace put me on the 
bowl,” says Lilley. “And J. T. Brown 
took my place as the wicketkeeper. 
My first over yielded a wide and 
14 runs, but I was allowed to con¬ 
tinue. llie last ball of the fifth over 
I sent down was a Icng hop on the 
off and Harry Troti had a lunge at 
it and just touched it. Several of 
us shouted and J. T. Brown seemed 
quite surprised to have the ball 
in his hands I had taken my only 
wicket in a Test match, and I na¬ 
turally expected to continue bowl¬ 
ing, but W. G. came to me and said; 
‘Put on your gloves, Dick, I shall 
not want you to bowl again, you 
must have been bowling with your 
wrong arm.” 

— Mohandas Krishnadas (Bombay). 


surprises 

over tiae more experienced Shival‘- 
kar or Doshi. And why Ram Nara- 
yan and Rajinder Hans? 

— Suresh Reddy (Kanpur). 

A (SAIN, we have seen the stupi- 
^ dity of our selectors. Why pick 
Chauhan, Sharma and Ved Raj? 

— Jai Surana (Calcutta). 

T he holding of a camp is a good 
beginning. But the number of 
players chosen should have been 
twenty. Thirty may prove to be 
unwieldy. 

Why omit Rakesh Tandon? He 
has already toured Australia which 
would have been an added qualifi¬ 
cation. 


— B. J. Parab (Bombay). 

rfsHE list is rather strange. Re- 
^ gular failures like Chauhan 
and Sharma, who have repeatedly 
shown that they are not of Test 
class, are beck again. 

The pace find of the season, 
Kapil Dev, has been ignored as has 
the batting find, Rakesh Tandon. 
And surely Dhiraj Parsana should 
have got in before some of the 
others. 

— A. K. Banerji fKanpur). 

rriHE selectors have done a good 
job by selecting many young 
stars. But when so many have been 
given a chance it is surprising that 
Dhiraj Parsana and Rakesh Tan¬ 
don have been left out. 

— J. M. Bhatt (Bombay). 

JL T least eight of the 29 pla- 
yers announced for the Madras 
camp don’t deserve selection. An 
experienced team is what we need. 
This is not the time to test young¬ 
sters. 


— A. Pujari (Mavoor). 

Get Pat 

rpHE main item on the agenda 
" of the Indian Cricket Control 
Board’s annual general body meet- 
ing on September 10 at Hyderabad 
is to constitute the selection com¬ 
mittee. 1 feel the Board should un¬ 
animously choose India’s former 
Test captain M. A. K. Pataudi as 
the Chairman of the Selection Com¬ 
mittee. The others could be from 
the likes of Vinoo Mankad, Polly 
Umrigar, M. L. Jaisimha and C. G. 
Borde. 

— Ranjit Maeherla (Hyderabad). 
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Three wins each for three 


by RAILBiR 


OUNG trainer M. K. Jadhav, 
* who gets excellent results from 
the relatively small string in his 
charge, and jockey Vishwanath, 
who got few riding opportunities 
when he was attached to the power¬ 
ful stable of champion R. R. 
Byramji and who is a better rider 
than most people imagine, held the 
stage at Pune last week-end when 
teenager Karl Umrigar, whose 
heady successes have been readily 
and rapidly gained, shared the 
spotliglit with them. Each of them 
had three winners in the 14 races 
decided. 

The Jadhav-Visbwanath combine 
scored with Dur-E-Dashmesh, an 
impressive winner of that hardy 
annual the Independence Cup, 
Wild Blossom, who eflectively de¬ 
monstrated his versatility when 
claiming the Sprinters’ Cup, and 
Royal Guns while Umrigar won a 



A range of highly-efficient, 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year. 
Available in many designs 
and shades. 
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JOTTER BALL PENS 
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significant race with Mih'ir, of 
which more later, on Saturday and 
followed it up with victories on 
Chashm-E-Shahi and Cesarina the 
next day. 

Dur-E-Oashmesh, Maj-Gen. E. 
Habibuflah, Mrs. Hameeda Habi- 
bullah, Mr. H. S. Brar and Miss 
Bubli Brar’s five-year-old Landigou- 
Randia mare, was making her first- 
ever appearance on the Pune track 
in the Class Four 2,000 metres 
Independence Cup. It is true that 
.‘■he had net been oft the board in 
each of her three runs in Banga¬ 
lore and it is also true that she 
would see out the trip. However, 
she was pitted against stronger 
opposition than .she had met in the 
south and it necessarily followed 
that she would be neglected in 
the betting. But she snowed that 
she was made of better stuff than 
what was generally believed, for 
she moved "up .steadily from a rear 
position to be second into the 
straight behind the luckless Water 
of Life, who quickly went clear at 
that stage, and once she went 
ahead there was no danger of her 
being caught. 

She finally prevailed by two and 
a half lengths from Water of Life. 

The other run¬ 
ners were out¬ 
classed and cne 
must say that one 
was disagreeably 
surprised by their 
showings. The 
promoted Cream 
Kettle was third 
and Copper Cup 
was fourth while 
the public choice 
Vafadaar (late 
Samajdar) was 
not blessed with 
the luck which 
has come to be 
associated with a 
change of name 

I II and, after losing a 
II favourable posi- 
II tion at the half- 
11 way stage, faded 
II away and played 
the role of whip- 
per - in. Equal¬ 
ly disappointing 
were the perfor¬ 
mances of Vedet¬ 
te Renee and Va¬ 
lencia and one 
must admit that 
one does not 
know what to 
make of them. 



Considering that 
Wild Blossom had 
been second to 
Squanderer in the 
1,600 metres 


2,000 Guineas and the 2,4(X> 
metres Derby and had been on 
the board in the Invitation 
Cup in Bangalore the Valoroso- 
Orange Blossom colt could haroiy 
be termed a sprinter. Yet, he was 
backed to the exclusion of his three 
rivals in the weight-for-age 1,200 
metres Sprinters’ Cup and he justi¬ 
fied the confidence of his suppor¬ 
ters by triumphing impressively by 
two and a quarter lengths from My 
Select, who won twice over the 
present course in Bangalore. Al¬ 
though he was the best favoured 
by the terms his victory was, in 
seme respects, remarkable. 

Mihir, Mr. P. B. Mody’s Lucky 
Biscuit-Rosette rig has won only 
three races from a total of 12 at¬ 
tempts. bur he will have a perma¬ 
nent place in the record books for 
he has provided landmarks in the 
brilliant but now fading career of 
veteran Pandu Khade and in the 
blossoming one of 16-year-old Karl 
Umrigar. On March H, 1975 Mihir 
made it possible for Khade to 
achieve his burning ambition of 
1,000 wins when he claimed the 
1,000 metres Swift Stakes in Bom¬ 
bay and a little over a year later 
he added to the score of Umrigar 
when winning a scurry on the 
day that the Swift Stakes was run. 

Mihir won hi.s third 1,0(X) metres 
race last Saturday and with this 
victory Umrigar reached the figure 
of 40 wins which gave him the 
status of a full-fledged jockey as 
he lost bis allowance with it. Umri¬ 
gar has achieved this target in less 
than eight months of professiona¬ 
lism and this is certainly a record. 

The fact that he could rise so 
fa.st because he is attached to a 
big stable and because he has had 
very many more riding opportuni¬ 
ties than a similar boy so placed 
cannot detract from the merit of 
his performance. 

The syces have at last got their 
due and it is unlikely that ,there 
will be further demands by them 
on the trainers in the near future. 
The RWITC has agreed to allow 
the syces union Rs. 5,80,000 annual¬ 
ly for disbursement to their mem¬ 
bers as they think fit. This amount 
should compensate those who do 
not have continuous employment 
throughout the year because of the 
movement of horses and should 
also take care of the retirement 
benefits. 

On the surface the amount seems 
huge .‘ind the generosity of the au¬ 
thorities seems overwhelming. Nei¬ 
ther is correct. At the moment a 
percentage of the subsidies paid 
by the club goes towards a fund 
for the syces and, thus, the club 
is not digging very much deeper 
into its coffers now. 
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No mistake. 

It’s the Carnaby Man all right. 



A soft, incomparably smooth 
finish. Carefully selected blends 
The twin ingredients of wearing 
comfort. Binny combines them 
with rare finesse in one great 
looking suiting; Carnaby! 



The Carnaby C^ollection- 
for men who demand comfort 
as much as style 
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Ah! lb strap on a Back and head 
for the raw heights.lb bait hit tiDut in 
bubbling streains.To gi^f on a patch of 
velvet green^cnr loll in a scenic 
swimming hote.That*s life!” 


Kashmir 

Tha graat outdoors. 

It's pure adventure. Moun¬ 
tains challenge you to hike or .'4 
ski. Streams abound with 
leaping trout. 

Pine forests shelter a 
silence that’s almost alive. 

Yes, Kashmir is exciting, any 
time of the year. 

Fun, advanturs and 

gamss. 

Come anytime of the year, 
and live life to the full. Get 
far from the maddening 
crowd. And when wanderlust 
tires, grab a spot of tennis. 

Or golf on the highest green 
in the world. And end the day 
with a lazy swim in placid 
waters. 




An advanturs. On your 
kind of budgat. 

Kashmir sounds expensive— 
it actually isn't. From Rs. 30 
to Rs. 300 a day, you can 
have the time of your life. 





Of course there’s more to 
Kashmir too. Valleys of 
flowers, festivals of fun, 
quaint houseboats, starlit 
boat rides. And colour, 
colour, colour. 


Drop in at the nearest 
Tourist Office for information, 
and pack your bags for the 
great escape. 



UkK TOURISM 


\burkiiid 

ofhcdiday. 

On your 
kind CH budget. 


Kashmiris 
fun and games 
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HITTING OUT... KHALID ANSARI 


The blight on 
hockey worsens 

T S there a curse on Indian hockey? Has a Pandora’s 
* box been opened in its midst? Has an evil eye 
bedevilled it or has Medusa cast her stony-stare on 
our hockey officials and players? A quick dispassio¬ 
nate look back over recent years leaves one with a 
sickening feeling of despair and hopelessness. 

First signs of trouble came in 1975 when the 
squad was being prepared for the World Cup at 
Kuala Lumpur. Then it was a case of bickering 
between officials, the IDA and the two factions in 
the IHF. till the players issued a three-day ultima¬ 
tum that they would quit en masse if the team was 
not cleared — pronto — for the »rip to Kuala Lum¬ 
pur. The dispute was seitled at the eleventh hour 
and things went well after that for a while and 
India were literally ou top of the world—all too 
brietiv as it now appeal« in retrospect. The world 
champions were wined and dined, taken on a Bharat 
Darshan instead of concentrating on the next major 
international encounter, the Montreal Olympics. In 
ihe words of the unknown peci, ‘i burnt my candle 
on both sides but while it lasted. O’ what a glow 
it gave!” 

Was that brief spell of glory the dying man's 
last kick, the calm before the flood tides of disrup¬ 
tion swept Indian hockey, The iangtiage of the dis¬ 
pute changed at the Montreal Olympiad, cur next 
port of call in international hotkey. This time it 
was the players versus the manager. That the 
players too were split into rival camps didn’t help 
matters any. This double-edged infighting saw us 
slide to the seventh rung on the hockey ladder and 
since then there has ne’er been a ray of hope with 
the Lahore encounter plunging us deeper into the 
slough of despond. 

The history of this infighting took a new turn 
in early 1977 when the selectors and the admini¬ 
strators failed to see eye to eye. those that the 
selectors chose, the administrators changed till the 
probables of one became an impossibility for all. 

The selectors-administrators dispute has reached 
such a pass that we have the sorry spectacle of the 
chairman of the selectors refusing to make an 
appearance at the Patiala training camp, where the 
squad of 51 probables has been whittled down to 
35. And for all we know, the .selectors could well 

fighting among themselves to complete the equa¬ 
tion of strife and dissension. 

And now comes the disgruntlement of the 
Pl*yws themselves. Two stars initially not called 
to_ the Patiala^ camp, are upset over their ‘last 
nunnte’ inclusion. Their egoes have been deflated, 
their pride injured. Should they or shouldn’t they 

“9 serve the country in the face of all this 
bickering? Then three players decide to walk out of 
the camp fed_ up with the way they are being 
— amid insinuations of communalisra, pro¬ 
vincialism, favouritism and high-handedness. 

Hapless coach Gentle who along with Jagmohan 
Singh has spared no efforts at the camp and who 
specially went to Delhi to try and persuade Ashok 
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Kumar and Aslam Sher Khan to join the camp is 
justifiably livid. I'akiug a very serious view of the 
players' decision to leave the camp without per¬ 
mission, he says, ‘‘To hell with them. We’ll manage 
without them. Who the hell do they think they are? 
The game and the country are more important 
than the individuals.” 

All this makes one wonder if there i.s, in the 
present scheme of things, any cure for the cancer 
which is inexorably destroying Indian hockey in 
particular and sport in general. Can we in the fore¬ 
seeable future make ourselves a force to reckon 
with in hockey again? The way things stand, prayer 
appears to be the only salvation. So pray on, saints 
and godmen. The ‘sinners’ in our hockey have 
ordained that you shall work overtimel 

Bed/ 'betrayed ’ ? 

'UOOR Bishen Bedi. Nothing seems to be going 

right for him again. Just when rumours that he 
had joined Packer's circus were set at rest comes 
another jolt — Northants have sacked him. Or to 
put it politely in good old Pommie fashion — his 
services won’t be required when his three-year con¬ 
tract ends at the turn of this season. “This is a 
knife in the back and thoroughly unfair,” was Bedi’.x 
.swift and bitter reaction in an exclusive interview 
to Crawford White (p. 6). 

An “ungrateful betrayal” — Bed! has termed 
it and we agree. Our sympathies are with him, 
though if he had read the writing on the wall as 
early as the start of this English season he may 
have foreseen the fall of the axe. The British press 
felt or rather hoped, that Bedi, once on their shores 
would retract from his charges on the vaseline 
affair. Not so; our tough-minded skipper has the 
courage of his convictions and he didn't take back 
one word. He did, however, say that the incident 
was best forgotten. As early as May one English cri¬ 
tic had predicted for the master-spinner “a bed of 
nails this English summer.” 

Even the sacking couldn’t have been as humilia¬ 
ting as the doubts cast on his bowling action. Wasn’t 
it not so iong ago that these self-same critics called 
it “the best," "the most rhythmic,” “pure poetry” 
and so on. Now, why the doubts? And to go to the 
ridiculous extent of having it secretly filmed and 
then needless to say, duly cleared by the TTCB. 
Ridiculous, not just, but patently absurd. Motivated? 
That’s what Bedi terms it. And many here will agree . 
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Is there •» element of donht Ip this setien 


er wss that Mm s cruel joke? 


‘They’ve 

knifed 



me 

B ISHEN BEDI, master left- 
arm spinner and captain 
of India has been sacked by 
Northants. 

His reaction was swift . . . 
and bitter. “This is a knife in 
the back and thoroughly un¬ 
fair," he said. 

“Performance-wise or in 
any other way, it cannot be 
justified and I can’t under¬ 
stand it. After my service 
with the club over the last six 
years, it is an ungrateful 
betrayal.” 

But Northants secretary 
Ken Turner insisted that there 
was no personal animosity. 

“Many factors were con¬ 
cerned in the decision not to 


-Bedi 

from CRAWFORD WHITE 


renew his contract,” he 
explained. 

“These involved the antici¬ 
pated financial position of the 
club in 1978 and 1979 and the 
fact that Bedi almost certainly 
would be playing for India 
and in the World Cup in 1979. 

"The general staffing posi¬ 
tion and its relation to the 
new registration rules concer¬ 
ning overseas players also 
came into the situation.” 

Bedi, 31 next month, has 
been one of the most popular 
overseas players on the county 
circuit, although his allega¬ 
tions of England cheating in 
India last winter angered fans, 
players and administrators. 

He has never fully retracted 
his claim that bowler John 


Lever gained extra swing by 
smearing vaseline on the ball. 

This season he has taken 57 
wickets for Northants — in¬ 
cluding 11 in last week’s win 
over champions Middlesex. 
He has also topped 50 Tests 
.... taking over 200 wickets. 

He added “When I signed 
my second Northants contract, 
I was assured I could play as 
long as I wanted and I w^ 
looking forward to another 
two or three years. 

“I have given my best in all 
the years I have been here and 
enjoyed my cricket in Eng¬ 
land. But now I shall be de- 
prived of a chance of a^ 
benefit.” 

Paradoxically, Bedi’s filmed 
action was cleared by Lord’s 
the same day of his sacking. 
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REVOLT IN PATIALA 


F irst two star hockey players, 
who are invited, no doubt at the 
last minute, have doubts about par¬ 
ticipating. Then three more star 
players walk out at the half-way 
stage. Things really have come to 
a boil at the Patiala camp for the 
World Cup probables in Buenos 
Aires next March. 

Ashok Kumar and Aslam Sher 
Khan are piqued at the late call to 
them to join the camp. But more 
serious is the walk-out by Surjit 
Singh, Baldev Singh and Varinder 
Singh alleging that "conditions 
were created which forced ns to 
take this unpleasant decision.” 

Matters came to a head after 
the selectors had met to reduce the 
size cf the squad from 49 to 35 
(including the three who have 
,left). Some dissent was obvious 
and coach Gentle and Kishan Lai 
set to work to assuage the bruised 
feelings of the senior players. Ob¬ 
viously they didn't succeed, for by 
next morning Surjit, Varinder and 
Baldev had packed their bags and 
quit the camp. 

Their statement was quicked and 
pointed; “No player would like to 
take such drastic step. But condi¬ 
tions were created which forced 
us to take this unpleasant decision. 
What can a player do if he is trea¬ 
ted with contempt and di.scrimina- 
ted against tor the simple reason 
that he belongs to a particular 
community or state by some selec¬ 
tor?” they asked. 

Earlier, too, they said the pla¬ 
yers had been treated as “third- 
class citizens” by the selectors who 
went about their work with a “re-, 
gional bias”. 

“But now things have come to 
such a stage that we feel insulted 


and suffocated. The behaviour of 
the main selector Gen. D’Souza, 
particularly towards die smiior 
players, has become intolerable. 
His remarks made about a parti¬ 
cular community and a state dur¬ 
ing the selection committee meet¬ 
ing have really hurt our feelings. 
We have come to the camp on be¬ 
ing invited. If Gen. D’Souza feels 
that a particular community or 
state is responsible for the downfall 
of hockey in the country and if be 


An earlier report from 
Pati^ which appears on 
page 18 of this issue is en¬ 
titled “All’s well at the train¬ 
ing camp.” Well, all was well 
till the selectkxn . . . then 
tilings began to happen and 
culminated in the walk-out. 


is allergic to us, which he amply 
demonstrated in the meeting, then 
we feel the present camp is not the 
place for us”, they said. 

The three players alleged that 
right from the day Gen. D’Souza 
arrived at the camp he had made 
the atmosphere vicious by whip¬ 
ping up “regional sentiments." 

The splitting-up of the probables 
into north, south, east and west 
teams and making them play 
against each other during the 
assessment trials was unpreceden¬ 
ted, they said and added that it 
was a deliberate attempt to (^ive 
a wedge between the players. 

“We had hardly played for five 
minutes when we were given mar¬ 
ching orders. Is it the way to judge 
players?” they asked. 

Besides, they said, the coaches 


were never fully taken into con¬ 
fidence by the selectors- 

After the players had had their 
say, coach Gentle hit back hard. 
Said Gentle: “Let tiiem go if they 
want Nobody is indispensable, but 
it is certain that discipline at the 
camp will be insisted upon at any 
cost” And as a further slap he has 
recommended disciplini^ action 
against Surjit and Varinder, for 
leaving the camp without his per¬ 
mission. Beldev, it seems, had 
sought, and was given permimion 
to go home for a few da]n>. 

Hie 35 probables for the second 
camp at l^tiala are: 

Goalkeepers: M. Fredericks, B. 
C^ettri, 0. Fernandes and A. 
Chabra. 

Right-backs: Dung-Dung, Toppo 
and Baldev Singh. 

Left-backs; Bengra, Surjit Singh 
and Gurdisbpal Singh. 

Right-halves: R. Claudius, Varin¬ 
der Singh and Ramesh. 

Centre-halves: Rajasekharan, 

Mehboob Khan and J. Karekata. 

Left-halves: L. Cordeiro, B. Cho¬ 
pra and Bhaskaran. 

Outside-rights; V. Philips, Cha- 
ranjit Kumar and Chengappa. 

Right-insides; Prabhakaran, 
Merwyn Fernandes and Parminden* 
Singh. 

Centre-forwards: V. Lakara, S. 
Grewai and Agambir Singh. 

Left-insides; F. Caldeiro, . S. 
Topno, Surender Singh and S. 
Mehta. 

Left-outsides; Yusuf, I. Hussein 
and 2Uiffar Iqbal. 



Sorjit (left), Varinder and Baldev . . . wMk «ut b pratOat 
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ENGLAND’S 

ASHES 


by PAT 

jr^EREK RANDALL sprang a 

^ cartwheel at Headingley that 
told the world English cricket is 
back in buoyant health. 

It was precisely 20 minutes to 
five on the fifth day when Randall 
held the catch that clinched victory 
over Australia in the fourth Test 
by an innings and 85 runs. 

And his joyful reaction was just 
the start of the celebrations for 
skipper Mike Brearley and bis 
triumphant team. 

They bad regained the Ashes in 
this country for only Ae third 
time this century and even Austra- 


GIBSON 

lian captain Greg Chappell said; 
“We have been outplayed. England 
have thoroughly deserved their 
success.’' 

At the end thousands massed to 
watch the champagne party on the 
players’ balcony and the chant was 
still tor their Yorkshire champion, 
Geoff Boycott. 

But if it was his century of cen¬ 
turies that had made i{ such an 
emotional match it was also a tri¬ 
umph for Brearley — out for a 
duck to the third ball of the match. 

Only Percy Chapman in 1926, 
and Len Hutton in 1953 have won 
back the Ashes in England in liv¬ 


ing memory. And no one has won 
three Tests in a row against Aus¬ 
tralia since 1886. 

Afterwards Brearley paid tribute 
to his predecessor Tony Greig; "A 
lot of the credit goes to Tony 
Greig,’’ he said. "He talked to 
everyone around the country whose 
opinion he respected and made a 
big effort to get the right people 
in the team. 

“The batting has gradually mt 
belter, the catching and fielding 
have reached an unprecedenteu 
standard, and the bowlers for die 
most part have stayed fit. That 
has made all the difference.” 

This England win also clinched 
the most devastating argument 
against the Kerry Packer cricket 
circus. 

And just where does that Ipave 
Packi^r and his so-called Super- 
Tests in Australia next winter? He 
.should change the name of his ser¬ 
ies to “It* a knockout”. 

For nothing can now disguise the 
fact that the kind of cri»et Pac¬ 
ker plans is going to be artificial. 


8 


SPORTSWEEK, August 28, 1977 



s {4«ttic packaged imitation of the 
real stuff of the Test arena. 

Hie human drama of Geoff Boy¬ 
cott’s recall, the fairy tale of his 
century of centuries in front of his 
own Yorkshire crowd, the exhila¬ 
ration of Ian Botham’s sensational 
start in Test cricket, the fantastic 
spirit and will to win throughout 
Brearley’s side. . 

These are Just a few. of the in¬ 
gredients that not even a million¬ 
aire like Packer can buy, not even 
a technical adviser like Richie 
Benaud can stage-manage, not even 
a personality like Tony Greig can 
match. 

And when you top that lot off 
with the joy transmitted by packed 
Headingley crowds to the whole of 
English' cricket at the recapture 
of the Ashes you realise that a 
television contest no one cares 
who wins is not even comparabe. 

That is the harsh reality for 
Packer. The harsh reality for Aus¬ 
tralia is that the golden days of 
Pnnimie-bashing are over. 

This may be the weakest batting 
side they liave evei .sent here, but 
don't let that detract from the re¬ 
surgence of Kngl&ttd after the 
years of torment at the hands of 
Lillee, Thomson, Roberts and 
Holding. 

What Greig began but unhappily 
chose not to. finUh means England 



will start the second century of 
Test cricket as they started the 
first — as powerful as any side in 
the world. 

Australia surrendered the Test 
on the second evening in the last 
frenzied 8S minutes, vmen England 
ruthlessly cut down dishevels, 
disheartened Australia to a pathe¬ 
tic 67 for five. 

England, at elated as their 
enemies were exhausted after Boy¬ 
cott’s epic tore their hearts out 
with cricket that reminded a capa¬ 
city 22,000 crowd of their emer¬ 
gence as a TEAM of genuine 
quality. 

The spirit was self-evident when 
half the side actually sprinted out 
of the pavilion in their eagerness 
to get stuck into the Aussies. 

Iliey did not have to wait long 
to taste blood. Mike Hendrick got 
his second delivery to cut back off 
the seam to trap Ian Davis Ibw and 
the Australian slide was on. 

And it was a slide to disaster 
.lust as soon as the broad-shoulder¬ 
ed Hendrick made it two wickets 
in 13 balls with the most prized 
victim of them all. 

Australia’s hopes rested on their 
captain Greg Chappell — and he 
let them down with the sort of 
stroke that Boycott naver even 
contemplated during his vigil. 

The flamboyant extra cover drive 




Willie (top). Botham (far 
left) and Hendridt played a 
big pert la Enidand’s victory 


he aimed at a widish delivery out¬ 
side off stump would have been 
risky in a Sunday match. Now it 
was suicidal as he edged into the 
hands of rival captain Mike Brear- 
ley at first slip. 

With a humid, overcast evening 
providing the kind of conditions 
that traditionally favour seam 
bowling at Headingley, the Eng¬ 
land bowlers were rampant. 

The next success was a bonus by 
courtesy of that fielder extraordi¬ 
nary Derek Randall, who swooped 
so swiftly on David Hookes’ push 
into the covers that he ran out the 
stricken Rick McCosker, backing 
up but hardly thinking of a run, 
at the bowler’s end. 

Then it was the turn of Ian 
Botham, who claimed Hookes, Ibw 
half forward and Doug Walters, 
once more disgracing his talent 
with a tentative jab to third slip. 
By the end of the day the jubi¬ 
lant Headingley horde was chant¬ 
ing “England, England” and "easy, 
easy." 

After ripping through the cream 
of Chappell’s batting it took Eng¬ 
land just 45 minutes to clean up 
the rest of this demoralised Aus- 

overleaf 
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Aussies slammed 


A USTRALIAN newspapers slam- 
" med their Test side after their 
humiliation at the hands of the 
English. And one writer suggested 
that even Kerry Packer “would be 
Iflcely to disown them.” 

Alan Shiell, writing in the 
Sydney Telegraph, said; “This ex¬ 
cuse for an Australian team will 
be remembered as having as much 
backbone as warm jelly.” 

Shiell added: “Mercifully only a 
short while remains, before they 
are laughed out of England and re¬ 
turn home to perform for Kerry 
Packer. 

"Even he is likely to disown 
some of them before their lucra¬ 
tive contracts are up.” 

Shiell added: “For the sake of 
his TV ratings. Packer can only 
hope his players attempt to do 


more justice to their caps, what¬ 
ever colour they may be, than they 
have done to the once-proud green 
cap of the Australian Cricket 
Board. 

“White would seem an appro¬ 
priate cap colour for some of mem. 
It symbolises surrender, and the 
Australian team has been surren¬ 
dering for the past four months.” 

The widespread gloom in Aus¬ 
tralia over the loss of the Ashes 
even penetrated Parliament. 

The Minister for Administrative 
Services, Senator Reg Withers, 
said in answer to a question that it 
was a matter of opinion whedier 
Packer's planned unofficial “Tests” 
would be good or bad for cricket. 
“It would be very hard at the mo¬ 
ment to do any more damage to 
our Test prospects,” he added. 


TEST- 

tralian side and bowl them out for 
103. 

Following on nc:eding 333 to save 
the innings defeat, Australia were 
soon even deeper in the mire. They 
survived a splendid opening spell 
from Willis and Hendrick, when 
time and again both Davis and 
McCosker played and missed the 
ball seaming off the pitch under 
overcast conditions but then Eng¬ 
land struck. 

Tony Greig came on to replace 
Hendrick and once again he pro¬ 
duced the golden touch which he 
so often does. 

After being struck for three su- 

g erb boundaries on the off-side by 
«vis, he broke through with a de¬ 
livery which did not deserve a 
' wicket. 

Davis glanced a ball going down 
the leg side with no significant de¬ 
flection and Alan Knott took a 
comfortable catch. It was Knott’s 
250th dismissal for England, not 
including the Rest of the World 
series. 

V 

Then just before lunch, Greig 
struck again. This time it was a 
fine delivery to dismiss McCosker. 
Ihe ball moved away from the 
batsman off the seam and be edged 
the ball low only to see Knott 
take a fantastic catch inches from 
the ground with his right hand. 

David Hookes joined Chappell 
and fitis was a testing time for the 
boy who had come over here with 
a tremendous reputation. This he 
had built up with five consecutive 
centuries in state cricket last win¬ 
ter following it up with a brilliant 
half century in the Centenary Test 
last March. 


-from p 9 

But he has disappointed greatly 
over here. He plays across the line 
of the ball and also plays his shots 
firm-footed. This may work when 
the ball does not deviate as is 
often the case on his home ground 
in Adelaide but here it is vastly 
different. So far David has not 
grasped this. In his 24 innings this 
summer he has been clean bowled 
six times, Ibw on six occasions and 
caught behind the same number 
of times. 

Here he was out to another simi¬ 
lar dismissal. After several superb¬ 
ly timed shots, he pushed half 
forward to Hendrick and across 
the line and was plumb Ibw. 

Three wickets had now gone for 
63. In came the complete enigma 
to me, Duggie Walters. This man 
is capable of destroying an attack, 
which he has done so often in Aus¬ 
tralia — but not here. 

Once again he was destined to 
fall. After scoring 15 Bob Woolmer 
got one to cut back at him and 
Walters, like Hookes, was flat in 
front and the total was 97 for 
four. After that the fall was just 
as regular. 

Australia had batted like a tho¬ 
roughly dejected side and if Sir 
Donald Bradman had seen it he 
would have been ashamed of this 
performance. This may be one of 
the weakest sides Australia have 
sent to this country—but they are 
not as bad as they appeared at 
Headingley. 

This however must not take one 
inch of credit away from Eng¬ 
land’s performance. Geoff Boy¬ 
cott’s fantastic dedication at the 
crease in front of his home crowd 



Geoff Boycott acknowledges 
the cheers of hie home oowd 
after reaching a century 
of tons—^Patrick Eagar 

must have made the Australians 
thoroughly sick and his innings 
was worth its weight in gold to the 
England cause. Nor can enouj^ 
praise he showered on England’s 
fast men, Willis, Hendrick and 
Botham. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 

Where and how 
to stand 


HEN slow or medium-pace 
bowl^s are operating it is 
customary for the ’keeper to stand 
up at the stumps but he goes back 
to the faster types. 

there is no doubt it is easier to 
take snicks behind the wicket 
(especially on the leg side) when 
standing back to a tastish bowler 
than. when standing up. Likewise 
stumping. opportunities become 
mere rare as uie bowler’s pace in¬ 
creases. 

Nornully^ therefore, it becomes 
a matter of judgement as to which 
position is likely to yield the' bet¬ 
ter results. 

Sometimes special considerations 
intrude. For instance, Alec Bedser 
always preferred to have his ’kee- 
peer at the stumps even when bowl¬ 
ing in-swingers at top speed. For 
personal reasons Bedser gained 
confidence and felt better able to 
give of his best, to exploit his 
technique to the full. 

Godfrey Evans was so often his 
willing confederate in the English 
team and what a task be had. Many 
a time he made an incredible save 
on the leg side—often he took nasty 
cracks on the wrist or body, but 
occasionally he brought off an 
astounding stumping. 

As one of the batsmen who was 
put to the test by Bedser’s theory 
of a wicketkeeper at the stumps, I 
can vouch for its correctness in his 
case. He was a better bowler with 
Evans at the stumps. 

No batsman could afford to play 
forward and over-balance if he 
missed an in-swinger and I would 
have been happim as a batsman 
with Evans standing back. 

Admittedly Evans did a marvel¬ 
lous job and very lew men, if any, 
could have taken Bedser as he did. 

But 1 have made the point. A 
wicketkeeper should stand where 
he thinks he can achieve the best 
result, co-ordinating his ideas with 
those of the bowler and the cap¬ 
tain. 

He must stand right up or right 
back. Half-way, or no-man’s land 
as we call it, is useless. 

Wicketkeepers usually stand with 
the left foot round about ^e line 
of the off stump and in this posi¬ 
tion can obtain a clear view of the 
bowler's delivery outside ^at 
stump. However, there must be a 
degree of flexibility. He may stand 
a shade wider, for instance, for a 
right-band bowlmr coming round 
the wicket than for a left-hander 


coming round and so on. The main 
thing is to be comfortable, evenly 
balanced and to easily pick up the 
flight of the ball. 

If standing at the stumps, he 
should be sufficiently close to re¬ 
move the bails with a natural 
sweeping movement which does not 
demand any stretching. 

When a ball is delivered wide of 
the wicket there is a natural ten¬ 
dency for the stumper to move 
across and slightly backwards. The 
latter should be resisted because 


it would take him away from the 
wickets and so make a stumping 
harder and slower. 

Foot movements should be kept 
down to a minimum and confined 
to the essential ones for positiim- 
ing the body and hands except 
where one has difficulty in reach¬ 
ing the ball at all. 

A fault which is common with 
the iower-grade ’keepers is that they 
fail to move their bodies with the 
line of flight or even in advance 
of it. Let me clarify that point:— 

If a fast howler sends down a 
big in-swinger which dips outside 
the leg stump, the ’keeper has to 
bear in mind both the saving cf 
byes and the possibility of catch- 



Geoff Boycott . . , out of 
the shadows 


ing the batsman from a snick on 
the leg side. Therefore, immedia¬ 
tely he picks up the flitffit and rea¬ 
lises what the ball is doing, he 
should move to the leg side so that 
if possible he will be able to take 
the ball still coming towards his 
body. In this way he will be get¬ 
ting into the correct position to 
take the bail cleanly and he will 
have a margin on his left side to 
take the ball if it is deflected by a 
snick. 

Don Tallon was an artist at this. 


He often went so fast and so far' 
that he still took the ball on his 
right-hand side. But he took many 
: nicks on his left-hand side which 
other players would never have 
reached. 

The same principle holds good 
for out-swingers, namely to move 
across and still take the hall com¬ 
ing at the body if you can. But, of 
course, this is an easier proposition 
as the ball is visible all the way. 
l^ere is no blind spot with the 
batsman’s body obscuring the vi¬ 
sion as there must be with an in¬ 
swinger outside the legs. 

And don’t forget to let those 
hands “give” wim ffie ball, espe¬ 
cially off fast bowlers. 

Always take the ball, if possible, 
with the fingers pointing towards 
the ground and see the hands idve 
slightly as they take the ball. This 
is to minimise the risk nf injury. 

Most damaged joints and maiw 
broken fingers, are caused by acci¬ 
dental blows on the ends of the 
fingers. 

I know there are times when the 
fingers cannot be held down, the 
most difficult of all being the de¬ 
livery which comes straiimt at the 
chest, but at Ie«|St unnecessary In¬ 
juries should be avoided. 

Long experience and even in¬ 
stinct will prepare a ’keeper for 
the type of delivery which might 
produce a stumping chance—not¬ 
ably the unbalanced forward 
stroke. 

In those crucial moments when 
split-second judgment is called for, 
there must be lightning speed and 
precision. Above all, certainty of 
taking the ball. Don’t snatch at it 
in your excitement. 

It is absolutely vital for the wic¬ 
ketkeeper .to, watch the ball ri^t 
into his glovgs. He should ^t <us 
body in front of the Hpe of flight 
when taking the ball, except when 
deliberately staying inside for a 
stumping chance or to avoid being 
hit. 

Publishers: Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 



by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


SPORTSWEBK, Angost 2i, 1977 


11 



mmoMMic CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


CASVS-171-414 


12 


8PORTSW£EK. AuguM 28. 1977 

{ 




























Figures are fun 


Zaheer creates history 


FoUow ’em 
with B6M 


Z AHEER ABBAS, of Gloucester¬ 
shire and Pakistan, created 
cricket history on July SO-August 
2, 1977, when he hit 205 not out 
and 106 not out in a county match 
against Sussex at Cheltenham, 
thus becoming the only player in 
the annals of first-class cricket to 
score a double century and a cen¬ 
tury in each innings of a match on 
THREE separate occasions. 

During the last season (1976), 
he had shared the record of a dou¬ 
ble century and a century in the 
same match with another player, 
Maurice Hallam of Leicestershire. 
Both of them had performed the 
feat TWICE. The remarkable thing 
about Zaheer’s achievement is that 
he remained unbeaten in all six in¬ 
nings whilst setting up this world 
record! Another fascinating statis¬ 
tic is that Arthur Fagp of Kent is 
the only player in first<lass cric¬ 
ket to score two double centuries 
in the same match. 

There are literally hundreds of 
players in the first-clas.s game who 
have .scored centuries in each in¬ 
nings of a match. But, hereunder 
listed alphabetically is the ultra- 
exclusive ro.ster of 16 players who 
have performed the feat, with the 
distinctive proviso that at least one 
of those two hundreds in the match 
is a double century. (If reader.s 
can add to this list, we shall wel¬ 
come such additions):— 

1.57* and 24.5 Armstrong, W. W.: 
Victoria v South Australia (Mel¬ 
bourne) 1920-21. 

124 and 225 Bradman, D. G.: 
Woodfull’s XI V Ryder's XI (Syd- 
ley) 1929 30. 

247^ and 133 Chappell, G. S.: 
Australia v New Zealand (Welling, 
ton) 1973-74. 


115 and 246 Duleepsinbji, K. S.: 
Sussex V Kent (Hastings) 1929. 

244 and 202* Fagg, A. E.: Kent 

V Essex (Colchester) 1938. 

125 and 229 Fry, C. B.: Sussex 

V Surrey (Hove) 1900. 

124 and 220 Gavaskar, S. M.; 
India v West Indies (Port of Spain) 

1970- 71. 

210* and 157 Hallam, M. R.: 
Leicestershire v Glamorgan (Lei¬ 
cester) 1959. 

203* and 143* Hallam, M. R.: 
Leicestershire v Sussex (Worthing) 
1961. 

109 and 213* Hanumant Singh: 
Rajasthan v Bombay (Bombay) 
1966-67. 

207 and 102* Hardinge, H. T. W.; 
Kent V Surrey (Blackheath) 1921. 

113 and 224 Mead, C. P.: Hamp¬ 
shire V Sussex (Horsham) 1921. 

214 and 100* Rowe, L. G.; West 
Indies v New Zealand (Kingston) 

1971- 72. 

243 and 100* Sutcliffe, B.; New 
Zealanders v Essex (Southend) 
1949, 

256 and 102* Salah-ud-Din: Kara¬ 
chi v East Pakistan (Karachi) 
1968-69. 

242 and 103 Walters, K. D.: Aus¬ 
tralia v West Indies (Sydney) 1968- 
69. 

216* and 156* Zaheer Abbas; 
Gloucestershire v Surrey (The 
Oval) 1976. 

230* and 104* Zaheer AbOas: 
Gloucestershire v Kent (Canter¬ 
bury) 1976. 

205* and 108* Zaheer Abbas: 
Glouce.stershire v Sussex (Chelten¬ 
ham) 1977. 



Zaheer Abbaa 


How much do you know? 


1. What should be the spread at 
the top of a badminton shuttle? 

2. Is a diver permitted to re¬ 
ceive coaching between dives? 

3. When can a cricket pitch be 
rolled? 

4. In squash, can the ball first 
touch the floor before it is 
struck by the server? 


5. What is the signal for the 
start of a kho kho match? 

6. How does a hockey umpire 
indicate a push-in? 

7. In wrestling, does the boun¬ 
dary stripe marking off the 
combat area constitute a part 
of it? 

ANSWERS: 

1. 2| ins. (0.0S4 m.) to H ins. 

(0.(>64 m.L 2. Yes. 3. Before the 


by HOSET MISTRY 

start of each innings and of each 
day’s play. 4. No. The ball before 
being struck shall be thrown in the 
air and shall not touch the walls or 
floor. 5. One long followed by one 
short blast of the whistle. 6. Indi¬ 
cates the direction witilt one arm 
raised horizontally; points down; 
wards with the other hand. 7. No. 


CORRIGENDUM: The Charminar advertisement in SPORTSWEEK issue dated July 24 
iMKlverteatly carried the wrong price. The errar ia i^pretted 
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Oval flashback-^----- '>r 

TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE 


HE end of a series is always an 
occasion for bitter sweet me¬ 
mories, as one sits back and rumi¬ 
nates over the triumphs and tribu¬ 
lations of ail that has gene before. 
And, quite appropriately, the his¬ 
toric Kennington Oval in London 
has usually (though not always) 
been the venue for bidding yet 
another fond farewell to a Test 
series in England. 

This year's Oval Test, of course, 
has an added poignancy, since it 
may well mark the end of many 
distinguished Test careers, some 
richly fulfilled, others just blossom¬ 
ing. It is all very sad and tragic, 
and we have to thank Kerry Pac¬ 
ker for this. 

Time undoubtedly will soon strip 
the Packer circus of its false gla¬ 
mour and gimmicky trimmings 
once the initial novelty wears off. 
In any case, whether the Packer 
plan for a “new look” SuperTest 
series succeeds or not. Test cricket 
will never be the same again, 
more’s the pity. 

But not everyone and everything 
can be bought by money. It is to 
Geoff Boycott’s everlasting credit 
that he has amply demonstrated 
the rightness of this fundamental 
principle of integrity by spurning 
the Packer pot o’ gold. One should 
never forget that there are certgin 
traditional values and elusive vir¬ 
tues in Test cricket which simply 
cannot be converted into dollars 


and pounds and rupees. Kerry Pac¬ 
ker and those who support him 
will soon find out the enormity of 
the irreparable harm they have 
done to cricket. 

Back to the Oval, which enjoys 
the distinction of being the only 
venue where a Test in each and 
every "Ashes” series in England 
has been played, even in those 
early years when only one Test 
was contested in the season cf an 
Aussie visit. In fact. Test cricket 
in England started at The Oval on 
September 6, 1880, with the three 
Grace brothers making their simul¬ 
taneous Test debut, the ineluctable 
W. G. scoring an immaculate cen- 
turv on first appearance and his 
luckless brother G. F. bagging ‘a 
pair’. - 

More than that, a unique record 
was set up when all three brothers 
functioned as opening batsmen in 
this Test. W. G. (152) and E. M. 
(36) opened the first innings, and 
G. F. who had scored a ‘duck’ at 
No. 9 in the first knock opened 
with W. G. in the second and 
promptly gathered another ‘duck’! 
For good measure, the opener of 
the first innings, E. M., failed to 
score in the second innings, bat¬ 
ting at No G. 

Two years later, came that legen¬ 
dary ‘Ashes’ Test at The Oval when 
England — needing just 85_ro win 
— lost by seven runs whilst a 


spectator died of a heart attack in 
the stands and another chewed 
through an umbrella-handle in 
anguish. England’s destroyer was 
‘the Demon’ F. R. Spofforth, whose 
match analysis of 14 for 90 remains 
to this day the best bowling figures 
in any of the 59 Tests hitherto con¬ 
tested at The Oval by seven Test¬ 
playing countries. 

The 1890 Oval Test provided ■ 
pulsating dramatic finish, the like 
of which is rarely seen, even in the 
frenetic build-up of a Gillette Cup 
final at Lord’s. In a low-scoring 
clifi-hanger, Australia could make 
only 92 in the first innings, to 
which England replied with 100, 
and then the Aussies were bowled 
out again for 102, thanks to the 
magnificent bowling of that curious 
Man of Kent, Frank "Nutty” Mar¬ 
tin, left-arm fast-medium, whose 12 
for 102 on his Test debut in this 
match are still the best figures for 
England in any of the 26 Anglo- 
Australian Tests at The Oval,—12 
won by England, five by Australia, 
with nine drawn. Martin made 
only one more Test appearance for 
England 20 months later in South 
Africa, and then faded from the 
scene. 

England, now requiring only 95 
to %vin, were 93 when the eighth 
wicket fell. The greenhorn Test 
debutant J. W. Sharpe, who was 
at the crease, then played through 
a terrifying ,5-ball over from fast 
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Don Bradman (left) and Joe Umdstaff congratulate Len Hutton on breakii^ the wwld 
record set by Bradman. Right: England’s run chase on dieptay et die Oval 1938 
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End of ut wa .... Bradman is bowled by Hollies for aero in hia last Test, Oval ISM 


bowler J. J. Perris, lunging forward 
to every delivery without once 
making contact, the ball just miss¬ 
ing the stumps by the proverbial 
coat of paint. 

After a single scampered through 
somehow to level the scores (a tie), 
there followed three successive 
maidens before Sharpe hit a ball 
towards cover and began to run. 
Seconds later, both batsmen were 
stranded in mid-pitch — a certain 
run-out — but in his haste Barrett 
threw the ball wildly, an overthrow 
resulted, and the match was won 
and lost! 

Australia touched their lowest- 
ever score *at The Oval (44) in 
1896. It is also the lowest in-a Test 
at this venue by any country. Eng¬ 
land’s lowest score at The Ova) 
(S2) was to come in 1948, when 
Len Hutton played a masterly in- 
nin« of 30 and no one else got into 
double figures. It was Bradman’s 
last Test, when he was bowled sec- 
<md ball for a ‘duck’ by an Eric 
Hollies googly. 

Ten years earlier, in 1938, Len 
Hutton had played that monumen¬ 
tal innings of 364, in what should 
remain for all time the highest 
ever innings total in a Test match 
at any venue, — 903 for 7 declared. 
With Bradman and Jack Fingleton 
injured and unable to bat, Englano 
recorded what still is the most 
massive win in Test history, — a 
colossal margin of an innings and 
579 runs. 

Australia’s highest total ut The 


Oval is 701 in, 1934, when Bill Pons- 
ford scored 266 — the top Aussie 
sccre in any Oval Test, and in 
partnership with Bradman (244) 
added 451 for the second wicket, 
— the highest ever partnership 
for any wicket position in any Test 
anywhere by any country. 

A.S we stand on the arid thres¬ 
hold of the soulless, materialistic 
Packer era of Test cricket, so many 
more memories of great Test mat¬ 
ches at The Oval crowd in, — the 
suspense and drama of Fred True¬ 
man’s 300th Test wicket in 1964, 
Derek Underwood slicing through 
the Australian batting on a drying 


Memories are 
made of this 


pitch in 1968 like an executioner 
working overtime, Gilbert Jessop’s 
awesome hitting in a tremendou.s 
104 out of 139 in 77 minutes with 
17 fours and a five in 1902 with the 
great Ausste f^st bowler Hugh 
Trumble bowling unchanged 
throughout the match (8 for 6S and 
4 for 108) — England still winning 
by one wicket (the apocryphal le¬ 
gend of Hirst and Rhodes: “We’ll 
get ’em in singles”). 

Then there was that extraordi¬ 
nary 1884 Oval Test when all ele¬ 
ven members of the England team 
bowled — the wicketkeeper A. 


Lyttleton returning the best figures 
(4 for 19) in the match. The mind 
flashes now to 1926 and the recall 
of Wilfred Rhodes at the age of 
48, England regaining the Ashes 
after 14 years, with Jack Hobbs 
playing one of his greatest innings 
on a sticky difficiut drying pitch 
after an overnight thunderstorm. 

Memory lingers lovingly on the 
touching farewell scenes by an 
emotional crowd, joined by the en¬ 
tire Australian team, applauding 
Jack Hobbs as he came down the 
pavilion steps to play his last Test 
innings on August 20, 1930, on his 
home ground. 

Memories, indeed, are made of 
these, as we bid farewell to the 
pre-Packer era of Test cricket. But 
I’ll still cherish most the anecdote 
connected with the 1921 Oval Test, 
of the imperious Warwick Arm¬ 
strong. a law unto himself, fielding 
in the deep in England's second in¬ 
nings and nonchalently reading a 
newspaper. 

When asked on his deathbed by 
Arthur Mailey to explain this cava¬ 
lier gesture, Armstrong touched 
upon the wayward eccentricities of 
the England selectors who had 
changed and chopped the teams in 
the five Tests of the 1921 series 
to bring in a total of 30 players 
(still a world record), .saying with 
malicious glee; “I wanted to know 
who we were playing against.’’ 
There's a moral in this somewhere 
for our Test selectors in India! 
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From the Caribbean 


Toeing the ICC line 


T he West Indies Cricket Board 
of Control “weighed the con¬ 
siderations very seriously” and 
then decided it would abide by the 
International Cricket Conference’s 
decision to ban those players con¬ 
tracted to the Kerry Packer super¬ 
tests series. 

The Board’s president, former 
West Indies opeming batsman Jeff 
Stollroeyer, said at a press confer¬ 
ence in Port-of-Spain; “We are part 
and parcel of the ICC and the ICC 
have decided to fight the issue to 
a conclusion”. 

Stollmeyer was reporting to the 
West Indian press on the ICC meet¬ 
ing which took the controversial 
action. He said his Board had been 
in contact with officials of the West 
Indies Cricket Players' A.ssociation 
but still was not sure how many 
West Indians had signed for 
Packer. 

The Board issued a prepared 
statement, restating the five points 
highlighted in the original ICC re¬ 
lease on the matter. 

Stollmeyer said he believed West 
Indian crowds would still support 
Test cricket even if the present 
stars reportedly contracted to Pac¬ 
ker went ahead with their plans 
and were banned. 

“Naturally, we do not wish this 
to happen but a lot of young cric¬ 
keters in the islands will get an 
opportunity if the best players opt 
out of Test cricket,” Stollmeyer 
said. 

In one respect, Stollmeyer be¬ 
lieved that the Packer episode had 
been of benefit to the game. 

“We could well have been under- 


. playing the value of cricket to 
sponsors,” he said. “The manner 
of Packer’s entry, however, shows 
that at least one sponsor thinks 
otherwise.” 

Stollmeyer pointed out that the 
Beard relied heavily on Test cric¬ 
ket to subsidise the game at lower 
levels. For the 1977 season, for in¬ 
stance, the inter-territorial Shell 
Shield tournament was run at a 
loss of $112,213 (Trinidad and 
Tobago currency). The 1976 Ben¬ 
son and Hedges youth tournament 
lost $46,237 and a tour by a Eng¬ 
lish youth team $27,800. Only the 
Gillette Cup showed profits in 
1976 and 1977 — $8,458 in the first 
case; $17,546 in the latter. 

For all that. West Indians, not 
least the players involved, have 
reason to be shocked at the turn 
of events. One of the first public 
pronouncements on the issue was 
made by Stollmeyer himself who 
was quoted as saying; “I don’t see 
how anyone can condemn the pla¬ 
yers. After all, the players are not 
that permanent”. 

It was a sentiment which found 
much favour in the Caribbean and 
it was not unnatural for West In¬ 
dian players to have formed the 
impression that they would not be 
sanctioned by their Board for sign¬ 
ing on Packer’s dotted line. It must 
have been a rude awakening for 
them not only to have been con¬ 
demned by the ICC but also to 
have faced a severe ban on their 
cricketing activities. 

Those West Indians involved can 
justifiably claim that they have 
never refused to play for the West 
Indies. It appears that all would be 


free from their Packer contracts 
by the time the A'lstrallan series 
starts in the Caribbean next year 
so that there would have been no 
direct conflict. At leiast one, the 
fast bowler, Michael Holding, said 
right from the start that his loyalty 
is to West Indies cricket and its 
people and intimated that he would 
withdraw from the Packer series 
if the two clashed. 

There are those who will ask 
what is the difference between the 
West tndifin player selling his ta¬ 
lents in Australia to Queensland, 
New South Wales or umoever (as 
several have done) and another 
doing the same to Packer. It is a 
moot point. 

Personally, I feel the institution 
of a ban as official ICC policy is 
a militant action, unnecessary in 
the circumstances. I share the 
widely-held view that the super 
tests will prove far less attractive 
and profitable than Packer and his 
proponents believe and that many 
of the piayer.s involved, particularly 
the younger ones, would have 
quickly drifted back into the ICC 
told of their own accord; 

Now, unless the ban causes wide¬ 
spread defections from Packer’s 
camp, it will only put more than 
SO of the game’s leading players 
into the open market for other en¬ 
trepreneurs, if not Packer himself, 
to stage other “pirate” series else¬ 
where in direct competition with 
those put on by the ICC. 

At present, an irresistible force 
is meeting an immovable object 
with the players squeesed in the 
middle and the game as a whole 
suffering from the impasse. Time 
still remains for the two sides to 
heal their differences. 



of the players who have sigmed contracta for Kocry Packer 
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I’d have signed—Sobers 


fjpHIS is how prominent West In- 
disns reacted to the ban on 
die Kerry Packo' signees by the 
International Cricket Conference: 

SIR GARY SOBERS: am sure 
everyone in cricket hoped that it 
would never come to this. I know 
most of the players concerned per¬ 
sonally and I do not think they 
would have signed without giving 
die matter a great deal of thought. 
If I had been in their position, I 
probably would have signed myself 
although I do not think the ven¬ 
ture is good for cricket generally. 
It is difficult to see how it will 
all end" 

WES HALL: "It must have been 
a shock to the West Indian players 
to- have heard that th^ face a ban 
from the ICC. In this first year, 
there is no clash at all between their 
commitments to the West Indies 
and their contracts with Packer and 
they could only have been put at 
ease by the reported statement of 
the president of the West Indies 
Board, Jeff Stollmeyer, who said 
early on that he could have no 



Cary Sabers . . . it’s not 
good for cricket 


quarrel with players for seeking 
to improve their financial status 
by joining Packer. 1 only hope 
some compromise can still be rea¬ 
ched. even at this late stage, to 
prevent the split in the cricket 
world’’. 

LANCK GIBBS; “It is a great 
pity the ICC had to make such a 
ruling. A person like Alec Bedser 
must now be smiling at the fact 


that many of the overaeat playera 
would now be banned from Eng¬ 
lish county cricket. Thb dispute 
with Packer has provide an ans¬ 
wer to the problem of how to get 
rid of the overseas players in 
county cricket. Whet it will mean 
for the West Indies is that new 
players coming in will hare to sign 
contracts with the Board to ensure 
that they are not lost to ventures 
like Packer’s”. 

JOE SOLOMON: "It is a sad blow 
and I don't know wh'ere it will 
end. Personally, I don’t see the 
Packer series succeeding because 
Australia is the only country—^with 
the exception of ^uth Africa — 
where it would be given permis¬ 
sion to play. Surely, the West In¬ 
dies will miss the banned players 
at first but new ones will emerge 
to take their places”. 

CLIVE LLOYD (as quoted in 
the Jamaica Daily News): "I will 
just have to wait and see. 1 have 
not yet heard from’lhe West Indies 
Board following the ICC announce¬ 
ment. However, I just do not see 
why England should be able to rule 
the other countries. After all, the 
West Indies players are available 
to play for the West Ind'es. We 
have no clash of interests”. 


FTER months of uncertainty 
over whether or not Australia’s 
cricket tour of the West Indies 
early in 1978 would include Gu¬ 
yana and Jamaica on its itinerary, 
the way has finally been cleared 
for visits to both those countries. 

The Governments of Guyana and 
Jamaica had maintained that they 
would not allow any sportsman 
who had competed in either South 
Africa or Rhodesia to enter their 
countries. Since several of the lea¬ 
ding Australian cricketers had 
done so in private capacities, it 
appeared as if Guyana and Jamaica 
would have to be omitted from the 
schedule. 

The matter was resolved at the 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ 
Conference in London in June 
when a resolution on sporting con¬ 
tact with Rhodesia and South 
Africa was adopted. In it, the 
Prime Ministers agreed to “draw a 
veil «‘ver the past” — a phrase 
ndtkh led to the lifting of sanctions 
by the two Governments on those 
Australian players vriio had pre¬ 
viously been to Rhodesia and South 
Africa. 

It is still not certain what the 
political position would be in fu¬ 
ture for tours by Australia, Eng¬ 
land and New Zealand to the 
Caribbean should their leading 
plasrers continue to go to Rhodesia 
and South Africa during the sou¬ 
thern summer. PresuroaUy, a simi¬ 
lar ban would apply and the pro¬ 
blem would conirotit the West In¬ 
dies Board once more. 

For the moment, however, the 


Okay for 

political doubt has disappeared, 
only to be replaced by that cau.sed 
by the confrontation between the 
International Cricket Conference 
and Kerry Packer. 

Since the majority of those who 
have signed to play in Packer’s 
.super-tests arc Australians and 
West Indians, it means that the 
ban from Test cricket they all face 
would seriously diminish the stan¬ 
dard and interest in the 1978 offi¬ 
cial series in the Caribbean. 

Jeffrey Stollmeyer, president of 
the West Indies Board, says he is 
confident that crowds would still 
support Test cricker even if the 
star players are missing. 

He seems to be whistling in the 
dark. Gates must be affected if the 
West Indies are without Vivian 
Richards, Gordon Greenidge, Clive 
Lloyd, Andy Roberts and others 
and if Australia tour minus Dennis 
Lillee, Doug Wsilters and Rodney 
Marsh. 

Hie West Indies Board has also 
announced its schedule for inter¬ 
national cricket in the next few 
years and it shows an extremely 
busy time for those not lured away 
by Packer. 

The itinerary is: 

February to May, 1978: Australia 
to West Indies (five Tests). 

October, 1978, to February, 1979- 
West Indies to India and Sri Lanka 
(five Tests against India). 


Aussie tour 

October to December, 1979: West 
Indies to Pakistan (three Tests). 

January to February, 1980: West 
Indies to New Zealand (three 
Tests). 

February to April, 1980: India 
to the West Indies (four Tests). 

May to September, 1980; West 
Indies to England (full tour). 

Itinerary of Australia’s tour of 
the West Indies: 

FEBRUARY 17, 18, 19, 20: v 
Leeward Islands at Basseterre, St. 
Kitts. Feb. 22: ONE-DAV INTER¬ 
NATIONAL at St. John’s Antigua. 
Feb. 2S, 26, 27, 28: v Trinidad at 
Queen’s Park Oval, Port-of-Spain. 

MARCH 3, 4, 5. 7, 8; FIRST 
TEST at Queen’s Park Oval. Port- 
of-Spain. Mar. 11, 12, 13, 14; v Bar¬ 
bados at Kensington Oval, Bridge¬ 
town. Mar. 17, 18, 19. 21. 22: 

SECOND TEST at Kensington Oval, 
Bridgetown. Mar. 25, 26, 27, 28: v 
Guyana at Bourda, Georgetown. 

MARCH 31, APRIL 1. 2, 4, 5: 
THIRD TEST at Bourda, George¬ 
town. Apr. 7. 8, 9, 10; v Windward 
Islands at St. George’s, Grenada. 
Apr. 12: ONE-DAY INTERNATIO- 
NAL at Castries, St. Lucia. Apr. 
15, 16, 17, 19, 20. FOURTH TEST 
at Queen's Park Oval, Port-of-Spain. 
Apr. 22, 23, 24, 25: v Jamaica at 
Sabina Park, Kingston. 

APRIL 28. 29, 30, MAY 2, 3, 4 
(if needed). FIFTH TEST at Sa¬ 
bina Park. Kingston. 

— TONY COZIER 
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HOCKEY-:- 

AM’s weM at the training camp 


OACH K- S. Gentle U quite 
setisfied with the performance 
of the probables for the fourth 
World Cup hockey tournament in 
Buenos Aires next March. The 
probables are in training at Netaji 
Subhas National Institute of Sports. 
Patiala. 

The first camp which commenced 
on July 15 has been extended till 
September 10, as proposed earlier. 
Gentle, busy chalking out the coa¬ 
ching schedule for the extended 
period with Klahan Lat former 
Olympian and Jagmohan Singh, 
■aid, “This has been done keeping 
in view the ‘extremely good per¬ 
formance* by the players in the 
first 30 days. The ooy» have res¬ 
ponded well to physical condition¬ 
ing. But they will have to put in 
more hard labour". 

The boys who underwent a toujdi 
training schedule looked cheerful 
after a day's rest following the 
completion of a third of their 10- 
day-training cycle.- 

The training at the camp in 
which 60 per cent emphasis is on 
physical ntness, is divided into 
three sessions. The morning hours 
are devoted to flexibility exercises, 
hill and stair case running, hop¬ 
ping on the grass, specific foot 
wont exercises with emphasis on 
■peed and agility, limbering down 
and recovery exercises, besides 
weight training. The players are 
required to go for cross-country 
runs twice a week. 

Keeping in view the ignorance 
of the players towards the rules 

tfi 


of game, periodical classes are be¬ 
ing conducted during the day. The 
evening sessions are devoted to 
regular hockey training with par¬ 
ticular emphasis on the technical 
aspects of the game. However, the 
players for most of the days could 
not cash in on the hockey training 


The schedule 

The revised schedule of camps 
it: 

FIRST CAMP: July 15 to Sep¬ 
tember 10: Hockey training and 
physical conditioning. 

September 11 to Sept. 25; Break 
for general training workouts for 
the players, which they can do on 
their own. 

SECOND CAMP: September 26 
to Oct. 31: Hockey training and 
physical conditioning. 

November 1 to Nov. 10: Break 

November 11 to Nov 16: Tacti¬ 
cal and technical training. 

November 17 to Dec. 23: Compe¬ 
tition training in the Nehru Hoc¬ 
key Tournament and Test matches 
against the visiting Holland team. 

December 24 to Feb. 10: Final 
camp. 

February 11 till the team leaves 
the country: Kitting and other for¬ 
malities and two to three exhibi¬ 
tion matches. 


sessions due to bad weather and 
heavy rains. 

Thirty-two probables will be re¬ 
tained at the end of a three-day 
selection trial, from August 19 to 
21. There will be further elimina¬ 
tion after the second camp. The 
final selection will be made after 
the third camp. The fourth camp 
will be reserved for polishing the 
skills of the players selected to 
represent the country. In between, 
the Indian team would participate 
in the Jawaharlal Nehru Hockey 
Tournament in New Delhi in the 
middle of December. 

Jagmohan Singh, Deputy Direc¬ 
tor of the NIS, who is responsible 
for physical conditioning of the 
team is quite hopeful that by die 
time the players launch dieir 
World Cup campaign, they would 
touch peak form. 

The players will be lodged in 
the newly-constructed Ohyan Chand 
International Hostel, after it is in¬ 
augurated by Sikander Bakht, 
Union Minister for Works & Hou¬ 
sing and Chairman, SNIPES Board 
on August 29. Each room will be 
shared by two or diree players, with 
provision of a common prayer 
room. Entertainment facilities like 
table tennis and reading material 
will be made available. 

Bakht, once a keen hockey pla¬ 
yer himself, is visiting the Insti¬ 
tute at the invitation of Gentle to 
watch how the trainees for the 
World Cup are shaping up. 

— AVINASH SIN(»[ 
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PROFILE- 

S IX YEARS BACK. nine-yMr^old 
Manmcct Singh witnened a 
uble tannis game which featured 
the current National champion 
Manjlt Bua. Tlie first impression 
was lasting and this young tad 
took to the game in absolute eu^ 
neat. Today, the Delhi lad has 
risen tb be tiie junior National 
champion. 

Getting all possible encourage¬ 
ment from his father and brother, 
he first started playing at the 
Sikh Community hall and later on 
became a member of the National 
Stadium where he could get the 
finer tips of the game from the big 
names of the city's table tennis 
fraternity. A student of the Manav- 
shali School, he took parr in the 
school tournament, for the first 
time, where be lost in the semi¬ 
finals. 

At the age of ten, playing his 
first State championships, Manmeet 
won the sub-junior boys' singles 
title on debut. He continued in the 
winning vein to retain the crown, 
till he was out of the sub-Junior 
ranks, in 1975. For the past two 
years he has been the Delhi State 
champion in the juniors section. 

He recalls his victory over sea¬ 
soned campaigner Deepak Vadhera, 
then India's No. 3, with pride. He 
even upset Ajay Sidhaye of Maha¬ 
rashtra in the Times of India tour¬ 
nament, in 1975. He attaches spe¬ 


Manmeet 

Singh 



cial signifkhnce to these vietq^es 
as were achieved when he Was 
still a sub-Junior. 

Playing for tiie first tiine in tiie 
1975 Jaipur Nationals, be met wilii 
little success in the individual 
events, but in the team events, be 
played no mean role in helping hit 
team to gain the runners-up bertit. 
In the 1976 Nationals, at AUa- 
habad, he had matters his own wmr, 
as he swept all opposition on hit 
way to hit maiden junior National 
singles title. He auo represented 
Demi's senior string in the Allaha¬ 
bad Nationals which finished 
fourth. 

A product of coaches Pankaj 
Bhutiuia and R. Tiruvengadam. 
Manmeet will be appearing for his 
school board exams next year. 
After that he intends to be a com¬ 
merce graduate. 

Besides table tennis, he is an 
ardent philatelic fan and alto is 
the vice<aptain of bis school foot¬ 
ball team. 

Practising for three hours .a day, 
15-year-old Manmeet who has a 
variety of services, plans to mas¬ 
ter the art of top spin, as he feels, 
he is not very contistent with his 
pet stroke. But in the meantime, 
he has focussed his eyes on bag¬ 
ging the men's National crown and 
hopes to play for the country in 
the years to come. 

— RUMIE J. GAZDAR 


Howzzat ma’am? 



Deepika Mehra 
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D eepika mehra, a charming 
and petite lass from Delhi has 
qualified as a cricket umpire. 
Deepika is one of ten who success¬ 
fully took the umpire's test con¬ 
ducted by the Delhi and District 
Cricket Association. 

She has cricket in her blood. Her 
father Kishanchand Mehra was 
among Delhi's best batsman in the 
50’s. Her cousin Madan Mehra has 
played for Delhi and the Railways 
in the Ranji Trophy. 

She is a qualified NIS cricket 
coach. She has played for Delhi in 
the National women’s cricket tour¬ 
nament for the Rani Jhansi trophy 
over the last three years and also 
represented North Zone against the 
touring Australian and New Zea¬ 
land teams in 1975 and 1976. 

It is to her credit that from a 
cricket playur she has graduated 
to a qualified coach and is now an 
umpire — the first woman umpire 
in India. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 


Catch this 

B etween the four Mohammad 
brothers they have taken 100 
catches in Test cricket. Wasir tha 
eldest has taken five catches, Hanif 
40, Mushtaq 32 and Sadiq 2l. 

It was Sadiq who took the 100th 
catch in the family whan he caught 
6’ 8" Joel Garner in the final Tast 
against Wast Indias at Jamaica this 
April. 

The Mphammads have also top¬ 
ped the 10,000 run mark in Test 
matches. In all they have totalled 
10,069 runs In 153 combined Tests 
Hanif leading with 3915 runa 
Mushtaq 3283, Sadiq 2070 and Wa- 
sir 801. 

Between them they have hit 29 
Test centuries — the same number 
hit by Don Bradman alone. 

Pakistan has not played a single 
Test without at least one Moham¬ 
mad brother. Now Hanif’s son 
Sholaib seems ready to take over 
from where his father and uncle 
left off, and join his two uncles! 

— K. M. M41 
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Geoff Bojrcott domtooted the Test wWb a maininoth 191. Here he 
drives Gref Chappell te get bis 100th run foe his 100th 
first dess century 


Centre; Boycott is all grace as be drives Bright to the fence 




















To London and after 


IV The first 
Olympic gold 

J OHNNY CARR end Kabul Mu- 
** kherjee were in charge of the 
camp. This is where I saw Kabul 
in the role of coach for the first 
time. Within a couple of days of 
my joining the camp 1 hurt my ribs 
«men I rammed into the opposite 
inside-right Nandi Singh. 1 was in 
hospital for some days. It was in 
this period that on IHF team was 
chosen for another brief tour to 
Ceylon. I was left behind to 
recover. 

I rejoined the coaching camp 
shortly afterwards. I was among 
the 20 players chosen for the Lon¬ 
don Olympics. It was the biggest 
moment of my life. Udham Singh 
and Tarlochan Singh then playing 
for Faridkot State (then a se¬ 
parate affiliate of IHF), had been 
chosen in the original list of 39 
probables. Udham was dropped 
from the team and Tarlochan 
Singh was retained. We were given 
no time to return home and bid 
goodbye to our dear ones. 

In the official team for the Lon¬ 
don Olympics there were as many 
as seven players from Bombay — 
Regie Rodrigues, Maxie Vaz, Leo 
Pinto, Walter D’Souza, Lawrie 
Fernandez, R. S. Gentle and Amir 
Kumar. Keshav Dutt (Bengal) and 
Amir Kumar were from the school 
of Punjab hockey. Th^ had migra¬ 
ted to Calcutta and Bombay, res¬ 
pectively to take up jobs. Techni¬ 
cally I was the only player chosen 


from Punjab. Among the centre- 
forwards were Regie Rodrigues, 
Glacken (Bengal) and myself. Sha- 
kur, another centre-forward, was 
the unofficial 21st member of the 
team and went on his own from 
Bhopal. Our vice-captain was K. D. 
Sin^ Babu, a flamboyant player 
as mercurial as hit flashy game, 
and the absolute opposite of the 
self-effacing figure of right-winger 
Kishan Lai (Milways) who was 
named captain. It was a thrilling 
experience to be chosen to repre¬ 
sent India. 

A. C. Chatterji and P a n k a j 
Gupta were our joint-managers. 
But Pankaj did not stay with the 
team as he had taken his wife 
along on this tour. 

The team left for London two 
weeks before the Olympics. When 
I alighted from the plane I was 
wearing my uniform with the two 
stars of a sub-inspector on my 
apaulettc. Two British cops, secu¬ 
rity men, smiled at me as they 
greeted me; “Hello Lieutenant,’’ 
and shook hands warmly. On the 
tarmac Sir John Bennett, then 
member of the Olympic reception 
committee, received us with 
warmth. He was specially delighted 
about my inclusion in the Indian 
team and was extremely happy 
that 1 was his only protege to be 
chosen. He had every reason to 
feel proud of me, for, he was the 
man who had inducted me into 
the Police Force. Also present at 
the airport was Punjab’s former 
Deputy Inspector-General of Po¬ 
lice, Gainsford, who shook hands 
with me and asked if 1 remember¬ 
ed him. I did not. But when he re- 



Bnlbir Sint^ being introduced to first Indian Govenu*' General C. 
Rajatgopa.Whar f when the team returned from London. Others (from 1): 
L. FcrniifKles KcMuv Jhstt, R. S. Gentle, Akbtar Hussain 
and Tarlochan Skigh 


THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 


MYtlOCKfYDAYB 



Balbir Singh 


(as told to Samuel Banerjec) 

minded me of the famous attack 
on the police by Red Shirt rebels 
1 remembered who Gainsford was. 
He had been hit by an iron rod 
and one of his eyes was gouged out 
by the rebels v^o resisted arrest. 
Timely medical aid saved his other 
eye. 

Sir John hugged me — a possi¬ 
bility that may never have arisen 
in British India. One must give full 
credit to the Britons in this regard. 
They can be the best of friends 
and the worst of rulers. Sir John 
warned us that we would not find 
it easy in the beginning to adjust 
to the pace of the hockey pitches 
in England. The grounds, he said, 
were heavily turfed and tended to 
be slow. “You cannot afford to wait 
for the ball,’’ he said. “You will 
have to go for it and move with it.” 
It was an advice that sunk home 
and we gave one of the most plea¬ 
ting displays of post-war Olympics. 

It was at the London Olympics 
that Pakistan made their first 
appearance. The Indian and Paki¬ 
stani teams were billeted at difl^e- 
rent places. We first met at the 
Wembly Stadium during the cere¬ 
monial opening of the games. 
Niaz Khan, Dara, Shahrukh, 
Mehmood and Aziz saw us but 1 
was surprised to notice that our 
old friends were deliberately try¬ 
ing to keep a distance from us. 
The openness was missing, our 
feeling were mixed. 

When the Games opened I was 
not included in the first match. I 
played in the second match when 
Regie reported sick. This was 
against Argentina. We won . 9-1 
and it turned out to be a great 
debut for me in Olympic hockey. 
I scored six goals, including a hat- 
trick. For the match against 
Spain, I was asked to get ready 
but just before I was entering the 
ground I was told to stay back at 
the instance of Pankaj Gupta who 
was keen on Nandi Sin^. We 
managed to win with a great deal 
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of diOculty. It WM • tough oit- 
eomter. For many of ua it wa» Uw 
mt oaporioDca w playing on wot 
ground. 

In tho aomUlnala againat Hoi* 
land I araa aalactad In tba drat 
XI. I actually antarad dia ground 
and «raa Juat about to b^yniff 
^an Xiahan Lai told ma diat 
Chattarji and PankaJ Gupta want* 
ad ma back in tba pavilion, 
dackan^ ha aaid, would play tba 
nutcb. Thia incident could have 
taken tba wind out of any young.* 
ater. Excluaion from the team did 
not bother me mimh; the bruaque 
manlier in which I waa twice vir¬ 
tually pulled out at the last mo¬ 
ment ined me. Again India were 
faced with a tough defence. We 
wasted many chances—Glacken 
was just a passenger never know- 
ing what to do with several pass¬ 
es diat came bit way. We won 
2*1. 

In the final, I was in the team. 

I was not too sure if they would 
really let me play. The Indians in 
general, the migrants who formed 
a sizable portion of the crowd, 
clamoured for my inclusion and 
Chatterji put his foot down by 
teiiing the tour selection commit¬ 
tee that 1 must play. It was India’s 
first ever match against Great 
Britain. 

Twice during the match we had 
a slight drizzle and the ground be¬ 
came heavy and slippery. Kishan 
Lai end Babu took off their shoes 
and played barefoot to the amuse¬ 
ment of the crowd. Britons were 
full of confidence for they had bea¬ 
ten Pakistan squarely in the semi¬ 
finals by two goals to zero shutting 
out all hopes of the new nation. 
Their confidence was short-lived. 
In the first half I scored twice— 
both hits taken from the top of 
the circle off passes from Khdian 
Lai and Babu. The spectators were 
thrilled. Many wondered why I had 
not played in the earlier matches 
after my opening game in which I 
had scored six goals — one match 
and the half of another to go and I 
had already a tally of eight goals. 
Tarlochan converted a penalty cor¬ 
ner early in the second half and 
Pat Jansen scored a field goal to 
and British hopes. We were on the 
attack throughout. The goal medal 
was ours. 

The (Nympics over, we went to 
the European mainland and visited 
France, Czechoslovakia and Swit¬ 
zerland. This took us a fortnight. 
We played some matches but the 
brief tour was more of a goodwill 
nature and earned India a great 
deal of fame. None of us had visit¬ 
ed Europe before and we were 
thrilled by the sights we saw. 

Bombay Utwally unrolled its 
biggest red carpet It was natural. 
For this city had the largest con¬ 
tingent on our Olympic team. We 
were swept off our feet and it was 


here that I realized what victory 
meant to our nation, starved as ft 
is ot world class accomplishments. 
Hockey was tiie only sport that 
gave tile country something of a 
ray of golden hope, something to 
mout everywhere. In Delhi Presi¬ 
dent Rajendra Prasad and Prime 
Minister Nehru came to see a 
match that bad been arranged at 
the National Stadium. There was a 
huge crowd. 

Nehru remarked when somebody 
asked him how he liked the game 
cf the Olympic champions: "The 
crowd was so thick and people 
piling over each other that 1 could 
not see the match at all.” 

Nevertheless, Nehru, warm and 
humane as he always was, hugged 
and patted each one of us and en 
couraged us with words that in 
effect meant that we must never 
become complacent. “Look to the 
next challenge and prepare for it 
in right earnest,” he told us. 

The press claimed that 70,000 
people watched the match that day 
at the National Stadium. A huge 
roar went up when 1 scored the 
only goal of the match to give the 
Olympians victory. 

Sports lover 

Nehru, a sports lover, was the 
one who gave his full backing to 
the idea of having an Asian Games 
and his dream was fulfilled when 
India staged the first Asian in 1951 
in New Delhi. Between 1948 and 
1951 I called on Nehru at Teen 
Murti several times. The moment 
his staff conveyed him the mes¬ 
sage that “Ol^pian Balbir” want, 
ed to meet him he summoned me 
to his room. On each-occasion he 
greeted me warmly, asked about 
players, enquired it I had any dif¬ 
ficulty, wanted to know what were 
the prospects of India in future in¬ 
ternational meets. He was the 
proudest man in the nation when 
we showed him our gold medals 
in 1952 and 1956. “Your victories 
give the nation a certain stature. 
Keep it up,” he toid us. 

While the Bhakra dam was under 
construction, Nehru took personal 
interest in Punjab. He knew the 
State had suffered most in the 
aftermath of Partition. 

It was in July 1954 for the open¬ 
ing of the Bhakra Canal that Nehru 
came to Punjab on one of his 
numerous visits. I was then posted 
as Inspector of Police in jUlfundur 
Cantt. I was chosen Inspector in 
charge of Nehru’s security guard 
at Sutlej Sadan (Rest House) in 
Nnngal. The guard was ready. 
Nehru came and we presented 
arms; in full police ceremonial uni¬ 
form 1 saluted this great man. A 
ceremonial uniform is a flashy 
dress in which it is difficult to 


recognize the wearer. As 1 teluted 
1 new'Nehru looking et me. A look 
of recognition Hashed in his eyes, 
but be went inside. Shrotly an om- 
cer of Nehru’s personal staff came 
out and asked me if I was “Olym¬ 
pian Mbir Sini^.” When I told 
him I was, he said Ndhni wanted 
to meet me et 3.S5 p-m. that eve¬ 
ning before he went out to attend 
ceremonies connected with the 
opening of the Hiakre Canal. It was 
2.50 p.m. when the then Punjab 
Governor, Chief Minister Partap 
Siniih Kaircm, PEPSU Raj Pra- 
mufch Maharaja Yadavlndra Singh, 
the Punjab Inspector General of 
Police, D. C. Lai and otiier senior 
officers started coming to Rest 
House. I was in a fix. Nehru want¬ 
ed me in ar 3.55 p.m. How could 
1 go ahead of these top officiab 
and very important persons? How 
could I dare bypass the Inspector- 
General of Police in my uniform? 
Undecided I stood stock still. At 
3.59 p.m. Nehru emerged and igno¬ 
ring everybody beckoned me. As I 
came near him he hugged me. 

“Didn’t somebody tell you diat 
you were to meet me at 3..‘;S?” he 
asked smiling all the time My legs 
shook as I said “Yes sir,” and went 
on to explain to him that I could 
not dare go to him in the presence 
of such big officers. 

"But I had asked you to come 
in. How did it matter tint your 
officers were here? Anyway, forget 
it. Are you playing hockey?” he 
enquired. “Do you play everyday? 
Are your other colleagues also 
playing seriously? Are they all 
well and happy?” He asked me so 
many questions in one breath tiiat 
all I could answer was “Yes sir.” 

He held my arm and said: "You 
will have to win again. We muat 
continue to remain world cham¬ 
pions. Tali this to all your friends. 
Tell them India needs them badly. 
They are the hopes of this nation.” 

As ha prepared to go he waved 
at me and said: "Any time you are 
in any difficulty you are free to 
come to me.” 

It was enough for me to get 
blessings of this man, tills man 
who has given India a distinct sta¬ 
ture among world nations. I had 
the deepest regard for him. This 
was specially so because I came 
from a family of political sufferers. 
My faffier was elated when 1 tidd 
him how Nehru bad treated us. 

(to be continued) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New 
Delhi-110 002. 
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Athletics 


Three stars— 
fallible and 
very human 

J OHN WALKER, New Zealand's 
world mile record holder end 
Olympic 1,500 metres champion, 
racing over 800 metres. . . Dick 
Quax, a fellow Kiwi, the new world 
record holder for 5,000 metres and 
Olympic silver medal winner, run¬ 
ning in his speciality . . . Britain’s 
Brendan Foster, the European 5,000 
metres champioAt out for the fas¬ 
test possible time in the 10,000 
metres. 

All three are world record hol¬ 
ders: But it is not even their capa¬ 
city to halt stop watches early 
which excites me mc»st. Rather it is 
their very fallibility, even while 
they are giants of their sport. 

And yet when I think of them I 
think of my friend Antoine Blon- 
din, a hard-drinking sports lover 
and his philosophy: 

"Hie athlete remains a man 
who speaks completely alone. 
Each race or competition 
consists first of all, as a dia¬ 
logue with himself, carrying 
an answer to the question he 
himself has posed. 

“In this perspective the 
loser who surpasses himself 
is a secret victor. It does not 
matter where he finished if, 
among those he beat, he in¬ 
cludes the man he was yes- 



has decided to burst the wall 
of his prison.” 

That quotation, which 1 have 
used often before, may seem a tri¬ 
fle melodramatic to such seemingly 
solid, earthy characters as Walker, 
Quax and Foster. But I still think 
that they reflect, basically that 
philoiiophy. 

Take Walker, that big blond un¬ 
shaven man who shambled wearily 
into Crystal Palace recently, still 
worrying about the cramping right 
calf muscle, which let him down 
last time he raced in London. 


track like a bionic Steve Austin 
who had never known a moment’s 
physical discomfort in his life. 

But we know, don’t we—because 
I’ve just told you — that John 
Walker is really as human as you 
and I. 

And so is Dick Quax, who re¬ 
cently ran 5,000 metres in 12 mins, 
12.9 seconds to make all the records 
of Zatopek, Chataway, Kuts, and 
even Lasse Viren, look old hat. 

Quax is 29, now a near veteran 
by athletic standards, who won his 
first major medal in the 1970 Com¬ 
monwealth Games in Edinburgh. 


“Want a physio, John?" 1 asked 
him. “I could do with one, Neil,” 
he replied. ‘T’ve been going well 
but it can still tighten right up in 
the middle of training even so I 
think I am getting in line now for 
a world 1,500 metres record.” 

So I got him ultra-sonic treat¬ 
ment, in about ten minutes flat, 
from a girl who had come to the 


In 1974, I saw him frustratedly 
withdraw from the Christchurch 
Commonwealth Games with a 
stressed fracture of his foot. 

Nineteen months later he had a 
three-hour operation on both legs 
for shin splints, which freed him 
from intermittent pain for the first 
time in about seven years of 
running. 


terday. The athlete runs meeting with me and an hour after 
agaii»t his shadow. Hie ath- the European Cup semi-final was 
lete is a modern man who over Walker ran six laps of the 



And Brendan Foster? Very hu¬ 
man too, like Walker and Quax. 
Always trying to avoid any undue 
pressure from the press, before 
coming down to London .town to 
set the Palace alight again. 

"Listen, Stan.” 1 told Foster’s 
trainer, "I’m a furious athletics 
supporter you know and that’s why 
1 want to find out what Bren’s up 
to next.” 

"<%, aye, fair enough,” said Stan 
Long. “I’m a serious coach, too, 
and that’s why I am not telling 
you." 

We both started to lau^. Just 
like Dick Quax telling me about 
the Sunday paper man criticising 
modern athletes for wearing long 
white socks. As Dick said: “It’s 
great to be back in England fmr- 
ward to you buying me a pint” 

— NEIL ALLEN 
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Don't rule out the 


D espite the fact that the Asian 
squad is amongst the weakest 
of die eight teams participating in 
the World Cup Athletics, there are 
some new names, likely to cause 
upsets in a number of events. 

Distance runner Kamata (Japan) 
for instance, who is entered lor the 
10,000 metres by virtue of his 27 
mis. 48S3 at World Games in Hel¬ 
sinki, has now clocked 13 mts. 2S.4 
secs, for the 5,000 metres, the fas¬ 
test ever by an Asian. He finished 
just ahead of teammate and official 
5,000 metres nominee for Dussel- 
dorf, Klta (13 mts. 27.4 secs.), in 
an international meet in Stockholm 
recently. 

Hie same meeting saw Japanese 
miier Ishii win the 1,500 metres in 
3 mts. 40.4 secs., with plenty to 
spare. This gutsy runner, who has 
a 3 mts. 39.5 secs., win to his ere 
dit last season may well prove to 
be a dark horse in the World Cup 
1,500 metre.s final, where all eyes 
will be turned to the long awaited 
Bayi-Waiker duel along with the 
likely appearance of another pro¬ 
digy Steve Ovett (UK). 


Yet another distance runner to 
impress in European circuit is Ja¬ 
pan’s Takeshi who has to his cre¬ 
dit 28 mts. 01.0 sec. recorded on 
July 4, also at Stockholm in the 
10,000 metres won by the reigning 
world record holder Samson 
Kimombwa. 19-year-old Usui, who 
overhauled Montreal star Arnie 
Robinson (USA) with an 8.08 
metres leap in the long jump in 
the Japanese Championships at 
Tokyo, is also a man to watch dur¬ 
ing the coming weeks. 

For India’s Sriram Singh the 
first test at Louvanne (Belgium) 
in the Van Damme Memorial Meet 
will determine his state of readi¬ 
ness to tackle Messers Juantorena 
and Mike Boit (Kenya) at Dussel- 
dorf. 

Youngster Uday Prabhu’s 46.6 
secs, compares favourably witi; the 
times being currently recorded in 
international meets, and much will 
depend upon how the Karnataka 
quarter milcr can tackle new oppo¬ 
sition and the synthetic track. 

— RANJIT BHATIA 


Honours shared 


N a dual competition that pro¬ 
jected keen spectator interest, 
the honours were equally shared 
in the Sri Lanka Government Ser¬ 
vices versus the Athletic Institute 
of Hyderabad annual champion¬ 
ships. The meet was held on the 
grass track of the Police Park, 
Bambalapitiya, Colombo, recently. 

There were no points awarded 
but Hyderabad’s top contingent 
comprising 20 athletes (men and 
women) had the better of the 
men’s events, winning eleven out 
of the 17, whilst in the women’s 
events the Sri Lanka girls showed 
remarkable superiority winning 
five of the 12 events. 

Two Sri Lanka national records 
and seven meet records were esta¬ 
blished on the grass track of the 
Polke Park, which tended to be on 
the slew side following a month’s 
unprecedented rain. Under these 
circumstances the fecords were all 
the more creditable. 

Hyderabad's S. Balasubramanism 
lowered a two-year-old national 
mark established by K. E. J. R. 
Perera of the Ace Athletic CHub 
(Colombo) in the national cham¬ 
pionships. Balasubramaniam clear¬ 
ed so feet 10 inches clipping 
Perera's record by seven inches. 

The odier national record lower¬ 



K. 6. B«dra 


Asians 



Vday Prabba 


ed was by the burly Ceylonese, 
Roger O’Silva in the putt ^ot. He 
improved on his own .national re¬ 
cord established in 1974, when he 
threw the putt 47 feet 2 inches 
bettering his mark by 10 inches. 
Both these records are awaiting 
ratification by the Sri Lanka Ath¬ 
letic Federation. 

The others responsible for meet 
records were K. G. Badra (women’s 
200 metres), S. Yinuta (Hydera¬ 
bad) women’s 100 metres hurdles, 
K. G. Badra in the women’s 100 
metres, R. Rajendran (Govt. Ser¬ 
vices) in the men’s 1,500 metres, 
W. G. Ariyasena in the novices 
5,000 metres, K. G. Badra in 400 
metres (women) and Dervin Perera 
in 400 metres (men). 

— CHRISTIE SENEVIRATNE 


Heard this one? 

A weekend erkketm- bought a 
bat on hire purchase. Several 
weeks later, a collector called on 
him. 

‘Now look here,’ said the col¬ 
lector, ‘you’re eight payments be¬ 
hind wini your instalments.* 

*Well,* said the batsman, ‘you 
advertise Pay as you Play, don’t 
you?* 

•So?’ 

*1 play very badly.’ 
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Zonal round - up 

NORTH 


Punjab Jr. 
Wrestling 

A mritsar district with 31 

points won team championship 
in the PuiUab State Inter-District 
Wrestling Championships for boys 
held recently at Rupnagar. Ovec 
IM young wrestlers (under-19) 
from all the 12 districts of Punjab 
participated in the competition 
which is organised annually by the 
Sports Department, Punjab under 
the scheme 'Catch dtem young’. 

According to S. Balbir Singh, 
Directm- of Sport, Punjab, and ex¬ 
perts, the standard of wrestling 
was better than witnessed last year. 



A lightdieavy bout in profreaa 


The lads have strength and sta¬ 
mina, and with proper coaching, 
these youngsters are likely to 
bloom into champions of 
tnr^orrow. 

Keen bouts were witnessed in 
lightheavy weight (81 Kg.) class 
in which Kartar Singh of Amritsar 


beat the national schools’ champion 
Des Raj on points and in the wel¬ 
ter-weight (70 Kg.) division, in 
which Jagdev Singh, a second-ran¬ 
ked inter-University wrestler, de¬ 
feated Veer Singh of Hoshiarpur 
by a fall. 

-- M. P. VERMA 



Corporal Chmrian receiving the Western Air Comnuuid best 
athlete trophy at die WAl.C. athletic chan^iionship from 
Sorjit Puoki, wife of Air Vice-Marshal G. S. Punia in Delhi 


laebir Singh, captain of Lucknow Panthers receiving the 
ifCC Invitation Cricket Tournament trophy from Dr. Mrs. 
Raxia Hussain in Sultanpur. Iliey beat 
Islam Gym., Allahabad ▼ 



U. P. cricketer 
passes away 

of the most colourful per- 
Bonalities in sports in U.P., 
J. E. Alexander, former U. P. Ranji 
trophy skipper expired at his resi¬ 
dence in the Railway colony, Alla¬ 
habad at the age of about 58, of 
cancer. He had played both for 
U P. and Bengal in Ranji trophy 
and also for the Rest in the Bom¬ 
bay Pentangular, cricket tourna¬ 
ment. 

One of the finest left-arm opening 
bowlers of his time he had many 
outstanding bowling feau to his 
credit and helped his teams win 
numerous trophies. 

In Calcutta, he had played for 
Town Club under Niren Dey’s cap¬ 
taincy who later on became Attor¬ 
ney General of India. 

He was also an outstanding ath¬ 
lete and a fine footballer. 

This unassuming cricketer had 
the distinction of opening both the 
batting and bowling for U.P. on 
his first appearance against Central 
India in 1938-39. 

He took eight wickeu — six in 
the first and tyro in the second and 
was the top scorer of his side 4 not 
out and 39 not out. 

In the next session, bis bowling 
enabled UJP. to avenge the defeat 
sustained at the hands of Central 
India in the previous year and 
paved the way fm- U.P.’s reaching 
the final under Palia’s captaincy. 
He took 4 for 15 and 3 for 61. He 
had clean bowled Test cricketer 
Mushtaq Ali for 15. 

During the 1940-41 season, he 
took 4 wickets for 20 runs against 
Benul and 7 for 29 against Madras 
in the second innings. 

— S. P. DEB 
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L oiin i f'ou nd - u p 

SOUTH 


‘Mini 

Olympics’ 



LEFT: R. JamU- 
nJui <8t. X»«ri> 
er’s) fiiUahingthe 
100 m. lie woo 
th e * individiuri 
champion* 
ship. RIGHT: 
SecoM S harm a 
(Baldwin**), win¬ 
ner of the 60 m. 
hurdles and Iona 
Juam and indivi* 
dual champion¬ 
ship 


>T«HE KARNATAKA Olympic As- 
sociation’s ‘Mini Olympics’, the 
first of its kind in the country for 
14-year-olds and under, held at the 
Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Banga¬ 
lore was a 'Maxi success*. 

Nearly 1,500 stars of the future 
from 40 schools, about 500 of them 
from rural areas, put their best 
foot forward to earn laurels in this 
unique meet, the brainchild of the 
late Jeenabhai Davidoss, former 
President of the K.O.A., whose 
dream came true in a most spec¬ 
tacular way. 

There were entries galore for 
every event and the boys 800 
metres had to be run in two heats, 
while there were 40 runners in the 
girls' 600 metres which saw K. R. 
Usha of Kolar Athletic Club pick 
up the meets’s first gold medal 
with her teammates taking the 
next three places. 

Fourteen-ycar-old R. Janakirajan 
of St. Xavier’s High School crown¬ 
ed himself with glory by emerg¬ 
ing top athlete among boys. He 
stole the thunder on the second 


day of this three-day meet to pick 
up three ‘golds’ in the long jump, 
shot putt and 80 metres hurdles 
events. He then capped his great 
display by winning the 100 metres 
cn the final day. 

Top honours among girls went to 
Seema Sharma of Baldwin’s Girls 
High School who.se triumphs in the 
tong jump and 80 metres hurdles 
not only brought her the glory but 
helped her school win the team 
championship. 

Cathedral High School, whose 
seniors have been blazing a grand 
victory trail in Inter-School relays, 
came up with a rousing display to 
win both the relays here among 
boys and took the team title as 
well. 

Pushpa Nachappa of Sacred 
Hearts emerged the fastest girl of 
tHF meet, while T. Kahtesh of the 
National High School won two golds 
among boys with victories in the 
high jump and discus events. 

St. Joseph's Boys High School 
produced a 'Mark Spitz' in the 



dashing Paul D’Souza who vmn six 
golds and two silvers to win top 
honours in swimming. The Josephi- 
tes won the team title. 

Best among girls was Sadhana 
Herur of East West School who 
bagged three gold medals, one sil¬ 
ver and a bronze to help her school 
win top honours. She nad to stave 
off a strong challenge from Sophias 
who had two brilliant swimmers in 
sisters Caroline and Sheridan 
Blanchard, from Canada. 

K. Devaki of R.T.C. Girls School 
and Cathedral’s Chen-Yi-Wong per¬ 
formed superbly on the cycle track 
to win two gold medals apiece. In¬ 
cidentally, this was the same track 
used for the Nationals here re¬ 
cently and some of the K.O.A. 
'critics’ who had condemned the 
track before found it fit for ‘minis’. 

— R. ARVI NOAM 


Mysore T.T. 

TN the district level table tennis 
^ tournament conducted by the 
Chiranjeevi Sangha of Mysore, 
under the auspices of the Mysore 
District Table Tennis Association, 
Ramesh exhibited excellent tempe¬ 
rament and won both the men’s 
singles and the men’s doubles. 

Women’s singles: Devaki beat 
Rajeswari 18-21, 21-10, 21-19. 

Men’s doubles: Ramesh and Na- 
garaj beat Raghavendra and Vallish 
18-21, 21-15, 21-19. 

Men’s singles: Ramesh beat 
Gunda 2M5, 21-16, 21-16. 

J unior singles; Venkatesh beat 
chander 21-17, 20-22, 25-23. 

— K. RAMASWAMY 



The C.I.L. team won the Travaacarc Cup Hockey louraament 
in Bangalore, defeating K.6.R.P. 1st Battalion 
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Niki Lauda back frotn the flames is making 
a fudastic bid for the world title 

Fireball Lauda 


A ustrian Niki Lauda made a Triumphant 
return to win the German Grand Prix at 
Hockcnhelni early thi& month 

One year ago Lauda crashed in flames in the 
same race and was given the Iasi rites in hospital. 

Because of his crash and the tack of safety 
facilities at Nurburgring, tlie Grand Prix was .swit¬ 
ched to Hockenhelm. 

And Lauda was in magnificent form, driving his 
flame red Ferrari at an average speed of 129.58 
miles an hour, finishing 14.33 sec. aliead of his nea¬ 
rest rival Jody Scheckter of South Africa 

After his victory Lauda said: “It is especially 
good to win in Germany because of the past. The 
Germans have been giving me a hard time over the 
change from the Nurburgring. Now i have shown 
them ri^i in front of their eyes. 

“I have finally killed off the ghost of that crash 
for ever with this win” 

Lauda had started in third place behind 
Scheckter and John Watson. Watson lasted only 
seven laps before his engine blew up and Lauda 
sailed past Scheckter on the 13th lap to take the 
lead which he held to the end. 

The victory puts Lauda 10 points clear in the 
1977 World Championship with 48 to Scheckter’s 38. 

Current World Champion James Hunt's engine 
conked out after 32 laps when he was lying third. 

WORLD STANDINGS. — Lauda 48, .Scheckter 
98, Mario Andretti 32, Carlos Reutemann 31, Hunt 
22, Gunnar Nilsson 20. 



Boiiibav 400 012 


L' MiM"- I'l' 

Jody Scheckter, in his Wolf-Ford WRl amt 
using Caotrol products, is ^aced second in 
the tide race 
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den^ «U9~M4d{ag in 
^ Allahabad, jud^ag by tba 
■pccimeas R. J. Ba»e tends me 
from time to time. Take a look at 
dtit one from a local tournamimt; 


J 10 * 

X X X X 
K Q X X X 
X 


(N) 


S 

ail (W) 

A J X X X 
A IC J X X X f 


K 9 X X 
(E) A K 0 J X 

10 X 

10 X 


(S) 


A Q 8 X X 

10 X X X 


X 

Q 9 8 


Dealer West: 

None 

vulnerahle: 

Bidding:- W 

N 

E S 

1C 

P 

2H , P 

3C 

P 

3S P 

4D 

P 

4N P 

5H 

P 

6H P 

7C 

P 

P P 


The M Club’ bid wa.<i supposed to 
be 17 plus H.C.P. and East's ‘2 
Heart' bid natural 12 plus. East 
has some cause for ofttimism, but 
West was playing bridge in a 
dream world ail his own. 


The knave of spades was led, 
ducked in dummy and overtaken 
by South (Burke) with his Queen. 
He doesn’t care to explain his rea¬ 
son for this play or what happened 
afterwards, but the contract was 
.set only one trick. “How wrong 
was I to feel content with setting 
a grand slam by one trick?” He 
asks, looking for a shoulder to cry 
on “My teammate D. N. Srivastava 
in the other room rested quietly in 
‘4 Hearts' and was set three tricks 
after the lead of South’s singleton 
diamond . . we lost 3 IMPs. on the 
board.” 


I've been trying to figure out 
how the defence took just one 
trick against 7 clubs. Only the 
weird return of a heart or club at 
trick two can achieve this. Perhaps 
Burke shot back a trump in a 
heroic effort to inhibit the 
finesse. . . 


The curiou.s part of the hand is 
that nothing beyond a partial is 
available on the Ea.st West cards 
despite their impressive values. 
Burke aptly labels this hand “No 
where to gol” 

The correct contract for E W i.s 
**3NT” by East. It takes an inspired, 
wildly unlikely diamond lead to 
defeat it. On misfit hands such as 
this, the golden rule is to give up 
early. If values impel a game-bid, 
then “3NT” is usually the perfect 
spot. But few players can resist a 
tussle. . . . 

I remember a tussle at rubber- 
bridge in the early hours of the 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 


morning. Drinks had been flowing 
and the stakes were high. . . 

A K J 10 8 7 6 
nil 

X X 

X x X X 


nil 

Q J X X X X X 

XXX 

A K 10 

Bidding- E S W N 

1C (strong) IS! P 4S 

P 5H P SS 

Dbl. 6H Dbl.eS 

Dbl. ? 


“I.et’s save atleast one round of 
bidding, shall we?” South turned 
round to a kibitzer at his elbow. 
‘•7 spades!” West doubled and 
North infuriated by his partner’s 
aside, spot out a spiteful redouble. 


The opening lead wa.s the club 
nine, East's knave losing to South’s 
King. A low heart ruff on the board 
fetched the Ace from East, The Ace 
of spades drew the blank Q from 
East and two more rounds of 
trumps were drawn. A second club 
to hand finessing the ten spot and 
a heart ruff saw East's King hit 
the table and the roof caved in. 
The full hand being.— 

A K J 10 8 7 6 

nil 

X X 

X X X X 


<N) 


9 X X X X 
109 X x(Wt 
K 

9 K X 


Q 

(E) A K 

A Q J to 9 8 7 
Q J X 


nil 

Q J X X X X X 
XXX 

A K 10 


West, as you can see, was trump- 
couped in the five-card ending:— 



10 $ 
nil 



X X 

\ 


9 X 


nil 

10 9 


nil 

K 


A Q J 10 X 

nil 

nil 

Q J X X X 

nil 

nil 

nil 


btwen'A.'XuM jdl'lMariil 
Nmrth pltdiad bto toeing diamondt 
■nd the next heart left .West 
defenceleM. 

Drinks were on the house , . . 1 
certainly haven’t proved my point 
about’bidding on misfits, «o If you 
are looking for a hand in a mil¬ 
lion, don’t take my advice, just 
keep on bidding. One day you’re 
going to get Iwky. 

W HAT did you make of last 
w e e k’s Khubchandani’s 
Bridge World hand? 

X X 

Q J 9 8 X 
A X X 
Q X X 


A Q 10 X 

A K 10 X X 

X 

A X X 

Contract: 6 hearts. Lead Diamond 
Queen. 

The percentage tine against per¬ 
fect defence is to play a low club 
from hand, hoping for the King 
with West and if Uiis works to 
bank on the finesse of the spade 
Queen. If clubs are sour, declarer 
can still be home if East has both 
King and Knave of sp.iiics. This 
is the Bridge World line. The snag 
it highlights is to avoid drawing 
two rounds of trumps to start with. 
If this is done. South goes down, 
whenever the club King is off-side 
even though .spades are friendly. 
He ha.s to use two trump entries to 
dummy for the double spade 
finesse and is left with a trump 
.short with which to ruff dummy's 
last diamond. However, when 
Khubchandani asked me to play 
the hand, I came out with the solu¬ 
tion he had in mind. "Unless Ga- 
rozzo is on my left, I think I’ll go 
for the deep finesse of spades. If 
I lose to an honour on my left, I 
can ruff both diamonds hi^ in 
hand and the run of dummy's 
trumps will squeeze either oppo¬ 
nent who has four spades if he also 
has the club King, provided, of 
course, at least one spade honour 
is on my right.” The ‘unless’ is be¬ 
cause when West wins the spade at 
trick two a spade return destroys 
the squeeze. For that matter, even 
a duck by West with the King of 
spades spikes declarer’s guns. If 
you think either of these defences 
easy, I am going to ask for a re¬ 
placement when I come up against 
you. . , 

I think except against the touj^- 
est defenders, Khubchandani’s 
line wrtiich he seems to have tele- 
pathicaily conveyed to me off^ 
the best chance of success. What 
do you think? 

By the way. the suggMted Uae 
works even after a spade return 
if East has the club King with the 
long spades. 


SPORTSWEEK, August 28, 1977 




Midt, Mimf 3& 112 IK. Hi. 

117 37. HI. Iritoh (1) 33. Hdl. 


by ARBIES 


it 

iiSiCHESS 


I N many variations of Sicilian De¬ 
fence Black is required to face 
a fightening Pawn storming attack. 
If he can successfully accomplish 
the task of defence, he can reap the 
fruits in the end game. In this game, 
played in an international tourna¬ 
ment in Yugoslavia, White’s frus¬ 
trated attack leaves him with a bad 
Bishop and vulnerable Pawns. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: Sigurjohnsson 
Black: Hort.- 

1. PK4, PQB4 2. NKB3, NQB3 3. 
PQ4. PxP 4. NxP, NB3 S. NQB3, 
PQ3 6. BQB4. QN3 (a) 7. N4N5, 
PQR3 8. BK3, QR4 (b) 9. NQ4, 
NK4 10. NN3, QB2 11. BK2. PK3 
12. PQR4. P0N3 13. QQ4, RQNl 14. 
00, BK2 I*;. PB4, NN3 16. QQl. 00 
17. BQ3. BN2 18. QK2, RRl 19. 
QRKl (c) KRKl 20. PN4, PQ4 (d) 
21. PK5, NK5 22. BQ4, BNS 23. RB3 
(e) BB3! 24. RlKBl, BxN 25. PxB, 
BxP 26. BxRP, NB4I 27. BNS, BxB 
26. QxB, KRQBl 29. RK3. QB3! (f) 
30. QxQ, RxQ 31. PBS, NBl 32. 
R3B3. RB2 33. RRl <g) RxRch 34. 


45. KK3, NxP 46. fttPch, KxP 47. 
BxN, Kxfi 48. NN3. NQ3 49. KB3. 
PR4 SO. NBl, PNSch 51. KB2, PR5 
1. NQ3ch, KQ5-S3. KK2. NB2I 54. 
NB4, NK4 White resigns. 

(a) This move sidesteps the nor¬ 
mal lines with 6. . . PK3. Apart 
from the text White has a <^aice 
between 7. NN3, BNS 8. PB3, BQ2 
9. 0K2, PQR3 10. BK3, QR4, fl. 
NQ4. PK3 12. BN3 (Saks-Csom, 
Hungarian Ch. 1976) and 7. N4I^ 
PK3 8. BN3, BK2 9.00, 00 10. QQ3 
<Bronstein-Gulko, USSRch. 1975). 

(b) 8. . . QQl 9. NQ4, PK3 10. 
QK2, BK2 11. 000, 00 transposes 
into the regular line. 

(c) 19. QB2? U met by 19. . . 
NN5 20. BxNP, QNl 21. QN3 (or 
21. QQ4, PK4) BxP etc. 

<d) IVhite’s King side Pawn 
storm against Sicilian Defence it 
often countered with this centre 
thrust. 

(e) 23. QK3 looks natural, but 
after 23'. . . QB3 24. BxNP?, NxN 
25. PxB, BxP; or 24. NxN, BxR 25. 
NQ6, BNS 26. NxR, RxN and Black 
stands well in view of 27. BxP?, 
PQ5 or 27. PBS?, PxP 28. PxP, NxPt 
29. BxN, PQS! 

(f) Excellent. On 30. QK2, NK2I 
stops 31. PBS? because of 31. . . 
PxP 32. PxP, NxP: 3.3. RxN, QN3ch 


and k' » 3X. -Hi 

hblda An atuck. 

(i) P«rfaa|ps a benar fiidtt wia 
possiUe with die Rooks on Km 
board. The minor piece ending 
widi a bad Bishop is more diHhmlt. 

(h) Net 37. . . RxP? 38. NxN. 
PxN 39. RRSch, NBl 40. BxP win¬ 
ning 

(i) Creating s King side Pawn 
majority. On 40. PBS Black plays 
. . . PKN4/. . . PR4 and brings iq> 
the King via KR2 and KM^. 

(j) If 41. NN3. NxN 42. PxN. KB2 
43. KB2, KK3 44. KK3. NxP 45. 
BxP. NNSch 46. KQ4, NxP with an 
extra Pawn and a probable win; or 
41. . . KB2 42. NQ2, KK3 43. NB3, 
NK5 threatening . . . PKN4-NS. 

END GAME 


I ri I 

n n 




White: KcS; RbS: Bd4; Nf4; 
P’s-eS, e6, g2, h2. 

Black: Kh4: Qcl; Bh6; P’s<4, f7, 
g6, hS. 

White to play and win. 




First prize; 

Rs. 100 

Second prize: 

Rs. 50 

Third prize: 

Rs. 25 


If more than oite cor¬ 


rect entry is received, 
the prizes will be 
shared by lot among 
the winners. Otherwise, 
the iHitries vdiieh are 
nearer the spot will get 
the second and third 
prizos. The Editor’s de¬ 
cision in this respect 
will be final and no 
correspondence will be 
enterteincd. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Enter SPORTSWEEK’s 

Spot-the-Ball 
Contest...! 

HOW TO ENTER 

The ball is missing in the 
picture alongside. Just mark 
a cross (x) where you think 
the ball is. Fill in the coupon 
and mail your entry to; 
SPORTSWEEK’s Spot - the- 
Ball Contest ... 2, SPORTS- 
WEEK, 156 O, J. Dadajae 
Road, Bombay-400034. 

There is ho entry fee. You 
may send as many entries as 
you like, but each must be 
accompanied by a coupon. 

. '"'COUPON: ——————j Only Cross (x) should be 

marked on the picture. 

■- CLOSING DATE: 6di Sep¬ 

tember, 1977. 

Results will be published 

- in the issue of SPORTS- 

WEEK dated 18tfa September, 
-SEX- 1977. 
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London to Sydney. 
Car Rally 

*^0 commemorate dieir 30th anni- 
versary, Singapore Airlines 
are qwnsering the 30,000-km Lon¬ 
don to Sydney Car Rally, the tough¬ 
est event in motoring history. They 
are contributing £100,000 sterling 
for the sponsorship. 

Of the 66 cars from 22 nations 
flagged off on August 14 from Lon¬ 
don, only 54 have checked in at 
T^ran on August 22. Eight cars 
were out at the JSrst cut off point 
in the rally — Athens. The rally 
will last 30 days and it expected 
to end in Sydney on September 27. 

Along the rally route there will 
be two sea crossings — Madras- 
Penang and Singapore-Perth. The 
route in Australia will be the tough¬ 
est and the cars will have to pass 
through long stretches of deserts 
and unexplored dusty and sandy 
tracks. 



The competitors will reach India 
across the Attari border and wend 
their way through the flooded 
roads of Northern India to Delhi 
and then on to Bombay via. Jaipur, 
Godhra, Surat and then to Madras. 
The rally cars are expected to 
arrive in Delhi between 3-30 and 
5-30 p.m. on August 24. They will 


OIR EDMUND HILLARY, the 
conqueror of Everest, will set 
out on a 15,000'milc jet boat jour¬ 
ney on the Ganga from Haldia, 
near Calcutta, to the higher rea¬ 
ches of the Alakananda at Narain 
Parbat in the Himalayas on August 
24. The journey is expected to con¬ 
clude on October 31. 

The Indn-New Zealand expedi¬ 
tion, sponsored by Air lndia and 
Government of India’s Tourism De¬ 
partment and others will comprise 
of three specially designed boats— 
Ganga, Air-India and Kiwi. The 
expedition consists of 19 members. 


reach Bombay at Oberoi Sheraton 
at 8-30 p.m. on August 25. 

Bombay will be the first and last 
major check point on the rally 
route. Arrangements have been 
made by Nazir Hussein of the 
Federation of Motor Sports Clubs 
of India with the assistance of In¬ 
dian Oil for major repairs at all- 
night garages and service stations 


After exploring the Sunderban 
tiger project, they will set out on 
their up-the-river journey to Hara- 
dwar. And then in the upper rea¬ 
ches of the river at Narain Parbat, 
about 1,900 feet from the sea level. 

Describing the expedition, Sir 
Edmund said, it’s a “symbolic 
trip,” full of “battling with ele¬ 
ments” and a “cultural exploration 
of India”. They also plan to take 
a colour film of the journey. The 
film would depict the rich cultural 
heritage of India to the Western 
world. 


during the 14-hour break. The first 
car will be flagged off from Bom¬ 
bay at 10-30 a.m. on August 26 
from the Moghul Gardens of 
Oberoi Sheraton by the Maytr of 
Bombay. 

The rally will then pass through 
Poona, Satara, Kolhapur, Belgaum 
and Bangalore to Madras, trom 
where the cars will be shipped to 
Penang on a ship and the crew 
flown out by Singapore Airlines. 

The three-man Indian team of 
Dr. Bomsi Wadia, Adi Malgham 
and Suresh. Naik, in their Ford 
Cortina 1968, have passed through. 
Tehran according to latest reports. 
The car had developed engine and 
gear trouble in Athens. The car 
went off the road nearing Turkey. 
They are in the 31st position. At 
Tehran the first five were: 1. Achim 
Warmbold (FRG) in Mercedes— 
penalty 1 hr. 22 mins. 52 secs; 2. 
Sobieslaw Zasda (Poland) in Por- 
che — 1:30:35; 3. Tony Fowkes, 
(Britain) in Mercedes Benz — 
1:34:28; 4. Andrew Cowan (Bri¬ 

tain) in Mercedes Benz — 
1:34:48; 5. Alfred Kling (FRG) in 
Mercedes Benz — 1:40:03. 


* Ocean -to-sky* expedition 



Sir Edmund Hillary (second ^om left) 
aign i n g autograph for Vijay Desfapande irf 
Air-Iadia wdien he arrived from Sydney 
in Bonduy 



Ad Indianrbttllt, M a h i n d r a Jeep will 
dooely foUow 12 world-class comp^itors 
in India and will provide breakdown 
repair facility and route expertise 
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Indian tour Down 
Under—itinerary 

Oct. 26; Arrival <AdeIaide via Perth). 

Nov. 2; V. South Australien Country at Pt. 
Lincoln. 

Nov. 4, 5, 6, 7: V. South AustraHa at Adelaide. 

Nov. 9: V. Victorian Country at Hastings. 

Nov. 11, 12, 13. 14: v. Victoria at Meioourne. 

Nov. 16: V. New South Wales Country at Giffith. 

Nov. 18, 19, 20, 21: v. New South Wales at 
Sydney. 

Nov. 23: V. Queensland Country at Nambour. 

Nov. 2S, 26, 27. 28: v. Queensland at Brisbane. 

Dec. 2, 3, 4, 6, 7: FIRST TEST at BRISBANE. 

Dec. 9, 10, 11, 12: v. Western Australia at Perth. 

Dec. 14: v. Western Australia Country at Songan 
Hills. 

Doc. 16, 17. 18, 20. 21; SECOND TEST at 
■PERTH. 

Dec. 23: V. Tasmania — one day (limited-over 
match) at Launceston. 

Dec. 24, 26, 27, 28: v. Tasmania at Hobart. 

Dec. 30. 31; Jan. 2. 3, 4: THIRD TEST at 
MELBOURNE. 

Jan. 7, 8, 9, 11. 12: FOURTH TEST at SYDNEY. 

Jan. 14, IS, 16: v. Northern N.S.W. Country XI 
at Newcastle. 

Jan. 18, 19; v. Australian Capital Territory and 
District at Canberra. 

Jan. 21, 22, 23: v. Geelong and District at 
Geelong. 

Jan. 28, 29, 30; Feb. 1, 2 & 3 (if necessary): 
FIFTH TEST at ADELAIDE. 


HEADACHE GONE 
HriTHAGLASSOF 
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BRIEFLY. 


ptERALD MOERKEN of West 
^ Germany broke the world 100 
metres breaststroke record with a 
time of 1 minute 02.86 seconds to 
win the final in the 14th European 
Swimming Championship in Jan- 
hoping, Sweden. 

pAST GERMAN Ulrike Tanber 
smashed the women’s 200- 
metre individual medley world re¬ 
cord at the European Swimming 
Championships in Joenkoeping, 
Sweden, knocking almost a second 
off her own world mark. Ulrike 
won the medley in two minutes 
15.95 seconds. 


^IJAY AMRITRAJ has bagged 
* 96,763 dollars from different 


tournaments till July 4 this year, 
according to the prize money board 
of the Association of Tennis Pro¬ 


fessionals (ATPl. Though by earn- 
ing.s Vijay comes only after the 
top ten, the ATP singles computer 
ranking placed him 47th. Vijay has 
so far totalled 229 points from 25 


tourneys averaging 9.16. 


F'ST GERMAN athletes set a 
world record for the men's 
4 X 1500 metres relay clocking 14 
minutes 38.8^^>econds in Cologne, 
West Germany. The four, Thomas 
W e .s s 1 n g h a g e. Herald Hudak, 
Michel Ledener .^od Karl Fleos- 
chan set the record in an exhibi¬ 
tion run. 


•pHE AMERICAN Tennis Aisso 
ciation has ruled that Renee 
Richards, who had a .sex-chiinge 
operation two years ago. can enter 
the United States open champion¬ 
ships at Forest Hiil-s as a woman. 

tpHREE American cities are bid- 
ding to play host to “no frills” 
1984 Summer Olympic Games in 
College Stadiums and on make¬ 
shift tracks in an attempt to bring 
the Games to the United States 
without going bankrupt. Olympic 
Committees in all three cities — 
New York, Los Angeles and New 
Orleans—^believe they can success¬ 
fully play host to the Games which 
the Shah of Iran said he couldn’t 
afford. 


^THAILAND has decided to intro- 
duce iO-pin bowling as a new 
event in the Eighth Asian Games 
scheduled to be held here in 
December next year, the Thai 
Olympic Committee (TOC) announ¬ 
ced in Bangkok. 

rpHE Seventh International Con- 
gress of Track and Field Coa¬ 
ches will be held at NIS, Patiala,, 
from October 10 to 13. Some 200 
delegates, including 120 from 
abroad, are expected to participate. 


V ENYA’s National Sports Coun- 
■“ cii (KNSC) has welcomed the 
approval of the Supreme Council 
tor Sports in Africa (SCSA) for 
African participation in the first 
World Athletics Cup in Dusseldorf, 
West Germany, early next month. 

11^ URRAY CHANDLER of New 
Zealand won the first Asian 
Junior Chess Championship by 
beating Philip Goodings of Hong 
Kong, in the final round for an 11- 
round total of 8.5 points, Bachar 
Koutly of Lebanon ancT India’s 
Pravin Thipsay finished with iden¬ 
tical totals cf eight points but the 
Lebanese was awarded second 
place on the basis of a tie-breaker 
system counting the number of 
wins. 


170RMER world champion Boris 
Spassky of the Soviet Union 
entered the final of the world can¬ 
didates chess tournament when he 
beat Lajos Portish of Hungary by 
8-i points to 6-i in Geneva. Spas¬ 
sky now meets Viktor Korchnoi. 

T he Board of Control for Cricket 
in India has cleared a three- 
week tour of India by Rohan Kan- 
hai’s team. 

If the tour materialises — the 
final approval depends on the com¬ 
position of the team — the Duleep 
Trophy programme, scheduled to 
start in the last week of September 
and end in mid-October will be 
postponed. 

Either five three-day matches or 
four four-day matches will be 


played. The tentative programme 
is; Sept. 23-25;'Madras; Sept. 27-29; 
Bangalore; Oct. 1-3; Hyderabad; 
Oct 5-7; Delhi and Oct. 9-11; 
Bombay. 

Hyderabad will be off the itine¬ 
rary if four four-day matches are 
played. 

Benefit matches 

npHE Dilip Sardesai benefit match 
^ will be played at Ahmedabad 
on October 20, 21 and 22. This will 
be the last match for the players 
selected to represent India before 
they take off for Australia on 
October 23. 

Efforts are being made to bring 
five Pakistani players for this 
match, the details of which arc 
awaited. Some of the players tour¬ 
ing India with the Rohan Kanhai 
team are also likely to stay back 
to play in the benefit match. 

The Cricket Board has also sanc¬ 
tioned benefit matches for Hydera¬ 
bad players, M. L. Jaisimbt and 
Abbas AH Baig, who retired at the 
end of the last season. The benefit 
matches already sanctioned for 
Chandu Borde of Maharashtra end 
Ramnath Kenny of Bombay are 
also scheduled to be played this 
season. 

In SPORTSWEEK {Aug. 21) in 
photograph appearing on p 36, 
Mrs. Boga, wife of Mr. Boga of 
Ceat Tyres, second from ri^t, has 
been inadvertently identified as 
Mrs. Bomsi Wadia. 



A. A. Jasdeovala, the President of the Mahwashtra State 
Amateur Boxing Associadon presenting a purse to ferry 
Khatau in Bombay. The sum of about Rs. 22,000 was ctdlec- 
ted for the Khatau brothers, Percy and Smnmy, from a 
benefit bcwJng tournament, the first ever to be staged in 
In^. Percy a^ Sammy were the stars of the Indian boxing 
finmunent in the fifties 
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A LOT of people have been ask* 

^ ing me what happens at these 
training camps for our teams 
going abroad. So, once and for 
all, 1 will now answer all ques¬ 
tions pertaining to this impor¬ 
tant matter. 

The training, camps tor all Indian 
teams going abroad have been 
made compulsory by the Educa¬ 
tion Ministry. Nobody has yet 
been able to find out what ims- 
sible connection the Education 
Ministry can have with sports, 
but that is another matter. 

The camps are held well in ad¬ 
vance of the actual tour or time 
of the international tournament, 
which, I am sure, is a very wise 
thing to do. For instance, the 
hockey camp is being held at 
Patiala for the World Cup tour^ 
nament which is to be played at 
Buenos Aires in March 1978, by 
which time, most of those who 
have attended the camp may 
either have learnt much more 
than is good for them or forgot¬ 
ten ail that they learnt. 

It is also not compulsory that those 
who select players for the 
various camps should select pla¬ 
yers for the final team. An ex¬ 
ample is the camp for the cric¬ 
ket team to tour Australia to be 
held in Madras. The selection 
committee which has selected 
the players for the camp will 
not be the same as the committee 
which selects them for the actual 
tour. Though some people may 
not approve of this practice, 1 
am all for it since I believe that 
two selection committees are 
better than one. 



One rule about these camps is that 
the best players in the country 
need not be selected. This is in 
order to give newspapers and 
sports magazines a chance to 
campaign for the inclusion of 
these outstanding players. After 
suffifl%ni campaigning, an addi¬ 
tional list of players is iwepared 
and the outstanding plasrers learn 
about their inclusion from re¬ 
ports in newspapers. 

As for attendance at these train- 
camps, the situation differs 
from camp to camp. Most of the 
cricketers have no difficulty in 
getting leave to attend the camp 
from the offices they ore emplo¬ 
yed in, mainly because anyway 
they arc not supposed to do any 
work in these ohices. For foot¬ 
ballers it is a little different. 
They are not given permission 
by their Calcutta clubs. 

The coaches selected for the camps 
are generally ex-players, though 
there have been occasions when 
people who have never played 
the game are selected to coach 
the, players. There is nothing 
wrong with this, as most people 
who have never played the game 
often cover the games for the 


newspapers and offer vary good 
advice to the players on how to 
play. 

Some of these joumalists visit the 
camps and write in their newa- 
pepers on how the boys are 
shaping and quote the coach or 
camp manager as stating Uiat 
the boys will reach their peak 
form just in time for the tourna¬ 
ment, to be held six months 
hence. 

One popular misconception is that 
a training camp is like a board¬ 
ing school where all the selected 
players arrive on the same day 
and start dieir training together. 
Often, at these camps, the pla¬ 
yers arrive weeks and months 
after the camp has started. 

The stress at the camps is on pb 3 ^ 
sical fitness and little time Is 
devoted to discussions on techni¬ 
ques and strategies. Which is not 
at all a bad thing, because most 
of the strategies discussed in¬ 
variably turn out to be the wrong 
ones. 

At the elimination tournamens, to 
select the final list of players, 
members of the selection com¬ 
mittee are invited. Most of the 
selectors are not present, as, 
very naturally, they have their 
own work to do and have no time 
to wa.ste on these elimination 
contests. 

Eventually, half the players select¬ 
ed to represent the country are 
not players who have attended 
the training camps. And, if the 
teams fare badly, as they invari¬ 
ably do, the training camps are 
blamed for that. 



quei 

a 




m 


Q 


WHAT are Kerry Packer’s 
source.s of income? 

— Braja Jena (Bhadrak). 


A HE is a television and news- 
^ paper tycoon. Now cricket 
will be an additional source of in¬ 
come for him. 


Q WHO were the rival captains 
when England and Australia 
met each other for the first time in 
1877? 

— Mohd. Reyaz (Kamptee). 
A AUSTRALIA were led by 
^ D. W. Gregory and England 
by J. Lillywhite. Australia won the 
match. 


Q WHICH Indian cricketer led 
the country on his debut 
against a visiting team? 

— Rajesh J. MehU (Bombay-77). 


A ALL those who led India on 
^ debut did so against England 
in England. They were C. K, 
Nayudu (1932), Maharajkumar of 
Vizianagaram (1936) and Iftikhar 
AH Khan Pataudi (1946). 


Q 

ket? 


WHO was the first to score a 
triple century in Test cric- 


— Jude Mitra, A jay Sinba and 
Manoj Narain (Dhanbad). 


A ENGLAND’S A. Sandham 
^ achieved the feat in the 
fourth Test against the West Indies 
at Kingston in 1929-30. 

Q I THINK Abid AH should be 
recalled for the tour of Aus¬ 
tralia. What do you say? 

— Deepak Mohapatra (Bhadrak). 


A GHAVRI, obviously. He had 
^ most batsmen, including 
Madan Lai, rattled last season. 


Q IS Greg Chappell going to 
retire after this season? 

— S. M. Yousuff (Chintamani). 
A HE has already said so and 
^ joined the Packer group. 


Q I WANT to be a great cric¬ 
keter like Greg Chappell 
What should 1 do? 


— Hemanta Mohanty (Dhenkanal, 
Orissa). 


A there’s only one way. 
Work hard. 


Q COULD you suggest a book 
of cricket records? 

— Siddharth Taparia (Muzaffar- 
nagar) and J. D. Bhavsar (Swat). 


A THE selectors seem to share 
^ your view. I beg to disagree. 

Q WHO is the faster between 
Ghavri and Madan Lai? 

— Saroi Biswal (Bhadrak). 


A WISDEN apart, you can buy 
“Figures of -Cricket’’ by 
Sudhir Vaidya which carries re¬ 
cords of 100 years of Test cricket. 
The book may be had from the 
Bombay Cricket Association, Wan- 
khede Stadium, Bombay-20. 
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Shocker 


I WAS really shocked to hear 
that Northamptonshire have 
decided to sack Bishen Bedi from 
their team. The announcement, 
coming just after Bedi had bovrled 
really wril against champions 
Middlesex to bag 11 wickets, was 
amazing. 

Bedi has been hailed by cri¬ 
tics all over the world as the finest 
bowler of his type, and his perfor¬ 
mances in the English county 
championships have been excellent. 
Northants have lost a great bowler, 
true sportsman and a great com 
petitor by their shocking and .sur¬ 
prising decision. 

— Zia-ul-Haque (Bangalore). 


Kudos 

"■TUDOS to England for sticking 
to the same men who have won 
the Ashes for tliem by naming the 
same side for the fiith and final 
test. 

The selectors included Tony 
Greig, Alan Knott and Derek 
Underwood despite suggestions 
that with the series already won, 
they would be dropped for sign¬ 
ing to play for Kerry Packer. 

After all the .song and dance 
made over the whole Packer affair 
this may have been a final gesture 
of loyalty or gratitude to the three 
for all they have contributed to 
the England team. 

This is worth emulating for the 
sports bosses of our country. 

— Rajendra Pras.ad (New Delhi). 

Congrats 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mike 
^ Brearley and his men for their 
resounding triumph against the 
Australians. Hats off, too, to Geoff 
Boycott. 

— Tarun Sethia (Calcutta). 


^■EVER in recent times, can one 
possibjy recall an Ashes battle 
so dominated, controlled and dicta¬ 
ted by an England side in all de¬ 
partments of the game as in this 
series. 

R. P. Stephen (Calicut). 
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Ignorant 

'pHE list of 29 probables for the 
Madras camp is shocking. It 
consists of seven spinners, four 
wicketkeepers, including the bats¬ 
men who have no ability, courage 
and determination to face genuine 
pace. 

It seems that the selectors are 
ignorant of Australian conditions, 
where spin is not a lethal weapon. 

Surely Dhiraj Praaana, Kapil 
Jyotiprasad or Ismail could 
have DMn-called. 


— M. A, Gite (i^mbay). 


pHETAN CHAUHAN’s recall to 
^ the Indian team’s training 
camp at Madras does not augui*’ 
well for youngsters. It is getting 
increasingly difficult to understand 
the reasons for his inclusion. • 

— C. Banerjee (Calcutta). 


tT was shocking to note the omis- 
sion of allrounder Dhiraj 
Parsana for the physical fitness 
camp. 

— V. Toshniwal (Akola) 


TT was a great disappointment to 
find the names of Rakesh Tan- 
di n and Roger Binny mi.ssing from 
the IL.st of probables. 

— Miss Madhu Singh (Varanasi). 

Sa<i 

I T i.s surprising to know that 
Greg Chappell is retiring from 
Test Cricket after completing the 
series against England. Perhaps he 
is disappointed at his defeat. 

— T. Javed (Hyderabad). 


Heartening 

Y WAS heartened to read Latif’s 

* views on the N15 which he said 
was nothing but a farce and a cri¬ 
minal waste of public money. We 
are nowhere in sports today be¬ 
cause the NIS produces substan¬ 
dard coaches, said Latif. 

Many other coaches have said 
the same thing but not as open¬ 
ly as Latif has because they are 
probably afraid of losing NIS coa¬ 
ching assignments. Could we do 
something to stop this waste? 

* — B. Sinha (Calcutta). 

Tennikolt 

HY hasn’t the All India 
^ Sports Council recognised 
tennikoit inspite of the conduct of 
five Nationals in various places in 
1 ndia? Handball avas-'recently intro¬ 
duced in India and* has conducted 
only three Nationals* yet has got 
recognition. 

— K. N. Narsing Rao (Hyderabad). 


Adivasis 

F or Adivasis, hockey is nore 
than a game. They h^ve_ adop¬ 
ted hockey as a part of iheir cul¬ 
ture. On feast days and, Sundays 
it has become as regular as songs 
and dances. Young and old all par¬ 
ticipate in this game with plenty 
of intere.st and enthusiasm. 

— N. Tirkcy (Sundargarh). 

Poor athletes 


Vjn E send tennis players to Wim- 
” bledon, boxers ui Russia, but 
I fail to understand wliy there is 
such a hut and try ovei sending a 
few chosen athletes for partitij/a- 
tion in meets abroad in preparation 
lor the World Cup Athletic Cham¬ 
pionships in Dusseldorf. 

— Sanjai Banerji (Cochin). 





‘And to think he took up canoeing to get away from 
the missus! ” 
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I F the Pune Meeting is to be 
lifted out of the slough of des¬ 
pond into which it has fallen 
it is essential to provide at least 
two races for three-year-olds with 
stakes comparable to what is being 
offered at the other centres who 
race at the same time. 

That is so because the combined 
effect of the phenomenal growdi 
of Bangalore, the spectacular rise 
of Mysore and the emergence of 
Hyderabad as a Turf Authority has 
reduced the content and the qua¬ 
lity of racing in Pune. 

* 

The former is evident by the 
fewer races per day and the lesser 
number of runners in them and tb^ * 
other is emphasised by the absence 
of the better quality youngsters in 
the entry for the 1,400 metres F. 
I>. Wadia Cup» 

This rate, * th» ersi)vhile Poona 
City Cup, ha^ always been regard¬ 
ed as a pointer to the sub&equent'' 
Indian Classics in Bombay. It is- 
no longer so as the big , guns 
amongst the three-year-olds' take 
their chances in the more attrac¬ 
tive races elsewhere. 

4f 

For instance, Manitou, the Ban- - 
galore Derby winner and the pro¬ 
claimed. prince of the, new crop, 
will ^ace in Mysore and Maratha 
Lancer, who won the Bangalore 
Colts Trial and placed in- the 
Derby, despite being very poorly 
handled, will go for the Deccdit 
Derby in Hyderabad. 

Both are Bombay based and it 
stands to reason that if the stakes 
offered in Pune were attractive 
enough their owners would prefer 
to race them on, so to say, home 
soil and before a home crowd. 

Although not much importance 
can be attached to the Wadia Cup 
it cannot detract from its merit 
nor its capacity as a crowd-puller. 
However, it does not strike this 
column that it will be a competi¬ 
tive field, for Ipi Tombi performed 
so well in Bangalore and is working 
so attractively that he seems cer¬ 
tain to carry the penalties which 
he will have to shoulder to victory. 

The 1,400 metres Turf Club Cup, 
which is a rich terms race for 
horses other than three-year-olds, 
will be run on the same day and 
here again there is an outstanding 
runner. He is Wild Blossom, the 
Valoroso-Orange Blossom colt who 
played bridesmaid to Squanderer in 
the Indian Classics and displayed 
his versatility when triumphing in 
the 1,200 metres Sprinters’ Cup. If 
he wins, as he should do, he will 
complete a double which the 
speedy Jaandaar achieved last year. 

However, terms races which 
should, in the normal course, pro¬ 
vide a popular victory as it is rela¬ 
tively easy to spot the horse who 
benefits by the terms and so has a 



boost 


handicap advantage, continue to 
provide surprises. - The latest of 
these was in Hyderabad when the 
half-money Sombrero was beaten 
into fourth place as Ivanjica, who 
has won in Madras, Ooty and Ban¬ 
galore, came up trumps with a 
fluent success in the 1,600 metres 
Fillies Trial Stakes. 

Sombrero was the obvious choice. 
She had beaten the good < y P ^ 
Parly Belle in the Bangalore Fillies 
Trial and had trounced Ivanjica, 
whom she was giving much weight, 
in an earlier race in Hyderabad. 
Her failure is inexplicable. Ivanjica 
is by Buck Passer-Golden Dream 
(by Babbanio) and is the first 
worthwhile offspring of the former 
Bangalore Derby winner. 

Incidentally, it is technically 
wrong to refer to. this race as a 
Classic as there was a graded 
scheme of penalties and a two kilos 
allowance for maidens. A Classic 
race means that all the runners 
carry the same weight, except for 


mores mid fillies who claim the 
International sex allowance. 

. The conditions in Pune on the 
same day were widely different and 
it proved to be a dream card, the 
public choice scoring in each of 
the six races which were decided. 
This is, unhappily for punters, an 
all too rare occurrence end it wet 
amusing to see punters wreathed 
in smiles while die bookmakers* 
chins were on their chests. 

The only time the position was 
reversed was in the 1,600 metres 
R. Higgins Plate in which Benlitta 
lasted out to hold the late chal¬ 
lenge of the' odds-on choice Spring¬ 
bok by a neck. But the bookmakers’ 
joy was short-lived, the discomfi¬ 
ture of the punters momentary. 

Benlitta had clearly caused ser¬ 
ious interference to both Spring- 
htdi and Haseen Inyata when cut¬ 
ting across sharply to lead along 
the rail soon on entering the 
straight and, as was widely expec¬ 
ted, the riders of both horses lod¬ 
ged objections at the scale. 

Both protests were rightly up¬ 
held and Springbok was placed 
first, Haseen Inayat second and 
Benlitta third. 

This is not the first time that 
Shafiq has demonstrated a marked 
and deplorable penchant to go 
sharply on to the rail. He did the 
same on Conspiracy in Bangalore 
and as the riders of all the three 
horse.s who were behind him lod¬ 
ged successful prote.sts he was then 
relegated to fourth place. 

Clearly, he needs to be severely 
dealt with. It is all very well being 
a rough rider, the great Lester 
Piggoti is one, but it is another 
matter being a dangerous one. 

Apart from Ipi Tombi and Wild 
Blossom the other good things for 
the coming week-end are Cesarina 
(Monsoon)-Cup), Principessa (Ma- 
homedalli Plate) and Sugar Prince 
(Secunderabad Cup). The horses to 
follow are Melody, Spanish Dancer 
and The Prodigy. The last named 
will be a betting proposition over 
a distance of ground. 



Sombrero winning the Fillies TTrial Stakes in Bangolore 
. . . her fsfture in Hyderabod is inexplicable 


38 


SPORTSWEEK, August 28. 1977 








Vt'^* fti 

sS*;'r%;s- 

"?>“ “ 




,««'" 


a»V"' 


»TS *' 

W* .I', V''. 




^)»'W 






-C 

‘f'J; 

V*". 


t)a'*'' 


\\v 








Rs 

1.25 










Play it cool. Play it casual. Play it slick. 
With Sirsilk polyester shirts. 

Sirsilk has a racy range of polyester shirtings. 
In smiling shades and peachy prints. 

To suit every man. To match every mood 




SIRSILK 

polyester suitings & shirtings 
THE mRSILK LmUTED 

Sirpur-Kaghaznagar, Andhra Pradesh 
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Now, for the first time in 
Caicutta-football at night! 


% 
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In step with sports illumination trends 
around the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at the Mohun Bagan Stadium. 

The complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadium along with a sophisticated 
control room was engineered by Philips. 
Undertaken on a turnkey basis, the entire 
project was planned, designed with 
the aid of computers, and installed by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers. 

And all this in record time. The lighting of 
the playing area was made possible by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta. Equipped with 
Halogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced in India for sports fields, 
the system meets international standards 
in outdoor illumination levels. 

For us at Philips, the project has meant 
total involvement. And we are glad 
to have brought a little more happiness to 
sports lovers in the city. With the lighting. 
With the sound. With the total package. 


PHILIPS 


PHiLIPS INDIA 1IMITED 
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SHARAD KOTNIS: 

Hockey camp episode: 

A thorough 
inquiry is 
a MUST 

T he statement of Union Minister of State for 
Sports, Educa^on and Social Welfare, Dhan 
Singh Gulshan that the Government will institute an 
inquiry into the ^isode at the Patiala hockey camp 
if there it no amicable settlement is welcome in¬ 
deed, for since the decision of the three players to 
quit the camp last week, a lot of people have jump¬ 
ed into the fray making allegations and counter- 
allegatlons which has not helped in any way to 
solving tite problem but on the contrary has com¬ 
plicated tiie issue. 

Hie three players have maintained their stand 
and have innumerable supporters. Maj. Gen. E. 
D’Souza, whose alleged remarks caused die trouble, 
an IHF spokesman K. Ramanamurtiiy and chief 
Sroach R. S. Gentle have refuted the players’ allega¬ 
tions and so tiie controversy goes on. . . 

There was a report suggesting efforts to 'patch 
up’ the matter and bring back the three players to 
the camp. An earlier report from Patiala sought to 
impose a life ban on the three star players. Mean¬ 
while, statements of former Olympians, sports ofB- 
cials and ministers, without any attempt to as¬ 
certain and verify the facts, have raised a hornet's 
nest. Former Olympians Balbir Singh and R. S. 
Gentle, now chief coach at the camp, were contem¬ 
poraries and helped India win the Olympic gold in 
three successive Games at London, Helsinki and 
Melbourne. That they tiiould attack each other 
on this vital issue is shameful and deplorable. 

All agree that the three players should not 
have left the camp and should have sought redress 
to tiieir grievances throu^ proper channels, at the 
same time the chief coach should have trained 
from raising a controversy by issuing a nasty 
statement. 

Has any one considered tiie effects this contro¬ 
versy is' likely to have on tiie players who are ex¬ 
pected to win back our lost hockey idory? 

Indian hockey has been suffering from a deep- 
rooted malaise over the last two decades, full of 
petty politicking. All attempts to get rid of this 
plague have brnn unfruitful. A thorough inquiry 
into tile entire episode Is. tixerefore, a MUST. 
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The men and the madiifie: 
The organwcrs (top left) 
Wyltoa Dickson, centre, and 
Jhn Gavin, rifdit, of the Shv 
gapore Airlines Londoar' 
Sydney rally. Typical dri¬ 
vers, bronxed, tou^ 
and T-shirted 


Blood, sweat, toil but drive on 


rpHE public enthusiasm generat- 
^ ed by the Singapore Airlines 
30,000 km London-Sydney Car 
Rally in the non-competitive stret¬ 
ches through .the monsoon-swept 
roads of India was incredible. But 
the incredible can turn out to be 
the commonplace in an event of 
this nature which i.s a severe test of 


the endurance, stamina and skill of 
the drivers and the reliability of 
their machine.s. 

Millions lined the routes although 
the powerful machines—Mercede.s 
Benz 280 Es, Citroens, Mazdas, 
Peugeots, Renaults, Daisuns, Fiats, 
Ford Falcons, Chevrolcts, Volks- 


wagens, Porsche Carreras and 
Cherokee Jeeps -r- did not roll iit 
and out of major check-points on 
screeching wheels. 

The cavalcade on wheels was a 
fashionable car show — and the 
admission was free — for pede¬ 
strians, commuters and motorists 



Tlie crowds flocked to the flag off point at Nariman Point in Bombay when the 

rally resumed en route to Madraa 
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hazards for the Rally driver on a 
demanding and exhausting route 
which takes diem through fifteen 
countries in Europe, Asia and Aaa> 
tralia. To these nad to be added 
the recklessness of hot-blooded Tur¬ 
kish Iwry drivers and the enthusia¬ 
stic audacity of Indian crowds dtat 
milled around the machines and 
took an impish delight in tearing 
off the dust-laden stickers and 
dancing the Bangra on bonnets. 

Such antics were irritating; bat 
they were harmless enough. How¬ 
ever, there were also mischievous 
miscreants who thrilled to the un¬ 
holy t'leasure of crashing stones 
and Coca-Cola bottles through ex¬ 
pensive winddiields as the motor¬ 
cade — convoy, if you will —- 
snaked its way into Bombay, nine 
hours ahead of schedule. 

There is no limit to the ingenuity 
of mankind. There are no path¬ 
finders among the crews, drawn 
from 22 nations, in the Rally. But 
they all belong to a hardy breed 
who can find a humm-ous twist to 
the most agonising tale of woe. 

Toughness, common sente and 
discretion do not aiwam go hand in 
hand on the treacherous Rally 
route. Joachim Warmboid, the 
West German ace, was going great 
guns. He pushed his Mercedes 
Benz 280 E too hard in the Kavir 
desert of Iran, where Bomsi 
Wadia’s Ford Cortina came to 
grief once again, and broke a shaft. 

But the intrepid professional did 
not pull our of the carathon al¬ 
though be is out of the hunt with 
the roa.ssive penalties he has incur¬ 
red for missing check-points from 
Teheran to Bombay. He was a sur¬ 
prise arrival in the city, 

Warmboid wiil fly from Sin^- 
porc. where the cars will be ship¬ 
ped to Perth, to Europe to com¬ 
pete in another event before pick¬ 
ing up the threads of the Singa¬ 
pore Airlines extravaganza — SIA 
has poured £200,000 sterling into 
this promotion to commemorate its 
.30th anniversary — in Perth and 
face the rigours of the large ex- 
Checking on the road ahead penscs of uninhabited desert in the 

who thrill to the sight of anything 
“phoren”. 

The drivers, both men and wo¬ 
men, simply clad in sweat shirts 
and denim jeans, were as glamd* 
rCMM as their sticker-covered cars. 

Bnrh entrant bore a Rally number. 

Bait that did not unravel any mys- 
tarles for the average spectator 
III* drivers and their fabulous 
nwdMnes could not be easily iden- 
tMM by the rank and file of the 
eniflMw add carried dieir cloak of 
■m e nym ity with imperious dignity. 

fba exacting terrain and the 

anjiiriai of natural elements, like The atl-wooMui French team led by Chriatinc 

din weather, ere occupational Dacremont (centre) 
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One ot the won^Brs el the rally ie the ameefaig which minor repairs are carried 

out and the can mwle roatlwsrthy ogatai ... the acene^ot Delhi 


hinterland of ttie Australian 
Continent 

Hie Polish team of Zasada and 
Schramm, drivi^ a Porsche Car> 
rera, is in brilliant form. Zasada 
stole a march over his rivals with 
a spectacular run through the 
640 km of the Kavir desert which 
he covered in three hours and 18 
minutes. He is the main threat to 
the strong Mercedes entry which 
looks to Andrew Cowan, the win¬ 
ner of the 16,000 km London- 
Sydney Rally in 1968, Anthony 
Fowkes or Alfred Kling to pick up 
the 30,000 Australian dollar prise. 

Pad^ Hopkirk, pulled out of re- 
tiremgnt, is a Rally ace. He fini¬ 
shed safcond to Cowan last time 
and is pacing his Citroen with the 
intelligence and care of a master. 
He is in the fighting line at the 
half-way stage reached in Madras 
from where the cars have been 
shipped to Penang. 

The Rally carries a doctor. But 
the drivers have burned out tyres 
faster than energy. The hopes of 
Bomsi Wadia, sponsored by Air- 
India and Teksons were snuffed 
out of burning rubber after he had 
held the 31st position among the 66 
entries that were flagged off from 
Lamdon on the eve of Indepen¬ 
dence Day. 

Bomsi is a good driver. He has 
a good team with Adi Malgham 
and Suresh Naik, an expert auto¬ 
mobile engineer. “He pushed his 
Ford Cortina. too hard,” was the 
view ci Jim Gavin, the secretary 
of the event. "It blew upl” 


Tough? Not really 


A NYBODY who has an intema- 
tional driving licence, a valid 
passport and money to bum can 
enter a car rally. And the Singa¬ 
pore Airlines 30,000 km London- 
Sydney Carathon has attracted 
the hardened profesaional, spon¬ 
sored by a multi-national conv- 
bine, die adventurous amateur 
and the optimistic romantist. 

An Asian couple — Mitsuru Egu- 
chi (Japan) and his Indonesian 
wife, Tuti, were ovm-come by an 
irresistible urge to become an 
integral part m the great caval¬ 
cade of cars diat has ploughed 
through mountains, deserts and 
hot, dusty plains to reach the 
half-way stage at Madras. They 
bought a Volvo 164 and joined 
in the fun “to escape the tyranny 
of the children.” 

Their idyll did not last long. They 
were numbered among die drop¬ 
outs at the cut-off point at Istan¬ 
bul. But the all-women’s French 
crew of Christine Dacremont and 
Yveline Vanoni, driving a Fiat 
Abarth, are putting up a 
tremendous show. 

“Yes, there are many hazards, dan¬ 
gerous risks. But we enjoy this 
form of motoring,” said the 
shapely girls. 

They are not the only women dri¬ 
vers in the Rally. Iliere is Susan 



Marianne Hoepfner at the 
wheel oC her Flat Ahsadi 
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Afldraws with Aathoay Gen in « 
Citroen IS, Itlorisnne Rodfnw 
with Robert Niqrret in e Fiet 
oen Crawford with 
Tbolatrup in a Ley* 
land Moke, Gloria and Dr. Fapp, 
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with John Keating in a Citroen 
CX 2/400. 

*nroi»b7 Not really,** said Anne 
0*ConnelL ‘'We can adapt our¬ 
selves to the conditions as well 
as the men.** Provided, of 
course, that the schedule does 
not int«'fere with their personal 
calendars on the 30-day Odyssey! 

The first drop-out in the Rally, 
which has been sprinkled with 
the blood of competing drivers, 
motorists and pedestrians along 
the first 16,000 km of its exhaus¬ 
ting route, came within five 
kiiometres of the starting point 
in London. Andrews Evans and 
Leslie Mullen (GB) were forced 
out in their Alfa Romeo. 

Ian Baxter was in a serious acci¬ 
dent in Pakistan; three Austra¬ 
lian drivers, Roberts Cowley, 
Gerard Bali and Albert Sedatis 
were injured in a head-on colli¬ 
sion between Trieste and Rideka 
in Yugoslavia. Their Ford Fal¬ 
con was smashed to smithereens. 

Each had an unhappy experi¬ 
ence. But Wallace Glass has sur¬ 
vived to tell a most interesting 
tale. H i s Holden NH Torana 
was cau^t in a flash flood in 
the Khyber Pass. 

Glass huddled behind the wheel to 
the awesome thunder of casca¬ 
ding boulders He was rescued 
after two-and-a-half hours by a 
Pakistani border patrol. To add 
to his problems he had a break¬ 
down when an hour’s drive from 
Bombay. 

Philip Young, a British journalist 
in an MG Special, was involved in 
an accident at Teheran where 
he was arrested. But Young was 
allowed to proceed and has 
caught up with the field at 
Mamas. 

Australian Dave Bradford and Gil 
Davis were involved in a ser¬ 
ious accident with a motorist 
on the Turkish-Iranian border. 
Davis is in hospital with a 
fractured leg. The Peugeot sta¬ 
tion wagon was seriously 
damaged. 

Wayne Cantell, an Australian in 
a jeep, injured his head in a 
collision. But he carried on 
after medical attention. 

Blood, toil, tears and sweat. It is 
all part of the rally game. You 
woiud not think so when you 
run into such confident and 
placid pros as Andrew Cowtm 
— "I am lyii^ in the ri|dit posi¬ 
tion at this stage” — and 
Paddy Hopldrk — "truthfully it 
Is more fun flying!” 


Oh 

boy, what cars | 
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Indian Oil and 
the Federation of 
Motor Sports 
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Rodney Jonee in his Ontsun 
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ANOTHER CLEAN SWEEP FOR 
ARMSTRONG 
At the South India 
Motor Rally 1977 



Aa WINNERS ON CARS and 
TWO WHEELERS Chose 







i 11-*" 

fi p. ' I t' I 


rmemm orduumHom 


Other outstanding successes: 

1. First prize—Asian Motor Hally 

2. 8 out of 11 winners—South India 
Motor Rally 1972 

3 6 first prizes, 8 second prizes in the 
All-India Motor Rally 1972 

4 First prize winner for cars and all prize > 

winners for two-wheelers South India i 

Motor Rally 1973 ' 

5. All 6 prize winners for cars and 5 prize winners for 
two wheelers- South tnd<a Motor Rally 1974 

6. 11 out of 12 winners in the South India Motor Rally 1975 






That's sturdiness and reliability! 

And ARMSTRONG presents proof after 
proof...race after race...rally after rally 
year after year' 

The same sturdiness and reliability 
gained from the vast experience and 
engineering know-how on tough race 
and rally circuits around* the - world are 
available to you in the Armstrong Shock 
Absorber range. 

H»¥e your vehich Htt*d with Armslrotigl 

HYDRAULICS UMITED 

29 Mount Road, Madras-600002. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Where and 
how to stand 

'^O player on tbe field can be so 
^ ' helpful to his bowler and his 
ci^>tain as tbe ’keeper. He is the 
than who sees exactly what every 
ball does. Whether it swings in the 
air or turns off the pitch — the 
slightest thing must be noticed. 

The man at square-leg may .see 
the striker play at but miss a bull 
near the off stump and form the 
opinion that it swung away to the 
off. He may be quite wrong. The 
ball may have gone straight 
through, the batsman just simply 
playing inside it. But the wicket¬ 
keeper won’t be fooled. 

Similaily he can instinctively 
tell which type of delivery is cau¬ 
sing tb\.. ’taisinau most concern and 
can quietly pas.s on useful tips to 
the bowlers between overs. 

Then, of course, a vital part of 
the job is to take returns from the 
field and assist in run-outs. With 
wild and inaccurate throws the 
task becomes far more onerous and 
dangerous than it need be. Many 
a blow has resulted from a fast 
throw which landed nn the rough¬ 
ened footmarks near the stumps. 

Should there be any chance of a 
run-out, the 'keeper should make 
po.sition behind the .stumps as early 
as possible and never lake the ball 
in front of them 

It is the fieldsmen’s job to throw 
correctly and the ’keeper should 
do everything possible to encourage 
and persuade them not to qiiake 

Because, of the gloves, he Is able 
to catch a' ball with more certainty 
than anyone else. For this reason, 
whether it be a snick on the off 
or leg, or even a skied mishit, 1 
strongly believe in allowing rt»e i 
wicketkeeper to take any catch he 
can reach. 

1 don’t mean be should dive a 
yard to try and intercept with one 
hand a catch which would other¬ 
wise go comfortably to the two 
hands of first slip. Obviously my 
idea should be sensibly interpreted. 

In the modern era I sometimes 
feel the emphasis has erroneously 
shifted towards placing unwarrant¬ 
ed importance on how few sundries 
are recorded. 

The primary job of a wicketkee¬ 
per is to take catches, make stump- 
ings and play his part in run-out 
opportunities. 

Here again we often find praise 
lavidied on the man who, for in¬ 
stance, catches five and stumps 
two during a match as against his 


vis-k-vis who catches two and 
stumps one. 

Tbe proper comparison should 
of course be in regard to the chan¬ 
ces missed. 

If ’keeper A has ten chances, 
takes eight and misses two whilst 
’keeper B has five chances and 
takes them all, clearly the latter has, 
percentage-wise, performed a more 
praiseworthy job. No player can 
take catches which are not offered. 

Due regard must be paid to the 
one who makes chances possible by 
hi.s agility or anticipation. 

Godfrey Evans has missed a few 
chances because he never shirked 
attempting the impossible to reach 


a ball. But J have seen cases where 
a wicketkeeper made no attempt 
to fly for a wide leg-side snick and 
in my own mind I have felt sure 
he wasn’t prepared to risk failure. 

As for sundries, these are very 
often caused by erratic bowling or 
a nasty pitch. 

If a hundred runs are scored on 
a sticky you may be sure the wic¬ 
ketkeeper has been kept very busy 
taking some nasty fliers, whereas 
500 runs on a lovely pitch may well 
indicate that few bails have passed 
the bat. It is all a question of 
keeping things in their proper 
perspective. 

Lastly, the ’keeper sets the pat¬ 
tern for proper returns (o the 
<or naar-by fieMMABa) 
ensure diat the bowler does not 
have to stoop and pick up the bail. 


All of which adds up to a man- 
sized, responsible job. But what 



Godfrey Evasts about to 
attempt a stumping on tba 
leg-sido 


satisfaction at the end of a hard 
day to know the score sheet re¬ 
cords no missed chances, no sun¬ 
dries and an indeftnabie contribu¬ 
tion to the whole pattern of vic¬ 
tory. 

One of the most exhilarating ex¬ 
periences for a cricket spectator is 
to watch a partnership between two 
batsmen who never miss an oppor- 
tuni^ of picking up the cheekiest 
of singles. 

Good running is largely a mutter 
of judgment and experience. When 
two great players such as Hobbs 
and Sutcliffe have enjoyed count¬ 
less hours together at the wicket 
they build up a marvellous under¬ 
standing and a confidence in each 


other which makes the task appear 
simple. 

But the hall-mark of .■ really 
gcod runner is that he shall be able 
to run well with anybody. T-iai can 
only be achieved by a strict obser¬ 
vance of sound principle.s 

My initial education was on hard 
wickets in the country which are 
not nearly so conducive towards 
developing good runners as turf 
wickets. The ground is very often 
rough so that the bat cannot be 
slid along the turf at the conclu¬ 
sion of a run—the running surface 
alongside the pitch is uneven and 
the average country playei just 
hasn’t had the experience. He 
doesn’t get the same opportunities 
as the first-class player and I, like 
toy aovotry npUeaguga* ww fipa- 
gid<Aed a bad,t^«ar «th«Q It 
reached the city. 

1 had enough speed but my 
calling and judgment were so bad 
that a special effoM;«,was made by 
Tommy Andrews, one of our ex¬ 
internationals, to improve my 
knowledge on a short tour in which 
we played seven matches. 

It was arranged that we should 
bat together whenever possible. I 
ran him out and he ran me out but 
the matches were unimportant so 
that didn’t matter. The lessons 
were absorbed and stood by me in 
later life. 

It is generally accepted that the 
striker is responsible for calling 
when the ball is hit in front of the 
wicket, whilst the non-striker .shall 
call for a stroke behind the wicket. 
However, that mast be regarded as 
a generalisation only. Either party 
must obvimsly have tbe right to 
deny his partner’s call if he sees 
it is too dangerous. 

Publishers; Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 
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PAIN IN JOINTS BACKACHf 

HMt Action for Quick Relief 
Gently rub in Sloan'• Balm, or apply 
th* Hquld liniment. The poererMI - 
ingredients penetrate deep, generate 
heat and increase' blood circulation 
—to relieve pain. fast. 

Won't stain clothes' 

Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments. Sloan's Balm and Sloan's 
Liniment aie non-greasy. non-staining. 

Keep always handy. _ 

SLOAN’S 




SPRAINS 



■ ::: —- 


Same formula 
in two forrps 
to choose from. 


Try this sconomic 
test yourself 

Take no more than 12 mm 
of Camlin Shaving Cream on a 
wet shaving brush. Briskly whip up lather See. 
a little Camlin Shaving Cream goes a long, long way. 
So little cream, so much lather. Now shave with 
Camlin—economically Every morning 

This is the proof of economy 

Of course you know what this simple test proves. 

I You can get a lot more shaving comfort out of a 
Camlin Shaving Cream tube. Its profuse and 
stable lather makes sure you don't have to use any 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary. 


pptfckbtfl 

A A A. ^ 


firom the malccK of Camlin Shampoo 


More than 170 Shaves 
For only Rs. 5.50 
(Taxes extra) 


A 


CAMLIN PVT. LTO. 
CMfiMtic* OtvMon Bsmbsy 
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Figures are fun 


Follow ’em 
with BBM 


olders of an unique record 


W HEN Geoff Boycott batted for 
Enf^and on all five days of 
the Nottin^aM Test, July 28 to 
August 2, 1977, he equalled a uni' 

J oe world record, of which M. L. 
aishnha had been the sole clai¬ 
mant so far in Test history. 

In the Calcutta Test against Aus¬ 
tralia, January 23 to 28 19<>0, Jai- 
simha had bmn at the batting 



G. F. Boycott 


crease on all five days as shown 
below: 

On the first day, in India’s clo¬ 
sing score of 158 for 7, Jaisimha 
— batting at No. 9 — was on 2 
not out. When the innings ended 
on the second day for 194, Jai- 
sintha was 20 not out. 

On the third day, after Austra¬ 
lia had carried their overnight 229 
for 3 to 331 all out, India at the 
close were 67 for 2 in their sec¬ 
ond innings, with Jaisimha (now 
promoted in the batting order to 
No. 4) on 0 not out. 

Jaisimha batted all through the 
fourth day to advance his score 
to 59 not out in a close of play 
total of 243 for 6, and he was 
finally out for 74 on the fifth and 
final day. 

Similarly, Geoff Boycott, on his 
return to Test cricket, was at the 
batting crease on each day of the 
1977 Nottingham Test as detailed 
hereunder:— 

On the first day, after Australia 
were all out 25 minutes before the 
close. Boycott was 1 not out at 
“stumps” in a total of 9 for no loss 
after 15 minutes’ batting time. 

He batted right through the sec¬ 
ond day, to be 88 not out at the 
close, until dismissed for 107 in 
the pre-lunch session of the third 
day. 

On the fourth day, after Austra¬ 
lia were again bowled-out in the 
second innings 35 minutes before 
the close. Boycott was 12 not out 
at "stumps” in a total of 17 for no 
loss, and he was still there in the 
post-tea session of the fifth and 



M. L. Jaisimha 

final day, 80 not out, when die 
Test ended in an England win. 

There are instances of players 
who have been on the field all 
through a Test match, either bat¬ 
ting or fielding, notably Jackie 
McGlew of South .Africa against 
New Zealand at Wellington in 
1932-53, Nazar Mohammad of 
Pakistan against India at Lucknow 
in the same season, and John 
Edrich of England against New 
Zealand at Leeds in 1965. 


much do you know ? 


1. In football, for a goal to be 
scored must the whole ball 
cross the line between the 
posts and under the crossbar? 

2. In chess, can a piece that in¬ 
tercepts a check of the king 
of its own colour itself give 
check to the opponent’s king? 

3. Can a weightiifter weighing 
^ kg. compete in the feather- 

^ weight class? 

4. Can the referee in billiards 
offer an opinion as to whe¬ 
ther there is room for a ball 


to be spotted if pocketed by 
a stroke about to be made? 


5. How many times can a boxer 
be warned before he can be 
disqualified? 

6. In ball badminton, when will 
the sides change courts in the 
third game? 

7. If, during service, a tennis 
player misses the ball in at¬ 
tempting to .stroke it, is it a 
fault? 


by HOSEY MISTRV 


ANSWERS: 

1. Yes. 2. Yes. 3. No. Only lifters 
weighing upto 60 kg. are permitted. 
4. No. 5. Omly twice. 6. They shall 
change courts when either of the 
teams make 8, 15 and 22 points. 7. 
Yes. 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

George and his wife were awaken¬ 
ed by the baby crying George 
dri^ged himself out of bed to the 
baby’s cot and gently patted the 
child with a cricket bat. No b«wL 
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Athletics 


Can anyone stop the Germans? 


A s WB approach the start of the 
first-ever World Cup Athletics 
at Dusseldorf on September 2, 
it is becoming abundantly clear 
that Ae team championship strug¬ 
gle is going to be a four-cornered 
between the GDR, West Germany, 
USA and rest of Europe in the 
men's section, and between the 
three European sides in the wo¬ 
men’s events. 

The most exciting pre-World 
cup meeting which was held on 
August 13 and 14, when the top 
Europe teams lined up for the 
European Cup at Helsinici, showed 
one-time champions Soviet Russia 
being eliminated from the men 
section in their bid to represent 
Europe 'B* at Dusseldorf by virtue 
of their third placing, behind the 
ttark horse West Germany. Spot¬ 
light In Dusseldorf will definitely 
be on the two Germanys vying 
with each other, and the rest of 
the wttrld, for supremacy. 

While the colourful personali¬ 
ties of the meet will probably be 
provided by Africa and America, 
widi Kenyans and Cubans, respec¬ 
tively, the highly-trained Germans 
from both sides, with a host of re¬ 


latively unknowns in international 
athletics, will provide a number of 
surprises. In GDR’s sprint queen 
Marlis Oelsner, for instance, 
they have a certain winner in the 
100 metres against favourites So¬ 
nia Lannamann (UK) and Anne- 
gret Richter (West (^rmany). In 
the women's javelin, seasoned 
Ruth FuChs (GDR) will r^eat 
many of her duels with Britain’s 
Tessa Sanderson. In the high jump 
Rosi Ackermann (GDR) is way 
ahead of the rest of the high jump¬ 
ing fraternity with her world re¬ 
cord effort of 1.97 metres at Hel¬ 
sinki. 


Similarly, a completely unknown 
20-year-old Karin Rossley (GDR), 
who also set a world mark in the 
400 metres hurdles with e 55.63 
secs, win in the same meet, will 
be hard to beat, On the other hand, 
19-year-oid Marita Koch (GDR) will 
meet her match in 33-year-old Irena 
Szewinska (Poland) after her 
magnificent 49.68 secs, win in the 
European Cup, not far behind the 
latter’s 49.29 secs, world record. 

The 3,000 metres steeplechase 
will see a ding dong battle be¬ 
tween Karst (West Germany) and 
young Baunigart] (GDR). In the 


men’s sprints the East Germans 
have an exciting newcomer in 
E u g e n Ray (100 m.-10-12 aeca; 
200m.--20.37 secs.) who will give 
the American sprinters a rbal run 
for their money. On the other 
hand the 400 metres has no second 
to Cuban Alberto Juantorena who 
is clearly out to repeat a double 
in the quarter and half-mile events 
after his spectacular running at 
Montreal. 

In die triple jump Soviet Ruwia 
hat a very able successor to Vitur 
Saneyev in Piskulin, who should 
win on sheer consistency. 

And finally the 5,000 end 10,000 
metres, which are likely to be the 
most 'open' events, wltn die Ken¬ 
yans, New Zealanders, and the best 
of Europe fighting it out almost 
till the last lap. Holland’a Jose Her- 
mens, who had a very disappointing 
run at Montreal will be going ell 
out to redeem him.self, and in the 
absence of the vastly-experienced 
and highly intelligent Finn Lasse 
Viren, should dictate the pace. 
The dark horse of the meet? Watch 
for that battle between John Wal¬ 
ker and Steve Ovett (UK) in the 
1,.S00 metres. 

— RANJIT BHATIA 


Match your savings to your 
growing needs... 



invest in Central Banks 

Money Multiplier 
Deposit Scheme 

See Rs. 5000 become Rs. 10.040 i 
in 7 years and Rs.13,535 inlOyeart. 

That's how fast your money grows 
in Money Multiplier Deposit Scheme 
keeping your savings always 
one step ahead of your needs. 
Minimum deposit Rs. 100/- or 
multiples thereof. 

For details, please contact 
the nearest Central Bank branch. 



Central Bcaik of bidia 

(A Governmani ol India Undartakiiqi) 

The Bank that moves out to people and piacM 


CBI-004*77 















Kuth Fuchii 


Tessa Sanderson 


Rosi Ackermaon 
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litt iMNirldiiiiHit diat builds lestetance, 
saKgoante health day ali^ day. 


Horiicks, taken regularly, gives your 
family the nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps them full of 
health. Health tnat means success 
and happiness. Health that keeps you 
fit and active and builds security. 

Horiicks. It's the only one that 
doctors all over the world 
recommend. The only one that gives 
ao much nourishment because its rich, 
pure ingredients are combined by the 


unique Horiicks process which retains 
their natural goodness and makes them 
easy to digest. 

That’s why Suchitra has made 
Horiicks a part of her family’s life. She 
knows that Horiicks gives them 
health protection. 

Like Suchitra, give your family 
Horiicks every day and watch them 
grow in health and strength through 
all the years ahead.^ 

•itable 


HORUCKS-TheGieatNourislier. ( 


In liortli and Waat zonas only. 




"Horlickt it a print toarct 
of Moritliffltftt. It hat girta 
couittant goadotu tbroogli 
tk« ytart. I rtcommaml 
Horlickt to boiU up roar 
family'o rotittanco aod koop 
tkom hoaltby and active day 
aftar day." 





Horlickt it t SagitMrMl Trad# Mark. 


Ifi 
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T, T. Topics-:-.- 

Rupa’s doing well for herself 


L ittle Miss Rupa MooUiarjee, 
the child wonder o( Benfal 
table tennis, is ik>w Mrs. Rupa 
Banerjee. the Canadian table ten¬ 
nis dhannion. What*s more, she 
reached the semi-final of the Com¬ 
monwealth championships in Eng- 
Imid early this year. And with 
Canadian partner Violetu Neaukai- 
tiea, who she dethroned as Cana¬ 
dian champion, she reached the 
final of the doubles. 

Rupa has come a long way since 
she represented India in 1972 at 
die Commonwealth Championships 
at Singapore; and in 1971 and 1973 
when she went to Peking for Afro- 
Asian championships where the 
Indian team was ranked fourth. 

She also went to Japan in 1971 
and 1973 for the World champion¬ 
ships and in 1973 to Cardiff 
(Wales) for the Conimouwealth 
championships. Rupa kd the In¬ 
dian team to the World meet at 
Yugoslavia in 1973 and in the 
Asian championships at Yokohama 
(Japan) in 1974. She crowned 
these achievements by winning the 
Indian title in 1974. 

Then she migrated to Canada 
and quickly got into her stride in 
her new surroundings. She played 
for the Ontario team that won the 
Canadian team championships in 
197S and became that country’s na¬ 
tional champion, beating Violetta 
Neaukaities who had held the title 
for 10 years. Later that year Onta¬ 
rio Premier William Davis awarded 



Rupa the Outstanding Sports 
Award for 1976. 

MANIK LAL DAS asked Rupa a 
couple of questions- 

How did you feel after winning 
the Naticmal Championships of 
Canada? 

When I beat Violetta, ten times 
champion of Canada, I was very 
moved and more so because I have 
become a favourite topic of dis¬ 
cussion everywhere in Canada. 


What of your experiences in the 
Canadian natimial champimiship? 

I have learned so many things 
from this championship. I was 
ludcy enough to witness many a 
big match. Naturally it helped me 
to win. I have improved my game 
a lot since coming to Canada. 1 
am also more confident. 

When do you practise and for 
how long? 

I usually practise in die evening 
trom 530 to 9-30, thrice a wedt. 
But at the time of competition I 
practise almost every day. Actually, 
there are plenty of opportunities 
in Canada. My major ambition la 
to become world cnampion. For 
that, I am trying my heart out 
under the guidance of Zlatko 
Chordas, the Canadian national 
coach. 

How do you feel there as s. Ben¬ 
gali girl? 

You see, Canadians speak Eng¬ 
lish, so there is no problem, m- 
sides there are Indian dishes avai¬ 
lable and one can shop in Indian 
stores. Hardly anybody bothers 
about anyone else. There is just 
no time for such things. 

Tell me something about your 
family -life? 

1 am married to Prosad Banerjee 
former table tennis champion of 
the University of Calcutta. He is 
very understanding and a great 
source of inspiration. 


It*s now an Olympic sport 


T he International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee, at a recent meeting in 
Prague, d«:ided that table tennis 
wotud be recognised as an Olym¬ 
pic sport, subject to the incorpora¬ 
tion of the requirements of the 
IOC Article 26 and its bye-laws 
in the International Table Tennis 
Federation Constitution. 

This follows the application made 
by the ITTP and subsequent con¬ 
versations between the president 
of the ITTP end the Technical 
Director of the IOC. 

The ITTP decision to apply to 
the IOC for recognition of table 
tennis as an Olympic sport was 
token at the biennial general meet- 
ing of the federation held at Bir- 
muifham on March 28, 1977. Hie 
decuion was taken by a vast ma- 
JerlDr. It was also deci ded at that 
meeting to amend the ITTF Con- 
atitution to comply with the IOC 
requuirementa which involved: 


1) a definition of “amateur” and 
“professional”. 

2) Special committee to be set 
up to control professional players 
and associations having this cate¬ 
gory of players would Im requuired 
to register them. 

3) Only registered paid players 
would be allowed to accept money 
prizes. 

4) Regional competitions for 
amateurs only would be organised 
and that only amateurs would be 
allowed to compete in such multi- 
sports events as Asian Games. 
Amateurs and professionals would 
still compete together in world, 
continental and open champion¬ 
ships. 

It was emphasised that commer¬ 
cial sponsorship of table tennis 
events would not be affected and 
that the application was for re¬ 
cognition of table tennis as an 


Olympic sport and did not concern 
the inclusion of this sport in the 
Olympic Games. 

According to a circular sent by 
T. D. Ranga Ramanujan, president 
of the Table Tennis Federation of 
India, to the affiliated units of the 
federation, the IOC requirements 
cause fundamental changes in the 
ITTF Constitution and the new 
wordings have received provisional 
approval at the moment. 

These set out the conditions 
which govern the actions etc. of 
amateur players and also the con¬ 
ditions that make a player a pro- 
fessionaL These regulations will 
have to be incorporated in the 
TTFI Constitution and a formal 
proposal will be made at the next 
annual general meeting of the 
federation. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 
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OBM 370« 2 


No mistake. 

It’s the Carnaby Man all right. 



A soft, incomparably smooth 
finish. Carefully selected blends. 
The twin ingredients of wearing 
comfort. Binny combines them" , 
with rare finesse in one great 
looking suiting: Carnaby! 


The Carnaby Collection- 
formen who demand comfort 
as much as style 




)NAB^ 

collection 


EKdusivc Polyester 


Blends 


iS 
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KNOW YOUR STARS 


Visitacao Lobo 



‘piOOTBALL has an important 
" bearing on my life. It has 
made me popular not only in Goa 
but also in the other parts of the 
country and I think this is because 
I believe in fair play. There are 
instances of players going for the 
man rather than for the ball under 
certain circumstances, particularly 
when their side is down. Such ten¬ 
dencies should never be encoura¬ 
ged. 

The immense popularity of foot¬ 
ball in Goa and my aptitude for the 
game are the main factors which 
made me to take to the game. 1 am 
grateful to the football fans of my 
village Parra who encouraged me. 
1 made steady progress and my 
first class career began in 1963-64 
when I played for Institute Sal- 
danha XI in the First Division 
League. 

1 came into limelight by scoring 
the highest number of goals in the 
league. This achievement helped 
me to join Benfica of Mapusa, a 
Senior Division side, in 1964-65. 1 
did reasonably well to become the 
.second highest scorer in the Senior 
Division. My best game that season 
was against St. Inez when [ scored 
all the five goals for Benfica. 

Sesa Goa, a leading mining com¬ 
pany, formed a team in 1965 and I 
joined them and almost immedia¬ 
tely came to appreciate the impor¬ 
tance of training. Iqbal Ahmed, 
Sesa’s coach at that time had a pro¬ 
found influence on my game. His 
main emphasis was on physical fit¬ 
ness and this helped me build up 
good stamina. Then he eliminated 


my weak points and my ability to 
score improved. I also studied the 
art of initiating moves under hia 
guidance. 

Sesa became Senior Division 
League champions in 1967 and I 
acquitted myself creditably in dieir 
forward line by scoring most of the 
goals. My combination with Albino 
Fernandes earned rich dividends 
for Sesa. Albino with speed, body 
swerves and powerful sbooring was 
indeed the most dangerous forward 
in our side. 

1 donned Goa colours for the 
first time in 1968. Since then 1 have 
represented Goa six times. In the 
Nationals at Nowgong 1969 I scored 
four goals in a row against Kerala. 

My performance in the 29tfa Na¬ 
tional Championship held in Goa 
was my worst. 1 was the vice-cai>- 
tain of the team and was in go^ 
form on the eve of the champion¬ 
ship, But nothing seemed to go 
right for me in the Nationals. I 
cannot recollect an occasion on 
which I have played so badly. 

I came into my own during the 
1973-74 season and 1 led Goa in the 
Nationals at ErnakuUm where we 
failed to reach the semi-finals 
having dravm all our three matches. 
But we were one of the most popu¬ 
lar sides in that tournament. 

1 represented India on a good¬ 
will tour of Russia in 1971-72. I 
was the recipient of the Jivba- 
Dada-Kerkar award of the State 
Council of Sports in 1975. 

Text: AJIT MOVE 


Abhay Pathak—RIP 


A BHAY PATHAK loved sport 
with a passion known to few. 
He loved cricket most and gobbled 
up Its literature with a facility of a 
master batsman carving out cen¬ 
turies. He also liked tennis. But 
above all, he loved SPORTSWEEK. 
To him it was his everything, 
every week. 

Abhay died young. He was only 
22 when the brute lurking in man 
crushed this gentle being last 
November. He died fearlessly, as 
he lived with a smile on his lips. 
He was inspired by Mahatma 
Gandhi and believed that life de¬ 
manded renunication and lived up 
to this conviction. 

He fought evil and surrendered 
his life without liegriidging the 
shortcomings of tho.se who could 


have brought home to him so much 
care, consideration and relief when 
he so needed it in the last days of 
his life. 

He thought gratefully of those 
who rushed him from Moradabad, 
his home town, in UP, to The All- 
India Institute or Medical Sciences, 
New Delhi, and provided for him 
the medical attention and care 
that could possibly oe made avai¬ 
lable at this lata stage. ■ 

The son of Ira and Vijayaiiand 
Pathak, he was educated at St. 
Joseph’s Colli ge, Nainital. A gentle 
sports lover IS no more but his in¬ 
nings in the game of life ties for¬ 
ever imbedded in the hearts ol 
those who chanced to know hint 





SPORTSWEEK. September 4. 1977 




















V Back with 
_the team_ 

I WAS hi^y to b« of toine um 
to Indian hockey after my re- 
dranent whan the officials made 
me die national coach for the 1962 
Ahmedabad Internadonal. I had 
Juat Mt the Police for a challeng- 
iilg fob: creating and shaping the 
Punjab Government’s new Sporu 
Dep^ment under the guidance of 
A. L. Fletcher, ICS. one of the 
most dynamic trfficers I have ever 
worked with. 

1 continued to take personal in> 
terest in Punjab hockey, but I was 
sorely disappointed whmx the IHF 
ignored me for the national coach¬ 
ing assignment prior to the Jakarta 
Asian ^mes. I am not against the 
audiorities changing coaches — 
that is dieir prerogative and they 
have every right to their choice— 
but I just do not understand why 
they throw them out and take them 
back at will. There is no system, 
no logic behind their moves — a 
successful coach should have a 
hmger lien of office; he must be 
given the benefit of continuity. 
After my success with the Ahme¬ 
dabad assignment, I should have 
had the boys with me. Instead 
they threw me out. But die Jakaru 
reversal opened their eyes; they 
brought the nadonal camp back to 
Punjab and got me back to do the 
coaching harawork. They inducted 
Habttl Mukberjee as the coaching 
spokesman but moat of the real 
work was done by me. 

While Kabul talked of having 
stumbled on a new strategy, which 
he called “direct hockey, 1 slog- 
led with die boys in the same wi^ 
as I had been doing with my own 
Punjab policemen. Kabul sold die 
“dummy” to the pressmen and diey 
lapped up all be said as good 
“newt cop 3 r”. In fact, the crap of 
“direct hockey” was nothing but a 
clumsy bid to sidetrack the main 
issue: How was India to regain 
hockey glory? The Tokyo Olympics 
were round the corner and 1 
thought the authorities would do 
me justice and allow me to go with 
the team. But they completely 
ipiored me and out of the blue 
they appointed Dharam Singh as 
ceSiM. 

On the face of it one might draw 
the conclusion that I only wanted 
a foreign jaunt. No, nothing of it. 
1 had had my share of world tours; 
I i^y wanted to be widi the boys 
to guide them and show fhem the 
way. As an important officer of the 
Sports Department I could have 
wangled tours abroad as the State’s 
"observer” to Olympic and Asian 
Games: some of my colleagues 

have done it several times. But 1 
never did it. Mv only aim has been 
to be of some help to our national 


Bangkok and Barcelona 


qiorL I have nothing against Oha- 
ram Singh; not only Is ha my friend 
since our college days but also an 
imporunt fumdonary In my Sports 
Department. I am only tiding to 
drive home that racognition should 
go where it belongs. 

Then as suddenly as I had been 
forgotten the men in the IHF 
thoui^t of me. They did not give 
me an independent coaching as¬ 
signment but sent me out twice— 

1970 Asian Games at Bangkok and 

1971 World Cup at Barcmona—as 
manager. The teams had been 
groomed by other experts; my ta¬ 
lent was wasted- But 1 was happy 


THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 



Balbir Singh 


{as told to Samuel Banerjct) 

to be back in the hockey main¬ 
stream. 1 say this again. Had 1 
trained the two warns, India may 
have done better; 

The Indian Hockey Federation 
had a brief spell of respite from 
carping critics betwben 1964 and 
1966 because our hockey boys had 
brought home gold medals from 
the Tokyo Olympics and Bangkok 
tVsian Games. The IHF’s elation 
was short lived: in the 1968 Mexico 
Olympics, India crashed to third 
place — a rating our countrymen 
were never prepared to accept. 
The IHF was squarely blamed tor 
making a dubious kind of history. 
Unable to come to a decision on 
the choice of team skipper, IHF 
appointed talented deep defenders 
Frithipal Singh and Gurbux Singh 
to captain India jointly. I don’t 
blame the joint captain for the 
going^on in die team, but the fact 
remains that the unwise move 
created factions. The players be¬ 
came pawns in the hands of the 
officials and wwked at cross pur¬ 
poses. 

The biggest victim of this un¬ 
happy decision was team spirit: it 
killed Indian hockey. Then, of 


ceursq. Frithlpal and Gurbux were 
young and cmiddii’t fully gauge the 
impltcatiotis of leading a team 
jointly. But in latwr yews, after 
they had retired, bodi blamed die 
Mexico debacle on joint capteincy. 
In fact, as Chairman of the Selec¬ 
tion Committee for the 1976 Mon¬ 
treal Olympic squad, Prithipel 
vehemently crushed a squeaky sug¬ 
gestion by an uninitiated selector 
that Ajit Pal Singh and Govinda 
be made joint captains. It was un¬ 
fortunate that Prithipal and Gar- 
bux virtually presided over India's 
worst-evcr showing in international 
hockey in 1976 Prithipal as 
chairman of selectors and Gurbux 
as chief coach. 

While no one can find fault 
with the selection of the 1976 team 
— it was practically the same 
bunch that won the World Cup at 
Kuala Lumpur — the happenings 
in Paris, Toronto and Montreal let 
India down. The team officials 
never handled the boys properly. 
There was no discipline and sadly 
the officials did not inject in the 
boys the will to fight. 

My first experience as team 
manager abroad was at the 1970 
Asian Games in Bangkok, where 
wc had taken out a carefully selec¬ 
ted team. We lost to Pakistan in 
the final, but the critics were all 
praise for the manner in which 
the team played. The following 18 
were selected to represent the 
country; 

Harbinder Singh was appointed 
captain and other members were 
Cedric Pereira, Charles, Vinod Ku¬ 
mar, Major Singh, Mukhbain 
Singh. P. Krishnamurthy, Ajit Pal 
Singh, Harmik Singh, Mohinder 
Singh, A. S. Uthaiah, Balbir Singh, 
Baldev Singh. Kulwant Singh, Har- 
charan Singh, M. P. Ganesh, Ashok 
Kumar, B. P. Govinda. 

Patiala being near Chandigarh I 
visited the camp and stayed there 
as often as possible on the advice 
of Ashwini Kumar, the president, 
IHF. This helped me to know the 
players, as well as their habits, on 
and off die held. 

The then IHF Secretary, Saloo 
Sait, made an announcement from 
Bangalore saying that Udham Singh 
and I would accompany the team 
as coach and manager, respectively. 

Keeping in view the performance 
of the Indian team in the Mexico 
Olympics, the Bombay Internatio¬ 
nal and Delhi, many friends ad¬ 
vised me to decline managership 
and save myself from public cri¬ 
ticism, which according to them was 
certain. They had little confidence 
in the team. On the other hand 1 
felt honoured that the Federation 
had considered me fit to look after 
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hit known form. Ho loekod d«fh 
■nd penetration. Balitov waa alao 
thowing aignt of extaauition and 
nervous tension. Ilio results could 
have been unfavourable if the 
Malaysians had uken the lead. 1 
took advantage of the substitution 
rule and pulkd out Harbinder at 
half-time. 

No manager would have ordina¬ 
rily pulled out the captain. Even 
in this case had the team lost 
when the captain was out I would 
have been in a soup. I knew diis 
well. Still I took this drastic action 
in the larger interest of the team. 
Thank God, speedy thrusts by 
Ganesh put the Malaysian defence 
at sixes and sevens. The pressure 
on our defence relaxed and the 
attack got much needed assisunce 
from the defence. Ganesh had a 
hand in both the goals scored late 
in the second half and he vindica¬ 
ted my stand, 

India played Japan in the semi¬ 


Harbindor. C a a a s h's inclusloa 
again brought die desired effect In 
our attack which became very 
aggressive and tfarustful thereafter 
and gave the much needed ^e^>ite 
to our hard pressed defence which 
also advasKed to help the attack. 
A penalty corner awarded to us 
was converted by Vinod Kumar 
and we qualified for the final. 

India played the final against 

S akistan on December 19, 1970. 

lost of the Indians in Bamdwk 
thronged to the stadium with 
India-Thai flags in their bands. The 
Indian players had not played as 
well in the entire tournament as 
they did in die final. The Paldstsh 
nis were outclassed in all aspecia 
of the game but the vital goal elu¬ 
ded our grasp time and again. It 
was indeed a story of missed chw 
ces. With the exception of Harbin- 
der and Balbir all gavo an oxetk 
lent display. 

Our attack was, however, found 



The Indian hockey team which lost to Pakistan la the semi¬ 
finals at the Fint World Cup held in Barceloon, ^lain. 
Manager Balbir Singh is standing at centre in the 
middle row 


oie aadeiMl team at a dUBcnlt 
tfans* 

The ktalajrslan Hockey team had 
also tumad at Singapora to 
watch the game of our ttem. They 
alao wanted to play against us. 
Thay tried their best and even got 
a green signal from the Singapore 
Hockey Association. OriginaUy we 
had planned to play In Malaysia 
while on our wey to Bani^ok 
But because of compelling cheum- 
siances, primarily shoruge of 
time, we could not make it. I was 
put in an awkward position. I have 
told them politely that as manager 
of the team 1 had no authority to 
change our tour programme which 
bad been fixed by the IHF. If they 
wanted a match they “Must get me 
instructions from the Indian Hoc¬ 
key Federation.” In the absence of 
any instructions we could not ac¬ 
commodate them. 

We flew into Bangkok on Decem¬ 
ber 2, 1970. The rains in Bangkok 
were not only unseasonal but also 
unprecedented. They played havoc 
and all playgroundte looked like 
paddy-fields. We found it difiicult 
to continue our training program¬ 
me. Thank Cod anothei cyclone 
that was expected to touch Bang¬ 
kok and surrounding areas changed 
its course, otherwise there might 
have been a different story to tell. 
Even the occasional showers later 
were fri^tening as they further 
spoiled me already wet playfields. 
When the surface water was re¬ 
moved more water oozed out from 
beneath. 

Local authorities and technical 
delegates of FIH worked round 
the clock to ensure commencement 
of the hockey fixtures on Decem¬ 
ber 10, as scheduled. The play- 
fields reminded me of the New 
Zealand playmounds where 1 went 
on a goodwill tour widi the Indian 
Wanderers in 19S5, On that tour 
30 out of 37 matches were played 
on wot and soggy grounds. 

As planned earlier no practice 
match was played against any team 
before the main tournament in 
Bangkok except one against the 
Thai hockey team. The ground was 
poor. All 18 players were tried and 
the result was a 12-0 win for us. It 
really sounds fantastic that later 
Pakistan drew with Thailand in 
one of die pool matches. The Ihai 
team was trained by the Indian 
coach, Gian Sin^. No wonder 
they played the one back forma¬ 
tion to get advantage of the off¬ 
side rule. 

There were many contenders to 
leed die Indian contingent and 
hold the national flag. Hockey be¬ 
ing our national sport I success¬ 
fully pleaded the case of hockey 
captain Harbinder, and Chef de 
MusUm Air Chief Marshal Arjan 
Singh accepted the proposal against 
many counter claims. 

In our match against Malaysia, 
Harbinder vras merely a shadow of 


finals on December 17. J^en were 
fitter than our players. They play¬ 
ed man to man and literally took 
us off our feet. In the first half 
our forward line did not click, in 
spite of the best efforts of the left- 
wing attack of Harcbaran and Kul- 
want. BaJdev and Harbinder were 
off colour and the former, in fact, 
was a shade worse. Pressure moun¬ 
ted on our defence and Ajit Pal 
and Harmik showed signs of ner¬ 
vousness. Frankly speaking, we 
were lucky :o survive. There wb» a 
lot of hard tackling from the left 
to which our boys were not used 
to. The situation deteriorated 
further. 

Since coach Udham Singh did not 
agree to rest Harbinder, to avoid 
further complications, 1 decided 
to replace Baldev with Ganesh to 
put life in the attack. Balbir was 
brou^t in the centre. The forma* 
tion on the right was Ganesh and 


lacking at the all important place 
—<■ in and around the striking ck- 
cle — and Harbinder was often 
found lagging far behind. Because 
Harbinder was always out of posi¬ 
tion the left-side forwards either 
lost possession of ball or their 
passes went abegging. Krishnamur- 
thy put Ganesh in possession a 
number of times and the lattm 
covering the field entirely on his 
own sent some beautiful crosses 
which could not be encashed. Had 
his shin pot been smiously injured 
while saving a short<oriier in the 
latter part of the second half, he 
might have tilted the balance in 
our favour. Of the playing time. 
50 minutes had already passed; 
under rules we could not avail of 
the substitution rule. A team that 
fails to encash golden opportuni¬ 
ties that repeatedly come their 
way must face the consequences. 

continued on p 29 
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It's new! It's nylon! 

It means big economy! 


introduces 


1 






ilM id last and 




Truck operators give 
DURA DRIVE full 
marks for endurance 
and overall economy. 

FIRESTONE'S newest, 
latest road sensation passed 
every field trial with flying 
colours. 

Truck operators across the 
country who tested DURA 
DRIVE are unanimous in their 
verdict; "This is the tyre for 
economy!" 

The DURA DRIVE, made 
of tough nylon, is the rear 
wheel truck tyre that outper¬ 
forms any truck tyre now in 
the market. It gives you the 
economy you need, the relia¬ 
bility you expect and the 
performance you require. 

Look at DURA DRIVE your¬ 
self. Try it. On your next trip 
out, look at other trucks; if 
the driver is smiling, he must 
be using DURA DRIVE. So 
make that next trip a trip to 
the nearest Firestone dealer. 


T(**c$tone 




hitBlIlfiH 











PROFILE 


n EFORE taking over to the 
^ game of table tennis at i^e 
age of eleven, Curfew Roy’s fancy 
was aroused by the game of cric¬ 
ket as he was vei y anxious to make 
the school team. An allround 
sportsman, he has an aptitude for 
all sports. So it was more or less 
by chance that Curfew took a 
liking for uble tennis. 

It was during lunch time, at the 
Don Bosco School, in Assam, did 
the headmaster T. T. Thomas spot¬ 
ted the boy’s talent and asked 
him to divert his interest from the 
cricket field to the table tennis 
table. So impressed was his head¬ 
master, that he immediately got 
Curfew enrolled as a member of the 
Nehru Stadium, in Gauhati, where 
he was put under Nihal Singh 
Thakur’s wing. Singh called him 
for morning exercises too, at which 
he was made to skip for at least 
two hundred times. Curfew feels 
that all this has done a world of 
good to his play, and says that he 
is gradually improving. 

Practising for two hours in the 
morning and two in the evening, 
he played his first tournament, at 
Gauhati, in the sub-junior section, 
and in October 1973 played his 
first State champion.ship$ as a sub- 
junior where he did well to reach 
the last eight. Success was much 


CURFEW ROY 



sweeter when in 1976, be won the 
sub-junior boys* singln title 

His good showing during the 
State championriiips, paved the 
way for his name being included 
in the state squad, for the 1975 
and 1976 Nationals at Jaipur and 
Allahabad, reapectively. He met 
with little success at Jaipur but did 
extremely well to come out sectmd 
best at the Allahabad Natimiab. 
He was ranked India’s No. 2. sub> 
junior in 1976. He won his first 
major title in-the East Zone Chaai« 
pionships, where he chalked up g 
creditable ’double’ when he elium* 
ed the sub-junior and the junior 
boys’ singles titles. 

Top spin is his main weapon and 
he used it during the course of 
the match very frequently. After 
top si>tnning be would Hke to gn 
for the smash, if the return li 
high, hut, would like to tom bade 
to his ace card if the bell comae 
hack to him at a lower trajectmy. 

Bom on 26th January 1964, 
Curfew, a student of std. 10. has m 
good hei^t and physique com¬ 
pared to other youngsters of 
his age. A champion in the makii^ 
he i.s willing to work hard to see 
his country somewhere around tlic 
t(^ of the International table ten¬ 
nis ladder. 

— RHMJE J. GAZDAR 
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S ANGEETA PAL hu been win¬ 
ning acclaint In Imdminton in 
Jabalpur. 

In the recently concluded Dis¬ 
trict Championships, Sangeeta not 
only won the junior girls' singles 
but also annexed the triple crown 
in die senior events, winning the 
women's singles, mixed and wo> 
men’s doubles. 


Sangeeta is an outstanding 
sportswoman and has also woo 
several trophies in athletics. She 
was the captain of the Green House 
in St Jaseph’s Convent and repre¬ 
sented Mamya Pradesh at the All- 
India Schools National Baditdnton 
Championdiips. She wtm the gold 
and silver m^als in 1976 and 1977. 

Sangeeta has also a good schola- 
attic record and has obtained a first 


— Hope for 

v^HERE is new hope for basket- 
ball in Bombay and the sub¬ 
urbs. Moves are afoot to raise die 
tempo and widen the range of ac¬ 
tivity instead of. letting things move 
on intermittently and serenely 
along what has come to be well- 
established patterns. Where a few 
held the reins and responsibility 
and where perhaps halt a dosen 
clubs virtually made up the game 
in the city and suburbs there is 
now an endeavour to broadbase 
the sport 

The Maharashtra State Basket¬ 
ball Association in the last few 
years have made fitful efforts to 
spread the game to districts other 
than Bombay. Pune and Nagpur 
by helping to stage tournaments 
and clinics for players and referees. 

But in Bombay itself there has 
not been anything sustained to in' 
crease the number of clubs, though 
more schools and colleges are ta* 
king pert in tournaments restric- 
ted to them. 

It is in the light of this that the 
decision of the Bombay and subur¬ 
ban clubs and institutions’ repre¬ 
sentatives to split themselves into 
four zones or districts to work to¬ 
wards the task of popularising and 
raising the standard of the game 
is commendable and welcome. 

The four zones are: (1) the eas¬ 
tern wing from Victoria Terminus 
to Byculla, (2) the western wing 
that runs almost parallel to (1 )v 
from Colaba to roughly Bombay 


basketball - " 

Central, (3) the section diet ruiw 
from Parel to Bandra and Khag’a 
Circle, and (4) from Sion onwards 
both on the east and the west. 

At present there are 22 clubs 
and schools and colleges, who will 
be affiliated to the B^ombay High 
Schools Spiwts Association and me 
universities (Bombay and S.N.D.T.), 
respectively. The schools and col¬ 
leges can take part in toumammits 
in their zones. 

The nucleus of the various zones 
would be: (1) Nagpada Nei^bour- 
hood House, Mustan YMCA. Cen¬ 
tral Railway and Naval Dockyard: 
(2) Western Railway, Proctor 
YMCA, Income-tax, Huqa-e-Aheb, 
Wellington YMCA. Reynolds Road 
YMC^ Bombay YMCA and Star- 
latsi (3) Indian Gymkhana, kbaora 
Association, Young Cornett, G.8.B., 
Hoopers, Bright Surs, Savio Club, 
Five Stars and collagaa; and (4) 
Our La^ of Good Counsel, Raj 
S.S., I.I.T., Powai, Chembur Gym¬ 
khana, Indian Oil, schools and 
colleges. 

Roughly there is a fair number 
of tournaments being held in each 
tone. Teams from other zones also 
will be allowed to take parr in 
these. But it suggested that each 
zone has an event to decide the 
top two teams for representing it 
in the Maharashtra State cham¬ 
pionships. It is hoped that the four 
zones could hold their "selection” 
some time in November so as to 
make it easy for qualification to 
the State meet in December. 

— SW Correspondent 


divisimi in the Higher Secondary 
•ttd now plans on joining Lady 
Shriram College for her BA. de- 
I pw. After she graduates she hopes 
1 to take up journalism. She is a 
^ mracious reader and has also a 

J mod style of writing. She is the 
of Vinod Pal, Div, Supot., 
C 'cntral Rly., Jabalpur. 

— MADGE PINTO 


Goa soccer 

TT AST year’s runners-up, Ja- 
nata XI won the (joa Bandod- 
kar Football Shield Tournament 

Janata XI won the Bandod- 
kar Shield defeating NaveUai 
XI in Vaaco 



defeating Navelim XI by two goals 
to nil in the final at Vasco recent¬ 
ly. Francis Rodrigues and Agnello 
Pinto scored for the winners. 

Janata avenged their last year’a 
defeat in the final at the hands of 
Mandovi Shipyard, when they pre¬ 
vailed ^ a solitary goal in the 
quarter-finals. They made the finals 
with a 2-0 victory over Mundvel. 
Most of their players were drawn 
out from Dempo Sports Club. 
Their forward, Nicholau, a Yugo¬ 
slavian, who belongs to Vasco 
Sports Club, was adjudged the best 
player of the Tournammit. 

Meanwhile, the inter-Club trans¬ 
fers have started. Seta’s star stop¬ 
per Teofleo (^mes has jidned 
Dempo Sports Club. Another Seta 
defender Vassudeo has gone to 
Vasco. Sesa, however, have regain¬ 
ed the services of their crack 
striker Albino Fernandes, who has 
successfully completed the train¬ 
ing course at the National Institute 
of Sports, Bangalore, recently. 
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Zona! round - up 

EAST 


'IP HE SIXTIES and seventies have 
* seen the introduction of seve¬ 
ral new disciplines in sport. Judo 
was introduced to the world, karate 
became popular and then power- 
lifting gained accreditation. Now, 
it*s the turn of arm wrestling to be 
recognised as a world sport. A. 
common factor in all these dis¬ 
cipline is that they were practised 
in one form or other in at least 
a few countries. But the arm ben¬ 
der ‘it perhaps the most universal 
of them all. From school dormi¬ 
tories to cafes, individual strength 
has often been measured by the 
ability to bend the adversary’s 
palm-to-elbow arm. 

The 1977 World Arm Wrestling 
Championships were held in Hol¬ 
yoke, Massachusetts, USA. There 
was tremendous enthusiasm, dur¬ 
ing the meet and after. One of the 


And now arm wrestling 



results of the meet was the incen¬ 
tive it provided for the formation 
of the Indian Arm Wrestling 
Federation. 

The World Arm Wrestling Fede¬ 
ration Chairman, Bob O’Leary, 
named Barij Baran Das chairman 
of the Indian body and also acting 
chairman of Asian countries for 
WAWF. Das, who had earlier 
founded the Indian Powerlifting 
Federation and weathered the 
storm created by the Indian 
Weightlifting Federation in its bid 
to gain control over the body, has 
now decided to resign from power- 
lifting except to stay as a founder- 
member. 

The first championship for arm 
wrestling in India was organised 
under the auspices of the West 
Bengal Arm Wrestling Association 
on August 5, 6 and 7 in Calcutta. 
There were over 90 participanu in 
the various weights (the weights 
are much the same as in boxing 


Heavyweight con¬ 
test between 
Smyedav and 
Kairtar Shi^ in 
progreos 


and weightlifting), with the oldest 
participant being over SO years-old 
and the youngest just 15, who was 
allowed as a special case. 

The meet was organised on in¬ 
dividual and team basis. The teams 
which participated included Indian 
Oxygen, Ichapore Rifle Factory, 
Cossipore Gun and Shell Factory, 
Sangha Mitra and Kalyan Chakra 
Avijatri. In the individual cate¬ 
gories, the most interesting fact 
was Aat several contestants not 
belonging to any of these teams 
reached the finals. 

The referees, who were instruc¬ 
ted by Mr. Das on the world body 
rules, had a very thin margin of 
error. Considering Aat this was 
the first organised meet, this is a 
great feat. 

The first National Arm W^es^ 
ling Championships will be held in 
Calcutta from December !<> to 18. 
1977. Tbit will be organised on 
bodi team and individual bssit and 
will be held at each weight level. 
The championship will be held on 
six speciafiy-prepered tables simul¬ 
taneously. The States already affi¬ 
liated to the Indian federation are 
Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir. 
Kerala, Karnataka. Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu and. of course, West 
Ben^l. Delhi is expected to seek 
affiliation soon. 

Arm Wrestling is perhaps the 
only sport in the world in which 
most people have at some time enr 
other participated in. It is now be¬ 
ing lifted from pool rooms, night 
clubs, restaurants and the like to 
the more respectable arena of 
world sport. 

- ARIJIT SEN 


Five-a-side hockey 


rH i view (o propagating and 
popularising hockey, the natio¬ 
nal game of our country. Youth 
Khalsa Club, Calcutta, decided to 
organise a &a-side hockey tourna¬ 
ment from last year. The tourna¬ 
ment has been appropriately chris¬ 
tened after the names of late 
Sardar Harcharan Singh ‘Baba’, a 
benowned hockey player of Bengal 
and founder of Khalsa Blues A. C. 
and late Sardar Sukhdarshan 
Singh, a young and promising pla¬ 
yer who represented the country 
in international matches. 

A novel feature of the rules 
which governed the tournament 
matches is that there is no defen¬ 
der or attacker, as such, every 


player has to perform the twin 
duties of defender and offender. 
Besides improving physical fitness, 
it helps the players to learn the 
sound techniques of positional play. 

In the inaugural year the tour¬ 
nament attracted 14 teams. The 
teams cut through club affiliations 
and were comprised of seasoned 
senior division players as well as 
schoolboys. Some of the teams 
were composed entirely of junior 
players and it was a heartening 
spectacle to see the "babes" put¬ 
ting up grim fight against their 
redoubtable opponents. Bagdevi 
Athletic Club won the champion¬ 
ship beating Five Men Army in 
the final. Special awards were 


given to individual players for 
their meritorious performances. 

This year, while inviting 20 
teams, special emphasis has been 
placed on junior teams so that 
maximum number of junior play¬ 
ers can participate in the tourna¬ 
ment. 

— SW Correspondent 


In a closely<ontested final, 
I.C.I. retained the Inter-Office Wo¬ 
men’s Basketball title defeating 
S-P.(I) Iw 55 points to 53 in Cal¬ 
cutta. S.A(I) who dominated the 
major part of the game, ran into an 
early lead of 104) and maintained 
this tempo till half time—the score 
being 24-12 with Terlachan Kaur 
being outstanding. 
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WN A 9*ROIINO SwiM among 20 
* selected players tiie Karnataka 
State Championship at Bangalore 
was won by K. Saiprakash (23) 
who has come back to chess after 
completing his education. ' 

Saiprakash and R. Sridharan 
scored 7 points each, but the latter 
was placed second on lower SB. 
Former Champion Abdul Wajid, 
who took part in die tournament 
after a break of 3 years, got the 
3rd place with 6) points. 

Other placings; A. K. Prabha- 
karan 6i; 5-7, Unni, D. V. Ftasad, 
Ravisankar 5 each. The defend¬ 
ing champion R. Ravindran (who 
has qualified for National A in the 
B tournament at Kottayam) finish¬ 
ed 8th on SB with 4} points in a 
tie with four others. 

A lively draw from the tourna¬ 
ment: 

QUEEN’S GAMBIT 
White; R. Ravindran 
Black: Abdul Wajid 

1. PQ4. PQ4 2. PQB4, PK3 3. 
NQB3, BK2 (a) 4. PxP, PxP S. 

NB3, PQB3 6. PKN3 (b) BKB4 7. 
BN2. QNQZ 8. 00, PKR3 9. NK5, 
KNB3 10. PB3 NxN (c) U. NxN, 
NQ2 12. PKN4, BK3 13. BB4. 
QN3ch?! (d) 14. KRl, (JxP IS. 

NR4, QNS 16. BQ2. QQ5 17. PK3, 
QxP (K4^ (e) 18. PB4, QB2 19. 
PBS, NB3 20. PxB, PxP 21. NB3, 
000 22. PKR3, PKR4 (f) 23. PNS, 
NN5!? 24. RB4, PK4 25. RB7 (g) 




by ARBiES 

CHESS 


PKS 26. PxN, PxPch 27. KNl, QN6! 
28. BKl! (h) QxPch 29. BB2. QxP 
30. QR41. PN6 31. BxRP, QR4! 32. 
BN6I (i) QxR 33. QR8ch, KQ2 34. 
QxPch. K1C3? (j) 35. NxKPI. PxN 
36. QxPch, R03 37. QB4ch, RQ4 
38. BxP, (JR4 39. BxRch, QxB 40. 
QN4ch? (k) KB2 41. RBlch. BBS 
42. QB3, QxQ 43. RxQ, RRl 44. 
PR3 and a draw was agreed. 


(a) An unusual variation avoiding 
3: . . NKB3 4. BN5. White’s best 
is 4. PxP, PxP 5. BB4. 


(b) The Fianchetto does not go 
well with the Exchange Variation. 

(c> More enterprising than 

10 . . .00 


(d) But here 13. . . PKN4 14. 
BN3, PKR4 looks more promising. 

(e) With three Pawns for a piece 
Black opts for unclear complica¬ 
tions. 17. . . QQ6 18. PB4, NB4 19. 
NN2. QN4 20. RNl is less attrac¬ 
tive. 

(f) Contemplating another piece 


sacrifice. On 23. PxP. NxP Black's 
attack would be easier. 

(g) Simpler was 25. RxN. PxR 
26. QxPch with less risk and ap¬ 
proximate mato-ial balance. 

(h) White rightly decides to 
meet attack by counter attack. If 
28. QK2 (not, of course, 28. RxB??, 
QRBl winning) BQ3 (threat 29... 
RRBchl etc.) 29. KBl. QRBl 30. 
PN6. RxRch 31. PxR, RBI 32. 
QB2, QK4 and lybite’s advanced 
KBP will fall leaving Black widi S 
Pawns and better position for two 
pieces. 

(i) White must give up the Rook, 
but now his attack begins. 

(j) Time trouble. A. Wajid gives 
the critical line 34. . . KKII 35. 
(JxPeh, RQ2 36. NxKPI. (it 36. 
QBSch, BQl 37. BxB??. QB7 mate) 
RR3! (not 36. . . PxN?? 37. RQl) 
37. QB8ch. BQl 38. NN5 with un¬ 
clear outcome. 

(k) In turn White misses his 
chance under time pressure i.e., 
40. RQlch, KQ3 41. QB7 mate. 

Last week’s ending by Kazantsyev 
(Chess Review, 1968); 

White; KeS; RbB; Bd4-, Nf4; 
P’s-e3, e6, g2, h2. 

Black; Kh4; Qcl-, Bh6; P’s-c4, f7, 
g6. h5. 

Win; 1. Pe7, Qa3ch 2. Rb4, Qa7ch 
3. Kxc4. Qxe7 4. Nxg6chl, Pxg6 5. 
Bf6ch!!, Qxf6 6. KdSch, Kg5 7. 
Ph4ch, Kf5 8. Pg4ch, Pxg4 9. 
Rf4ch!!I, Bxf4 10. Pe4 mate. 


Bangkok and Barcelona 


from p 23 

Although we had the better of the 
exchanges we lost. It was destined 
to be so. 

In Barcelona for the first World 
Cup in 1971 we had a brilliant 
young tide. At manager of the 
team 1 couldn’t have asked for a 
better bunch of players. They 
looked upon me as father figure 
and 1 in turn treated each one of 
the players as my younger bro¬ 
ther, We had established an excel¬ 
lent repport. We knew India were 
using the Barcelona challenge as a 
stepping-stone to building a good 
team tor the 1972 Munich Olym¬ 
pics. Pakistan were virtually out 
of the running in the pool matches. 
They had in fact packed up to quit 
their hotel. Tbe last match in their 
pool between Japan and Holland 
was a mere formality — Holland 
had to win. But they didn’t; Japan 
shocked them and Pakistan quali¬ 
fied for die semi-finals unexpected¬ 
ly. Once they got fast this hurdle, 
our friends across the border went 
on to win the gold medal. 

India, unbeaten in pool matches, 
lost to Pakistan in die smni-finals. 
much against the run of play, and 
then upset Spain in the finals. 

India had this luck coming their 


way in the 1976 Olympics. Tbey 
too were virtually out of the rec¬ 
koning in the pool matches. But 
with an upset result, when Argen¬ 
tina beat Australia, our men earn¬ 
ed a play-off with Australia. India 
couldn't Mtploit this haavaii^ont 
opportunity as well as Pakistan 
had done in 1971. Nevertheless, 
our 1971 Barcelona men gave a 
tremendous fight to Pakistan. 1 
egged them on with calm assu¬ 
rance. If we lost 1-2 after leading 
1-0 at half-time it was sheer bad 
luck. There wet no reason for us 
to lose the match. We had done 
everything — ouQilayed Pakistan 
-in every department, made numer¬ 
ous inroads into their territory and 
had at least half a dozen scoring 
chances. We took die lead, never 
allowed Pakistan to mount the 
offensive against us. Yet, Pakistanis 
got two chances and they conver¬ 
ted both their tries. That proved 
fatal for India. We missed our 
chances; Pakistan grabbed the 
opportunities that came their way. 
In the dressing room ours was an 
extremely dejected side. My dis¬ 
appointed boy* did not even wish 
to take their bronze medals. It 
was after a great deal of persua¬ 
sion that I succeeded in bringing 


them out for the medal distri¬ 
bution. 

Defeat is always violently and 
readily attacked. Healdiy and con- 
strucUve criticism is liked by 
every sene person but die criticism 
in which Jimmy Nagarvala drag¬ 
ged me and the captain of the 
team was pre-plann^ and unfor¬ 
tunate. Iiis statenwm that die 
captain and manager mcaaed up 
everything was mischievous when 
he himseu had praised the perfor¬ 
mance of the team on radio and in 
press. His idea was simply to dam¬ 
age my reputation in public at I 
did not toe his line oi action by 
giving statements agsinst some tu 
die then Federstion officials to 
help him (fi^t his battle) in the 
Federation. Jimmy had perhaps 
forgotten that he himself got me 
appointed as manager and coach 
as a special case to train the 
team for the 1962 Ahmedabad In¬ 
ternational. He also issued an ex¬ 
cellent certificate to me on the 
victory of die Indian team in that 
tournament. Since then I had gain¬ 
ed much more experience on simi¬ 
lar assignments. When the state¬ 
ment issued by him was brought 
to my notice I too issued a rejoin¬ 
der to tell true facts to the public. 
When be hit me, I hit back. 

(to be continued) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New 
Delhi-110 002. 
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HOCKEY- 

The walk-out & its aftermath 


^HE pulling out of three senior 
^ players, Surjit, Baldev and 
Varinder, from the national hockey 
camp in progress at the National 
Institute of Sports, Patiala has 
tome as a surprise to many. 

There have been varied reac¬ 
tions by various sports authorities 
of the country on this episode. 
Meanwhile, an official statement 
issued on behalf of the I.H.F. at 
die N.I.S. said that the allegations 
made by the three players against 
General D’Souza were “false and 
motivated*’. ^ 

Briefing newsmen Ramanamur- 
thy, a representative of the l.H.F. 
at the camp, said, “1 was present 
throughout the discussions of the 
selection committee and 1 never 
heard any remark made by General 
D’Souza nor any member of the 
selecticn committee against any 
community or players.” 

‘‘The members of the selection 
committee had full di.scussion with 
both the coaches, R. S. Gentle and 
Kishan Lai, and the physical train¬ 
ing expert Jagmohan Singh on the 
morning and evening of August 21. 
They were consulted again prior 
to the selection committee meet¬ 
ing late in the evening. The name 
of the probable.s were read out to 
them before announcing the 
team,” he said. 

Leslie Claudius, a selector said; 
“The idea behind forming zonal 
teams during trials was to give the 
players a chance to show their 
maximum skill playing with team¬ 
mates with whom they have better 
understanding. And it is a fact 
that there was a tough competi¬ 
tion when such teams were fielded,” 
he added. 

“There was no deliberate attempt 
whatsoever among the members of 
the selection committee to create a 
wedge between the players on 
communal basis, as has been alle¬ 
ged by the players.” he added. He 
clarified another allegation by the 
three players saying they were 
made to sit outside during the trial 
matches as “we were satisfied with 
their performance and the selec¬ 
tors wanted to watch other 
players’*. 

Kishan Lai whom the “rebel” 
players have praised along with 
Gentle said, “1 know the boys 
thoroughly. They were gentle and 
obedient. They can’t take such a 
drastic step on their own. ITtey 
have been instigated iw some one 
not in the picture. A thorough en¬ 
quiry should be held”. 

R. S. Gentle, the chief coach, 
who Is quite sore, said: The boys 
have committad a blunder. The 


higher authorities have been asked 
to straighten out the matter. 

Maj. Gen. D’Souza described as 
“completely baseless and unfoun¬ 
ded” what he termed “the very 
serious allegations” that he had 
openly criticised a particular State 
or community at the selection 
committee meeting in Patiala. 

Commenting on the players’ 
statement that the remarks “have 
hurt our feelings,” Gen. D’Souza 
said “this canard has been conclu¬ 
sively refuted by IHF representa¬ 
tive Ramanamurthy”. Regarding 
the allegation that he was “aller¬ 
gic” to a particular community, 


Ajit Pa! quits 



A JIT PAL SINGH, one of the 
finest centre-backs in the world 
and former India captain, announ¬ 
ced his retirement from - firstclas.s 
hockey in Chandigarh. 

The veteran of three Olympics 
said that he will continue to -play 
tor the Border Security Force with 
which he is now serving. 


A report in a National daily 
states, “There was a flutter at the 
camp when news spread that coach 
Gentle had received a trunk call, 
suggesting that Aslant Sher Khan 
be asked to join the camp.” 

SPORTSWEEK considers it 
necessary to clarify its position 
vis-a-vis this report vefaich is likely 
to create misunderstanding in cer¬ 
tain quarters. 

Whereas it is no doubt true that 
we had telephoned IHF Chief 
Coach R. S. flentle at Patiala re¬ 
garding Aslam Sher Khan, the pur¬ 
pose of the call was certainly NOT 
to influence Gentle who after all 
is only a coach and therefore in no 
position to include or exclude any 
player. 


Gen. D’Souza said a glance at the 
list of players recommended by the 
selectors was sufficient proof to 
point to the contrary. “It is also 
rather surprising that none of 
these alleged insmting remarks 
and comments has been spelt out,” 
Gen. D'Souza said. 

In Ludhiana former Olympian 
and chairman'of the IHF selection 
committee, Prithipal Singh, urged 
the Union Government to hold an 
immediate inquiry into the episode 
and deal severely with those at 
fault. He added there was also a 
dearth of seasoned and experienced 
players at the camp, where Ashok 
Kumar and Aslam Sher Khan had 
refused to join. “This is still a 
big mystery and the current epi¬ 
sode had further worsened the 
position.” He also expressed sur¬ 
prise that the chairman of the 
selection committee J. D. N'agar- 
vala bad been absent during the 
trials. 

Former Olympian Balbir Singh 
who was manager of the last vic¬ 
torious World Cup squad, has des¬ 
cribed the episode as “most unfor¬ 
tunate”. He said Ashok not report¬ 
ing at the camp was understand¬ 
able as Gen. D’Souza's views about 
him were well known. “The entire 
IHF is being badly managed. The 
selectors who are not well versed 
with (he latest techniques and new 
trends in the world hockey have 
no business to be there.” he added. 

Meanwhile, according to a state¬ 
ment of the Union Minister of 
State for Sports, Education and 
Social Welfare, the Government 
will institute an enquiry into the 
episode at the Patiala camp. 


The intention was to convey to 
Gentle the information given to us 
by Aslam Sher Khan, a fortnight 
ago, that he might be prepared to 
join the camp at Patiala provided 
the chief coach, who had gone on 
record as stating “to hell with 
them” (Ashok Kumar and Aslam 
Sher Khan), wanted him at this 
stage. 


There is, thereiore, no reason 
why a “flutter” should have been 
caused at the camp in Patiala un¬ 
less the conversation over the 
trunk-telephone which was indis¬ 
tinct and constantly interrupted 
by telephone operators, cross con¬ 
nections and the like, was either 
misunderstood or misrepresented. 


AVINASH SINGH 

A clarification 
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The Oval Test 


Hat: CENTRAL PRESS PHOTOS 


The Ashes arc back ia Eng¬ 
land. At the Oval with the 
first day’s play washed out 
by raJn Lever, Willis, Roope 
and Randall duq>lay the new 
‘Pomaiie Fewer’ T-shirts 


The Aussies are happy and 
it's no wonder . . . Geoff 
Boyccrtt is out cau^t McCoo- 
ker bowled Walker on the 
second day of the fifth Test 
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Soccer talk-in- 


'G'AST BENGAL created one more 
^ record in the Calcutta foot¬ 
ball League when they wrested the 
senior division title from Mohun 
Bagan and had the distinction of 
winning every match in the 22-tie 
schedule. 

East Bengal, thus, become the 
only side in the history of Calcutta 
soccer to win the league twice 
without dropping a single point. 
The earlier feat was in 1975. 

' East Bengal have now equalled 
Mohun Bagan’s record of 15 cham¬ 
pionship titles in the league com¬ 
petition over the years. It is unfor¬ 
tunate that the club could not 
maintain their unbeaten run by 
actually playing the other 22 teams 
because both Aryan and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting cried off. 

The Ea,st Bengal-Aryan tie was 
abandoned after the first half be¬ 
cause ground condition.s were 
found unsuitable. When the match 
was rescheduled, A r a ii did not 
field a side, on the pica that most 
of their regular players were in¬ 
jured. Mohammedan Sporting's 
encounter with the new champions 
was called off even before the 
match started because of a torren¬ 
tial downpour. Billed a.s the last 


East Bengal—another record 


match in the league of the major 
teams, the replay saw Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting staying away in pro¬ 
test against the IFA’s scheduling 
of the match on the East Bengal 
ground. They had asked that the 
tie be held on the Mohun Bagan 
ground. 

Despite the fact that much of 
the glamour of triumph was miss¬ 
ing because these two matches 
ended in walk-over victories, there 
is no denying that East Bengal 
fully deserved the chanipionship--- 
especially after their creditable 
victory over the much-fancied 
Mohun Bagan team. 

This year’s triumph is due to a 
combination of factors. First, there 
was the backlash of last year’s 
fiasco involving some senior mem¬ 
bers of the team, culminating in 
their virtual expulsion from the 
club. Without the services of Tarun 
Bose and Biswajit Das in goal, 
A.sokelal Bannerjec and S u d h i r 
Karmakar in defence, Gautam Sar- 
kar in midfield and Shyam Thapa 
in the attack, the club was faced 


widi a great problem. Emphasis 
was laid on young blood. 

The tesun started out rather 
shakily in the league, with the die- 
fence always dangerously weedc. 
But the acquisition of Ulaganathan 
from Mohun Bagan made a great 
difference. Ultimately, it was team 
spirit and great solidarity that saw' 
the club through to a richly-deser¬ 
ved victory. 

Captain Shyamal Ghosh and his 
boys mnst be congratulated for 
their briltiant performance coming, 
as it did, in the wake of admini¬ 
strative disorder which saw a law 
court appoint a Receiver to con¬ 
duct the affairs of the club. This 
success once again proves that de¬ 
termination ■— and me backing and 
solidity of fans — can help achieve 
miracles. 

Now, the club is set to face the 
fresh challenges in the IFA Shield 
tournament — thou^ outstation 
teams are not expected to over¬ 
come both the local challeage and 
the ground conditions. Itie tourna¬ 
ment has already started, with the 
final being slated for mid- 
Sep'tember. _ aRIJIT SEN 


MISCELLANY 


Bagan hopeful 

OHUN BAGAN, the sponsors, 
are still awaiting official con¬ 
firmation from the Cosmos Club for 
their proposed visit to Calcutta on 
September 22. 

Dhiren Doy. Secretary of Mohun 
Bagan said last week that he had 
sent a signed contract to the Cos¬ 
mos Club about 20 days ago. The 
Cosmos Club had originally asked 
tor $^,000 as guarantee money but 
the Government sanctioned $5,000. 
Even then, the Cosmos Club had 
written to him that they would 
consider the tour if Mohun Bagan 
agreed to book their air passage 
frcmi New York to Calcutta via 
Tokyo, instead of London. Dey 
said he had already sent them the 
air tickets and added that they 
wanted to play a match in Tokyo 
to compensate the loss. 

Both Pele and Bakenbauer are 
coming with the team. 

Mushtaq quits 

M USHTAQ MOHAMMAD has 
resigned as captain of Nor- 
thants because of uncertainty about 
his future. David Steele, former 
England batsman, will lead the 
side for the rest of the season. 
Mushtaq, one of Kerry Packer’s 


men, had approached the county 
committee about his position next 
season should he not be banned 
by the Test and County Cricket 
Board. 

“I could not get a definite ans¬ 
wer. If I am banned by the TCCB 
that is all well and good, but I 
have heard rumours that 1 would 
be relieved of the captaincy if I 
was not," said Mushtaq. 

Illy to protest 

pAY ILUNGWORTH. Leicester 
captain, is considering report¬ 
ing West Indies Test umpire Doug¬ 
las Sang Hue to the Test and 
County Cricket Board, following 
his county’s John Player League 
match at Luton. 

Northants won a 10-over slog by 
one run, after rain had caused a late 
start. This defeat deprived Leices¬ 
ter of the chance of catching Essex 

at the top of the table. 

• 

Illingworth’s fomplaint is based 
on a controversial ninth over 
bowled by Pakistan Test bowler 
Sarfraz, which included three boun¬ 
cers. He contends that these were 
agaisnt the rules of the one-day 


game and that they should have 
been called as wides. 

Illingworth said; “For Sunday 
games the umpires have instruc¬ 
tions about bouncers.” 

“It has been made quite clear 
that if a ball passes over the bats¬ 
man’s head when he is in normal 
batting position it should be 
judged as a wide. 

“There were three instances 
when this happened on Sunday but 
the umpire took no action. We had 
worked particularly hard and it 
makes me angry." 

Sanghi squash 

The Motilal Sanghi Inter-Club 
League which is the curtain raiser 
of city’s squash season will be held 
from September 3, 1977 to the 9th. 
Five teams, including defending 
champions C.C.I. wilt participate in 
the championship which is now in 
its fifth year and will be played 
at three venues the CC.I., the 
Otters Club and the Bombay 
Gymkhana. 

The organisers are making 
efforts to include a women’s section 
this year and from the response 
received so far the event should 
be a reality before the year is out. 
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nEPORE «I1 the Btetistkians and 
^ anthors of "Figures can be 
Fun" (in Panchgani, Melbourne, 
etc.) give their statistics on the 
Keri 7 Packer circus, 1 think 1 
will give mine. 

This will be the first time that a 
team which has lost a Test ser¬ 
ies, and lost it badly, will play 
aninst the rest of the world as 
if it were a champion team. 

This is the first time since 1892 
that an international cricket 
match will be played on a foot¬ 
ball field and an exhibition 
pound instead of a regular cric¬ 
ket stadium. 

It will be the first time that two 
Test series will be played simul¬ 
taneously in one country, one of 
' them an unofficial series in 
which Australia’s first XI will be 
participating and the other an 
official series in which its second 
XI will be participating. 

On October 1, disciplinary actitm 
will be taken against'more cric¬ 
keters at one time than ever be¬ 
fore in the history of cricket. 

Since the time television was in- 
, vented, this will be the first oc¬ 
casion udien spectators will be 
actually encouraged to see the 
matches on their TV sets rather 
than from the stands. 

If Australia win the series, then it 



will go down in the record books 
p Australia having won the 
inaugural series. If the Rest 
of the World win the series 
(which is more likely), then 
it will go down in the re¬ 
cord books that the Rest of the 
World won the inaugural series. 
However, the record books will 
not be the regular record books, 
but new ones published by Pac¬ 
ker himself. 

At the end of the series, cricketers 
participating in the circus will 
become rich men, though not 
even a fraction as rich as tennis 
or fooj^ll professionals. 

By the time the circus series be¬ 
gins, the International Cricket 
Conference would have held 27 
meetings in five months. This 
will be 26 meetings more than 
those held in the past two de¬ 
cades during the same period. 

This is only the second occasion 
that other cricket-playing coun¬ 


tries have decided to accept 
whatever dedsions have bem 
taken by the English cricket 
authorraes. 

Between the announcement of the 
circus series and its start, no less 
than 11,513 articles will be writ¬ 
ten on the circus. Out of these, 
11,S12 articles will say that it is 
bad for the future of cricket end 
one article will say it is good for 
the future of cricket. 

This is the 17th time in Indian 
cricket history that outstanding 
players from this country have 
not been found good enough to 
play for a world cricket XI. 

In surveys conducted by several 
leading newspapers, it has been 
found that 50,522 Australians 
have said that they are not in 
favour of Kerry Packer’s circus 
but will still see it rather than 
the Indo-Australian Tests. 

The number of cricket correspon¬ 
dents in Australia will be doub¬ 
led as newspapers will require 
extra hands to cover both the 
series. 

In the year 2077, a centenary 
match between Australia and the 
Rest of the World will be played 
at a football ground in Sydney. 
And all the experts who claimed 
that the Kerry Packer circus 
would not last would be proved 
wrong. 
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WHAT is Bishen Singh Bedi 
doing these days? 


— Deepak Luthra (Amritsar). 


A MUST be wishing he had 
^ kept his trap shut when the 
vaseline incident took place during 
the Madras Test against England. 


Q HOW far will the camp for 
Australian tour probables 
prove beneficial? 

— Nand Kumar (Chingleput). 

A PROPERLY handled, it can 
^ help improve the players’ 
physical fitness and thereby their 
performance. 

Q WHO has scored most runs 
for India in Tests? 

— N. Rameth (Pantnagar) and S. 
Damodaran (PoUachi, T.N.). 

A POLLY UMRIGAR. Hq has 
^ scored 3,631 runs in 59 
Tests. 


Q WHO is the best batsman in 
the world today? 

— R. Y. Galgalikar (Akola) and 
Ajay K. Dave (Jharia). 

A WEST Indian Viv Richards 
^ has probably the strongest 
claims for the title, 

HOW many catches have 
been held by Eknath Solkar 
in Tests? And how many runs has 
he scored? 

— Bimal, Kamal and Kishore 
(Jam.shedpur) and P. R. 
Chandak (Howrah). 

A FIFTY-THREE catches in 27 
^ Tests. He has scored 1,068 
runs, including a century against 
West Indies, at an average of 25.42. 


Q WHO have scored the most 
number of centuries for Aus¬ 
tralia, Pakistan and South Africa? 


— Sidharth Taparia (Muxaffar- 
nagar, U.P.). 


A FOR Australia: Sir Donald 
^ Bradman — 29 centuries in 
52 Tests; For Pakistan: Hanif 
Mohammad — 12 in 55 Tests. For 
South Africa: A. D. Nourse (Jr.) 
— 9 in 34 Tests. 


Q WHAT is the highest score 
of Chetan Chauhan in Tests? 
— B. S. Chandrasekhar 
(Bangalore). 


A THIRTY-FOUR in the second 
innings of the first Test 
against New Zealand at Bombay in 
1969. 

Q WHAT was the result of the 
Test series between the West 
Indies and Pakistan in 1959? 

— N. K. Chatterjee (Jabalpur). 

A PAKISTAN wen the first 
^ Test at Karachi by 10 wic¬ 
kets and the second at Dacca by 
41 runs and lost the third at La¬ 
hore by an innings and 156 runs. 

WHAT is Sunil Gavaskar’s 
date of birth? 

— Sralani Ghose (CalcuUa-6). 

A JULY 10, 1949. 

Q COULD you please give me 
the address of Janab Mo¬ 
hammad Ali? 

— Bake HamiduUa (Anantapur). 

A WANT to bake a cake for 
him? 

Q HOW many wickets have 
been claimed by Paldsmn’s 
Fasal Mahmood in Testa? „ 

—Shaikh Zaheer (Punq). 

A IN 34 Tests, Paul Mahmood 
“ sent down 9,870 balls and 
took 139 wickets for 3,437 runt at 
an average of 24.72. 
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Crazy selection 

rT is most unfortunate that none 
^ of the following cricketers from 
West Zone. Rakesh Tandon, Zulfi- 
quar Parker nor Padmakar Shival- 
kar have been chosen to partici¬ 
pate in the fitness camp to ^ held 
in Madras from September S. 

They have done creditably and 
have been awarded prizes, the best 
senior cricketer of 1976-77, the best 

t unior cricketer of 1976-77, and 
iighest wicket-taker in the Ranji 
Trophy for 1973-74 and 1974-7S 
respectively. 

— Parthiv Kamani (Bombay). 


rpHE selection of the Madras 
* camp probabies seems to be 
absolutely ridiculous. The inclu¬ 
sion of Chauhan and Sharma, the 
same old guys who failed miserably 
after they have been given a fair 
trial, is strange. 

Rakesh Tandon and Ohiraj Par- 
sana, two robust all-rounders, have 
been left out. Also the inclusion 
of four wicketkeepers is senseless. 

— V. S. Chaturvedi (Allahabad). 


NCE again the selectors have 
shown how erratic they are. A 
promising player Rakesh Tandon 
has been dealt with unfairly. 

— Rekha, Shoba and Usha Anand 
(New Delhi). 


prolific scorer, Abdul Hai, 
has not found a place in the 
list of probables. Why are the 
selectors ignoring him? 

— Naeem Hakim (Bombay). 

Stop this 


V* IMITBD-OVER cricket matches 
^ have become a mania. Even in 
(joa, who are aspiring for Ranji 
Ti-ophy status, it is creepinjg in. 
And in Nasik, practically all the 
MCA recognised tournaments are 
on.40-over basis. The MCA, if they 
are keen on improving standards, 
should reverse the trend. 

— Hemans B. Pai-Angle (Ozar). 


Unhealthy 

CTHE recent walk-out by the three 
* stars from rite Patiala camp is 
an unhealthy precedent by reputed 
sportsmen. Admittedly sportsmen 
are entitled to some temperamen¬ 
tal latitude, but a line has to be 
drawn somewhere before they 
turn the whole world into a locker 
room. ' 

— Rajendra Prasad (New Delhi). 


ITH the withdrawal of three 
top players, Surjit, Baldev 
and Varinder and with Ashok and 
Aslam not interested, the strength 
of our hockey team will be terribly 
weakened. The team will not be an 
India XI but will be a joke of the 
year at the expense of ^e nation. 

— Tony Gill (New Delhi). 

Easy win- 

AST BENGAL'S victory should 
not give them any pride. 
Things became very easy for them 
due to their matches with Moham¬ 
medan Sporting and Aryans not 
being played. On paper Mohun 
Began are superior to East Bengal 
and the latter’s victory over Mohun 
Bagan was just a fluke. 

Had East Bengal played Moham¬ 
medan Sporting, they might have 
lost, losing two points and Aryans 
could have held them to a draw. 
Thus the teams would have been 
equal and would have resulted in 
a play off with Mohun Bagan to 
decide the position for League 
honours. So in fact it was very 
close. 

— M. S. Murad (Calcutta). 


S|>orts Ministry 

cfsHE lack of any response from 
the Central Government to the 
suggestion of having a separate 
ministry for sports at the Centre is 
inexplicable. One faib to under¬ 
stand how the government could 
give such step-motherly treatment 
to such an important field of ac¬ 
tivity as sports when they have 
two or even three ministers in each 
ministry. 

— Mohan Palai (Bhopal). 

Congrats 

H eartiest congratulations to 
Shyamal Ghosh, Pintu Chow- 
dhury and Co. The letter ‘S’ seems 
to be very lucky for East Ben^. 
Santa Mitra, Sunil Bhattacharjee, 
Sudhir Karmakar, Swapan Sen- 
gupta and Samaresh Chowdhury 
have proved that. 

— Madhuchhanda Tarafdar 
(Durgapur). 


Heard this one f 

As a special treat, Grannie was 
taken to a football n)atch. was 
soon obvious tihat she was having 
a great deal of difficulty in under¬ 
standing just what was going on. 

‘Well, Gran,’ her vandson ex¬ 
plained, ‘the object of the game is 
to get the ball into one or other 
of the nets at each end of the 
field.’ 

‘Wouldn’t it be a lot easier,’ said 
Gran, ‘if they didn’t get in each 
other’s way so much?’ ' 



Old tennis players never die— 
they become linesmen and 
umpires. 



“When will his mommy lift him down out of 
that high chair?” 

MSTBhgrKIKMDt 

T>sltifln»rsaiTribiii»araJlesi« 
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A horse shoe and a bright red 
** rose were not sufficiently 
effective good luck symbols for 
Miss Bakhtawar N. Irani. She car¬ 
ried them wherever she went on 
the Pune Racecourse last week 
but they did not help either Rose 
of Shiraz, the public choice in the 
F. D. Wadia Cup, or War Cry. who 
was next in demand to only Wild 
Blossom in the Turf Club Cup, as 
both these horses in which she has 
an interest failed to come into the 
money. 



both were first favourites was an 
additional plus point. 

Rose of Shiraz bad beaten Ipi 
Tombi in her maiden appearance in 
Bombay but when they met again 
Ipi Tombi outclassed her. Ipi Tombi 
went on to win again in Bangalore 
where he ran a promising fifth in 
the Derby, beating such good 
horses as Night Crown and Noble 
Dancer. 

Therefore, at an advantage of 
five kilos. Rose of Shiraz, who had 
not raced since, did not seem to 
have a chance and so it turned out 
to be although Ipi Tombi was him¬ 
self soundly beaten by Lord Ben, 
who had emerged from the maiden 
ranks with a victory over Vaimoss, 
a subsequent impressive winner in 
Bangalore, in his last attempt in 


The sustained support for both 
runners came as a surprise as nei¬ 
ther came into the reckoning be¬ 
cause of the terms of their respec¬ 
tive races. The only explanation is 
the magic which is associated with 
the name of R. R. Byramji and the 
fact that he made his trip from 
Mysore memorable by scorii^ with 
both his runners, Decoy Girl and 
Loyal Lady, the previous day. That 




A range of highly-efficient, 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year. 
Available in many designs 
and shades. 

camlin 

FENS, 

JOTTER BALL PENS 
ft REFILLS 



Bangalore. 

Indeed, Lord Ben, Mrs. S. Mody 
and Mr. N. D. Talati’s Lord Jim- 
Ramona colt, won so very well 
that as Manitou. Maratha Lancer, 
Night Crown and Noble Dancer 
will not race in Pune he is un¬ 
questionably the best of the three- 
year-olds at that centre. However, 
one will have to stretch one’s 
imagination to envisage Classic 
possibilities for 
him although this 
1,400 metres race 
has come to be 
regarded as a 
A pointer for the 

. Ny plums. 

He made his 
own pace and 
^■l when he took the 

home turn rather 
wide and Ipi 
Tombi, whom 
Robin Corner was 
flown in from 
Calcuna where 
nag he had had two 

good winners the 
previous day to 
ride, seemed to 
pose a strong 
threat. No such 
■B threat materiali- 

sed and Lord 
PB Ben won pulling 

up with Shafiq 
gently stroking 
him between the 
ears close to the 
. winning post. 

I ij Trainer Bezan 

I Chenoy can be 

I e^mncted to win 

I w more races with 

l| 1^ him and though 

Z he will go out at 

ID 2 level weight with 

III 3 § Ipi Tombi in the 

' 1,800 metres 

ffig y General Rajen- 

. drasinhji Cup, 

which is the sec- 


i shines 


ond of the two principal terms 
races for the Cbssic crop, he can 
be expected tb bring off the 
double. 

Just as Rose of ^iraz was at a 
disadvantage in her race so also 
was War Cry in the 1,400 metres 
Turf Club Cup, a terms affair for 
Indian horses four years old and 
over. Wild Blossom, the winner 
of the Sprinters’ Cup, was also less 
favourably placed than Ibiza who 
has finished ahead of him on only 
two occasions on which they have 
met and who had to give him just 
0.5 kilo. 

Ibiza duly won but there is no 
doubt that had Wild Blossom not 
been hampered along the rail at a 
crucial stage of the race he would 
have made Mr. and Mrs. N. H. 
Dhunjibhoy and Mr. and Mrs. R. 
M. Goculdas’s B. K. Lagad-trained 
five-year-old Landigou-lsis marc 
fight for victory. 

Wild Blossom has much improv¬ 
ed but he has clearly not come up 
as much as has Dur-E-Dashmesh. 
The mare was an easy winner of 
the Class Four Independence Cup 
and was an easier winner of the 
Class Three 1,800 metres Justice 
R. S. Bavdekar Cup, trouncing 
De Terry, whom she beat by a 
widening four lengths although she 
was never under pres.sure Further 
laurels are in store for this ’un, 
who was an expensive failure in 
Bangalore and with whom M. K. 
Jadhav has worked wonders 

It must be something of a major 
disappointment for an owner to in¬ 
vest Rs. 1,75,000 on a horse and pay 
her corn bills for a good 18 months 
before she makes her maiden ap¬ 
pearance. Such was the galling ex¬ 
perience of Mr. Rajendra Singh 
with Decoy Girl, who is a four- 
year-old by Decoy Boy-Orcharine. 

However, he must be consider¬ 
ably cheered by the manner in 
which she outclassed Class V-A 
opposition in the Secunderabad 
Cup. 

Such is not the case with Track 
Flame, who is in the same owner¬ 
ship. The Grey Gaston-Traxana 
filly, who is half-sister to the con¬ 
sistently brilliant Track Star, won 
from her only appearance in Bom¬ 
bay and provided a repeat when 
she treated her two rivals in the 
1,200 metres Fillies’ Handicap 
Stakes with regal disdain. She is 
undoubtedly a Classic prospect. 

The going on both days was 
closer to being heavy than being 
good and, surely, it is a deliberate 
attest to misguide the off-course 
betting public, which is bigger 
than that on the Pune course, to 
announce that the going is good. 
This is not a small matter and the 
RWITC should ensure that it does 
not happen again. 
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MONARCH 

completes the man 



Even before he dons his 
clothes, he puts on 
Monarch After Shave. 

It adds to his rugged 
personality. Its distinctive 
rhale fragrance... 
gives him a great feeling 
that lingers...all day long 



TVie Monarch range 
for men includes 
‘Cologne * Hair Dressing 

Lather Shaving Cream 

fjeJenc-Cunlk 

Made by J K Holene Curtis Itrf 


Direct your enquiries to Parry & Co. Ltd., Madras; 6. Atherton & Co. Pvt. Ltd., Calcutta and 
Marketing Division of J. K. Helene Curtis Ltd., Bombay and Delhi. 




















r Cadbury’s Nutmate. A super combination 
of crunchy nuts and chewy caramel, covered 
with creamy milk chocolate. Not too sweet. Not 
too soft, lust nutlicious! Get your teeth into it-npwl 






STATUTORY WARNING CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Book Digest. We keep the best-seffers urtder the wraps. 
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Scuttle out this 
devilish 
hockey plot 

rpHERE is more than meets the eye in this hockey 

imbroglio which has eaten so cruelly into the 
vitals of a sport that has given our nation so much 
glory It is becoming increasingly clear that what¬ 
ever happened during the coaching camp at the 
NIS, Patiala, is part of a devious, diabolical, des¬ 
perate manoeuvre by a faction that was in control 
of the game's administration not so long ago to get 
back into the saddle at all cost. 

A coup? Or is it a ‘Master Plan’—undoubtedly 
ignoble — to wrest back the power which has 
shifted geographically The plot began taking shape 
as early as the Aga Khan hockey tournamen* in 
Bombay last year. The torpedoing of that classic 
and the farts behind it make it clear that the seeds 
of the coup that is now clearly in operation were 
sown in the lush turf of the Bombay Gymkhana. 

Ficm then on the tempo has gradually been 
stepped up, discernible in the power game that has 
been played at the highest levels of the game’s 
administration — with orders, counter-otders, selec¬ 
tions, counter-selections, statements, clarifirations, 
denials pouring nut in a rapidity that has left a 
lover of the game in a Uzry 

In short what one faction has tried to do, the 
other has done its best to undo. In effect the powers- 
ihat-be have stumbled into the mine-filled passes 
of the lower Himalayas, where if we are to believe 
a myth, lie all the hockey skills of this nation. That 
in a. nutshell is what it is all about — thi.s infight¬ 
ing in the Indian Hockey Federation 

Is there a way out of this impasse? At the cost 
of repeating ourselves, it is imperative for Govern¬ 
ment to take action — step in and stop the rot. 
End this political manoeuvring forthwith. Fortuna- 
telv at the helm of affairs sporting in the Union 
Cabinet is Sikander Bakht, a personality eminently 
suited to the role of a mediator. 

He has, as reports from Patiala state, already 
been providing a healing touch, cooling frayed 
tempers and bringing together the rival factions. 
We hope he succeeds, together with chief coach 
R. S. (^ntle. In bringing back the three ’rebels’— 
Surjit, Baldev and Varinder — to the camp and in 
persuading Ashok Kumar and Aslam Sher Khan 
to let bygones be bygones and join the camp even 
at this late hour. But this, at best, is a short-term 
solution. 

To put our hockey back in its rightful place at 
the top of the world long-term planning cannot be 
put off any longer. Firstly, let’s start out on a talent 
hunt. Only this time, let’s cast the net for a new 
breed of administrators — new faces with ideas to 
suit the times — whose principal cause will be 
selfless service and dedication to sport. The time 
is ripe, the talent is there as in so many other 
fields. The problem is that of harnessing it. But 
somewhere a start has to be made Why not NOW? 
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World Cup Athletics 


1 F there is one thing that 
• the first ever World Cup 
'Athletics has been able to dis¬ 
play in ample measure, it is 
the wide gap that exists be¬ 
tween Europe, USA, and the 
rest of the world in track and 
field athletics. 

While Africa, Asia, and 
South America have in recent 
years, produced a number of 
world class athletes, they still 
Isfck the kind of depth that 
exists in European countries. 

While there were hardly 
any .surprises amongst the 
winners of the various events, 
there wa.s naturally enough, 
disappointment at the show¬ 
ing of the teams from Asia, 



Steve Ovett . . . toppled 
champ John Walker in 
the 1,500 


sia, the major constituent of 
Oceania, which appeared to 
have begun in the late 60’s 
attained its climax at Dus.sel- 
dorf. There are today, only a 
handful of world beaters in 
the land of the late Percy 
Cerutty and Herb Elliot. And 
the absence of the New Zea¬ 
land’s brilliant distance run¬ 
ners was keenly felt this time. 
Dick Quax, who only recently 
set a world record for the 
5,000 metres was a non-quali¬ 
fier for the Oceania, team, as 
was teammate Rod Dixon. 

Dusseldorf also showed that 
Europeaj>s and US athletes, 
and the Cubans, who have 
competed steadily foi' the S-10 


The continental gap 


Oceania, and to a lesser ex¬ 
tent. Africa. 

The final breakdown of the 
points scoi'e showed the GDR 
(127) USA (120) and West 
Gemiany (112) ahead of the 
combined total of the Asia 
and Oceania (92) in the men's 
section, whereas the combined 
score of Asia and Africa as 
well as Oceania (105) falls be¬ 
low winner Europe's 107 and 
ixmner up GDR’s 102 in the 
women’s .section! 

A detailed statistical suivey 
of the earlier European Cup 
meetings this year, shows that 
most of the European coun¬ 
tries were capable of taking 
on the whole of Asia and 
Africa. In this context the 
lAAF will have achieved 
much by conducting the 
World Cup in this year’s un¬ 
usual manner, in teims of 
highlighting the gaps that 
exist in various parts of the 
world in amateur athletics. 

The downfall of Australa- 

• .--V. 


by RANJIT BHATIA 



Alberto Juantu'eiia . . . t^« 
in hte field 


weeks oiiu? to Iht' Wnikl Cup. 
were able to jtive ti heflei .ic- 
count of iheniselves. in iela¬ 
tion to the inanv I'ancied .-.tars 
who have been in vntual ob¬ 
livion since Montroai. 

Tn this context o n e must 
give due credit to the Indian 
athletes who made a gallant 
bid during theii ten day.s in 
Euiope to try and catch up 
with the ‘circuit’ standards. 
While they were not able to 
perform spectacularly in any 
sense of the word, they would 
have gained the kind of ex¬ 
perience that should enable 
them to attempt to compete, 
at a much higher pitch than 
they are accustomed to in In¬ 
dian conditions. 

Uday Prabhu (47.7 secs.) 
Sriram Singh (1:47.3) Pra- 
veen Kumar and Bahadur 
Singh, have, let us face it, 
tried to make the best of a 
bad job. 
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From Taseline to sontan cream.•• 


Who’s crying now? 


T he shoe, they say, pinches 
only the wearer Not so 
long ago on a wmtiy day at 
the Kotla in New Delhi an 
England bowlei John Levei 
caused the ball to bob about 
in the air disconceitinglv and 
caused a slump m the Indian 
batting 

The Indians thought there 
was something fishv but bv 
and large kept quiet about it 

The England team under 
dynamic Tony Gieig was on 
the wav up and a Jew rules 
hioken here and theie didn t 
I calls matter in that tiium 
phant match to victoi> and 
rediscovered glors 

Now England aie top' and 
the Aussies grovelling Came 
the Oval Test and thr Auisits 
tried a lew tricks of then own 
And now who’s squealing 
England of routse through 
the person of lint Lakei who 
had this to sav in his report ori 
the opening dav > plas the 
second to be piecist as the 
hist was washed out bv ram 

Australian bow lei Max 
Walker appealed to break tht 
rules at the Oval b\ smearing 
suntan cieam iiotn his lace 
on to the ball 


Mv fellow BBC commenta¬ 
tor Richie Benaud brought 
the matte] to viewers’ atten¬ 
tion as soon as it occurred say¬ 
ing Maxie j 0 u can’t do 
that ” 

The umpires took no action 
pel haps because thev did not 
see it happen 

Yet on a das when the ball 
swung nioie than I can re- 
nif ruber at the Oval foi a very 
long time the disturbing 
question cannot be avoided 

Was the unusual movement 
caused bs the cream Walker 
applied' Or was it all just a 
huge coincidence' I very much 
hope it was the latter But the 
fact lernaiiis that this coin- 
ctdence seems to help justify 
Greg Chappell s puzrlmg deci¬ 
sion to put England in 

Until tfje teams to(»k the 
field I tnc'd to explain awa 
Cnappell s move as the las' 
shot ( f a despei ate skipper 
Nmets-ninc captains out of 
100 wituld have batted fust on 
this wet wicket with lain 
abc ut but Chappell took the 
gamble 

Then Walkei stiode out 
with white Licarii all over his 
fact Ik didn t open the bowl 



Geoff Voycott caught McCoeker (looking heaven-wards) 
bowled Walker . a victim at the suntan rream^ 


ing and the ball hardly swung 
for Jeff Thomson 

Yet as soon as Walker came 
on with the initial shine gone 
the movement was appaient 
— and it continued thiough 
the day on a gtound nrver 
before noted foi swing 

The rules cleailv state that 
no bowler can use oil or an 
other aitilicial substance on 
the bail — vet Walker was 
quite open about it 

Skipper Chappell dismissed 
the whole thing as ‘lubbi'h 

M a n a g e 1 Len Maddoc ks 
tells me that Max was g ven 
the cream bv the team n as 
sput after running out 11 bis 
own but nobody is prepai- 
ed to admit he used i( to Aus 
It alias advantage 


The shoe is ceitainlv on the 
other fool now 



Mas Walker . (he ball 
cwings more with suntan 
cream. Fic< Patrick (.aicu 
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A rain-drenched finale 


I fpONY GREIG, Alan Knott and 
■ ^ Derek Underwood, three of 
• the great names of English cricket 
in the 60*s and 70’s, slipped al> 
most unnoticed from the Test scene 
last week. 

nieir farewell was hardly me¬ 
morable — Greig making a duck, 
Knott holding one catch and drop¬ 
ping one, and Underwood's one wic¬ 
ket costing 102 runs — as the final 
Test against Australia fisaled out 
in a draw. 

But skipper Mike Brearley, re¬ 
appointed for the winter tour of 
Pakistan and New Zealand after 
his 3-0 Ashes triumph quickly put 
their departure into perspective. 

“Obviously it won't be as good 
a side without them,” he said. It 
is impossible to replace those three 
with men of equal quality and 
experience. 

“But the future is exciting. 
Pakistan will be in exactly the 
same position as we are, and this 
may not be so much the end of an 
era as the beginning of a new one. 

“In any case, I would like to 
think some accommodation will be 
made to bring them back into Test 


by PAT GIBSON 



The England XI at the Oval. Standing: Randall, Woolmer, 
Hendrick, Willk, Roope and Lever. Sitting: Underwood, 
Boycott, Brearley, Greig and Knott, Below; David Hookes ' 
steps out and drives Underwood tb the fence CPP 



cricket in a year or so. I have tre¬ 
mendous regard for them as people 
and as players.” 

The final irony of this series 
was that it was England's dropped 
catches that allow:^ Australia to 
regain a measure of their self-res¬ 
pect at the Oval. 

In all five catches were dropped 
by England in the last Test includ¬ 
ing two when Australia's last two 
wickets were adding 133 at a run a 
minute. 

Bowlers Max Walker (78 not 
out) and Mick Malone (46) asto¬ 
nished even themselves with their 
higliest first class scores and only 
the second Aussie century stand 
of the series as the English field¬ 
ing touched rock bottom. 

There was a brief tremor in the 
closing stages as England 171 be¬ 
hind with almost three hours to go 
lost Brearley and Bob Woolmer for 
only 16 in their second innings. 

But the filial words came from 
Geoff Boycott, passing 5,000 runs 
in Tests and Derek Randall pro¬ 
ving be can concentrate when he 
has to. 

Those two have characterised the 
English revival with the bat and in 
the field while with the ball it has 
been Bob Willis who took 5 for 102 
this time. 

The turn of luck helped the Aus- 
sies salvage some self-respect. And 
it just went to prove what captains 
Mike Brearley and Greg Chappell 
have been saying all along —• mat 
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there i* not iliat much dificrente 
botwtin the two ‘.ides 

Ihe Aussu batsmen could scar 
celv behove then good loitunt as 
the sun cventualh canu out o a 
big Bank Holiday crowd dried the 
placid pitch and cleated the air nt 
any enrouiagement lor the quick 
bowlers 

Rick McCosker was di upped, so 
was Doug Walters David Hookes, 
Austialia's hero with S'* vital runs 
also escaped when he had made 
les* than half of them 

Yet they have suffered so much 
on this tour it would be churlish 
to complain about that now — so 
let us instead praise the fighting 
Miirit trf Hookes and the combative 
Rodney Marsh 

On such a slow pitch, they had 
no real hope of putting on runs 
fMt enough to give England some¬ 
thing to worry about in the dying 
hours of the match but incentive 
of a sad kind existed for Marsh 
after a seven-year leign as Aii< 
traba's wicketkeeper, it was his last 
day as a Test cricketer before 
Jmaing the Packer circus 


Maish, still only 29 has had the 
wot St ui his tliicf turns tf I ng 
land anu h.is displaced no liking 
ioi being on the losing side But 
he showed he ha, as much heart 
tot a fight as ever by battling awav 
toi ihiec hours to make suie Aus 
II 'la got their heads in front 
llowcvei It was Mick Malone’s 
match H« used <ll the cncigy he 
has conseived watching Australia 
lose the Ashes this summer to 
humiliate England 

In an extraordinary debuts this 
well built swing bowler from West 
etn Australia sent down all but 
two of the 43 ovef delivered from 
the Vauxha'l Lnd n the second 
day, took five wickets, and con 
ceded only 51 luns And he still 
had enough eneigy left to bound 
up the pavilion steps to the ap 
plause of the 16,000 crowd when 
the day’s wo k was done Then he 
slogged 46 runs with the bat 
The Australian selectors must 
have been as embarrassed as the 
English bat«men, ior it is a bit late 
to introduce vour secret weapon 
when you are 3 0 down 


The gentle 
healing 
touch 

T he first phase of training of 
piobables for the World Cup 
Hockey to be held at Buenos Aires 
in March next concluded with a 
new mood of optimum at the Na 
tional Institute of Sports, Patiala. 

The players leaving for their 
respective homes after 45 days of 
strenuous training in the torrid 
heat of the plains of Patiala looked 
quite cheetful and enthusiastic— 
after a week’s gloom—after the 
visit of Cabinet Minister Sikander 
Bakht, who in 1944 represented 
Delhi Independents in the Aga 
Khan toumament as centre-half, 
who metaphorically played the 
same role in providing the healing 
touch to heal the wounds in In 
diaii hockey 

Added to this new found confi¬ 
dence IS the welcome fact that the 
camp officials — chief coacf R S 
Gentle Kishan Lai and IHE lepre- 
sentattve Ramanamurthy — have 
softened then attitude towards the 
thiee players Surtit Singh, Baldev 
Singh and Varinder Singh, who 
had It it the coaching camp on 
August 22 

Coach Gentle has written to the 
employers of the three players 
asking them to mediate and send 
the boys back to the camp He has 
assui ed them that there will be no 
lur'-h penalty toi them 

Coadi Centh's attitude has been 
lakti) in hockey ciicles here as a 
p c s i u 1 e to end the stalemate 
Gentle later told this correspon¬ 
dent that if the controversy con 
tinued It would be diffacult foi him 
to start the second camp 

Meanwhile, Dhanna Singh ‘Gul- 
shan. Union Minisiei of State for 
Educatior and Social Welfare, has 
advised the three players to re¬ 
port bark for the begmning of the 
second phase of camp on Septem 
ber 25 It is understood that they 
have been assured that they will 
be tieated properly 

A series of discussions between 
Major Obyan Chand, who was here 
in connection with the inauguration 
of the International Hostel coach 
Gentle and Kainanamui thy is 
understood to have paved the way 
for the two Airlines jtais Aslam 
Sher Khan and AshoV Kumar join¬ 
ing the camp 

Outside left Syed Ah who was 
earliei reported t« be busy with 
his examination, has already been 
instructed to lepoit for the second 
camp 

- AVINASH SINGH 
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THE INQUILAB 

WINS FIRST PRIZE FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN PRINTING 

0( dll the Indian language publications in the countiv “The Inquilah' has been 
ddjudged the best and awarded the First Prize {or excellence in printing by the 
(>ovetnnient of India The award was presented in New Delhi on Septembei 7 


“THE KAHKASHAN” TOO! 

Our sister publication, “The Kahkashan” Film Poi tnightiv has been awarded the 
Second Prize and a Certificate of Merit 

CASH IN ON OUR AWARDS 

Just think of the bonus benefits that you as an advertiser would stand to leap 
In addition to offering you an exclusive, affluent, influential readership, consisting 
largely ot self employed people of vaiious communities with a stibstanlial discretionary 
incom* the INQUILAB DAILY and KAHKASHAN Film Foitmghtlv offer you the best 
reproduction for your advertisements that modern, sophisticated offset punting 
technology can offer 

The INQUILAB and KAHKASHAN are the most effecliye media in Urdu, a lan¬ 
guage which, according to the last census, is the thud most-widely spoken language 
in the industrially advanced city of Bombay 

No wonder the INQUILAB and KAHKASHAN offer such excellent value for your 
every advertising rupee 


INQUILAB PUBLICATIONS Pvt. Ltd. 

i56D. J. Dadajee Road, 

Bombay 400 034. 
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INTERVIEW- 


Putting a smile on cricket*s face 


C ricket is fun again thanka 
to IH cf Randall 

Ih an age of the sporting stone- 
face, gangling Derek has shown 
millions that the game can not only 
be won, but also enjoyed 
He’s the lad who — as our me 
kettng fatheis were quietly fumb¬ 
ling tor the keys to the champagne 
cabinet — did a cartwheel for Eng¬ 
land two seconds after we won 
the Ashes back at Headingiev 
On his home patch, down Not 
tingham way, 26 year old Randall 
lus become the most popular folk 
hero since Robin Hood And he 
will probably have as many le 
gends written about him 

How he was handed caviar at a 
house parly during the MCC tour 
of India and commented “The 
raspberry jam tastes ol fish " 

Now he explains I had caviai 
in one hand and jam sandwiches in 
the other ” 

Then he was alleged to have 
etched his fielding position in the 
Headingley turf with a four 
lettei woid describing something 
ladies have iwo of 

"All I did W.IS lo pull niy ium 
per out a bit when inis well built 
woman walked past he says 

He admits ttying to lalk to Aus 
tralian wicketkeeini Podnev 
Marsh during a dullish pciioU m a 
Tost, “just for tht tompanv 
Marsh told him expletives deleted 
“This isn i a tea party you know 

At Melbourne ir th» Ceiiltnaiv 
Test, Randall dufttd his hai to 
Dennis Lillet - a gentleman to 
whom one does not normally eni 
ploy olde woilde charm - and 


went on to demonstrate hts pur 
pose bv scoitng 174 
Seeing the amazing Randall, one 
wonders what, perhaps, the great 
Dr Grace would have done after 
being lun our in front of his home 
crowd in the third lest, even by 
a contrite partner 

Derek’s reaction was to go out 
and wheel his baby son Simon 
round chatting to the crowd “Well 
It was a new baby,’’ he says 

His success is that in reaching 
the great heights of the England 
Test team, he has taken thousands 
of us there with him 

Tew ot us have the skill and 
application to be a Boycott the 
speed to be a Willis or the intel 
lect to be a Biearley 
But theit’s a Derek Randall m 
all of us 

Ht, looks hke the fellow you 
chatted to 111 the local last night 
He plays as if he had turned up 
with his boots and flannels on in 
the off chance of getting a game 
While other Radio Four “Desert 
Island Discs castaways scratch 
around lor then impressive etudes 
and concertos to take with them, 
Randall is tht only one ever to 
ask for Iht Sun Has Got Hts Hat 
On 

He has an indefinable some 
thing somewhere between 

tun and enthusiasm 

‘ Criiki I IS No 1 in my life ’ he 
say ind if iheie is a No 2 it’s 
so i II ilown the list 1 can’t think 
wh II II c ill he 

1 tons t mine than anything 
It II csti I i(»|Hii«d ihit 1 stopped 
(niising iiickci Id f,*' home md 










forget about it But there’s no dan 
ger of that 

“At home I’m basically idle I 
sit aiound the place watching the 
telly or playing records I like « 
pint of bitter and a singsong at 
the local but once 1 put the whites 
on It all happens 

And if vou show the crowd 
you re enjoying yourself,” he said 
with a parting grin, “they’ll enjoy 
themselves too ’ 

- GEOFF NEWSON 


Mafatlal 

win 


KIMadal Sparta 
Club, BtraalMgr, 
won tne Buchi 
Rata Mcmarial 
cricket toomw- 
meat hi Madras 
raeantly. Hits hi 
Ihcir third auc- 
caaaive win and 
Mdi la all. RIMit- 
Aabok Maol^ 
rac a irea the trw 
phy from R- B* 
•BMu* Alaganan 
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w. 

won't he? 
will he? 
won't he? 
will he ? 

wm'the? _ 

will he wear my fa^urite Modi Suit 












// 






Women find them irresistible 
—ask any man! 

Modi Rayon & Silk Mills 
Modinagar U.P. 




i 


Proesssed in technical Collaboration with HEPATf X, Swltcarland 
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Tennis 


Exit Krishnan, enter tail 


S o at last Krishnan’s tenure as 
India’s Davis Cup captain is 
over. After die AILTA executive 
cQinmittee meeting in New Delhi 
late last month, secretary Dilip 
Bose explained die appointment 
Premjit Lall by saying it would 
have been embarrassing for Krish- 
tian to be in the post if the ques¬ 
tion of including his 16-year-old 
son Ramesh in the team came up. 

What he meant was it was be¬ 
coming increasingly difficult to 
have a team with Krish as skipper 
and the Amritraj brothers as pla¬ 
yers. When one considers that 
even Sashi Menon has not been 
quite happy playing under Krish- 
nan, time was ripe for the latter's 
removal. Happily, the emergence 
of bis son as a sure choice for 
the squad alleviated Bose’s own 
embarrassment. 

Incidentally, tennis followers 
might like to note the selection 
process. The executive committee 
names a panel of players for the 
season (this time it has listed five; 
the two elder Amritrajs, Menon, 
Ramesh and Jaikumar Koyappa), 
then, for a particular tie, the squad 
is whittled down to a team of four 
by the DC selection committee; 
and finail>, the non-playing captain 
nominates hi.s choice for the sin¬ 
gles and doubles rubbers. 

It would be far less complicated 
if the DC selection committee were 
to name the players’ panel — in¬ 
deed, if the executive committee 
does this job, what is the point of 
having an experts’ selection body? 

and the choice of team for any 
tie left to the captain, who could 
then have little to complain about. 

1 am still not certain who was 
responsible for dragging the Ami it- 
rajs all the way from North Ame¬ 
rica (and at great expense to the 
association) for what was destined 
to be a comfortable win, against 
Thailand at Amritsar two years 
ago. 

The way Dilip Bose put it, there 
seems little doubt that Ramesh 
will he in the team for India’s 
hrsr tie in the 1978 Davis Cup cora- 
Mtition, against whoever comes up 
from among Pakistan, the Republic 
of Korea, and Malaysia. Ramesb's 
triumph in the U.S. Boys’-16 at 
Kalamazbo last month (former 
winners of the title include Cliff 
Richey in 1962, Dick Stockton in 
*67, Jimmy Connors in ’68 and 
Billy Martin in 71) was a 6ne 
achievement, and he is certainly 
earning his place in the national 
team. 

Ironically, Krishnan has never 
shown any signs of being "embar- 


case it would be a new DC venue, 
the 17th in India. Apparently the 
final choice depends on whether 
India prefers to play the tie on 
grass (in which case Chandigarh 
would be host) or clay — and that, 
in turn, depends on who the nppo 
nents are. 

If Haroon Rahim is playing for 
Pakistan (he has not since 1974), 
he — with the seasoned Saeed 
Meer and the younger Ali Khan— 
might provide quite worthwhile 
opposition. A win would pit India 
against New Zealand in ^e zonal 
semis, which would likely be at 
Calcutta’s South Club on January 
13-15 next year. 

One wonders, however, if finance 
is a factor in this Chandigarh-or- 
Coimbatore business. The former, 
the “baby” cf the AILTA affilia¬ 
tes. may — even with Punjab 
Government aid—be less ab*c than 
the established Tamil Nadu asso¬ 
ciation to meet the AILTA 'sanc¬ 
tion fee and players* match fees. 
As regards this last matter, both 
the association and people like the 
Amritrajs’ father have taken great 
pains in the past to try to convince 
people that the brothers do not 
receive match fees 

But the fact is, whenevei I have, 
gone to some place in India for a 
Davis Cup tie, local association 
people talk of nothing else. 1 be¬ 
lieve the players are entitled to a 
certain payment, especially since 
they arc- not amateurs, for their 
“professional services”. 


jM 

Premjit Lall . . . India's new 
tennis captain 

rassed” by his son’s progress: Last 
winter he was emphatic that Ra¬ 
mesh should “work his way” into 
the DC team; now, I am sure, he 
could equally have been trusted 
to state his unbiased Opinion. So 
where does the “embarrassment” 
come in? 

The AILTA would have had dif¬ 
ficulties in naming more than five 
players, for what have been the 
performances? However, thou^ 
Royappa did not play the Wimble¬ 
don qualifying (which Ashok 
Amritraj and Chiradip Mukerjea 
did)> he did beat two seeds in 
finishing runner-up in the satellite 
tournament 'it Lee-on-Solent in 
May. 

India’s Eastern Zone quarter¬ 
final will be played on December 
9-11 — the weekend following the 
Bombay Grand Prix — at either 
Chandigarh or Coimbatore. In any 


And even if these fees are three, 
four or even five times greater 
than what an Indian Test cricketer 
gets for a match, 1 think the 
AILTA should clarify that the 
players are paid, even if delicacy 
forbids the naming of the exact 
sum. 


HtLE mentioning that India 
” hoped to host two $ 10,000 
meets on the Inaugural Asian 
Satellite Circuit this winter, Dilip 
Bose made no mention of the fifth 
Indian Open championships due to 
be held in Bombay from Novembei 
28 to December 4. 

In fact, all too little has been 
heard about this tournament — 
with others in Johannesburg and 
Bologna, one of the three last 
meetings of the 1977 Colgate Grand 
Prix — entries foi wiiich close on 
the last Wednesday of this month. 
Even the site of the tourney has 
not been announced, though it 
could be the MSLTA’s own courts 
in the Cooperage area. But why 
this lack of enthusiasm? 

— SUBROTO SIRKAR 
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Orant^ blasts Connors 


I^ULMlNA’nNG his comeback 
^ from surgery in Kfay on a 
pinched nerve in his left arm, 
Manuel Orantes of Barcelona ele> 
fgntly defeated Jimmy Connors, 
n-1, 6*3, to win the US Clay Court 
Championships in Indianapolis. 

A recurrence of the same injury 
that hampered Orantes at the 
beginning of the 1976 season had 
been haunting him through the 
first five months of 1977 until the 
operation. And, like last year when 
a Washington D.C. physician sent 
him on the road to recovery and 
he responded by winning 2.3 mar¬ 
ches in a row and three Grand Prix 
titles, Orantes appears ready for a 
strong charge during the final five 
months of the year. He reached the 
North Conway final before journey¬ 
ing to Indianapolis. 

Whether Orantes will carry his 
recovery from the operation to the 
heights he reached by winning the 
Masters last December remains to 
be seen, but with the masterful 
performance he put on against 
Connors, in the final, the 28-year 
old has put himself right back 
among the favourites, note only for 
the Masters, but for the US Open 
title as well. 

It was fitting that Connors and 
Orantes, the tournament’s top two 
seeds, should meet in the final of 
the clay courts on a beastly hot 
and humid day at the Indianapolis 
Racquet Club. The two had each 
won the title fwice during the pre¬ 
vious four years — Connors win¬ 
ning in 1974 and 1976, and Orantes 
winning in 1973 and 197S. That 
Orantes was able to keep his odd- 
year spell over the tournament’s 64- 
man field was a tribute as much 
to his intellectual understanding 
of clay court tennis as to his ap¬ 
parent top-notch stamina and phy¬ 
sical condition. 

The Indy final was the first tour¬ 
nament re-match between the two 
since Orantes stunned Connors in 
straight sets in the 1976 US Open 
final. And, it wa.s clear from the 
outset that the strategy Orantes 
had used so effectively against 
Connors in that match had not 
been forgotten. 

Seeing no reason to change a 
winning formula, Orantes fed up a 
feast of slow balls and had no trou¬ 
ble keeping Connors’ full-strength 
wallops in play. Mixing deep, me¬ 
dium-paced drives beautifully with 
disguised drop shots, Orantes turn¬ 
ed the tiniest flaws in Connors’ 
all-out game into glaring 
weaknesses. 

While the final was an over¬ 
whelming affirmation of Orantes’ 
ability to play a thinking man’s 
game, it was far from the week’s 
most exciting match. The bdst 
match of the tournament was a 


quarter-final struggle between Con¬ 
nors and Dick St^kton. When rain 
forced third round and quarter-final 
action into one day, the level of 
play in the Connors-Stockton match 
was surprising. Stockton won the 
first set handily, 6-2, but Connors 
came right back to win the second, 
6-4, and mounted an early lead in 
the third only to have to hand on 
for his life in a marathon 10-8 
final set. 

Like all tournaments on the Col¬ 
gate Grand Prix. the $12.6,(KK> 


Indiaiwpoiis .evbht bffbred picaty 
of shockers for the ttpset-nuaded. 
Wojtek Fibak was the first tdg 
name to go as the newest big name, 
John McEnroe then stopped last 
summer’s sensation. Bill Scanlon, 
in straight sets beftwe losing in the 
quarters to Phil Dent, who is still 
getting even with McEnroe for his 
Wimbledon defeat. 

Eddie Dibbs was not far bidtiad 
Fibak as Terry Moor, who had an 
impressive streak of satellite wins 
while the major tour was in Eu¬ 
rope, came from behind to win. 

But the player who caused the 
most commotion was Hungary’s 



Mauuel Orantes . . . third clay court title 
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]>«vii Cup «tttr Balau Taroczy 
Turocsy mat only three seme* to 

J eime FiUol in the third round be 
ere beating Harold Solomon m 
ftraight seU to reach the semis In 
Solomn's defence, he had been ex¬ 
tended to three sets in a rugged 
victory over Zeljko Franulovic ear¬ 
lier in the day 

Taroczy also gave Orantes his 
toughest test of the week Having 
defeaed Orantes recently in Davis 
Cup play, the Hungarian pulled out 
a close second set but Orantes 
broke early in the third and held 
on 

After the match, Orantes admit 
tad, "The arm is still not 100 per 
cant, but I hope it‘s ready for 
Forast Hills” It was, however, 
ready to earn him $17,500 and 125 
Colgate Grand Prix points the next 
day 

Courtesy International Tennis 
Weekly 


The last at 
Forest Hills? 

T T IS reported that that 1977 
F US Open Championships 
may be thi last staged at 
Forest Hills Ovci the last 
few months the United 
States Lawn lennis Associa 
tion has been discussing with 
New York city officials the 
possibility of moving to a 
new site in Flushing Meadow 
Paik 

The West Side lenni Club 
at Forest Hills has been ihe 
site of America’s National 
(most prestigious) Cham 
psonships foi the last 52 
years 

Looking back to the boom 
in tennis over the past few 
years a number of pioblems 
have arisen, such as outdated 
facilities on court No 1, the 
grandstand, inadeguau > »• 
parking arrangements 

Further modernisation of 
the club IS not possible as 
the contract between i h e 
USLTA and the club expires 
after the 1977 champion 
dups 

If all goes well and agiee 
meat » reached lietweon 
New York city officials and 
the USLTA, then a long tcim 
contract may be diawn up 

In that rase the USLI A 
will have to spend about six 
million dullais on impro 
ving the Flushing site, bv en 
larging the present stadium 
to accommodaie 20,(K)0 peo 
pie and installing between 
16 to 12 outside courts and 
eight indoor courts 

— J D MEHIA 

I,.,., , .. - 


Vijay, Anand 

'lyifAY AMRilRAJ the 24 vear 
* old India No I along with his 
biothers Anand ond Ashok, has 
agit'ed to pioniotc Air India on the 
tennis couits Under the terms of 
the contiact, the Amritraj bi others 
will appear on press, radio and 
TV shows displaying An India’s 
Centaur logo on their TShuts and 
ihi. emblem embroideied on their 
shut sleeves Thtir luggage and 
hand baggage will cairv the air¬ 
line s stickei' and ihev will use 
the company s towels ind sling 
bags fot rill list of the year 

Smh sponsorship vshitli has lUst 
belli uiuuduced into Indian spurt, 
IS uiv loinnion aluoid Most of 
the wmlds lop i< iiiiis plastrs make 


& the Al tag 

a near packet bv mainly endoicing 
Items loi comnietcMl firms 

Bjorn Borg, lot instance, earns 
as much a> £400,000 in a vear by 
endorsements alone Everything 
Borg wears on court is paid for 
Ills head band bears the inscrip¬ 
tion of Tuborg, the woi Id famous 
beei, and accounts for flS.OOO, Ban¬ 
croft rackets £58,000, 1 i e t o r n 

shoes £20,000 and lacket guts 
£12,000 Borg further wears the in 
sigma ut Scaidinavian An lines on 
his I shit t 101 which he gets 
£15 000 plus Irer tr'sil 

limmy Connors' i ndoisr nients 
total £200,000 in a scar Vlliat they 
make hy winning in louinaments is 
separate 

- H\K1 SH MUNWANI 
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Your fortune Hne to the Gulf. 
lwenty>six flights a we^ 





w'WMTWV-r fV<MVP 

Mdafl. Ymi^f __, 

it's a lAfernfi, heiw fl^ly ^ iKNini 
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Soccer talk-In—- 

Moore—sad and jobless 



Bobbv M^re tbuuKhiful 
OBBY MOORI finest No (> in 


^ the ssorld dno tHptdin of I up 
land vkiih *sii AH R.imsi v at th* 
lulni niun Itdlniiis diid (icrnidiis 
trod iht 1A< mbits inif ssith onlv 
lit|nuiti<in is no\s sunning mm 
s» 11 in M non > SlraiiMl' still 
unemplosed 

It Moon hiiitstlf IS dis'ippoinlt d 


that English sorter has yet to make 
a positive move for his services, it 
will not show as he lomps on the 
beach with his wife Tina and two 
children Roberta, 12, and Dean, 9 

For he remains as impassive to 
day ds he was foiling a West Gcr 
man attack in that never to be for 
gotten World Cup winning triumph 
in July, 196fi 

Back in May, u seemed certain 
he would go to Watford ds mana 
ger His meetings with chairman 
Flton John had been amicable dnd 
as Watford had made all the ap 
proaches anyway, it seemed his 
appointment for the start of this 
new season was just a formality 

In the end, Flton John was out 
voted by his board because they 
wondered if Moore had enough 
expcricnie foi iht job' 

Iheie wes no whining from 
Mooie when it all fell down It it 
was not for people like ini curious 
about a gieat lahiit still waiting 
to bi ustd sou would probably 
ni \ (I have heai d a woi d about the 
Witford ventuK Ceitainlv not 
fiom Mooie 

It was a gteat disappointment 
ht admitted It did seem evct> 
thing was sewn up 

llute have been oiu oi two 


other suggestions, strongest of 
them from the Arabs 

And it IS on the sand of Majorca 
that Moore will decide whether to 
take the Don Rrvic route to instant 
ruhes 

* It IS a part of the world I have 
never been to One of the few 
places whete I have never plaved 
football 1 have had a couple of 
meetings with them 

“I made an application for the 
Fngland job Of course I did But 
now Ron Greenwood is to take 
over, at least until the end of the 
year I have got to consider every 
offer 

The } ngland job is the ulti 
male But only one person can get 
it 1 just cannot wait for Engian i 
for (ver ’ 

Ironic isn’t it when you ron 
sidcr all the shoddy goings on in 
soccer that a rare talent hke 
Bobbv Mooie can be allowed even 
to considet leaving the country 

How can the Football Assicia 
tion ever iigain pretend it has a 
gc nuine concern tor the game when 
It can find no plate fnrehe greatest 
captain this cuuntrv has known’ 

— JOHN MORGAN 


US offers to stage World Cup 


T HF l NIlfD STAll s wheie 
the laughed at soccer foi half 
aiiniuis ait now offeimg to stage 
tht Wni Id I lip biidls 

Last wttk, a fantastic 71669 
lenplc watched New ^ork Cosmos 
lammei Rochester 1 anters 4 I al 
most 30 000 moic than watched 
aitv Lt ague game in I ngland 

That perhaps could form i h e 
basis foi 'he biggest biashest, 
brightest World Cup m the game s 
history li w »uld make purists 
shuddei 

The American dieam? A shm 
young gtaduatc with a crew cut, 
schooled in the Academy of West 
Ham, is insistent that it is much 
moie than that 

‘We could stage the next Woi Id 
Cup, in 1982, and piomise the best 
stadia, the best oigamsation. and 
as big a public following as any 
country in the world ’* 


It IS a Welshman Phi! Woosnam 
speaking and he knows pre 

iscly what he is talking about 

He arrived in New York m 
September 1966 and has spent the 
eleven years since then educating 
the massive contineni in soccer 

The game that was once watched 
by immigrant F uropcans when 
Woosnam pioneei cct a move to 
e<>tabhsh soccer blinked a few 
weeks ago at another a m a 7 i n g 
c>owd — 77,691 — wl o watched 
I osmns knock e ght gOri» past I au 
derdale goalkeeper Goidon Banks 
Yes, The Gordon Banks 

Woosnam says ‘What soccer has 
cone IS to captu e the top end of 
the social stt ita of American 
society 

‘In truth. It is voluntary work 
eis in the communities who base 
done the grass roots work to give 
the game national interest” 


But one man in three years has 
done more than any of us Pele, 
who plays his last game for the 
Cosmos on October 1 against his 
old Brazilian club, Santos 

‘Pelc has given the game its 
teal credibihiy Cosmos have Franz 
Beckcnbauei now to follow him 
But Pele is the man who has won 
ihem over to the degree that they 
will still want to watch the game 
when he has gone ’ 

FIFA have alieady earmarked 
9pain for the 1982 World Cup and 
Colombia provisionallv foi 1986 

But Woosnam savv A lot ran 
happen betoie then and we aic 
waiting and leadv to sicp in Fven 
if wc have to wait until 19*i0 wc 
know »ve tan do it htitei than any 
one ‘‘B> then anvwav wc will 
have the strongest I eagu in the 
WOI Id ” 

- SltVE CURRY 
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Athletics- 

That Delhi row crops 


'THAT burning issue of athletics 
^ cropped up in the Delhi Olym 
pic Association meeting held last 
week end While the full proceed 
mgs of the meeting are not avail 
able, a cryptic press note issued bv 
the DO A secretary, R Singh, 
literally pulls the rug fiom under 
the feat of Buta Singh G N 
Mehra, I n d e r Mohan Mohatan, 
who were recognized as represen¬ 
tatives of Kartar Singh (no rela 
tion to the hockey man) by Raja 
Bhalmdra Singh and S W Wan 
khade at the A A FI meeting ear 
her last month 

The pi ess release, as has been 
interpreted in the newspapers 
reads that K D Nayat who had 
taken over as president of the 
Delhi Olympic Association follow 
uig the resignation of Bhawani 
Mai. has been authoiised by both 
the factions to nominate the Delhi 
Amateur Athletic team of ofhcials 
for a petiod of four years 

Hie press note thus implies that 
the DOA does continue to lecog 
nise the existence of two factions 
>n the Delhi Amateur Athletic 
Association thereby putting into 
shame the stand taken by both 
Raja Bhalmdra Singh who exceed 
ed his authority as an observe! 
and S W Wankhade who chose to 
go against his own Association 

It also implies that Buta Singh s 
position continues to be a question 
mark It will be remembered that 
Buta Singh got sanction to con 
Unue as president of the A A F1 
after Raja Bhalmdra .Singh accept 
ed the legality of Kartar Singh's 
position as ptesident of the Delhi 
Amateur Athletic Association llie 


latest DOA press release knocks 
out the veiy basis of the Raja’s 
contention that be was following 
the stance taken by the DOA 
Itself Of course in this matter 
Raja Bhalmdia Singh is not to be 
blamed all that much even though 
he did take a wrong stand 'The 
guiltv culprit(s) is aie within the 
DOA Maybe, the secretary, 
R Singh, can thiow some h^r on 
this issue 

One thing which puzzles athletic 
cbserveis in the capital and else 
where is the methods employed by 
some unscrupulous people ftw the 
sake of office They are ceitainly 
not interested in the sport Not one 
of the so called officials have been 
lepnrud to be seen ae any of the 
meets in Delhi recently For that 
matter even eai hei 

If one has lo toliow the law in 
all Its dtiails then niu ran ques 
eion the veiv hfality of Kaitai 
Singh s conhnuditon as pro idcnt 
and his authoiitv to nominatt any 
one toi A A, f I m ‘etings 

It I oil iiciiid (hat Kartai Singh 
was elected picsidtnt at the < Icc 
lions held in Pn and wis »u(ho 
tiztd hv tilt houx to nominate his 
team within a wtik That he did 
not do so Once the wtik was met 
Itgally kai lar bingh e easts lo it 
main as piesidint I hit mians 
that Delhi had no .iihliiit associa 
tion fill lati 107b wl.iii P 1/ Bha 
tid took ovei IS piisidtiii and B 
0 KhosI 1 IS SI citlais 

Iheii I inuthti inK resting 
point Bcc III I h< hid filled to till 
ill till ta k within the wtik stipu 
laltd and sini t that luUiiii Hit illv 


up again 

made his position null and void, 
Kartar Singh’s letter autfawislng 
L R Kfaanna to represent Delhi 
at the general body mectinf vi the 
A A FI in Chanefigarh m May, 
1976 also has no meaning That 
meant that L R Khanna who was 
die A A FI secretary had no legal 
ground to contest the election fM 
secietaryship in Chendigarh laat 
year 

Thus, the whole question of Ddihi 
and A.A FI hinges on the Delhi 
Amateur Athletic Association elec¬ 
tion meeting held m 1975 One has 
to go back to that period before 
progressing further 

— SW Correspondent 

Sriram finds 
the pace tough 

rf’^LYMPlAN Sriram Singh’s late 
sti uggle to catch up with com¬ 
petition fit rivals for the World 
Cup met with limited success On 
August 16, be lan against top class 
opposition tor the first time since 
his Montreal efiort more than a 
vest ago, when he tried to chase 
Kenyan Boil in the 800 metres at 
the Van Damme Memorial meet in 
loiivanne (Belgium) 

After his 'solo' running in India, 
he tound the pace very tough in 
deed and snuggled to finish 
seienth in 1 mt 479 secs against 
winnet Boits 1 mt 45 2 secs Sri 
ram’s time was an improvement on 
his 1 mt 48 6 sees in the All 
India Open at Chandigarh last 
May 

Four days later, he, along with 
the other Indians participated in 
the Edinburgh Highland Gamea 
where the Indian half-miler had 
his long awaited eimerience of 
running with New Zealander John 
Walker in the 1,000 metres This 
time Sriram finished fourth In the 
same meet Uday Prabhu clocked 
486 secs for the 400 metres On 
August 27 the five strong Indian 
squad competed in an international 
meet in West Berlin, where Discus 
Thiuwer Praveen Kumar finuhed 
fourth with 54 08 metres to winner 
Mac Wilkins (USA) 6618 metres. 
Sriram finished eighth in the BOO 
metres in 1 mt 46 6 sect tuccum- 
bing, once again, to the hot pace, 
and winner Mike Boit (1 mt 45.1 
secs) 

— RANJIT BHATIA 
SPORTSWEEK, September 11. 1»77 





‘Golden mile’ 
won’t work 

▲ IHLEl KS c d n n u t turn in 
^ swiftei, higher and stronger 
pertormameii to order 

Not even for spoil’s new six 
million dolldi man Riad Shuaibi, 
of the Uubai Spoits Corpoiotion 
That IS why ] (.annot see his vt 
Sion of a Golden Mile with a 
£175,000 top pri/» being anything 
more than a oni off spectaculai — 
if, indeed, it tver comes oft 
Swifter, highei stionger — its 
the ancient Ohmpic motto of 
“Citius, altius tortius ’ 

But some IS Olid rccoids such as 
the men’s 100 men is sinint long 
jump and 400 nutits have stood 
foi ncdtiv I dccatU 

Yti not Id r<< mis II eieiv meet 
ing dll nltti tiu non invoIvLil pa> 
inp tiisUiiiifi lU iiumds to itleiid 
clock vsaUhing (ipc mcasuiing 
spoi t' 

In lio> II 111 I litiois llicii (dll 
he ihtill It III ul il III' Icscl 
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tape, mi ' 111 pell out I'll c' 
both wIkiIhi lln t inttsi is win Id 
class oi lust Iso stiiililuis 111 
compttiiioii 

lew lope llilm dililtii invwdv 
ate going •'» cimMi •> spoiling 
lifetime on Oic luissilnliu ol one 
manirnotli inm 

World mill icti id Iioldn |ohn 
Walker who h IS not hten able to 
lower his i min 1‘l 1 sit hcsi time 
since sc time *• two vtus ago, 
said 

“£ 17 > out li I a t.oldi n Milo is a 
hell ol a lot ol niontv in anvonc s 
lanvuivt llni toi me seeing is 
belies ing 

r'm lln numbti one niilei in 
the w< I Id Old rit om has spoken 
to nit alioot ii So 1 m a little 
sceptii al 

I go lion,, with VValkei 

Mt Siiiiiihi t.oldiii Vtilc may 
well tiiin out t< be (ust a golden 

- sYOM V rniiLS 


Swim power 

A clenched fivt salute from Geral 
Morken of West Germaniy aftt 
breaking the wot Id 100 metre 
breast stroke record with a ne 
time of 102, 86 at the Europe* 
championtihips in loenkopin 
Swiden recently 
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In d major. 

D' as in Dinesh 
To blenci the classic 
w'th the conternpoiary. 

Soft, subtle notes 
alternating with •bold, 
reverberating tones. Checks. 

Perfect countert)oin{s to stripes. 

In fact, a fulkscale 
orchestration witli variations 
on the niosi original 
theme in the world. 



dinesh 

Woolen and 
'narener/wooi suitings. 
























































































































































Fads and foibles 


VI Superstitions 

OUPERSHTIONS can be both 

'^annoying and amusing Call 
them fads or foibles, but some of 
Hie '‘minor weaknesses" that look 
ridiculous to the uninitiated eye 
five a certain amount of psycholo- 
gicai strength to sportsmen The 
fligh-brow, the intellectual ones, 
may never understand how such 
a minor thing as getting off the 
imd from the left side in the mor> 
ning (or the right side, depending 
on one's habit) can effect a sports 
man's confidence But this happens 
"Luck” IS common talk in sports* 
men’s dressing rooms And they 
nlagnify when members of a defea* 
ted team reflect on what had gone 
wrong in the morning 

“I got off the bed from the 
wrong side,” one would recall 

"I didn’t wear my lucky shorts 
today,” another would say 

My initiation to superstitions 
came during my days at the Khalsa 
College Haibail had a set of do’s 
and doii’t’s for our team and he 
savi to It that we followed them 1 
inducted them in the Punjab 
Police, Punjab State and India 
teams as player, captain and 
manager 

Nearly all sportsmen are in some 
way or the othci superstitious by 
nature I know of players who 
wouldn’t wash the clothes in which 
they happened to score goals in 
football and hockey or get runs 
in cricket One may call them un¬ 
hygienic But this IS how It hap 
pens quite often 

Wt, in the national team, for in 
stance, never welcomed the idea 
of piaving Pakistan on hiidays — 
It was suppo ed to be Pakistan’s 
day It was a taboo to entei the 
ground first — we gave this pn 
vilege to our rivals This reminds 
me of an amusing incident in one 
oi out mate lies in Bombay in the 
late 'll)' III the Odd Cup Punjab 
Polite wen ’ ilKd to play the Lusi 
tanians of Boinhav It appeared 
that both Puniab Police and Lusi 
tanians did not like the idea of 
being the first to enter the ground, 
Punjab Police continued to prac 
tise along the side tines so did the 
Lusitanians I he uminres in the 
middle continued to blow their 
whistles asking the teams to en 
ter the ground Ihis must base 
gone on toi 10 minutes, and the 
spectatois, waiting for the match 
to begin weic highls amused 

"Whv wete the teams not enter 
mg the gtounds^,” asked a tourna 
ment oifuial Ihe umpires talked 
tt Itoth team captains I as cap 
tain of the Punjab Polne team, 
sniugli told the umpires that it was 
till iht hosts to enter the ground 
ii < I u tanians had to enter first 
atul • to'lowtd ihcrt We wem the 


match The supetstition staved 
with us. 

On another occasion in Bombay, 
I had taken my wife Sushii along 
with me In oui first matih. Susb>] 
came to the ground in a white 
saree We won by a big margin 
Bakhshish Singh, ilwavs a gieat 
one for ingenious humour obser 
ved that we had won on account 
of "Bibiji’s” white sai ee 1 1 oni 
then onwards until the tourna 
ment was over the boys would not 
allow Sushil to go to the ground 
wearing anything but white On 
the third day, hei white saree wa> 
in no state ot cleanliness Two pla 
yers volunteered to have it taken 
tc the dry cleaners late in the 
night Thev had it ckancO on an 
urgent basis” And there was Su 
shil again in her white sarct toi 
our match the next dov Wt c in 


THEGOUXEN 
HAT TRICK 


MY HOCKEY DAYS 



(as told to hamuel Banei j< < 


thed the team itoph, i i ‘ u 
shil was on hand in I ( \ i t 
saiee to cheer the bnv 

The breaking of t nn i i 
generally consideicd to 1 1 i '■ nl 
omen among Indian I. w s I'^t 
the other was lound with our 
learn Once it happetud tli u i 
mirroi slipped in from il t hands 
of me ot the playeis and mashid 
into bits Lveiybodv w s ijistl We 
had a tough match alir ,d >f ns 
that evening As man ti,i i t nm 
coach captain ot the tt am I ca ual 
ly told the playeis that ilii 'tgioti 
Irum wheie 1 cam* the bn aking 
ot a mirror was considtitd to be a 
good omen 

“Why are we upset’ W< ait dt 
finitely going to win todav Vnd 
again we won I lom then onw ttds, 
breaking of minors for important 
matches became a good sign for 
our team In iatci ycais w* made 
it a ritual to break miriois before 
tough matches to help iis win it 


was like bi caking a coconut for 
good icsults' 

We hated the idea of receiving 
gai lands betoie anv match Quito 
often we disappointed, even ap* 
pcMicd ludr to out legions of sup* 
poitcis by reletting their garlanos. 
Onit this happened in Bombox 
when wc were playing an unoffi* 
(lal team from Pakistan, compri¬ 
sing nine ot that country's inter* 
natiouah Ihe Pakistani supporters 
had brought huge garlands, so had 
out suppoitcrs It was a job re- 
ijiicsting them not to garland our 
plavtrs The Pakistanis were pro¬ 
fuse!’ gai landed And we felt they 
weic elaiid by the ovation they 
got Ihts lost and we had the last 
laugh 

The Piikisiiiii supporters dis 
tpjieaicd W« had oui share of 
loiii,utts iiid garlands after the 
ni.itth Si us lat* r in Kuala Ltim 
puf (o lilt Tt” > \\ old Cup 1 had 
.1 tinij h tiiui icllin„ ptopli main 
Iv rit Jiidi 0 I rir,ui sc tUd in 
Mi'n 11 nor ’i ..ai laud rtui boys 
h lOK ini oaith \s niinagt-r of 
tliL ti I It I I«I I hawk iiki watch 
on |>(opi< I mint o nu or our 
piivti will, g II 1 1 iiT lint jiolitcly 
sio ijn I In It I oiii ' hit* been 

I OOP I III o ’ll II u I with spec 
I it* Is I ti, I( .j I I III I)( Ihi be 

t' < ihi dll ion ol OKI team to 
Kiiili I omj 111 I did not allow 
wtllwi'.biis to jn and thi bovs 
Si i ilitii ’Ol OUI itiuin I told 
tin'll Milt itt lib did nut like 
1 I 111 • r I \ III jiioved me 
If. Ill '« t op <",<1100 won India 
il Uiik ( iji 

II 1 111 lo 1971 we had 
Mt) I luilbaik S mod Kumar a 

( o n t d < amjiaigncr and a 
1 in hit. I ,iid pulncman We 
1 11 1 in w In was a superstitious 

ti low Winn wt hist to Pakistan 
It t (II out hits wept bitttrh 
III tin diissing riMim whimp<>ring 
Ilk* childicn inatmg then heads 
ind pulling then hair The boys 
'ml plavid eMoiJingly well and 
tin ir disappointment was natural 
\ nod pulled off his India shirt 
and iiom thf pocket f< II a photo- 
gtaph of C,u(u Nanak l>ev on the 
) 1 ( und On* of the players quickly 
picked up the photogtaph kissed 
and gas* it baik to Vinod I 
h II III latei that Vinod always cor 
in I ( uiu Ninak Dev’s photograph 
wiiii him as a ptndant to give him 
iiiucth ihe superstition hqd 
laiicd him in Barcelona' 

in f.ict the Barcelona defeat 
nt.idt nu lose tonfidence in Provi- 
d«n(t ard fur almost one year I 
r tit allowed my trainees to p^ 
trihuti to the Power Above It was 
m this penod that I felt falling 


il 
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The Indian team for the 1975 World Cuii at the march paat, 
with captain Ajit Pal as the ttBiMlard4>earer. Manacer 
Balbir Singh is h^ind him 


upon God for small mercies was 
needl e ss showmanship. ‘‘Nothing 
can help you in competitive mau 
ches,” I would tell the players. I 
eeguired a philosophic outlook to- 
wwds religion in this matter; 
every team prayed to God and ob¬ 
viously it must be a hard choice 
for the Almighty to help one team 
or the odier. Fortunately, this 
disinterest in die Great One did 
not linger for too long. Mfhile 1 was 
training the 1975 World Cup team 
at Chandigarh, 1 had certain ex- 
porlenceB whidi gave me back my 
faith in the Almighty. 

We had about 40 probables 
drawn from different States; they 
belonged to different creeds, bfr 
lievea in different faiths and had 
only one thing in common; hockey 
and God. Their faith was unshak¬ 
able. I debated with myself and 
came to the conclusion that I, a 
mere morul like my trainees, had 
no right to check them and I deci¬ 
ded to have a common prayer room 
for all probables. After discussions 
among the players, it was decided 
that we shall have Gita, die Granih 
Sahib, the Holy Quoran, the Bible 
and various objects of reverence 
that the boys liked to have around. 
We had pictures of Durga Ma, 
Lord Krishna, Guru Nanak and 
Shivji and a symbol of the Cross. 
We burnt incense and joss-sticks 
and gave a certain amount of res¬ 
pectability to our prayer room. It 
was a wonder to me to observe the 
boys bowing reverentially each time 
they passed by the prayer room. 
That year, I made it a practice to 
take each member of our team to 
every temple, gurdwara, mosoue 
or church during our free time. 
This inculcated in the boys a sense 
of national integration and belong¬ 
ing to each other The boys learnt 
to live like brothers. 

On a Sunday afternoon when we 
visited a church many eyebrows 
were raised as our team of 20 
trooped in to pray together This 
expwicnce was also felt by us 
when we visited the national mos¬ 
que in Kuala Lumpur prior to a 
big match in the World Cup. That 
morning, Aslam Sher Khan had ex- 
proBsed a desire to visit the mos¬ 
que for his Nanuu. It was a Fri¬ 
day. 'The other boys were busy 
ols^here our coach, Gurcharan 
Singh Bodhi. phwical conditioning 
expert S. S. Gill, medical expert 
Rajinder Kalra and I took Aslam 
aloiw with us to the mosque. The 
Mulb, a dignified, bearded old 
man, welcome us. When I told 
him that I bad come to pray he 
was surprised. After the prayers, 
wa saw the Pakistani team also 
coming out of the mosque. They 
had gone to seek the blessings m 
the Al^. Not conversant with the 
mode of the praym-. I kept my 
hand bowed on die ^ound ull the 
Kanias (prayer) was over. 

Aftar the Names when we were 
coming out die MuUa had said 


that he was amazed to see Sikhs in 
his congregation 1 told him: “Kazi 
Sahib, our Gurus have preached 
about one and only one God, who 
is omnipotent and omnipresent, 
irrespective of place of worship.” 
The Mulla blessed us, “May GoA 
help you in your endeavour." Now 
again the question arose in my 
mind which team would Cod bless'’ 
India or Pakistan? Again I dis¬ 
missed the question and went back 
to the hotel to rejoin the team 
happy with the thought that 1 had 
fulfilled Aslam's wish. He told me 
on way to the hotel that he was 
proud of being an Indian and 
avowed that he would do his very 
best to hoist our Tricolour aloft 
the victory post. 

Some members of the Pakistan 
team weie so surprised they even 
told Aslam that since “your team 
officials have so much faith—God 
may help you more than He might 
help us.” Call it a fad but the idea 
of togetherness clicked Our team 
played with perfect understanding 
and perfect team spirit to emerge 
triumphant. 

In 1975, when i managed the 
Indian team to Kuala Lumpur we 
made a stop-over at Singapore for 
a series of warm-up matches. 
While we weie going to play our 
first match 1 noticed some of our 
players making advances towards 
an Indian girl, an air hostess of 
striking beauty Perhaps she was 
known to some of them. The girl 
approached me for a lift in our 
van to see the match. She said be¬ 
ing an Indian she wanted to cheer 
up the boys i allowed her to board 
our bus and took her to the sta¬ 
dium. ^e saw the match and was 
as excited as any Indian would be 
at our victory. After the match I 
noticed our boys making more 
advances towards her. I took a de¬ 
cision I would not pwmit this as 


long as the tournament lasted. 
Mixing with girls or tor that mat¬ 
ter outsiders creates problems. I 
had worked hard with the bojrs in 
Chandigarh and 1 never wanted any 
emotional problems on hand. 'When 
the girl came to me again leeking 
a seat in the bus I told her polite* 
ly; “Lady, 1 am sorry, I cannot 
allow you You have seen the 
match you are on your own.” She 
rotested mildly. Titen I explained 
er that if she were truly an In¬ 
dian she would definitely love to 
see her team win 1 thought that 
was the best way. She went away 
in a huff, visibly disappointed. I 
do not believe in giving a long 
rope only to regret my action later. 
I never encourage outsiders to mix 
with the team members as long as 
a competition lasts. 

In Seramban, 40 miles from 
Kuala Lumpur, when we lost to 
Argentina, one of the biggest sur¬ 
prises of die tournament, 1 amased 
the boys by ordering for each one 
of them a bottle of beer It was 
my purpose to remove their ten¬ 
sion after the unexpected reverse. 
The idea was to bring them back to 
good cheer. They had been dis¬ 
appointed and perhaps may have 
fared even worse in matches that 
followed. That little drink made 
them feel relaxed and optimistic. 
1 am saying all this to drive home 
the point that while drink is cer¬ 
tainly not good for players, cir¬ 
cumstances sometimes can impel 
one to resort to it. Hard drink can 
be injurious and no sportsmiui 
should be allowed to take it in big 
doses at any time Soft dnnks, such 
as beer lift the feelings of dejec¬ 
tion that the players may have 
after a match. 

(to be continued) 
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Swimming 


Dalmia meet—a success 


r^ELHI’s swimming season got 
^ off to a splendid start with 
an alMndia water polo and diving 
competition under the patronage 
of the Dalmia Aquatic Association 
The four day meet ended last week 
with South-Eastern Railway claim 
Ing the water polo title, defeating 
the reigning Inter Railway cham¬ 
pions, Eastern, by nine goals to 
three in one of the best matches 
seen in the capital in recent years 

The meet, called the All India 
Dalmia Aquatii. Championships is 
expected to enlarge its scope next 
year with swimming events The 
inaugural championships, however, 
was a great success with almost all 
the countiv’s tup water polo teams 
and some of the country’s top 
divers taking pait It was in fact 
the first such intii in ihe cuuntiy 

Tb» 111 !/ition however, was 
left alini t mtiitly in the hands of 
a former wimmei V K Pahaju 
Theic wcic I few dedicated offi 
cials to help him bur as far as the 
Swimming fcdiiation of India 
was c«nLcin,.d oiilv oiiie did we 
espy thi gnat I* C lain I here 
were sc mi othet nri'anizatioual 
lapses too and one ut them was 
glaring No iiivitatiun was sent to 
the piisidcnt nt tilt Dctfii Swim 
ming Association 

hot all that the outstatiun trams 
sreie VII' happv happy that some 
thing was being done to cncouiage 
and promott watei polo and diving 
in a big way Aiict they showed 
then enthusiasm with some leally 
good matches the best of course 
being the final 

The scorelirie of 9 I ysas mislead 
ing 1 astern Railway put up a 
great light, particularly in the 
hist two quarters, restiictmg the 
lead to just 21 After that, how 
ever. South Eastern, who arc in 
great form this year, were in total 
command and their victory over 


Eastern was the third in a row 
this season 

In the semi-finals. South Eastern 
routed State Bank of Calcutta 12 3 
while Eastern squeezed past 
Modernites, a local combination 
including the famous Mahinder 
Singh Rana, 4-3 Modernites went 
on to claim the hardimes cup with 
a fluent 9 6 win over State Bank 
of Calcutta Earlier, supenoi goal 
average enabled Modernites to en 
ter the semifinals Their only 
rivals m the group. Dolphin Club 
of Kerala were unlucky as they 
were prevented from increasing 
the goal tally when their oppo¬ 
nents, Central Secretariat Club 
conceded a walkover A walkover 
meant only five goals Modernites 
on the other hand had built up 
then tally with a 241 win over 
Central Secretariat Dolphin Club 
were indeed unlucky 

One of the best performances in 
water polo came from S Chakra 
varty of Calcutta State Bank who 
proved a splendid marksman His 
best was against Gujarat Club, 
Ahmedabad when he netted all the 
seven goals scored by his team 

Bombay’s Mahatma Gandhi Me 
morial Olympic Club had their mo¬ 
ments particularly on the wening 
day when they thrashed Gujarat 
(lub 19-2 with K R Irani alone 
knocking in six goals 

The diving events were of a 
fairly high standard Cential Re¬ 
serve Police with Kapur Singh 
winnini' ihe high board and Dhaka 
Singh the ‘piing boatd titles in the 
men’s section while popular 
Glenda 1) Suu/a was the best an 
the girls under IR section in the 
spring board The women’s 'earn 
title weni to Diving Aquatic Club, 
Indore whose mam star was Sarla 
Sarwate while Kalpanan Kandulkar 
also did well Mayo College, Ajmer 
claimed the title in the boys’ sec- 



Kapur Smgh — best higb 
board diver 


tion with MaJfiabir Singh being the 
best Diving C lub, Indore weie the 
best in the girls’ section Mahipal 
Singh of Mayo College, Seti^ 
Zambulkar of Indore, Suhaii 
Shatma of Modern School, Delhi 
were the othur divers to imptess 
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Zori::).! round -• upl 

NORTH 1 


, nHARAT HEAVY ELECTM- 
CALS LIMITED won the Inter- 
club men’s League of Delhi — on 
their debut And m the process 
they pushed holders Delhi Public 
College (Mdnchanda) to second 
place 

The iindl between these two 
teams was played 20 days after the 
othtf matches But BHEL and 
DPC (Manchanda) both had an 
India-ranked player in their ranks, 
and looked a class apart from other 
teams 

The final turned out to be a ra¬ 
ther tame show Manjit Dua won 
all his three matches to give BHFL 
a 5-2 win He beat Sudhir Phadke 
2119, 19 21, 21 19 in a most thiil 
ling match While Dua diove with 
extreme caution at crucial stages. 


Delhi T. 

Phadke tried some desperate attack. 
After the match, one recalled some 
fantastic Dua winners on Phadke's 
services Pankaj Butaha failed, 
losing both to Dua and Vineet 
Chowdhry in straight games 

With the win in the final, BHEL 
tied with DPC (Manchanda) with 
the same 5 wins, 1 loss perfor¬ 
mance But being the winner in 
their tie, BHEL finished champions 
BHEL had earlier lost to St 
Stephen’s College 4-5, for whom 
former international Deepak Va- 
dehra made an appearance, and 
got the vital point 

Delhi Public College (Kapur), 
who were expected by the organi- 
seis to finish sixth, claimed the 
third position They just lost to 
the top two teams And they faced 
problems off the table The organi- 
sine secictaiv ot the league saw to 
It that DPC (Kapur) had their 


T. League 

matches started right on timt And 
on two occasions their star plgyer 
was not there at the start ()n tbe 
other hand, some odier teams svere 
allowed as much as one hour for 
their members to come together. 

During a match of DPC (Kapur), 
the organising secretary wed 
diem to play their tie simultane¬ 
ously on two tables! The players 
had the guts to refuse to make die 
tie a freakish affair Before their 
last match, when their performance 
had been recognised by ell lovers 
as outstanding the organising 
secretary scowled at one of DPC 
(Kapur’s) players, “I diould not 
have allowed your teem to play at 
all ” When the player asked him 
for a reason, he met with a frown. 
Perhaps the DTTA had been too 
embarrassed by the performance 
of DPC (Kepur) 

— D S 


Scooters India T.T, 

OANJIV IHAPAR Poniab No 2 
won the mens title defeating 
Tllak Raj, Haryana No 1, in the 
final of Scooters India Table lin 
Ills lournainem oiganised in 
Chandigarh recently Larlier he had 
won the men’s doubles title in 
partnership with Balbir Singh, 
when they beat Tllak Raj and Bal 
dev Dogra, Haryama No 1 combina¬ 
tion, at 2118, 2111 

Thanks to tbe efforts of the 
newly formed Chandigarh Table 
Tennis Association, the game is 
gaining popularitv amongst the 
youngsters This association, which 
IS affiliated to Har vana Table Ten 
ms Association, has amongst its 
officebearers, .ill active players 
and some past pUiyers who take 
active part m the game 

Over 100 players participated in 
this tournament, the largest num 
her, about 50, bt inij juniors and 
sub-jumors 


- Jd P VERMA 

Allahabad Soccer 

A S anticipated, Ja muna College 
retained the R egional Sports 
Office Inter Institut lonal Football 
lYophy for under 17 making short 
vtork of St Joseph’s School by 
four goals to nil at the Stadium 
ground in Aliahab.id 

The winners netted I twice in each 
half Amrendra Chatterji and San 
tosh weie the scorcu s in the fust 
half, wiult ilhyama and Krishna 
scored in the second half 

- SANl'OSH SINGH 


M. P. State Badminton 




Internatienal Partho Gaagauli 
claimed his muted doubles partner, 
Anita Madao, a national player, an 
bis life partner. Their wedding was 
solemnised on August 21, accor^ng 
to Arya Samaji Vedic rites during 
the M. P. State Badminton Chans 
pionships in Indore Both repre¬ 
sented the Jabalpur District team. 


The Jabalpur District team, win¬ 
ners and the Indore District team, 
runners-up, along with S. R. Cha- 
dha, secretary, the Badnnntoa An- 
socution of India and Prof. R. N. 
Jam, president, the Indore Diatrkk 
Association 


p ARTHO GANGAULl claimed A 
* triple crown, Anita Gangauli 
(nee Madan) won two titles and 
Vandana Chipunkar, women’s sing¬ 
les title in the M P State Badmin¬ 
ton Championships in Indore 
recently 

In the men’s singles final Partho 
beat Raman Gupta 15-12, 15-12 
Vandana Chipunkar, who is still 
a junior, beat Anita Gangauli 12-11, 
1012. 11 5 in the women’s singles 
final Gangauli and Raman (^pto 
claimed the men's doubles title. 

Jabalpur District beat Ifidoro 
Distiict 3 2 to win the Inter-District 
title 


— J D MEHTA 
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Ihf office-bearers of the Kerala Sports Fans Association 
demonstrate bcfwe the Kerala Sports Council 
office in Trivandrum 


A protest with 
a difference 

A LEX THOMAS i» a C A. M A 
Feroz w an advocate practning 
in the Kerala High Court, and P 
Bhuvanadas, a publicity officer in 
the public tectoi — FACT They 
are a few of the office hearers of 
the recently-formed Kerala Sports 
Fans Association, with headquai 
ters at Cochin 

Alex is a junior Internationa) 
having represented the louiitiv m 
basketball Bhuvanadas was a tup 
notcher in the State voUevball 
team for vears and lattt inintd 
out to be an oiganisei and trinut 
Feroa had donned tht Siatt mluur 
in many Nationals both luinof 
and Senior 

Thes hast a tasi Ihe Kiiali 
Sports Cnumil is not luiKii moj 
properly the issue laiiuii inn p unis 
Bven tile Alts puidi lux. u> 
thrown lo the winds and tlx sinu 
set of people aic holUin« tin po ts 
in the standing (.nmniit'n m il i 
council foi sears and siats KSJ \ 
even chaige that tin Keialt SpmtN 
Depaitmciit tilUd tht at t'li post 
of the president with a ininisi<.i 
himself, whtitbv K t'tnkinksli m 
holding all tin posts hki that ot 
the piesident of thi totinril <n n 
man iif the 'lainiing -nmiintttc it 
piescntativi of the touncil on tht 


Alts apiut fiom being the Mini 
stt r t n oris, even though he is 
not tin Mimsicr in charge ot 
> thu ifion 

1' t souiiK leini ot the office 
bf aiCl s id tht KsrA, encoui aged 
i*\ ih iii'itant nuiltitude of Tit 
s.ituii III vsh' flirted the stage 
til mo usitd G \ Raja Football 
till III mot to rail oft at the final 
st < in nit a distant journey from 
t I I II to Iiisandium, to stage a 
d iiiiips I ition in tionr of the 
Kt 1 ill S|,t„is Council Office And 
•I s bat! in oieasion too, for the 
III mil vta-v nutting, aftei a lung 
I!' f *1 ot 11 months 

I III tin ’ 1 vcui old council, it 
v\ ts nil Ills a difteient scene to 
nidi th drliheialions with slo 
Kan slniutin, Munt, on outside the 
lilt Iht pouivt Minister didn’t 


fail to meet the demonstrators, 
after the four hour long general 
body, but he didn’t find a good 
point to step down from the pre¬ 
sidentship of the council He point¬ 
ed out that be continues to be a 
representative member of t*ic coun¬ 
cil, as the man of the State Table 
lennis Association, and * had 
been holding the post of the vice- 
president of the council When 
Chief Justice P Gosindan Nan was 
tiansfened to Madras, the resul¬ 
tant vac aiicv was filled by a promo¬ 
tion to the vice president 
But regarding the guidelines, the 
president informed the agitators, 
that a constitutional amendment u 
already in the offing and it will 
positively come before the next 
general body, scheduled for next 
month 

- SW CORRBSPONDENT 


Kerala badminton 



From left Aksa kuiieii, kushs Muthalali ind Joseph 
Edison, who showed promise m the ktiala 
Badminloii Championships 


S Joy, of KbRlC, won the men s 
Singles title, defeating )avakuiii«ii 
of Customs and Ccuitral PxLise 
Cochin, lS-10, IS i III the Kciili 
Badminton Championships at the 
Vikram Saiabhai Span Centu si 
Mulam Club 

Tessy Veigliesc won the women 
•ingles and double Aksa Kutm 


tipuiid 111 chi women’s doubles 
anti il k iiiisttl doubles finals but 
had in It iiitiIII with the tun 

Ill s op t 1 

|it I ph I ill on ill firh standard 
Mu lint I St )itsioh's, Tiivandrum 
sti It It huts 111 the juniors and 

sol |l 111 k « Ilf , 



Paul Arockia Raj is a promising 
chess player Rccenth he won the 
V L Pthnai Mcmoiial Shield in 
the Idiril Nadu ^tatc sub iimiors 
chess championships wmnntg four 
points from fist lounds 

Hailing I Mini Ibaniavui, the 
seventh standard student has 
shown great pioiiusc 
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Running for a cause 


▲ TRIP to the Taj Mahal over a 
^ weekend is not a very unusual 
idea. But have you considered run¬ 
ning the 210-kuometre stretch of 
road? No. not likely. Yet, this is 
exactly what a bunch of young en- 
thusiests and dedicated runners of 
the Olympic Youth Delhi do every 
year. They call it the Delhi-Agra 
Road Relay. 

It all began in 1972 when young 
athletes of the Olympic Youth 
Delhi wanted to do something in 
honour of India’s ace long distance 
runner Tarlok Singh, who was 
under treatment for rancer. Tarlok ' 
Singh had been the 10,000 metres 
Asian champion 

In keeping with the spirit of 
things these young athletes deci¬ 
ded to run this distance to raise 
money for Tailok Singh Support¬ 
ing them financially and otherwise 
in this noble gesture was the Na¬ 
tional Institute of Sports, Patiala 
which provided the transportation 
for the athletes and Rs 200 for 
refreshments. 

Encouraged by their efforts in 
1972 they decided to make the 
race an annual feature. In 1973 it 
was dedicated to the late'Jarnail 
Singh, one of the country’s track 
stars who had died during a race. 

The race could not be held in 
1974 and 1976 due to unavoidable 
circumstances. But the high point 
came in 1975 That year Sriram 
Singh had done India proud by 
winning gold medals in the 400 m. 
800 m. and 4 x 400 relay in the 
Second Asian Athletics Meet held 
at Seoul, and befittingly he ran the 
last lap of the race held in his 
honour Incidentally that year these 
runners returned thei^ best time 
for the distance of 210 kilometres 


which is 11 hr.; 36 min.: 34.6 sec. 

This year the race was run on 
August 14. Flagged off by K. B. 
Dogra, Stadium Supervisor of the 
N.IS., Delhi Coaching Centre. 
Moola Singh, national maradion 
champion started off on the first 
leg at exactly 5 a.m The others 
piled into a bus and went on to 
die 10 km. mark. There Tara Singh, 
the next runner, got off from the 
bus, took the baton and carried on. 

The first 80 km. were covered 
in less than five hours and by then 



Gurmik Singh •. . doing well 
at the camp 


Six for Asian Boxing 


C*IX top boxers of the coun- 
^ try are undergoing training at 
die National Institute of Sports 
in Patiala. They are preparing for 
the Eighth Asian Boxing Cham¬ 
pionship to be held at Jakarta 
from October 10 to 21. 

Out of the eight invited for the 
camp, one boxer Ibrahim left the 
comp due to some pressing pro¬ 
blems, while Bakhshish Singh of 
the Services is yet to report 

The eight-week camp surted 
here on August 16 under the 
watchful «^e of Om Prakash Bhar- 
dwaj, an international coach. The 
first four weeks have been reser¬ 
ved for the conditioning of the 
boxers with stress on analysing 
and modifying their stances. The 
remaining four wedcs would be 


devoted to advanced training to 
prepare the boxers for competitions. 

According to Om Prakash it is 
the second occasion when boxers 
from units pther than the Services 
have also been included in a na¬ 
tional camp. Civilian boxers were 
invited for the first time in 1971 
for the fifth Asian Boxing Cham¬ 
pionship held at Tehran. 

Two boxers who are doing “ex¬ 
tremely well” are Gurmit Singh 
and Ajaib Singh of Punjab. 

The boxers attending the camp 
are; Ajaib Singh, Gurmit Sin^ 
(both from Punj^ab), S. Venkatesh 
(Railways), B S Thapa, C. Ma- 
ehaiah and M. Aslam (all from 
Services). 

— AVINASH SINGH 


eight runners had dene dieir bit, 
Tara Singh oi the Sikh Regfanental 
Centre gave the best performance^ 
clocking 31 m: S0.0 sec 

The weather gods, it seemed, 
were not in favour of the athletes. 
It was sultry and humid and run¬ 
ning was not as easy as it had 
been in the morning. But diere 
were plenty of snacks and cold 
drinks in the bus, and the runners 
remained In hiah spirits, cheering 
the individual runners as they 
moved towards Agra. However at 
die 80 k.m. mark the individual 
■"i running leg was shortened to 5 km. 
because of the intense heat. 

At that point Khet Singh tocdi 
over from Lekhi Ram to start the 
first 5 km. leg. His 16 m: 04.0 sec. 
effort being the best among the 
lot. Then it was Deepak Natrajan 
who took over from Sukhminder 
Singh to reach the half way mark; 
105 km., the total distance being 
covered in 5 h : 58 m ■ 33 9 sec. 
By 2 p.m Rupinder Singh com¬ 
pleted his 5 km. stretch to 
reach the 160 km. mark By then 
all the 24 runners had done their 
first stint 

M.>ola Singh took over from 
Rupinder Singh to repeat the 
order But to speed it up the 
individual running leg was fur¬ 
ther reduced to 3 km The runner 
of the 31si leg, Bahadur Singh en- 
teied Agra and Jed the way to¬ 
wards the Taj Once in the heart 
of the city, iiaffit created confu¬ 
sion Rut the lunners were more 
worried about something else. 
Would they better the time set 
last year? 

Gritting their teeth, the parched 
boys set themselves to the task. 
Sukhminder Singh, running his 
third leg, handed over the baton 
to Tara Singh for the final 3 km. 
stretch. 

At precisely 37 minutes and 37 9 
seconds after 4 pm., Tara Singh 
reached the Taj Mahal, thus ending 
the fourth Delhi-Agra Road Relay. 
The team had taken 11 h : 37 m.: 
37.9 sec; one minute and 3.3 
seconds slower than the previous 
best time recorded in 1975. 

The trip would not have been 
successful but for the untiring 
efforts of lijras Babar, NIS athle¬ 
tics coach, Tarlok Singh and the 
dedicated athletes of me Olympic 
Youth Delhi This brave and en¬ 
thusiastic effott on the part of the 
athletes of tfie Oljrmpic Youtb 
Delhi is undoubtedly commendable. 

But to give further impetus and 
encouragement is perhaps what is 
needed. Just as sponsored waUcs 
attract a lot of people, road run¬ 
ning too could be pamonised- For 
after all it is not a bad idea to run 
a mile for a cause. Any takers? 

— NORRIS FRITAM 
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te «h« Hi Mutnr 

* i^iiasr 4t» wia * P»/m hi ih* om- 
jdBg aiul Co worlt for siinplificatlon 
wco an and gama wliiin>e die ina> 
advantage can tw utilised. In 
dus game Black cleverly solves 
^ difficulties in keening the 
Pawn till a winning Knight versus 
Bishop ending is reached. 
ENGLISH OPENING 
White: Hubner 
Black; »Gles 

(Bad Lauterberg, Harz. 1977) 

J. PQB4. PQN3 (a) 2, PK4, BN2 
3. n6». PK3 4. NB3, BN5 S. BQ3 

(b) NK2 S. 00, 00 7. RKl, PKB4 8. 
P1C5? (c) NN3 9. BBl? (d) BxN! 
10. <J*B, NB3 11. PQ4. NxQP 12. 
Q(^ NB3 13. PB4. PQ31 (e) 14. 
Prf, QxP 15. OxQ. PxQ 16, RQl 
(f) QRQl 17. NN5, RQ2 18. PQR3. 
I»4^ 19. XRl, PQ41 <g) 20. PQN4, 
BK2 21. PxP, BB3 22. RR2. PxP 23 
RQB2, (h) KNK2 24. BK3, KRQl 
25. KNl, KBl 26. NQ4. NxN 27 
BxN, BxBch 28 RxB, RBI (i) 29. 
Ri^2, RB8 30 KB2. R2B2 31 BK2, 
R8B7 32. BB3, RxRch 33 RxR, RQ2 
34. RK2? (j) KB2 35 PN3, PN3 36 
RKS, RQ3 37. PN5. KB3 38 KK3. 
PQSch' 39 KQ.3, PN4 40 KB4, PxP 
41. PxP, P<J6 42. RK3. NN3 43. 
RxP, RxR 44. KxR, NxPrh 45 KQ4, 
NK3ch: White resigns 
(a) This can transpose into the 



regular line by 4 ... NKB3 5. C^. 
BN5 6 PK5, NNl (Uhlman-Karpov, 
Skopje 1976); or 5. PQ3. PQ3 6. 
PKN3. BK2 7 BN2, PB4 (Polu- 
gayevsky-Balashor, USSR Ch. 
1975). 


(b) Csom played 5 QN31 against 
Keene (Hannover 1976) and die 
game went: 5. . PQB4? 6. NQN5. 

PQ3 7. QQ3, PQ4 8. PK5, PxP 9 
(^xQch, KxQ 10. NN5, 1CK2 11 
PQR3. BR4 12. NxBPI, KxN 13 
N(26ch, KK2 14. NxB, NQB3 15 
BxP, NxP 16 BR6, NKB3 17 PQN3, 
NB3 18 RQNl, NQ4 19 NxB, NxN 
20. PQN4, NB2 21. BK2, NN2 22 
RN2. KRKNl 23 BK5, QRQBl 24 
00, PN3 25 KRKl, KRQl 26 RN2, 
KB2 27 PKR4, R02 28 PxPt, NQ4 
(if 28 . . NxP 29. PQ4. N4R3 30. 
RB2 with a troublesome pin; 30. 
R1Q1 31. RlQBl wins) 29. PB6, 


RaP, NKB4 35. P1CN4. IRMch 36. 
KN2. N2(» 37. PxN, Nxlt Pap. 
PxP 39. BN5, R2B7 40. RlICBcli. 1CN2 
41. RK7ch. Black resigns. 

(c) Better 8. PQR3, or 8. BB2. 

(d) Possibly not expecting 9... 
BxN whch wins a Pawn by force. 
Necessary was 9. BK2. 

(e) Apparently oHering the 
KP . . . 


(f) But white cannot take it in 
16. RxP?, NQ5 winning the 
exchange. 

(g) Necessary to make romn for 
the Bishop tfaouidi the I*awn lives 
a precarious existence. 19 . . . 
PQR3 20. PQN4 is not convenient 

(h) On 23. PxP?. RxB. 24. BB4. 

S NK2 25. RQ2 (or 25. NB7, RBll) 
Qt 26. NB7, NxP 27. Pi», KBl 
Black retains material. 

(i) Getting rid of a pair o^f 
Rooks, diough white avoids it fee 
a move. 


(j) 34. KK3. KB2 35. RQB2 
offered drawing chances. 

END GAME ■ 


White: KfS; BdS; P’Sh: 4. e2. 
Black: Kh8: Bgl; Nh4, PV'sS. tS. 
White to play and win. 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 


T he test of a good contract is 
the one you would like to be in 
if you could see your paitner’s 
cards, taking into account the 
Opponents’ bidding if any 

Applying this test, what contract 
would you like to reach on these 
cards against silent opposition? 


J lOx 

J 


10 X X 


K J 7 X 


A 

A 10 X X X 
A K X 
A Q 9 8 

1 think one would be happy to 
reach "6 Clubs” which Avinash 
Goldiale, a new recruit to Ruia’s 
team, reached with his partner 
R. Kejriwal. 

Gokhalc’s play of the hand, haw> 
ever, was pedestrian. He chose a 
Bne, doomed to defeat against Ae 
existing distribudon. Plan die play 
on a trump lead before we discuss 
G^ale’sline. Ready? 

<r«khale played to establish 
b 0 a r t • hilling for a three>two 


trump break and a four-three 
heart break. Could you have done 
better? The hearts behaved but the 
ti umps were four-one and that was 
that, the full hand being. 

Q J 10 X X 

XXX J Kxxx 

Qxx 10 XX Kxxx 

Qxx KJ7x Jxxx 

lOxxxWN E X 
A 

A 10 X X X 
A K X 
A Q 9 8 

A funny thing happened in the 
five card ending. 

Q J 10 X 
nil 
10 
nil 

N 


X K X X 

nil W nil E nil 
Q X Jx 

10 X X X ml 

A Q 9 

Declarer cashed the club Ace and 
when be discovered the 4-1 trump 
break, resignedly played his mas¬ 
ter heart. He was pwying in the 
Ruia Hanuicap League against 
opponents to whom his team was 
conceding 64 I.M.Ps. L.H.O. de¬ 
clined to ruff the heart, ditching a 


spade and got himself dirown in 
with a diamond to lead a trunm 
away from his 10 x into dteclaren 
Q 9. The things diat happen in a 
Handicap League! 

Do you think declarci- was un¬ 
lucky to run into a four-one trump 
break? In fact, be was very hicky 
to get away with what hi; readily 
admits was a thoughtless line M 
play 

Declarer can afford to cater to a 
bad break, providedl the spadea 
behave. Correct play 'is to cam the 
spade Ace at trick two. Play Ace 
of hearts, and rufif a heart in 
dummy, uien run the Queen 
spades. 

If the spade fimisse loses and 
anything except a trump comes 
back, he can cadi one spade win¬ 
ner and cross-ruff fm- twelve tricks. 
If a trump comes back he is home 
on a dummy reve rsal if trumps are 
three-two. If die spade King ia 
favourably located, the cross-ruff 
is thm. So eitber the spade King 
on his right or a diree-two trunq? 
break sees declarer tfarou|A pro¬ 
vided spadea lire not as Iwd as 

five-two.unlikely I think. 

Percentage fiends might care to 
work out the odds of the respec¬ 
tive lines not forgetting to tak« 
ino account dae possibilities of 
heart qplit a’lso. 

You have noticed ofeoum bow 
lethal that trump lead waa. Widi- 
out it, decl srer has a merry cross- 
ruff home. 
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THE ARt OF CWCKET 

4 


Kunninf between 
the wickets 

T AK JB ■ drive ipto ttie coven. The 
•biker pleys forward, movee 
into h b ihot and begins to advance 
down the pitch as he calls. But hb 
partntT slips a trifle in starting to 
run and notices that cover has 
made rapid progress towards the 
ball, which b seen going to hb 
right hand, and the signs point to¬ 
wards a swift return to the wicket- 
koepeir The non-striker thinks he 
has net hope of making hb ground. 

He would obviously be foolish 
to go on with the run just because 
theore tically it was die right thing 
to do, according to the textbook. 
He wo uld have a duty to call **No” 
immedliately so diat not only 
would he be protecting himself 
but he would also give his partner 
ample dme to stop and return to 
the crease. 

* In such a case it is important 
th at the denbl of the striker’s call 
must be loud, clear and prompt 
IJndisr all circumstances initial 
call ing, whether by strUcoT or non- 
strilter, should be restricted to one 
of three words, “yes,’’ “no" or 
“wait’,” and every call must be 
decbilve. 

Yoit might say, “Mow can the 
call oif wait be deebive?" Well it 
can be in this sense, that the other 
person b effectively stopped from 
continuing a run pending some 
develop ment. 

Supposing a hard cover drive b 
made wide of the fieldsman, who 
can only hope to field it one han¬ 
ded. Bodi batsmen make prelimi¬ 
nary moves towards running, but 
the striker realises that a hard 
drive to cover is more likely to 
produce a run-out than one fait 
slowly. He therefore prefers to 
wait and sue whether the ball b 
cleanly picked up or whether the 
fieldsman ov er-runs it before being 
willing to coimmit himself. 

Cases like this usually produce 
a dangerous run or ah easy one, 
dmending entirely on whether the 
bw is fielded cleanly. 

So the value of the “wait” call 
in thb instanco b to protect the 
non-striker from any lunger of a 
run-out and at the same time warn 
him m be at th<> ready dhould the 
opportunity occutr to continue the 
ran. 

There are lob of ways ip vdiich 
die two babmen at the wkkeb 
can help each other. Assume a ball 
b cut mwn die gully and the bate- 
men set oH for a r,un. By the time 
they cross on the flrM run, the 
iioii“itrik6r should biS sblo to fonn 
a fairly clear judgnksnt as to whe¬ 


ther the sboke will jdeld itwre 
than a tingle. So on passhig the 
striker (whose back b towards the 
baU) he may say, "Probably two," 
or some such guiding .remark. Thb 
immedbtely gives his partner die 
cue to turn quickly ot the end of 
the first run end he ready to decide 
immedietcly whether he is willing 
to come back towards the deo- 
gnrous end for a second. The call 
nir that second run would be the 
prerogative of the striker who 
would be returning to the wicket 
most likely to be endangered. 

The one unforgiveable tin in 
running is indecinon. There is no¬ 
thing worse than a shilly-shally in 
raid-pitch with neither man know¬ 
ing what the other proposes to do 


hope to atbin it But ovan^ody 
can acquire cortain bask ItM^ 
lodge of inrocoduro which ahoMld 
invariably be followed. 

1. The mn-strikor timuld al¬ 
ways back-up. Ho does not have 
to stand behind the ermuo. So leas 
as die bet b grounded hakind, that 
is suffiebnt I made a practice tn 
sbnding oubide with die bet in¬ 
side, and 1 moved off immodbitnb 
I saw the ball in the ab after It 
had left the bowler’s hand. 

Some players have adopted the 
habit of moving off as the howter 
completes hb run. The dangm of 
this method b tiiat the bowbr b 
quite entitled to rebin the boll (os 
hb arm goes over in the dalivory 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


—the sort of thing a friend of 
mine describes as a “perfect mis¬ 
understanding". 

If in doubt say “No”. Only in 
exertional circumsbnces b one 
run worth the risk of a valuable 
wbket. 

After much experience with ano¬ 
ther player, expert runners can 
largely dbpense with calling be¬ 
cause of mutual understanding. I 
rarely hoard Hobbs or Sutefiffe 
call. But that b a counsel of per¬ 
fection and if one b to err at all 
it b far bettor to overcail then 
undercall. 

Pay due regard to the speed of 
your portnei. It is essential to 
make sure as far aa possible that 
each run b just as safe for him as 
it is for you. 

That wonderful judgement of 
pace and disbnee which some men 
possess can be developed up m a 
point, thoufih not everyone can 



stride) and knock the balb off at 
the bowling end. If the non-etriker 
is then out of hb ground he b 
run-out. 

Some people frown on thb prac¬ 
tice as being sharp, and think tha 
bowler should first issue s warning. 
I cannot see tiib at all The non¬ 
striker, by backing up too for or 
too soon, b in affect cheating. Ho 
b gaining an unfair advontago 
which may save him being run-out 
in a photo finish the other end. 

The bw clearly provides that the 
non-striker may be run out at the 
bowler’s end if he premoturaly 
leaves hb ground, and I have oecn 
it happens in Test cricket Hence 
my dictum — watch for the ball 
in the air before leaving the safety 
sone. 

2. The non-striker should always 
stand two or tiirce yards wide of 
the return crease on the opposite 
tide of the stumps to that from 
which the bowler is delivering the 
ball. 

3 The striker should always run 
closer to the pitch than the non- 
striker. Let me make this one 
clearer. To a right-hand batsman, 
with a left'hanaer bowling over 
the wicket, the non-striker would 
stand on the off-side of the pitch. 
Should tile striker play a com 
drive which, Iqr virtue of hb inev» 
ment, takes him over to tiie oH- 
side, he too will run down thnt 
side. He should then run os close 
as possible to the pitch (without 
running on it, of course) and tha 
non-strikar tiiould be on the out¬ 
side of him. Wltii such an nador- 
standing tiiare b no danger of o 
coUbion or doubt about which lane 
to run in. 

PuhUtiiors: Rupa it CA 
(to bo continued) 
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The carathon-—- 

Hard days ahead 


T he bleary-eyed road devils of 
the Singapore Airlines 30,000 
ton LAodon-Sydney Ctur Rally have 
immense faith in themselves, their 
cOHlhivers and their specially-pre¬ 
pared machines. But it is their 
impish sense of humour that will 
sustain the survivors as they roil 
through the picturesque country¬ 
side of Malaysia and Singapore be¬ 
fore they tackle the murderous 
desert terrain of the Australian 
hinterland. 

“Don’t be carried away by the 
current standings,” was the theme 
song of the crews in Range Rovers 
and Jeeps that lay well below the 
first ten at Madras. In fact no le.s'- 
than 28 pa-ticipanis — the 28ih is 
roughly three hours, 22 ntiniiies 
behind the leader — give them 
selves a fair chance of success. 

Theoretically, they may not bi- 
wrong. The time factor is the es¬ 
sence of the contract The time ta¬ 
ken to cover the special stage.s of 
the route — the flat out .sections 
on which cars are timed to the sec 
ond — is what really counts. 

That’s the time lugged in the 
crew’s road book. The special 
stages — the roads are clo.sed to 
other traffic cn them — vary from 
steep mountain climbs with spine- 
chilling hairpin bend^ to tricky 
flat surfaces over treacherous 
desert strips. 

Joachim Warmbold, the West 
German ace, was going great guns 
in bis Mercedes Benz 280 E before 
he broke a shaft. He has rejoined 
the rally. But he has incurred a 
penalty of 24 hours for each 
check-point he has mis.sed ft cm 
Teheran to Bombay. 

Warmbold registered the fastest 
time of 16:36 for the 15 km moun¬ 
tain section at Makarska on Yugo¬ 
slavia’s Adriatic coast. 

There was one cut-off point at 
Athens. The cars that did not re¬ 
port in the allotted time were dis¬ 
qualified. On the other 29 check¬ 
points, cars are penalised twenty- 
four hours for late arrival. 

The first car to reach Sydney on 
Sept. 27 may not necessarily be the 
winner. The total time logged on 
the special stages will decide the 
issue. 

No competitor who has incur¬ 
red a twenty-four hour penalty can 
be said to ^ in the running. That 
again is in theory. Nobody can say 
how many cars may break down 
in the Australiiin desert where 


helicopters will patrol the area and 
assist in rescue operations. 

But it does look as though the 
Palish rally champion, Zasada, 
Andrew Cowan, the winner of the 
16,000 km London-Sydney Rally in 
1968 and Australia’s tough Sou¬ 
thern Cross Rally six times, Tony 
Fowkes, Alfred Kling and Paddy 
Hopkirk hold a distinct edge over 
their rivals. 

PENANG: The Polish team of 
Zasada and Schramm, in a Porsche 
Carrera, are currently leading. 

The British teams are in second 
and third positions respectively 
Anthony Fownss and Peter O’Gor¬ 
man, driving a Mercedes 280 E, 
are in the second spot, while 
Andie tv Cowan and Colin Broad, 


the 1968 winners, ere in third 
position. 

,ln fourth position are die Ger- 
man team of Alfred KUng, Klaus 
Kaiser and Jorg Leininger - in a 
Mercedes 280 E. The British team 
of Paddy Hopkirk, Michael John 
Clifford and Robert Frederick 
Riley, driving a Cltrogen Cx2400, 
are in the fifth spot. 

A total of 137 participants arri¬ 
ved in Penang on Friday last from 
Madras in a chartered flight. They 
will begin their next drive from 
Butterworth to Singapore on 
September 6. 

From Singapore, they will travel 
to Australia for the final leg of the 
rally from Perth to Sydney. 

Fifty-two vehicles arrived here 
by boar on Sunday. Only 46 of 
them are in the running for the 
race. 



Bob Holden’s Peugeot wending its way through Pune 



Zasada’s Pwache at the Connemara Hotel, Madras 


SPOHTSWEEK. September 11. 1977 


31 



Badminton 


Modi bags the honours 

by HO«EY MISTRY 


A LTHOUGH teven-time National 
^ champion, Prakash Padidcpne 
etched his name on another sing* 
les title, the fourth in succession 
within a wan of two mtmths, the 
honours of the Western India Bad* 
minton Championships, at Pune, 
went to Uttar Pradesh's sixteen- 
year-old Syed Modi. 

National juniors champion, Syed 
stole the hearts of the multitude 
diat thronged the Garware Hall 
with sterling performances, surfac¬ 
ing to the fiul his latent prowess 
during the six-day tournament The 
thunderous ovation he received 
after the men’s singles encounter 
was richly deserved. 


He figured in four events, and 
finished a creditable winner in one 
(biqrs’ singles), runner-up in two 
(men’s singles and boys’ doubles) 
and the losing semi-finalist in the 
men’s doubles. 


Now accustomed to the newly- 
acquired imported rackets, Sy^ 
has added a potent smaih to his 
rich r^ertoire of a touch game. 



so far dominant Able to get power 
behind his finishes now, he is in a 
position to terminate rallies much 
earlier. The potency of his smashes 
was very evident in his encounter 
against the master, Prakash, when 
he aced the champion on the 
flanks on four occasions. His stay¬ 
ing powers were fully tested, and 
not found wanting, when he was 
engaged in muelling four matches 
on the penultimate day 


This blending of stamina, canny 
touch game and aggression should 
soon see Syed climb up on the na¬ 
tional and international ladder 
With international experience Syed 
could provide the answer to In¬ 
dian badminton’s million-runee 
question After Prakash who? 


It was a vety sporting decision 
by Kaushal Kumar Cheema in the 
pre-quarter-final encounter that 
made Syed Modi promess into the 
men’s singles smooth After win 
ning the opening game at 156 
Cheema conceded the he to Syed 
Suffering from a heavy cold and 
flu, Cheema felt that his progiess 



Anil Pradhan . . . gritty 
display 



S>cd Modi . . . star of 
the show 


in the championship would not be 
possible, while the promising teen¬ 
ager had brighter prospects Well 
done Cheema 


Omc again lecently capped inter¬ 
national Udav Pawar’s discomfiture 
against a change of pace was pro¬ 
ved by Syed Modi in the quarter¬ 
final enrountei Syed slowed the 
pace down, and kept the national 
finalist on the move forcing Uday 
to make huined returns Sved also 
judiciously employed the attacking 
lob blunting Uday’s most potent 
weapon, a telling smash 

Another fancied player to bite 
the dust in the quarter finals was 
international Piadeep Gandhe. He 
was convincingly beaten by Iqbal 
Maindargi, whose game is ever an 
enigma, who avenged his recent 
defeat m the Poona Club 
tournament 

The gnttiest perfmrmance of the 
tournament came from 34-year-old 
lef*^ hander Anil Pradhan. After 
ousting fancied Partho Ganguly in 
the pre-quarter-finals. Anil put up 
a lion-hearted performance in the 
next round to daeat Kiran Kaushik. 

After winning the opening game 
comfortably at 15-6, tiring Anil 
trailed 2-12 in the second. Mttiiig 
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hU Mcood wind, Anil rallied cou- 
rai^iub to level ecores at 13, 
tdple Xirati served «i 1$ occasions 
to advance his score only by a^ 
vMtiuy point. This rally took tur> 
dsoir tnhd out of Anil's sails, and 
^e decider was forced. A refresh* 
ed Anil romped through the deci¬ 
der conceding only five points. 

Till the last encounter against 
Syed, Prakaah was seen in a dif- 
ferant light in the earlier ties. 
With no semblance of a challenge, 
Prakash never brought his smashes 
into execution and played at a 
slower pace. He engaged himself 
into long rallies as if trying to 
test his staying powers. 

Yet, only once during the earlier 
rounds did I see him being caught 
on the wrong foot. The distinction 
went to Anil Pradhan when he 
sewed with a smash on the fore¬ 
hand flank while Prakash had 
moved to the hackhand. 

It was Syed who brought Pra- 
hash’s array of strokes into play 
in the first game, and forced the 
champion to resert to his normal 
tempo of a scorching pace. 

There was little to enthuse about 
in the men’s doubles encounters. 
The rudiments of doubles play was 
sorely at a discount. 

The distinction of being the only 
player to win three titles in the 
tournament went to Bombay school¬ 
girl Amecta Kulkarni. She won a 
title in ail the three groups open 
to girU. She won the sub-junior 
and junior girls' singles titles with 
consummate ease, and ably sup¬ 
ported Sujata Jain to claim the 
women’s doubles title. 

Sujata Jain was the only other 
player to chalk up a double. Ex¬ 
cept for being extended by Anita 
Ganguly (nee Madan) in the semi¬ 
final, Sujata walked through her 
other encounters. 

The tournament lost much of its 
glamour with the last minute un¬ 
avoidable withdrawal of Dinesh 
Kbanna and Suresh Goel, and the 
non-participation of most of the 
Uber Cup squad in the women’s 
section. 

The Poona District and Metro¬ 
politan Badminton Association, 
under the able stewardship of 
Avinash Wardekar, did a good job. 
However, two points were an eye¬ 
sore. The shuttles used were of a 
poor quality. They were not fast 
and tended to swerve when tossed 
high and deep. 

Also the linesmen and service 
judges, who were placed amongst 
the spectators, tended to lose con¬ 
centration. The clean chit which 
most the ‘above the waist* and 
'racket head above the wrist’ ser¬ 
vices got, especially in the doubles, 
WM proof of their inability. 
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Prakash . . . the champ 



Sujata Jain . . . fine double 


Dua, Nandini win 


N K-nONAL CHAMPION Man jit 
Dua and Nandini Kulkarni 
claimed the men’s and women's 
singles titles, respectively in the 
Central Gymkhana, Indore, Prize 
Money Table Tennis tournament 
held at the Nehru Stadium recently. 

This was the first prize money 
tournament held in Madhya Pra- 
de.sh and the tourney was conduc¬ 
ted a-c per the new system of group 
league recently introduced at the 
Western India Regional champion¬ 
ships in Bombay. 

Dua was. in tremendous form. 
He .got the measure of Tamil Nadu’s 
R. Hari in straight games in the 
final. Earlier he had outclassed 
Indore's Santosh Kaushik in the 
semi-finals. Hari had beaten Naren- 
der Kaushik in the other - semi¬ 


final. Dua played in all six matches 
conceding only one game. 

In the women’s singles final 
Nandini Kulkarni (Railways) ac¬ 
counted for Kiran Wardekar 
(Maharashtra) in four games. 

The performances of the Kaushik 
brothers, Santosh and Narender 
were creditable. They finished 
third and fourth, respectively, 
pushing outstation entries, Vilas 
Menon, R. Shekar. Veenit Chow- 
dhury and Deepak Haldankar to 
positions five to eight. 

Santosh Mishra won the boys' 
singles title defeating S a t w a n t 
Ho^a and Shradha Sharma claim¬ 
ed the girls’ title accounting for 
Rajani Jain. 

— J. D. MEHTA 



Dua receiving a special prke from MP Minister R. Dharkar. 
At left ia Abh^ Chhajiani, MPTTA president 


33 




SESi 


Tsmm 



For bottled 
gas consurners 


YOU MAY Be 
THINKING OF BUYING A 
K' CHEF COOKING RANGE: 

IF YOU 00. BUY NOW AND GET 
A FREE AHRACTIVE GIFT. 


You know that K CHFF is tho only rooking rsnga with 
an Infra fistf gull h glass ovan door to look n rook 

K CHEF can grill or toast cook (four burnars) 
and bake simultaneously Occupies less than 
60 cms X 60 cms of space (four sq ft areajl 
K CHEF gas cooking range 
IE manufactured after years of research by 
Bombay Foods Pvt Ltd Bombay 400 001 

Aim/ ri you want you can buy on aasy mUahnanU th/oujfh 
a bank I S"* bown paymant and tha ba/ania in 
12 34 aqua! muatments 


OFKB ¥AUD OPTO 3M SiPTiHUeO 77. 


W you amuid hka to know more about tha haa grit 
plaate contact 

THE NATURAL CAS COMPANY PVT. LTD. 

S3 57 Laxmi Insurance Building Sir P M Road 
Boinbay 400 001 n Phone 266435 
Mehta Chambeis Behind Opera Hnuae 13 Maihew Road 
Bombay 400004 □ Phone 363322 

2 Molsdma Road Pune 411 001 O Phone 23184 



Q WHY it It that when FnRland’s cricket team 
tours abroad it is called M C C.? 

—' Abdul Sultan Ali Mahomed (CutMck). 

A THAT confusion wilt no longer be there. An 
^ England team will henceforth be known as 
an England team at home and abroad, in order to 
distinguish It from an M C C team 

Q IS Mushtaq Mohammed, the Pakistani cric> 
keter, related to Abdul Hafeez Kardar? 

— Fazal Mohamed Khan and Najeeb (Hunsur). 

A MUSHTAQ is the younger bt other of Hanif 
^ Mohammed 

HOW many Indian bowlers have taken 1(X) 
or more wickets in Tests’ 

— Anshu Saran (Allahabad). 

A SIX They are Bedi (215 wickets fiom S3 
~ Tests) Chandrasekhar (194 fiom 45 Tests), 
Prasanna (181 from 43 Tests), Vinoo Mankad (1^ 
from 44 Tests), S P Gupte (149 from 36 Tests) 
and Venkatraghavan (111 from 36 Tests) 

Q WIIAT IS the Test record of West Indian 
Rohan Kanhai’ 

— Shivdkant Misra (Hardoi, UP) 

A IN 79 Tests, Kanhai has stoied 6,227 runs 
^ from 117 innings, six times no*- out, at an 
average of 47 53 He hit up 15 centuties, with 256 
in the third Test against India at Calcutta in 
1958-59 as his highest 

Q WHAT is the highest Test partneiship for 
all wickets? 

— B K Page (Calcutta-?) 


A THE highest is the second wicket stand of 
451 between Australia’s Don Bradman and 
Bill Ponsford in the hfth Test against England at 
the Oval in 1934 

Q WHAT arc the ages of Australian pace 
bowlers Denis Lillee and Jeff Thomson’ 

— V Pandian (Dindigul, TJf.). 

A LILLEE was born on July 18. 1949, and 
^ ITiomson on August 16, 1950 

Q COULD you give me the address of an Eng* 
llsh County Club’ Any County Club would do. 
— V Krishnamoorthy (BombBy-62). 

A WHY don’t you write to MCC, Lord’s cric¬ 
ket ground, St John’s Wood. NWS SQN? 

Q HOW many medals were won by Russian 
gymnast Nikolai Andrianov at the Montreal 
Games? 

— Nitm Nath Singh (Dhanbad). 

A SEVEN in all. Pour golds for combined exwr* 
cues, floor exercises, Roman riniu and horse 


petition end a ^onze for side horse. 
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MISCELLANY 

<arelj right now? 

^jL S'DKNY thing happened •• I 
*«* driving home on the 
Satoday of the Oval Teat. 

A white Jaguar drew alongside 
me at traffic lighu. the pauenger’s 
window came down and the driver, 
a Mil blond haired fellow, address¬ 
ed me in a South-African accent. 

’^ow are you going to write that 
I was ri^t?” said Tony Greig, cap¬ 
tain of England before he defec¬ 
ted to the bright lights of Kerry 
P a c k e r’s Australian television 
circus. 

Having written that he was 
wrong so often lately, I should con¬ 
cede that his prediction that cric¬ 
keters generally would benefit 
from the Packer affair has been 
proved correct. 

The third day of the final Test 
between England and Australia 
will be remembered not for the 
actual play that was sadly curMiled 
by the weather but for the an¬ 
nouncement of a £1 million spon¬ 
sorship over the next five years by 
Cornhill Insurance. 

England players whose Test 
match fee will rise from £210 to 
£1,000 with another £5,000 as their 
basic pay for a tour can in future 
expect to earn approaching £20,000 
a year. 

All that would not have happen¬ 
ed, at least not as quickly, but for 
the influence of Packer and hench¬ 
men like Greig who, paradoxically 


King’s farewell 


XIT the Black Pearl ... in a 

style befining the King of 
Soccer. 

Brazilian maestro Pele leaves the 
pilch (right) with the North Ame¬ 
rican League championship trophy 
held aloft, after New York Cosmos’ 
2—1 title clinching victory over 
Seattle Sounders in Portland. 

It was his last competitive match 
as a professional. 

And what a great finale for the 
3Syear-old superstar whose magi¬ 
cal talents have been largely res- 
pimsible for the US soccer boom 
since Cosmos tempted him out of 
retirement in 1975 with a four-mil- 
licn dollar contract. 

The only thing missing was that 
Pele didn’t manage to add to the 
1,277 goals he has scored in his 
career. 

Cosmos now want to sign Dutch 
superstar Johan Cruyff. 



must now be regretting the tactics 
of their attempted take-over. 

And what about his recruits? 
Greig is clearly too heavily com¬ 
mitted to pull out and 1 expect 
Alan Knott and Derek Underwood 
to .stay loyal to him even though 
they could earn more playing for 
England .than they would with 
Packer. 

— PAT GIBSON 


6 . 4 - 6 - 6 - 6-6 


NASH GETS 
THE LASH 



was 


G LAMOKGAN all-rounder Malcolm Nash 

hit for 6, 4, 6, 6, 6, 6 by Lancashire’s Frank 
“Hurricane” Hayes in one over at Swansea last week, 
and that brought back painful memories of Gary 
Sobers nine years ago. 

West Indian superstar Sobers set a wwld re¬ 
cord on the same ground in 1969 by becoming the 
first batsman in history to hit six 6’$ in one over. 
The bowler who suffered then: Malcolm Nash. 

Hayes, batting at the other end, was not quite 
that lethaL but his 34 was the best by a home-bred 
county player of a six-ball over — and it was the 
new ball tool ^ 

Battered Nash took his latest hiding with com¬ 
mendable calm. “I don’t worry about taking stick 
any more,” he said. “I got rid of all my nightmares 
after Sobm. 

“But it did bring back a few uiq>Ieasant 
mfmoriM.” 

Haycfs and Wood added 202 for the third wicket 
— a Lancashire record against Glamorgan. 

Wood hit 18 4’$ in an unbeaten 155 and Hayes 
haminared seven 6’s and 13 4’s in his 119, as Lan¬ 
cashire closed at 362 for three. 


Cricket in US 

An American sports promoter is 
^ to make a serious attempt to 
sell the game of cricket to a New 
York public raised firmly on base¬ 
ball. The attempt to fill an Ameri¬ 
can stadium with cricket specta¬ 
tors would have seemed financial 
suicide before the imported game 
of soccer caught on. 

A large stadium in New Jersey, 
just across the Hudson River from 
New York City, has been booked 
for 40,000 people to watch the first 
national US cricket team play the 
Caribbean All Stars XI captained 
by Sir Gary Sobers. 

Woolmer defects 

NGLAND BATSMAN Bob Wool¬ 
mer confirmed that he is to 
sign a contract to play in the 
‘Tests’ of Australian television 
chief Kerry Packer later this year. 

Wnolmei' earlier announced that 
he would not be available for Eng¬ 
land’s tour of Pakistan and New 
Zealand fer “personal and business 
reasons.” 

He said; I can confirm that the 
reason I shall not be going on the 
winter tour is that 1 am signing a 
contract to piay in the Kerry Pac¬ 
ker super Tests. 

Doshi shifts 

nENGAL left-arm spinner, Dilip 
® Doshi, who is currently play¬ 
ing for Nottinghamshire in the 
County Crkket Championship, wiH 
play for Saurashtra in the Ranji 
Trophy during 1977-78 season. 
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Buzzing Around 

by BUSYBEE 


NE THING I have noticed of 
late is that every time some¬ 
thing goes wrong with our sports, 
the entire blame is placed on the 
officials. I think this is very up- 
fair and 1 would like to place on 
record the services of our sports 
officials. 

In most other countries, generally 
people who have played the 
games become officials of the 
games after their playing days 
are over. In India, people who 
have never touched a bat or ball 
are prepared to give their valu¬ 
able time to be officials of the 
games they are not familiar with. 

In most cases, these men are so 
good that once they become offi¬ 
cials they continue to be so for 
the rest of their lives. 

These officials devote most of their 
time to holding inquiries into 
various acts of commission and 
omission of our notoriously in- 
disciplined sportsmen. 

The officials are so devoted to the 
game they represent that, if the 
country requires them, they do 
not mind serving on selection 
committees for national teams 
and selecting players against 
whom they have never played 
and know nothing about. 


Naturally, they are busy people 
and sometimes cannot be pre¬ 
sent at games where the players’ 
performances are to be evaluated 
and the selections made. But this 
has never stopped them from 
selecting teams. 

There are many sportsmen in our 
country, who place themselves 
above the game they represent, 
and pull out of the team at the 
last minute and just before it is 
embarking on a foreign tour. 
But this nas never happened 
with a sports official and. if he 
is asked to manage a team, he 
invariably goes abroad with the 
team and often takes his wife 
and other relations along. 

Officials go abroad in various 
capacities as managers, coaches, 
assistant managers, baggage men, 
treasurers, board presidents and 
secretaries. They also go as ob¬ 
servers and, when they return, 
they prepare a report on what 
they have observed. 

Different games have different 
t 3 rpes of officials. For instance, 
in hockey most of the officials 
are police officers. That is one 
reason why there is so much 
discipline at hockey camps. 

And when it comes to taking dis¬ 
ciplinary action, Indian officials 
are second to none. There have 
been instances when the nation's 
best players have been stood 
down because some official did 
not like their fare or did not 
like what they said in a radio or 


prm interview. Which, of 
course, is as it should be. 

Our officials are most considerate 
and hospitable towards foreijm- 
ers. An example is the cancula- 
tion oi a major national oic- 
ket tournament to acconunodate 
Rohan Kanhai’s unofficial team. 
In no other country do officials 
change one single day’s play to 
accommodate a foreign team. 

Also, when our officials arrange 
with their counterparts abroad 
conditions of play during a tour, 
they always, being sporting 
gentlemen, submit to conditions 
which favour our rivals. 

As for appointment of captains of 
various teams, they are very fair. 
Every time a new captain is ap¬ 
pointed and, at times when two 
persons seem to have equal 
claim for the post, they appmnt 
joint captains. 

There are so many persons who 
want to be officials and serve 
their chosen sport that often 
there are two associations for 
one game in one state and each 
association has a different set of 
officials and runs its own 
tournaments. 

Also, there are some officials who 
are so devoted to sports that the 
same official may be president 
of the state’s cricket association 
both men and women and foot¬ 
ball association and athletics 
association and contract bridge 
association and sport medicine 
board and carrom association 
and minister for sports. 
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Try ’em 


S OME TIME back, writing in 
Sportsweek’s “World of Cric¬ 
ket”, Robin Marlar has lauded the 
fine effort of Madan Lai in the 
Ktadras Test against England 

“.movement, pace, lift, 

hostility, stamina. He showed them 
all”. And what was the reward? He 
was dropped for the next Tests. 

Let us not expect our quickies 
to qualify as batsmen They are 
principally bowlers. Send Madan 
Lai No. 11 to bat and if he gets a 
few runs it is jolly good But let 
us not expect him to stem the rot 
in a falling Indian innings 

Given the right conditions our 
pacemen can deliver the goods. 
What happened at Christchuich or 
at Port of Spain is fresh in our 
memory If only Madan Lai and 
Mohinder Amarnath had Chavri’s 
support we may well have won the 
Christchurch Test 

If we can afford to lose a senes 
by playing three spinnoi s and one 
fast bowler, why not have two 
pacemen' If our spinners can’t win 
matches on slow turners or dead 
wickets neither can our fast bowl¬ 
ers do? So give our pacemen the 
right conditions. 

Again quoting Robin Marlar 

“. Imran Khan . . . he 

was a very ordinary trundler when 
he first appeared in England. Now 
&eg Chappell has credited him 
with the best bowling he has seen 
in Australia”. With the Australian 
tour ahead, I wish our selectors 
(new committee!) includes Ghavri, 
Madan Lai, Burman and Jadeja in 
the squad. The tour selectors 
should pliQr at least two of them 
if not wree in the tests. 

Let us be more pragmatic at 
least nowl 

Padmanabh Shenoy (Bangalore). 

Too euphoric 

T he euphoric reaction of an 
average English cricket fan to 
England’s regaining the Ashes 
from Australia is quite understand- 
aUe. But such a pitch of reaction 
from an experienced cricket critic 
like Pat Gibson (Sportsweek, 
August 28), to say the least, does 
not become him. 

Let's face the facts. Virtually Ae 
same Eni^sh team was “slaughter- 


The work of outsiders 


T WAS riiocked to read that 
* three leading hockey stars Sur- 
jit Singh, Varinder Singh and Bal- 
dev Singh walked out of the hoc¬ 
key coaching camp at Patiala. 

I have read the sutements 
issued by Gen. Eustace IPSouza 
and the IHF representative, Rama- 
namurthy. Both of them have des¬ 
cribed the allegations of tbc play¬ 
ers as entirely false and baseless. 

I have also known the three pla¬ 
yers very closely and had occasion 
to be associated with them as the 
manager at NIS, Patiala, in 1973. 
Their behaviour at the camp was 
exemplary and they were complete 
’sportsmen’ in every sense of the 
word. 

This forces me to conclude that 
the players were not acting on 
their own impulse or intent, but 
arc instigated by some disgruntled 
outsiders, wbo may have their own 
axe to grind. 

As for Gen D’Souza 1 can vouch 
for his integrity and single-minded 
devotion to hockey. It has been my 
privilege to have been associated 
with him as a hockey player and 
this association has continued un- 
til now It is, therefore, uncharit. 
able and unfair to Gen D’Souza to 
accuse him of disliking any parti- 
culai community 

I have also read that some of 
the States do not get representa¬ 
tion un the IHF committee. The 


IHF can hardly be Mamed for diis 
lack of representation. It is for the 
States concerned to take a keener 
interest in the elections and go all 
out to get their represenutives 
elected to the federation. 

It is a shame and a disgrace that 
some frustrated elements are try¬ 
ing to find fault with the working 
of the IHF and thus damage the 
image of the federation. The dis¬ 
cerning public will certainly judge 
who is right and who is wrong. 

— Jos Gonsalves, former Vice- 
President, IHF (Bombay). 


HERE cannot be an ’amicable 
settlement* with regard to alle¬ 
gations of far-reachifig significant. 
These have to be proved or dis¬ 
proved. A possible settlement in 
this regard is withdrawal of the 
allegations but that doesn’t remove 
the bad blood that is afaraady craa> 
ted which is more harmful to die 
interests of the game. 

The IHF has been involved n 
too much of controversy over the 
last couple of years. India’s per¬ 
formance in the Olympics has been 
persistently dismal. It is time the 
government, especiall.v the \11- 
India Council of Sports, takes 
stock of IHF affairs and sets mat¬ 
ters right once for all. 

— Kabindranarayan Das Gupta 
(Nagpur). 


ed” by the West Indies last year 
The same English team using ques- 
ticnable tactics in four out of five 
Tests won the series ,3-1 against us. 
One cannot gloss ^.over the fact 
that England's win was over the 
poorest Australian team m history. 

In my 40 years of cricket-follow- 
ing, 1 have known Australian sides 
which were second-rate either in 
hatting or bowling but I cannot 
remember an Australian side being 
a third-rate team of fielders as this 
1977 side has been. 

Besides, I personally feel that 
skipper Greg Chappell having al¬ 
ready decided to quit Test cricket 
before the start of the tour just 
could not put his heart (not inten¬ 
tionally but subconsciously) into 
the task in hand. 

— Arvind Bhagwat (Chandigarh). 


Unjust 

T he Justification given by the 
Nordiamptonshire secretary 
for sacking Bedi, is far from con¬ 
vincing. Few could have done more 
injustice to Bedi than Northants. 
Moreover the raising of doubts on 
Bedi’s action and secretly filming 
it were also quite unjustified. 

— Tarun Sethia (Calcutta). 

• 

T he way in which Northanu sac¬ 
ked Bishen Bedi should be 
widely condemned. The main rea¬ 
son for their decision is the “vase¬ 
line affair” and now we can be 
dead sure that the English team 
cheated us. 

— Manoj, Prakash & Samir 
(Patna). 


SPORTING SaM 


by Rag Wootton 
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Right trophy, wrong horse 



VIGILANT and wide-awake 


ordinary racegoer ensured 
that the right trophy was made 
available for presentation to the 
winner of the Rajaram Chhatrapati 
Cup in Pune but as the voice of a 
racegoer, no matter how special, 
eagle-eyed or knowledgeable he 
may be, cannot be heard within 
die narrow confines of the ste¬ 
wards room and as his thinking 
cannot pervade the holy cow atmos¬ 
phere which is prevalent there the 
trophy was awarded to the wrofig 
horse. 

Trophies are displayed in the 
Erst enclosure and after Chashm- 
£-Shahi had beaten Great Guns by 
half a length the attendant instead 
of taking the Chhatrapati Cup to 
the paddock for presentation took 
the one for the Colts Handicap 
Stakes although it was of a vastly 
different size and shape. As Sham- 
suddin, who was on Great Guns, 


objected against the winner for 
interference in the last 100 metres 
there was enough time for the 
racegoer to point out the error 
and to have it hurriedly rectified. 

Meanwhile, the stewards deli¬ 
berated on the protest and caused 
eyebrows to be raised and know¬ 
ledgeable feelings to be outraged 
by deciding in favour of Great 
Guns. How they arrived at the con¬ 
clusion that Great Guns was inter¬ 
fered with is something which will 
trouble this column for quite a 
lung time. 

Chashm-E-Shahi took over the 
running when the favourite Coat 
of Arms had called it quits approa¬ 
ching the home turn. The colt then 
negotiated the turn wide but was 
in complete command thereafter. 
However, Great Guns moved up 
very fast in the run-in and though 
the six-year-old cut an erratic 
course on the very heavy going, 
switching from the outside of 
Chashm-£-Shahi to his inside, he 
ultimately finished within half a 
length of him. This was virtually a 
two-horse affair as Solar Maid was 
eight lengths behind the runner- 
up. And as only two horses were 
battling it out in clear view of the 
stands everybody got a ringside 
seat of the action as the stands are 
so close to the 
track that it is 
possible to see 
every detail. Thus 
most racegoers 
were satisfied 
that there was no 
interference. 

How then d i d 
the stewards rule 
otherwise? It is 
reported that the 
decision was in¬ 
fluenced by view¬ 
ing the video tape 
of the race which, 
it is claimed, 
showed Chashm- 
E-Shahi shifting 
in on Great Guns. 
If this is so it is 
an optical illu¬ 
sion as, it should 
be evident to 
even the meanest 
intellect, photo¬ 
graphs often 1 i e 
in the sense that 
one must allow 
for the angle of 
the camera. In 
any case nobody 
who viewed the 
tape has been 
beard to say that 
C h a s h m-E- 
Shahi touched 
Great Guns. That 
being so how can 
it be claimed that 
the interference 


was of the magnitude to deprive 
the colt of the race as, earlier In 
the season, for instance, the nme 
argument was trotted out when 
the protest by Shafiq, who was on 
Whirlwind, against Chtvelrous 
Knight was disallowed aldiougb it 
was as plain as a pikestaff dMt 
Chivalrous Knight took Whirlwhid 
out at the top of the straight and 
continued to take it out further 
till the winning post* 

This rather unfortunate incident 
has provided further grist to the 
mill of those who aver that the au¬ 
thorities have a bias, nay, an ani¬ 
mus, against the famous cherry 
and black hoops of the Gocuidases. 
The evidence does not support this 
extreme view and it is necessary 
to scotch (his ugly thinking. Re¬ 
cently, Springbok was awarded a 
race in the .stewards room after it 
had been beaten by Benlitta on 
the track and to those who will 
have it that there was no choice as 
the interference was glaring it 
must be pointed out that the rider 
of third-placed Hasoen Inayat, 
whose protest against Benlitta was 
also upheld, had also objected 
against Springbok and there would 
not have been much of a stink if 
that protest were also allowed. 
Again, in Bombay, Zera, from the 
same stable, was given the Maza- 
gaon Plate after she was well and 
truly beaten by Horse Power. This 
was a palpably wrong decision as 
there was nor the slightest doubt 
that Horse Power was much the 
better horse on that day. No, my 
friend, there is no cause for you 
to raise your blood pre.ssure. 

In fairness to the authorities it 
must be said that they are awake 
to the realities of other situations. 
Some years ago the scale of allowan¬ 
ces to junior riders was revised to 
make it attractive to engage them 
to ride so that they could gain ex¬ 
perience. With the current dearth 
of riding talent in Pune that situa¬ 
tion no longer obtains and the ste¬ 
wards have rightly decided to scrap 
the 7.5 kilos allowance which a 
rider could claim until he rides 
three winners and the allowance 
has been reduced to five kilos. 
However, the remaining scale has 
not been disturbed which creates 
an anomalous situation as it is only 
in Western India that riders can 
claim allowances till they ride 40 
winners; elsewhere the figure is 30. 

What news nf the great Squan¬ 
derer? The Valoroso-Milky Way 
colt, who is the top stakes winner 
in the country, missed out the 
Bangalore Governor’s Cup because 
of a strained pastern which also 
caused him to miss die Hyderabad 
Nizam’s Cup. However, he is now 
reported to be fit and well and is 
a competitor for the President of 
India Gold Cu|^ which will be in 
Hyderabad on September 11. 
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In six inspiring 
shades for smoother 
flow and beautiful 
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Now,for the first time in 
/ Calculta-football at night! 



(n step with sports ilkimioation trends 
aroond the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at the Mohiin Btxrjtrn Stadium. 

Tlte complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadiufi! along with a sophisticaierl 
control room was engineered by Philips 
Undertaken on a turnkey basis, the entire 
project was planned, desigsred with 
the aid of contputers, and lostaMect by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers. 

And all this »n record time Toe lighting of 
the playing area was made possible; by 
the Indian Chamber of Comirrerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta, Equipped with 
Halogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced iii India for ports fields, 
the system meets internal>ooal standards 
in outdoor illuminatioii feveis 

For us at Philips, tlie ruoiect has meant 
total irvvolvement And we are glad 
to have brought a littie more happmetss to 
sports lovers in the city With the lighting 
With the sourrd With tfse total package 
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No mistake. 

It’s the Carnaby Man all right. 



A soft, incompaiably smooth 
finish Carefully selected blends 
The twin ingredients of weai me 
comfort Binnycombine*'them 
with rare finesse in one creat 
looking suiting Carnaby' 



The Carnaby CoUection- 
for men who demand cxMnfwt 
as much as style 
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KHALID ANSAR!: 


Tough tasks ahead 
for cricket officials 

I F ONE WERE to go by Ghulam Ahmed’s press 
statement after the Cricket Control Board’s 
annual general meeting at Hyderabad, everything 
was hunky-dory and that all the appointments and 
changes were the result of ’unanimous’ decisions. 

Whereas on the surface all appears to have gone 
well, we understand that many of those who atten¬ 
ded the annual general meeting had arrived in 
Hyderabad well in advance for the usual horse¬ 
trading and lobbying These, as is well-known, are 
forerunners of ‘unanimity’ and ‘consensus’ which 
are getting to be the sine qua non ot our politics. 

It does appear as though the plums of office 
have been well shared. This is not to deny the fact 
that many of those chosen for administrative posts 
and on the selection committee are deserving But 
is one to conclude that the sharing of the loaves 
and fishes of office has been equal as between re¬ 
gions? The raison d’etre of such prupoitional re¬ 
presentation is that it provides each rone with an 
equal say in the running of the game and in the 
matter of talent spotting and development But in 
actual fact things have not quite worked out that 
way The men at the helm in many cases have ad¬ 
vanced the claims of theit candidates, tlie chosen 
few, some of whom haven’t really been deseiving. 
merely to justify their own office 

f-oilowing press critiri.sm about his various 
commitments it had become apparent that Gopi 
nath would nut continue as chairman of the seiec 
tion committee or on the committee itself The 
inclusion of the astute Jaisimha, who possesses per 
haps the shrewdest cricketing brain in the country, 
soon after his appointment by the Hydeiabad Cru 
ket Association as chairman of it.s selection com¬ 
mittee, is welcome but it is to be hoped that he will 
succeed in standing firm in the face of the various 
pressures that are attendant on a post of this nature 

Since the days when Dutta Ray tell out of fa¬ 
vour over the controversy which placed the mantle 
of captaincy on Wadekar in 1971, Bengal hai. been 
represented by Dattu Phadkar or Pankaj Roy in 
rotation. The indifferent health of the genteel Roy 
who believes in the adage that silence is golden has 
paved the way foi Phadkar's return. The latter 
certainly has his merits but this pendulam-Iike swing 
beween these two Bengal stalwarts is most fascinat¬ 
ing, causing many to wonder as to whether or not 
there are any other suitable men in the sports- 
minded State of Bengal. 

We understand that ’Mamasaheb’ Ghorpade had 
intimated his disinclination to continue as ‘inquin- 
tor*. “Barkis was unwilling” in this case but he was 
prevailed upon — shades of Gopinath in days not 
so long ago. Kishen Rungta, who replaces Raj 
Singh, a man of strong coiivictiois, has like his 

g redecessor played only in Ranji Trophy cricket 
ut he has served his native Rajastlian well admim 
stratively and can be expected to do a good job as 
he is knowledgeable, reasonable snd balanced in 
his views. While it is certainly advantageous tor a 
selector to have played Test cricket, it is by m> 
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means an indispensable asset. North ^ne represen¬ 
tative Vijay Mehra continues in office. Not many 
will dispute his choice especially since he has func- 
iioned as selector only for two years and deserves 
a longer innings to prove his mettle. 

The elevation of M. Chinnaswamy to the highest 
oilice hi the Board was long overdue. The grand old 
man of Karnataka cricket has served the |ame widi 
distinction not only in his own state but in the lar¬ 
ger sphere as well. It is heartening to learn that 
Ram Prakash Mehra vacated office to make room 
for the deserving Chinnaswamy before expiry of bis 
term. But there are rumours that the decision was 
taken partly because of reasons non-cricketing. 
Nevertheless, Mehra deserves to be commended for 
his gesture All in all, he performed much better 
than many of his detractors had expected him to. 

The administrators and die selectors shoulder 
a heavy lesponsibility. It is well-known that our cric¬ 
ket IS at rock bottom, or very nearly so. The task 
of building, of forging our team into a force to rec¬ 
kon with lies on them. There has been a hue and 
cry for changes in the higher echeltms. To an extent 
there has been an infusion of fresh blood — though 
not as much of a transfusion of the red corpuscles, 
the anti-bodies to combat the toxic parasites, as 
many would have liked. Still one hopes the torch 
has been passed to a forward-looking set of admini 
strators and that some light will be shed into the 
dark alleys in which the game is now groping 

SPORTSWEEK wishes Its 
readers id Mubarak 
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A brenttier during a tight sdwdule . . . Gavaskar (left), physical training expert 
Tandon, Ghavri, Gaekwad, Khrmaid and Chandrasekhar 


The cricket camp 


Tough, not grinding 


|~<HEERFUL and willing... that’s 
^ the verdict on the 27 out of 33 
probables for the Indian cricket 
team’s tour of Australia attending 
the conditioning camp at Madras. 
One is sure they will come out of 
the camp strong and supple, very 
fit for the battles Down Under. 

Physical training expert D. K. 
Tandon from the National Institute 
of Sports (Patiala), who has spent 
3f years in die German Democra* 
tic Republic, admitted that the boys 
might not show enough enthusiasm 
to continue the toughening up 
exercises after 17 days of arduous 
training in the camp, but those 
who did, he added, would find it 
worthwhile. He said he would be 
happy even if they practised ten 
per cent of what he was teaching 
them. 

Tandon said a sportsman could 
be considered fit only when he was 
able to co-ordinate his strength, 
endurance, agility, flexibility and 
speed when necessary. Good condi¬ 
tioning. he said, helped a sports¬ 
man achieve co-ordination of these 
free aspects and also in the proper 
devi^pment of them. 

The training schedule is rigor¬ 
ous but not grinding. There are a 
variety of exercises—slow running, 
wind sprints (not more than 30 
metres at one stretch), on-the-spot 
mnnii^ with variations, knee jump¬ 
ing with emphasis on getting into 


the “C” position, abdominal exer- tracts demand their presence till 
cises, calisthenics and skipping. September 12. 

There will be stair running later The schedule is as follows; phy- 
in the camp. sical conditioning from 7 a.m. to 

Bishen Singh Bedi, Madan Lai, 815 a.m. and fielding practice from 

Surtnder Amarnath, Mohinder 9-30 to 10-30 p.m. The afternoon 

Amarnath, Abid Ali and Dilip session, from 2-30 to S30, ts de- 

Doshi are expected to report at the voted_ to bowling and batting 

camp, at the latest, by September practice. 

14. All of them are in England Camp-in-charge Polly Umrigar, 
where their league and county con- who managed the Indian team dur- 



Gavsukar, Sbarma and Vengsarkar with auap 
hvcharge Umrigar 


- i 
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Venicat . . . new look 


' ing itg N«w Zaslwid «lid West I*- 
dies tour in 1975>7S, is paying par* 
ticidar attention to fielding prac¬ 
tice with emphasis on closecatch- 
ing. 

To sharpen the reflexes of a 
player in this department, he 
stands close to him and taps the 
ball to the left, right and in front 
of him. If there has been one tell¬ 
ing effect on our recent Test per¬ 
formances it has been the decline 
in this department. 

Umrigar, who has played 59 
Tests and scored 3631 runs, both 
Indian records — is making sure 
that the batsmen get enough prac¬ 
tice in handling short-pitched de¬ 
liveries to which the Indian players 
are vulnerable and of which they 
are likely to face a good deal in 
Australia. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 


\ ^ 



Kirmani, Gavaskar and 
Chandra 



Vengsarkar and Bharat Reddy 


Unlucky Zasada 


T he news from Singapore fhat 
Polish rally ace Sobieslaw 
Zasada had incurred 47 penalty 
minutes for not cbeckii^ in at the 
Singapore Automobile Association 
Time Control at the specified time 
and, as a result, that he had been 
pushed bach from the first to ninth 
place in the Singapore Airlinea 
30,00(Mcilometre London-Sydney 
car rally should surprise many fol¬ 
lowers of this event; especially 
when one considers die Pole’s plec 
that he had no knowledge of the 
check-in at this post. 

It is unfortunate, as Colin Mal¬ 
kin, co-driver of Andrew Cowan, 
the winner of the 1968 London- 
Sydney Rally, said, that it should 
have happened diis way. But it is 
difficult to understand how Zasada 
could say that he had no knowledge 
of this post, for every Time Con¬ 
trol post to be visited is supposed 
to be mentioned in the Road Book 
that each crew is provided with. 

Probably, Zasada had erred be¬ 
cause of his inability to figure out 
well what is written in English. At 
Madras, your correspondent, when 
he visited Zasada’s room in Hotel 
Connemara, observed the language 
problem the Polo had when be 
asked him to read out the entry 
made at the Attari Post. 


Should Zasada fail to win' this 
rally pn account of this amparent 
slip-up, it would be sad indeed. At 
Madras, the Polish ace looked 
quite confident of winning Ihis 
rally, though he only said that he 
would try his best. When this cor¬ 
respondent asked Peter O’Gorman, 
co-driver of Anthony Fowkes (Bri¬ 
tain — Mercedes Benz 280 E), now 
in the lead, whom be fancied to 
win, said he had expected, even et 
the start in London, that Zasada 
would win and that it looked as 
though this would come true—Fow¬ 
kes was not with O’Gorman at that 
time; he had flown to Malaysia for 
a reconnaissance run, or *recce’ as 
they call it in rally parlance. 

An economist, Zasada has a very 
fine record in rallying. The 47-year- 
old ace, Poland’s No. 2 javelin 
thrower in 1950 and a fine decath- 
lete, has 100 rally wins to bis cre¬ 
dit. He has won the European 
championship thrice — in 1966 
with an Austrian Steyr Puch, in 
1967 with a Germiin Porsche and in 
1972 with a German BMW. (%e 
best eight performances of a driv«r 
in a series of 15 European rallies 
are considered in deciding the 
championship). 

Gutsy Zasada has escaped from 
the jaws of death five times in 
rally accidents in Poland and 
Spain. In 1973, he broke his leg 
when his car, speeding at IM kmh, 
hit a sheet of water on the road 
and skidded off into a forest. \ 
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Kut fmtMt find . . . fMUcc^tf Bhmknr Ganguly brlnga off a aitparb aava 

agataiat George Tulegrivh 

East Bengal—worthy winners 


(('T’HIS it a victory all of us are 
proud of We have worked 
hard for it And I believe we have 
merited it/' Amal Dutta, East Ben 
gal club coach said after his team 
won the Calcutta Football League 
senior division title for the sevrnth 
year since 1970, with just one gap 
filled in by Mohun Began last year 

"There has to be a method of 
trial and error Last year, there 
were some senior and some very 
Junior players in the squad I 
couldn’t get the two groups to 
function as one machine This year, 
with the removal of the old batch 
and the introduction of a lot of 
young blood, 1 knew we would 
succeed 

"We started on a not too confi 
dent note, there being certain de 
facts But we ironed them out eat Iv 
and, by the lime the match with 
Mohun Bagan came up, we were all 
set As you know, the system here 
is such that only one match mat 
ters and when we got over that 
hurdle, we were sure of winning 
the league which we unfortunately 
lost last year after a record break 
lag run of six years 

"This victory is the result of 
team effort, because now the qiies 
tion of two or three outstanding 
players pulling a team along lust 
does not work Our players hail 
speed end thrust The little diici. 
tion they needed, 1 provided I here 
after, their individual skills were 


meshed together to form an un 
beatable combination ” 

The captain of the side, stopper 
back Shyamal Ghosh, was parttcu 
larly happy "Although we bagan 
on a shaky note because we dtdn t 
have another stopper-back in tune 
with the rest of the side, we set 
tied down After the first few 
games, we felt we had all it takes 
to become champions 

"Actually, it was our team spirit 
that paved the way for our success 
We have always been like a hwpy 
and totally united family What 
ever we may have lacked in other 



Captain ^yamal Gbosb 


departments, we more than made 
up with the will and determination 
to succeed We rose to our peak 
in the match with Mohun Bagan 
fhereafter, it was easy sailing 
And I am sure that even if we iiad 
to play against Mohammedan 
Sporting without our two key play 
eis, flankmen Surajit Sengupta and 
Narayanswamy Ulaganathan, we 
would have maintained our imprev 
sive record 

"I’m vciy happy that in my 
tenure as captain our team achie 
ved another record We are the 
only team to have won the league 
twice without conceding a single 



Coach Amal Duita 
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polat —> auwaiiif wt b««t tth 
Biars. This Is s gnat fMling.*’ 

The mlUions of East Bantal fans 
ara also pleasadi that the club has 
survived the shock of a Receiver 
beiiig appointed to take charke of 
the club after internal squabbles 
led to a court ruling in this regard. 
In fact, this it the most impwunt 
factor in East Bengal’s continued 
run of success —> the officials do 
not encroach on to the field. There, 
the football department and the 
players are everything. 

This year. East Bengal had the 
mortification of losing the services 
of five stalwarts — goalkeeper 
Blswajit Das, stopper>back Asoke- 
lal Banneriee, fuli-back Sudhir Kar- 
makar, linkman Goutam Sarkar and 
striker Shyam Thapa. Despite that, 
the club — with a number of new 
recruits — filled in the gaps and 
came up with a combination that 
shook even the sMr<studded Mohun 
Began outfit which, in terms of 
names, started hot favourites for 
the title. 

The "finds” of the yeai Included 
Ulaganathan, who had till last year 
assisted Mohun Began With Sura* 

J it Sengupta on he other flank, 
^ast Bengal had tremendous strik¬ 
ing power. Coupled with him was 
Mihir Bose, a youngster whose ma¬ 
gic moment came in the ma'ch 
with Mohun Bagan when, with in- 
ciedible alacrity, he jumped on to 
the ball and half-volleved it into 
the goal, scoring the first of the 
two goals in the match 

In midfield, . Samaresh Chou- 
dhury’s return from Mohun Began 
made a great deal of dlftereme 
Beside scoring the other goal in 
the crucial tie with a marvellous 
banana that foxed the goalkeeper 
from a distance of over 30 yards, 
Samaresh was often the key to the 
team’s success. It was unfortunate 
that young Prasanta Bannerjee 
seemed to have lost last year’s 
sting, but Ratan Dutta more than 
made up tor it as a medio It was 
unfortunate that he sus’ained an 
injury, but luckily for the club, 
Bannerjee seems to have found his 
touch again. 

In deep defence, Shyamal Ban¬ 
nerjee played well this year So did 
Chinmoy Chatterjee The missing 
link in the deep defence was final¬ 
ly filled by Manoranjan Bhatta- 
charjee, though he still seems a 
trifle alow 

But East Bengal’s greatest find 
Is, undoubtedly. Bhaskar Ganguly 
in goal. Here is a youngster who 
will certainly don India colours for 
a number of years in the imme¬ 
diate future A lad who started his 
career in Calcutta football in an 
unprecedented manner — assisting 
Mmun Bagan in his very first year 
Bhaakar has already gained tre¬ 
mendous self-confidence and his 


pnrfornwnce kt» been uniformly 
brilliant. Time and again, he mode 
up for the lapaes of his team’s de¬ 
fender! with great saves. After 
Tarun Bose, ha is the boy to watch. 

However, team spirit and fan 
following notwithstanding. East 
Bengal had a cowle of close shaves 
In the league. The match against 
Eastern Railway, particularly, un¬ 
nerved the players. Down by e 
goal, Eatt Bengal rallied in the 
second half to equalise and, with 
three minutes to go for the final 
whistle, managed the match-winner 
through substitute striker Jahar 
Daa. 

Eastern Railway ware unfortu¬ 
nate iu not forging ahead again 
in the second session, having wast¬ 
ed a sitter Then again, the, tie 
with BNR had all the elements of 
hi^ drama. East Bengal just 


bhmk. Aryan did not field a team 
in the rsqilay. 

But all this is not to boiitilc East 
Bengal’s performaaev which, coo- 
sidorlDf the situation, was very 
good. The best part of it is that 
one cannot single out one or two 
name# for this success -- it was 
entirely a team effort. 

With their 1977 victory, Eaat 
Bengal have taken their tally of 
senior division league victories to 
fifteen, equalling Mohun Bagan’a 
score. Ear Bengal, however, are 
far ahead of Mohun Bagan in terma 
of the wins recorded by either 
team in matchea between diem. 
R a n j i t Mukherjee emerged top 
scorer in the league, with Id goals. 

This year’s victory was made pos¬ 
sible by the following players: 
Goal: Bhaskar Ganguly,_ Santpsh 
Bose: Backs: Chinmoy Chattarjet. 



Happy? And why not - • • Ulaganathan and Jahar Daa 
scremn their pleasure at the latter’a goal 
against Eastern Railway 


managed to hold on to a one goal 
lead till the end — in the face of a 
blitzkrieg in the entire second 
session 

These matches apar'. East Ben¬ 
gal had little difficulty, except the 
match with Mohun Bagan Here, 
two goals in the spate of five minu¬ 
tes settled the issue, though it was 
touch and go throughout Mohun 
Bagan mivsed a couple ol sitters 

Actually, Mohun Bagan was the 
only team that provided some oppo¬ 
sition Mohammedan S C did not 
play East Bengal, aftei the schedu¬ 
led match between them fell 
throui^ due to rain But even if 
Mohammedan Sporting had turned 
out for the rescheduled match, it 
is doubtful that, with their per¬ 
formance in the other league en¬ 
counters, the; could have really 
stood up to East Bengal Similar is 
the case with Aryan In then first 
tie, the game was abandoned at 
half time w th the score-sheet 


Manoranjan Bhattacharjea, Raman 
Bhattacharjee, Balai Cnakravarty, 
Shyamal Ghosh <captain>, Shya- 
mal Bannerjee, Satyajit Mitrq; 
Linkmen: Samaresh Choudhury, 

Ratan Dutta, Prasan’a Bannerjee; 
Fni wards: Ulaganathan, Ranjit 
Mukherjee, Mihir Bose, Bimal Daa, 
Surajit Sengupta. 

East Bengal are now conserving 
their energy tor the major tourna¬ 
ments on an all-India basis. That 
IS why the team will not partici¬ 
pate in the Bordoloi and the Bri¬ 
gade of Gorknas Gold Cup tourna¬ 
ment, m Gauhati and Darjeeling, 
respectively 

Instead, the players are being 
geared for the DCM tourney, which 
will be followed almost immediate¬ 
ly by the Rovers and Durand com 
petitions Of course, the team will 
figure in the IIA Shield tourna¬ 
ment, which they won jointly with 
Mohun Bagan last year 

-> ARIJIT SEN 
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Rieh in natural baauty ^ 
Sun-k)«sad vsllays lush ^ 
graan forests and rippling 
brooks Wildly beautiful 
landscapes Stately tigers, 
lumbering elephants the 
sturdy rhino and bird , 

sanctuaries A veritable 
treasure-house of flora v 
and fauna 








Rich in arehsaelogy 
The key to the past To 
centuries old civilisations 
untouched by the passing 
of time Unmatched 
aitiatry in stone 
Sculptures cave drawings 
and temple cities galore 

Rleh in history 
Crumbling forts, lonely 
palaces and deserted 
ruins—silent witnesses of 
• bygone era Undying 
symbols of romantic love 
Or monuments to a past 
nch In martial glory 

Gatietfor 


Rich in business 

Side by side with ancibni 
monuments there are 
also modern industries 
now And todav 
India not only 
manufactures for herself 
but also has the 
confidence and capability 
of exporting abroad 
Just go around and 
you It discover potential 
riches everywhere 


India 
§n Lanka 







Rich in holiday resorts. 
Mountain-top retreats 
snow-clad wonderlands 
or an idyll in the plains 
Shimmering backwaters 
or golden beaches with 
the tun. send and surf 
A tryst with nature 
with all the 20th century 
comforts thrown in 


Experience it all 
Even on a short holiday 
By air Indian Airlines help you 
do It With a fast modern 
fleet and country-wide 
network that flies you to 
every interesting nook 
and corner of India 
QttickI See it ail 

Your travel agent 
will help you 
with all arrangements. 


Indian Airlines 
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I^H AP OF CRICKET 


Running between 
the wickets 

TT would be wrong for the striker 
* to cut across the pitch after ma¬ 
king his shot, just in order to run 
down he le|E side. But if he jumped 
down the wicket to play an on drive, 
he may find it easier and more con¬ 
venient to continue down the on 
side. There can be no absolute 
hard-and-fast rule about which side 
of the pitch the striker should run. 
That is so often decided by circum¬ 
stances. It is the non-striker’s job 
to give his partner ample room and 
to protect him. 

In making good his crease 
esurh batsman should ground his 
bat short of the popping crease 
and slide it over. This is particu¬ 
larly important when attempting to 
avoid a run-out or when making a 
quick turn for a second run. There 
is no need for the feet to reach 
the crease. They may well stop a 
good yard short and that is ground 
saved. In fact, having regard to 
the starting position of the non¬ 
striker when he may stand outside 
his crease, and the distance he 
saves the other end, he only has 
to run some 18 yards. 

As a general principle, run the 
first one fast in case there may 
be a chance of another. This must 
be interpreted with common sense. 
Plenty of shots are made where it 
is clearly impossible for more than 
one run to be scored- It would be 
absurd in such cases for the bats¬ 
men to wildly charge up the pitch 
looking for another run and mere¬ 
ly help deplete their physical re¬ 
sources. On the other hand a glance 
to fine-leg where there is a fields¬ 
man on the fence may well provide 
two runs if there is a semblance 
of inisfielding, and the strikei 
would need to get to the bowler’s 
end quickly, turn and be ready for 
the chance. 

Having completed a run and 
in the process of turning for a 
second always turn towards that 
side of the ground on which the 
ball is struck. This may sound 
complicated but it isn’t. 

A right-handed striker who 
makes a cover drive .should, on 
turning for the second run, ground 
the bat with his left hand and 
turn towards cover. When making 
an on drive he would ground the 
bat with his right hand and turn 
towards the on side. 

You may think such a point is 
trivial. It is not. Most run-outs 
occur by the narrowest of margins 
and these refinements are the very 
things which make all t h e • 
difference. 

Good running is a joy to watch 
and an even greater joy to implex 


ment. Its dangers lie in slow star^ 
ing and indecision. If both bats¬ 
men run immediately the ball is 
struck, it is amazing vdiat they can 
achieve and how difficult it be¬ 
comes to run them out. 

And don’t overlook the great 
value of running between wickets 
as an adjunct to disorganisation of 
an attack and a fielding plan. 

So long as the covers may re¬ 
main deep and short runs are not 
taken, so long will they enjoy the 
advantage of being able to cut off 
fours which otherwise might get 
through. Judicious short running 
may pull them in and provide ma¬ 
jor scoring opportunities. 

With a left-and a right-hand bats¬ 
man operating together, the con¬ 


stant scoring of singles causes the 
field to change over and forces the 
bowler to repeatedly change his 
direction. No bowler likes that and 
very few can prevent it having 
some effect on their accuracy. 

Batsmen should observe which 
fieldsmen are quick, which are 
slow, who can throw fast, who 
can’t, whether a man is right or 
left-handed, whether he is approa¬ 
ching the ball on his throwing 
side or not. There is literally no 
end to the subject. 

Quite recently I was amused 
when two chaps were going for a 
run and the striker called out so 
loudly we heard him in the pavi¬ 
lion, “Come two—he has a glass 
arm.’* TTie same result could have 
been achieved without ehtbarras- 



The right way, facing 
the fielder 



‘n*e wrong way, back to 
Haidar 


sing the fieldsman and revealing 
to the Helding captain what he had 
obaerved. 

Even thou^ a runout appears 
inevitable, never give up. Many a 
batsman has made b t a ground 
safely because the wicketkeeper, 
in his excitement over a chance, 
has fumbled the ball, or when Ae 
fieldsman has failed to gather 
cleanly or thrown wildly in his 
urgent attempt to beat the bats¬ 
man. If you give up the chase, you 
give ad^d time and confidence to 
the fielding side who are less like¬ 
ly then to fall 4nto mror. 

Should you accidentally drop the 
bat in running, it is mostly quicker 
In keep going than to stop and re¬ 
trieve it. The bat can be safely 


picked up after the run is 
completed. 

Despite every precaution run¬ 
outs will occur. More (rften than 
not no doubt exists as to who is 
to be the victim. But occasionally, 
through a misunderstanding, both 
batsmen find themselves in the 
middle and a run-out for somebody 
Is inevitable. 

If one of them is a recognised 
first<]ass bat and the other a rab¬ 
bit, the latter should immediately 
sacrifice his own wicket by making 
certain he gets into the positiiim 
which ensures be gets trapped. 
That is one of die rare cases where, 
in the interests of the team, the 
better batsman has a right to be 
selfish and allow his partner to be 
sacrificed. 

Finally, don’t fmget to learn the 
rule about a substitute runner. 
You never know when (a) you 
may need one or (b) when your 
artner may need one and jrou will 
ave to run with him. It would be 
a pity if you were run-out simply 
because you didn’t realise that 
when striking, both you and your 
substitute are vuliM^aWe. The 
striker may be out stua^^ or run¬ 
out even thou^ his substitute run¬ 
ner is behind the crease. And the 
striker may be out if his substitute 
is guilty of “handling the ball” or 
“obstructing the field”. 

It takes a long time to become 
a really first-class runner, but I do 
urge all players to realise the im¬ 
portance of this phase of cricket, 
^ere is great pleasure to be deri¬ 
ved from it. apart altogether from 
the rewards. 

Fubliahers: Rupa ft Co. 

(to be continued) 
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Brearley looks ahead 


OU could see how much strain 
has been mixed into the glor> 
knu summer of Mike Brearley as 
thaw passed the buttered scones 
and maat'paste sandwiches and lis> 
tened to the rain beating on the 
taa tent at Chelmsford. 

“The pressure,” says the man 
who has led England to Ashes vic¬ 
tory “does get relentless.” 

You find yourself aching for a 
moment of peace, for an hour or so 
whan you're not thinking about 
tactics or worrying your batting 

average." 

Brearley, perhaps surprisingly 
for a philosophy don, clearly frets. 
About the autumn rain which hat 
frustrated Middlesex's drive to 
ke(q> the county championship. 

About his Test average of 27 
“not really enough," he says with 
a shake of the head — and per¬ 
haps most of ail about his delicate 
otition in the raging political 
attle over Kerry Packer's circus. 

It is no secret that Brearley, des¬ 
pite his establishment role, is an 
activist in the matter of advancing 
players’ financial powers. 

Middlesex players are the most 
militant in the land and when you 
ask him about the new emphasis 
on money the wearying claim and 
counter claim, he snaps: “Well, do 
you think county cricketers are 


paid enough? No they’re not. It is a 
simple fact of life. 

“What is happening now is only 
the first outbreak. We have had 
this lovely, changeless ume and 
now there are upheavals. It is in- 
eviuble. The world has changed. 

“What has to be done—and it 
is quite difficult — is to keep some 
sort of balance." 

..rearley is candid about that de¬ 
licate line beyond which the pres¬ 
sures can become dangerous. "My 
mind is turning to three or four 
weeks complete break. 1 haven’t 
made a decision about where to 
spend it. I want to get it right, 

"I've been lucky in the support 
I’ve received from Tony Greig. 
He’s an energetic, intelligent bloke 
and when he threw hit weight be¬ 
hind me, when he showed that 
whatever else was going on around 
him, he was going to really play, 
we were on our way. 

"My only regret is that I didn't 
get more runs. I think the cap¬ 
taincy must take something away 
from your own game. 

“Still, it’s been a good year. 1 
know 1 can take an England team 
to Pakistan and New Zealand in 
good shape. A lot of work has been 
done.” 

— JAMES LAWTON 



Brearley points to a spot on 
the Oval pitch . . . Under¬ 
wood and Willis look on 




Close 

looks 

back 


The bald head 
and the wide jaw 
in death alley 


IWRIAN CLOSE IS railing it a day. 

Or is he? At any rate his days 
with Somerset are over. Gloucester 
are interested, especially if they 
lose Mike Proctor to Packer's 
circus. 


When 1 met Close he was fight¬ 
ing to lead Somerset into the Gil¬ 
lette Cup final . . . and set up his 
own warrior’s farewell. The rain 
cheated him. But I ruminated on 
that great expanse of jaw clamped 
around a piece of chewing gum 
and revolving endlessly. 

And of the bald head that thrust 
fo};ward in some death alley near 


the wicket, providing ricochet faci¬ 
lities lor neighbouring fieldsmen. 

“Yes", he tells you, “it would be 
nice to go out with-a bit of a bang. 
I've always had one concept of 
cricket. It is to win, and if you 
cannot win you mustn’t lose 

“There have licen a few hills and 
quite a number of valleys in my 
careei It would be .satisfying in a 
very deep way to go out on top, 
especially with this damned good 
young Somerset side.’’ 

Close, at 46 the oldest player in 
the county game, still giggles 
boyishly, usually when he suspects 
he IS beginning to take himself 
seriuu.sly. 

What cannot ever be concealed 
in his passion for the game. He 
cried when he lost the England 
captaincy. Not out of seif pity but 
sheer frustration that he had been 
chopped down simply because he 
had Icllowed his second law --- 
thou shalt not lose — to the point 
to go .slow tactics of Edgbaston in 
a county game. 

His influence on Geoff Boycott 
and Ray Illingworth has been im¬ 
mense and freely acknowledged, 
and when you ask him about the 


Beventt exttavaganra at Trent 
Bridge and Hradingiey he grunts 
and says; “The so and so got him¬ 
self out twice ” 

Young Somerset players have 
complained that he is too hard a 
task master, too sharp a critic, and 
then awakened to read that one 
day they will play fur England. Ian 
Botham is already an emerging 
star in Test cricket. 

Says Close- “Perhaps I could 
have dune more, individually. But 
I have been a bit obsessed with the 
team effort. I can honestly say 
that I never thought: ‘Right, I’m 
going to get myself 100 today.’ 

“At times I used to think some 
people made an industry out of 
knocking me But the game has al¬ 
ways given me enough compensa¬ 
tion, enough satisfaction." 

In fnci, before thi; last season 
cf injury and sickness, he had 
amassed 34,386 runs, 52 centuries, 
taken, ai high personal risk, 789 
catches and claimed, as a seam and 
spin bowler, 1167 wickets. 

He may not have been a great 
batsman. Nor a great bowler. But 
be is hard to imagine a finer 
cricketer. 

— JAMES LAWTON 
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Alan Knott—a sad farewell 


nOB TAYLOR is a superb wic- 
" ketkeeper of the unobtrusive 
school who, at 36, richly deserves 
the Test career that is belatedly in 
the offing for him over the next 
few years. 

But of all the painful by-products 
of Kerry Packer’s infiltration into 
cricket, nothing grieves me more 
than the thought that I shall never 
again see Alan Knott keeping wic¬ 
ket for England. 

Apart from one Test on the New 
Zealand tour of 1970-71, when Ray 
Illingworth devised a chance to 
bestow Taylor’s only England cap, 
Knott ha.s been unchallenged king 
of the stumps since he replaced 
Jim Parks for the last two Tests of 
MCC’s West Indies tour in l%7-68. 

_That adds up to 86 Tests out of 
87, or 64 in a row .since he was res¬ 
ted Only Gary .Sobers (85) and Ian 
Chappell (71) have bettered that, 
and even the .Sobc-rs' record would 
have fallen hut for Illingworth’.'! 
gesture to Taylor in New Zealand. 

in all, Knott has played in 88 
Tests, the extta two again.st Paki¬ 
stan in 1967 under Brian Clo.se 
Since that was also the year I .start¬ 
ed covering Test cricket, and mis¬ 
sed the New Zealand leg of Uiing- 
worth’s tour, Knott has been Enp- 
land'.s ’keeper in every Test I have 
seen except foi John Murray’s four 
10 years ago and Paiks's three in 
the Wesr Indies under Cowdrey. 

No tvonder 1 shall miss him. He 
is almo-st as familiar to me as my 
typewriter, and much more eflec- 
tive. With itie single exception of 
Sober.s, who was incomparable, no¬ 
body over the years has given me 
greater pleasure to watch. 

Hi.s own severest critic, Knuti be¬ 
lieves that be reached the peak of 
his wicketkeeping skill between 
1968 and 1971, but refused to re¬ 
veal in what respect he considers 
he has deteriorated. 

“I’ll tell you when I retire,” he 
laughed. “But you’ll probably see 
tor yourself when you watch Bob 
Taylor. He could eat me fur break¬ 
fast as a ’keeper, no kidding.” 

Well, for a man with 250 Test 
wickets, that is just about a.s mo- 
’dest a comment, and generous a 
compliment, as it is possible to 
give. And it reminds me to say 
that of all the England cricketers 
he has played alongside (and there 
are a staggering 62 of them) — or 
five and a half teams! — Knott and 
Basil d’Oliveira have been least 
affected by their fame. 

There are some who will say that 
10 years of Test cricket have 
soured Knott, making him less 
cfaivalrous on the field and more 
cynical off it. But to me, his is 
simply an older version of the 
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puckish, bright-eyed 21-year-old 
who — supreme irony — won back 
his England place from Parks on 
the strength of his batting. 

Knott had gone to the West In¬ 
dies as the wicketkeeper in posses- 
■sion, have kept against Pakistan in 
the last two Tests of 1967, but be¬ 
ing displaced by Parks in the first 
three Tests in the Caribbean be¬ 
cause of Parks’s better batting. 

"The tour selectors reckoned 
they might need some runs from 
Jim!’’, he recalled with a rare edge 
ill his voice. “Would you believe 
it? The order started Boycott, 
Edrich, Cowdrey, Barrington, Gra- 
veney, d’Oliveira and they still 
wanted to bolster the betting! 

“As it happened Jim kept bril¬ 
liantly, especially on an impossible 
wicket in the battle-riot Test in 
Kingston, but couldn’t get a run! I 
came in at Port of Spain, where we 
won after Gary’s declaration, and 
helped Colin Cowdrey save the ser¬ 
ies in the Georgetown Test. I was 
lucky to play such an important 
innings so early in my career.” 

In the interests of perspective 
it had better be pointed out that 
the “important innings” so styled, 
amounted to 73 nor out in almost 
tour hours during which Sobers, 
Gibbs and Hnltord whipped through 
110 overs of assorted spin with 
never fewer than four, and some¬ 
times as many as seven fielders 
breathing down the batsmen’s 
necks. 

Cowdrey made 82 and shepherd¬ 
ed Knokt through the first two and 
three-quarter hours of it. But for 
the last 70 minutes the youngster 
had only Snow, Lock, Pocock and 
Jones to help him stave off defeat, 
which he achieved with the last 
man at the wicket. 

It was an innings of staggering 
coolness for a 21-year-oId, and one 
that left no doubt at all that one 
was watching'a star. The only luck 
he and Cowdrey needed was that 
under intense pressure from crowd 
and players, umpires Cortez Jordan 
and Cecil Kippins, interpreted the 
Ibw law so fairly. 

Batsman could pad the ball away 
from outside the off-stump without 
playing a stroke in those days, but, 
with Cowdrey and Knott using 
their pad.s almost as often as their 
bats — more often against Gibbs’s 
over-the-wicket off-spin — Jordan 
and Kippins had dozens of chances 
to give the batsmen out. 

Cowdrey was eventually given 
out to Gibbs, perhaps erroneously, 
and Snow to Sobers; but it was an 



Alan Knott... in 88 England 
appearances he has played 
alongside a total of 62 pla¬ 
yers — and of them all, 
through John Thicknesse’s 
admittedly ‘rose-tinted spec- 
Ucles* Knott and d’Oliveira 
have been the least affected 
by their fame 

impressively fair exhibition of 
umpiring. 

The day had started with Eng¬ 
land collapsing from 33 (or none 
to 41 for rive. I remember it more 
vividly than any in India on MCC’s 
last tour. 

It was also the day I got myself 
a pair of rose-tinted spectacles for 
watching Alan Knott. They are in 
perfect condition, and priceless, it 
kills me to think that in fuure I 
may have no more use for them. 

—^ JOHN THICKNESSE , 




Englaad captain Brearley receives a Blue Max electronic 
watch for Dcujilas Dorsett, chairman of Decimo Ltd. All pla¬ 
yers were presented watches—they are the second set of 
conquerors to be so honoured after the Hilary-Tenaind team 
scaled Mount Everest 
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AUSTRALIA - BATTING 



T 

I 

N.O. 

R 

H.S. 

100 

K. J. O’Keeffe 

3 

6 

4 

125 

48* 

mmm 

M. F. Melone 

1 

1 


46 

46 

MW 

G..S. Cheppell 

D. W. Hookes 

5 

5 

9 

9 

— 

371 

283 

112 

85 

1 

R. B. McCosker 

5 

9 

w. 

255 

107 

1 

K. B. Wehors 

5 

9 


223 

88 


M. H. N. Welker 

5 

8 

1 

151 

78* 


C. $. Serjeent 

3 

S 

_ 

106 

81 


R. W. Marsh 

5 

9 

1 

166 

63 


I. C. Davis 

3 

6 


107 

34 

MW 

R. 0. Robinson 

3 

6 


100 

34 


R. J. Bright 

3 

5 

1 

42 

16 

MW 

J. R. Thomson 

L. S. Pascoe 

5 

8 

1 

59 

21 


3 

5 

2 

23 

20 

MW 

K. J. Hughes 

1 

1 


1 

1 

MW 


so Ct Avg« 

— 3 62.50 

— — 46.00 

1 6 41.22 

2 1 31.44 

1 5 28.33 

2 S 24.77 

1 1 21.57 

1 1 21.20 

2 9 20.75 

— 2 17.83 

— 4 16.66 

— 2 10.50 

— — 8.42 

— — 7.66 

— — 1.00 

CENTURIES : Chappell 112 at Manchester; McCosker 107 at Nottingham. 

CENTURY WICKET rARTNERSHIW: 103 (4th wicket) Serjeant- 
Walters at Lord's; 100 (9th wicket) Walker — Malone at The Oval. 


BOWLING 
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M 

R 

Malone 

342 

24 

77 

Thomson 

1205 

44 

583 

Pascoe 

826 

35 
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Bright 

433 

27 

147 

Walker 

1640 

88 

Ml 

O'Keeffe 
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37 

3o5 

Chappell 

234 

5 

105 

Walters 

36 

1 

10 

Five wickets in an innings ; 

Malone 


W 

Best 

5wl 

Avge 

6 

5^3 

1 

12.83 

23 

4-41 

M. 

25.34 

13 

4-80 

MW 

27.92 

5 

3-69 

M. 

29.40 

14 

3-40 • 

WW. 

3935 

3 

1-25 

MW 

101.66 


0 


0 — — _ 
for 63 on Test debut at The Oval. 



Cricket correspondents’ 
choice of the best England 
batsman, btmler and Austria 
Han batsman, bowler of the 
series. The wiimers Willis 
(left). Boycott and Chappell 
with their prise — SCiO 
Jubilee crotims each 




STATE BANK 




A rang* of highly-officiont. 
quality pans which axcal 
in parformanca yaar aftar yaar 
Availabia in many dasigns 
and shadas. 

camlin 

PENS, 

JOtTEII BALL PENS 
Ir REFILLf 


r^s 



OF BIKANER AND JAIPUR 



AT YOUR SERVICE 
WE SHALL WELCONE 
YOUR ACCOUNT 
AT 

ANY OF OUR BRANCHES 
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Vou need 

lODBX 

the nib that heah 

Other balms may 
relieve pain. lODEX 
heals while it relieves. 
Because it contains 
iodine. 

There's only one balm 
for muscular and joint 
pains—lODEX. 




lODBx-puts you Imh in ntinn 


LINTAS-IOOEX.12.101 G 
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Thr Dhvan CluiKt Internat-ionai Hostel 4l the National Institute of S^iorts Patiala 


Greater comfort for stars 


M oil BACH the palatial man 
sioit built about 100 years 
ago by u formei Maharaja of 1*a 
tiala, which has been housing the 
National Institute ol Sports since 
1960, has added to its vast and va 
ried complex and bcautitullv I nil 
gaidtns a Rs 14 lakh new hosiil 
block named aftci hotkey wi/aid 
Major Dhvan Cband 
Works and Housing Ministit 
Sikandbi Bakht lecintly inautuia 
ted the double storey lompltx 
which has bten constructed prima 
niy to accommodatt national li\el 
players who attend vaiious to.it h 
ing camps evtiy year Iht nuniboi 
of suth camps has mounitd liom 
five in 1970 when R L Anarid look 
o\ei as NIS Dircttoi to SO m 1976 

Designed bv S K fatana a stn 
lor arthiiect of Puniab I nnersit> 
and tonstrut ted bv tht CI’WD 


under Superintending Engineer A 
K Singhal the new 112 bed hostel 
piovides cubicles lor three persons 
each hating separate cupboaids, 
tables, side lacks, common bath and 
toilet with all modern fittings and 
hot water facilities 

Accoidiiig to Ditcttor Anand 
the designing has been done in 
surh a mannei that the living aiea 
of SIX peisons is wedged by a sit 
ting plate in between the two 
bving apaiiments These living 
units aic will lighted have fans 
and spacious covered outdoor 
sletping balconies There art also 
piovisnns for atcommodatmg coa 
(hes and officials 

As against the high tt iling 
spidwiing rooms of the < Id jiahte 
whith had originallv been designed 
for piintts the new hostel rooms 
have been tonccived with the ob 


in training 

teetive of maintaining the safety 
of the interiot and keeping noise 
at the lowest 

The construction of the hostel 
IS a departure from the common 
concept of a dormitory which 
would have one big room for six 
persons and putting three on each 
side of the wall with a space in the 
middle, closely resembling a hospi 
lal ward 

The kitchen has been designed 
oil modern lines At the back of 
the kitchen is a two room servants’ 
quditers with a verandah and at 
tached bath and toilet Opposite 
tilt dining hall is a lounge for 
about “50 persons which heightens 
tht grandeur of the hostel 

Cooling arrangements in the dm 
ing hall and a television in the 
Icunge will add to its modernity 
— AVINASH SINGH 



Ami Ghia—youngest captain 


MI GHIA has achieved a laie 
distinction this vear At 20 
says national coach Tti Pal Singh 
Pun of the National Institute of 
Sports, Patiala, she is the youngest 
captain of the Indian women s bud 
miiiton team She* has been appoin 
red skipper of the six member 
squad that will take on Malaysia 
in then Uber Cup match at Kuala 
Lumpur on December 14 and IS, 
later this year 

Born in Gujarat but now wot king 
with the Railways in Bombay, Ami 
has been the national champion for 
the last four years and the uncon 
quered queen of the Riilwavs ever 
since she joined it three ycais ago 
Ami feels the Indian team will 
cettainly tare bettei than they did 
in their last Uber Cup clash with 
Mala/sia at Lucknow m 1975 “We 
are irore confident naw , she says 
Another strong point act oi ding to 
hei, the present team has is that 
‘ we have been training regularly ” 
Knewn tor her rich repertoire 
of strokes, Ami’s weakest point, 
however, has always been her pool 
stamina She bamboosles the oppo 


nent with deceptive drops and a 
remarkably neat display at the net 
but she has on more than one oc-> 
casion been in trouble when pitted 
against a physically stronger rival 

rhanks to the stress on the phy 
sical conditioning at the recent 
coaching camp at the NIS, Ami not 
only looks more fit but she also 
feels so This has made her stron 
ger mentally, too, for the tough 
task ahead 

“What has hampered our display 
against foreign teams”, explains 
Ami, “is lack of international ex 
penence” She supports the idea 
of sending the women’s teams 
abroad as fiequently as the men’s 
“I can’t explain why our officials 
don’t do It’ , unassuming India 
champion says 

Ami, with Karnataka’s Uma Mur 
thi, has been instiumcntal in the 
Railways’ winning the thaddha 
Cup, the emblem of supremacy in 
the women's badminton Utna has, 
hrwever, switched hei loyalties to 
the Union Bank of India now 

— SW CORRhSPONDENT-^ 
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Cosmos are coming 


K ing Pelc, the 'black pearl*, put the North 
American Soccer League (NASL) on its feet. 

And now Phil Woosnam, NASL commissioner, 
has no doubts that the league will not only walk to 
its next goal, but it will strut there. 

Undoubtedly Pele, the most recognised and 
exciting player in modern times, was the catalyst 
who brot^ht the foreign sport of soccer acceptance 
in America. 

Everywhere else, soccer is known as football. 
The United States already has a football, but the 
Brasilian Pele made room for another football in 
New York. 

"We’re ahead of schedule,” Woosnam said in a 
recent interview with the news agency Associated 


Press. “Pele has moved us idiead of schedule by 
three or four years." 

Pele, who retires et the age of 36 on October 1, 
gave soccer in America recognition and respectabL 
fity. He also carried Cosmos, tiie metropolitan New 
York team to integral to growth, to the 1977 NASL 
championship this year. 

Pele’s arrival with Cosmos in June 1975 paved 
the way for the club to import other world<laBS 


the way for the club to import other world<laBS 
players like Giorgio Chinaglia of Italy and Frans 
Beckenbauer of West Germany. This high<priced 
talent paid off in the league championship in New 
York, the best place to get anything off the'ground 
— whether it is a new soccer league, a new hair¬ 
style or a new line of clothes. 


How Cosmos lured ‘Kaiser’ 


F ranz beckenbauer — 

finest soccer player? You could 
argue about that, with players like 
Johan Cruyff still kicking a ball 
about in Barcelona It might be 
more profitable to look at the 
record. 

Until two months ago, whem he 
signed for a reputed 2B million 
dollars to play tour seasons for 
New York Cosmos, Beckenbauer 
was captain of the world-champion 
soccer club, F. C. Bayern of 
Munich. He had a nickname — 
Kaiser —• which spoke volumes, 
and he was capuin of the world- 
champion soccer nation. West Ger¬ 
many, for which he made 103 ap¬ 
pearances in the national colours 

He holds the title of European 
Footballer of the Year At 31 he 
is in his soccer-playing prime. He 
is the obvious candidate to cap¬ 
tain West Germany in its defence 
of the World Cup in Argentina 
next year, though Cosmos now have 
a say about that 

The record aside. Beckenbauer 
is a ballplayer of superb skills and 
inventiveness, the kind that evokes 
&om a crowd deep-drawn roars 
of appreciation more often than 
the sudden howl that greets a fine 
shot at goal. 

A rare prize, indeed, for Cos¬ 
mos, one that would have seemed 
unrealisable a few months back 
But the idea of acquiring Becken¬ 
bauer bad been in the mind of 
Clive Toye, president of Cosmos, a 
g^ deal longer than that, and it 
started to bMome a reality last 
Ssqitember when, Toye says, "I 
want on a fishing expedition” 

At the time. Cosmos were in 
BeWum on a post-season tour. 
Toye gave the team two days off 
and drove with his chief coach, 
Gordon Bradley, into Germany, to 


So buck up you Bagaa men, 
put your best foot forward 
. . . there may be a few mil¬ 
lion coming your way if Toye 
sets hie eye on you! 

Mohun Bagan play Cosmos 
on S^ember 22 

Bochum on the Ruhr, where Ba¬ 
yern was to play that afternoon 
"We discovered that the team was 
staying at a little country inn 
called Der Krumme Weg (The 
Crooked Way),” Toye says, “and 
that the players were just about 
to sUrt their pre-game lunch 

“Gordon and I knew Dettmar Cra¬ 
mer, the coach of F. C Bayern, 
well and he invited us to join 
them. We turned the talk to soc 
cer in the US, and we also asked 
whether Gorden might spend a 
month with Bayern that winter 
studying its methods.” 

So in October, over Bradley 
went. He took a genuine refresher 
course, but he also infiltrated the 
camp, and he finally broached the 
subject of playing with C^mos to 
Beckenbauer. After many hours, 
dinners and meetings, the German 
star began to see the point of 
coming to the US. 

In November Toye went over 
with a financial man. "We kept up 
total security,” says Toye. “taking 
cabs to the middle of the woods in 
Munich, changing houses and cars 
three times in an evening. Any early 
publicity would have been disas¬ 
trous. The pressures on Frans 
would have been too heavy — as 
they almost turned out to be.” 

Beckenbauer was going off in 
December to play in me World 
Cup champions^ against Cru¬ 
zeiro of Brazil. The team was lea¬ 
ving on the 26th, and he wanted 
to have some firm proposals to 
look at while he was there. On 


Christmas Eve Cosmos rushed a 
tormal offer on pimer to Germany 
by courier, and at 5 a.m. Christinas 
morning Toye got a call in New 
York from Robert Schwan, Franz’s 
maiia^r. "He woke me even before 
my kids did,” says Toye. Schwan 
said that they were looking at the 
offer very seriously. 

Beckenbauer made his mind up 
five weeks later He told the Ger¬ 
man officials that he was going 
to Cosmos, and everything seemed 
settled. But then trouble started. 
Beckenbauer’s teammates, most of 
them World Cup veterans, started 
in on him. So did the officials of 
the West German Federation 

He was offered the ^ob of natio¬ 
nal coach when he retired. Adidas, 
the West German sportswear manu¬ 
facturers, offered to double his 
contract. It was all too much for 
the Kaiser. He cabled Toye in New 
York, saying forget it. 

"I let it lie for a while,” says 
Toye. "Then I thought, I’m 3,000 
miles away, and sitting next to 
Franz are people like Helmut 
Schon, the German national coach. 
If he were away from this pres¬ 
sure, would he change his mind? 
I went back to Munich for one 
more try. That was in mid-March. 
1 told him he owed it to himself 
to come to New York and take a 
look around.” 

So in April Beckenbauer flew 
over without publicity. Toye took 
him up in a helicopter to show him 
the Manhattan skyline and then 
across tile Hudson to New Jersey 
for a look at the Giants’ Meadow- 
lands Stadium. That did it. “We 
shook hands on the deal,” says 
Toye. "After that it was attorneys’ 
work.” 

Courtesy: Sportt Illuatrated 
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FnuB Bedcenbauer, f«r- 
merly of Bayern Munich or 
‘Kaioer Franr’ as fans in the 
Bavarian capital call him, ban 
been known to hobnob with 
heads of State and resuiarly 
socialises at the Boyrcuth 
Warner festival — but only 
when his services are not re¬ 
quired on the field of piny- 
T h e 31 year-old suponotar 
was voted European Foot¬ 
baller of the Year by qnirts 
reporters from 28 countries 
in a poll conducted by France 
Football frf Faria in January. 
He was also awarded the 
Federal Order of Merit, an 
honour be richly deserves, 
having done more for his 
country than numy a politi¬ 
cian or diplomat With more i 
than 100 capv to bis credit 
Fram Beckenbauer has ma¬ 
tured into a tireless midfield 
fighter and exemiilar) cap¬ 
tain with an illimitable blend 
of unremitting effoit and 
l»i.» I levs talcnl — N VI VND V 
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I AM ACCUSED 


VII Censure for 


KL report 


*V^HE new office-bearers of the 
^ Indian Hockey Federation are 
making a new kind of history by 
cenraring manager of Indian teams 
to Muijor international events. In 
Just over two years, at the end of 
the "Ashwini Kumar reign,” the 
IHF has humiliated and insulted 
two officials — one for no fault of 
his and the other for alleged mis¬ 
management. 

I was the first to get its lash 
vvhen the federation, meeting six 
months after the Kuala Lumpur 
triumph, pointed an accusing fin¬ 
ger at me The members passed a 
resolution stating that I was be¬ 
ing censured for releasing to the 
press my “Kuala Lumpur Report,” 
which 1 have always maintained 1 
never did. 1 protested, appealed to 
the federation and clarified my 
position* they wouldn’t believe me 
To this day they have not sent me a 
copy of their resolution. 


What went wrong between Kuala 
Lumpur and Madras I don’t know. 
Instead of appreciating my good 
work they literally banged me. 
Consider the IHF’s line of action 
and compare it with the Punjab 
Government's magnanimous ges¬ 
ture and you have a complete 
picture. 


While we were doing our “Vic¬ 
tory Dance” at Kuala Lumpur, res¬ 
ponsible men in Chandigarh, 
among them the Punjab Chief 
Minister Giani Zail Singh, were so 
elated with India’s brilliant show-- 
ing that they announced my pro¬ 
motion as Director of Sports, Pun- 

{ ab — a post that had elud^ me 
or 13 years — and Gurcharan 
Singh Bodhi’s elevation to the 
rank of Deputy Director. That was 
some reward, a rich incentive that 
was widely welcomed. 


The second man to be censured 
was Wing Commander R. S. Bhola. 
a iarmer Olympian like me, who is 
now on the mat. While I was 
**Mnished” for building up a good 
aide, singlehanded, Bhola was 
shown the door for pulling it 
Where was the justice or 


I was extremely disappointed 
and shocked to know of the fede¬ 
ration’s decision at its meeting on 
September 12, 1975. The members 
of the august body did not appear 
to have gone dirougb my report 
carefully, else they would not have 
taken such a drastic step. K care¬ 
ful study of the report will reveal 
dtat 1 had nowhere criticised the 
umpiring or the arrangement at 
Kuala Lumpur. On the contrary, 1 



praised the organising secretary 
and congratulated them on the suc¬ 
cessful completion of the tourna¬ 
ment within the specified period 
despite the extremely unfavourable 
weather conditions that upset many 
a scheduled fixture. 

I drew the attention of the IHF 
towards two telegrams that I sent 
to the president of the federation, 
M A. M. Ramaswamy One said. 
“Report not released. Letter fol¬ 
lows.” The other said* *Ref your 
letter September 11 Censure re¬ 
sult of misunderstanding. Supple¬ 
mentary report follows.” 

I once again reiterated that I did 
not release the report. It was the 
result of a deep-seated intrigue 
against me. I do not believe in 
creating sensations nor do 1 want 
cheap publicity. The mere fact that 
I took my cwn.time in preparing 
the report bears testimony to my 
sincerity and should have convin¬ 
ced all members of the federation 
executive that 1 had not the least 
intention of seeking any publicity 
by going 10 press directly 


Shocked 

The IHI- president with whom 1 
had or 1 seemed to have huiit a 
good rapport at Kuala Lumpiii 
should have known me well hv 
then It shocked me that the tin 
fortunate decision was taken bv the 
IHF executive at a meeting that 
Ramaswamy himself chatted 

Technically the IHF played no 
role in the preparation of the 
team It did not come in the pic¬ 
ture at all until the time of depar 
ture of the team All arrange 
ments regarding participation of 
the team at Kuala Lumpur were 
made by the Punjab Government 
and the Ministry of Education, 
Government of India The entire 
money for the camp and foreign 
exchange involved in sending the 
team waa provided by the Punjab 
Government. Even uie departure 
of the team to Kuala Lumpur was 
in doubt till the last moment and 
was made possible by the tactful 
handling of the situation by the 
Ministry of Education and Social 
Welfare, Government of India, and 
Umrao Singh, Revenue and Sports 
Minister, Punjab 

Ramaswamy came into the pic 
ture only after his arrival at 
Kuala Lumpur. I fully recognised 
the good part played by him at 
Kuala Lumpur and said in ms 
first report: "I am grateful to ail 
my friends who were present in 
Kusla Lumpur and helped the con- 
tinunt in vkrious ways. My spe¬ 
cial thanks are due to M. A. M 


THE GOLDEN 
HAT TRICK 


MY HOCKEY DM 



(as told to Samuel Banerjec) 


Ramaswamy, president, Indian Hoc¬ 
key Federation, whose presence 
was most beneficial for boosting 
up the morale of the team and was 
also a source of inspiration to all 
roember».” 

I did not think it proper to write 
moie details about what he ha'd 
done for the team at Kuala Lum¬ 
pur as It would have only caused 
him unnecessdrv embarrassment. 
Foi the same reason again, I did 
not purposely mention the fact 
that he had paid customs duty on 
behalt of members of the team at 
Madras All membeis of team were 
cetiainlv gi aleful to him 

But the nation perhaps does not 
know that Ramaswamy deducted 
the (ustoms duty paid on behalf 
ot the plavers fiom the money 
raised fiom exhibition matches on 
nui letiirn home Each player got 
puises minus the customs duty 
Ihe Prime Minister, who takes in¬ 
terest in sports teams, ordered the 
waiving ot lines imposed on play- 
eis bv the customs 

If th< IHF was piqued to my 
mention ot the standard of umpi¬ 
ring It IS mistaken I wiote abso¬ 
lutely nothing which should have 
been found objectionable by the 
IHF or for that matter by any 
sports loving individual or body 
The relevant part of my report on 
umpiring says: 

*’It has been observed that uni¬ 
formity in the interpretation and 
implementation of rules in inter¬ 
national tournaments is quite often 
lacking To ensure uniformity, the 
FIH should arrange clinics and 
seminars as often as possible. 

“This feet was admitted by FIH 
President Rene Frank in Madras 
in January 1976 and FIH hat de¬ 
cided to hold clinics. And it pro¬ 
ved my point. 

“The standard of umpiring in 
India and in internatiotMl tournn* 
ments is sometimes quite different. 
Indian umpires, who go to intorna- 
tional meeu, should on their re- 
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nod seminimi 
f« tht MMlit «f hoRM umpiret. 
The itenderd of unpiring in ell> 
Indie tournemenU idiould be ■« 
near to the ftenderd of umpiring 
in international tournaments as 
possible. 

‘Tn India, players are quite often 
in the habit of appealing and show¬ 
ing resentment against decisions 
of the umpires through gestures. 
It has been experienced at many 
places in our country that unwar¬ 
ranted gestures rouse the senti¬ 
ments of the crowd and thereby 
lead to an invasion of the ground 
or manhandling of the umpires and 
on several occasions matches are 
abandoned. On the other hand, um¬ 
pires in international matches are 
very strict. A slight resentment, 
retaliation and unwarranted ges¬ 
ture from a player results in imme¬ 
diate warning-off orders which up¬ 
set our players thereby adversely 
affecting their performances. 

*Tt is, therefore, very important 
for us to train our players to get 
used to playing undtr strict umpir¬ 
ing, equivalent to international 
standards. No latitude should be 
allowed to the players in this 
respect. 

"The practice of showing green, 
yellow and red cards should also be 
introduced in our country in var¬ 
ious all-India tournaments. (This 
has been done by the IHF since 
then). Time of play should be 
kept outside by the judges as is 
done in international totirnaments. 
At Kuala Lumpur, but for a couple 
of umpires, the standard of umpir¬ 
ing was on the whole satisfactory.” 

Even a cursory glance will show 
that there was nothing in the re¬ 
port to invite adverse comments 
from any source whatsoever. On 
the contrary, Major-General E. 
D’Souza and Prithipal Singh, the 
two official representatives of the 
IHF at Kuala Lumpur, had actual¬ 


ly crlttctstd the atant^ard ^ 
ing in utair Joint raport. 

Again a< far aa the FIH or the 
Tournament's technical committee 
is concerned, I did not write any¬ 
thing adverse- Rather, I wrote with 
restraint. As manager of the team, 
it was my duty to mention in my 
report all difficulties which I en¬ 
countered as also the problems that 
caused me a lot of tension, during 
the tournament. Had these pro¬ 
blems not been there I would have 
paid more attention towards the 
welfare of the players. I am, how¬ 
ever, convinced that what I did 
was in the best interest of Indian 
hockey and with the avowed object 
of enhancing our prestige abroad. 

Protest 

Perhaps the IHF had my protest 
in mind when it thought of pulling 
me up. It did not view my actions 
objectively. Many matches had to 
be postponed due to rain. The im¬ 
portant Pakistan-New Zealand 
match was abandoned in the second 
half when Pakistan were leading 
1-0. The players of both the teams 
went to the dressing rooms. After a 
long wait it was decided to resume 
the match at another stadium, five 
miles from the original venue. This 
unprecedented and shocking deci¬ 
sion of the committee delayed the 
start of the Indo-West German 
match at the same venue much 
earlier. 

It .was quite clear to us that our 
match would remain incomplete 
for want of light. In spite of pro¬ 
tests from managers of both the 
teams the match was allowed to 
start. We were one up in the first 
half and scored another goal in the 
10th minute of the second half, off 
a penalty corner taken by Surjit. 
The German goalkeeper protested 
against bad light. Our goal was dis¬ 
allowed! Both umpires held mid- 



9^ cm^tationa and wnllced via. 
The technical delegatea abandoiwd 
th* match. Our pwyera protested, 
wanting the technical committee le. 
continue the match. Since It waa 
really getting dark, I adviicd the 
boys to cool down. The technical 
committee members left die venue 
with the ruling that the match will 
be replayed. Ihe pro-Indian section 
of the crowd was angry and want¬ 
ed the match to be resumed for 
the remaining jieriod only as had 
been done in case of the match be¬ 
tween Pakistan and New Zealand 
earlier. 

The technical delegates avoided 
meeting me. It was late in the eve¬ 
ning when I succeeded in meeting 
the technical committee delegate. 
At about 10 p.m. I wu handra the 
revised programme for the next 
day with the Indie-West Germany 
match Hated as a replay. I lodged 
a protest. It was rejected and the 
decision conveyed to me a little 
afer 11 p.m, I immediately filed an. 
appeal. 

Rene Frank's presence in hie 
capacity as chairman, jury of ap¬ 
peal, was necessary to examine my 
appeal. He arrived a little after 
midnight. Long discussions were 
held bur thev had no way out. How 
could they apply dificrent yard¬ 
sticks to the same problem? A de¬ 
cision was deferred. We were asked 
to play Australia at 7 the next mor¬ 
ning, only 12 hours after cur last 
match. It was a pity we had no 
member on this committee to see to 
our inerests. 

It took two days for the organi¬ 
sers to inform us of the rejection 
of our appeal and order of replay 
of the match against West Ger¬ 
many. It was for the first time in 
the history of hockey that an aban¬ 
doned match (Pakistan-New Zea¬ 
land) was allowed to be resumed 
after a consideable lapse of time 
for the remaining period and that 
too at a new venue. 

1 knew this was against the rules 
— I only wanted to press my point. 
West Germany were no push-overs; 
they had won the Olympic gold in 
1972. We had the advantage of 
gaining an early lead and I was 
only wanting to drive home a point 
on the strength of a precedent. My 
impression then was that the FIH 
president was unhappy with die 
decision of the technical delegates 
in completing the abandoned Paki¬ 
stan-New Zealand match at a new 
venue and later applying a diffe¬ 
rent yardstick to the India-West 
Germany match. Fees for both the 
protest and the appeal were refun¬ 
ded to me because the organisers 
knew my protest was fool-proof 
and they did not wish to change 
their decision. Has this ever been 
done anywhere? 

The FIH has now made this a 
rule: an abandoned match can be 

overUmf 
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Table tennis 


r am accused 

from p 23 

completod at a new venue. Why 
mould the FIH fight shy of pres- 
ttM its point and asserting its 
right? I was trying to press my 
team’s claim. 

lb my report I had narrated only 
a part of the information. A lot 
more about it was said in the 
world press. Even Pat Rowley cri¬ 
ticised many things in much har¬ 
sher tones in the official magazine 
of the FIH. The FIH never thought 
it necessary to reprimand him or 
even contradict him. It really sur¬ 
prised me why the IHF became so 
cut up and misinterpreted my 
honest report. 

Hie censure resolution hurts me; 
it was a grossly unfair and wrong 
decision by the IHF. Hie least this 
august body could have done was 
to have given me an opportunity to 
explain my position either in per¬ 
son or in writing. But it appears 
that the members were in a hurry. 
They perhaps had no time to hear 
me. This, to put it mildly, was 
against all canons of justice. I am 
constrained to conclude that the 
decision was a premeditated one. I 
never expected such maltreatment 
from the IHF, whose prestige I bad 
upheld and enhanced with devo-* 
tion, self sacrifice and a missionary 
zeal. The federation forgot the 
amount of suffering I had endured 
during the camp at Chandigarh. 
My father died, and my wife suf¬ 
fered a crippling haemorrhage. I 
never ini$.sed a single session of 
training. Besides the.se two mis¬ 
haps, my two younger suns were 
to appear in the Higher Secondary 
and Matriculation final examina¬ 
tions. For two whole months I did 
not visit my home which was bare¬ 
ly a mile and a half away. I kept 
buttling between the University 
campus where I stayed with the 
team, and the PGI where my wife 
lay unconscious. Isn't it ironical 
that the IHF thought it fit to re¬ 
ward me wih a censure for my 
completely selfless service to my 
cause of hockey? 

I could have easily gone to press 
when 1 was censured but 1 deli¬ 
berately avoided it as I never 
wanted to enter into controversy 
and io damage the fair name of 
Indian hockey and sportsmanship. 
1 received a large number of letters 
from my friends and fans who de¬ 
cried the action of the Indian Hoc¬ 
key Federation. 

I appealed again to the IHF for 
a reversal of the censure motion, 
but iiave not heard from them. I 
am still to get any official intima¬ 
tion of the censure resolution. I 
wonder if they have the guts to 
send me onci 

(Concluded) 

Copyright: Balbir Singh, Vikas 
Pttbliuling House Pvt. Ltd., New 
Del^0 002. 


*4 


Old Jagannath is gold 


UDALORE JAGANNATH looks 
^ a spent force today. But when 
you face him on the other side of 
the table, the illusion fast 
disappears. 

Jagannath, who works in the 
Railways, won the men’s singles 
trophy and the prize money of Rs. 
1600, in the Times of India Tennis 
Tournament. And while he did 
that, no one could remain uncon¬ 
vinced that “Old is Gold”. The final 
was a fitting climax to Jagannath’s 
campaign. He beat 19-year-old C. R. 
Ramesh Babu, the pre-match fa¬ 
vourite, in a spectacular final. By 
doing this, Jagannath got his name 
inscribed on the trophy for the 
fifth time. This includes a hat-trick 
of wins from 1969 to 1971. 

The Indian women’.s champion, 
Indu Puri, who too works in the 
Railways, seems keen to emulate 
Jagannath. She has won the title 
for four years, and has completed 
a three-in-a-row performance this 
year. In the final this time, she out¬ 
played the second-seeded Rita Jain 
in four games. Indu Puri was 
simply a class apart from the 
others. Yet she got just Rs. 750 as 
her prize. The finalist got Rs. 575 
and the semi-finalists Rs. 300 each. 

' At 32, Jagannath is the oldest 
player among the front-rankers in 
India. And he has remained there 
for almost a decade. On the other 
hand. Karnataka’s Ramesh Babu 
has had just a couple of years in 
the senior ranks. He has always 
been rated as a potential interna¬ 
tional star. Most of the top Indian 
men have lost to Babu. But the fact 
that he has been .somewhat steady 
in giving inconsistent performances 
has robbed him of a better 
standing. 

Jagannath has, in contrast, al¬ 
ways been solid. This year itself, he 
has now won four tournaments, 
after a lay-off. Jagannath has come 
to have a sixth-sense that makes 
him adapt his game instantly to 
different players and different 
situations. The way he is going, 
isn't it likely he might win the na¬ 
tional title again? At least, he’ll 
surely retain his place at the top 
for some more years. 

Ramesh Babu started well. He 
attacked at the first chance, and 
his fast top-spin drives left Jagan¬ 
nath dazed. Adding to Jagannath’s 
embarrassment were some superb 
drop-shots by Babu. Forgetting the 
first game as a bad dream, Jagan¬ 
nath tried to take control by slow¬ 
ing the pace of the game. His 
synchronised pushing made Babu 
cautious, and then the veteran took 
over. After covering up from be¬ 



hind, he produced some fanUstic 
attack to win the second game. 
Yet, Jagannath suddenly lapsed 
into errors in the third. The last 
two games he won through sheer 
tactical play. He kept the pace 
slow, forced Babu to avoid his 
point-winning drives and hit with 
deadly suddenness. The match 
fini.shed with the remarkable scores 
7-21, 21-19, 16-21, 21-19, 21-15. 

Rame.sh Babu overcame his team¬ 
mate, B. K. Arun Kumar, in the 
semi-finals. Arun Kumar lost by a 
hair’s breadth, in five absorbing 
games. He tried hard to restrain 
Babu from attacking, with his in- 
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Iftdu Puri . . . fourth win 


telligent variations >n hack-spin 
‘JThough he sucteedeo ir his pur¬ 
pose for quite some tiiiir, Arun 
Kumar lost mainly because he was 
very nervous to expennieni And 
he showed a glaring lack of sta¬ 
mina tor a defensive player. Bnbu 
used his accurate drops to advaut- 
age. Realising that both knew each 
other’s game very well, Eabu play¬ 
ed .sale lor tust one aim — win¬ 
ning. His tactics paid off after a 
full hour 

Jagannath, though, was not 
afraid to take risks. His attack ra¬ 
ther than his defence saved him 
against Manmect Singh, R. Sekhar 
and Sudhir Phadke. Intere.stingly, 
Jagannath had a close fourth game 
in the last-four rounds. Me beat 
Manmeet 23-21, Sekhar 21-18, 
Phadke 21-19, and Babu too 21-19. 
Except against Phadke, he was 1-2 
down in the other matches. Obvi¬ 
ously Jagannath realises that at 
this stage of his career; winning 
isn’t everything, it’s the only thing 

Top seed, Manjit Dua, conceded 
a win to the eighth-seeded Babu at 
11-15 in the decider. “I played with 
fever . . . even the round before 
that”. When 1 asked him why he 
played at all, and if he thought he 
could win while unfit, his nod look¬ 
ed a bit arrogant. "There was a 
lot of pressure on me to partici¬ 
pate. From a great many sides. 
Yeah, for glamour, say”, Did he 
remember at 11-1.5 he was 10-5 up 
in die same game? "The pressure 
(on my physical condition) became 
too much," he said. "I just could 
not go on”. 

The men’s quarter-finals gave'tbe 
spectators all they had hoped for. 
R. Sekhar, the manner in which he 
lost to Jagannath, deserved a bonus 
over the Rs. 400 he got. Sekhar 
looked the winner throu^out, but 
Jagannath did not leave him and 
won 18-21, 21-11, 20-22. 21-18, 22-20. 



Manmeet Singh 


R Hari, also of Tamil Nadu, fol¬ 
lowed Sekhar's example, but again 
the defensive opposition finished 
belter. Arun Kumar won in four 
games. Sudhir Phadke, ais .0 a basi¬ 
cally defensive player, foxed Pan- 
kaj Butalia in three easy games. 
This was quite a surprise b^ause 
Butalia had upset Vilas Menon in 
the earlier round. The way he won 
that match, Butalia looked serious 
about doing more. But Phadke was 
just too good. 

In the semi-finals, however, 
Jagannath proved too good for 
Phadke. But it was more Phadke’s 
performance than his opponent’s. 
He was just too erratic. 

The women’s singles attracted 
the minimum of interest. Indu 
Puri’s win was an early inference. 
The Delhi champion, Gtteti Tha- 
dani, who was expected to do well, 
lost to B. Usha of Andhra Pradesh 
in the quarter-finals. Through the 
match Geeti turned out some im¬ 
mature conduct. She was obviously 
unhappy with the table. But didn’t 
both players have the same condi¬ 
tions? While young Usha went 
about her job coolly, Geeti un¬ 
necessarily lost her composure. 

Geeti Thadani is the Indian 
girls’ champion, and nobody denies 
she has a great future. It is amaz- 


lag rfie doesn’t seem lo know fiiat 
Meat and victory are both pan 
I. ’ the ^une. And if, at 16, she has 
farm otten dtat there is something 
calM table manners, nothing can 
be more regrettable. 

B. Usha got a walk-over from 
Geeti Thadani, in the girls’ singlet 
semi-finals. In the final, she faced 
Assam’s Monalisa Barua. Even 
while losing, Usha managed to get 
the title of the outstanding per¬ 
former in her section. Moniuisa 
Barua overcame an attack of ner¬ 
ves to make a marvellous re* 
covery. She finally beat Usha at 
21-16, 18-21, 19-21, 21-19, 21-17. 

The junior boys came near to 
taking the limeli^t away from the 
seniors. Chiefly because of Rajat 
Kathuria of Uttar Pradesh. Oi^y 
14 and virtually unknown, he made 
the final with astonishing ease. Hit 
first good win was over seventh- 
seeded Alok Lai in the pre-quarter¬ 
finals. Then he licked Vinay Goal, 
who had upset India-ranked DauUt 



Ram earlier, in three easy games. 
Delhi’s most promising prospect, 
Parthiv Vyas, just got outclassed 
by l^jat in the semi-finals. This 
was quite a surprise as Parthiv had 
beaten third-seeded Curfew Roy 
21-11, 21-7, 21-13 in his last match. 
Nishith Vyas also lost in the semi¬ 
finals. 


^ Rajat Kathuria, who had coach¬ 
ing in South Korea last year, 
showed an incredible capacity for 
hitting top-spin winners. His ser¬ 
vices were so deceptive and bad so 
many variations that even Man¬ 
meet Singh and Parthiv Vyas, 
known for their ability of returning 
services well, gave him many 
points. With a little more experi¬ 
ence of important matches, Rajat 
should mature into a great 
prospect. 

The men’s doubles prize went to 
Sudhir Phadke and G. Jagannath. 
R. Sdchar and R. Hari finished 
runners-up. Gurinderjit Kaur of 
Delhi won over Taru Bhargava of 
U.P. to claim the sub-junior girls' 
singles. In the boys’ section. Par¬ 
thiv Vyas avenged his defeat in the 
Western India Championships by 
beating Gautam Hazarika. 

— DEEP ^GAR 
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Mridula Shastri receivie« tlM 
MfUaranr award foe 1977 from Lata 
aiaai, wife of Free Freaa Joamal 
^orts Editor, at the BaJ Bhuwan 
awimmiiic competition held in 
Chatkopar, Bombay. The *Vaniila* 


Sanjay Chandani 




Aitandji Dossa, the well-known cricket atatistician, who 
completed 60 years recently, receiviiM a memento from 
Vijay Merchant at the Combined (Sicket Committees' 
prixe distribution in Bombay 
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Honours for 
Dumra 

I NDIA**, indeed Celcutte’i, ace 
oarsman, Sumant Dumra, has 
returned with full honours from 
die Par East Amateur Rowing As¬ 
sociation Regatta held recently in 
the Kuala Belait Boat Club in 
Brunei (North Borneo). 

Against some very stiff opposi¬ 
tion, Dumra emerged champion in 
the singles sculls event defeating 
along the way such well known 
scullers as H den Herder of the 
Kuala Belait Boat Club, B Capper 
of the Royal Singapore Yacht Club 
and, in the final, A C Wimbush of 
the Royal Hong Kong Rowing Club 

In dilficult conditions over the 
1000-mette riverine course, Dumra 
triumphed by 2 lengths against a 
tough tompetitni who, up nil then, 
had set the lastest liming toi the 
event Dumia was sponsored by 
Macneill & Magnr I.td 

Calcutta was al.so represented in 
the coxless pairs by Ashok Mehta 
and Kamal Duita ol ihe Lake Club 
and they performed extiemely well 
to reach the semi final round where 
they were defeated by the reigning 
champions Iroin the Roval Hong 
Kong Club 


Independence 

A BRILLIANT roarguard display 
^ in tha aacond half of tba ra- 

g layad final enablad Oil India of 
luliajan to retain tha coveted In¬ 
dependence Day Cup at Nowgong 
with a 2-1 win over Assam Polka 
who were all over their opponents 
in the first half and should have 
scored at least thrice. . 

Skipper Gilbert Sangme’s smart 
goal was, however, die police 
team’s only consolation and en¬ 
abled them to cross over with a 1-0 
lead Oil India fought back bravely 
in the second half and soon found 
gaping hole* in the usually reli¬ 
able Police defence. Khanikar 
equalised with a fierce long range 


Day football 

drive end Phukan clinched die 
iaaue in favour of the oilmen from 
Upper Aasam widi a brilliant 
header. 

The margin of 2-1 could have 
been wider had not Khanikar muf¬ 
fed a penalty by driving straif^t 
into the body of Police goalie Xoli- 
muddin. The firat meeting between 
the two glamour teams of Assam 
football had ended in a 1-1 draw. 

In the double-leg semi-finals. Oil 
India defeated Ontse State Foot¬ 
ball Association XI 4-0 and 2-2. In 
the other half, Assam Police swam¬ 
ped Ambala Heroes 3-1 and frO. 

— DWARIK SARMA 



Exhibition tie 


t’T'HE Calcutta senior division soo 
cer league champion. East Ben¬ 
gal Club were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Burnpur United Club in an ex¬ 
citing and well-contested e.'chibi- 
tion tie before 15,000 spectator* 
at the Burnpur football stadium, 
near Asansol. The first half was 
blank In the second half, Ranjit 
Mukherjee of East Bengal scored 
from a melee. A few minutes later, 
Swaran Singh of Burnpur United 
levelled the scores 


Burnpur United Club won for 
the fifth year Budha Senior Soccer 
Shield when they beat Howrah 
OSA 2-1 at Asan-tol recently. 


,SW Correspondent 


Sumant Dumra 



I N 1976, the Calcutta Cricket St 
Football Club invited several of 
the city's ‘social’ clubs to partici¬ 
pate in a five a-side football tourna¬ 
ment for the first time. The idea 
was aucceaaful enough to be given 
an annuel status and betwMn July 
30 and August 6 the CC4eFC held 
its second such tournament. 

Played entirely under floodlights, 
the tournament attracted 15 teams 
from ten club*. These were the 


CCFC 

5>a-side 

soccer 


The CCFC team 
(from left): B. S. 
Guha, Vece Paes, 
E. Jennings, R. 
Deane, A. Bose 
and R. Thapa. 
winners of the 
five - a - side 
tournament 


Bata Club, CC\i C, Dalhousie In¬ 
stitute, Internatioixal Club, Rac¬ 
quets Club, Royal Calcutta Golf 
Club, Saturday Club, South Club, 
Calcutta Swimming Club and Tolly- 
gunge Club. 

The tournamtnt was essentially 
for proficient — but not "profes- 
sional” — footballers and among 
the big-name sportsmen who re- 

E resented various teams were hoc- 
ey Olympian Vece Paes, Davis 
Cuppers Premjit Lall and Jaideep 


H INDUSTHAN CABLES lifted 
the 54tfa DEWAR football 
shield defeating Central Sports As¬ 
sociation, Chittaranjan, 3-1, in the 
filial at Kulti Stadium, near Asan- 
sol, recently. 

— NANI GOPAL PAL 


Mukherjea, Mohun Began hockey 
stalwarts R. Deane and Eugene 
Jennings. Footballers of yesteryear 
Chuni Goswamy and Pranab Gan¬ 
guly also took the field and the 
International Club was represented 
by a team of Franco-German 
nationals. 

The teams were first divided into 
four groups that played on a lea¬ 
gue basis. The top two in each 
group then pIaved.off on a knock¬ 
out basis For eight days the tour 
nament provided exciting fare. In¬ 
cessant rain reduced the field to a 
slushy marsh during the second 
week, adding a touch of humour. 

The ultimate winners were the 
CC&PC team, with the CFC and 
International Club taking second 
and third places, respectively. 

— STANLEY PINTO 


( 
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Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS BACKACHE SPRAINS 


Hast Action for Quick Roliof 

Gontly rub in Sloan s Balm or apply 
tha litjuid liniment The powerful 
ingredients penetrate deep generate 
heat and increase blood circulation 
—to relieve pam fast 

Won't stpin clothes 
Unlike most pam balms and 
liniments Sloan s Balm and Sloan s 
tmiment am non greasy non staining 




Same formula 
in two forms 
to choose from 



New Camlin Sheving Cream is 
the most economical shaving 
cream you can buy today 


In 


Try this economic 
test yourself 

Take no more than 12 nim 
^ of Cannlin Shaving Cream on a 

wet shaving brush Briskly whip up lather See* 
a little Camlin Shaving Cream goes a long long way 
So little cream so much lathei Now shave with 
Camlin—economically Every morning 

This is the proof of economy 

Of course you know what this simple test proves 
You can get a lot more shaving comfort out of a 
Camlin Shaving Creatti tube Its profuse and 
stable lather makes sure you don t have to use any 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary 



from the makers of Camlin Shampoo 


More than 170 Shaves 
For only Rs 5 50 
(Taxes extra) 


A 


CAMLIN rVT LTD 
Cmmcttci Oivtown 0»mS«|r 
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T he National Pwr Con> 

teat it an eagerly awaited event 
which ia held at duferent centrea 
all over the country. The hands 
are net by our indigenous experts 
who manage to produce some ex¬ 
cellent Bpecfanens though at times 
defects and inferior para cre^ in. 
In order to maintain a consistent 
standard I think the work of se^ 
ting should not be entrusted to one 
man but to atleast two or prefer¬ 
ably to a panel of three persons as 
is generally dona for World Par 
Contesu. 


The Par tatter this' year was 
West Bengal’s Shanti Sen, a ve¬ 
teran player who is held in high 
esteem both in his home state and 
at National level. He hat also had 
the distinction of rapresantlng In¬ 
dia in International contests. 

Rare are two of his pars which 
particularly appealed to me: 


nil 

K 10 8 5 2 
A K J 10 3 2 
10 6 


N 

S 


A 

nil 

9 8 7 6 

AKQJ9432 

The contract is "7 clubs" after 
West has made a preemptive ope¬ 
ning bid of *3 spades’. East makes 
an asking bid m diamonds in reply 
to which West announces first 
round control of the suit Opening 
Lead: S K Take it from there. 


The contract would be impreg¬ 
nable if West has one or more 
diamonds but the bidding has an¬ 
nounced his void 


Correct play is to ruff your use¬ 
less Ace ot Spades in dummy and 
ruff a low heart in hand. The ‘nine’ 
appears from West. The Heart Ace 
is a marked card with East so 
dummy is entered with the Club 
ten and the heart King is pulled, 
jf East covers, declarer ruffs pin¬ 
ning West’s knave Trumps are 
drawn (East is void) That gives 
declarer twelve tricks on top and 
the thirteenth comes from a criss¬ 
cross ruffing squeeze on East. De¬ 
clarer plays off all his trumps but 
two coming down to: 

nil 

10 8 5 
A K J 
nil 


W 


N 


nil 

nil 

9 8 7 6 
4 3 


E 


nil 

Q 7 6 
Q 5 4 

nil 


The penultimate trump is played 
discarding the diamond knave from 
dummy and East’s goose is cooked. 
If East diKards a diamond 
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Lby JIMMY MEHTA«4 

declarer simply cashes Dummy’s 
Ace and King, ruffs a heart to get 
back to his hand and claims two 

g ood diamonds. If East discards a 
sort, dummy is entered with the 
D A and the eight or ten of hearts 
played ruffing out East’s Queen. 
Dummy it now high. 

It does East no good net to 
cover the heart King for South 
sheds a diamond, ruffs a heart 
high in hand and operates the 
same squeeie. Neat, Isn’t it? Did I 
say South’s Ace of spades is use¬ 


less? Well in a 7 clubs’ contract, 
bflt that it the card which I diink 
stops E.^W frimi making *7 spades*. 

Now for the other one: 

10 9 8 6 5 2 
A 5 
A 9 
K Q 9 

A K J 
K 4 2 

10 8 7 6 5 4 3 
nil 

Your L.H.O. opens "3 clubs." 
You can take it that this if in 
eight-card suit—Shsnti loves eight 
card preemptai Opening Lead: D 
3. Contract "5 N Thia one if 
not easy. 

Anyway, I’m going to give you 
a hint so if you don’t want hints 
raid no further. 

The epade Quaan is singlaton 
with East — You can wwk out for 
yourself whatbor this is good or 
bad but beforo you docido uko 
anothor look at that apada suit 
Until nant weak.. 


How much do you know ^ 


by HOSEY MISTRV 

1. How does a hockey umpire 
indicate a corner? 

2. During the entire weightng-in 
are wrestlers entitled to step 
on the scales as often as they 
wish’ 

3 In football, can a goal be 
scored direct from a corner’ 

4 When is a game in chess won? 

5 How much should a weight- 
lifter weigh to compete in the 
super-heavyweight class? 

6. What IS a winning hazard in 
billiards? 


7. Can there be four rounds in 
an amateur boxing contoat? 

ANSWERS: 

1 Point one arm at the corner 
fUm neerer to the point where the 
ball crossed the goal-line. 2. Yes. 
3 Yes. 4. The game is won for the 
player who has meted the oppo¬ 
nent’s king, or for die playm 
whose opponent declares he re¬ 
signs. 5. Over 110 kg. 6. It is made 
when a ball, other than the cue- 
ball, is pocketed after contact widi 
another ball. 7. No. Only three. 




OF TCNNfS 




Absolutely the most 
difhcult part of tennis 
is smiling and 
shaking hands at 
the net when you 
have just been 
slaughtered. 



•ItntoBilKMHM . , 


ThankyouwiCfjfame. 


z* 
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^l&CHESS 


*^H1S GAME shows how a deli* 
^ cate balance is held in the 
deeply anal^ed fighting variations 
in ttie opening. As R. Sridharan 
points out, a slight deviation from 
the narrow path, as White’s 20th 
move, can turn the tables. Notes 
marked (RS) are based on those 
by R. Sridharan. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: D. V. Prasad 
Black: R. Sridharan 


(Karnataka Championship, 1977) 
1. PK4, PQB4 2. NKB3, PQ3 3. 
PQ4. PxP 4. NxP, NKB3 5. NQB3, 
PQR3 6. BKN5, PK3 7. PB4, QN3 
8. QQ2. QxP 9. RQNl (a) QR6 10. 
PBS (b) NB3 11. P*P, PxP 12. NxN. 
PxN 13. PKS (c) PxP 14. BxN, PxB 
15. BK2, PKR4 (d) 16. NK4, BK2 

(e) 17. 00, PKB4 18. RN3, QR5 19. 
PB4. PxN (f) 20. QB2?, QR4! 21. 
QxP. KQlt 22. KRl Kg) KB2 23. 
QN6? (h) BQ2 24. QN7, QB41 25. 
KRQNl, QRQNl 26. QN3, BQ3 27. 
QQ3. PK5I (i) 28. Qt^P, RxR 29. 
RxR. QK4 30. QxQ, BxQ 31. PBS. 


BQ5 32. BJt(»tF. BitP 33: BK2, BQS 
34. RKR3, RQNl 35. PN3, PB4; 
White resigns. 

(a) An important alternative 
here is 9. NN3 as in Bpassky-Fis- 
cher World Championship match 
game which went: 9. . . QRS 10. 
BxN. PxB 11, BK2. PKR4 12. 00. 
NB3 13. KR], BQ2 14. NNl and 
White eventually won. 

Instead of 11. . . PKR4 Portisch 
played 11. . . BQ2 12. 00, NB3 13. 
PBS, NK4 14. PxP, PxP IS. BRScTi, 
KQl against Tal in the tie-breaking 
tournament 1976 and won in mid¬ 
dle game complications. 

Another variation after 9. NN3 
is 9. . . NB3 (instead of 9. . . QR6) 
10. BxN, PxB 11. BK2 or 11. NR4. 

(b) 10. PKS is not much in vogue 
now as analysis favours Black. 


(c) 13. BxN, PxB 14. BK2, QR4 
followed by 15. . . BK2 gives Black 
solid play (RS). 


(d) Dn IS. . . BR3 White's best 
is 16. QxB, QxNch 17. KBl (RS). 

(e) If 16. . . KB2 17. 00 with 
good attacking prospects (RS). 

(f) This critical position occur¬ 
red in the game Kavaiek-Fischer, 
Souse Interzonal 1967. There White 
played 20. QB3 and drew. Accord¬ 
ing OTCelly’s analysis after 20. 
KRll, BQ2 21. QB2, PB4 22. QxP. 
Black still difficulties to overcome. 
Prasad, who had come prepared, 
and played rapidly, missed the 
sequence (RS). (See next game). 


(g) If ntiW 2!2: (2KBP/ (|i^ w 
dianges Queens, As a resnit of his 
weMc 20th move White's atta^ng 
chances for the piece sacHfloe.are 
insufficient. 

(h) Better 23. KRI>N1 hamper¬ 
ing the development of Black’s Q& 
white’s Queen moves are futile im 
allow Black time to consolidate his 
position. 

(i) Preparatory to force ex¬ 
change of (Queens after which 
Black’s extra piece easily wins in 
the end game. 

Benkovich-Mykhin 
(USSR 1976) 

With some transpositions 19 mo¬ 
ves as above. 20. QB3, (>xRP 21. 
BQII, BB4ch 22. KRl. RBI 23. 
BRScbl, KK2 24. RxR, KxR 25. 
QxPI, KK2 26. QxBch. KQl 27. 
QQ6ch, BQ2 28. RN7. QRSch 29. 
BQl, QN2 30. QB7ch, KKl 31. 
BRSch, KBl 32. QQ6ch. QK2 33. 
RxB and White won. 

END GAME 

Last week's ending % V. A. 
Korolkov (FIDE Tourney 1962): 

White: Kf8; Bd6; P’s<4, e2. 
Black: KhS; Bgl; Nh4; P’s-e3, fS. 
Win. 1. PcS. Pf4 2. Pc6. Pf3 3. Pxf3, 
Ng6ch (or 3. . . Pe2 4. Bg3, Nxf6 

5. Pc7. Bh2 6. PcSQ, Bxg3 7. Kf7ch 
etc wins) 4. Kf7. Ne7 5. Bxe7, Bh2 

6. Pf4, Bxf4 7. BgS!, Pe2 8. Bxf4, 
PelQ 9. Pc7, Qc3 10. BeSch!, QxeS 
11. Pc8(}ch and mates. 



SPORTSWEEK's 


Watch out 
for 

the third 
contest 
in 

the 

conning weeks 

First prize: 

Rs. 100 

Second prize: ' 

Rs. 50 

Third prise: 

Rs. 25 


rpHE response to SPORTSWEEK’s Spor the-Ball 
contest ... 2 wa.s, as usual, overwhelming. As 
many as 8,418 entries were received. But no one 
was able to hit the spot, However, eleven-year-old 
Sandeep Chaudhary of Kailash Colony, New Delhi- 
24 came very nearer to the spot. Our congratula¬ 
tions to him and he will get the lirst prize of 
Rs. 100.-. 



Spot-the-Ball 
Contest... 2 


Suresh Shah of Gautam 
Nagar, Bomba y-92 and 
Marcelina Sequeira of Bom- 
bay.lO, who were a little far¬ 
ther from the spot, will re¬ 
ceive the second and third 
prizes of Rs. 50/ and Rs. 25/- 
respectively. 

P. V. A. Adhvaryu, Bom- 
bay-57, Mukund V. Josfai, 
Bombay-66 Anil Mahale, 
Bombay-2, K. Hariharan, Bom¬ 
bay-53 and Akaljot Singjt, 
Jaipur were not near-enough 
to win the prizes. We wish 
them better luck next time. 

We congratulate' all win¬ 
ners. Their prizes will be 
despatched within three 
weeks. 
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motuju. SANGm squash 



The Cricket dub of Indie teem 
won the ennuel Motilel Senxhi Cup 
Squeeh Leegue in Bombey last 
week, winning ell their four met- 
chee. The United Services Club 
teem were the runners-up. The 
other teems were. Bombey Gym- 
kfaene, Willingdon Club end Otters 
Club. 

The women’s team title was won 
by WUlingdon Club. 

A distinguuhed gathering of 
leading squash players of the city, 
the organisers and sportslovers 
were present at the prue distribu¬ 
tion held at the United Services 
Club on Saturday night. 


The winners all. Above: The 
Cricket Club of ImUa team 
with captain Fali Madan 
holding the trophy. Below: 
The Willingdon women’s 
team with captain Nausfaad 
Mdita in centre 


Basketball 
probables’ list 
pruned 

HE exclusion of Railways’ Arun 
Kumar fiom the short list of 
probables for the ninth Asian bas¬ 
ketball squad is shocking The Ba* 
ketball Federation of India has 
pruned the list of probables from 
20 to 16 at the end of the first 
coaching camp at Patiala 
Others who have been axed in¬ 
clude Mohammed Yousuf of Maha¬ 
rashtra and Zorawar Singh of Ra¬ 
jasthan Ram Gobind of Haryana 
did not report for the camp 



Arun Kumar 


All the players who have been 
dropped are forwards and shooters 
Consequently, there are ei^t cen¬ 
tres among the 16 probables 
Arun Kumar played consistently 
throughout the Pre-Asians and de 
served a break 

The following 16 have been re¬ 
tained: Han Dtttt, Om Prakash, 
Ramjtlal, Radhesbyam N K Singh 
and Subramaniya Raia (all Ser 
vices). Hanuman Singh and P tram- 
jit Singh (Railways), Vijavaia 
ghavan, Kamlakar Reo and S K 
Panda (all Bihar), Pratap Smgh 
and Raman Gupta (Rajasthan) 
Parthasaratby and Selva Kumar 
(Karnataka), Harsaran Singh 
(Delhi) 

— Javed Akhtar 



The WUllngdea women’s teem ceptain, Naush^ Mehta, 
receivliif tlie team chempionahip cup from Mr. Moghe, tlm 
(Aiid Secretary, Mtfianwtira Government. Others in pie 
arm from left: Firdaua Jehongir, the tournament secretary, 
Mra. MUkgbe and Mr. Mahendra Kumar San^i 
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THE INQUILAB 

WINS FIRST PRIZE FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN PRINTING 

Of all the Indian language publlcationa in the country “The Inqullab" has been 
adjudged the best and awarded the First Prise for excellence in printing by the 
Government of India. The award was presented in New Delhi on September 7. 


“THE KAHKASHAN” TOO! 

Our sister publication, “The Kahkashan*' Film Fortnightly, has been awarded the 
Second Prise and a Certificate of Merit. 


CASH IN ON OUR AWARDS 

Just think of the bonus benefits that you as an advertiser would stand to reap 
In addition to offering you an exclusive, affluent, influential readership, consisting 
largely of self-employed people of various communities with a substantial discretionary 
income, the INQUILAB DAILY and KAHKASHAN Film Fortnightly offer you the best 
reproduction for your advertisements that modern, sophisticated offset printing 
technology can offer. 

The INQUILAB and KAHKASHAN are the most effective media in Urdu, a lan¬ 
guage which, according to the last census, is the third most-wideiy spoken language 
in the industrially advanced city of Bombay. 

No wonder the INQUILAB and KAHKASHAN offer such excellent value for your 
every advertising rupee 

INQUILAB PUBLICATIONS Pvt. Ltd. 

i56D, J. Dadajee Road, 

Bombay 400 034. 

Putallahera of: SPORTSWEEK • SPORl'SWEEK’S WORLD OF CRICKET 
SPORTSWEEK ANNUAL 
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The one-record meet 


Albert* JuanlweilB 


A SOLITARY world record dli- 
Unguished the ineugurel 
three>day World Cup sthletic meet 
et Dueeeldorf. 

The honour fell on the USA’s 
sprint ouertet (Bill Collins, Steve 
Reddick, Cliff Willey and Steve 
Williams), who clocked 38.03 secs, 
to better on t^ir , countrymen's 
world mark of Je.l9 secs, establish¬ 
ed by Larry Black, Robert Taylor. 
Gerald Tinker and Eddie Hart In 
1972 at the Munich Olympic Games. 

Anchored by the fattest man of 
the meet Steve Williams, the USA 
quartet displayed perfect under- 
tunding between the runners dur¬ 
ing the three baton change overt to 
add an extra edge over ueir forte, 
superlative speed. 

The hero of the Montreal Olym¬ 
pic Games, Cuba's Alberto Juanto- 
rena (Americas), once again walk¬ 
ed away with honours giving an 
encore of a splendid double of bag¬ 
ging the gold in ihf 400 and 800 
metres runs. 

It was the second time that 
Juantorena and Kenya’s Mike Bait 
(Africa) were clashing over the 
metric half mile. A week earlier at 
Zurich, the Cuban had bnuhed 
ahead. 

Set a fast pace by India’s Sriram 
Singh, as in Montreal, Juantorena 
and Boil were locked in a neck-and- 
neck struggle in the last 80 metres, 
and it was Alberto’s famous final 
kick that '3w the Cuban finish half 
a meirt .ilu ad of the Kenyan with 
a fine timing of 1 min, 44.03 secs 
fractionally ouUide his own year 
old world mark. 

Two days later, Juantorena chalk¬ 
ed up a fine double winning the 
re-run of the one-lap 400 metres 
run returning a timing of 45.36 
tecs. 

Another athlete to chalk up a 
double was Poland’s Irena Ssewin- 
ska (Europe) winning the 200 and 
400 metres sprints. On the opening 
day she won the shorter event com¬ 
fortably clocking 22.7 secs. 

In the longer race, initially Irena 
was challenged by *e Euroiwan 
Cup winner Marita Koch (GDR), 
who had the advantage of drawing 
the inner lane (third) and able to 
chase 3l-year-old Irena m the o;.:ier 
lane (fourth). Merita ran shoulder 
to shoulder with the older woman 
till they hit the home stretch when 
Irena pulled away with a fine 
burst. 

Steve Williams of the USA, who 
missed the Montreal Olympics due 
to injury, scored a narrow win over 
GDS^ EugeiuRay. Williams was 
timed at 10.13 secs. But the smooth. 


talking Dwight Stones, who ap¬ 
pears to be the best high jumper 
b the world, was beaten again -;- 
he loat in Montreal too—-by GDR s 
Rolf Beilschmdt. 

What in effect was the upset of 
the meet was the massive defeat 
suffered by that superb athlete 
John Walker in the 1,500 mcires. 
The world champion did seent 
pect even before the start of the 
World Cup when he told an inter¬ 
viewer that he was “tired" and felt 
he wouldn’t be able to keep pace 
with Steve Ovett of Great Britain, 

. who is known for his powerful 
finishing. 

In the end Ovett won tjaslly 
enough with Walker limping 
wards the finish. Ovett's triumph 
was a loud answer to his critics, who 
feel he runs only when choses, 
avoiding many meets and hence de- 
feau. Here Ovett finished 15 metrM 
ahead of his rival West Germany’s 
lliomas Wesslnghage with a time 
of 3:34.5, the second fastest in the 
world this season. 

The other fine performance came 
from lanky bespectacled hurdler 
from USA, Olympic gold medallist 
Edwin Meses. With efficient techni¬ 
que over the hurdles, he covwed 
400 metres in a fine timing of 47.58 
which was 0.13 sec. outside his re¬ 
cent world record but better than 
his Montreal performance. He was 
so superior to his seven rivals that 





Irena Ssewinska 
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GETTWO 
EXIRASM 


EXTRA 

SAFETY 


SCOOTER lYRE 


Ounlop K99 ensures there's no 
slip between the road and 
the grip. Because it offers you 
a built-in safety tread extended 
to the tyre shoulder, plus 
stronger improved casing for 
unmatched reliability No matter 
what the road conditions, you're 
safer on K99 scooter tyres. 


EXTRA 

MILEAGE 


Dunlop K99 gives you more 
mileage than ever before, the 
reasons being Dunlop's new 
tough rubber compound 
and stronger, improved 
casing Together they make 
light work of the roughest 
road conditions, withstand all 
the wear and tear involved 
in scooter driving. 

For extra safaty, extra niiaaia 
thera's just ana scaeter tyra— 
Diiaiap K9B. 
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toy the best, buyOuntop tyres 
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Maxi Parlu ... die man who 
cost the USA a relay and 
title win 

he finKhed ten metres of his nea¬ 
rest contender V o 1 r k e r Beck 
(CDR) 

The concluding day was one of 
tragedy for the USA team, trailing 
by a paltry two points in the men's 
team tally before the last event, 
the 4 X 400 metres relay. They 
only had had to get the better of 
the GDR team with a medal to 
clinch the issue A pulled muscle 
cost USA the victory. Anchor-man 
Maxie Parks was all set to finish 
with a triumph for bis team when 
he pulled his left hamstring muscle 
to come a cropper, which enabled 
the GDR to finish fourth and USA 
not on the board. 

However, the GDR were unable 
to chalk up a team double when 
thdr relay quartet anchored by the 
fastest woman of the meet Mar- 
lies Oelsner lost to the better ex¬ 
change of Rest of Europe, and the 
team title. 

The third athlete to notch up a 
crediuble double was Ethiopia's 
battle scarred long distance runner 
Miruta Yifter (Africa). He won 
both the gruelling 5,000 and 10,000 
metres. While the 10,000 metres. 


on the opening day was run. at a 
snail’s pace (w nuns. 323 secs.), 
the shorter event on die concluding 
day was run at a faster pace and 
saw Miruu with a final spurt in the 
last 300 metres Hnidi only a sec¬ 
ond outside New Zealander Dick 
(Quack's world record with a timing 
of 13 mins. 13.8 secs. 


The three-day meet was restrict¬ 
ed to only a single competitor from 
each re^onal team consisting of 
USA, Ana, Oceania, Africa, Rest of 
America, European Cup winners 
and runners-up and the Rest of 
Europe. This system kept some of 
the top athletes from the same 
region out of the meet, while ath¬ 
letes of lesser light from other re¬ 
gions were scheduled on the pro¬ 
gramme where there were no heats 
or preliminaries. 

The performance of Indian athle¬ 
tes representing Asia was not very 
encouraging in this high company 
Our bri^test hope, Sriram Singh, 
once again as at Montreal set a 
pace that he was not able to con¬ 
tinue with. But then Sriram has al¬ 
ways run his races from the front 
at home. 


The other four, Praveen Kumar, 
Bahadur Singh, Uday Prabbu and 
Anusuya Bai were unable to give 
an encore of their best perfor¬ 
mances at home. This could be 
largely due to reasons psychologi¬ 
cal, especially when they have had 
little international experience in 
company rated higher than them. 

The meet began with a colourful 
extravaganza in the Rhein Stadium 
housing more than 30,000 with 
more than SOO schoolboys march¬ 
ing on both sides of the 400 track, 
with flags of five continents - as 
symbolised in the Olympic Flag 
Later a band of white<lad boys 
carried the five arrows cut out of 
coloured cloth, symbolising the 
official symbol of the World 
Athletics. 

This was followed by a gymnastic 
display by hundreds of school¬ 
children and a single file march 
past by the eight competing teams 
on either side of the track culmi¬ 
nating inside the field which look¬ 
ed lush green like a velvet carpet. 

The final standing: 

1. East Germany 127 points, 2. 
USA 120 points, 3. West Germany 
112, 4. Rest of Europe 111 S. Ame¬ 
ricas 92, 6. Africa 78, 7. Oceania 48, 
8. Asia 44. 


Women: 

1. Rest of Europe 107 points, 2. 
East Germany 102, 3. USSR 89, 4. 
USA 59, 5. Americas 55, 6. Oceania 
45, 7. Africa 31, 8. Asia 29 


Ashok going? 

NEW DELHI: 

I T is reliably learnt diat Ashok 
Kumar, India’s star forward, 
has been made a lucrative offer 
from an Italian club to play and 
coach in that country. Ashok was 
not included in the list of probab¬ 
les for the Argentina World Cup 
but was a lastminute addition. He 
has, however, not joined die camp 
so far. 

Former India outside left M.P. 
Ganesh, who also had a contract 
with an Italian club, could not go 
on his assiuiment mis year as he 
had to undergo a knee operation 
for a cartilage rapture He hopes 
to recover soon and proceed to 
Italy in April next. 

Meanwhile, Ganesh is undergoing 
a hockey specialisation course at 
the NIS, Bangalore to get more ex¬ 
perience. Recently, Ganesh was 
blessed with a baby boy, his first 
child. 


Ending the 
stalemate 

ip FFORTS are being made by the 
" Union Government to end the 
hockey stalemate arising out of the 
walk-out staged by three leading 
players from the Patiala camp. 

It is reliably learnt that a meet¬ 
ing of the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion officials, selectors, the NIS 
officials and Gen. P. K Kumara- 
mangalam has been convened in 
Delhi later this month to sort out 
the problem once for all before 
the second camp starts at Patiala 
on September 25. 

The probables have left for dieir 
homes for a break after 45 days’ 
strenuous training. 

Meanwhile, chief coach R. S. 
Gentle of the Patiala hockey camp, 
said in Bombay that the three 
players—Surjit, Baldev and Varin- 
der — “are like my children and 
I am prepared to spank them and 
take them back in my home if they 
apologise.’’ 

Gentle assured SPORTSWEEK 
that there was nothing “communal’’ 
at the camp, otherwise 1 would 
have been the first one to walk out 
These allegatiotia are most frus¬ 
trating and annoying, particularly 
so because “I, my colleagues and 
Jagmohan Singh have worked very 
hard through sun and rain during 
the duration of the first camp. 
This has clearly upset our morale “ 

Cientle added that in addition to 
the three players, he is also pre¬ 
pared to take Ashok Kumar and 
Aslam Sher Khan for the second 
camp, provided the selectors agree. 

— K. A. 
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A LOT of cricket enthusiests ere 
^ worried that the teem to A 
tralia will eventually include 
piayers like Partbaaarathy 
Sharroa and Cbetan Chauhan and 
Yajurvindra Singh, etc However, 
nobody is doing anything, be> 
sides writing letters to editors, 
to keep thesr players out 

My friend, who is a keen cricket 
follower and does nor have much 
faith in the selection committee 
(including the new one with all 
the old faces), has devised his 
own plan to keep these players 
out. 

The«other day, he revealed his plan 
to me 

“We make a list of all these un¬ 
wanted players, put their cricket 
records next to their names, and 
send the list to Kerry Packei,” 
my friend said 

“What will Packer do with them." 
1 said. “He is so busy arranging 
his super series at the moment 
that he has absolutely no time 
to read the records of unsuccess¬ 
ful Indian erkketers.” 

My friend said: "We don’t just 
want him to lead the records, 
we want him to sign the players 
to play in his super series." 

“You must be joking," I said “Can 
you think of anybody ever select¬ 
ing Yajurvindra Singh to play in 
a super series Those people do 
not select players just because 



they have taken a few dolly 
catches." 


My friend said: "tl n 1 e s s Pac¬ 
ker signs them up, our selectors 
are bound to select them on the 
Indian team and then you know 
what will happen to the tour. Our 
team wilt be defeated by an Aus¬ 
tralian second XI." 

“I see what you mean." I said 
“But it is going to be very diffi¬ 
cult to convince Parker that 
millions of Australians will be 
glued to'their television sets to 
tee players like Rajinder Goel, 
Barun Burman and Narsimha 
Rao." 

“We can work that out somehow,” 
said my friend “We can inform 
Packer that he does not have 
to pay Dhiraj Parsanna as much 
as he is paying Gri-ig and Chap¬ 
pell and others And Packer 
is a man who is very tonsrious 
about money and knows when 
there is a good bargain to be 
picked up." 

I said* "I still do not see how 


Chetan Chatthan can ba fittad 
into tha supar sarlat. aft«r all, 
playing for a World XI against 
Australia is a little diffarant 
nrom playing for Delhi against 
Haryana or Janunu.” 

My friend said: “Wa can sell Chau- 
haa to Packer at half rataa. 
Surely he will not refuse that." 

"He may,” I said "I have heard 
reports that he was not interest¬ 
ed in having Badi even free of 
charge.” 

“Wa can offer him a package deal," 
my friend said. ‘^Ve can give 
him all tha players that we do 
not want and that our selectors 
are likely to include in the team 
and pay a small lump sum into 
Packer’s account Cricket 
enthusiasts in India can contri¬ 
bute towards this small sum.” 

"Perhaps, we can work it out,” I 
said 

“We can certainly work it out," 
said my friend. “We will adopt 
a hard sale policy, promote Bur- 
man as the fastest howler m Kas- 
tern India, $harma as the best 
runner between wickets We 
will tell Packer that much as we 
would like to have these players 
play for India, we ate giving 
them to him in the interest of 
world cricket." 

"Fine," I said ou make your 
list of players we can dn with4>.it 
and I will make my list, then we 
send It to Packer ” 


r ^ 
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I.S It pioper to put 5iunil 
Cavaskai on the mat be 
cause he ciiticised the national 

selectois'’ 

— R G Hegde (Bclgaum) 

A CKRTAINI Y not The irou- 

ble IS our pelly officials 
think they are above criticism 


Q WHAT do you think of Polly 
Umrigar’s choice as the 
manager of the Indian ciicket 
team lo tour Australia’ 

— Montu Baiieijee (Calcutta) 


A AT least one man is happy 
^ — Polly, I mean And one 
thing about him, he knows to keep 
his trap shut The trouble s'arts 
when he is expected to speak 


HOW many runs have so fa« 
'•* been scored by England’s 
Geoff Boycott in Tests’ 

— .S A Hyder (Hyderabad) 


A 

lui les 


HE has made .*>,021 luns in 
66 Tests, including 14 cen 


Q HOW many wickers have 
been claimed by .Jeff Thom¬ 
son and Denis Lillee in Tests’ 

- Vineet Sun (New Delhi 48) 

A THOMSON has so far taken 
^ 103 wickets for 2,607 runs in 

22 Tests and Lillee 171 wickets for 
4,017 runs in 32 Tests. 

Q COULD you please give the 
records for the sixth and 
seventh wicket partnerships in 
Tests’ 


— Yusuf Murad (Calcutta) 

A THE sisc’h-wicket record is 
^ 346 runs between Don Brad¬ 
man and Jack Pinglrton in the 
third Test against P^ngland at Mel¬ 
bourne in 1936 37. The seventh- 
wicket record is 347 by D Atkin¬ 


16 


son and C Depeiza of the West 
Indies against Austialia in the 
fourth Test at Bridgetown in 19S4- 
55 


Q 


wtiAi IS me nignest scoie 
of Glenn Turner, against 
whom, when and where’ 

- .Sum) Devnani (New Delhi) 

A turner’s best IS 259 in the 
^ four'h Test against West 
Indies at Georgetown in 1971-72 

HAS Salim Durrani retired’ 
— Aslatn Nawab (Bermo) 

A IF you call him foi the Aus- 
^ tralian tour, he will not only 
be eager and willing but may also 
prove his worth 


Q WHAT IS the address of Ber¬ 
nard Pereiia of Orkay Mills, 
Bombay? 


-- R Bernard (Tuticorin). 


A 


YOU have more or less ans¬ 
wered your question. 
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Cheers Bedi 

nEDI should bo congratulatod 

for not having succumbod to 
the pin>pricks the English authori¬ 
ties and the press have been giv¬ 
ing him during the last Engliah 
season, and for having struck to 
his guns and not retracting from 
his firm opinion that John Lever 
used unfair means to help England 
win the series last winter. He 
Anally paid the price when Nor¬ 
thamptonshire terminated his ser¬ 
vices from the next season — how 
dare anyone, specially an Indian, 
accuse an Englishman of cheatingl 

— Sudhir Bhargava (Kanpur) 


T FELT disgusted at reading that 
^ Bedi’s bowling action was sus- 

g ected. It is really an insult to 
edi. 

— R. S. Chopra (Dewas) 

Why Shivalkar? 

IP HE inclusion of Uilip Doshi, 
^ Dhiraj Parsana and Kapil Dev 
for the conditioning camp is wel¬ 
come, but there seems to be no lo¬ 
gic in calling Shivalkar Indeed, 
giving chances to youngsters like 
Rakesh Tendon and Vijay Mohan 
ra] would have been acts of far¬ 
sightedness on the part of the 
selectors 

— Tarun Sethna (Calcutta) 

Thanks 

M y grateful thanks to two rea¬ 
ders, Sudhir Palkar of Pune 
and Mohandas Krishnadas of Bom¬ 
bay, for adding the following name 
to the list of those who have scored 
a century and a double century in 
a match: Baicban, L. 216* and 102 
for Berbice vs Demerara at George¬ 
town (Guyana) in 1972-74. 

— B. B. Mama (Panchgani). 

Good 

T he pictures covering the Sin¬ 
gapore Airlines London-to- 
Sydney car ralW in your magazine 
were superb, llic article too, was 
very good. 

— Ajit (Tellicberry). 


No shock 

AS one who takes interest in 
^ athletic activities, it came to 
me as no great shock at our per¬ 
formances in the recently held 
World Cup Athletic Championships 
at Dusseldorf. Personally 1 feel 
that the performance by our athle¬ 
tes was no fault of theirs, but lies 
with some external force. 

It is high time something is done 
to keep the spirits of our gallant 
sportsmen and women at dieir 
bMt. Sports authorities must rea¬ 
lise it Is they who must cater for 
the sports participanu and not 
vice-versa. Ihis is the only wm we 
can redeem our sporting self in 
this highly competitive world in 
which we live. 

— Sanjai Banerji (Cochin) 


I T is gratifying to note that the 
IOC has decided to recognise 
table tennis as an Olympic sport 
Not only table tennis but also all 
sports lovers will warmly welcome 
this decision 

— K Ramaswamy (Mysore) 

Kudos 

1^ UDOS to the East Bengal club 
“ for their superlative perfor¬ 
mance It also went a long way to 
show that YOUTH will always have 
Its way This will serve as an 
example tor all selectors to opt for 
“fresh blood” in the true sense of 
the term, instead of .sticking to the 
odd war-hoises After all, mere ex¬ 
perience IS no answer to the' mo¬ 
dern trend of sport, where stamina 
plays the decisive role 

— S Lahiri (Calcutta) 


Not food 

T he team sent by the Peotbali 
Federation to Seoul to repre¬ 
sent India does not appaar to be 
good enough to atand uia fury and 
onalaught of tho fast improving 
Asian countries. The Indian taam 
cannot be complete without the sea¬ 
soned players of Calcutta. Thay 
are the cream of Indian football 
and a team without them is rmiul- 
tant milk. 

One thing la not clear? Why can’t 
Calcutta clubs release their 
players to represent India in tour¬ 
naments abroad when even clubs 
in England, where club soccer is 
fierce, release players to represent 
their country when they are called 
upon to do so? 

— Sandeep Singh (New Delhi). 


Fishy 

T he reported discrimination 
againat a particular state as 
aileged by the rebel trio — Surjit, 
Varinder end Baldov bi^liidits the 
shocking sUte of affairs prevailing 
at the NIS complex of Patiala. For 
some unknown reason, the training 
camps carried out at Patiala appeal 
to be very fishy affairs with a dis¬ 
cernible notion to keep things in 
camera. The authorities should 
take note that sports is a national 
event and not the luxury of a few 
— Chirajeet Bancrjee (Calcutta). 


Amarnath Joins 
Air - India 

M OHINDER amarnath. who 

is currently playing in the 
Lancashire League, has joined Air- 
India. Mohindar along with his 
brother Surinder were working for 
JK in Bombay till last year 




I 
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A hat-trick of wins 



F ew trainers have been as suc¬ 
cessful in major races as R. R. 
Bjrramji and none has dominated 
the 2,400 metres President of India 
Gold Cup in Hyderabad, which is 
the richest race in the country for 
which horses above the Classic age 
are eligible. 

With Sweet Memories (Nijinsky- 
Pashmina), Commanche (Valoroso- 
Centime) and now Squanderer 
Valoroso-Milky Way) he has com¬ 
pleted a hat-trick of successes and 
the remarkable aspect of these 
victories is that all the horses were 
making their only appearance on 
that track. 

Squanderer’s showing is by far 
the most impressive of the three, 
for, while both the others had 
competed after winning the 2,400 
metres Governor’s Cup in Banga¬ 
lore, Squanderer had to miss out 
that race because of a strained 
foreleg pastern which had him on 
die repair list for some time. 

The fact that he ran and won 
as a shout-priced public choice al¬ 
though he must clearly have been 
short of work is proof of his great 
superiority over any other horse 
in training at the moment. Un¬ 
doubtedly, this relatively cheap 
purchase of Ranjit V. Bhat and I. 
S. Mirchandani is amongst the all- 
time great Indian-breds (he is the 
biggest stakes winner in the his¬ 
tory of racing in the country). 



Squanderer, whose only defeat 
came in the 1976 Bangalore Ctdts 
Trial, was the best supported in the 
field of six and after Tranquility 
and Red Satin had packed up 
Shinde took him clear for a deci¬ 
sive two and a half lengths victory 
over the five-year-oid Cupid in 2 
minutes, 47 seconds Red Satin 
was third, three and a half lengths 
behind, with fourth placed Anekta 
an additional three lengths away. 
Both Cupid (Darling Boy-Hunter’s 
Girl) and Red Satin (Satinello- 
Alkapuri) are multi-ClasMC winners 
and it is worth recalling that Red 
Satin is the winner of the only 
race which Squanderer has lost. 

Both Sweat Memories and Com¬ 
manche went on to easily win the 
2,800 metres Indian St Leger in 
Pune the very next week. As the 
longest of the Classics will now be 
run on October 2 Squanderer has 
the opportunity for a longer rest 
and, unless he suffers a setback in 
training, it is not possible to en¬ 
visage his defeat. 

If he wins, as he most certainly 
should, he will become only the 
second horse to win the triple 
crown and the Invitation Cup as, 
while the great Prince Pradeep 
failed in his endeavour. Red Rufus 
was successful The difference is 
that the Invitation was the last leg 
of the quartet in the time of Red 
Rufus, now It IS the St Leger. 

How greatly improved is Great 
Guns. This cast off from the all- 
conquering Byramji stable last 
week won the Rajaram Chhatrapati 
Cup on a dubious objecuon in 
Pune. He met stronger opposition 
in the 2,000 metres Governor’s Cup 
and made hacks of them The six- 
year-old gelded son of Two Pair- 
Sailing Through showed the way 
to his three rivals and went away 


in the atrai^t win pulling up by 
six lengths from Tuco Toucan, who 
had won this race last year in 2 
minutes, 11 seconds. 

Great Guns clocked one secmd 
faster riming in good going. The 
failure in this race was Spanish 
Dancer, who was never a factor as 
she could not raise an effective 
gallop and finally finished ei^t 
lengths behind the runner-up. Her 
wretched performance is best 
illustrated by pointing out that 
while she now carried five kilos 
more than Tuco Toucan when she 
finished one and three-quarter 
lengths behind him in the 1,6(X> 
metres J. E. Hughes Plate she was 
giving him 8.5 Imosl 

Noblesse Oblige became only the 
second horse to win both the 
August and September Handicaps 
(Glasgow Charger had done so the 
year they were intioduced) when 
she claimed the l.MX) meties race 
with greater ease than she had the 
shorter one. M s. R J. Sigtia, S. 
M Ruia and Shirish Vaidya's Valo- 
roso-Princess Lowndes filly is a 
good type and is in a position to 
complete a hat-trick as she came 
from the back to beat Sugar Prince 
by five and a half lengths. 

Another good type three-year-old 
filly is Habari, who won the third 
race of her careet when leading all 
the way in the Class Four 1,400 
metres Mahableshwar Plate and 
just lasting out to hold Bhairabi 
by a short head While Umrigar, 
who was on Mr. and Mrs. R. M. 
(loculdas and Mr Mulraj D Gocul- 
das’s Horatius-Hermosita bay, used 
only his hands and heels, Reuben 
rode a desperate race on Bhairabi, 
making free play with the whip. 

The spectacular accident in the 
1,(X)0 metres Great Scot Plate in 
which Tom Thumb collapsed about 
150 metres from the post and crea¬ 
ted a barrier over which Hamvatan, 
Brave Heart and Joy Princess 
stumbled, dislodging their respec¬ 
tive riders, Bhagat, Bhosle and 
Mohd. Hanif (only Bhagat suffered 
broken ribs and Tom Thumb, who 
broke a leg, was destroyed) caused 
some racegoers to comment that it 
was extremely dangerous to allow 
unsound horses to race and diat 
they should be banned forthwith. 

This opinion is rather uninform¬ 
ed. It creates the impression that 
horses break down regularly in the 
course of races and that there is a 
rath of accidents. That is not die 
case a< all and, in fact, some train¬ 
ers of patched up horses (the late 
K. H. Irani was the most vocal of 
all) complain that the authorities 
in Western India are unduly strict 
in the regard. One cannot be too 
firm when danger to life and limb 
is involved. 
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HITTING OUT.., KHAUD ANSARI 


The truth behind 


the ouster of 


BedI, Gen. D’Souza 

1 ^ ■ tragedy of coIocmI proportions that 

* Bishan Sin^ Bedi will not be considered for 
selwtlon for the Indian cricket team's tour of Aus¬ 
tralia this winter. The India skipper has failed to 
make it in time for the coaching-cum-fttness camp 
which was conducted by the Cricket Board in 
Madnu. The Board had stipulated that players who 
had been called for the camp should report at the 
utest by September 16 to get themselves certified 
fit by the Board's panel of doctors in order to be 
considered for the tour. 

That Bedi has not been able to comply with 
mese requirements is quite understandable Nobody 
18 indispensable but Bedi has good reasons for not 
being in Madras now. Apart from being in an un- 
settted Md unhappy frame of mind, the sacking 
by his English county Northamptonshire has up¬ 
rooted him from that country — which necessitate 
me selling of his house, the resettlement of his 
family and these things can't be done overnij^t 
Therefore, to have expected Bedi to report in 
Madras on September 13 the day after his contract 
in England expired was, to say the least, unrealistic. 

_ That there are forces among the powers-that- 
be in the game who do not quite relish the captain’s 
acerbic tongue and his championing of the causes of 
the Players’ Association and who would dearly love 
to see him out of the game is a well-known fact. 
But this is not in the best interest of Indian cri¬ 
cket There are many good years of cricket left in 
Bedi — he is still the best in the world in his craft 
and our attack revolves around his guile. Indian 
cricket needs him and •— to put it bluntly — can 
do without the officiousness of some of the top 
brass. 

The question then arises; Does a man of Bedi's 
calibre, have to be penalised so severely merely 
because he has not repotted in time for a fitness 
camp? And why this sudden fetish for punctuality 
— no doubt a virtue — on the part of the Board 
when the selectors themselves have been known to 
be wayward in this respect at the best of times? 
What about the elusive chairman of the outgoing 
selection committee? Surely, Bedi in view of the 
extenuating circumstances, can be given time and 
allowed to report to the Board's doctors before the 
final selection for the tour is made. Pragmatism is 
called for here — not vindictiveness. 

★ 

HE Machiavellis of Indian hockey haim suc¬ 
ceeded. 

Hie coup has taken place — the yes-men are 
on their way back to power. The one man in the 
selection committee who could stand up to their 
diabolical, steam-roller tactics has been ousted. 

Major-General Eustace D’Sousa is a victim of 
that dark, sinister plot that we uncovered in 
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SPORTSWEEK dated September 11. The wild alle¬ 
gations against D’Soina of a "communal Was” in his 
selector ial action have been convincingly dinroved 
He has been exonerated by the IHF. But If his eWt 
is a loss it is a major victory to the Rasputins in 
Indian hockey. 

D’Sousa. the cause eWebre of the Patiala rumpus, 
was not extended the courtesy of being invite to 
the Education Ministry-convened meeting in Delhi, 
At an earlier IHF session in Madras, Federation 
spokesnmn R. Ramanamurthy had defended, in no 
uncertain terms, D’Souza in me face of his scheming 
critics. The voice of dissent has been snuffed out; 
good care has been taken of that. Secondly, we 
learn from reliable sources that the three players 
cotuierned have retracted their statement. In an 
effort to save their skin Uiey are now said to admit 
that they acted as they did to get "their man” 
into the team. 

The three rebels — widi a cause —- who walked 
out of the camp at Patiala fully deserve their sus¬ 
pension. There can be no room whatsoever for in¬ 
discipline in our sport. All praise to gentle, soft- 
spoken Union Deputy Education Minister Dhanna 
Singh Gul^an, a greenhorn in matters concerning 
sport, for applying the healing touch and paving 
the way for a return to the play grounds from the 
smoke-filled battle rooms of the agitated self-seek¬ 
ers. What, however, gives cause for despair is the 
manner in which a minor incident was allowed to 
be blown out of all proportion with overtones of 
communalism and provincialism. That, of course, 
is part and parcel of the sinister design that has 
been afoot to wrench back control of the game 
that has shifted geographically. 

The last straw as far as D’Souza was concerned 
came in an interview which Cabinet Minister Sikan- 
der Bakht gave to Jasdev Sii^ on Delhi TV in 
which the Minister said, in effect, that there was 
no place in Indian hockey for D’Souza and the 
three rebels That, for all purposes, was the end 
of the road for him. D’Souza decided to quit grace¬ 
fully, rather than be forced to resign. 

So, where do we go from here? 

This temporary truce is no doubt in the best 
interests of the game with short-term goals in mind. 
No campaign for victory can get off the ground 
unless the weeds of controversy are rooted out. 
The immediate task is to get back to the training 
grounds of Patiala and concentrate on hockey, hoc¬ 
key and more hockey and the World Cup next 
March. 

But what about the sinister forces that are 
at work behind the scenes? There can be no prog¬ 
ress unless their nefarious designs are scuttled. 
The larger interesu of the game demand the total 
elimination of the self-seekers and the gradual in¬ 
action at the helm of affairs of those who have 
the best interests of the game at heart. 

But then in a situation in which the autonomy 
of associations and federations — the curse of 
Indian sport —- has to be respected, that is easica- 
said than done. 
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BEDI, OH BED! 
WHERE ARE YOU? 


Cricket 



Bishen Bed! ... 
missed the deadline 


I S Bishen Bedi out of the 
reckoning for a place in 
the Indian team to tour Aus¬ 
tralia? It looks like it. 

Cricket Board secretary 
Ghulam Ahmed for one thinks 
that Bedi has put himself out 
by not turning up for the coa¬ 
ching camp by September 16 
as required by the Board. 

Ghulam Ahmed said it was 
a must for'players invited to 
the camp to attend it and get 
certified by the Board’s panel 
of doctors on their physical 
fitness. 

He had written to Bedi on 
August 9 informing him about 
the camp and the necessity 
to attend it to be considered 
for selection. 

Bedi wrote to him saying 
that since his contract with 


Northamptonshire had not 
been renewed he was trying 
to dispose of his house and 
that he would need some mote 
time t(> join the camp. Ghulam 
Ahmed sftid he wrote back on 
August 29 asking Bedi to be 
in Madras by September 13 
at the latest. 

And now since he had not 
turned up even by September 
16—the deadline given by the 
Board—Ghulam Ahmed said 
Bedi should be considered to 
have counted himself out. 

There are rumouis that Bedi 
is negotiating with Warwick¬ 
shire County Club for a con¬ 
tract for the next seasion and 
for that he might have to go 
to Birmingham, That i-s pro¬ 
bably was why he had not 
turned up as yet. 

— SW Correspondent 


We should do well—Umrigar 


((T AM not perturbed about the. 

* problems we could face in 
Australia. I think our boys should 
do well”. Polly Umrigar, manager- 
designate, and coach in-charge of 
the training camp in Madras, 
speaking. 

He has been to Australia only 


with the CCI team, but from re¬ 
ports, he expects wickets in Austra¬ 
lia to be taiit. And, in he absence 
of genuine pacemen, India would 
perforce have to depend on their 
spinners, to make the most of this, 
he was sharpening up the closc-in 
fielding. AH the probables were be¬ 


ing put through close-in fielding 
practice ritual. 

Umrigar feels that unless the me¬ 
dium or medium-fast bowlers ere 
also good batsmen or good all- 
rounders there is no point in tak¬ 
ing them. He wants even the 
fail-enders to bat well. Modern 



On your raarfca, get get and go.... ta Austmlia 
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.Uinric*r. who aarr^Iy mlSMd 
wlccttoa in die Indien teem to 
Auitralle tn SS49. said he was hidky 
to have eacaped a haptism by fire. 
He wa* iBunatttfe then and if he 
failed it mifdit have atumed hia 
procretfc Qid that mean he prefer¬ 
red sidy Masoned playws tor die 
exacting tour of Australia? **Not 
exactly" vras die reply. Age did not 
matter a$ long as the piayM was 
physically fit and in rarm. Any¬ 
how, most of the players in die 
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camp-are ex^ienced pimrars", he 
said. 

Did he expect Australia to field 
a second-rate team? It would be 
wrong to underestimate an Austra¬ 
lian side even if it had quite a few 
new caps. "You should understand 
diet such new players have been 
waiting in the wings to prove their 
talent and, when given the oppor¬ 
tunity, could prove as their pre¬ 
decessors or even betttr. "Besides”, 
he said, "you can’t judge AustraJie 
by the recent 34) defeat they suf¬ 
fered iR England. I feel Australis 
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That’s tough for VIswsnath ... Praaanna helps. 
The emphasis to on close-catching ... Viswanaoi 

gets %mat pr.clic« _ 
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Manager-designate 
Polly Utnrigar 

will be a fmce to reckon with on 
their home grounds” 

Talking about the camp, Umrigwr 
said some people might have mis¬ 
givings about its usefulness. But,, 
in his view,, such camps were o 
must. The camp brought the play¬ 
ers closer and knit them into a, 
team even before the tour was on. 
Generally such a process was 
achieved only some time after tho 
start of a tour. 

The players would readily agree 
that the conditioning exercises 
given by Dr. Tandon had helped 
them tremendously. "They should 
find themselves trim, supple and 
fit at the end of the camp . 

The conditioning exercises, field-, 
ing, bowling and batting practice 
could have been very tiring at the 
beginning but was hot so after a 
few days, he said. Even he felt 
tired and eager to rest soon after 
a day's work in die beginning, but 
now he did not feel so fagg^ out. 
That only showed the benefit of 
this tough training. 

The same amount of practice was 
being mven to all me players. 
Since me team would otdy be an¬ 
nounced later, he could not give 
the players specialised fielding 
practice. After sustained practice 
in catching and gyound fielding, the 
agility and reflexes of the players 
had improved and should not only 
do diem good in the tour of Aus¬ 
tralia but also in domestic matches 
like die Duleep and Ranji trophy. 
For young players like Kapil Deo, 
it was a wonderful opportunity. 

Kapil Deo. Was strong and had 
a good action. He could develop 
into a good allrounder. Among 
othmr young people who had ini- 
pcetwed him were Ved Ra|, Nar- 
simba Rao and Sivaramakrishnan,. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 
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Cricket notes 


i The Board’s 


HE Cricket Board is in a 
•ound financiel position. Its 
accottittt for the year ending March 
31, 197^ show an excess of 
Ea. 20,35,909.83 in income over 
ei^nditure. This resulted from a 
nrofit of Rs. 4,40,688J0 from die 
new Zealand team's visit and a 
profit of Rs. 24,16,407.95 from the 
MCC team’s visit 

The proposed budget for die 
Indian team’s tour of Australia is 
as follows: Guarantee money Aus¬ 
tralian dollars 1,69,000 eguivalent 
to Rs. 15,88,600. Expenses in Aus¬ 
tralia Aus. dollars m, 800 equival¬ 
ent to Rs. 6,18,^0. Total expen¬ 
diture Rs. 16,16,741.00. 

The major expenditure in India 
is towards allowance (Rs. 2,85,000) 
and bonus to players (Rs. 1,00,000). 
Air travel under the group insur¬ 
ance scheme for the team to Aua- 
traUa and back and witbin Aus¬ 
tralia adds up to Rs. 3,07,721; up 


doing well 

to Rs. 20,000 has been provided 
for excess baggage. 

The training camp at Madras 
will cost more than Rs. 1,75,000. 
The major expenditure in Austra- 
lia will be towards the allowances 
to players and boarding and lodg¬ 
ing etc., Aus. dollars 54,000. 

Ram’s in the dock 

OME mamba’s, at the annual 
general meeting of the Cri¬ 
cket Board last week in Hyder- 
abed, alleged diat B. 5. Chandra¬ 
sekhar and Bishen Bed! had play¬ 
ed the final Test against Bn^and 
in Bombay in February last, though 
they were not completely fit. 

This was discussed thoroughly 
and many felt that the Indian 
manager for the Bombay Test, G. 
S. Ramchand, was to blame for he 
had “failed” in his duty to report 
the matter. 



Pick of the English season 


ylV RICHARDS, the West 
* Indian who has tortured 
batsmen tbrou^out England this 
summer, collected his blood 
money last week. 

It came in the shape of a 
£1,500 cheque donated bv Bonus- 
bond for me outstanding county 
cricketer of 1977. 

Richards, an implacable dest¬ 
royer with, impeccable timing and 
grace, was the only player to score 
more than 2,000 runs this season— 
including three double centuries 
and four tons. 

The 25.year-old Somerset No. 3 
who train^ as an electrician in his 
native Antigua also set a succes¬ 
sion of grounds burning bright, 
with a record seventy-three 6’s to 
underline his claim as the world’s 
premier batsman—Geoff Boycott 
Included. 

The tSOO award to the county 
cwtain of the year goes to MIKE 
PROCTER, who led Gloucester- 
nire to die Benson and Hedges 
Cup as well as into an exciting fi- 
niu is die championship, in 
whkh his county msished third 
behind Kent and Middlesex. 

The third annual award of £500 
for foe young England-qualified 
cricketer of the year has been won 
by the Zl-yeer^ld Warwickshire 
medium pace' beerier STEVE 
PERRYMAN. He tcndt 73 wickets 


■ « 


with six or more in an innings 
five dmes. 

There are four special awards. 
MIKE BREARLEY receives £500 
“for his major contribution to the 
English game during 1977, and, in 
particular for his leadership of 
Middlesex and Test sides. 

And sums of £250 go to 
GEOFF BOYCOTT “in recognition 
of the courage and determination 
displayed in rejoining the English 
team, and succeeding so splen¬ 
didly.” 

To DEREK RANDALL “for re- 
minding all cricket lovers diet it 
is still a game to be enjoyed and 
relished.” 

And to BRIAN CLOSE, retiring 
28 years after making his debut. 

The Cricketers’ Association also 
received £2,000 donation from 
Bonusbond, who will make awards 
again in 1978. 

And there’s more money in the 
pipeline for 'top English cricket¬ 
ers. The Test and County Crick-et 
Board has announced that Eng¬ 
land’s cricketers will be paid 
* £5,000 each, for the winter’s tour 
of Pakistan and New Zealand, an 
increase of £2,(X)0 on last winter's 
tour of India and Australia. This 
has been made possible by the 
Cornhill Insurance Company’s 
sponsorship scheme. 

— DAVID EMERY 



Sunil Gavaskar ... playing 
straight ia not enough 


Why, Sunil 

S UNIL GAVASKAR hu 
not been charge*sheeted 
for his comments against the 
selectors in SPORTSWEEK, 
it is learnt. 

He has only been asked to 
explain, especially his re^ 
marks in a particular para 
(about Vengsarkar). 

He has not been asked to 
apologise as reported in some 
dailies. Gavaskar, it is gather* 
ed, is likely to meet Cxhulam 
Ahmed in Madras- and find 
out what he has to do. 
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HOCKEY 


Rebels out, selector quits 


O much hw happened to 
Indian hockey in the last cou¬ 
ple of daya that a lover of the 
game muat be in a tizay. From 
placea aa far apart aa New Delhi 
and Madraa have come reporta of 
deep aignlflcance to the future of 
the game in thia country. 

In New Delhi, die Education 
Miniatry convened a high-level 
meeting which waa attended by 
repreaentativea of the Indian Hoc- 
Federation, the President of 
the All-India Council of Sporo, 
the Indian Olympic Aaaociation 
and othera. 

The main issue on the agenda 
waa to sort out the mess that had 
been created at the coaching camp 
at Patiala by the walk-out by three 
players Varinder Singh, Surjit 
Singh and Baldev Singh, alleging 
a “communal bias" on the part of 
a selector, Maj. Gen. Eustace 
D’Souza. 

It was decided to suspend the 
rebels. The three will not rejoin 
the second Patiala camp for this 
particular project, the World Cup 
to be held in Argentina in March 
next year It was also agreed that 
their places should be taken by 
three others, who will be named 
shortly. 

That was followed by the elimi¬ 
nation of the other party in dis¬ 
pute — Gen. D’Souia. He resign¬ 
ed, or rather he was pul in posi¬ 
tion where he had no other alter¬ 
native but to quit gracefully. 

After the Delhi meeting, the IHF 
representatives aveed to consider 
re-constitution of their selection 
commitee to ensure that there was 
no ground for complaint, from 
any source, particularly on the 
grounds of proportional represen¬ 
tation. 

The IHF representatives also 
agreed to associate a representa¬ 
tive of the Education Ministry 
and the senior coach of die NIS 
with ^e training of teams. This 
proviso will apply to all teams 
selected for international contesu 
in future. 

The meeting in the capital iras 
arranged by Deputy Education 
Minister Dhanna Singh Gulshan, 
who is in charge of sports. The 
Minister apnealM to aU concern¬ 
ed to "apply the healing touch, 
so that the great game or hockey 
which has brought glory to India 
in the past does not wither away.” 

He added; "What hat happened 
recently at Patiala is most unfor¬ 
tunate. Our endeavour should pe 





Ihere goes die shortesCeerv-l 
ing sdector. It takes a reall 
good *110 to beat the restl 


Jimmy unhappy 

J D. NAGARVALA, chair- 
• man of the hockey selec¬ 
tion committee, is unhappy at 
the turn of events that have 
taken place since the Pattaia 
incident when three players 
walked out of the training 
camp alleging a "communal" 
attitude of one of the selec¬ 
tors. 

He diinks that the pro¬ 
posed action against the 
players and the selector, 
based on "no evidence at 
all” ran only lead to more 
tactions and trouble 
Nagarvala has_ conveyed 
his unhappy feelings to the 
IHF Secretary before leaving 
Delhi, where he attended the 
meeting convened by the 
Education Ministry, and re¬ 
quested him to have a new 
look at the incident and not 
precipitate matters. 

The trouble, he felt, could 
easily be sorted out without 
any problem if there was 
goodwill. 


not to aggravate in any manner 
the parootial and sectarian pas¬ 
sion that have been generated by 
this controversy.” 

The Minister expressed surprise 
on learning that the chairman of 
the IHF selccddn committee had 
no been consulted on the constitu¬ 
tion of the teem. The reports from 
Patisla when the list at probebies 
wss whittled down said that tho 
chairman at he selection conunix- 
tee was absent. 

Meanwhile, the first meeting of 
the IHF executive committee at 
Madras to review the recently-con¬ 
cluded Patiala coaching camp waa 
inconclusive. 

Gen. D'Souza said in a statement 
in Bombay that he had submitted 
his resignation verbally to the com¬ 
mittee and that it bad been ac¬ 
cepted. While be had been called 
to the IHF meeting in Madras be 
was strangely not given a hearing 
in New Delhi. 

Gen. D’Souza, who had been ac¬ 
cused of passing derogatory re¬ 
marks against a particular commu¬ 
nity, said he was resigning as the 
rumblings in hockey circkm would 
otherwise continue. He had taken 
this step in the larger interest of 
the selection of the team. 

Gen. D’Soma denied reports ap¬ 
pearing in a section of ote press 
that he was present at the high- 
level meeting in Delhi. He aaid 
he was at diat time in Sikkim 
visiting troops. 

The General added: "1 am de¬ 
parting with a heavy heart, but 
my interest in the game will con- 
inue unabated.” He said it waa 
apparent certain elements in die 
game did not want die smooh 
running of hockey affairs. 

Former Indian Olympic Commit¬ 
tee president Bhalindra Singh has 
termed as "unfortunate". Tne de¬ 
cision taken on the Patiala camp 
hockey controversy by the Gov¬ 
ernment and the IHF. 

He said "I somehow feel that 
the reported solution (in dropping 
three players and asking the IHF to 
reconstitute its selection commit¬ 
tee) that was made a few days 
ago was not proper.” 

"If any strict action had to ^ 
taken against anyone involved in 
the controversy at the Psdala h«- 
k;^ camp, a thorough probe showd 
have fost been made into the sule- 
gations and counter-aUegations 
that were thrown at each odiesr.** 
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Near hysteria in C^cutta 


P ELE — the very name con* 
iures soccer fantasy. It lna^ 
ters little that the famed master of 
football is coming to India in the 
twilight of his fabulous career. 
Aae must have taleen its toll, as 
in all cases, but Pole is Pele and 
soccer-crazy Calcutta is going hya* 
terical at his coming. 

Ihe crowds all along Cosmos* 
tour have flodced to the stadiums 
to see the mystic touch of his class. 
It has been evident all along the 
Far East. Calcutta won’t be Affer¬ 
ent. In fact, the scramble for tic¬ 
kets has started, if the Eden Gar¬ 
dens could accommodate a million 
then a million would turn up. 

Pele still provides flashes of his 
class which sends crowds into rap¬ 
tures. A delicate pass, a marvell- 
ous header, an awesome free-kick, 
superb control, quick thinking and 
an uncanny anticipation — all 
traits that have made him a com¬ 
plete footballer — are still evid¬ 
ent. And most important of all he 
still gets the goals, as he shotved 
in their match in Japan, besides 
creating openings for others. 

Peie came back from retirement 
in 1975 to promote soccer in Ame¬ 
rica on a 4.S milhon-doUar three- 
year contract. Though the contract 
boggles the imagination, Pele made 
it clear he made his comeback to 
fulfil a dream of getting Amenca 
initiated in the game in a big way. 
Soccer had never caught on in 
America like baseball, tennis or 





Pele ... all Calcutta awaits 
him 


The collosal cost of 
. fetching Cosmos . 


HE cost of bringing New 
York’s Cosmos Club to Cal¬ 
cutta will be a little over Rs. 15 
lakhs. Ibis was disclosed by Mohun 
Bagan Club secretary Dhiren !>ey 
The rates for tickets were ofliciai' 
ly announced as Rs. 5, Rs. 10. 
Rt. 30, Rs. 60, Rs. 155 and Rs. 360. 

Dey said that all tickets, exc^t 
ttiose of Rs. 5 and Rs. 10 denomi- 
nadona, were inclusive of 20% 
amusement tax. He said 5,000 dc> 
kats of Rs. 5 denomination have 
been allotted for school and col- 
iMte students. Some 19,000 tickets 
will be distributed by lottery. Of 
these, 14,025 will be of Rs. 10 de¬ 
nomination. The following break¬ 
up was announced by the club se¬ 
cretary: 20,745 of Rs. 60; 19,620 
of Ra. 30; 14,025 of Rs. 10 and 


5,000 of Rs. 5. The Eden Gardens 
has 64,000 seats. 

Referring to the financial in¬ 
volvement, the club secretary said: 
“We have to pay $5,000 in foreign 
exchange as guarantee money and 
Rs. 3,35,000 for this match. Be¬ 
sides, we have to bear the expenses 
of the visiting team from S^tem- 
her 22 to 2S’ 

Nearly 1,500 dckets of Rs. 30 
denomination will be distributed 
in the districts. The tkkes to be 
allotted to die IFA for distribution 
among their affiliated clubs will be 
6,500 of either Rs. 60 or Rs. 30 de¬ 
nomination. According to Dey, 1,500 
tickets have been reserved for dif¬ 
ferent State football associations, 
8,000 for the armed forces, 400 for 
ex-players and 300 for other agem 
cies. 


golf. New ^ York Cosmet, a ainaU 
satdlita of the big buMneas cor- 
poratimi, Warnm- Communications, 
made the big deal, and are reap¬ 
ing the benefits. Amorka is un¬ 
predictable. The recent rise in re- 

f tttration with the Ifoited States 
occer Federation will testify 'to 
this. Frmn 15,000 in 1971 the figure 
has shot up to 50,0^ in 1^7. 
Aqiazing isn’t it? There has also 
.been a great increase in attend¬ 
ances in all the cities where the 
North American Soccer League is 
played. That’s tiie Pele kind of 
magic. He's a real crowd-puller. 

October 1 will be a sad d$y 
for soccer. Pele hann up his boots 
on that day. He will play his fare¬ 
well match against his former club. 
Santos of Brazil. It was in this 
club that his genius was nurtured 
and which took him to fame and 
prosperity. He quit the club offi¬ 
cially in 1974 when the Maracana 
Stadium echoed to cries of ‘stay! 
stay’ as Pele removed his famous 
No. 10 jersey with tears rolling- 
down his cheeks and handed 
it to a young boy, who symbolis¬ 
ed the future of Brazil 

No one deserves the title “King 
of Soccer’’ more. No man has 
thrilled millions of spectators for 
so long time with the subtle art 
of iootball and sportsmanship He 
is undoubtedly a great player, but 
he is also a great sportsman, a 
thorough gentleman on and off the 
field '^ough he was often the vic¬ 
tim of heavy mauling on the field, 
Pele has rarely retaliated. Once in 
a fit of anger, after he had been 
so badly “done in’* that he was 
unabte to walk and had to be car¬ 
ried oft the field, he said he would 
never play again. But he was back. 
This quality has made him even 
greater in the eyes of the public 
than the master-brain that he pos¬ 
sesses. It is a quality missing in 
the rou|A->t>d-tough world that is 
football today. 

-- EUGENE CORREIA 

China win 

C hina's national soccer team, 
totally unawed by big-nane 
professional footballers from the 
west, defeated the New York Coe- 
BIOS 2-1 in Shenghei after holding 
the American league champions to 
e 1-1 tie in their first game in 
Peking. 

The half-time score was 24), with 
Brasilinn saoerttar Pole getting 
the only goal lof Cosmos mm a 
free kick about 20 minutes into tiie 
second-halt 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Captaincy 

C ircumstances quite natural- 
)y decree that few men get the 
opportunltv tn captain an Interna- 
titmal cricket team. 1 suppose it is 
the highest honour which the game 
has to bestow and it entails heavy 
responsibility. The leadership on 
the field is important but there are 
many other ways too in whkh the 
captain’s influence and example 
are viul. 

It is essential that a captain 
should enjoy die respect and con¬ 
fidence of his team. Not only must 
his cricket record be such that he 
is looked up to as a player but also 
his private life must be beyond 
reproach. 

When the captain is bent on a 
good time, his teammates quickly 
find out and there is a lesultant 
deterioration in morale and discip¬ 
line. But when the boys know their 
skipper is literally wearing himself 
out for their sakes and that of the 
game, they will strive to the utmost, 
even when disagreeing with his de 
cisions Loyalty, built upon admi¬ 
ration and respect, is a powerful 
force. 

A good captain must be a fighter- 
confident but not arrogant, fiim 
but not obstinate, able to take cn 
ticism without letting it unduly 
disturb him, for he is sure to get 
it—and unjustly too 
It IS customary for cricket teams 
to be chosen by a selection com¬ 
mittee, but the controlling admini¬ 
strative authority normally reserves 
the right to veto the selection of 
any player on grounds other than 
cricket ability This shows that 
sheer sporting prowess is not re¬ 
garded as the sole qualification for 
a player. 

In the early days of international 
cricket it is understandable that the 
demands on a captain were not 
to heavy as they are now. Ihe 
mode of travel was more leisurely, 
and newspapers did not devote any¬ 
thing like the space to reporting 
matches and the movements of 
players as they do today. In fact 
that state of affairs was true in 
some measure up to the start of the 
first World War. 

Things gradually changed in the 
1920’s. The advent of moving pic 
tures was fallowed by die sound 
film and the newsreel theatre. 
Then came radio and the introdur 
tion of ball-by-ball broadcasts. The 
day of the specialist cricket repor- 
to- arrived. Instead of a few re¬ 
gular newspaper men covering a 
Test match, the number has grown 
into a small army. 

Now we have television and it 
would be a brave man who could 
forecast what further miracle of 


scientific invention may come 
along to cast its impact on the 
game. 

Television is at once the most 
wonderful and fearsome creation. 
It not only takes the spoken word 
into the homes of millions but it 
portrays so vividly, with the tele¬ 
photo lens, every action and ges¬ 
ture of a player. No longer can 
anyone feel secure that a momen¬ 
tary outburst of temper or feeling 
will remain unobserved. 

There has already been a claim 
that expert lip readers can tell the 
innermost thoughts of a batsman 
whc mutters under his breath 
some unprintable epithet. The in¬ 


due modesty. Moreover, pre-occu¬ 
pation with his personal responsi- 
mlities on the field makes it dif¬ 
ficult for him to exercise the same 
critical observation of all details 
which a batsman con. 

A svicketkeeper suffers from the 
disability that he must minutely 
concentrate on every ball, even 
from the moment the bowler's run 
commences. Atkting to that burden 
the task of captaincy is really too 
much. It does not matter in fix¬ 
tures of lesser importance, but I 
think it is an unfair responsibility 
in the international Held. 

A great captain does not have to 
be his team's finest player. Never- 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


sidious part of television is that 
the subject mav not be aware he 
Is being televised 

Ihe stiiiin of this constant glare 
of publicity is bad enough for the 
average player. For the captain it 
is far worse. 

International tours are acknow¬ 
ledged as having considerable poli 
tical significance and players have 
been awarded honours because of 
their contribution to the cause of 
mutual understanding and goodwill 
between nations. 

International leadership can only 
come as a result of apprenticeship 
in lower grades, and any player 
who aspires to .such a position, or 
who leahses he may be destined for 
It, should use these formative years 
to the best advantage in acquiring 
the knowledge which syill stand 
him in good stead later on. 

It is impossible to manufacture 
an ideal captain or to lay down 
precise qualifications for cne 
However, as a general principle I 
think it is far easier for a specialist 
batsman to handle the position 
than a bowler, an all-rounder or a 
wicketkeeper. 

The difficulty with a bowler is 
the constant iear that he will bowl 
himself loo much and thereby in 
cur an undercurrent of dissatisfac¬ 
tion amongst his colleagues, or 
underbowl himsi*If because nf un- 


theless it must be to his advantage 
that his selection is in no doubt. 
The man who is not sure of his 
position can scarcely have that 
tieedom of mind which a captain 
needs And the man who has the 
dbilily to uplift and inspne hts 
colleagues by perfoimance on the 
field must have an advantage pro¬ 
viding, of course, other qualifica- 
Ciuns are equal 

Wliilst my remarks are directed 
very largely towards the highest 
plane, it is the sum total of effort 
which thousands of club ciicket 
captains put into their jobs which 
does so much towaids moulding 
the outlook of the average ctw- 
keter. Their influence for good or 
evil on this great game is incalcu¬ 
lable The public see what happens 
on the field and largely form their 
judgment bv such observation or 
even cn performance. 

One of England's most success¬ 
ful county captains is reputed to 
have said, "Ihe public are not in¬ 
terested in the team which runs 
second” That may have been a 
harsh verdict but it is not without 
truth Even so, the words were 
possibly spoken more with a pur¬ 
pose in mind than with a regard 
to strict accuracy. The captain was 
trying to instil into his men that 
their job was to win, not play for 
a draw. 

Publishers* Rups A Co. 
fto be continued) 
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PROFUE 

T. E. Srinivasan 


HE batting of T. E. Srinivasan 
is as stimulating as a cup of 
teg, the cup ibat cheers; so thiw 
clubbed his initiais together to call 
hini Tea Srinivasan. The 26-year- 
old batsman, who plays for Tamil 
Nadu in the Ranjfi Trophy, and had 
represented South Zone also, re¬ 
turned home recently after pbsying 
in England fm- WoodhOuses Club 
in the Lancashire and Cheshire 
league, all. the better for his 
mqperience. 


‘Tea’ scored 972 runs at an aver¬ 
age of 69.70. His best knock was an 
unbeaten 121, of a total of 198 for 
nine declared, against Hyde. **€€ 0 - 
tury was Srinivasan’s ctq> of tea!”, 
that’s the striking heading a local 
daily gave him^ followed by the 
description; “There were six mighty 
sixes in that score.” 

Srinivasan is undoubtedly a ver¬ 
satile stroke player, and has im¬ 
pressed everyone from his univer¬ 
sity days, but he has not made as 
many runs as his skill warranted, 
though he set Chepauk, in his home 
town, alight with a brilliant 130 not 
out against Karnataka, against Pra- 
sanna and Chandrasekhar, last 
season. 


That performance is still talked 
about thou|d> it is but flash in the 
pan. Srinivasan told me that he was 
only too conscious that he was not 
scoring as much as he should. That 


self-consciouaness perhaps has been 
standing in the way. Or, maybe be 
hasn't found one in Madras te t(^ 
him how to overcome what looia. 
like a temperamental deficiency. 

In England, however, he met in 
John Savage, the Lancashire coach,- 
the right preceptor. Savage told- 
him that batting was not mere ma¬ 
gic — standing at the crease and 
swishing the bat for strokes to 
flash off it. you had to worh hard 
for it, and, me start or, the basis 
for this, should be the nets. Under 
Savage’s care Srinivasan worked 
bard and as he did so the former 
only drove him to work harder— 
he would not spare the young 
men at all. 


Tea is grateful to Savage for the 
personal Interest the coach had ta¬ 
ken in him; and to Farokb Engi¬ 
neer, who now plays for the same 
club, for putting him on to Savage, 
besides making him feel at ease in 
a new habitat. 

Apart from what he learnt from 
Savage, Tea picked quite a few 
things from watching Bwcott in 
the Tests. He admires Boycott’s 
discipline not only in defence but 
also in playing his wide range of 
strokes. And he was surprised at 
the way Boycott relaxed in between 
deliveries. 

— P. N. SUNDARESAN 




Figures are fun 


Follow ’em 
with BBM 


The 

fabulous 

14 

of 

the 

5,000 

chib 



O NLY 14 players in Test history, comprising 8 Englishmen, 4 Aus¬ 
tralians and 2 West Indians, have die distinction of aggregating 
!>,000 or more runs in a Test career. 

Sobers has compiled the most runs with the highest individual score, 
hut Bradman holds ail other honours for the best average, the most 
centuries, and the least number of Tests in which he accomplished this 
1 ecord. 

Hereunder are listed the fabulous 14 of Test cricket arranged in 
descending order of the best batting average in a Test career 


! 


TESTS 

RUNS 

H.S. 

100 s 

AVGE 

Don Bradman 

Aus 

52 

6996 

334 

29 

99.94 

Ken Barrington 

Eng 

82 

6806 

256 > 

20 

S6£T 

Walter Hammond 

Eng 

85 

7249 

336* 

22 

U.4S 

Gary Sobers 

WI 

93 

8032 

365* 

26 

57.78 

Jack Hobbs 

Eng 

€1 

5410 

211 

15 

56.94 

Len Hutton 

Eng 

. 79 

6971 

364 

19 

56.67 

Geoff Boycott 

Eng 

66 

5021 

246* 

H 

50.71 

Denis Compton 

Eng 

78 

5807 

278 

17 

S0.06 

Neil Harvey 

Aus 

79 

6149 

205 

21 

48.42 

Rohan Kanhai 

WI 

79 

6227 

256 

15 

47.53 

Rill Lawry 

Aus 

67 

5234 

210 

li 

47.15 

Colin Cowdrey 

Eng 

114 

7624, 

182 

22 

44.06 

John Edrich 

Eng 

77 

5138 

310* 

12 

4334 

Ian Chappell 

Aus 

72 

5187 

196 

14 

42J6 
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FHE SEASON AHEAD 


Irani Cup 

Bombay « Rett of India. October 
IS, !«. 17, 18, 1977 at Bamalore 

DIILEEP TROPHY: 

Central v Eatt Sept 23, 24, 25 
at Jaipvr Winnert v Wett bye 
Sept 30, Oct ^ 2, 3 at Ahmedabad 
Nrarth bye v South bye Sept 30, 
Oct 1, 2, 3 at Bangalore Final 
Oct 8, 9, 10„11 at Bombay 


Deodhar Trophy: 

Central v Eatt Sept 28 at Jai 
pur Winners v Wett bye Octotei 
S at Ahmedabad North bye v South 
bye October 5 at Bangalore Final 
October 13 at Bombay 

C k NAVUnU IROPHY fPOR 
UNDER 22) 

North at Si inagar I asi at Gau 
hati West at Baroda South at 
Guntur Central at Kanpur (Octo 
ber 1 to 15) 

Inter Zonal at Delhi North v 
Central Oct 26, 27, 28 Winners v 
East bye Oct iO, 31, Nov 1 West 
bye V South bye Oct 30, 31, Nos 
1 Pinal Nov 3, 4, 5 


Cooch'Behar Trophy 
(Schools): 

North at Delhi I ast at Jamshed 
pur West at Poona South at In 
vandrum Central at Kanpur 
(November 10 to 25) 

Inter Zonal at Calcutta Past \ 
South Dec 1, 2, 3 Winners v West 
bye Dec 5, 6, 7 Central bye v 
North bye Dec 5 6, 7 Final Dec 
9, 10, 11 

Dilip Sardesai Benefit match 
October 20. 21, 22 at Ahmedabad 

VIZZY TROPHY, January 28 to 
February 8 Venue will be decided 
later 


Wilis Cup one-day 
tournament: 

Eaat 1 V President’s XI March 8. 
Hyderabad North 1 v Central I 
March 8, Bangalore ITC v South 1 
March 8, Madras 

Semi-finals. West I bye v win 
ners of fu'st match. March 10, 
Hyderabad Wuiaers of match 2 v 
winners of match 3. March 10, 
Bangalorev 

Final: March 12, Madras 


Ranji Trophy 


WESl ZONh Novembet 5, 6, 7 
Saurashtra v Gujarat in Saurashtra 
Nov 19, 2(X 21 Gujatai v Maha 
rashtra in Gujarat Nov 26 27, 28 
Dec 3, 4, 5 Saurashtra v Mahaia 
shtra in Maharashtra and Baiuda 
v Bombay at Baroda Det 10, 11, 
12 Maharashtia V Bombay at Bom 
bay and Baroda v Gujarat at 
Baroda Dec 24 25 26 Baroda y 
Maharashtra in Maharashtia and 
Gujarat v Bombay iii Guiarat Dec 
31, January 1, 2 1978 Baioda v 
Saurashtra in Saurashtra 

EAST ZONE Decembet 10, 11, 
12 Oi issa V Assam at Cuttack Dec 
16, 17, 18 Orissa v Bengal in 
Orissa and Bihar v Assam in Bihar 
Dec 21, 22, 23 Bengal v Assam at 
(alcutta and Orissa v Bihar in 
Orissa Jan 7 8, 9 1978 Bihar v 
Bengal 'ti Rihat 

NOR IH ZONE Novenihet 12 13 

14 Pun) lb v Services ar Chandi 
garh Nos 18, 19, 20 Delhi v Pun 
jab at Amritsar Nov 25 26, 27 
Haiyana v Punjab at Rohtak and 
Delhi V Sei vices at Delhi Nov 30 
Dec 1 2 Harvana v Sei vices at 
Rohtak Dec 1 2, 3 Punjab v 
lamniu and Kashmir at fullundur 
or Ludhiana Dec 5, 6, 7 Set vices 
s j & K at Delhi and Haryana s 
Delhi at Delhi Dec 9 10, 11 Har 
yana s ) & K at Rai Dec 13, 14 

15 Delhi V I & K at Delhi 

SOU! H ZONE Nov 5. 6 7 Kar 
natnka v Kerala venue to be deci 
ded Nov 12 13 14 Hvdciabad v 
Andhra at Hyderabad N<>v 19, 20, 
21 lamil Nadu v Andhra at Gun 


tui Nov 26, 27, 28 Hydeiabad v 
Karnataka at Hyderabad and Tamil 
Nadu V Ketala at Salem Dec 17. 
18 19 Famil Nadu v Karnataka at 
Bangalpte Dec 18, 19, 20 Hyde 
rabad v Keiala at Quiloii Dec 23, 
24, 25 Kerala v Andhra at Trlvan- 
di um and Tamil Nadu v Hyderatiad 
at Madras Dec 31, Jan 1 2, 1978 
Karnataka v Andhra at Guntur 
CINTRAL 7.0Nr Nov 28, 29, 
30 Madhsa Piadesh v Railways at 
Indore and Uttar Pradesh v Rala- 
sihan in U P Dec 3, 4, 5 Vidarbha 

V Rajasthan at Nagpur Dec 9, 10, 
11 UP V Vidarblia in UP and 
Rajasthan v Railways at Delhi 
Dec 14, IS 16 Vidarbha v Rati 
ways Dec IS 16 17 UP v Rail¬ 
ways in U P Dec 19 20. 21 M P 

V Vidarbha in M P Der 25, 26 27 
M P s Rajasthan in Rajasthan 
Jan 7, 8, 9 1978 M P v U P in 
UP 

RANJI TROPHY KNOCKOUT 

UPPER HALF Noith 11 v Cen¬ 
tral I Feb 11 12 13 1978 Win 
ners v West I bve Feb 24, 25, 26, 
27 South II bye v Fast 1 bye Feb 

24 25 26 27 

LOWFR HALF West 11 v Cen¬ 
tral II leb 11 12, 13 Winners v 
Noith 1 bye Feb 24 25, 26. 27 
South I bye v Fast 11 bye Feb 24, 

25 26, 27 

Semi finals March 17, 18, 19, 20 
Final March 31, April 1, 2, 4, 5 

The venues will be by principle 
of rotation 


MCC tour of Pakistan, NZ 


Ihe MCC Mill plav 13 matches, 
including three Tests and three 
one day intei iMtionals on their 
tour of Pakistan which starts on 
November 25 

Iheir tour progiamme is 

Nov 24, 1977 Ai rival in Pakistan 

Nov 25 to 27 Thi ee day match 
at Peshawar 

Nov 28 to 30 Thieerlay match 
at Rawalpindi 

Dec 2 One day international at 
Sialkot 

Dec 5 to 7 Three-day match at 
Lyallapur 

Dec 9 to 14 FIRST TEST at 
Lahore 

Dec 16 to 18 Thieeday match 
at Multan 

Dec 19 One day international at 
Sahival 

Dec 23 to 28 SECOND TEST at 
Hyderabad 

Dec 31 to Jan 2, 1978 Three 
day match at Bahawalpur 


Jan 5 to 7 Three-day match at 
Sukktir 

Jan 11 to 13 Three-day match 
at Mirpurkhas 

)an 16 to 22 THIRD TEST at 
Karachi 

The venue and date of the third 
one day international is yet to be 
decided 

The MCC tour of New Zealand 


Jan 27, 28, 29 v Auckland 
Jan 30 V Northern Districts, 
Auckland 

Feb 1, 2, 3 V Central Districts, 
New Plymouth 

Feb 4, 5, 6 v Canterbury 
Christchurch 

Feb 10 to 15 FIRST TEST, 
Wellington 

Feb 17, 18,19 V Otago, Dudedin 
Feb 20 to 22’ Young New Zea¬ 
land, venue to be decided 
Feb 24 to Mar 1 SECOND 
TEST, Christchurch 
Mar 4 to 9 THIRD TEST, 
Auckland 


» 
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The healthiest— 


Vegetarians who run 


ELL, what should an athlete 
” eat? There are almost as 
many opinions on that question as 
there are adiletes. One solution is 
to ask the experts Two authori- 
des. one a dietary “conservative," 
the other a “liberal” gave their 
views on die ideal regimen for 
athletes, such as football players 
and long<distance runners, who ex¬ 
pend large amounts of energy 

The “liberal" is physioloust Joan 
Ullyot, an M.D. who specialises in 
sports medicine at the Institute of 
Health Research in San Francisco. 
In a study of more than 1,000 heal¬ 
thy persons, Ullyot determined 
diet the healthiest were vegetarians 
who run 

The next healthiest.were non- 
running vegetarians, followed by 
runners who eat an ordinary diet, 
then non-runners on an ordinary 
diet. The doctor herself has run 
the marathon in under three hours 
Needless to say, she recommends 
that athletes — and anybody else, 
for that matter — go on a vegeta¬ 
rian diet, one that includes eggs 
and milk products. 

Ullyot suggests starting the day 
with a breakfast of whole grain 
cereal and fru'i. For lunch or din¬ 
ner, she recommends, vegetable 
soup, a salad, cottage cheese and, 
perhaps, even a little fish. (She’s 
not all that strict about vegetaria¬ 
nism) For snacks there’s nothing 
better than whole grain bread 
slathered with natural peanut but¬ 
ter and washed down with a glass 
of milk. 

“A lot of football players are 
scared to go on a vegetarian diet 
because they think they won't get 
enough protein, but that's not 
true.” Ullyot says “There's noth¬ 
ing you get from meat that you 
can’t get from a good vegetarian 
diet” For bulk and endurance, an 
athlete should till up on carbo¬ 
hydrates — spaghetti, 1 a s a g n a, 
potatoes 

“Professional athletes often have 
the misconception that vou have 
to build yourself up with lots of 
protein,” Ullyot says “That’s a 
ridiculous idea You need catbn- 
hydrates as fuel to provide all the 
energy you are using ” 

Ullyot recognises that it is dif 
flenlt for most athletes to make 
the radical change from the tra 
ditional, roeat-heavv training-table 
diet to a vegetarian cne. but says 
that the health advantages — dia 
matwaliy lower cholesterol and 



The 2,000 year 
love affair 

rpHE almost mystical belief 
in meat as the necessary 
ingredient in athletes’ diets 
goes back a long way in Wes¬ 
tern culture 

In ancient Greece, athletes 
were special people. They 
often lived and trained apart 
from the general populace 
and maintained strict vege¬ 
tarian diets. The practice was 
to reward a winning wrestler 
or runner with a few scraps 
of meat 

Pi esumably, a winning 
Olympian might get a whole 
leg of lamb, but mostly it 
was vegetables and honey. 

Then around 4.‘>0 B C along 
came (he first food faddist, 
the Eiiell Gibbons of Greece, 
1)i emeus of StymphaJus 

In an era when warriors 
customarily ate lion’s heart 
for courage and deer liver 
for speed, Dromeus reasoned 
that athletes who needed 
gieat imiscles should eat the 
meat of musiular animals — 
bulls, tor example — for 
strength Thus began sport's 
moie than 2,00()>ear love 
afiair with strip siiloin 


blood fat levels, for example — 
make it worth the effort. 

“The main obstacle to most pla¬ 
yers adopting such a diet," says 
Ullyot, "is the advice they got from 
trainers and coaches all during 
their years in high school and col¬ 
lege. Any coach who believes steak 
and eggs are best is behind the 
times.” 

Does die doctor practice what 
die preaches? "Actually, I’m not 
much of an absolute-principle 
type myself,” she says. “I can’t pass 
up a nice piece of meat.” 

A diet of more familiar fare is 
suggested by Dr. Beverly Bullen, 
director of die graduate program¬ 
me in nutrition at Boston Univer¬ 
sity end a former student of Tufts 
University president Dr. Jean Ma¬ 
yer, the United States’ most re¬ 
nowned nutritionist 

Dr. Bullen’s recommendaion is 
for “a i^nerally balanced diet — 
vegetables, meat, carbohydrates and 
so on — with enough calories to 
cover the rigours of trainiim.” 
"That’s simple enough, but Bullen 
quickly adiD a few warnings. 

£>it lean meats such as poult^ 
and fish for the high-grade protein 
that ehe contends, the athlete 
needs and cannot get from strictly 
vegetarian fare, but go easy on 
steak, because it has to much fat. 
Drink skim milk fortified widi 
vitamins A and D rather than 


U 
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Coif----- 

John D*souza triumphs 


utktlt nilk wtak it» IHgh f«t 
cnMwtt^ 

"Eyrjtw t$ Mtiag too much 
fM,** tuyt BoUmw «rtio hu done 
eateneive reieerch on Ae heelth 
pr^lenie ai tibe eheec. Although 
on eifalete can ueuelly hendle more 
fet in hia diet than a sedentary 
person. h»*'hat special problems in 
the oH4WMoa and at retirement. 

If be keeps eating as if he were 
still at die training table — even 
diou|A be is burning many fewer 
calorim — ^ result will be a roll 
of flab when he returns to training 
camp or. for a retired athlete, per¬ 
haps a heart attack in his 40s. 

Even high protein consumption 
can cause trouble, according to 
Bnllen. The more animal protein a 
person eats the more area he pro¬ 
duces. making the kidneys work 
harder; the result in some cases is 
serious kidney damage. 

''However,*' he says, "if eating a 
lot of meat psyche a player up and 
convinces him diat it wul help his 
game, dien 1 guess it*s all right, so 
long as someone makes certain it 
isn’t causing him my injury." In 
any case, m athlete should never 
mt a hi^ protein or fat4ieavy 
meal within four hours of com- 
pedtiop, because it takes too long 
to digest 

Dr. Bullcn on nutritional fads. 

On megavitamins: "As a rule, if 
you are taking more than 10 times 
the daily allowance of a vitamin, 
you aren’t using it at high levels, 
and any high dosage is potentially 
harmful" 

"There’s nothing really wrong 
widi some refined sugar as long as 
jrou are getting all nutrients you 
need.” 

"Vegetarims diouJd watch their 
diets more carefully dian athletes 
who eat meat Try to complement 
one kind of vegetable protein with 
another. Make sure you get enough 
vitamin B12.” 

Courtesy: SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 



G olf in Bangalore received one 
big boost when yoiidiful John 
D'Souza stroked his way to a 
magnificent victo» in the Banga¬ 
lore Golf Club’s Centenary Cham¬ 
pionships, a oneetroke winner over 
mother local ‘veterm’ in B. K. 
Gajaraj. 

Last year’s winner, Maj. P. G 
’Biioo’ Siethi finished a poor fourth, 
ei^t strokes behind, while in 
third place was Bombay’s Sharat 
Divecha. 

John, who flashed across the 
'golfing sky’ like a shooting star 
last year in the same tournament 
with a dazzling performance on the 
final day, has been rather 'erratic’ 
in recent matches and thou^ he is 
a very fine player, very few gave 
him any chance in this tourney. 

John D’Souza, however, was my- 
tbing but erratic in this tourna¬ 
ment. He held the spotli|d>t on the 
first day finishing with three bir¬ 
dies in a score of 76 (four over 
pat) along with a steady Gajaraj 
In diird place were Ratan Bah and 
Bangalore’s A. Chowriappa with 
Sethi on 80 

The second day saw Gajaraj 
keeping up his steady 'tempo' to 
take a two-stroke lead (73 7S) over 


1 By how mudi does the width 
of a tennis court increase for 
the doubles match? 

2 Can a golfer improve the posi¬ 
tion of his ball moving, bend¬ 
ing or breaking anything fixed 
or growing? 

3. What are the three evalua¬ 
tion factors on which the 
evaluation of optional exer¬ 
cises take place in gymnastics? 

4. Where should the net posts, 
in badminton, be placed? 

5. In breast stroke swimming 
should the hands be brought 
back on or under the surface 
of the water? 


The university team was a man 
short for their naedle match with 
the rival college. 

‘Listen,’ said the captain, ‘as 
long at he doesn't speak to anyone, 
we could use the blacksmith — he’s 
a marvellous player.’ 

So they rigged out the smith in 
college colours and he tore into 


John and Divecha was still a dan¬ 
ger in diird place. 

Came the final day with two ses¬ 
sions md Gajarej after being three 
up in the tirnming, doubled this 
lead at the 12th to be six up. It 
required a lot of determination 
and supreme confidence to catch 
up with him, md John D’Souza 
produced just that to catch up 
with him on the 17th wih a tnrdie. 
(^jaraj dropped a stroke at this 
tense and vital 'stage md John 
went on to register a narrow but 
a thoroughly deserving victory. 

Another Bmgaiore youngster 
Keith Fernandes came up with a 
score of 72 on the final day which 
was the best for any round and 
finished fifth behind Sethi This 
lad like John has a very bright 
future indeed. 

These two youngsters Iwought 
Bangalore the team trophy with a 
score of 622 pushing Bombay’s Ra¬ 
tan Bali and Divecha to ninnccs-up 
position, while die hmdknp event 
run concurrently was won by R. 
S Rao 

Ma] Gen D C. Chopra, captain 
of the Club, presiding, ‘Biioo’ 
Sethi gave away the prizes on the 
final day 


6 . How does die time-keeper sig¬ 
nal the end of the turn in a 
kho kho match? 

7. In squash if the server serves 
from d e wiong box, is there a 
penalty? 

ANSWERS: 

1 9 ft. It is 36 ft, i.e. 4i ft on 
each side of the singles court 2. 
No, except as happens incidentally 
when you take your stance or in 
making your swing. 3 Difficulty, 
combination (formation of die 
exercise) and execution. 4. On the 
side boundary lines of the court S. 
Either method is correct 6. By a 
long blast of the whistle. 7. No. 


the fray, taking eight wickets for 
ten runs. 

Afterwards, in the bar, the rival 
captain came up to him and said* 
*1 say, old man, that was a terrific 
performance Tell me, what are you 
studying at the University?* 

The blacksmith thought for a 
moment then said brightly, 'Sumsl* 


How much (do you know^ 


by HOSEY MISTRY 


Heard this one? 
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IVSEK bef(kr« last provided 
twor Bujor ulkinc points, ath- 
Mtics. wiao of course, with a special 
race from the Delhi Centre of the 
Mstioiiei Institute of ^oru to die 
West Germen Embassy and back 
to .commemorate the . Inaugural 
Vl^ld Cup Athletic Meet in Dus- 
seldarf. A message was handed 
ihim to the official of the West 
Gerawn Embassy who meeted the 
aMtletes as th(» began their return 
jptimey home from the roundabout 
near the Embassy, The messsM 
aw one of greetings from Delhi 
alpletes to the people of Dusseldorf 
ei|d organism’s of the World Cup 
Nwst. 

threr 60 athletes took part in the 
I<t4c4n. race and for those who 
were unable to do this long stretch 
there was usual 6'k.m. race and 
phis of course relay races for 
allege boys and girls. 


Initially the plan was that mes- 
■hge to the German officials was 
to be handed over by Shiv Nath 
Singh. India's marathon star in the 
ifontreal OlympiC.s. Unfortunately 
because of a alleged ban by the 
S.S.C.B. on top Services stars Shiv 
Nath and Poonam Singh, both in 
the Services team for the National 
Cross Country championships, had 
to stay out. Fortunately the powers 
that be have no say over regimen* 
tal teams and dius a large number 
of runners from Rajpuuns Rifles 
were able to take part in this uni* 





o 



que event. Lakhi Ram of Rajpu- 
tana Rifles was first in 45:34.0. 

This happened on September 2, 
Use .day the World Ctqp Athletics 
started in Dusseldorf. Two days 
later, Delhi University sports brains 
staged a mammoth cross country 
involving about 5,000 students. 

But good intentions are not al> 
ways backed by proper organiza¬ 
tional effects and the result was 
that for all die auroma which sur¬ 
rounded this historical event came 
to nought with the organiser's com- 


of athletes, it was nevertheless a 
huge crowd and the starting .efi 
(both men and women together) 
was ideal for the phptografdiers. 
Of course, the boys aiHf.'|dr)s.aT.the 
for end of the arc were at a dis¬ 
advantage, having to cover nearly 
200 metres more before reaching 
the main course. Though the girls 
had to cover only 3.S fc^., barely 
about 50 of them bad hit the home 
stretch on the Stadium track when 
die boys who rah 6.5 k.in. started 
trickling in. After that there was 


A good idea, but^.. 


pletely losing control of the situa¬ 
tion towards the end. 

Of course, for such events digni¬ 
taries are a must and Delhi Uni¬ 
versity had invited Dhanna Singh 
Gulshan, Minister for State for 
Education and Social Welfare and 
Vijay Kumar Malhotra, M.P., the 
former for inaugurating the mass 
start and the latter for presenting 
the prizes. 

As an idea Delhi University 
should gel ait the credit for able 
to gather such a big crowd. The 
stipulation was that each college 
was to field' 200 athletes and the 
points would be calculated upto 
the first 30 who finished. 

Though not all the colleges were 
able to field the stipulated number 


total chaos with the Judges at 
finish unable to account for all the 
athletes. There had been sosne 
trouble on the way too for not all 
the pilots were aware of the course. 

On the plus side was the excel¬ 
lent police arrangement and a 
string of doctors. The army too 
helped. And if the university autho¬ 
rities wanted praise for managing 
to gather a big crowd they got it 
One dignitary called it the b^t ex¬ 
ample of mass paricipahkm in 
Asia but that was all. The athletes 
will surely not agree ,wiUi that 
There were too many m^takes. In 
fact, one official said that all Delhi 
University had succeeded was to 
prove how not to run a big meet 
like this. 

SW CORRESPONDENT 
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tennis- 


& night of pure rnagic 



Chrii Evert . . . Cbird 
•tralibt win 


IIMMY CONNORS was forced to 
V surrender h)s Tlnlted States 
tennis title because GuiUermo 
Vilas, the voung bull from Argen¬ 
tina, has forgotten what it is to 
lose. 

That backlog of a summer of 
success, 38 wins in a row and 10 
tournament victories this year, 
whipped the 25-year.old Vilas to 
the £19,000 crown and sent Con¬ 
nors scurrying into the night from 
Forest Hills, wondering when the 
world might smile at him again. 

Vilas won 2-6, 6-3, 7-6, 6-0 in 3 
hrs. and 15 mins. He is the first 
South American to win the US 
title in thij, the laat championship ■ 
to be staged on the history-laden 
courts of the West Side Tennis 
Club. For Vilas, a poet by nature 
and a competitor by instinct, it was 
a day and a night of pure magic. 

At the end, as Vilas turned to 
check with a line judge that a 
forehand from Connors was out on 
the fourth match point of the final 
game, the Argentinian left-hander 
was swamped by his fans seconds 
after the huge leap which greeted 
his* win. They grabbed his long 
locks, his head-band, his racket, but 
like Connors, they could not grab 
his title. 

Connors threaded his way 
through tans who chose only to 
ignore him, found his mother and 
his coach, and was out of the 



Jhainy Conners . . . diminiehing like the wttlng mil 


f rounds within a tnisute er two. 

or Connors, it must oove Momodi 
strange that he would ioae the ftonl 
while an American crowd lhaBdin^ 
ed their applause fmr an Iparoder 
from the Pampgs. 

Connors did nor stop to coUaet 
his prise-money. He could not evi^ 
shake bands with the mobbed Vilas 
and as he fell into the back at e 
long, .white car waiting a( the gates, 
he looked a very lonely man indeed. 

Put simply, Connors hea been 
beaten when it hurts, first by Bjorn 
Borg in the Wimbledon final, and 
now in the defence of his US title 
which, as an American, meant so 
much to him. 

Connors once ruled the world, 
but in toe last three years, he has 
played in five of the game*! great 
finals and lost them aO. At Forest 
Hills, he was in his lith final of toe 
year, and the seventh he has lest. 
Maybe toe flamboyant Jimbo will 
never come again. 

Vilas is already champion of 
France, and runner-up for the Aus¬ 
tralian title. With his murderous 
t(H> spin, his tremendous strength, 
and his tong acquaintcnce with vic¬ 
tory this year, he knew that he 
could still win toe final after drop¬ 
ping toe first set. after being 4-1 
behind in the third and' saving two 
set-poinu at 4-5. 

Vilas squeesed back to break 
Connors and lead 6-5, but he Imd 
his serve to love. In the tie-break, 
though, he scored seven points to 
four and was rolling home. He 1^ 
only 15 points in the fourth set 
which, for Connors, was toe first 
time for 18 months in which he 
failed to win a game. 

There were some incredible 
points in tois long slog on toe clay 
court — a match which began in 
sunshine with Connors in colossal 
controiv and finlshad under flood¬ 
lights wito Connews diminishing 
like toe setting sun. 

It was an off-stoge tala of two 
coaches sitting at toe heart of too 
action trying to influence the matoii 
— Paneno Segura attesting to 
lift Connors, and Ion Tnriac, too 
hairy Romanian vtoo was once said 
to look like a man who does deals 
in a room behind a back-eoom, 
helping Vilas with a series of hand 
signals. 

"Tirlac is a great tech n ic i a n and 
has worked wito me to tois tola,** 
said Vilas. He said it would take « 
long time for me to play WolL 
Jimmy started well and bit too ball 
vary nard. He was hitting rockstis. 


It 
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1 couldaH do But 1 be> 

iu to push him into nistokw. 

1 dldiTt hOTO oasrthinB to lose 

— tho proMure «rw on Bin, diU 
woi Irtt bwt dioneB to win o mo- 
Jor dtlo hit yeor For mo, 1 woatod 
to bo Nunter Ono, not tbroo or 
tow. ] think new I om Numbor 
Ono, ond it 1 om, I wont to dodi> 
cito it to my country.’* 

Vilm f<dt 0 compotitor’f mirrow 
for Connors. "Ho is o front ploytf, 
it is tott^ to ploy him. I wontod 
to shoke iiis bond ot tho end, but 1 
couldn’t got to him He hos the 
rifht to be sod, nobody diould toke 
odvontofo ot this.” 

Vilas now wonts Wimbledon — 
he lost in the third round this 
year because he was unable to ad¬ 
just to grass after winning in Pans 

— and will make Wimbledon his 
target 

Connors might say he has the 
same objective when he startt 
talking about this final For the 
moment, the million dollar man af 
tennis has to start picking up the 
pieces which Vilas left him 

The women's event ended more 
predictably with a third successive 
victory for Chris Evert, which lea 
ves this 22 year old from Florida 
with SIX major titles in all and not 
much sight of an oponent to sen. 
ously trouble her 

Maybe rvonne Cawley, currently 
rebuilding her from after having a 
baby in Mav ran come back to 
present a challenge But the Arne* 
ritan has claimed all the available 
peaks and has to set her own 
targets 

So Miss Evert pulled down the 
curtain on all the women cham- 
pions just as Vilas did m die men’s 
event and that meant the end of 
all the games, sets and matches 
that have been played since 1923, 
when the US Championships first 
moved to Forest Hills 

Now they are leaving the con¬ 
gested West Side Club, bound for a 
new site nearby at Flushing Mea¬ 
dow, where the public and their 
cars can be accommodated more 
easily Today, only ghosts are left 
at Forest Kills 

Thu final fling has been the ma* 
kbig of 14 year-old Tracey Austin, 
who was a quarter finalist in her 
first and last apearance on the fa¬ 
mous old court, and the unmaking 
of Wimbledon i^ampions Borg and 
Virginia Wade, who had no say in 
the showdowns 

When they closed the gates that 
night, they locked all the traditions 
for evermore but, maybe in a city 
as fast as New York it is tomorrow 
(which matters, and not yesterday 
But yesterday mattered for some¬ 
one — just ask Guillermo Vilas 
— BARRY NEWCOMBE 

GuiHeme VUm . . . Winv 
Uedon’s hie neit target 
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Cewtetjr: luternetion*] Teonif 
Weekly. 











Bardoloi Trophy-^- 

Bagan win a fiasco 



Tbe Mohan Bogan team with the trophy 


A BLAZING Into afternoon aun 
boot down merclletsly no a 
huge crowd of about 40,000 thorng- 
Od the Nehru Stadium in expecta- 
> thm of a rousing Bardoloi Trophy 
ftnaJ between tne two Calcutta 
giants—Mohun Bagan and Mbhaih- 
wedan Sporting. 

The unusual September heat na^ 
turally took a heavy toll on the 
players' and it wouldn’t have been 
nir to expect them to give off their 
best under such conditions; but 
fea aeic prepared for he fiasco 
that followed. 

There was little indication of the 
shape of things to come as the 
Mohammedan Sporting forwaids 
carried spirited raids into the Mo¬ 
hun Sagan goal immediately htl- 
, lowing the kickHuff. The sporting 
crowd, perhaps eager to see a 
break after Mohun Bagan’s con¬ 
tinuous run of successes over the 
last three years* cheered each move 
by Mohammedan Sporting. 

Things livened up when Akbar 
pounced on a chance and had the 
ball in the net in a trice past a 
bewildered Tarun Bose. The match 
was hardly five minutes old and 
the snap goal demoralised the 
Mohammedan Sporting players 
whose initial xest soon evaporated. 
The .setback appeared to shake 
Spoking goalkeeper Bose most and 
he began to suffer an acute attack 


of “butter fingers”. The Sporting 
defenders had a hafrowing time 
reventing the thrustful and goal- 
ungry Bagan forwards from cash¬ 
ing in on Bose's discomfiture. 

Soon Sporting’s citadel fell again 
as Manas Bhattacharjee hung on to 
a cross pass which slipped out of 
Bose’s bands and .scored from close 


The stunned crowd could hardly 
stomach the unexpected turn of 
events os the fate of the match was 
almost decided wiihin the first ten 
minutes. To add to ibeir disappoint¬ 
ment the Spoi ting p(a.veir.s lost 
their composure and started play¬ 
ing a disjointed game. A recovery 
sekined to be almost impossible. 

Before the interval Manas Bhat¬ 
tacharjee scored again to give his 
team a 3-0 lead and then the spec¬ 
tators started trekking out of the 
stadium as the mutch by then had 
petered out into a tame one-sided 
affair. Shyam Ihapa scored the 
final goal in the .second-half and 
Mohun Bagan became the proud 
winners of the Bardoloi Trophy for 
four years in a row. 

Bidesh Bose of Mohun Bagan 
won the best player trophy. 

The semi-finals also did not pro¬ 
duce soccer of any high standard. 
Mohun Bagan, despite dominating 
throughout, scraped through 
against Dempo Sports Club of Goa 
2 * 1 . ’ 

The other semi-final evoked little 
enthoSiasni as the two Calcutta 
teams—^Mohammedan Sporting and 
youthful Chagdra Memorial foul^t 
out a ding-dong battle with Surin- 
der Kumar putting his team into 
the final with a late goal. 

The cluster ‘A’ of the quarter 
final group league with Mtdiuti 
Bagan, Chandra Memorial and 
Aryans finishing in that order pro¬ 
duced little interest. In the cluster 
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V Iwmw th« auteh' betwMn 
fipottios sad; Aamub 
MIm BTovidad thiiUiiif fMtbiUl. 
th» PoBcc taw aftar tfaair aarlier 
M A*ubbiac from Dampo Mamed 
to have itmelc form aad tlia Cal- 
cotta umm waa lucitr to figiira ia 
• •eatttM drmr. {a die lam pool 
match Moaaauiadaa Sperag 
troaoead Daaq^ 44) ia a match 
whhth did Utda to cidiaaM the ra> 
potatloa of the Goaa laagua 
chaatpioaa. 

Of the aariiar matchoa due de¬ 
feat of the Shillong XI la tbair flrat 
match agalaat Mtaoram came ae a 
aurprlM ae ShUlonc always did 
fairly well la Bardolm Trophy- The 
hllMram team however lost later 
to np-andcomiag Gauhatl team 
Navajyoti Clab. 

The Independence Day Cup win¬ 
ners y- Oil India put up a pomr 
display. Thmr not only tost 24) to 
Chandra Memorial but shewed poor 
snortsmaadiip by refusing to ob» 
the referee’s decisions. As a result 
the match ended well before sche¬ 
dule Nagaland Police could not 
advance far. It was sad to see the 
decline of this once promising 
team. 

DWARIK 5ARMA 
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Volleyball- 


..X 


Now foi: a &esh start 





Sud (left), AfUtyaa and Murugan 


all'!! well 


HEAVENS, the Volley- 
;baU Federation of India tangle 
iiaa been aolved. A unified VFl haa 
r dome in place of the two rival 
federations, headed by B. P. 1Vi> 
padiy and M. R. Krishna. Hie man 
who took the initiative in getting 
repfesentatlves of the rival groups 
taf«tfaf>r and did the spadework 
for. the formation of the . unified 
. federation, Sivanthi Adityan, right¬ 
ly has been elected president of the 
VFl — unanimously. R. K. Sud of 
Punjab is the new secretaiy. 

A fresh set of office-bearers were 
elected at die general body meet¬ 
ing attended by representatives of 
, the associations that had been 
affiliated to the VFl before it split 
into two in 1973. Tamil Nadu. 
Kerala, *Madhya Pradesh, Kama- 
tak^ Haryana, Punjab, Bengal, 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Railways, Ufa- 
harashtra, Himachal Pradesh. 
Oriiua, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and 
Uttar Pradesh attended the mee^ 
lag. Hie Services and Assam did 
not attend the meeting but had 
given their consent to the meeting 
and to elections being held. 

Addressing the press after the 
elections here, Adityan said be 


and his colleagues were extremely 
happy and thankful that the Union 
Education Ministry and the Indian 
Olympic Association had sent dieir 
representatives, L. N. Khurana 
(joint secretary of lOA) and $. X. 
Rwanda (Assistant' Education Advi¬ 
ser, Tei^nical^ South), at obser¬ 
vers and that dip two showed a 
very helpful attitude. 

Adityan said that four years 
having gone to waste in wronging, 
the federation had to make up for 
the lost time and, hence, had to 
gear itself fully to raise the stan¬ 
dard pf the game in the country. 
The immediate task for the VFl 
would be to prepare a strong team 
for the 1978 Asian Gaines at Bang¬ 
kok. He was planning to start a 


coaching camp immediately after 
the Senior National championship, 
to be betd at Hyderabad during 
the National Games there in 
December' this jyear. Teams front 
Japan, Korea, Czechoslovakia and 
Russia are likely to be brought to 
give competitive practice to the 
Indian players. 

Sud expressed his thanks to 
Adityan and K. Murugan, the presi¬ 
dent and secretary respectively of 
the Tamil Nadu Volleyball Associa¬ 
tion, for their untiring efforts in 
getting the VFl deadlock resolved. 
But for their efforts, the thorny 
problem would not have been re¬ 
solved even for another ten years. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 


BOmUCHE CONE 
NITHAGUSSOF 
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ife diiuictcfrlKtk of our, sport* 
* admhiistrotars ilkat slAiile thioy 
BW on the lock of hmilm, foci' 
lities ao4 playcreundt, diey do 
pioetoiu .Jittlft to preserve in good 
iHiat titey de_>oMeas. 
amn lm jinpro them: Thus, for 
jnam B c a, Weston India Foot 
oali Aesdalashui has been moatdng 
over the laek of a stadium and "the 
incoBvenicnca this causes fans, who 
eidier tO' stay away or have to be 
turned away from key matches, 
especially ia the Rovers Cup. 


Their grouse is genuine, though 
they can tTor djis out on fewer and 
fewer occasions as each sea¬ 


son succeeds another. They cannot 
blink the fact that a contributory 
cause is the condition of Ae 
Coopera|m ground. Where in the 
forties, fifties and sixties, virtually 
all the gates had to be kept open 
to admit the fans, now the WIFA 
mans only one gate on the western 
side on most days. The Harwood 
League, which used to bring in a 
sizeable revenue for the WIFA, 
does not draw the crowd.s to justify 
the WIFA selling tickets through 
one central gate. 


For the last two or three seasons 
the Cooperage ground becomes very 
difficult to play on after rains. It 
becomes so S'kky and heavy that 
our under-nourished players often 
only manage to drag through the 


A genuine grouse 


Jatt«r stages of the .9(Kminut* 
gam«. Worse the ground is not 
evenly slushy and this tuseU the 
players hy the bafl string sud¬ 
denly. And down the mnks it it 
not easy to move because of ttie 
grass that has been allowed to 
grow long. The WIFA have not 
even thought of having the grass 
cut. In fact diere may be some 
money in its sale! 

Contrast this with iwcmarations 
M grounds elsewhere in the world. 
The groundsmen work on them 
during the off-season of about six 
to eight weeks so that even at the 
end of a' long season the players do 
not feel any handicaps. Argentina 
have gone so, far as to dig up 
smooth, green carpets at the River 
Plate, Rosario Central and Velez 
Sarsfietd stadia, so that matches in 
the ld78 FIFA World Cup can be 
held on schedule even if there were 
heavy rains. 

For example, from December 
last the Velez Sarsfield s'adium'is , 
undergoing a transformation. The 
earth ha.s been excavated to lower 
the level by about 70 cms. The 
base wa.s made into a circular dome 
to lay fibrecemen: pipes of 10 to 


M cms. in diameter. These pipes 
have silts at the top. Water chaitts 
dirough these into the pipes laid 
all over the- RcM and faRs into a 
surrounding pit frvo metres wide 
and almost three metres deep. 

These fibrecemtthH phtes are 
covered with 10 cms. layer of hig 
gravel sand. Smaller sized grgvm 
sand are mixed m keep a porous, 
permeable medium to aUbw water 
to filter. 

This gravel layer is covered with 
coarse sand to which 15% vermi- 
culite synthetic subetmice is added 
for internal drainage. Over this b 
a 15 cms. sub-layer of boron and 
cilicum-free carbonated eardi into 
which the seeds are sown. The 
thicknem of the various layers and 
pipes brings the playing field to its 
original level. 

The seeds — a mixture of six 
types blended by agricultural en¬ 
gineers —> have been chown with 
an eye on fhc special ground, 
meteorological and climatic condi¬ 
tions and haye been planted so as 
to make the pitch ready for the 
World Cup next June. 

. — SW CORRESPONDENT 


Six offer to host Coke Cup 


S IX countries have offered to 
host the second FIFA World 
Youffi Tournament for the Coca- 
Cola Cup to be held in 1979. They 
are Australia, Iran, Japan, Nether¬ 
lands, Uruguay and the United 
States. All of them will have to 
answer a ouestionnaire, which will 
be scruT-inlsed by the tournament 
committee next month and the 
tournament committee will report 
to the FIFA executive committee 
who will decide on the venue at a 
meeting on January 13, 197S. in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Ei^teen teams have already en¬ 
tered for the tournament, the first 
beiiig the United States. The offiera 
are: Finland, France, Norway, 
Gr^eeca, Hungary and holders USSR 
from Europe, Honduras, Puerto 
Rico and (frenada from the Carib¬ 
bean and Central America, Tunisia, 
Ivory Coast and Nigeria from 
Afri^ Israel, Iran and the l%iUp- 
pine* from Asia, Paraguay and 
Peru from South Amerma. 

The last date for entries is Octo¬ 
ber 15. 1977. 

Unlike -the first World Ynuth 
Tournaarant, the second will not be 


restricted to qualifiers from Con¬ 
tinental Confederation youth tour¬ 
naments. If a confederation does 
not organise a youtli toih-nament 
or if all national associations are 
not allowed to take part in such a 
tournament of their continent, as 
could happen in the case of Tai¬ 
wan and Israel in Asia, then FIFA 
will organise a qualifying competi¬ 
tion in that continent. 

Players born before January 1, 
1960, will not be eligible for the 
tournemeni^ which if for players 
under 19. 


T hirteen of the player* who 
helTOd the USSR defeat Me¬ 
xico on xteks from the penalty mot 
in me final of the fint World 
Youth Tournament in Tunis in 
July have been honoured wlffi the 
title of "Master of Sport” and the 
diree outstanding players of the 
team with the title of "Master pf 
International Class”. Sergei Mosia- 
gin has been honoured as,"Coach 
of Merit of the USSR”. 

— SW Correspondent 
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■ Thertf'it mi need tu idviw 
the Ml pair hiw the iitreaker 
ran itrnand Twickenham. 
She'll niU interested in 
Ruphii. 
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Allahabad sports 


A llahabad wUI h«ve ui oiym- 

plc*cice awimming pool vary 
•OOn. This asturaoce was given Iv 
Kmmtl Nath IVipathi, Sales Tax 
Minister, U.P while presiding over 
the prise distribution function of 
dM Allababad District Aquatic 
Meet at the Coral Club. 


Allahabad Universi^ swimmers 
A. P. Bannerji and Rmcha Agrawal 
were crowned men’s and women’s 
Individual champions widt 26 
points. Allahabad also became the 
runners-up in team championship 
which was bagged by Seven Seas. 
Seven Shat collected 44 points 
while AU.’v ta% was 39. The team 
championship m the Junior group 
went to DAV College (groim 1), 
Jamuna CoOcge (^up 2), seven 
Boas (group 3 and group 4). 

Seven Seas also won the girls’ 
team championship totalling 4S 
points as against 36 by their closest 
rivals Allahabad Univei^ty. 

The individual honours in the 

J uniors group were bagged by Anil 
(nmar Gupra (eroup 1), Ramesh 
Chandra (0roup 2), Radhey Shyam 
{grwip 3) and Bhola Nath (group 
4). 

— SANTOSH SINC» 



D efending champions, 

A.G. West Bengal, managed to 
annex the East Zone IntcrAudit 
Football Trophy, defeating hosts 
A.G.| UtUr Pradesh through tie- 
breimer in the Jinal played at the 
Malviya Stadium in Allahabad. 

The West Bengal team showed 
greater shooung ability in conver¬ 
ting the penalty kicks availing all 
the five, while the home team 
missed two As such the visitors 
emerged victorious by five-three 
la the final which was dominated 
by tile defenders. The tie-breaker 
rule was applied after S5 minutes 
of play, including 15 minutes extra 
time, had failed to produce any 
result Five teams took part in the 
three-day championship. 


Junior soccer 


Punjab 


' Aquatics 


T iny tou and JnaiorB, boys and 
girls, vied witii each oftor to 
win tc^ homnirs In tiie Puajrt 
State Swimming (Siampionali^ for 
Juniors organised by Punjab Sports 
Department at Horiiiarpur. Swim¬ 
mers from nine tUstrkts out of 12 
took part in the championships. 


Amritsar and Ludhiaiia strim- 
mers won the team championship 
for boys and girls reepectiveb. 
while we runners-up were Patiala 
and JuUundur Distiriets, respec¬ 
tively. 


The best performance came from 
Meera of Ludhiana (under 15 
group) vriio .won the 100 metre 
breaststroke event in one mipute 
and 33 seconds, towering by 5 sec¬ 
onds her own record for the event 
establiriied during the Natiendl age- 

f roup swimming championship at 
atiala 


Another swimmer to comm glory 
was Kamalprect Grewal (under 19 
group) She won 100 metre breast¬ 
stroke, 200 metre breaststroke and 
400 metre individual medley races 
with convincing margins. 

From the enthusiasm shown by 
the youngsters it was evident that 
Punjab boys and girls are taking to 
swimming in a big %vay. 


Chandigarh S. J. 
awards 


HIRTEEN teams vied for the 
coveted R.S.O. Inter-Institutio¬ 
nal junior soccer trophy which was 
bagged by St. Josef’s School in 
Allahabad. In we anal played at 
tile Stadium, St. Joseph’s accounted 
for A. B.I. College by a solitary 
1 netted by Anil Choudhary in 
second half. 

A ir Force, Manauri emerged 
champions in the Monsoon Fix¬ 


ed Five Bsricetball Tournament, 
scoring a thrilling 97-95 win over 
Five Stars m the final played at the 
Mayo Hall Sports Complex, Allaha¬ 
bad The Manauri, thus, avenged 
their defeat against Five Stars in 
the earlier rounds. 


Earlier, St Mary’s Convent got 
the better of Sports Complex in 
the women's final 46-32. 



T he Chandigarh Sports Journa- 
listt Assoaation adjudged 
Manjit Sin^ of B.S.F. (foottoill) 
and Kanwal Thakur Singh of Chon- 
digarh (badminton) as the "Best 
Sportsman”, and "Best Sports¬ 
woman”, respectively, for tiie year 
1976-77. Ifp^nd-coming wicket¬ 
keeper Ved Raj has been named 
the "most talented mortsboy” and 
Nisha Sharma (hockey) as the 
"most talented sporugirl’* of the 
year. 

The C.S.JA. has also decided to 
honour some other sports stalwarts, 
past and present They are BalMr 
Sin^ and Charanjit Sin|W (former 
hockey Olympians), Miikha Singh 
(the Flying Sikh), Ajinder Kaur 
(hockey), Kamaljit Sandhu (athle¬ 
tics), ^andgi Ram (wrestiing) 
Md Simran Singh (golf). 

— M. P. VERMA 


The Subhaaia Qrldmt Club 
temn of DeUii with Unte 
^ Works ii Housing Miiiiater 
^ 'Sikander Bakht on tiie am 
naat day function aC the 
dub at the Northern Railwar 
Stadliim 
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Don Bosco 
schools* champs 

T his Don Botco MatrtcultUon 
School team won the Sir 
M. Venkatasubba Rao shield inter- 
school cricket tournament for Sub- 
Juniors in Madras for the second 
successive year The team is seen 
below with school offiuals and 
coach 




Karnataka 

cross-country 

YhaT sw^b lanfC'disunce ae* 
from ^moga Dtsirict, D R 
Shashikalamaoi. let no one st^ 
her thondcr in the women’s 3 km. 
cross country race held at )Lo](»- 
meahwar (Chitradurga District) by 
winning the event w a street and 
completing a magnincent hat-tridc. 
ShsHukala won with nearly a km. 
to qwre from her nearest rival — 
a fantastic feat indeed. 

Kolar Dutnct's C. Veokateshappa 
had to put his beat bare foot for¬ 
ward to stave off a very strong and 
gallant challeage from local star 
G. A. Sarduwas in the men’s 14.S 
km race. 

Veokateshappa had Sarakawas 
breathing down his neck r^t 
through and won by just two net 
with Venkataram of Kolar in dUrd 
place dose behind. 

Deccan Athletic Club's K 5. 
Copal ronqwd home in the 10 km. 
race for Senior Boys (under 19}^ 
while the Junior Boys (under 17) 
event went to Chikmagaliir’s Sidde 
Gouda 

K R Usba won her second suc¬ 
cessive race among girb which 
saw her teammates from Kolar bag- 
gtng five out of the six positions. 

Ine race was extremely well 
organised hr Municipal Arts Col* 
lege and kudos must go to their 
principal Sadananda fUnawall on 
a job well done The route was 
chcsen by M V Seshala Setty end 
R N Rangappa 


Karnataka Motor Rally 


T he Karnataka 1,000 Motor Ral¬ 
ly IS fast becoming ‘The Rally’ 
of the country and a most challeng¬ 
ing one at that This year’s Rally, 
much tougher than the previous 
ones, saw as many as 29 two-wheel* 
ers and 27 cars starting off at an 
unscheduled spot on Magadi Road 
(that was because of a surprising 
last m nute Government directive) 
and at the end of the gruelling 
l,000<mile trip which ended back 
in Bangalore (at the original ve¬ 
nue!) only tour two wheelers and 
SIX cars limped home 
It was Bangalore again that pro 
duced the winner in the four- 
wheeler class in K A Jeevan Ku¬ 
mar with his inswgrable tram of 
A D lavaram, T V Ramachan- 
dran and A D Srikantan in an 
Ambassador Last year’s winner 
RdM Gupta iseiit off the reckoning 
with sutiit mechanical trouble 
Ihc second place was a tie be¬ 
tween Ramesh Shorff (Mahara¬ 
shtra) u) his Plat Padmini Deluxe 
and Karnataka's 1) R Shivaiani in 
his Ambassador both with 3,410 


penalty points as against Jeevan 
Kumar’s 1,870 Coimbatore’s Va- 
santh Kumar (Ambassador) with 
4,655 penalty points was third 

The 'rugged' combination of Ra- 
jamamckam and Dr. Vetrevel (na¬ 
vigator) won the two-wheeler race 
on their Enfield 350 BuHet and 
in second place was a most enter¬ 
prising lady, the first-ever m a 
rally (two-wheelers), Vasanthi 
Sadi^v who was the iievigator 
for tier husband She displayed 
tremendous guts and stamina and 
when they came back home (it was 
300 kms less for two wheelers who 
had a free run back to Bangalore 
from Chikmagalur) she looked 
fresh and not at all tired as she 
jumped off ths pillion and ran with 
the papers to the officials 

The Karnataka Motor Sports 
Club who organised the Rally very 
efficiently are aiming to give an 
individual character to this event 
which as their energetic honorany 
secretaiy (Sopinath Siva puts it 
"needs an above average rallyist 
to compete and complete” In this 


they are certainly succeading. for 
none of the rallyists took things 
easy judging by the fantastic gad¬ 
gets they had Wa saw Hald Speed 
Pilots, Twin Masters, Trip Odo 
Metres, Clbi-HaJogen Quartz liidlt- 
ings. Demisters and what have 
you? You name them, they had 
them' Everyone of them was keen 
and dedicated 

The Government directive to 
change the starting point which was 
the Mahatma Gandhi Road was 
shocking for the reason given was 
that the rally should not start in 
the city area but diould be outside 
city limits In the first place this 
decision coming at the eleventh 
hour, found he organisers “reshap¬ 
ing” the tulip charts and under¬ 
going a great deal of unneceMary 
nar^ips, secondly this was a 
rally not a race and the organisers 
made it clear to the competitors 
that the rules of he road must be 
adhered to strictly and hence there 
was no danger involved 

— R ARVINDAM 
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"While I was 
perfecting my 
square cbm, 
Palmolive 
was perfecting 
my shaving" 

Sunn iiM¥Mkar 


' '',4 ,1 



merIlane 

range of playnig cards from 


Porfesons 




n 
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Now hbnolive) improved 
noisliiriK^biiiieri^ 

Ren doser, smoother shaves 

Mmolivt * moliturimf laiNir j^SLir~~ 7 , 

now 4iOM avan mora for you With 
Ha unlqua rnsradiant 56L 4 It haipt 
you work up a rich craamy lathar / 

Oiittiin aacondt Lathar that rataina / 

iMittura longar for comfort all / / 

through your thava Softana avan tha / 

horclaai board Improvaa raaor glido ^ J!^W Syjj^ / 

And whHa you gat your cloaaat /"JUf -7 

atnoothaat ahawa avar Palmoiiva a ^ 

rich amoillantc condition your akin \WSSr~a^'allar^SlU^L\ 

Tty tha knaat ahaving aanaation— 

Paiinollya unth SOL 4 t 

CUtoou ymif kmd of ituifing IflEKLY^ / p/m 

pfOMon HornMmoltv* Mm 

Polmothro Oo-Luno Lathar 8 m 

tha craamy amooth lathar and '• /9 SSK "iW 

a bold miaeulina tragranca lor / M|Mf 

real ahaung lUaaiuro t^'wH ciiw!'"WW 

PaiiiioliuiaUm»n.FiMh . Xi;£a& j ^ 

wrth a laman-frMh tang for a i 

rafraahadafwr ahava foaling 
Pabneditfo W o t itho l -Cool ^ 

daaMngly tool fragranco and /vBBf/ 

akin-Mohng mantnol <• 

«lffl0liv»-1iig cheieg of luccotsfol mon Om world ovarl s 



Park$ons 

Ldlbduq Bombay 40001^ 
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^HITE’S aitiicl after sacrific* 
ittg.a piece for three Pawfns 
is tinHIcipat for « draw. Black < 
haiMUes the complications well, but 
his 33rd move, perhm^s trying for 
a win, costs him the same. 

FRENCH DEFENCE 
White: Westerinen 
Black: Raisevich 
CEuropean Championship, 1975 

1. PK4, UK3 2. PQ4, PQ4 3. NQ2 

(a) P<2B4 4. KNB3 (b) NQB3 (c) 
i KPxP, KPxP 6. BK2, NB3 7. 00, 
BK2 (d) 8. PxP, BxP 9. NN3. BK2 
10. N(N)Q4, 00 11. PQN3, NK5 IZ 
BN2. BB3 13. PKR3 (e) BB4 14. 
PB4, RKl 11 PxP, NxN 16. NxN, 
QxP 17. BB4, QR4 (f) 18. QRS, 
PKN3 19. BxPchi? (g) KxB 20. 
QxRPch, KBl 21. NxB. BxB (h) 22. 
NR6. QQ4 23. QRQl, QK3 24. 
QxQNP, BN2 25. QN4ch. RQ2 (i) 
2b. NN4, PR4 27. QR3. QN3 28. RQ3. 
RKl 29. QBl, KNl 30. QB4ch. KR2 
31- UQ5, NN6 32. QQ3, NxR 33. 
RQ(i. yNl? (j) 34. QxPch. KRl 35. 
RQ.i; RK4 36 NB6!, BxN 37. QxBch. 


XHl k KRl QBfeh.^ 

KNl 40. R07. RSK2 41. RxR, RxR 
42. QxR, QR7ch 43. KxN, QR8ch 
44. KK2, QxNP 4.1 QKfich; KBl 46. 
QN4, QR7 47, QN3, Bla£k resigns. 

<ai Tarfasch Variation which 
avoios the Winawer (3. NQB3, 
BNS). Blade's main replies are 
3. . . PQB4 and 3. . . NQB3. 

(b) More usual is 4. KPxP, KPxP 
S. KNB3, NQB3 6. BNS, BQ3 7. 
PxP. BxP 8.00, KNK2 9. NNf, BQ3 
10. BNS, 00 (TahVagayan, USSR 
ch. 1975). 

(c) It is risky for Black to avoid 
foe isolated QP by 4. . . BPxP 5, 
PxP. QxP 6. B84, QQ3 7. 00. NKB3 
8. NN3, NB3 9. QNxP, NxN 10. NxN. 
BK2 (MCO gives 10. . . PQR3 11. 
PQN3, QB2); GellerVaganyan, 
USSR Championship, 1976 now 
went: 11, PQN3. 00 12. BN2, QBS 
13. QK2, QKS 14. QQ2, RQl 15. 
KRKl, QRS 16. QRQl. BB4 17. 
RKS, NNS? 18, RxB, QxRPch 19. 
KBl. PK4 20. QNSl, NB3 21. BxPeh!. 
KRl (if. . . KxB 22. RB7ch, B02, 
23. NB5, PKN3 24. R7xBch. RxR 25. 
RxRch, NxR 26. QK7ch and mates) 

22. RxP, BNS 23. PKB3, QRBl (if 

23. . . QRSch? 24 KB2!, QxR 25. 
RKl!) 24. RQ2. RBI 25. BK6. QRKl 
26.^ R2K2, QRSch 27. KB2, PKR4 
28. NBS, Black resigns. 

(d) 7. . . PxP 8. 00, BQ3 9. NN3. 
KNK2 transposing into a system 
adopted by Black in other varia¬ 
tions (e.g. 5. . . P()R3 instead of 
. . . NQB3) is possible. 


(•V ilfhiie has prevent < BUS 
wwtdKeaing hie hold on Q4. 

ts) On 17. . . QQl? (17. . 

IS. BUS) 18. Nxi, BxB (or ll. . 
-7, BxB 20. R<J7) 19- 



a winping attack. 


(g) A tempting sacrifice expo¬ 
sing foe King and getting 

three pawns for a piece. 

(h) Not 21. . . Qxti 2t BR3ch, 
BX2 23. BxBch. RxB 214. <2R8dh, 
KB2 25. QxR winning. 

(i) If 25. . . QK2? 26. RQ7I, BxN 
(26. . . QxQ?? 27. RB7 mate) 27. 
RxQ, RxR 28. RKl, P<?B4 29 <»13, 
KB2 30. wins. 

(j) Correct was 93. , . QxR 34. 
<3xQ, RKS securing at least a draw- 


n 


IB 

■ 

Ik H IRi 

■ n 

■ a. 


■ ■ ■ 

Ji 



White: Kh4; R's-a2, h3; Ba4. 
Black: KhS: Qh7; Be6. 
White to plgy and draw. 


L AST week's par hand: 

10 9 8 6 5 2 
AS y 
A 9 
KQ 9 


K 4 2 

10 8 7 6 5 4 3 
nil 

iContract: 5 NT by South. Lead O 3. 

West has commenced the auction 
with an opening bid of 3 clubs 
(eight<ard) suit. 

Is there any point in ducking foe 
diamond? Assuming spades behave, 
there are six tricks available in 
spades, three in the red suits and 
one in dubs. The best chance of 
an eleventh trick lief* in a red suit 
squeeze. So you rise wifo foe Dia¬ 
mond Ace and when you cafo foe 
spade Ace, foe Queen appears on 
your right. The hand is now double¬ 
dummy. West started life wifo 
eight dobs, three spades and two 
singletons. But have you taken 
foe precaution of preserving that 
.deuce of spades in dummy? If so, 
foe play proceeds: 

The second spade is cafoed and 
dummy entered with foe heart Ace. 
The Club K is played discardinf 
foe knave of spades from hand. 

If West wins foe Club Ace and 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 

returns a black suit, dummy's win¬ 
ners arc cashed, producing this 
four-card ending; 

2 

5 

9 

9 

N nil 

Q J 

Immaterial W E Q J 

nil 

S 


deuce of spades and West unblocks 
his spades in order to counter de¬ 
clarer’s plans, foe squeeze is in¬ 
operable provided West ducks foe 
club King. This would be the five- 
five-card ending: 

2 

5 

9 

Q 9 

ml nil 

nil (W) (E) « 

nil m 

AJ XXX 10 

(S) 
nil 
K 4 

10 8 7 
nil 


nil 

K 4 * 

10 8 
nil 

When foe last spade i.s played a 
simple red suit squeeze operates on 
East. He cannot spare a heart, for 
declarer’s heart 4 becomes high 
and a diamond discard enables 
South to ditch his heart four and 
release a diamond winner for his 
eleventh trick. 

So why all foe fuss about pre- 
forving dummy’s deuce of spades? 
Immaterial against this defence, 
but vital if West elects, as he 
should, to duck foe club King. If 
declarer has not preserved his 


On foe last spade, East discards 
his club 10 and even though foe 
defence'loses its club Ace it must 
take thfee tridts in foe red 'suits. 

When West ducks foe club King 
he is forown In wifo foe ^de 
deuce. The trick fous sacrificed 
comes back imnediately when West 
having nnfoitig but cIum is forced 
to yield a second cinb trick to 
dummy, at foe same time correct¬ 
ing foe timing for a squeeze. The 
squeeze which operates is the same 
as foe one illustrated in the dia¬ 
grammed four-card ending 

I wonder how many 6f our play¬ 
ers outwitted foe par-setter on this 
deal? Good work Shantil 
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Swimming' 


Old rivalries in a new setting 


HOUGH all the constituent 
units sent teamv, the Inter* 
Railway Aquatics Championship, 
which concluded in the capital last 
Week, was for all practical purposes 
a continuation of old rivalries in a 
new setting for Calcutta swimmers. 
For, the meet was dominated en¬ 
tirely by South-Eastern Railway 
and Eastern Railway, both based 
in die Eastern metropolis. 

South-Eastern won the team 
championship, with Eastern a close 
runners-up. Moreover, all but one 
of the impressive tally of two na¬ 
tional and nine meet records which 
were established over the three 
days of the competition were 
shared by these two teams. Their 


domin.it ion is nothing new, of 
course, but this year’s meet mark¬ 
ed by some stirring individual 
pei formances. 


The star turn was provided by 
two brothers from Eastern, Gour 
and Natal Purkait The two set the 
new national marks, both in butter¬ 
fly races, Gour winning the 200 
metres and Natai the 100 metres. 
Gour’s feat on the opening day was. 
in fact, the high point of the meet. 
In a fantaatk race, the first three 
all broke the national mark of 2 
min. 30.4 secs That mark stood in 
the name of Western’s Yang Chin 
Shin •— who came second this time 
despite a better timing of 2:292. 
Gour won the race in 2:29.1, while 



Aahia Dan . . . ge«d but not as good as in I97S 



Natai was third in 2:29.5, *1110 three 
mmed to be goading each other 
throughout the race, and the an¬ 
nouncement of the record only con¬ 
firmed one’s impression of a raqa 
swum at a furious pace. 


on the final day, it was Natai’s 
turn to put his name tn the record 
again at the expenae 
of Yang Chin For the second time, 
the luckless Yang Chin bettered hit 
own record timing only to find 
himself pipped at the post. Yang 
C,iin’s 100 metres butterfly man 
stood at 1:049. Natai finished in 
1*04 3, while Yang Chin was only 
a bair’s-breacith behind in 1:04.4. 


The only lonsnlaiiiin for Young 
Chin was that he set a now meet 
record in the 400 metres individual 
medley Vang Chin clocked 5:29 0. 
Gour Purkait’s 5:J8 4 also broke 
Ashis Dev’s old mark of 5:41.4 In 
an echo of Yang Chin’s earlier dis¬ 
comfitures, Das himself came third 
in 5:442. 


Barring that race, howevei, Ashis 
Das, too, had a successful meet, 
though not as successful as in 1975, 
when he had nine iitics against his 
name This time. Das won loot indi¬ 
vidual races, setting a new meet re¬ 
cord in one of them That was on 
the final day, when he won the 
prestigious 100 metres freestyle in 
1:00.1, bettering his own mark of 
1:00.5 His other wins were in the 
100 metres backstroke, 400 metres 
freestyle and 200 metres 
backstroke 

The third national mark to be 
bettered was in the 4 x 100 metres 
medley relay. The South-Eastern 
quartet clocked 4:37 3, as against 
the listed mark of 4:37.8 set by the 
Services. The meet record in this 
race was lowered by fully 6.5 sec¬ 
onds The other two relays the 
4 X 100 and 4 x 200 freestyle also 
saw new meet records being esta¬ 
blished, both by Eastern. 

Another notable performance 
was that of Madhu Haider of South- 
Eastern, who claimed a breast¬ 
stroke double with the 100 and 
200 metres. In the former race he 
set a new meet record of 1:17.8, 
bettering his own mark of 1:18.7. 


The only consolation for hosts 
Northern Railway came in Ute 
springboard diving event, where 
Asbok Sharma, encouraged by a 
vociferous home crowd, emerged 
winner with a tally of 387.85 pointt, 

— $W CORRESPONDENT 


SPORTSWEEK, September 25, 1977 





<ytr yb o< far know* diit 

^ fMMUf Tint crieketarB ar« 
iMisg pnd fabulotu fen W pley 
1 b tte Kerry Pecker eerie*, it 1* 
not genera% known thet eudi- 
ences are u»o being paid fees 
to watch the s«ries. 

A locgl agent of Packer met 
me iMntr the gate of the Wankhe- 
de Stadium in Bombay early this 
areek and atdced me: “Would you 
be interested in watching the 
Australia vs. Rest of the World 
matches at famous Australian 
football grounda? We will meet 
all your expenses and pay you a 
decent fee.“ 

"Thank you very much.” I said. “I 
had heard that you were hiiing 
people to watch the matches, but 
I will have to seriously consider 
all the repercussions of becoming 
a professional spectator” 

The agent said* “Some of the best 
specutors in the world, people 
who have been watching Test 
cricket for more than 30 years 
at leading grounds, have signed 
with Packer” 

“Yes," I said, "1 can well believe 
that But 1 have not wt made 
up my mind if it would be good 
for cricket if spectators were 
paid to watch it It may kill the 
entire spirit ot watching good 
cricket for the mere fun of it ” 

The agent was very persistent He 
said “Think how much of your 
time you have by now devoted 
to watchiny dull and lifeless 
games in which your team al 
ways loses And the amount of 



IS participation in the Mad< 

res camp compulsory for pla> 
yers wishing to be chosen for the 
cricket tour of Australia? 

— V. Msdhusudan. (Cannanore). 


A FROM the explanations and 
^ subsequent clarifications off- 
t»red by Board secretary Ghulam 
Ahmed it appears as though the 
camp is a “must” for those attend¬ 
ing It and not compulsory for those 
vdio do not or cannot. 


Q WILL yon please plead with 
the selectors on my behalf and 
ensure that Prasanna u chosen for 
tte Australian tour so that he could 
eompleiie ZOO wickets in Tests? 

— R. C. Chandresekhar Raju, 
(Hyderabad). 



by BtfSTBSE 


money you must have spent to 
watch these games And in re¬ 
turn you have got nothing” 

“What you say is true,” I said “So 
much time and money the poor 
spectators have put in in watch¬ 
ing cricket and they have got 
nodiing back from the game” 

The agent said; “We feel that the 
money should be ploughed back 
to the spectators, who are, after 
all, the backbone of cricket, and 
not spent on organisations and 
club members and things like 
that.” 

"I am glad somebody feels diat,” 
I said 

The agent continued “What we 
are doing is bound to improve 
the future of spectator cricket 
National cricket associations will 
no longer be able to take specta- 
tois fot granted and will m fu¬ 
ture have to pay them money to 
attend their matches Even the 
state associations may be forced 
to pay the spectators to watch 
the Ranji Trophy, etc ” 

“I sincerely hope that you are 
right," I said “However, what 
I am worried about is that die 


A YOU need have no anxiety 
^ Baiting “accidents", Pras 
should walk into the team 

<s 

Q DO you think Kirmani will 
be replaced as wicketkeeper? 
— Rajiv Som, (Kanpur). 

A NOT at the moment and cer- 
^ tainly not by Bharat Reddy 


Q HOW many catches and stum- 
pings have been effected so far 
by Kirmani in Tests? 


— G Jayaram, 
(Chamarajanagar, Mysore). 


A IN 15 Tests, Kirmani has held 
^ 27 catches and stumped 11 He 
has also scored 490 runs In 23 in¬ 
nings, four times not out, at an 
average of 25,78 

^ HOW does a bowler delivar 
an armer? 

— Manmohan Krishna (Saharsa) 
and ArU Gopinadi 

(Tirupur, T. N > 

A WITH die left handl The ball 
^ comes in with the arm, hence 
aimer 


erideet assedatkHU nuiy get to- 
gBtfaar and decide to ban all 
igMKtgtors vdto here signed for 
from watching official Tasta. 
They may even go a step frnr- 
tber and iaaue uistructioiu to 
the state associations to 
not allow us asywhore near the 
stadium. for ordinary matdhes 
alao." 

"Iliat it somediiag you will have 
to face,” said the agent. “But we 
can assure you that wc will not 
take it lying down and may con¬ 
test in a court of law your basic 
right to watch an official cricket 
mateh.” 

“I know I can depend on you,” I 
said. 

The agent said: “In the first ins¬ 
tance, you will sign a contract 
with Kerry Packer to watch all 
matches staged him for the 
next three years. For every match 
at which you arc present for all 
the five days, you will get a spe¬ 
cial bonus as alto every time 
the team you are cheering wbm” 

“Anything else?” I asked. 

“You will arrive at the ground in 
time for every match and, in case 
for some reason jou cannot be 
personally present, you will un¬ 
dertake to watch the match on 
television,” the agent said. 

“Very well," 1 said. 

“Good,” said the agent, taking out 
a contract form and a pen, “sign 
here And you can keep me pen 
as a memento for being the mst 
Indian to have become a profes¬ 
sional spectator.” 


Q WHAT are the Test figures of 
Sunil Gavaskar and G R. Vis- 
waiiath? 

— PS. Bose (Lucknow-S) 
L H Boonerjee (Caicutta-S), 
Vinu Nayar (Calcutta-9}, Pra- 
bhakar N. Kadam (Nipimi), A. 
Chakravorty (Lilnah, Howrah), 
K V V. Sastry (Nalgonda, A.P.) 
and F Prabfau (Guntur). 

A IN 32 Tests, Gavaskar has 
^ scored 2,776 runs, including 
ten centuries, el: an average of 
48.70. His highest is 220 against the 
West Indies in the fifth Test at 
Port ot Spain in 1971. He has held 
28 catchea In 38 Tests, Viswanatfa 
has.scored 2,681 runs, including 
five centuries, at an average of 
4042. His best is 139 in the third 
Test against West Indies at Cal¬ 
cutta in 1974-75. He has held 27 
catchea 

Q WHAT was Brijesh Patel’s 
■oire in the second innings of 
the mird “Test" against Sn Lanka 
in 1975? 

— K Nath, (Nagpur). 

A CAUGHT Hamer,’ bowled 
Sahabandhu 55. 
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T. T. Topics... .. 

On travel and sponsorshiii 


A ’ GREAT (teal of good can ema> 
nate from an exchange of 
ideas. Sad to say, the Table Ten* 
nU Federation of India always 
kinsps its doors and windows bar¬ 
red and is impervious to winds of 
change. It is not receptive to 
suggestions and ideas, however 
ww intentioncil, unless they come 
from the Chosen One. 

Such being toe case, perhaps it 
is futile to proceed further. How¬ 
ever, in the interests of toe game 
I must publicise two good sunos- 
tions made during the press con¬ 
ference held in connection with 
the Khar Gymkhana Open Tour¬ 
nament. 

The first was not merely a sug¬ 
gestion. It was also an impas¬ 
sioned plea by toe tournament se¬ 
cretary, Inderjit Solanki, to ensure 
that major totnrnaments in an 
area are arranged contiguously so 
that toe c(»t of travel can be 
shared by toe organisers. 

There is much to commend toe 
suggestion. The cost of toe play¬ 
ers’ travel forms one of toe big¬ 
gest burdens on an organiser 


wishing to invito outstation stars 
and there will be a considerable 
saving should two or three tour¬ 
naments In an area be held one 
after the other. 

In toe past such was the case in 
Bombay with toe Brothers' Club, 
toe St. Xavier’s and toe B T T A 
Championships being organised in 
succession in July-August. So the 
suggestion is entirely feasible. 

1 would like to go a stq> fur- 
toer and plead that the national 
calendar be drawn up in such a 
way that each area or n>ne holds 
all its major events during a par¬ 
ticular month or so. Thus the 
Khar Gymkhana, in which a large 
number of top players from all 
over toe country are competing, 
could have been held immediate¬ 
ly after the Western India in 
August 

Dates could be allotted to the 
Parrv’s and Binny’s along with toe 
Southern India and so on. In 
other . words, dates for prize- 
money and other major tourna¬ 
ments could be allotted along with 
toe Regional Championships. 


Such a move will faavO a two¬ 
fold advantage. It will'not only 
ensure the participation of more 
good players for toe Regional 
Championships but will also oring 
down the costs tar the State As¬ 
sociation organising the Region- 
ajs as much as for toe clubs. 

Some of the players, especially 
those who enjoy free travel facili¬ 
ties, may not be very enthusiastic 
about toe idea but I am sure they 
will appreciate the great saving in 
time. So far this season, many 
players have visited Maharashtra 
thrice in toe course of three 
months and been to Delhi twice in 
between-—for toe Zakir Humain 
and toe 'Times”. 

Since players are entitled to 
only second class by rail under toe 
T T F I terms, they are spending 
almost u much time in travelling 
to and fro as in playing in a tour¬ 
nament, if not more. Should orga¬ 
nisers be able to save on travel 
costs perhaps they will be able to 
offer better terms, to toe players. 

I can foresee only one snag to 
this kind of joint venture. Players 
may not be able to be away from 
school, college or office for long 
> spells at a stretch but this hurdle 
can be overcome by utilising the 
Dussera, Divali and other vaca¬ 
tions. At least it can be tried out 
as far as it is feasible. The main 
thing is toe urgent need to slash 
overheads. The money thus saved 
could be utilised for coaching and 
promotional efforts. 

The other suggestion — if it 
could be called that — came from 
toe Khar Gymkhana’s president, 
B. V. Baliga. While thanking 
K. G. Appusamy, toe managing 
director of Air-lndia for all toe 
help, Baliga was optimistic that 
with such a sports enthusiast as 
Appusamy at toe helm, Air-lndia 
could be expected to help in 
sports promotion in a big way. 

For instance, Air-lndia could 
help to. bringing top players from 
abroad, Baliga said. Such help 
will be most welcome. It will not 
only transform the drab, detmio- 
ratmg domestic scene but will also 
earn for Air-lndia toe gratitude 
of players and ehtousiasts all over 
toe country. 

Such help need not be confined 
to briimtog in players. May be 
such help could be extended to get¬ 
ting a coach. It is up to the fede¬ 
ration to jump at toe chance and 
make toe most of it Of course I 
am presuming that officials have 
the good of toe game at heart and 
will not be interestod solely to 
securing free petsego fmr toem- 
selves! 

— TtH>-SFINNBR 
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Claiiy' NMtoliie (20) of Canada seen wHh her motoa* 
aa^atfaw sftir the had set a new world record for a 
two-way Channel swim. She covered toe dts^ 

ance hi 19 iMwa, ^ mina. — 10 taouca faster tlum toe 

beat 
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Twelve for 
youth 
Asiad 


ABDUL HAMID KHAN of 
•^Maharashtra, in all probability, 
will lead the Indian team to the 
fourth Asian Youth Basketball 
Championships at Kuwait from 
October 1 to 15 

Be will thus follow in the foot¬ 
steps of hts elder brother Gulam 
Rasool who skippered India at the 
first Youth Asians at Seoul in 1970 

The team which was derlared at 
the end of the second coaching 
camp at Patiala, will lease for Ku¬ 
wait on September 27, at the end 
of the third camp which was start¬ 
ed after a day’s break 

Mumtaa-ul-Haq will accompany 
the team as coach. P. N. Sankaran 
of Bihar will be its manager and 
N D. Krishnan of Maharashtra will 
go as referee 

The lads are in good shape All 
of them possess sound fundamen¬ 
tals and good basketball sense. 
Rough edges if any, have been 
smoothened out during the three 
coaching camps. They are expected 
to do very well at Kuwait. 

ABDUL HAMID KHAN (Maha¬ 
rashtra) An all-rounder who spe¬ 
cialises in lonj^ra^e shots. He is 
also very effective under the 
bmu'ds He represented Maharash¬ 
tra juniors in 1973-74-75 and men 
in 1974-7S76. Recipient of the 
Shiv Chhatrapati award of the 
Maharaditra government. 

MOHAMMED RIAZ (Maha¬ 


\ s. 




Dakshinamurthy 


Conch Mtuntaa 


rashtra) Playmaker and good 
long shooter, he is the shortest 
member of the team at 165 cms. 
while the average height of the 
team is 179 cms He possesses 
terrific ball control Represented 
Maharashtia juniors in 1973-74. 

HANIF PATEL (Maharashtra). 
Playmaker and good dribbler His 
forte IS speed and aggression Re¬ 
presented Maharashtra Juniors in 
1975-76 

ANIL SANAS (Maharashtra): 
Pivot At 196 cms. Anil is the 
tallest member of the team. He 
makes good use of his height and 
reach in collecting rebounds and 
scoring from the pivot position. 
Represented Maharashtra schools 
in 1975-76 and juniors in 1976. 

HARISH SHARMA (Delhi); 
Playmaker and shooter Harish is 
a very useful shooter with a hi^ 
percentage from the wings He re¬ 
presented Delhi juniors in 1974/5 
and also represented Delhi Uni- 
veisity in 1975-76 

PROMOD KUMAR (Chandi¬ 
garh); An all-rounder. He is a 
good shooter and dribbler. Re- 
inresented Chandigarh schools in 
1973-74-7S76 and juniors and 
seniors in 1974-75-76. 

ROOP RAM (Chandigarh): 
Shooter He represented Chandi¬ 
garh juniors and seniors in 1974- 


75-76. He is also a playmaker and 
shooter from the win^ 

MAHESH KUMAR BAHL 
(Chandigarh): Pivot Maheah is 
the second-tallest member of die 
team at 190 cms. Be is a very ef¬ 
fective centre and vi^ agile under 
the baskets. Represented Chandi¬ 
garh juniors and seniors in 1974- 
75-76 and Punjab University in 
1976. 

MANMOHAN SINGH (Punjab): 
All-rdunder He is one of the ull 
members of the team. Specialises 
in rebounding and under-the-board 
play R^resented Punjab juniors 
in 1974-75 and seniors in 1976. 

NARAYAN KALLA (Rajasthan); 
Pivot Narayan .caught the eye 
with hit play from the pivot posi¬ 
tion He is a disciple of veteran 
Khushi Ram. Represented Raja¬ 
sthan juniors in 1974-75. 

MOHAMMED If^BAL (Raja¬ 
sthan); All-rounder. Iqbal pos¬ 
sesses tremendous speed and sta¬ 
mina. He is a good shooter and 
also works hard in the defence 
Represented Rajasthan schools in 
1974-75-76 and juniors in 1975 

P. S DAKSHINAMURTHY 
(Tamil Nadu). Shooter He is a 
very reluble shooter with a high 
percentage of conversion. Repre¬ 
sented Tamil Nadu juniors in 
1974-75. 

— JAVED AKHTAR 
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All-India & South Asia Rugliy 



The Bombay Gymkhana team, winners of the Indian 
Rwffcy Union Trophy. Skipper David Ellis is holding the 
ball, while vice<^tain Alan Samuel is standing fourth 
from right 


Bombay Gymkhana daimed die 
Indian. Bngby Union Tet^hST, de. 
icating Cal^inta Cricket and #«oi« 
hall f^ub in the final of the All- 
India and South Asia Tournamont 
by a goal and a try (10 points) to 
nothing. 

The tournament attracted 10 
teams, four from Calcutta and six 
from Bombay. Holders, Wilson 
Gymkhana from Bombay, who lost 
some of their last year’s players 
to Bombay Gymkhana, went down 
to CC A FC In the early rounds. 

The seven-a-side tournament was 
won by La Martinere Old Boys 
from Calcutta who defeated Cal¬ 
cutta Police. 



The Bonhay Gynddiaiw forwards display 
their superior ‘mauling’ skills against 
CC A FC in the final 


Ataa Sanwdt of BonlMy GymldiMM trying 
te forcn his way dsrough the CC A FC 
playcm 

PICS: no 
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Maharashtra State Pelire and Armenians, Calcidta players 
are trying to find the bgll in a “mcic*’ 



Maharashtra State Police are awarded their first try against 
Armenians 



N. Khan of Calcutta Pottce is bfing tackled by a Bmnbay 
Gpnkhami plajrcr 


Bhilwara ch^s 

'I'HE FOURTH AH India ^avi- 

* tatioa chess tournament for 
the Milwara 7rc^hy has started 
at Ehilaj from Sept. 17. 

Thirteen renowned players in¬ 
cluding interhational roaster 
Manuel Aaron, Ravi Sekhar, pro¬ 
mising junior Pravin Tbipsay and 
girl prodii^ Rtdiini Khadulcar will 
take part in the tournament which 
is the top prize-money competition 
for chess in the coontry. 

Cash prizes worth Rs. 10,000 
will be given to the top four play¬ 
ers by the Bhiiwara Group m a 
bid to promote the game in the 
country which is yet to produce a 
grandmaster. 

The following are the partici¬ 
pants of die 15-day, round-robin 
tournament Manitel Aaron, Ravi 
Sekhar, Nasir Ali, Mohammmi 
Hassan, A. K. Ghosh, Nasiruddin 
Ghalib, Vijay Adhikari, Pravin 
Thip&ay, Miss Rohini Khadilkar, 
Rafiq Khan, Rajesb Bahadur, R. S. 
Gupta and Rajendra Bagdi. 

Bail for CAB 


officials 

A N. GHOSH, president of the 
Cricket Association of Bengal, 
and two former officials of the 
CAB have been granted anticipa¬ 
tory bail by Justice P. S. Barooah 
and Justice A. N. Banerjee of the 
Calcutta High Court following a 
petition moved on their behalf in 
respect of sale of tickets for a 
benefit match for the former Test 
cricketer, Shute Banerjee. 

The bail order was passed last 
week after the counsel for petition¬ 
ers contended that the sale of tic¬ 
kets totalled Rs. 2,37,000 of which 
according to alleged admission of 
Banerjee, Rs. 1,88,000 and odd had 
already been received by him. It 
was also contended that the ac¬ 
counts were audited and Rs. 5,138 
were due to Banerjee for which 
due publication was made in all 
the published audited balance- 
sheets every year by the CAB. 

Offer for Hashim 

KJ ASHIM KHAN, seven times 
** former British Open Squash 
champion, is now in Karachi. He 
has come from Colorado, United 
Stttes, a few days ago to negotiate 
an offer that the Pakistan Inter¬ 
national Airlines has given to the 
former unofficial world chanqiion. 

The PIA wants a super coach 
at the PIA Squash Complex which 
the airlines built last year. 

When contacted recently, 
Hashim Khan said the terms and 
conditibtis of the contract are 
under negotiation with the PIA and 
nothing could be said at this stage. 
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Hail Jai 

T he incluiion of M. L Jai- 
aimba in the cricket selection 
committee is an encouraging bit 
of news for youngsters It is rather 
surprising that in the past few 
years there is no selector from 
Bombay, even though it is the 
home of Indian cricket. 

— Ravi Vinayak (Bombay) 


C AN we expect the new cricket 
selection committee to shun 
favouritism and keep in mind the 
wider national interests while 
selecting players for the Austi alian 
tour? 

Tarun Sethia (Calcutta) 


Last resort 

S o die Aussies tried it as a last 
resort. At this rate a day will 
come when alt the players wUl 
have to be smelt by the umpires 
before the commencement of the 
game. 

» Elvis Ravi (Madras) 

Let him lead 

W E really think it is high time 
Sunil Gavaskar is given his 
due place in Indian cricket. If he 
is not iiiosen as a captain it will 
do more harm to him than any 
thing else and will be most unfair. 

— Rekba and Usha Anand 
(New O^hi) 


W HY is the Cricket Board dis¬ 
cussing the subject of taking 
action against Sunil Gavaskar? 
Can't a player express his views? 

— Ranjit Naik (Nagpur) 

What next ? 

F irst John Lever uses vase¬ 
line in India and now Max 
Walker uses suntan lotion in 
England Don’t know what next? 
— Anshuman Khare (Allahabad) 


Sorry spectacle 

O UR athletes’ performances in 
die recently concluded first 
World Cup athletics at Dusseldorf 
were disappointing. The sorry spec¬ 
tacle of the infighting in the AAPI 
is to be blamed for diis. 

-— R. Surendra Rao (Mysore) 

Brilliant 

T hat brilliant little nation. 

East Ormany. has once again 
asserted its unquestionable supe¬ 
riority oyet the rest of the world 
in the field of athletics. 

— Sundeep Khanna (Calcutta) 

Congrats 

H eartiest congratulations to 
coach P. K Banerji and the 
Mohun Began plkyers for their 
victory in the Bardoloi Trophy. 

— Aloke Mitra (Ranchi) 

Cheers Vilas 

TT ATS off to Guiliermo Vilas 
who has won the U.S. open 
tenms championship at Forest 
Hills. He has proved himself to be 
“the world’s number one player ‘ 
— V Jayanti (Madras) 


CORRIGENDUM 

This IS to notify our readers that our 
issues dated 17th and 24th July, 1977 
earned advertisements forCHAR- 
MINAR cigarettes wheiem the old 
price (66p.* for 10) was mentioned 
instead of the new updated price (77p • 
for 10). The error is regretted. 

— EDITOR 

STATUTORY WARNING; 
CIGARETTE SMOKING 
IS INJURIOUS TO 
HEALTH 


camel 
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BTC dictum—a need ess sacrifice 


M any wUl take issue with the 
statement of the chairman 
•nft senior Steward pf the Banga- 
\an Turf Club, J. B. Mallaradhya. 
that the Karnataka Government’s 
amendment to the terms of licence 
of die B.T.C. and the Mysore Race 
Cloh which debars those who own 
or lease a horse or those who have 
dene so in the last two years from 
functioning either as committee 
members or Stewards is a long 
overdue reform whidi is a step 
in the right direction as it will re¬ 
store public confidence which 
was the very essence of racing 
and it was a guarantee of a fair 
deal which was justly due to 
punters. 

As a result of this decision the 
future honoEary administrators of 
racing in lUrnataka will have no 
direct interest in the sport (in the 
state Stewards are permitted to bet 
only on horses in their ownership). 
While it may not be necessarily 
so it will probably result in gentle¬ 
men who have little interest and 
less knowledge of the sport laying 
down policy and guidelines and 
making vital decisions. Is this 
the b^t interest of racing? 

Again, if the BTC chairman has 
been correctly reported, it would 
seem that he is making an admis¬ 
sion that all was not well with the 
conduct of the sport in Karnataka 
and that things will change for 
the better now. Again, is that 
really so? 

As things stand cnly six of the 
present officials in Bangalore are 
eligible tor re-election. If a simi¬ 
lar condition were imposed in 
Western India only the Chairman 
of the RWITC would be eligible 
tor re-election 1 

It seems to this column that the 
only time that the personal inter¬ 
est of a horse-owning Steward may 
unconsciously aftect his better 
judi^ment is in the matter of ob¬ 
jections and/or enquiries 
regarding horses, trainers and 
jockeys who are associated with 
nim. The RWITC have already laid 
down that Stewards so placed do 
not sit in on such matters and 
that is a sufficient safeguard to 
ensure fair racing. 

Of course, the new dictum will 
create a better psychological 
atmosphere for the average race¬ 
goer is in a constant state of sus- 

S icion and mistrust. But, must the 
iterests of the sport be sacrificed 
on the altar or warped public 
thinking? Further, it is more than 
likely that the newly elected, non¬ 
horse-owning honorary officials, 
will not have a sufficient knowledge 
of the sport to assert themselves 


and that will result in them lean¬ 
ing on the paid officials and in¬ 
creasing their power and influence. 
Will it be in the best interests of 
the sport if the paid officials be¬ 
come all powerful? This column’s 
answer to that quesion is an em¬ 
phatic “No”l 

The virtually impossible hap¬ 
pened in Pune last week when the 

a e placed Red Pepper, Mighty 
ion. Bold Baby and Lapis 
Laauli in that order in the 1,000 
metres Pirachim Plate, soon asked 
the public to stand by for a fur¬ 
ther announcement after con¬ 
sultation with the Stewards and 
revised his placings as Mighty 
Stallion the winner by a neck from 
Red Pepper with Bold Baby third 
and Lapis Lazuli fourth. The 



inadvertently made the wrong an¬ 
nouncement which he corrected 
before any harm was done. 


Some people wondered whether 
the Judge has the power to amend 
an original decision. Rule 41 
makes it clear that he can correct 
a mistake subject to confirmation 
by the Stewards. Old-timers aver 
that, before the photo-finish 
camera was installed, the Judge 
sometimes erred in close finishes. 
However, a Judge has erred even 
after consulting the photo. This 
happened two decades ago in Bom¬ 
bay when the Gwalior-owned Zin- 
osca and Lough Ine were concerned 
in a phoo-finish. The Judge mis¬ 
read the colour of the caps and 
awarded the race to Zinosca when, 
in fact. Lough Ine had won. The 
Judge subsequently admitted his 
error but as the all right bell had 
been sounded there was no change 
in the result or in the pay out. 
However, a punter who had a fore¬ 
cast pool ticket nominating Lough 
Ine to win from Zinosca sought 
legal redress. The court ruled that 
though the Judge had admitted 
that that was the actual result his 
original decision stood as his deci¬ 
sion was final once the all clear 
was sounded and the case was lost. 


It is not generally known that 
the Stewards have the power to 
revise a Judge’s placings when the 
error has been glaring. Su^ ac¬ 
tion was resorted to in Hyderabad 
in 1961 When although jockey Con 
Morsillo’s mount was clearly third 
the Judge did not place it in the 
first four. The Stewards set the 
record right. 

Again, there is an instance of a 
revision in the placings even after 
the white ball has been hoisted gnd 
the all clear sounded. This hap¬ 
pened over 10 years ago in Banga¬ 
lore and it was done because there 
was a flagrant violation of the 
rules. The rider of one of the 
horses ccncerned in a dead heat 
for second place objected against 
the winner. The objection was up¬ 
held and this horse was placed 
first, the other horse concerned in 
the dead heat second and the ori¬ 
ginal winner third. The pay out 
had begun when the breach of 
the rules was brought to the notice 
of the authorities and they righted 
the wrong by declaring the horses 
concerned in the dead heat as 
joint winners. Needless to say, 
those punters who had cashed their 
tickets early benefited (the pay¬ 
ment is halved in the event of a 
dead heat) and the club had to re¬ 
imburse the bookmakers the full 
extent of the losses incurred be¬ 
cause of this official lapse. 

As service officers have not been 
required to attend Southern Com¬ 
mand Cup Day races in Pune in 
uniform for several years now the 
brass hats and the red tabs are no 
longer on show. But this has not 
affected the atmosphere associat¬ 
ed with the event and it draws a 
big crowd, especially as there is 
the added attraction of the cere¬ 
monial Beating Of The Retreat by 
massed bands after the last race. 
The Prodigy and Wild Blossom at¬ 
tracted the bulk of the betting in 
the eight-horse field but neither 
made any showing in the eight- 
horse field and Amontillado, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. M. Goculdas and Mr. 
Mulraj D. Goculdas’s Horatius-Tio 
Pepe colt, ran the best race of his 
career, leading all the way and 
winning with something in reserve. 

An-ontillado will now be a fore¬ 
cast poo] prospect for the St. Leger 
(October 2) as, -although he is 
vastly improved, he cannot mea¬ 
sure up to that giant. Squanderer. 
Khamseen and Cremona can win 
again and one should persist wiffi 
Mazedaar and Day Li^t. 
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THE WIDEST 
RANGE 

EVER OFFERED 
BY ANYONE 
ANYWHERf 
BLUES GREENS 
GREYS 

BLACKS BROWNS 
AND BEIGES 
IN 280 SHADES 
AND DESIGNS 
IN POLYESTER 
AND POLYESTER 
BLENDS 
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Available at selected 

and BSC stockists 


Shoes designed in Canada 
for comfort, styled for action 
and built to keep pace with fast 
young feet. Wear them once 
to know what sporty casuals 
are really meant to be ! 
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PANAMA 

The cigarette that i 7; 

blends superb quality I 
with freshness. | 
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A GOLDEN TOBACCO PRODUCT 
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KHALID ANSAKI: 


Cosmos match: 
Massive build-up, 
colossal let-down 

TbfD the Cosmos trip to Calcutta serve any useful 

purpose? That’s the question which will be 
debated almost until the stars of that gray evening 
last Sunday at the Eden Gardens cease to be a cos¬ 
mic entity. 

It certainly did a lot for many egos — especially 
those of the Mohun Bagan officials and players. 
For, never before had any sporting event so cap¬ 
tured the imagination of a city, which literally 
breathes soccer. No cricket Test match ever played 
in Calcutta can stand comparison to the magic spell 
that one man Pele — cast on the city on the 
Hooghly ior a whole week. His name was on every 
lip, his face mirrored in every eye. 

And yet, come to think of it, it could be that 
the massive build-up was, in the final analysis, the 
cause for that feeling of having been let down that 
hoveled in the air after the din and bustle of the 
game itself had settled. Was the press responsible 
ior arousing so much expectation, of asking too 
much of a man — even of Pele’s stature — to re¬ 
call the genius, that was once undoubtedly his, at 
the fag end of a glorious career that has stretched 
over two decades, during which he has earned the 
distinction oi being declared a ‘national treasure’ 
by his native BraziP 

It is common knowledge that too big a build-up 
is normally the forerunner of an equally big fall. 
And no fall could have been swifter or harder than 
the drop Cosmos suffered Hardly had the roar of 
the welcome faded when the rumble of discontent 
began. Even before the game, the press had been 
alienated That was followed by talk of a cclossal 
waste; a massive drain of foreign exchange mingled 
with that desperate personal feeling of loss that 
grips you when your pocket suddenly feels lightea*. 
The target of the most vicious tongues were, of 
course, the organisers. And the touts, who had had 
a field day — rumour has it that the Rs. 360 ticket 
fetched Rs. 1,500 and a TV setl The wags rated 
Crookestown, last year’s visitors from England, 
higher than Cosmos, while the cynics felt that a 
Mohun Bagan George Telegraph league encounter 
would have produced soccer of a better vintage. 

What really happened? Why did Cosmos fail to 
live up to the king-sized reputation that had pre¬ 
ceded them. Many excuses have been offered by 
Cosmos spokesmen themselves and they centre 
around the climate, ground conditions, jet-lag and 
the travel weariness of a long three-week tour. Cal¬ 
cutta’s humidity can sap the sturdiest. Besides, the 
ground was soft and Cosmos players are used to the 
hard artificial surfaces on which their home league 
matches are played. And their tour that crowded 
in Japan, China and India, places of such varying 
climes, food, and involving time changes and so 
many hours of jet travel could not but have taken 
a toll. These are the factors that the Cosmos men— 


coach Eddie Firmani, captain Werner Rott and 
supm- star Giorgio Chinaglia (pronounced Kin-alia) 
harped* on In private conversation w^th ffiis writer, 
while praising the crowds and their Hmthusiaam. 
(Getting to Pele was virtually impossible. Fort 
William could not have done a better job. The 
‘Black Pearl’ was as well guarded as' the gold in 
Fort Knox). 

As for the game itself, all praise to Mohun 
Bagan fer a stand-out performance. Their defence 
in which custodian Shivaji Bannerjee, Pradip Chou- 
dhary and Subroto Bhattacharjee were outstanding, 
was well nigh impregnable. And had their attackers 
— of whom schemer Habib, Sfayam Thapa and 
Bidesh Bose drew higji praise from the visitors — 
capitalised on even one more of the many chances 
that came their way they could well have won. An 
old failing, this inability to shoot accurately first¬ 
time immediately on getting in position. Cosmos 
skipper Rott summed it up best when he said that 
five of his regular players could not come to India. 
Besides, his men were accustomed to a short passing, 
bursi-and-stop, man-to-man marking game which the 
sluggish Eden Garden did not permit and which the 
Bagan men countered effectively. And, he added, 
that gift of a penalty was most welcome; if it had 
gone against Cosmos, they would certainly have 
complained. 

Amidst all that talk of disappointment, the dis¬ 
cerning few saw flashes of Peie’s brilliance, espe¬ 
cially in the swerving free-kick, the artistic flick 
and the openings he created for his fellow-forwards. 
All in all, he was most effectively bottled up by 'hs 
Mohun Bagan defenders and his ‘policeman’ Goutam 
Sarkar in particular. Perhaps the visitors missed 
Franz Beckenbauer, who had to fly home from 
China due to injury. But it might have been just -is 
well tor where would “the Kaiser’’ have stood in all 
that adulation showered on Pele? 

Manager Firmani said, in his opinion, Mohun 
Bagan after alt a club side, were not quite as good 
as China’s national team but that they could take 
on the national Japan outfit with a fair degree of 
ease. Why then do we as a nation perform so poorly 
at the Asian level?. One wonders in all seriousness 
it our soccer fortunes would be radically changed 
if for instance Mohun Bagan or East Bengal were 
to represent India in major tournaments abroad. 
They certainly seem to play better as teams than 
our national sides which have included players of 
both these clubs. 

This is not idle or facetious talk. Mohun Bagan 
coach P. K. Bannerji had warned this writer before 
the match that there was a surprise in store for 
die-hard Cosmos supporters The result of the match 
reflects the truth of his views in some measure. 

Finally, we come back to the value of such 
trips. Insofar as they generate tremendous enthu¬ 
siasm for the game (it’s not often that soccer gets 
front page coverage in our newspapers and maga¬ 
zines) and its promotion and the funds they can 
rake in, they are to be welcomed. Provided there 
is no loss to the exchequer, profitable as also self- 
sustaining visits by well-known international club 
and national sides can only improve our standards. 
This has to be viewed in the context of our inabi¬ 
lity to send our club and national teams abroad often 
enough due to a paucity of foreign exchange. If 
we can’t get experience by going abroad, let’s at 
least get it by inviting foreigners to visit us Provid¬ 
ed, of course, the profits are not siphoned off into 
private pcckets but accrue to the game and most 
importantly, to those who sustain it. We mean the 
players. 
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T HI biggest stunt in veais was 
played out by the C ismos Club 
of New York on a tense and excited 
Calcutta ciowd at the Lden Gai 
dens on Scpiembei 24 If the feel 
mgs of the 70,000 Lden Gaidens 
spectators had been translated into 
action, there would have been no 
thing left of the visiting team and 
some of the Mohun Bagan officials 

And yet Mohun Bagan had 
strived hard to present the Cal 
cutta soLcei fan something unique 
Ihey spent ovei Rs 14 lakhs to 
get Cosmos to play here along with 
the legendary Pele, Beckenbauei 
Chinaglia and Carlos Alberto Ihi 
local football enthusiast spent up 
10 Ks 360 to see an hour and a half 
of world class football 

What he got was an insipid dis 
play of ineitia, leluctance and 
grudging movement with the ball 
Ihe thoroughly professional Cos 
mos squad was content to just play 
out time Ihey were not bothered 
about the result or even with the 
presentation of individual skills In 
tact, with the exception of Carlos 
Alberto, the entire team seemed i 
collection of amateurs not very 
skilled or inclined to play football 


Pele was pai titular ly inactive 
and what little he did was of no 
consequence The only memory 
that will last is a tree kick that he 
managed to swerve past a wall of 
SIX Mohun Bagan defendeis, failing 


nanowly to beat goalkeeper Shi 
vaji Banneijee 

Mohun Bagan dominated t Ii e 
pioctedmgs so completely that 
they should have won vciy comfor 
tably Pele himselt admitted that 
the locals should have won 4 1 Re 
sorting to a neat shoi i passing 
game Mohun Bagan ptogressed 
well, taking the left of the held as 
then approach load llii defence 
was never seiiously tested In any 
ease, stopper backs Subroto Bhai 
lachaijee and Piadip Choudhury 
tackled all cumcis very well 

In midfitld, Goutam Saikar was 
outstanding, while in the attack, it 
was Habib who did the spadewoik 
On the left flank diminutive 
Bidcsh Bose* had a lot of thrust 
and, on many occasions completely 
unsettled the Cosmos defence 

Striker Shyam Thajia who, along 
with Habib, scored foi Mohun Ba 
gan, was also a great force Mohun 
Bagan changed five nlayers after 
the interval — because everyone 
wanted to play against the “great” 
Pele and others But this ups»»* 
thei tuning and in the second ses 
Sion, they were not a very cohe 
sive unit 

Carlo Alberto opened the scor 
ing on the day, after a fine com 
bined movement But this was aftei 
Habib missed a sitter when he had 
only goalkeeper Errol Yasin to 
beat In any case, Mohun ^gan 
equalis,id soon after, with Shyam 
Thapa seizing the cleflection of 
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^kbar’s shot off Alberto’s legs and 
shooting in powerfully 

Then Ilabib passed the ball to 
Akbdi who took d rasping shot 
which the goalkeeper fisted before 
failing and Habib, moving up and 
waiting in fiont of him, volleyed 
in joyfully 

1 he tune changed dftei the inlet 
val, with Cosmos showing signs ot 
stirring out of its lethargy Even 
so. Mohun Bdgdn continued to frit 
ter dway chances And releiee L 
N Ghosh helped the visitors with 
dn occasional whistle dgainst Mo 
hun Bagan, when their torwai ds 
were getting too menacing He did 
his greatest job by awaidire a 
penalty tot a minor ufience, so t'lat 
China^id could gratefully level the 
scores 

The match was a colossal waste 
(f money fot the genuine football 
fan A TV hint of Cosmos’ pet lot 
mance in lokyo just proved that 
the team was capable of a much 
better display The excuses that the 
players and the coach of the team, 
Eddie Firmani, offered were, at 
best, lame They said the ground 
was heavy and slow and the team 
was tired with all the traselling 
that had to be done Surprisingly, 
before the match, the same Firmant 
told me that his boys were capable 
of playing well cn all surfaces, in 
eluding slippery ones 

There was a low in the Cosmos 
camp after the match, with the 
accusing finger being pointed at 
Pele for not giving of his best The 
peeved playei tiied to leave Cal 


cuttd that very ntght and only the 
diversion of an international flight 
prevented him from leaving until 
the next noon But these tumblings 
are not new 

Several playei s, led by Italian 
World Cup star Chinaglia, have 
resented the publicity given to 
Pele all ovci the world and in the 
touise of seveial matches, have 
tiled to place him in an awkward 
position by not lelcasing the ball 
at the right momeni or giving him 
a useless pass 

However, despite this, f osmos 
had won the North Ameiican Sot 
ttr League in 1977 — the “Soccer 
Bowl 77” — and played veiv well 
in several cities of the wot Id It 
was unfortunate that they had ’o 
I cserve foi Calcutta a show of fray 
ed tempers 

It was disappointing to see South 
American Rildo Mene/es and San 
tiago Foimoso resorting to unfair 
tackling, pushing and punching 
when they could not contain the 
Mohun Bagan forwards These are 
signs of resignations !>nd do not 
become a team that should have 
dominated a match completely 

The only excuse left with Cosmos 
IS the fact that Franz Beckenbauei 
did not accoirpany the team But 
the performante of the other great 
names leaves one with a lingering 
doubt about the outcome of this 
match even if the German defen 
del had played Afei all, the match 
was a draw, but professionalism 
won 



Pole namaste to his 
Indian fans 
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The Mohun Bagan players and some officials made a sudden dash towards Pcle just 
during the kick-about before the match and had this picture taken — one they can 
treasure. Other Cosmos stars in the pic are Chinaglta (9) and Carlos 
Alberto, behind Pele 

The sordid side of the Cosmos 


rjsHE West Bengal Government 
netted about Rs 4 lakhs horn 
the Cosmos Mohun Bagan match 
played at the Eden Gardens on 
September 24, 1977, from the 
sale of ticket-lottery coupons and 
entertainment tax on all tickets 
above Rs 10 

But Its representative, State PWD 
Minister Jatin Chakravaity sue 
ceeded in alienating the media 
and the masses by his officious 
ness and thoroughly inept plan 
niiig of everything 

The match was to be a memurablt 
occasion tor Calcutta Piepara 
tion by Mohun Bagan Club start 
ed months betore the event with 
the setting up of various 
committees 

Government repiesentatives had 
been taken in at] of them to en 
sure smooth movement But it 
was Chakiavaitv who took it on 
himself to conduct the show 

He began with the press When 
the team arrived late on Septem 
bnr 22 night, he promised the 
corps that he would bung Pele 
to the VIP lounge to be 
interviewed 

The reporteis waited patiently, but 
Chakravarty eluded them and 


affair 

drove off with Pele in one bus, 
followed by the rest of the con 
tingent in the other 

Jhe next day, he was supposed to 
ariange a pi ess confeience He 
gave three different timings to 
difleicnt pressmen and finally 
settled on 210 pm But when 
the pressmen gathered there, 
thete was no venue The Mini 
stei was shouting at everyone — 
ptessmen in particular — be 
ioit Pcle finally ariived afici 
1pm 

When he used derogatory remarks 
about a particular newspapei, rc 
porters quuklv pointed out what 
tliev liad done iui him when he 
was not a Minister 

Ihdt kept him quiet He also did 
not offer any apologies toi the 
incident at the airpoit, noi the 
fact that ihiee reporters weie 
beaten up by the police thcie 

At the Eden Gardens, the piess 
was left to the mercy of the 


weather One sliuddcis to think 
what would have' happened had 
It rained dui ing the match With 
dark clouds looming, it was a 
distinct possibility 

All through the visit of the Cosmos 
team, the Minister made it clear 
that the press was not welcome 
to talk to the contingent He 
even forbade the press from the 
intended workout by the visiting 
playei s 

Only after tepealed requests, he 
relented, but this came ]ust when 
the Cosmos team decided not to 
practise at all' The timing was 
significant 

The climax came with the terrible 
display by the NASL champions 
The public — waiting hours out¬ 
side the hotel in which the team 
wos I III up — was denied a 
glimpst ot the players, even from 
the balcony 

After all this, what they saw will 
only make them relegate the en¬ 
tire Cosmos affair as one of the 
most sordid ever to take place 
anywhere, especially m a sup¬ 
posedly democratic country. 
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Giorgio Chinagiia , 
sports lover 


SPORTSWfcEKS Managing Editor Khalid Ansari relgaea 
with Chmaglia and Ygun 
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Only Allahabad Bank 
Gift Cheques cairy interest. 
The ideal investment for a youngster. 


Give a gift that is worth more than its face 
value. Allahabad Bank Gift Cheque is a good 
I investment for the future. 

* Interest payable 

4% if gift cheque is cashed 91 days after 
: date of issue. 

4.5% if gift cheque is cashed 6 months after 
date of issue. 

6 % if gift cheque is cashed 1 year after date 
of issue. 

* Available for any amount upto Rs. 1000/- 
free of commission. 

* Available and encashable at any branch of 
the Bank in India. 





AlUN/UUDIMNK 

YOUR OWN BANK 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 


Cosmos stars’ 


autographs 
—for your 
scrapbook 



COVER: Australian batsman Kim Hughes. Trans¬ 
parency: Patrick Eager. 

NEXT WEEK: Watch out for autographed 
photograph of Pele on cover. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Captaincy 

NE must applaud such a 

motive. Cricket needs initiative 
and enterprise from its leaders. 
These attributes are the very core 
of attractive play, and one of the 
greatest dangers to cricket is that 
so many matches drift along to a 
stage when they become boring to 
everybody. It is not enough to try 
to win matches towards the end. 
The same spirit should be evident 
from the commencement. 

I can never remember taking the 
field in any match without setting 
out to win. There were plenty of 
occasions when we were outplayed. 
Sometimes we had to be content 
with or even fight desperately to 
achieve a draw. But only once can 
1 remember deliberately allowing 
a match to drift into a draw. It 
was the fourth Test at Adelaide in 
1947. Australia held the Ashes and 
were leading two to nil in the ser- 
ies. We only had to make a draw of 
this particular game to win the 
rubber and retain “The Ashes’*. 

From the outset we tried to win 
but on the last day the position was 
that England were 247 runs ahead 
and had two wickets in hand With 
Compton and Evans at the wickets, 
the former, being the No 1 bats 
man, tried to keep the strike 
Evans refused to run for his own 
shots I ite in the over so that Comp- 
ton would have the bowling as 
much as possible. The situation 
was such that Evans batted 135 
asinntea for ten runs England, of 
course, wanted us to make a pre¬ 
sent of quick runs to Compton so 
that they might have time to dis¬ 
miss us later in the day. 

I refused to allow the initiative 
to be taken from me in this way 
and, therefore, deliberately kept a 
deep field and held the scoring 
rate down If England were nut 
prepared to take a risk, why should 
1 present them with a chance to 
win, having regard to the state of 
the rubber. 

The match petered out in a ra¬ 
ther dismal fashion and I fear the 
spectators obtained poor entertain¬ 
ment, for which I was extremely 
•wry, but I felt England should 
t ake the initiative to try to win. It 
wasn’t my job to do so on that 
occasion. 

These unfortunate situations 
arise occasionally bur how much 
belter to see both sides striving for 
a result. 

I like to see a captain who is 
prepared to use a close attacking 
field. The modern trend is to dis¬ 
pense with outfields when the ball 
is new and take the risk of giving 
away runs in the hope of picking 
up wickets. 


A captain must use judgment as 
to how long it is to be maintained 
or whether, in fact, it is justified 
at all. 

I’m afraid so many opening bats¬ 
men are defensive minded that it 
nearly always pays. I don’t believe 
that defensive batting is always 
best against the close field when 
the ball is new. As a captain, I 
would prefer to see my opening 
batsmen prepared and willing to 


play shots unless forced on the de¬ 
fensive. When fieldsmen are close 
to the bat they have to be rather 
exceptional to cope with full-blood¬ 
ed shots. They are there to catch 
snicks and mis-hiu or defensive 
prods. 

So, whilst approving attacking 
fields, I don’t think captains are 
enterprising enough in combating 
them. Instructions to opening bats¬ 
men to take advantage of no out¬ 
fields would probably disperse 
many of these fields quicker and 
more successfully than is the case 
today The “occupancy of the 
crease” theory can become a curse 
It is frequently an excuse pro¬ 
pounded by those deplorable bats 
men who seek to improve their 
batting averages at the expense of 
attractive cricket and their team’s 
welfare. Captains should be very 
firm in instructing players to 
carry out their policy. 

Much of a captain’s best work 
is done in the dressing-room, at 
the practice nets or at least off the 
field of play The arena iv where 



Sir Don Bradman who made 
a study of the rules and 
passed an umpire’s examine* 
tion, felt that, as a player, he 
should be folly conversant 
with the laws. 


one sees the culmination of his 
planning. 

One thing 1 strongly advocate 
is that all captains should tho¬ 
roughly study and understand the 
laws of cricket. They are fascinat¬ 
ing and will repay the time spent 
on them. 

The history of cricket, its whole 
background and evolution, tradi¬ 
tions and so on can be gleaned 
from the marvellous volumes which 


have been handed down to us by 
historians, cricketers, statisticians, 
etc. 

Every prospective international 
captain should be an avid reader. 
Not only will it help him on the 
field but he may find that his 
counsel and guidance are sou|d>t 
in the conference room regarding 
the future development of cricket. 

It is astonishing how many great 
players make no effort to enlarge 
their knowledge. They are the 
losers. 

How many men have you heard 
say that they don’t believe in inter¬ 
fering with the laws of the game. 
They don’t really know what they 
are talking about. If taken literally 
they mean we should still be using 
curved bats and have two stumps, 
two feet apart so that the ball 
could pass beween. 

The young player is only emula¬ 
ting his father when he looks at a 
photograph of some great player 
of an earlier generation and says, 
“How could he be any good with 
a stance like that,” or some equally 
cutting observation H o'w much 
better if he could, very early in 
life, extract the virtues of the me¬ 
thods of previous generations and 
adapt them to modern ones. The 
captain, most of all, can get things 
in better perspective by a thorou^ 
knowledge of history. 

The problems on the field of 
play involve judgment and experi¬ 
ence. At the very outset a captain 
may win the toss and be faced with 
the decision whether to bat or not 
If it is a Test match, he will prob¬ 
ably bat The pitch is usually at its 
best on the first day, there are 
perhaps three or four days to go in 
which the vagaries of the weather 
are more likely to help the side 
which bats first than their oppo¬ 
nents, and the game is sudden 
death. 

A county match may be quite 
different. The question of points 
at the end of the season ran dic¬ 
tate the policy 

Fublishers. Rupa & Co. 

(to be (ontiniied) 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 
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Cricket notes 


A rewarding season for ’em ail 


((V HAD somt good experieacc 
pUying on d bad wicket”, said 
Sunndei Amatnath the othei day 
on his return trom England in 
Madras “On wet wickets and in 
the daik and heavy atmosphere 
geneially experienced there, I 
tound It dif&tuit to concentrate In 
fact, I played some rubbish shots, 
lifting the ball too much It was 
very difhcuit to improve one's cri 
cket in such conditions But I 
should say that I did learn one 
thing — to play late shots as, in 
the heavy atmosphere, the ball 
comes slow off the wicket but 
moves much”, hurinder said 

Surinder said, playing as No 3 
batsman, he topped the aggregate 
score lot his side, Burnley CC 
with 80<> luns in 22 innings in the 
Lancashire League He, howevei 
was able to store only one cen 
tuiy, 141 not out against Baccup 
which was the highest score by any 
playei in the league Sunndei said 
he also bagged 30 wickets in IS 
matches 

He said he had not resigned 
for But n 1 1 V who wanted to 
take a bow lei in his place for tht 
next season Hi would like to play 
again in 1 ngland next season fot 
the reason that it would keep him 
fully engaged during the summei 
when i< t ould get few opportu 
miles I , lav in India 

Die a idard ol i ticket was not 
dill cashiri League”, said 
id Vmarnalh Bui, as the 
only pt It >sional player for his 
ide Lowei House C C , he said 
he did beneht to a good extent, in 
that his approach to the game was 
changedi Since his side banked on 
his much in both bowling and bat 
ting and since he had to face the 


music when he failed to do well 
he had to adopt a lough, piofes 
sional attitude to put in his best 

He said he seined 'iOO runs and 
took W wickets for his side in the 
Lancashiie League — both top 
hgures for the team 

In the Minui Counties league, 
however the standard of cricket 
was a iitrle better said Mohinder 
Playing for Uuiham tn this, he said 
he scored 4S1 runs in ten innings 
(seven games i and took tweniy 
wickets 

In this competition, he said, he 
scored two centuries — one against 
Cheshiie and the othei against 
Cumberland 

‘‘It was met playing on damp 



Sunndei Amarnatb 


wickets in England' said Ahid Alt 
who played foi Rawitenstal Club 
in the Lancashiie League He also 
topscored for his side with 7(X) 
runs, inclusive oi a 107 against 
Churih C C He took eighty wic 
kets His best bowling performance 
was the 7 foi IS against Buiniev 
C C Against 1 nheld C C he took 
6 for 49 

Irevoi Chappell soungei brother 
of Gi eg Chappell, Mai k O’Neill, son 
of Norman O’Neil Laiiy Gome/ 
and Shafiq Ahmed (Pakistan) weie 
the othei leading playeis in the 
league 

Madan Lai has secured aiiothei 
veal's tontiact with I:nheld Lri 
tket Club, following his verv good 
tontinued on p I'i 



Mohinder Amarnath 



Dhiraj Panana 
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GROW MAN GROW! 


An yiHi ltd iqi «nth b«mg calltd Sbony'. ‘Littl* Mm' or non 
Nty you down tboro'T 
NiUr Hi Iki Imi tin* in Asi* • tompltn st*|i ky it*p illiistrtwo iMtksO Ikii 
tkswi y>ii hnw ic idd camiiMlrti i* ytiii htighi 
Crow 00 WMh 001 to 1i cm* in pint 2 tkoil imok* or pay notkinil 
PltMoliai Ik* IKW HEIGHT method toi giowini ttlHl whathii ypy r* ytwi| or 
*M m*n 01 Monioo No gidg*tt oi streniious *urcim no *itifKi«l tidt lilw 
•loyotor (hoet no ippli*nces Ntw H* ghi it an all now icinirfic mtthod battd 
on an excliiiiya kwiis piini ipla which leactivkin th* wholo body 
Now Haight a lamaikahly aflactiye in both mao and woman hai boon pipyad in 
thouaands ol easas all ovai Eoiop* Now epand only a law 
nmoles aach day following lha slap by slap instrucnont in 



A TORRENT OF TRIBUTES 
FROM NEW HEIGHT USERS 

“/ didii’/ ihink ii noi 
pmMi tn gam hrighr But 
» my Mighi, Nm Hugh 
hipti ma to knp going 
mini I mektd iSt cm' 
SRK 

“Tka Sno Hugh tiwrsa 
II monk 111 migki 
and mart' Mv lifi 
ckm i g t d lUKt I gatiud 
ii cm in kugh ' 


Whalhai it k* social loccass 
lov* spoits )abs or plaasui* 
lha tall man always saoms 
to gat thai* first 
So act NOW far a now you 
Tall up rapidly and 
parnanaatly 
Go Tailor NOW! 



NEW 
HEIGHT 

JUST 29 


6000 FOR 
UDIES 
TOO! 


StMI) IHIS COUPOrj lOOAY 


IM^ ORDiR SAUS FVT LTD (Oitfti Oopt) It ttotlww Ru4 lamtov 408 004 
in I WMt to If lollir Ruili ni NEW HEifiHT eiWtr foor tO Ooy hvmt triol piM 
ItMhttornovtrviluRiNr( nHmO MntOtottroNM m^Mtironi 
• (PiMMM tirk fR^ppropntt* box) 

a Ml H !phn Ri 4 ottloft k NrworOtM ciwrftt} itot ky CNfot/Ortfl/l P 0 
a Ri ISitntbyMO No (H 

a tffNi ky V P P I i^H HY POIIOM Nt 33 on OtliMiry 


SlIMtIHI 



MF‘if|ht Gefin Of VOl/' J*AV HnTHirjfi 



Try this economic 
test yourself 

Take no more than 12 mm 
of Camlin Shaving Cream on a 
wet shaving brush Briskly whip up lather See 
a little Camlin Shaving Cream goes a long long w^ry 
So little cream so much lather Now shave with 
Camlin—economically Every morning 
This is the proof of economy 
Of course you know what this simple te pro •'s 
You can get a lot more shaving comfert oi a 
Camlin Shaving Cream tube Its profuse and 
stable lather makes sure you don t have to use any 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary 



from the makers of Cagnlm Shampoo 


More than 170 Shaves 
For only Rs 5 50 
(Taxes extra) 


A 


CAMLIN FVT LTD 
CMmcfIcp INvMon BttmbPir 
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Duieep Trophy—facts <S figures 


£ST Zone seven *«imec. South 
Zone six times. Central Zone 
and North Zone once each have an¬ 
nexed the Duieep Troidiy. South— 
West were declared joint winners 
at Mew Delhi in 1963^ season as 
the first inninfs of both teams was 
not completed owing to rain. 

, West Zone, who defeated North 
Zone to nine wickets at Baroda on 
November 4-7,1976 are the holders. 

The matches have been decided 
nine times by an innings. By wic¬ 
kets: 13 times; By runs: five times; 
On first innings lead: 32 times and 
on "Spin of Coin”: five times. 
Total 64 matches. 

AGGREGATE IN 64 MATCHES. 
50,616 runs for 1,738 wickets. 

HIGHEST TOTAL IN AN IN¬ 
NINGS; West Zone S5S Vs Central 
Zone at Bombay in 1964-65. 

LOWEST TOTAL IN AN IN- 
NINGS: Noith Zone 48 Vs South 
Zone at Madras in 1961-62; and 
East Zone 48 Vs South Zone at 
Calcutta in 1968-69. 

HIGHEST MATCH AGGRE 
GATE: 1,179 runs for 25 wickets— 
North Vs South at New Delhi in 
1966«7. 

LOWEST MATCH AGGRE 
GATE: 214 runs foi 7 wickets — 
Central Vs East at Nagpur in 
1969-70. 


TOTAL NUMBER OF THREE- 
FIGURE INNINGS: 42 batsmen 78 
times. 

MOST CENTURIES. Ajit Wade- 
kar (West) — Six. 

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORE: 
Ajit Wadekar (West) — 229 runs 
Vs East Zone at Calcutta in 1964-65. 

HIGHEST SEASON AGGRE¬ 
GATE: Sunil Gavaskar (West) — 
356 runs from three matches in 
1976-77. 

MOST RUNS IN DULEEP TRO¬ 
PHY: Ajit Wadekar (West)—1,545 
runs (Av. 67.17) from 18 matches. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF THREE- 
FIGURE PARTNERSHIPS: 90 
from 64 matches. 

BEST THREE-FIGURE PART- 
NERSHIPS: Ajit Wadekar (171) 
and Dilip Sardesai (155) added 
320 runs for the third wicket fur 
West Zone against Central Zone at 
Bombay in 1972-73 

FIVE WICKETS OR MORE IN 
AN INNINGS: 33 bowlers 69 times 
(Chandrasekhar seven times). 

BEST BOWLING FIGURES IN 
AN INNINGS. Baloo Gupte (West i 
— nine for 55 Vs South Zone ai 
Calcutta in 1962 63. 

TEN WICKETS OR MORE IN A 
MATCH: Six bowlers once each. 

BEST BOWLING FIGURES IN 


A MATCH: Baloo Gupte (West)— 

12 for 127 Vs South Zone at Cal¬ 
cutta in 1962-63; and Rajinder Goei 
(North) — 12 for 134 Vs South 
Zone at Madras in 1975-76. 

MOST WICKETS IN A SEASON; 
Salim Durrani (Central) — 22 wic¬ 
kets for 230 runs from three mat¬ 
ches in 1971-72. 

MOST WICKETS IN DULEEP 
TROPHY: B. S. Chandrasekhar 

(South) — 94 wickets for 2,114 
runs from 22 matches. 

FIELDING: Total 938 catches 62 
stumpings from 64 matches; Cen¬ 
tral (170 13); East (103 5); North 
(167 14 >; South (250 8) and West 
(248 22) 

MOST VICTIMS (WICKET- 
KEEPER): Farokh Engineer 
(West) — 24 catches 8 stumpings 
from 12 matches. 

MOST CATCHES (FIELDER); 
Syed Abid Ali (South) — 31 cat¬ 
ches from 19 matches. 

“SPIN OF COIN”- Central Zone 
beat East Zone at Bombay in 1961- 
62; South Zone beat Central Zone 
at Bangalore in 1962-63; Souih — 
We.st were declared joint winners 
at New Delhi in 1963-64 ''Final); 
Central Zone beat East Zone at 
Nagpur in 1969-70; and Central 
Zone beat South Zone at Madras 
in 1973-74 

_- L. N. NAGAPo^JA flAC* 



Rewarding season 

performances for his team in the 
Lancashire League and the Worse- 
ley Cup tournament. He said he 
was the top performer for his side 
in both the competitions, taking 95 
wickets in 27 matches and scoring 
850 runs. 


With justifiable pride. . Madan 
Lai said he played the leading role 
in his team winning the Lancashire 
league for the first time since 1972. 
His team also made the final of 
the Woraeley Cup which it has 
new won but lost to Hasungdon. 
In this match, he said he took 
three wickets and 30 runs! 

I 

kladan said he was able to be- 
COMM popular in the competitions. 
FMM reports, he said, acclaimed 
hiai os deserving successor to 
South Anican Dik Abed who had 
played for the team for ten years. 

He said in the wet conditions 
that were generally prevalent, he 
was able to do well He was able 
to move the ball well and could 
cut and seam considerably. It was 
very enjoyable and interesting to 
bowl on wickets which, though 


. I—..— from p 13 

soft, had a lot of grass on them. 
He said whereas in India a medium 
pacer like him could only bowl 
for a few overs, it was not so in 
England. There be said, he used 
to bowl 16 or 17 overs and rarely 
felt tired. 

Madan was thankful to his cm 
ployers, Mohan Meakins, for giv¬ 
ing him the leave to paly in Eng¬ 
land. He was especially grateful to 
Kapil Mohan, the Managing 
Director, for the kindness shown 
to him. He was full of praise foi 
his employers for the encourage- | 
ment tney showed to sportsmen. 
He pointed out that the cricket 
ground at Mohan Meakins could 
he compared to the best in the 
country and had good and well 
maintained j^itches. 

‘Tt was a great experience play¬ 
ing in the English County Cricket 
Championship’, said Dilip Doshl 
who is here after completing the 
first year of his two-year contract 
wih Nottinghamshire. He said it 
would not be right for him to 
judge his own performance. He 
could only say that he had bene¬ 
fited immensely from the compe¬ 


tition there Playing along with 
and against some of the world’s 
leading playeis, with professional 
attitude to the game, for a consi¬ 
derable period of time could not 
but help a player. 

He said he took 82 wickets in 
the County Championship, for an 
average of 29 runs. His best haul 
was against Somerset when he took 
six wickets for 96. His total tally 
of wickets, he said, placed him 
fifth among the wicket-takers. 
Proctor (110), Botham (88), Geoff 
MiJler (87) and Shepherd (86) 
finished ahead of him. he said. 

Doshi said he bowled 950 overs 
in all — the highest number by 
any bowler in the championship. 

Dhiraj Parsana, whose name was 
added to the camp later, playM 
for Arbroath United Club in the 
Strathmore Union League in Got¬ 
land with success. 11 wa.s his fifth 
trip since 1972 and his most sue 
cessful. 

In 17- matches he aggregated 
725 runs with two hundreds, 122 
not out being his highest. He also 
look 8> wickets 
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knives ire out for Revie 


Soccer talk-In— 

Why the 

▲ S Don Revie f!iei> off to the 
^•ndstorms and money moun> 
tains of Dubai, hired to lead the 
novice footballers of the United 
Arab Emirates out of their own 
sporting wilderness, he must feel 
desperately short of friends. 

For a man who wants to be 
liked and yearns for success and 
wealth, he finds himself assailed 
on almost every front. 

At the moment he finds himself 
the subject of allegations (of fix¬ 
ing a match) in the Daily Mirror 
and is charged by the Football As¬ 
sociation with bringing the game 
into disrepute over the way he re¬ 
signed the management of the Eng¬ 
land football team in the sum¬ 
mer. 

He has never been one of the 
great, warm, popular men of Bri¬ 
tish sport and was always likely 
to end up as a prime target for the 
head-hunters 

Perhaps he wanted to be too suc¬ 
cessful, too soon 

When he became player mana 
ger of Leeds in 1%2, he was known 
as a fluent, creative, attractive 
player with Leicester, Manchestei 
City, Sunderland and Hull 

Under Revie's guidance Leeds 
soared into the First Division and 
from 1964 until 1974 they were ne¬ 
ver out of the top four. They won 
the championship twice (came se¬ 
cond five times), the P.A. Cup 
once (runner-up three times), won 
the European Fairs Cup and were 
beaten finalists in all three Euro 
pean competitions. But they be¬ 
came known throughout football 
in the sixties as “CHrty Leeds.” 

In the early years they were 
hard, defensive, practical. They 
were a closely-knit unit who always 
battled to the last gasp to obey the 
plaque on their dressing-room wall 
“Keep fighting” it said 

ITte tag “Dirty Leeds” stuck af¬ 
ter an F.A. journal revealed at the 
end of the l%3-64 season that they 
had more players cautioned—at all 
levels—than any other club. 

How could a man of Revie’s in¬ 
finite playing ability be in charge 
of a ciub that was so regularly 
breaking the rules? People asked 
that question everywhere. Leeds 
were booed on most grounds and 
crowds and opponents became in¬ 
censed when L^ds’ players conti¬ 
nually disputed refereeing deci¬ 
sions, were early exponents of the 
feigned injury and mastered the 
art of time-wasting at free kicks 
and throw-ins. 

From those early days when Re¬ 
vie was driving for the top, paying 
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his players staggering bonuses 
(and often finding them witth mid¬ 
week injuries that prevented them 
from making international appear- 
ames) there was resentment. 

Revie had a solid relationship 
with chairman Hary Reynolds (now 
dead) and they were so close that 
the rest of the board were almost 
anonymous 

Revie’s obsession with success, 
his fear of losing his superstitions 
probably, in the end, cost Leeds 
trophies they should have won. 

There can be no denying that 
once he felt that Leeds had estab¬ 
lished themselves as a club he be¬ 
gan to broaden his views. He clad 
Leeds in all-white and talked 


otNHit them emulating the great 
Real Madrid. 

Their manners improved and 
while a lot of the early had stuck, 
they were contesting finals and 
championships. And coming second 
too often because Revie, at the fi¬ 
nal crunch, could not help trans¬ 
mitting his own tension. 

His record over the years cannot 
be disputed but there was never 
waimth associated with the deeds 
of Manchester United under Sir 
Matt Busby, or Liverpool under 
Bill Shankly aand Bob Paisley. 

Still, when it came to the choice 
of a new England manager Revie 
had the best credentials. He 
was the most successful club ma¬ 
nager around and England had just 
failed to qualify for the 1974 World 
Cup. 

But his old phobias and fears 
remained. And, unlike his early 
days at Leeds, he did nu' have 
young, eager and impressionable 
players in his grasp everv day of 
the week. 

Somehow he never seemed to 
enjoy the job. There were fleeting 
moments In the U. S. 14 months 
ago, especially after the defeat of 
Italy in New York, when he could 
be found laughing But at die end 
of last season, presumably when 
the Arabs’ first approaches were 
being made, he confessed that he 
was probably a better club mana¬ 
ger than at international level. 

It was something most people 
had already decided. Throughout 
the summer Revie misled his 
players, his staff and his employ¬ 
ers as he continued to negotiatt 
with the Arabs before taking their 
tax-free gold at around 160,000 a 
year. 

Now Revie leaves this country 
and it is hard to believe that his 
life’s ambition is to promote the 
football of the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates. 

But it IS not difficult to see why 
so many people are still sharpen¬ 
ing their knives. 

JAMES MOS.SOP 


Heard this one? 


A football player past his prime 
started to hit the bottle. Naturally 
his game deteriorated even more 
rapidly and the team manager 
eventually insisted that he go for 
a complete medical check-up. 

‘Now, how’s your co-ordination?' 
asked the doctor. ‘Hold both your 
hands out in front of you, palms 
facing.' 


The player did so and the doc¬ 
tor noticed that his hands trembled 
quite noticeably 

‘Good heavens, man,’ ht exclaim¬ 
ed, ‘how much have you been 
drinking lately?’ 

‘Not very much, actually,’ said 
ihe player ‘I spill most of it.’ 
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A brave new venture 


HOCKEY- 

npHE staging of the Inter-Con- 
^ tinentai Cup for the first time, 
at Rome (Sept. 22 — October 1), 
marks an important landmark in 
the history of the Federation Inter¬ 
nationale de Hockey (FIH). 

During the last decade, the 
world body has been responsible 
for the remarkable increase of in¬ 
ternational hockey but this has 
largely been for the countries with 
top Class teams. Now comes the 
chance for the weaker nations to 
have their fling. 

The opportunities for countries 
like Japan, Canada and luly have, 
until now. been severely restricted 
because they have always had to 
surmount enormous hurdles to 
qualify for world competitions. Ja¬ 
pan has invariably been blocked by 
India and Pakistan; Canada and 
Mexico by Argentina and Italy bv 
Germany, Netherlands and Spain 
Now they are given the opportu¬ 
nity of avoiding the big guns to 
qualify for a world event. 

The Inter-Continental Cup is for 
the second rank nations and the 
first four will qualify for the 4th 
World Cup which takes place in 
Buenos Aires early next yeai 
(March 19 — April 2). 

It promises to be a most intri 
guing tournament. The FIH are to 
be congratulated on their initiative 
and also on their flexibility in pro¬ 
gressing fiom their original ideas 
to the present formal of this 
competition. 

Perhaps, in due course, the title 
will be amended too. This is really 
“The World Cup qualifying tour¬ 
nament” and as such should be 
called that. The World Cup tag is 
important for publicity. 

Originally the Intel-Continental 
was to be held in Brussels but the 
Royal Belgian H.A. were unable to 
secure financial support and the 
Italian H.A bravely accepted to 
stage both the cup and a four- 
nation African qualifier (which 
took place in Rome from Sep¬ 
tember 16-19). All matches will 
be played on grass. 

Twelve countries take part 
though the final two will not be 
known until two days before the 
Cup gets under way and tne 
African qualifiers will emerge. The 
ten nations already known are; 
Italy (as hosts); Poland and Ghana 
(the nations that failed to qualify 
in the last World Cup); Belgium. 
Canada, France, Ireland, Japan, 
Mexico and USSR (all selected by 
the FIH). The teams chosen by the 
FIH have not met with universal 
acceptance. One hopes that qualify¬ 
ing matches will be held before 
iuture Inter-Continental Cups and 
alio that nations are given more 


time to prepare than they were on 
this occasion. 

The four countries which take 
part in the African qualifier arc 
Egypt, Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria. 
Morocco should nave been present, 
too, but withdrew. Kenya have 
been the dominant force in African 
hockey for many years but it was 
Ghana who qualified when the last 
African World Cup qualifier was 
held in Cairo in 1974. 

The final positions at Cairo were; 
1. Ghana, 4 games, 6 pu; 2. Uganda 
5 pts.; 3. Kenya 5 pts; 4. Nigeria, 
3 pts; 5. Egypt, 1 pt. There was 
little to choose between the coun¬ 
tries there. The top team beat the 
bottom only by 1-0. 

Kenya are still struggling. So 
many of their Asian players have 
left East Africa and those that 
have remained have found it diffi¬ 
cult, to integrate with the native 
players. 

Uganda, on the other hand, have 
an all-African team, largely com¬ 
posed of police and military per¬ 
sonnel Teamwork is an asset they 
value Egypt should have benefited 
enormously from their trip to Asia 
last November and should be more 
tactically aware than when they 
tailed at Cairo They have concen¬ 
trated on building up a young team 
since 1974. 

Veiy little news has emanated 
from Africa since the Rome event 
was announced though Kenya’s 
preparations have been hampered 
by rain and as late as July two of 
three outstanding players, Daved 
and Amarjeet, had not been called 
from studying in England. for 
training. 

But Kenya should be one of the 
two African qualifiers for they 
gained vital experience in Montreal 
before their team was a victim of 
the African Olympic boycott. Per¬ 
haps Uganda or Nigeria have con¬ 
tinued to progress since the Cairo 
tournament but Egypt’s more wide- 
Iv travelled team might do better 
this time. 

The twelve qualifiers for the 
Rome Cup have been divided into 
two groups of six. Each nation will 
play all the others in their pool, 
with the two qualifying for the 
semi-finals which will automatical¬ 
ly guarantee them a World Cup 
place in Buenos Aires. 

But experience of tournament 
play and stamina will be valuable 
assets in qualifying from a pro- 
ramme that asks nations to play 
ve matches in six days in Rome’s 
heat. 

Canada are the only country in 


Group A which took part in the 
1976 Olympics. They were 10th of 
the 11 teams in Montreal widi only 
Argentina below them but they 
have improved out of all recogni¬ 
tion in a few yemr*. 

Of the other teams in Group A, 
(Biana, Poland and Kenya (if they 
do win the African play-off) have 
11 had experience of world com¬ 
petitions. Kenya took part in the 
Montreal pre-Olympic in 197^ 
finishing seventh out of ei^t be¬ 
sides playing practice matches in 
Montreal last year. Poland were 
lOth, Ghana 12th and last in the 
diird World Cup in Malaysia. 

France who have been experi¬ 
encing some lean years, went to the 
Madras tournament in January last 
year where they finished seventh 
out of 8, two places below Kenya. 

The only nation in the group 
without major tournament experi¬ 
ence are the USSR, the 1980 
Olympic hosts who have not been 
seen outside the eastern bloc since 
finishing 14th in the 1970 Euro¬ 
pean cup. That they have improved 
a great deal since then was evident 
from their results in a small post 
Olympic tournament in Ulyanovsk 
last year when they drew 2-2 with 
the strong East Orman team and 
lost only 2-1 to a relaxed Pakistan. 

Poland, fifth in the 1974 Euro¬ 
pean Cup, would appear to have 
the best record in Group A. France 
are probabl.Y the unknown quan¬ 
tity. They are now coached by 
Ernst Willig whose tactical know¬ 
how has helped many nations in 
the past to reach their full poten¬ 
tial. Both England and Spain had 
difficulty in beating the French in 
London earlier this year. 

The French team will be shar¬ 
pened by matches against Eng¬ 
land, Germany and the Netherlan^ 
ai Limburg immediately before go¬ 
ing to Rome. Their new captain is 
winger Alain Tetard. Ghana are 
likely to retain no more than six 
of the team that went to Kuala 
Lumpur. Their team is to have six 
warm-up matches, in Poland and 
Germany, immediately before 
Rome. 

Belgium are easily the most ex 
perienced team in Group B, if not 
in the whole competition. The.v^ 
could well have reached the la.^ 
eight at'the Montreal Olympics if 
the draw had put them in the other 
qualifying group. Under Willig 
then, they actually finished mnth. 
Now they are coached by Coco de 
Saedeleer, a former international. 
With such experienced players as 
Miserque, Dubois, Giiles and van 

continued on p 29 
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senior tennis A shattering record 










Now Pilmolhie's improved 
moBHurirod ialiier with SGL-4 (or 
event closer, smoother shaves 

Palinolivs’s moittumad lathar 
now doaa evan mota for you With 
ita urniqua ingiadtani SGL-d It halpa 
you 'work up a rich craamy lather 
yyith in aaconda. Lather that rataina 
nieiiitura longer for comfort all 
thro ugh your ahava. Softani even tha / 

hortloat board, improvaa razor glide 
A nd while you gat your cloaaat. 
amoothast ahava avar. Palmolive's 
rfcf I amolitanta condition your skin 
1 'ry tha lataat shaving aansation— 

Paiimoliva with SCL-4. 

Cf loose Yovr kind of thmmg 
pf ottun from Polmolnro 

P almoN va Oa-LuM Lather... 
ti ve creamy sriHioth lathar and 
a ‘ bold maaculina fragranea for 
r aal shaving plaaaura. 

Palmollyia Lamon-Fraah.'.. 
with a lemon-fresh tang for a 
rafreshad aftar-shava foaling. 

Pabnoliya Manthol-Cool... 
dashingly cool fragrance and 
akin-e^ing mantnol. 

PWmolKft— the choice of succouhil men the world over! 




Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS BACKACHE SPRAINS 


Heat Action for Quick Relief 

Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or apply 
the liquid liniment The powerful 
ingredients penetrate deep, generate 
heat and increase blood circulation 
—to relieve pain, fast 

Won't stain clothes 
Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments Sloan's Balm and Sloan s 
Liniment are non greasy, non-staining 

Keep always handy. _ 

SLOAN’S 

BALM& 

LINIMENT 



Same formula 
in two forrns 
to choose from. 
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Athletics—^ 


To the east—for gold 

from S. Kaisarc In London 


'jrHEIlE WM a time when people 
^weot Weat in search of Hold 
Now has come the time to turn to 
the East. 


There’s money in the Gulf — 

R by God! — money to buy an em- 
ire. If someone can toss six mil- 
on dollars to hold an athletics 
meet I can’t figure how fathomable 
are the reserves. 

And if someone is oflfering 
$300,000 to the winner of a sin¬ 
gle race the only reason why I am 
at the typewriter and not on the 
track is the plain, sad fact that I 
am too old to run. 

The Gulf’s Dubai Sports Corpo¬ 
ration in drawing up plans for a 
series of professional athletics 
meetings that could induce athletes 
to scorn the glory of an Olympic 
gold for the prospect of a quick 
buck. 


The Dubai Sports Corporation 
and a television network in Chi¬ 
cago are planmng the series with 
funds from private sources. The 
total budget for the ‘Dubai World 
Professional Track and Field Cham¬ 
pionships’, as the meet u to be 
called, IS six million dollars and 
more than two million of it is to be 
distributed in prize money. 

The plum will be the 300,000-dol 
lar prize earmarked for the man 
who wins the mile race at the final 
meeting. Appropriately it is to be 
called the ‘Golden Mile.’ The plan 
was disclosed in London by Riad 
%uaibi, chairman of the Dubai 
Sports Corporation, who said the 
preliminary meetings were expect¬ 
ed to be staged within the next 
three months. 


Later there will be eight regio¬ 
nal semi-finals and the final, in 
either September or October next 
year, will be held at one of the 
following six centres; Cairo. Mu¬ 
nich. Montreal, Los Angeles, Me¬ 
xico City and Honolulu. 

Cricket has already been jolted 
by the Packer plan. Now diis Du- 
bai-Chicago tournament migdit 
mean me end of the Olympic 
movement. 

Shuaibi said: “I am aware of the 
rules (of Olympic movement) and 
I am idso aware that there is such 
a thing as freedom of choice.” 

Said Frederick Holder, British 
treaaurer of the International Ama¬ 
teur Athletic Federation (lAAF): 

**Any meeting with prise money 
would contravene the rules of the 
lAAF, but I think athletic is 
strong enough to cope with this. 


I don’t think many competitors 
.be prepared to risk their 
whole life for one prize.” 

But the world’s top athletes seem 
to be having different ideas. 

"Dick Quax, New Zealand’s 5,000 
metres world record holder, who 
has been approached to join the 
pros, said: “I'm quite excited about 
the prospect. If I joined it. the fact 
that I’d miss the Commonwealth 
and Olympic Games wouldn’t wor¬ 
ry me.” 

And John Walker, another New 
Zealander who won the Olympic 
1,500 metres gold medal at Mon¬ 
treal last year annd holds the 
world record for the mile, said: 

“A lot of athletes will be very, 
very tempted. I think it could ap¬ 
peal to athletes who are getting on 
a bit in years. If they Aink they 
have given most of their lives to 
athletics, 1 think they might look 
at it seriously. They’ll think to 
themselves, ’Well, I only have a 
few years left and there’s the wife 
and kids.’ They’ll have to weigh 
It up against competing (or enjoy¬ 
ment ” 

It is now that they are coming 
out into the open. Until now un- 
der-the counter payments were the 
order of the day 

The legendary Jim Thorpe, Ame¬ 
rica’s winner of the decathlon and 

An inter 

I NSPIRED by the long distance 
running efforts in various parts 
of the country in recent months, 
three young men, representing the 
Sriram Athletic Club of Jaipur, 
ventured on an inter-city run that 
should be a source of inspiration 
to the athletes of Rajasthan. 

One September morn, Dilip Gaur, 
along wiui his 16 year old brother 
Sunil Gaur, as well at a friend 
Man Singh set off on 300 kilo¬ 
metre run from Jaipur to Delhi, 
accompanied by three cyclists. 

Two other members of their 
club took a bus to Delhi to bring 
their luggage. The plan was to ar¬ 
rive in Delhi in time to receive 
the Indian squad on its return from 
the World Cup at Dusseldorf. 

Unfortunately this did not 
materialise, as the party was de¬ 
layed because of illness of one of 
the runners en route. However, on 


the now-obsolete pentathlon at the 
Stockholm Olympics of 1912, had 
his gold medals taken away from 
him because he was later found to 
have accepted money for playing 
baseball. 

And the Finn. Paavo Nurmi, the 
greatest distance runner of all 
time, was barred from the 1932 
Los Angeles Games because be had 
accepted payment for runniim in 
the United States after the nvis 
Olympics where he hit the high 
spot of his celebrated career. 

The latest victim was Guy Drut, 
French winner of the 110 metres 
hurdles at the Montreal Oimnpics. 
Last year he was banned tor life 
by the lAAF. Drut gave up athka- 
tics because he said he was rick 
by the fact that organisers and 
participants have always been 
aware of underhand pajrments. 

Mike O’Hara, who four years ago 
set up the first athletia profes¬ 
sional circus in the United States, 
the International Track Associa 
tion, with such top athletes as 
Kipchoge Keino and Ben Jipcho of 
Kenya, thought many amateur ath¬ 
letes preferred to stay so because 
they earned more that way than 
they would if they turned profes¬ 
sional. 

0*Har.i had to fold up his ITA. 
last year because the money he of¬ 
fered wasn’t good enough to lure 
in more leading athletes. 

And now this Dubai offer could 
change all that And with it our 
ideas of Olympic glory and die 
associated bright-cyed visions will 
have to go out of die window. 

city run 

September 11, the athletes jogged 
into the outskirts of New Delhi 
and reported at the National Sta¬ 
dium by S p.m. 

The runners, as well as the cycl¬ 
ists, looked ver^ tired indeed, but 
satisfied at their unusual achieve¬ 
ment. “We have done this propa¬ 
gate the running movement all 
over the country” said the team 
leader Dilip (kiur. 

“For this purpose we have 
named our Adiletic Club, after 
India’s leading athlete Sriram 
Singh. We hope to be able to 
highlight such super human en¬ 
durance ventures, as a real posi¬ 
tive effect of participation in ath¬ 
letics,” hi added. The athletes 
were received by the capital’s 
sports enthusiasts and accorded a 

f raud reception at the National 
tadium. 

— RANJIT BHATIA 
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Indu is lieaiil!i 


Twelve lovely pictures m 
each roll of Indu 
120 B&W film To bring 
out- the beauty in 
people With brilliant 
image definition 
With excellent 
visual contrast So 
go ahead- and 
get those beautiful 
shots you've always 
wanted On Indu 
It's easily available 

Fox best results 
print your pictures 
on Indu bromide 
paper. Professionals / 
do. / • 



Indu paper comes in a variety 
of grades to ij^roduce any 
effect you dbsire. 


INDU IS FILM 
Photo-Cine-Xfay. 

Hindustan Photo Films 
Mfg Co Ltd 

(A Govt of India 
Eiiterpii.se) 

Indunagar 

Ootacamund 643 005 
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PROFILE- 

I^ONALISA BARUA is a talent- 
ed young player. She has 
strokes, speed and good tempera¬ 
ment to go far in the table tennis 
arena. From a raw eleven-year-old 
wielding the racket for the fii .,1 
time, this Assam star is one of the 
top juniors of the country. 

Getting her first lessons in the 
game from her aunt, a district 
champion, she struck success in 
her very first outing in the All 
Assam Championships. In the same 
year she participated in her first 
State Championships where she 
failed to win the title but had to 
wait for only a year to annex the 
crown and came upto the finals ot 
the women’s singles It was during 
the 1976 slate championships that 
she cornered the limelight as she 
went on to complete a grand dou¬ 
ble when she captured the girls’ as 
well as the women’s single titles 

After playing hci first Nationals 
at Indore, in 1974, she was ranked 
India’s No. 6 In the and 1976 
Nationals at Jaipur and Allahabad 
respectively, she starred in hei 
team’s triumph which won the Pad- 
mavati trophy, the .symbol of su|) 
remacy in the junior girls’ team 
event, and helped her team to gain 
the third place in the women’s 


Monalisa Barua 



team event in the Allahabad na¬ 
tionals. Her performances in the 
team event was very noteworthy 
gs she inflicted defeats on top seed 
Indu Puri, Kiran Wardekar and 
Anita Sardesai during the course 
of the team championships. 

Figuring in the finals of the ju¬ 
nior girls’ singles event for the fi¬ 
rst time at the Allahabad nationals, 
she ended up on the losing side. 
She lost to Geeta Thadani of Del¬ 
hi, who won the title without drop¬ 
ping a game. Monalisa. however, 
had the consolation of winning the 
sub-juniors girls’ singles title which 
was introduced for the first time. 

A pupil of St. Mary’s Convent, 
Monalisa will be appearing for her 
final school examinations next year 
After finishing her school career 
she plans to become an architect. 

Soft spoken and geniai, 13 year- 
old, Monalisa used to learn Ko- 
thak dancing and also played cri¬ 
cket, in which she was coached by 
former India test skipper Lala 
Amarnath. 

As far as her playing career is 
concerned she relishes to hit fore¬ 
hand smashes and has decided to 
work hard on gaining the country’s 
colours and win the National title. 

— RUMIE J. GAZDAR. 


Cross-country blow to Kirpal 


HE Delhi Olympic Asset lation 
reaffirmed its decision on the 
question of the Delhi State Athletic 
Association’s affairs when they con 
ducted the Delhi State Cross-Coun¬ 
try championships under their own 
aegis last Sunday. Their deci.sion 
to run the championships undei- 
lines their earlier stand lhat nei 
ther of the rival factions arc as 
yet been recognised. This of course 
is a big blow to Col Kirpal Singh 
and his friends and of course ma¬ 
kes Buta Singh’s position in the 
A A.F 1. even more precarious. 

All that later. The championships 
were conducted to select the Delhi 
team for the National Cross-Coun¬ 
try Championships to be held in 
Kota later this month. On the cer 
tificates issued were the signatures 
of the president, K. O. Nayyar and 
the D.O.A. secretary, Rajindet 
Singh. The team to go to Kota will 
be under the auspices of the Delhi 
Olympic Association. 

Unfortunately, because of lack of 
proper course for cross-country 
(the old course is now a metal road 
with more than heavy traffic on it), 
the races were held on roads 
around the Delhi Centre of the na¬ 
tional Institute of Sports. 

Though the athlettes from the 
Rajputana Rifles were kept out 


from participating in this race, the 
rompetitiou was nevertheless keen 
and the gathering was as usual 
quite big. 

Darshan Singh of Air force who 
was placed fifth in the Nationkis 
last year but could finish no 
less tlian 14ih in the Inter-Sei vi¬ 
ces, tan a .splendid race, leading 
from the start to finish the 14.5 
k m. course in 52.54.0 while Bhag 
V ati Prasad of III Kumaon was se 
cond, almost a minute slowei. The 
lop SIX places undei staiidably were 
claimed by An Fotce, III Kumaon 
and other Services personnel who 
du not obviously come under the 
rule of the thumb of the S.S.C.B 
Amarjeei Singh, one of the most 
promising youngsters in the capi¬ 
tal, claimed the 10 k m races for 
senior boys while Sudarsan was 
the best in the boys under 17. 
Jagat Singh (junior boys) and 
Narendcr (sub-junioi boys) were 
the best in their age groups. 

In the women’s section Veena 
Sharma of Food Corporation of 
India and one of Delhi’s leading 
800 meters runners, was the best, 
doing the 3 k. m. course in 8:17.8. 
Kamani Chauhan finished second, 
almost two minutes later. Abha 
Jain of Runners Club won the 
girls’ 3 k. m. race while Harjeei 


Kaur claimed the junior girls’ 
title. 

While most ol the Services ath¬ 
letes barring the course the Air 
Force boys, will not be able to re¬ 
present Delhi, the team as such, 
despite the hard road course, is 
expected to do well in the open 
fields of Kota. It is to be noted Uiat 
while Darshan who came 14th in 
the Inter-Services was not retain¬ 
ed for the Services camp. Shiv 
Nath Singh, who finished 16th in 
the same race, has been asked to 
stay with the Services team. Ob¬ 
viously. the S. S. C. B. are worried 
that Shiv Nath who has every 
chance of improving between now 
and the Nationals may switch to 
some otbei state. The idea is ob 
viously not to allow him to run for 
anyone, even it means keeping him 
out of the Competition. Obviously, 
he cannot make the Services team 

At the prize presentation cere¬ 
mony, the D. O. A. secretary 
Rajinder Singh apologised foi 
lacic of facilities but promised that 
things would be better once the 
athletics association was fotmed in 
Delhi. That statement itself 
amounted to a virtual rejection of 
Kartar Singh and his nominees. I 
wonder what Buta .Singh will do 
now in Kota 
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in! roLHid - up 

WEST .. 


Gujarat 

soccer 

I NDIAN Institute of Management 
emerged deserving winners in 
the Ahlnedabad District Football 
Association’s First Division League. 
fIM were the only unbeaten side 
among the 14 teams which went 
through the over-a-month-long 
grind of the league matches at the 
Police Parade ground. 

However, their all-win run was 
brought to a halt when Reserve 
Bank split points in a 1-1 draw in 
the four-team super league. In this 
their penultimate match, Sagar 
Hussein, their topscorer, lestored 
parity with five minutes to go. The 
other player who served IIM well 
was linkman Thankapan Menon 
with his sure tackles and astute 
posses. 

Kerala Sports 'B’ finished second 
on better goal difference and join 
IIM for the Senior Division next 
year. Kerala were a trifle unlucky 


as in their crucial match against 
IIM they were without M. Das, 
vdio was shown the red card in 
their earlier outing and was stood 
down. Kerala lost 0-1 this match. 

Khanpur Young Stars was die 
other team in the Super League. 
They looked strong contenders for 
the second spot until they got a 
VI drubbing in the last 15 minutes 
after leading against IIM. 

Soccer activities suffered a 
severe setback on the transfer of 
M. G. Suvarna, a Central Bank 
officer, back to Bombay. For die 
five years Suvarna was here he re¬ 
suscitated football which had come 
to a dead halt. He put the State 
Football Association on wheels 
after the State Sports Council had 
stepped in to revive the State unit. 
In his capacity as secretary of the 
State body and also the Ahmeda- 
bad District he acquitted himself 
well. But his contribudon for the 
city soccer will be remembered for 
his efforts to rope in players to 
take to the thankless job of refe¬ 
reeing. Himself a member of the 
Bombay Referees’ Association, he 
conducted 'classes for referees, 
players and also interested specta¬ 
tors in the rules of the game. He 
made a mark both as an able ad¬ 
ministrator and a top flight referee. 
Dedication and honesty of purpose 
were his hallmark. 


B a p u Nadkarni 
of A.C.C. Sports 
Club receiving 
the Mahindra 
Shield from Ma- 
dhav Ante at the 
prise distribution 
hinetion of the 
K. C. Mlahindra 
Shield Invitation 
Cricket Tourna¬ 
ment in Bombay 




Ghulam Rasool, 
captain of Wes¬ 
tern Railway re¬ 
ceiving the win¬ 
ners shield in the 

i aved Khan Bas- 
etball Tourna¬ 
ment from Mrs. 
R u k y a Aitsari, 
wife of SPORTS 
WEEK’S Manag¬ 
ing Editor 
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Maharashtra 

State 

Badminton 

GaTARa is a city surrounded 
by hills. Under these salubri¬ 
ous setting this district head¬ 
quarters had the honour of staging 
a major badminton competition for 
the first time. In keeping with the 
policy of providing district places 
the opportunity of conducting state 
tournaments, the Maharaditra 
State Badminton Association allot¬ 
ted the Inter-District Champion- 
shto to Satara this year. 

It was no easy task for the 
Satara District Association to hold 
a competition of this nature, though 
they have had the occasion to con¬ 
duct the Ranji Trophy matches in 
the past. The sudden decision of 
the Badminton Federation of India 
to reduce the number of days from 
ten to six added to the organisers’ 
plight. However, it must be said 
that the. six-day competition, which 
included the team events, went of 
well at the new hal] at the Chhatra- 
pati Shahu Stadium. 

New champions were crowned in 
this year’s tournament dominated 
by youngsters, mainly girls. Easily 
the most outstanding of the lot is 
promising Ameeta Kulkarni, who 
will be out of the sub-junior ranks 
before the National Championships. 
She almost came close to perfor¬ 
ming the unique feat of winning 
all the three singles titles, but had 
to be satisfied with the two 
girls* singles crowns Ameeta, who 
has been improving with every 
outing, had the honour of beating 
the newly-crowned women’s sing¬ 
les champion Hufrish Nariman in 
the girls’ singles semi-final and all 
but got the better of Sujata Jain, 
the women’s singles losing fina¬ 
list. Her encounter in this semi¬ 
final was one of the best matches. 

She had her chances of getting 
into the final for she held the initia¬ 
tive in both the games, but experi¬ 
ence finally told. Her victory over 
Manik Kelkar in the girls’ singles 
final only provided further evi¬ 
dence of her skill. However, it 
would be unfair not to give Hu¬ 
frish Nariman the credit for claim¬ 
ing the Sute women’s singlet 
crown. Always a fighter Hufrish, 
who had the backing of the crowd, 
dropped well and maintained her 
cool in the vital stages of the 
matches. 

This in essence was the differ¬ 
ence between the two finalists for 
Sujata Jain seemed to be worked 
up as the crowd lent its support to 
the vounger player. Hufrish had 
the Honour ot bagging three titles 
in the competition, and also pliqr- 
ing an able role in Bombny’s tri¬ 
umph in the team championships. 
She won the women’s doubles in 

continued on p 27 
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pmtnenhip with Manik Kelkar and 
the girls’ doubles too. 

Tliere were moments of joy pro¬ 
vided by the boys. Juniors Pankaj 
Dhume and Sudanshu Hukku, who 
make an intelligent combination, 
did well to make the last four 

g rades of the men's doubles. Their 
est victory was against the Nag¬ 
pur pair of Mukherjee and Tho¬ 
mas, who were seeded fourth. 

In this batch of boys some show 
great promise, provided, of course, 
that they take this game seriously. 
One liked the style of Prasaniia 
Patki, of Pune, who lost to Bom¬ 
bay’s Pradeep Iyengar fn a three- 
game sub-junior singles final 
There were AtuI Biniwale of Pune, 
Parag Ueoras of Nagpur, Kiran 
Adhav, Mdvur Tawade, Jayesh 
Vaidya and .Saumitra Wardekai 
who looked a keen lot Among the 
young girks were Rahal Ilathee 
Singh, K a d h 1 k a Base, Shohliana 
Joshi and Soman 

Of course, the best taie was piu 
vided by the men's wh< re I’radcip 
Gandlie maintained lemaikable 
constistcncy He had tough mat 
rhes on the hnal dav and ii was 
evident that he had chalki d oiii 
his plans before meeting his highei 
placed rivals He was laliulatod in 
his attack against Udas Pavsai in 
the sumt-hnaU and w,e ciafrs in 
the final lussle against Iqba) Main 
dargi, the reigning champion It 
could be said that this w<is easih 
his best periormam • o* ihe season, 
game and strategv wise (landhe 
and Maindargi showed thou super 
lor skill tn the doubles while out 
witting the Pune pan of Udav 
Pawar and Madhur Bo/bora 

For Bezbora ir was a taxing 
tournament This junioi had to 
play thiee matches in the team 
events and also take pan in the 
men’s doubles Fortunately, he con¬ 
ceded a walkover m the men’s 
singles in order to concentrate in 
the team championships There is 
no doubt tha: Bezbora who de¬ 
lights the ciowd with his shadow 
badminton before the game, could 
make his ptesence felt in biggei 
company 

All the excitement in the team 
championship was hmited to the 
final tie betweon holders Bombay 
and Poona who had no dilficulty in 
getting the better of their respec¬ 
tive rivals in the earlier rounds 
Howevei, it must be said to the 
credit of Ratnagui, who had The 
mother-daughter combination of 
the Kelkars, that they did well to 
snatch a match off Bombay The 
Bombay side was a bettet all 
found one Their strength lay in 
their choice of players The deci¬ 
sion to play Ameeta Kulkarni with 
Sujata Jain in tlie women's doubles 
and leave the final men’s doubles 
to Gandhe and skipper Asif Parpia 
was a good move. 


Zona! round - up 

EAST 


Ordnance 

Tennis 

A FTER a typical monsoon down- 
™ pour had delayed the start of 
the match by over an hour, 24- 
year-old Chiradip Mukerjea beat 
Premjit Lall, 13 years his senior, 
3-6, 6-2, 6-2 in the finals of the 
Ordnance Club hard-court tennis 
tournament at Hastings in Cal¬ 
cutta recently 

The doubles, decided over a sin¬ 
gle pro-set due to lack of time and 
eventually completed under flood¬ 
lights, saw Lali and Jaidip Mukei 
jea win 9 7 over left-handei Nau- 
sher Madan and the y o u n g e i 
Mukerjea 

The Oidnance meet is well mana 
ged and popular, and one can 
understand the organisers’ belief 
that the State tennis bodv has been 


unfair in not iwanUng them better 
that the State iannia body has bmn 
There is mally no reason why 
Ordnance shonid always face the 
rains while another hard-court 
meet on the local circuit is un¬ 
failingly sanctioned November- 
December dates. 

The climax to a tournament 
often affected by rain was quite 
disappointing: Lall started off 
,aiing the pace of the game on the 
slow court, but by the middle of the 
second set he had run out of 
steam. Mukerjea, whose triumph 
was his first in the Ordnance meet¬ 
ing, began stroking the ball more 
solidly when he sensed victory 
could not but be his. The pain 
final began drably but latei warm¬ 
ed up with some attractive shots 
delighting the spectators 

Earlier, Rico Piperno had won 
the boys-18 final after being a set 
down versus Pradeep Bajoria, Dev 
Lall, the son of India’s new Davis 
Cup captain, won the boys 14 title 
over three sets against fellow left¬ 
hander Jayant Rikhye, and in'the 
girls’ event, Vida Einy beat her 
younger sister, Rina. 

— SUBROTO SIKKAR 


Calcutta S. J. awards 



Buie Nath receiving the best swinmier award from West Bengal P. W.U. 
MinisCet Jatin Chakravarty. Looking on hia CSJA secretary Santodh Sil. 
BELOW: Palash Nandy receiving the best cricketer award from Test 
umpire S^osh Ganguli 
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Hoilicks 



The nonridiiiiNit that builds resistance, 
safeguaids health day alter day. 


Horhclcs, taken regularly, gives your 
family thit nourishment that builds up 
their rests tance and keeps them full of 
health Hoalth mat means success 
and happi ness. Health that keeps you 
fit and act ive and builds security 
Horiicks. It's the only one that 
doctors all over the world 
recommend The only one that gives 
so much nourishment because its rich 
pure ingredients are combined by the 


unique Horiicks process which retains 
their natural goodness and makes them 
easy to digest 

That's why Suchitra has made 
Horiicks a part of her family's life She 
knows that Horiicks gives them 
health protection 

Like Suchitra, give your family 
Horiicks every day and watch them 
grow in health and strength through 
all the years ahead -'w— 


Horiicks IS 0 prime source 
of nourishment It has given 
consistent goodness through 
the yours I recommend 
Horiicks to build up.your 
family s resistance and keep 
them healthy and active day 
after day " 


HHKUJCiKS-The Great NcMirisher. 


'*ln North and West conns only 




Horiicks IS a Regisiared Trade Mark 
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A n tiiifroianf <^«Mi ««» 
during thf ROUNP ikOBlN <a 
tlw C.C.1, tourmBient rtcvAtly held 
in Bomlwy. 


10 9 
nil 

Q 8 7 


3 

A K Q 2 
Q 8 7 3 
A S 4 3 
(N) 

7 6 5 4 

(W) 

(S) 

A Q 10 
J 4 3 
A 10 9 2 
K 109 


2 

8 7 6 5 
(E) K J 6 S 4 

J 6 2 


How would you rate the chance!, 
for a diamond slam on the N/S 
cards? 

At my table the bidding was* 

S W N E 
ID 4S SS Pass 
6D ... 


1 was in the Noith seat and 
must confess that my bid ot ‘.5 
spades’ had more dare than discre¬ 
tion to recommend it. Any way the 
heart ten was led and my partnei 
Mhatte won the opening lead on 
the table, lan the diamond 7 which 
was allowed to hold, gave the hand 
the good old college try and wound 
up one down Indeed, unless East 
splits his trump honouis I don’t 
think the contiaci is makable even 
double-dummy. 

However, on the othei table Kej 
riwal (West) and Avinash Gokhale 
(East) defended the same contract 
against Khanolkar (South) and Ma- 
knaria (North). 

Kejriwal found the unfortunate 
opening lead of a spade—what one 
should lead on these types of hands 
is anybody’s guess—after which if 
declarer plays correctly there is no 
defence. 

If declarer runs the D7, then ca 
shes four rounds of hearts ditching 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 


a club and enters his hand with the 
club King, this is the position: 

nil 

nil 

Q 8 3 
A 5 4 

(N) 


K J 9 8 
nil (W) 
nil 
0 » 

(S) 

A 10 
nil 

A 109 
10 


nil 
(£) nil 

K J 6 5 
J 6 


Declarer plays the 10 of spades.ruf- 
fing with dummy’s eight. If East 
overruSs, trumps can be drawn 
‘ conveniently finessing against 
East’s diamond King. If East de¬ 
clines to overruff, the club Ace and 
a ruff in hand followed by the 
spade Ace ruffed with dummy’s 
Diamond Queen brings home the 
bacon 


if declarer instead of running his 
D 7 at trick two, plays the Queen of 
diamonds, a duck by East defeats 
him. The six card ending would 
then be. 



nit 

nil 

8 7 3 

A S 4 



N 


K J 9 8 


nil 

ml W 


E nil 

nil 


K J 6 5 

Q 8 

S 

J 6 


dWttihtid 7. Wm overruBa 
hacJfa i trunp and there la no loey 
of picking sq > East’s King withoul 
loss of a further trick. 

In practice Khenolkar played the 
D Queen at trick two and Gokhale 
(Eest) covered with his King ai- 
faring declarer an armchair ride 
which Khanolkar declined. He 
tried to caah his spade Ace instead 
of ruffing a low spade in dummy 
after eliminating hearu and the 
contract met the same fate as in 
my room. 

Against us the East'West pair 
was Rajesh Dalai (West) and 
Mansur Tyebji (East). Dalai’s logic 
in not leading a spade was his 
partner’s failure to double South’s 
bid of ’5 spades'. 1 do not know 
whether East, non- vulnerable agai¬ 
nst vulnerable, was expected to 
double ’5 spades' with a singleton 
spade Queen or for that matter a 
void in spades. Any way, Dalai did 
the right thing though his reason 
may not bear close scrutiny. 

Incidentally, even without a 
spade lead if declarer elects to 
play his D Queen from dummy at 
trick two and East makes the mis¬ 
take of covering with the King, 
declarer can cash four hearts, play 
King’s Ace of rlubs and ruff a club 
in hand: 

3 

nil 

8 7 3 
S 

N 2 

nil 

Immaterial W E J 6 5 4 

S nil 

A Q 10 
nil 
10 9 
nil 


1 


A 10 
A 10 4 
10 

If South now ruffs a spade with 


The spade Ace Is played and a 
»ade ruffed with the D-7 leaving 
East powerless to resist a croM 
ruff despite the trump return. 


hockey- 

der Borght available, they will be 
feared by their rivj|ls. 

Ireland look to be the other po¬ 
tential semi-finalist in Group B 
They are also coached by a former 
innurnetionel In lan Steepe. Ai- 
thou^ they were only 11th in the 
last European Cup in 1974, they 
have played plenty of international 
hockey during the last four years 
and in Terry Gregg have a world 
class centre forward. This year 
they have beaten Poland 6-1 and 
lost only narrowly to Netherlands 
and England. 

The dangers to Belgium and Ire¬ 
land must be Japan who have 


■ ■ from p 19 

spent a month in Europe recently 
and are now pla^ng European 
style hockey; and Italy who, as 
hosts, should be inspired to im¬ 
prove on their 12th place in the 
last European. Disappointing for 
Italy was a 24) defeat by Wai« in 
a recent European Cup qualifier 
despite home advantage. Japan, 
average age 22, will have to pace 
themselves to be more consistent 
than they were in Amsferdam tour¬ 
nament. Though they can point a 
victory over Spain and a draw with 
England there 

Mexico’s international record is 
very impressive apart from consis¬ 
tently high placing in the Pan Ame¬ 


rican games. Th» were wooden 
spoonists in the Munich Olympics 
and Montreal pre-Olympic events. 
The final place in this group wiil 
be filled by the runner-up m the 
African qualifier. 

1 believe the Inter-Continental 
Cup will show just how many good 
sides there are in die world to-day. 
Hockey is progressing fast around 
the globe, dint the FIH may well 
have to consider making the next 
Inter-Continental Cup, the World 
Cup division two and introducing 
a division three as well. 

— PATRICK ROWLE\ 
Courtesy. WORLD HOCKEY 
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V* 




will he? 
wotft he? 
will he? 
won't he? 
will he? 
won't he? 

mil he wear my fa^urite Modi Suitjonight? 






modi 

suiting^, & shirtingi 

Women find them irresistible 
—ask any man! 




Modi Rayon & Silk Mills 
Modinagar U.P. 


J' 


i 




ProeeMed in tnchnical Collaboration with HEPATEX, Switzarland 
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Cricket news 


Tough line 
against 
Gavaskar 


28 FIND CONTRACT VAGUE 


nnWENTY-EIGHT of the 33 cric- 
^ kcters, who anended a physi* 
cal fitness camp at Madras recent¬ 
ly, did not sign the preliminary 
contract with the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India under instruc¬ 
tions from the Cricketers* Associa¬ 
tion of India (CAI), it is learnt. 

The five signatories were Dilip 
Doshi Parthasarthy Sharma, Barun 
Burman, S. Banerjee and Ranjin- 
der Sin^ Hans, who were to Irave 
on September 20, for the East 
Zone vs Central Zone i^leep Tro¬ 
phy quarter-finals at Jaipur and 
signed before being contacted by 
CAI office-bearers. 

• 

The remaining players did not 
sign stating that they were intend¬ 
ing to take legal opinion. It is 
learnt that the secretary of CAI, 
Sunil Gavaskar has written to the 
Board asking for a meeting be¬ 
tween the Board and the Associa¬ 
tion to finalise terms of the 
agreement. 

It is learnt that the contract was 
very vague and was mostly one sid¬ 
ed and in favour of the Board. One 
of the clauses was binding on the 


players for three years and it bar¬ 
red the signatories from refusing 
to play unless under medical ad¬ 
vice. The CAI wanted a change 
to provide that they could refuse 
to play on any “valid ground”. 

According to another clause,'the 
players will not play in any ama¬ 
teur or profesaionally organised 
tournament. This mi^t mean that 
the signatories would not be able 
to play in league and county cric¬ 
ket in England. The CAI could 
have understood if the contract 
had specified the tournaments or 
matches the players should not 
play. 

A third clause in the contract 
said that, if selected for the forth¬ 
coming Australian tour, a player 
will have to stick to the terms of 
the agreement. The CAI was not 
willing to sign this clause as it was 
not aware what the final terms 
were going to be like and signing 
the preliminary contract would 
mean acceptance of the unknown 
terms. 

— SW Correspondent 


Bedi not out 


nEDl, it seems, has not been 
bowled after all. The Indian 
Cricket Board, is reconsidering his 
is%ue. Ghulam Ahmed, the Board 
secretary, has at last received 
Bedi’s letter from Northampton, 
explaining bis difficulties and his 
inability to attend the camp. 

Bedi, in his letter, has said that 
it took an unduly long time to 
wind up his establishment in Eng¬ 
land following the termination u( 
his contract with Northampton¬ 
shire. He has also praised the 
Board for arranging the condition¬ 
ing camp in Madras as it would 
help the players became very fit. 

In view of Bedi’s genuine diffi¬ 
culties, the Board will reconsider 
its decision nbt to consider him 
for the tour of Australia. He has 
been called to Bangalore on Sep¬ 
tember 28 for discussion. 

It is said that the Board had ta¬ 
ken a stand not to consider those 
who failed to attend the camp for 
selection only with the view to 
curb ‘indiscipline’ among players 
as they tend to absent themselves 
from such camps, giving flimsy 
excuses. 

There appears to be resentment 
in the players’ circle over the Bedi 
issue. At least one senior Test pla- 


yer feels that the Indian Cricket 
Board could have shown more tact 
and understanding over the matter. 
While admitting the fact that Board 
secretary Ghulam Ahmed had writ¬ 
ten twice to Bedi and had made it 
clear to him that he should return 
from England and turn up at the 
conditioning-cum-coaching camp 
for the probables for the tour of 
Australia, at least by Sepiembei 
16, he feels that the Board could 
have been a little more sympathe¬ 
tic towards Bedi. 

Bedi also telephoned SPORTS- 
WEEK last week and expressed 
surprise at the Board’s decision to 
keep him out He said he was keen 
to represent India tor some time 
more and that was the reason why 
he had rejected Kerry Packer's 
offer twice. He also wrote to 
Ghulam Ahmed appreciating the 
fact that a conditioning camp was 
being arranged. 

This Test player feels that it 
would be a folly on the part of the 
Board to put Bedi, the world’s best 
left-arm spinnei, out of the reckon¬ 
ing for a difficult tour to a power¬ 
ful cricketing country like Austra¬ 
lia. To keep a player, who has 
bowled admirably and untiringly 
for some seasons and who has cap- 
, continued on p 36 


^^HILE the Board may relent 

” in Bedi’s case, it is likely to 
take a tough line in the case of 
Gavaskar who has been asked to 
explain remarks he had made 
against selectors in SPORTSWEEK. 
Hiose hurt by his remarks are 
said to be extremely unhappy. 

Sunil Gavaskar has given a letter 
to Indian Cricket Board secretary 
Ghulam Ahmed, seeking a meeting 
with Board president Chinna- 
swamy. Apparently, Gavaskar 
wants to discuss with Chinnaswamy 
about the issue that has cropped 
up following his remarks about 
selectors in the article ‘My boys, 
the champs* that he wrote in ffie 
Sportsweek in May this year 

The Board has conceded Gitvos- 
kar's demand to discuss the matter 
with Board president M. Chinna¬ 
swamy. He has been called to Ban¬ 
galore on October 6 for discussions 
before a three-man committee, 
comprising M. Chinnaswamy and 
vice-presidents, Bbairav Mohanti 
and Satish Malhotra. 

However, it is reliably learnt 
that the Cricketers* Associatitm of 
India has requested the Board for 
allowing a representative of the 
CAI to attend the discussions pure¬ 
ly as an observer 

The Board, it is said, had earlier 
sent him a letter asking him to 
explain some sentences in the arti¬ 
cle. He, however, has not been 
charge-sheeted or asked to apolo¬ 
gise as reported in some dailies. 

It could well be that Gavaskar 
had made those remarks inadver¬ 
tently. And the Board could have 
admonished him earlier. The work¬ 
ing committee of the Board in ear¬ 
lier meetings could have taken up 
the issue and talked to Gavaskar 
about it. Now, after inviting him 
as one of the tour probables to 
attend the conditioning-cum-coach- 
ing camp, it is not prudent on the 
Board's part to demand an explana¬ 
tion from Gavaskar lor his remarks 
against selectors. 

Should the Board rhoose to de¬ 
mand an apology or some such 
thing from Gavaskar thereby it 
would be only puHing a player, 
who could be considered a cert 
for a place in the team as a_ reli¬ 
able opening batsman, in a distm- 
bed frame of mind that could only 
upset his batting performance. 
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T. T. Topics 


Players’ plan a boycott 


T he Indian Table Tennis Players’ 
Association concern over the’ 
new system to be adopted at the 
forthcoming Nationals at Vallabh 
Vidyanagar in Gujarat is not with¬ 
out justification. 

By reducing the field for, say. 
the men’s singles from 128 to 64, 
a vast majority of the players re¬ 
presenting the States will be forced 
to play the qualifying rounds. 
Worse, there is no guarantee that 
even the hot contenders for the 
honours will not suffer such a fate. 

Under the new system, a State 
association is allowed to nominate 
a certain number of players for the 
open events depending upon its 
ranking. However, it is not bind¬ 
ing on the State to nominate its 
best players though it would be ex¬ 
pected to do so. And what of the 
player who is not over-eager to re¬ 
present his State? His entry may 
be sponsored by the Table Tennis 
Federation of India but here again 
the discretionary power is vested 
with die Federation and Ae num¬ 
ber of players who can be so 
sponsored by the Federation is 
Ihnlted. 


The I.T T P.A’s fear seems to 
be that a player who has fallen 
foul of Authority may be preven^ 
ed from playing in the Nationals. 
Or forced to play in the qualify¬ 
ing. For some time now, Kabad 
Jayant and Badakere Saikuroar 
nave not been playing for their 
State, Karnataka, and the question 
that naturally arises is whether the 
entries of such players of proven 
merit should be at the mercy of 
officials 


The new system is based on the 
World Championship pattern. That, 
however, is no reason why we 
should blindly follow it. While 
some 80 countries take part in the 
World Championships, there are 
just about 20 teams at the Natio¬ 
nals. The field is thus less 
unwieldy 

The main idea behind the move 
to limit entries for the open events 
seems to be to save a day in the 
conduct of the Nationals However, 
in the eagerness to save time and 
expense, a player, however humble, 
should not be made a needless 
victim. 

The I.T.T.PA. has threatened to 
boycott the Nationals if the old 
system is not retained. It is not an 
empty threat It is to be hoped that 
the Table Tennis Federation of 
India will make an effort to under¬ 
stand the players’ problems and 
find a solution. 

The players have again a valid 



ISanjlt Dua . . . winner of the Khar Gymkhana 
open tournament 


case when they say that thby should 
be free to play in any recognised 
tournament in the country without 
havmg to seek the approval of the 
State associations They have a 
right to do so as they are registered 
witii the federation and not any 
State association and it should be 
entirely up to them to decide whe¬ 
ther they want to play for their 
States /Md it should be up to the 
States to create the right atmos¬ 
phere which will make a player 
eager to represent his State 

T shall deal with the other de 
mands, aspirations and objectives 
of the Players’ Association some 
other time. Apart from the two 
points Already discussed, I shall, 
at the moment, confine myself to 
pointing out the “new wave’’ in 
Indian table tennis with the Pla 3 ^ 
ers’ Association taking an active 
role inthe conduct of a 
tournament 

The 1.TTP.A made history of 
sorts by actively associating itself 



Atul Parikh . . . fought 
gamely 
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with the Khar Gymkhana tourna* 
ment but, despite the realous 
efforts of both, the competition 
failed to scale the expected heights 
This was largely because some of 
the star players couldn't make the 
tnp, Shailaja Salokhe had taken 
ill and V Chandrasekhar had re 
portedly to stay homc^ to undergo 
an operation Indu Puri, an asthma¬ 
tic, feels that Bombay’s climate 
doesn’t suit her 

There was a strong Delhi contin 
gent, which included the secretary. 
Mr Hukum Singh Perhaps he had 
come to study how tournaments 
were run in Bombay It is hard to 
say what useful tips he had gathei 
ed from the trip but from his con 
tented look it was easy to guess 
he was happy with things 







Play It cool Play it casual Play it slick. 
With Sirsiik polyester shirts 
Sirsilk has a racy range of polyester shirtings 
In smiling shades and peachy prints 
To suit every man To match every mood 




SIRSILK 

polyester suitings B* shirtings 
THESmSILK UMITED 

Sirpuf'Kaghazndgar Andhra Prade&h 
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Mahal Kalbadavl Road BOMBAY a ORIENTAL ENTERPRISES 6 AGENCIES India Machinary BuHding 2nd Floor Eahibition Road PATNA a RATHI B CO 
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Unsportingly yours, 

SHARAD KOTNIS 


N IRAJ BAJAJ. former National 
table tennis champion, has not 
played in a single tournament 
since the season began in June. 
What is wrong widi the player 
who, early this year, represented 
India in the world championships 
at Birmingham and performed 
quite well? 

He has won the National title 
twice and has represented the 
country with distinction in the 
Asian and Commonwealth cham 
pionships besides gaining a world 
ranking. Was it the family busi¬ 
ness, as has been expressed in 
some quarters, that kept him away 
from the table tennis scene at the 
young age of 21"* 

So far Bajaj had parried all 
questions about his retirement 
tiom the scene of his many tri¬ 
umphs and lovers of the game 
were left wondering why such a 
good player had kept himself out 
of competitive play Surely, Bajaj 
has many mure years of table ten¬ 
nis ahead of him Besides he is 
young enough to scale new peeks 
in the game 

1 had a long chat with Bajaj on 



Niraj Bajaj . . . quit in 
proteat 


tb* concluding night of die Khar 
Gjnnkliana tournament. This time, 
Faiaj did not try to avoid direct 
ouasuona. He explained his stand 
claorly like a mature player. 

At the end of the talk. I could 
not help feeling that all the un¬ 
savoury happenings prior to the 
Indian team^s departure for the 
World Championafaips had left a 
deep mark on this young man. 

Bajaj is ve^ sore that the table 
tennis administrators in the coun¬ 
try are doing nothing for the game 
in the country. ‘Tell me one posi¬ 
tive step, they have taken during 
the 1977”? he asked. And it*s j^lain 
to see that this remark of his is 
born out of frustration. 

“Personally, I have nothing 
against the XTFI. They have been 
very kind to me and 1 am satisfied 
with whatever has come my way 
during the last five years. But my 
colleagues and 1 have had to wage 
a grim battle for our basic rights 
and have had to stake our careers 
in the process. All this makes very 
sad reading. The TTFl is bent on 
crushing the players association 
and with it their demands ior cer 
tain basic rights.” Therefore, says 
Bajaj, and this he feels very 
strongly, “1 have no place in this 
vicious set-up. My retiring from 
the game is a PROTEST against 
the wrongs done to my colleagues.” 

Very sad indeed. A stalwart of 
the game has quit and all because 
of the ham-handedness of its 
officials. 


Hockey notes 

Action against 

HERE IS no move by the In¬ 
dian Hockey Federation execu¬ 
tive committee to instal Aslam 
Sher Khan as the captain of the 
Indian hockey team to the fourth 
Wot Id (^up hockey tournament, to 
be held in Buenos Aires in March- 
Apiil next yeai, as alleged by J D 
Nagarvala, chairman of the selec¬ 
tion committee, as reported in a 
section of press. 

In fact, there is a move not to 
allow Aslam Sher Khan and Ashok 
Kumar to play in tournaments in 
India or to allow them to go along 
with the Indian Airlines team to 
play in any tourney abroad, as 
thi^ failed to attend the first coa¬ 
ching camp for the World Cup pto- 
bables at the NIS (Patiala), to 
which they had been invited — 
though late. 

The Indian Airlinea team ia to 
participate next month in the 
Kennedy Hockey Tournament in 
the United States. 

It ia gathered that the IHP ia 
likely to aak both the playera for 
an explanation for not attending 


Aslam, Ashok 

the camp Whethei they would be 
allowed to take part in any tour¬ 
ney would be considered after an 
inquity into their failuic to attend 
the camp 

Be that as it may, Aslam, it is 
undei stood, had sought a guaran¬ 
tee from an official that he would 
be in the final team, to agree to 
attend the camp. 

D’Souza hits back 

M AJ. gen. EUSTACE 

D’SOIIZA, who resigned re¬ 
cently Irom the National hockey 
selection committee, questioned 

the propriety of the Union Educa¬ 
tion Minister, Dr P C. Chunder, 
in ordering a high-level meeting to 
discuss the Patiala incident under 
his (Dr. Chunder'sl chairmanship, 
when he was a “biased party”. 

In a letter to the Minister, re¬ 
leased to the press. D'Souza con¬ 
tends that the Minister had said in 
Ludhiana that action should be ta¬ 
ken against Gen D’Souza for his 


alleged remarks about a 
community 

D’Souza said that the Indian 
Hockey Federation is an autono- 
meua and independent body. Was 
then a Government inquiry in 
order? Could not the Government 
have exercised three days of pati¬ 
ence in conducting the said inquiry 
until after the holding of the IHF 
meeting in Madras on September 
19? 

D’Souza also asks. As one of the 
individual involved in the alleged 
incident, should I not have been 
summoned to Delhi by name for 
the inquiry? 

Nagarvala, too 

■JT is reliably learnt that when 
IHF president MAM Rama- 
swamy told chairman of the selec¬ 
tion committee J D Nagarvala that 
he would have to step down in 
view of the Education Ministry’s 
suggestion, Nagarvila is said lo 
have replied that he would not 
bow to threats. 

The IHF had asked Nagarvala to 
explain within a week, enclosing a 
resolution passed at the IHF execu¬ 
tive meeting, as regards his state¬ 
ments in the press. Nagarvala’s re¬ 
ply to IHF secretary Daya- 
nand’s lettei. “Your letter is 
presumptuous” 
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by BUSVBEE, 


M y FRIFND, who lives on the 
21st floor and has a football 
ground and a cricket field and a 
hockey stadium and a polo 
ground and a golf course and a 
swimming pool on his terrace, 
had set his heart on seeing 
Mohun Bagan play the New York 
Cosmos ever since the game was 
announced. 


First, he tried the normal methods 
of getting a ticket, like buying 
half the lottery tickets sold by 
the West Bengal government. But 
his luck was against him, as was 
the luck of thousands of Cal¬ 
cutta football fans 

So he wrote a letter to the organi¬ 
sers of the exhibition match, 
offering to underwrite the game 
and bear all the expenses if they 
would provide him with one tic¬ 
ket. Lest they would think he 
was trying to get a free ticket, he 
told them that he would pay for 
the ticket. The organisers, un¬ 
fortunately, did not reply to his 
letter. 


By this time the Cosmos team was 
already in Tokyo and my friend 
was getting very desperate. He 
told me to use my influence to 
get him a press ticket at least. 
“If necessary, I will buy over 
The Statesman,” he said. I told 
him: “That is impossible. They 
are not even going to allow the 
pressmen to look at Pele 
practising.'* 

My friend was by this time trying 
all the Calcutta clubs to see if 
they could help him with a tic¬ 
ket To the Mohun Bagan Club, 
he offered full kit for each pla¬ 
yer for the great match, charges 
for renovating their present sta¬ 
dium and the construction of a 
new stadium on the other side 
of the Hoogly. 

They wrote back to him to say that 
all these offers had been made 
by at least a dozen other football 
fans and it had not yet been 
decided whose offer to accept. 

It wgs at this time that my friend 
heard that the game was to be 
played at Eden Gardens and he 
asked his Calcutta agent to get 
in touch with the stadium autho¬ 
rities and place before them his 
proposal. The proposal was that 
he would get, at his own expense, 
the entire Kerry Packer circus 
to play a five-day match at Eden 
Gardens, if. in return, they 
would arrange one seat for him 
for the Pele match. 


The Eden Gardens authorities said 
that they would put my friend’s 
name on the waiting list and diet 
was the best they could do. 

Two days before Pele and his men 
reached Calcutta, I read reports 
that tickets for the match were 
being sold on the black-market. 
Of course, the amount they were 
asking for a ticket was very 
steep and I did not know whe¬ 
ther my friend could pay so 
much. However, I drew my 
friend’s attention to these re¬ 
ports and suggested he should 

S et in touch with the black-mar- 
et people. 

My friend instructed his agent to 
follow-up this avenue. The 
agent at last located a man who 
was prepared to part with his 
last remaining black-market tic¬ 
ket for a price of Rs. 3 lakhs, but 
only provided he personally con¬ 
ducted the deal. 

My friend paid for his air fare to 
Bombay, put him up at the Taj 
Mahal, paid him the Rs. 3 lakhs 
and accepted the ticket with 
many thanks. 

However, as things turned out, my 
friend could not attend the 
match. For, at the last minute, 
he decided he could not afford 
to miss the season’s first cricket 
match and so flew to Jaipur to 
see Central Zone play East Zone. 


Cricket news 

from p 31 

tamed the country in some series, 
on a piffling ground that he 
has not attended the physical con¬ 
ditioning camp is being very unfair 
to him, he says. 

The player wonders whether the 
Board was really that particular 
That tour probables should undergo 
the conditioning exercises. To him 
it seems that the Board was only 
very keen that the players should 
turn up at the camp, even if very 
late. He says players who bad to 
return from England after comple¬ 
ting their cricket engagements in 
that country were allowed to join 
the camp even as late as Septem¬ 
ber 16, five'dkys before the 17-day 
camp ended. Could the Board say 
that all the players who joined the 
camp late went thiough the con¬ 
ditioning exercises and the fielding 
and net practice at least on ail 
the remaining days?, he asked. It 
cannot, he says, for the fact is 
that most of them sustained some 
injury or the other or had some 
trouble and could not go through 
the remaining days* training fully. 

l^at being so, he says, the Board 
need hot have taken a touf^ stand 
in Bedi’s case, especially in view 
of the genuine problem he had. 


5 Pak stars for 
Sardesai benefit 

■CtlVE Pakistani players — Javed 
^ Miandad, Sadiq Mohammed, 
Sarfraz Nawaz, Wasim Bari, Wasim 
Raja or Altaf Gul — have expres¬ 
sed their willingness to participate 
in the Dilip Sardesai benefit match 
to be played at Ahmedabad from 
October 20 to 22. 

Their participation is subject to 
the formal permission of the Paki¬ 
stan Board. Sardesai made his Test 
debut against Pakistan in 1960 and 
is held in high esteem by both 
Pakistani and West Indian players. 
He would have been in a position 
to field most of the top-notchers 
in the game, but for the ban on 
Packer players. 

Sardesai was in London last 
week to contact the players and is 
hopeful that they will be able to 
come. 

Sardesai’s team will be led by 
Pataudi and will include all past 
Indian Test players, including Sa¬ 
lim Durani and M. L. Jaisimha. 

This match will be the last in 
India for those who will be select¬ 
ed to tour Australia. 


Billiards 

Feireiray 

Aleem 

for 

world meet 

I^ICHAEL FERREIRA and S. 

_ A. Aleem will represent In¬ 
dia in the World Billiards Competi¬ 
tion to be held in Melbourne, 
Australia. 

Other participants are; Norman 
Dagley, R. Close (England), T. R. 
Yesberg, H. C. Robinson (New 
Zealand), Joe Nugenr D. Pratt 
(Scotland), George Ganim (Jr.), 
George Ganim (Sen.), (Australia), 
W. A. J. Weerasinghe (Sri Lanka), 
and Clive Everton (Wales). 

The competition starts on 
November 8 and will go on till 
November 29. 

The International Billiards and 
Snooker Federation has refused 
the South African entry. 
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Suntan scandal 


VT^RDLY had the much-pubh- 
ciaed vaseline aflair died down 
when yet another, the now-famous 
suntan cream incident, stormed 
the cricketing world 

The reported charge by English¬ 
man that Australian Max Walker 
smeared suntan cream on the ball 
only confirms the apptehension of 
Bedi and Co of John Lever using 
vaseline to gam an unfair 
advantage. 

— Binoy K Cutgutia (Karmatar). 


Big muddle 

HAT the hell do our sports 
” administrator:, have in mmd> 
On the one hand Ramaswamy and 
Co have deprived Indian hockey 
of great players like Ashok, Aslant, 
Vannder and Surjit 

On the other hand the ciickei 
board appeal to have decided to 
send a second eleven of Indian 
cricketers to play against the sec 
ond eleven oi Australia 

— A Revadiwala (Patna) 


A PTER ruining our hockey, our 
sports administrators are turn¬ 
ing to cricket I think, all those, 
who have the interests of the game 
at heart, should take some drastic 
action to kill this monster of poli¬ 
tics (rather thati only taming it) 
that will surely weaken the 
strength of our national side 

— S. W Fadnit (Bombay). 

Mohinder mourned 

TNDIAN people will always re- 
member September 20 as a 
black day. On that day India lost 
a great hockey player, Mohinder 
Singh. May God grant him eternal 
peace. 

— Nikhilesh Purohit (Jodhpur). 


M ohinder singh's death at 
such a young age came as a 

S eat shock. We will surely miss 
I lively approach to the game. 

— Nomeeta Barooah (Dibrugarh). 


Poor soccer showing 


'I'HE performance of our Indian 
soccer team in the recently 
concluded President Park Cup 
Tournament at Seoul has been a 
lopsided affair. From the outcome 
of matches played — three mas¬ 
sive defeats and one win — it has 
become an established fact that 
the team initially suffers heavy 
defeats and gradually by gaining 
experience in the same tournament 
IS able to combat the challenge. 

It IS evidently clear — we lack 
the higher tactical approach and 
physical condition needed to cope 
with continuous high-pitched per¬ 
formance. But, nothing has been 
done to eradicate the shortcomings 
thus far For the AIFF to continue 
in this manner would mean leav¬ 
ing little room for further 
improvement. 

As I see it — there is only one 


way out. The AIFF should conduct 
an international soccer tourna¬ 
ment in the country. It would cer¬ 
tainly benefit our National selec¬ 
tors and coaches to judge and see 
the team in action. Moreover, pla¬ 
yers not only gain international 
match-experience, but also culti¬ 
vate a high standard of the game. 

It is a crying shame that while 
our small and less resourceful 
neighbour Afghanistan has re¬ 
gularly conducted an International 
tournament, India with its im¬ 
mense resources cannot do like¬ 
wise. It is about time the AIFF re¬ 
doubled its efforts to ensure that 
our players are mentally and phy¬ 
sically fit. Either that or give up 
trying to pit our limited resources 
against superbly superior tacticians. 

— Terence Craven (Bombay). 


Poor Venkat 

I T seems that cricket sports- 
writers have a grudge against 
VenkaY He is always made a scape¬ 
goat, whenever a controversy arises 
Now what has Venkat to do with 
the Cricket Boat d’s decision to oust 
Bedi’ Even VenkaPs woist critics 
will have no doubt about his sports¬ 
manship and fighting spirit The 
critics ate hurting a true sports¬ 
man in alleging that he is involved 
in a conspiracy. 

As far as the Board’s decision 
to oust Bedi IS concernod, I think 
that It IS the result of hitherto 
bottled up feelings 
— V Gupalakrishnan (New Delhi). 


Take Bedi 

EDI has expressed his love ior 
the country by not joining'the 
Packer ‘circus’. I request thA selec¬ 
tors to think it over and reconsidei 
his case. 

—- V. G. Sukumaran (Coonoor). 


npHE IHF needs a shake up, spe- 
cially after the walk-out by 
three more Indian ace players, in 
all making five It’s reaUy a ser¬ 
ious setback for India’s prepara¬ 
tions tor the fourth World Cup 
hockey tournament. 

— Vivek Kapoor (Ferozepur). 
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Squanderer, the best 



E LEVFN Red Rufus, a 

colt hv D a I k William Red 
Belle, eained a pciiitdiieni place m 
the Indian racing archives by be¬ 
coming the first hruse to win the 
Indian triple oown and the Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup Next Sunday 
(October 2) in Pune the magnifi¬ 
cent Squanderet will assuredly 
follow in his hoof marks as he 
stands head and shoulders above 
any of his rivals in the 2,8(X) metres 
St. Leger as be will run at level 
weight with his principal livals 
while be is many kilos higli<‘i than 
them ill the actual scale 

Squanderer, Kaiipt V Biiat and 
1. S Miichandani’s Valoioso-Milky 
Way colt who was bred by Gen. 
and Mrs 1’. P Kumaramangalam 
at the Yeravada Stud, is the most 
celebrated and must successful 
horse the counity has evei known 
He pr< vod himself the best of the 


thi ee year-olds with a smashing 
victoiy in the 2,000 metres Banga 
lore Derby, towered over the Wes¬ 
tern India four-year-olds in the In¬ 
dian 2,000 Guineas and Derby in 
Bombay and tiounced the rest in 
the Bangalore St. Legei and the 
Invitation Cup and proved himself 
to be vastly superior to even the 
older horses when easily beating 
them III the Bangalore Maharaja’s 
Cup and the Hyderabad President 
of India Gold Cup. 

Bquanderei has been beaten but 
onre in 13 starts, in the Bangalore 
Cults Trial His last nine runs have 
been winning ones and, as is evi¬ 
dent from the foregoing list of his 
major achievements, he is at home 
on anv track Therefore, the fact 
that he will be making his fiist 
ever appearance in Pune cannot 
possibly be a drawback. Indeed, 
both Sweet Memories and Com 
manclie won this race in their first 
appearances and both, like Squan 
derer, came to Pune stiaight fiom 
victories in the Hyderabad Presi¬ 
dent ot India Cup. 

Of course, it is absurd to make 
out a rase for Squanderet although 
he did miss out the Bangalore 
Governoi’s Cup because of a strain¬ 
ed pastern. When 
winning the 
Hyderabad plum 
he made it abun¬ 
dantly clear that 
he was not affet r- 
ed by that set 
back in training. 
As such, he 
selects himself 
and the only 
points of interest 
are that his vic¬ 
tory will provide 
champion trainer 
R R. Byramji 
with a hat-trick 
of wins in the 
longest of the 
Classics, Vasant 
Shinde, who will 
be astride, with 
his first win in 
this race and will 
increase the earn- 
ing.s of Squan¬ 
derer by another 
three-quarter lakh 
of rupees and so 
make it even 
more difficult for 
his winnings, 
which are already 
well over seven 
figures and an 
Indian record, to 
be surpassed in 
the foreseeable 
future. 

There is ano¬ 
ther point of in¬ 
terest. Who will 


follow him home? Wild Blossom 
has filled the role of runner-up in 
the 2,(j00 Guineas, Ruia Cup and 
Derby and the Valoroso-Oringe 
Blossom colt should do so once 
again. 


Of more interest is the Deccan 
Derby which will be run over 2,000 
metres in Hyderabad on the same 
day and which will be competed 
tor by three yeai-olds. The top 
three contenders are t h e colts 
M a r a t h a Lancet (Tliiindering- 
Malibu), Grand Parade (Everyday 
Il-Mumtaz) and the filly Ivanjica 
(Buck Passer-Golden Dream). 
These three met last week when 
Ivanjica, the winner of the Fillies 
Trial, scored from Maratha Lancer 
and Grand Paiade, who easily 
claimed the Colts Trial That was a 
handicap tare and Ivanjica was in 
leccipt ot much weight Now, she 
will only gel a sex allowance of 
1 5 kilos and unless she is very 
much improved one doubts her 
ability to match up to lolts 


When Maratha Lamer won the 
Colts Trial in Bangaloic Gland 
Parade was a dismal failure as the 
favourite. He was badly knocked 
by Ocean Gold on that occasion 
and he proved Ins wot th by ma¬ 
king a showing in the Bangalore 
Derby in which rate he finished 
ahead of Maratha Lancer There 
IS a ridei here also as Maratha 
Lancer was veiy badly iiaiidied 
Nonetheless, it is this column’s 
view that Grand Paiade is the bet- 
tei of the two and that he should 
prevail 


Trainer D S Ghiiniman has 
brought a siring of six horses fiom 
Mysore to Pune Of them, Lok- 
Sewak and RapYogi performed 
well in their first appeal ances al¬ 
though they were short of work 
and It is evident that both will win 
in the neai fiituie At the age of 10 
Prize Fightoi, the onetime con¬ 
queror ot Tristai in Class Two, 
won his sciond race in a row when 
he claimed the 1,(H)0 metres Bar- 
doli Plate which is quite a feat as 
his record .shows that he is at his 
best only over longer trips. 


Digvijay became the first to 
complete a hat-trick in Pune but 
as his third win was not as readily 
gained as his earlier successes it 
is unlikely that he will add to his 
successes The same cannot be said 
tf Noble Star, who made her first 
appearance since a blank Banga¬ 
lore Winter campaign a winning 
one. Natural Gift and Sweet Hea¬ 
ven. All three have the capacity 
to repeat. 




A range of highly-efficient. 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year 
Available m many designs 
and shades 


camlln 

PENS, 

JOTTER BALL PENS 
fr REFILLS 





38 


SPORTSWEEK, October 2. 1977 






Ti** r \\ 















o^ 


^vO 

l'?§^ 








.,.h 


nOV'''^^’ Kl ''''® V. * A OO'"®' 

«’***“« lO* *1 *' '"'St''*"' 

COt»®^ .1 Cot»'’. -S6'- 




rt\**‘'' 'VO<^'>'vn'^ 


V90^» 


\’% V-’f/i l*^ 

%% tXw Vr.^^’> 

ft\S ft- ’•’ 

\jO<’ 

, '^:s.tS.'|’«' 

h'"' .e, ■’J'* 

_ AV 1V3« 






(tS "^V icf''”’ 
>AN\ VO 


\>i'''“ 


,, SM 

*eto '■ tt^/ ''' *‘1 
"^'® '' 


.5S«SV- 


.V . k 













MAPP- BTM- 77- 



Contemporary vested styling in 
suiting for today's fashion conscious 
male. Sophisticated stripes in a wide 
assortment of shades and tones. 

GRAVIERA SUITING sets the pace 
for perfection—superb weaves... 
designs...finishes. 


Ask far it by name — 

CRflUCKflBI 


BmWANl TEXTILE MILLS 

(Prop: The Gwalior Rayon Silk Mfg. (Wvg.) Co. Ltd.) 
Birla Colony. BHIWANI (Haryana) 





Now, for the first time in 
/ Calcutta-football at night! 



around the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at the Mohim Bagan Stadium 

Tfie complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadium along with a sophisticated 
control room was engineered by Philips. 

Undertaken on a turnkey basis, the entire 
project was planned, designed with 
the aid of computers, and installed by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers. 

And all this in record time. The lighting of 
the playing area was made possible by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta. Equipped with 
Halogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced in India for sports fields, 
the system meets international standards 
in outdoor illumination levels. 

For us at Philips, the project has meant 
total involvement And we are glad 
to have brought a little more happiness to 
sports lovers in the city With the lighting 
With the sound With the total package. 

PHILIPS 

P H11 i f > S I DIA I 1 .\''l i 1 f n 
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HITTING OUT... KHALID ANSAftI 


Testing time for the Board 

Of Bedi, Gavaskar 
and nonsensical 
penalty points 

I T’s t itiattcr for rejoicing that the Cn>Control 
Board in the person of Its gracious and erudite 
president M. Chinnaswamy has seen reason and 
exonerated Bishan Bedi for not attending the phy¬ 
sical conditioning camp in Madras. 

niat Bedi’s reasons for not attending the camp 
were genuine — and hear^rendering — has now 
been accepted and it is hoped that the special meeU 
ing of the Board in Bandore this week will see 
no cause to go against Cninnaswamy’s verdict and 
diet it will bury this unsavoury episode once and 
for ail. 

While we are all for discipline, we do see in 
Bedi's case sufficient grounds to merit an exception. 
And in Udting this stand we do so not just bwause 
India needs Bedi; but because of die sheer wei^t 
of evidence in favour of the India captain. 

While Bedi appears to have got the benefit 
of the doubt, this, alas, has not been the case with 
Sunil Gavaskar It is apparent that his witty, tongue- 
inKheek article in SPORTSWEEK in May in which 
he is accused of referring to members of the selec¬ 
tion committee as ‘court jesters’ (the critics are 
going by inference, not circumsttntial evidence) 
wili be used as an excuse foi a witch-hunt. There 
seems no other reason whatsoever for raking up 
the issue now — five full months after the article 
appeared in print! 

Did not die Board have enough time to po into 
the issue these past months during which it held 
three working committee meetings? Why should it 
have happened on the eve of an important tour of 
Australia? This start.of-season show of streniSth Is 
becoming habit-forming. Does the whip of discipline 
HAVE to be cracked before a ball is bowled? WRJ&T 
we go throu^ these convidsions — morale-shatter¬ 
ing In effect — before we get down to the real 
business of playing cricket? Is not Gavaskar — or 
for that matter any player — free tb eq?rest his 
point of view, when not bound by contract to keep 
Bis sHence as on a tour or during a series? 

It is no secret that certain big-wigs are most 
diq^easod Indeed at the barbs Gavaskar has shot 
at them in his book 'Sunny Days’. Add to this the 
fact that Gavaskar is an active force in the newly- 
formed Cricketers Association of India, the activi¬ 
ties of which are being viewed by some of the 
Board's poM-bahs as a form of trade unionism and 
the pieces fall into place. We are, therefore, forced 
to conclude that duve is much, much more than 
meeu the eye in the charges levelled against Gavas¬ 
kar and that diis is a case of certain elements 
wanting to get even with the 'little matter*. 

We fear the worst. The Board, it appears at 
the time of writing, may demand an apology from 


Gai;a^r. .And from die looks of it. the Bombay 
skipper Will not oblige. Witness Gavaskar’s batting 
in die Duieep tie against Central Zone at Afameda- 
bad. His dogged century was carved out with a 
vengeance and had all the marks of cocking a 
snook at the selectors. That knock bOre the tag — 
‘Dare you drop me?’ 

It is indeed most unfortunate that matters have 
come to such a bead. The more so after Board 
Secretary Ghulam Ahmed’s reassuring statement 
which seemed to indicate that the storm clouds 
would roll by. Now the two sides appear to be on a 
collision course. 

It it felt in Bombay circlet that the fact of 
Board vice-president Satish Malhotra of Indore be¬ 
ing on the panel of imiuiry bodes ill for Gavaskar. 
They assert, perhaps unfairly, that Indore has a 
score to settle with Gavaskar over the letter’s re¬ 
marks (re: playing conditions) after the MCC- 
National Champions match at Indore last season. 
We are confident that Malhotra will conduct hfan- 
setf like the gentleman that be is and that tiie other 
worthy members — both men of undoubted inte¬ 
grity ~ Chinnaswamy and Bfaairav Mohanty will 
act in the best interests of Indian cricket. Knowing 
Gavaskar, the demand for an apolon from him 
could in effect mean doing without 1^ services on 
the tour of Australia -- and tiiat would be a 
crippling blow indeed. 

There is one more factor the Board will have 
to consider in dealing with Gavaskar’s case: tiie 
players’ unity. The non-signing of the prelimhiarv 
contract which ' lays down strict rules regarding 
drinking, late nightt etc. is a case in point -The 
Board will have to ponder over this — a pruldish 
Victorian school-masterly approach wQl just not do. 
Discipline, we repeat, is essential but a shift in 
attitude is called for. It’s a sign of the times — of 
changing mores among sportsmen the world over 
and tiie Indian players are no exception. 

And talking of the Board’s actions, the decision 
to accept the ICC’s recommendations on the new 
over-rate is meaningless as far as Indian conditions 
are concerned. Here we are doing — or should be 
doing — all we can to unearth fast bowlers and yet 
we go ahead and thoughtlessly implement a rule 
wfaicn in effect puts pace bowling at a great dis¬ 
count It is all very well for some nations to shorten 
bowlers run-ups and hasten the pace of tiie game 
in their new set-up of limited-over cricket to save 
the game from dying out. But do WE have to 
frustrate our hunt for a genuine fast bowler? Aren't 
these recommendations optional? Why this mad 
rush to implement them? 

Besides, the recommendations have some in¬ 
herent flaws. To illustrate, the penalty of 72 runs 
imposed on West Zone during uie Duieep Trophy 
semi-final is ridiculous. And as the season progresses, 
we shall have more such absurd decisions. A side 
which wins a match on the score-board can con¬ 
ceivably be declared the loser because of this harsh 
penalty, a gambit which, for our country, is illogical 
to the extent of being asinine. 

In this and I'affaires Bedi and Gavaskar the 
cricket bosses have mimh food for thought. We 
await the outcome of the confabulations at Ban¬ 
galore with bated breath. Will the Board members 
act in the best interests of the country, the game 
and the pliwers? It’s an awesome responsibility So 
help them God. 
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The IFA Shield 




Bagan romp home 



jUiyun Thapa raises his arms in salute after scorinjt the 
final’s only goal 


E ast Bengal coach a mat 
Dutta had said at the start of 
the season that his team had speed 
and thrust and these were enough 
to pulverise any team in Calcutta. 
After East Bengal had beaten 
Mobun Bagan in the Senior Oivi* 
sion League he reiterated the point 
and also made snide remarks about 
journalists, insinuating that they 
were on the payroll of Mohun 
Bagan and were asked to write that 
the latter were favourites for the 
league title. 

Dutta's knowledge of football, 
his coaching plans and his team 
were smothered beyond recogni¬ 
tion at the Eden Gardens on Sep¬ 
tember 28 when Mohun Bagan won 
the IFA Shield, beating their eter¬ 
nal rivals by 1-0, in the final. 

The score-card does not indicate 
the extent of Mohun Bagan’s do¬ 
minance. The maroon-and-gold 
shirted players were all over the 
East Bengal area and, barring the 
first seven minutes and a few 
sporadic and totally ineffective 
moves in the first half, had to con¬ 
tend bnly with a stoic defence. 

East Bengal were lucky that 
three of their deep defenders, 
Manoranjan Bhattacharjee, captain 
Shyamal Ghosh and Shyamal 
Bannerjee played the game of their 
lives. Otherwise, the margin of vic¬ 
tory would have been very much 
higher. 

In fact, if Shyam Thapa and 


by ARIJIT SEN 


Pics : NIKHIL 


Mohammed Akbar had seised their 
chances, Mohun Bagan could have 
toted up an impressive tally. Frtnn 
the way Mohammed Habib romj^ 
about the field, it appeared mat 
he had specific instructions to act 
the role of spoiler. 

He concentrated on East Bengal 
linkman Samaresh Choudhry> 
charging him roughly from the 
very beginning. This upset the en¬ 
tire East Betmal team and they 
just Gpuid not function as an unit. 

The odier medio, Prasanta Ban- 
nerjee, was a cypher throughout, 
while the forwards presented a 
pathetic sight. Ulaganatban and 
Surajit Sengupta, the two wing- 
forwards reputed to be the best in 
the country, did not do anything 
of note in the entire match, except 
for two occasions when Ulagana- 
than cut through but could not 
finish and Sengupta let fly a 
banana kick that the goalkeeper 
held. 

Mohun Bagan, on the other 
hand, were far more assured, after 
the first few minutes of uncer¬ 
tainty, occasioned by their earlier 
failure and a bad attack of ner¬ 
ves. Although the first session was 
full of mistakes — there was not 
one correct pass made in 4S minu¬ 
tes — and also roug^, it was clear 
that Mohun Bagan had a clear 
edge. 

In the second session, they were 
on the attack throughout. Several 
chances were created and muffed, 
with the linkmen Gautam Sarkar 
and Prasun Bannerjee directing 
the attack very well. 

In file defence, captain Subrata 
Bhattacharjee redeemed himself 
with a superb display of calm, 



East Bengal's Bhaskar 
kicked for it . 


Ganguly foils Habib . . . And gilt 
. . Habib got awgy with H 
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tcU-BMUTMl faott^l. He wu jieetr 
bMten in (lie eir end elway* 
covered tbe other defendera. 


Both BUip Pelit end Sudhir Kar- 
makar were sound, though Pradip 
Choudhury seemed to have an off 
day. Goauceeper Shivaji Banerjee 
did not have to do anything 
extraordinary. 

The attack lacked sting despite 
Bideah Bote’s speedy forays — 
until an off-colour Manas Bhatta- 
cfaarjee was replaced by Akbar. 
Then both Shyam Tbapa and Habib 
played with renewed vigour and it 
was not long before Akbar initiated 
a move wiui a pass to Habib on 
his left. 

The latter sent the ball square 
into the box where an incredible 
body swerve by Thapa left three 
East Bengal defendera standing 
and goalkeeper Bhaskar Ganguly 
in two minds. 

Bhaskar, adio played extremely 
well throughout, could not reach 
the left.footer aimed at die fer 
right-hand owner of his goal. After 
the goal, Mohun Bagan could have 
added at least two more in quick 
succession, but chances were 
muffed. 

However, it was a comfortable 
victory and marked the culmina* 
tion of a season in which Mohun 
Bagan had played consistently well 
except for that league encounter 
with East Bengal. Even there. 
Mohun Bagan had enough scope to 
win, 


In the I FA Shield, Mohun Bagan 
began by humiliating Federation 
Cup winners ITI, Bangalore. They 
were complete masters and won 
S-1, after missing an equal number 
of chances. That was in the quarter¬ 
final. 

The next round saw them face 
Arnn, a team which,had conceded 
only three goals in the 22-match 
league. It had the mortification of 
letting in four against Mohun 
Bagan in the knock-out tournament. 

Mohun Bagan had a morale¬ 
boosting match against New York’s 
Cosmos Club just four days before 
their Shield anal. Mohun Bagan 
^ould have won comfortably, ac¬ 
cording to Pele, by 4-11 

But, to get back to the IFA 
Shield. This tournament has gone 
from bad to worse. Once the Blue 
Rlbuid of Indian football, it has 
now been reduced to an essentially 
minor local competition. Barring 
m, no team of all-India repute 
considered it important enough. 

If their trend continues, there 
might come a time when even 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal may 
not compete I 

Before that happens, the IFA 
should take stock of the situation 
and revamp the entire system. The 
best thing to do would be to change 
die tipiing and shift the competi¬ 
tion to January-February. 



Gauiam Sarkar gels ready to shoot as Prasanta Banner^e 
, rushes in to tackle him 



Top; Akbar hemme'd in by S a m a r e $ h Choudhary and 
Prasanta Bannerjee. Bclou; Samarcsh Choudhary rides a 
tackle by Biplab Mazumdar (BNR) in the semi-final 
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The Duieep Trophy 


I ' ■ . ' 

East wilt under pressure 



Cenlral Zone wicketkeeper Vijay Chopra gives a ‘life’ to East Zone’s Anil Bhardwaj. 

Sharma’s the unlucky bowler 


E ast and Central are the two leadership of.Hanu^nt Singh have by young Raju Mukberjee and a 
weak cricketing zones, but the Duieep Trophy. They bag- strokeful 40 by skipper Antbar 

within themselves they are of equal B®** the Deodhar Trophy beating Roy, who led the team in the ab- 

strenath in different deoartments South Zone in the final last season sence of an ailing Ramesh Saxena. 

of the game. Norn^ly a match be- Calcutta. East Zone did not deserve more 

twden these two teams of equal This year’s Centre-East tie '-t {***“ runs in the first innings, 

potential should be interesting Jaipur lasted only two and a half . » 

g rovided the conditions are ideal, days. Two left arm spinners, a * fiolding lapses. 

ut their Duieep Trophy quarter- youngster Hans and a veteran East, at one time 176 for 2, col- 

final met a premature end as East Hydar Ali ran through East Zone’s lapsed for 220 just before close on 

Zone wilted under pressure to give second innings to skittle them for the first day. Hans and Hydar All 

Central Zone a well deserved ten a paltry 72. The Sawai Mansingh each captured four wickets as 

wicket victory on a treacherous Stadium may not have been ideal East failed to make good use of 

Sawai Mansingh Stadium wicket. for a first class match, but it was an easy wicket. 

Cricket may not be flourishing indifferent batting more than any- Central started badly but re¬ 
in the Central Zone, but with **®® *? innings covered through a grand fourtii 

limited talent this team has always which caused Easts rout. wicket partnership of 141 runs be- 

thrown challenges to stronger East hqd made 220 in their first tween skipper Parthasarathy 

rivals and at one time under the knock, thanks to an enterprising 74 Sharma (74) and a fine 98 by 



Vijay Chopra falls Ibw to Barun Burm'an •— Pies: Kamal JuHui 
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Pitch not fit 
for play 

P LAYING conditions during the 
Eut'Central guuirter-final were 
not fit for cricket In fact the 
multi-purpose mound of the Sawat 
Mansingh Stadium with its cinder 
track in the outer field has never 
appealed to a cricketer 

But the Rajasthan Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation was keen to host a big 
match In Jaipur on the occasion 
of the 250th anniversary of the 
pink city Tb-ey requested the 
Cricket Board to allot them the 
Irani Trophy fixture which the 
Board refused, and as a considera¬ 
tion they offered them the Dulecp 
Trophy 

Meanwhile the news that Rohan 
Kanhai's team would be touring 
die country, and the likelihood of 
a postponement of the Duleep Tro¬ 
phy fixtures affected the host’s 
preparations Added to this record 
rains which sunk the century old 
mark experienced by Jaipur left 
die under belly of the wicket moist 
and soft The organisers summoned 
Sitaram from Delhi, who tended it 
in a record five days But still the 
conditions did not measure up to 
the standards of a first class 
fixture 

— P B 


Abdul Hdi Hai displayed variety 
of strokes which he executed 
freely 

Both Hai and Sharma are bats 
men of diifeitog technique and 
temperament, Sharma being a mas 
ter of oftside strokes and Hai a 
flee strokei 

Sharma’s innings came to an 
abrupt end following a light heart 
ed Barun Burman appeal for leg 
before which was upheld Hai on 
the other hand went on sweeping 
and pushing with equal confidence 
after surviving two lives Lack ot 
concentration deprived him of a 
century when he spooned a Dilip 
Ooshi’s armer into the hands ot an 
agile Raju Mukherjee His 98 in 
eluded a six and 14 fours Doshi 
did trouble Hai and Sharma but 
their caution against his armer 
helped them to settle down quickly 
and later they batted unhesitantly 

Rajindet Singh Hank must have 
impressed the three selectors M 
L Jaisimha, Vijay Mefara and 
Kishan Rungta with his flight and 
variation Hans, who recently at¬ 
tended the Madras training camp, 
has an unusual action He raises his 
arm up, and after a brisk trot 
gives the ball lots of air and varia¬ 
tion Hans had match figures of 9 
for 90 and he was ably assisted by 
Hydar All who had match figures 
of 8 for 72 


PRAKASH BHANDARI 



SPORTSWEEK, October 9. 1977 


9 






tuTM roun fMvoumi 


‘rsHiF 

COOKING RANGE! 

You know that'K'CHtF isthoonlv cooking rang* with 
■n InfiaJtod grill Cr gtaas owan door to look 'n* cook 

'K' CHEF can grill or toast cook (four burners) 
and bake simultaneously Qccupies le&s than 
60 cms X 60 cms of space (four sq ft area) 

'K CHEF gas cooking range 
IS manufactured aftar years of research by 
Bombay Foods Pvi Ltd Bombay 400 001 

IN CASi YOU DO NOT WANT THt YINIgA 

we oeeen anothba fAee Gift 

And if you win! you can buy on oaky inataliiwnis through 
a bank t B% down payment and tha balance in 12 24 
aqual inatalmanis 


OFFtR VAUD UPTO 3tST OCTOBiR 71. 

To know man about tha traa gtltploaaa contact 

THE NATURAL GAS COMPANY PVT. LTD. 

63/67 Laxmi Inauranea Building Sn P M Road 
Bofflbsy-400001 □ Phono 2»436. 

Mshit Chamfaari, Bahind Opara Houaa 13. Mathaw Read 
•ombay-400004 a Phono 363322 

2. Moladmi Road Puna.411 001,0 Phono 23164 


to 


Unsportingly 


yours, 

SHAPAD KOTNIS 


I N THE last two or three years, the Cricket Con- 
trot Board’s eligibility and transfer rules for die 
National championdiin for the Ranji Trophy and 
the Duleep Trophy haye been openly flouted by 
some players with the apparent connivance of the 
Board's officials. 

A recent case in point is that of Dilip Doshi, 
the Bengal left-arm spinner, who had a stint widi 
Nottinghamshire in the English county champion' 
ship this season. Though born in Saurashtra, Doshi 
has been regularly playing since his college days 
for Bengal on residential qualification. 

In August this year, he decided to play for 
Saurashtra on birth qualification — which was in 
order. He returned from England and joined the 
training camp at Madras on September 16. 

But on finding his name among the reserves 
tor the West Zone team for the Duleep Trophy, 
announced on September 19, he switched back to 
Bengal and East Zone once again. What startles one 
IS that Doshi managed the transfer in a day and 
made it in time for the match against Central Zone, 
starting at Jaipur on September 23. 

The point, therefore, arises, that having made a 
decision to play for Saurashtra, how could he 
switch back to ^ngai The Board’s rules for resi¬ 
dential transfer clearly state that transfers can be 
effected only if the player resides in that state 
from August 1 of the year of the championship. 

A bonafide transfer from one association to the 
other can also be effected if it is okayed by a 
special committee consisting of the president and 
senior vjce-president of the Board and that too only 
if they are satisfied with the bonafides of the case. 

Was Doshi's case a bonafide one, permitted by 
circumstances? Or was it allowed merely to help a 
player get into the limelight of the Duleep Trophy 
matches, when be could not find a place in one 
/ones team? Will the Board explain? 

> Another case is that of Rajinder Singh Hans, 
another left-arm spinner. Doubts had been expressed 
about his eligibility to play for Uttar Pradesh last 
year for he was born in Delhi and worked for a 
Kanpur-based Arm in Bombay. 

This yeai, he was in the list of probables for 
Delhi, but not finding his name in the North Zone 
team for the Duleep Trophy, went back to the 
Central Zone team and played in the quarter-final. 

And on what qualification does Yajurvindra 
Singh play for Maharashtra? He was born in Sau- 
rashtra and works in Bombay. Has he been given a 
special registration for Maharashtra by the Board? 
We would like to ask the Board on what grounds? 

Abdul Hai, was born in Hyderabad, and has been 
working in Bombay from August this year. How 
could he represent Central Zone? 

And finally, the Cricket Board and, particularly 
its treasurer M. A. Chidambaram, is apparently eut 
to crush the Cricketers’ Association of India. ‘Mac, 
It seems, has been dissuading players, partteular^ 
from the south, from joining the CAL This is 
strange for Chidambaram is president of the Joc¬ 
keys’ Association of India (JAl) and was an ardent 
supporter of the jockeys in their showdown with 
the Bangalore Turf Club in July this year. Come 
now Mac. why this double sMndard between joc¬ 
keys and cricketers 1 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Captaincy 

A SSUMING the.tvam winning the 
toss has a very strong bowling 
side and must win (a draw being no 
use) to keep them in the fight, the 
Captain may well take the risk and 
give his opponents first knock to 
obviate any danger of having runs 
to spare at the end. 

Here is an example oi how cir¬ 
cumstances (an work out. Team A 
wins the toss and bats, making 300. 
Team B makes 200. Team A Irats a 
second time and the captain de¬ 
clares at 200 for five, leaving % 300 
to gel At stumps on the last day 
team B is 140 for nine. Match 
drawn. In that case 160 runs are 
available to cover the last wicket 
and time has saved the side- 

If team B batted first and made 
200 and say ISO (all out) second 
innings, team A could well have 
won the match with two or three 
hours to spare. 

This sort of lung range calcula 
tions must sometimes be ronsidei 
ed by the captain before commit¬ 
ting himself to bat or not. A wrong 
decision then may involve the dan 
ger of a trickv declaration later on 

Credit is seldom given to the 
wise move which smoothes the 
later path 

This question of dei iding in ad 
vance Iiom a wicket will play is not 
an ea.sy one Aftei vears of experi¬ 
ence one can easily be trapped, and 
I am suie that es'en some grounds¬ 
men don’t know what will happen 
befoie the first ball is bowled. One 
has to ronsidei the nature and 
baldness of the soil, the quantity 
and type of grass, the amount of 
moi.stuie in the pitch, the atmo.s- 
phete (wliethei the dav is hot and 
dry 01 dull and humid) and so on 
And iiatute has a nasty habit of 
altering hei mind about what she 
will do aftei the captain make > 
his decision 

The Cl itics always adjudicate 
after they see what did happen hut 
the unfortunate captain is given 
no such licenct He is so often 
judged by the lesult, not the wis 
dom of a decision. 

Quite recently a young taplain 
having his fii st season in that capa 
city won the toss and sent his oppo 
nents in to bat. The results wen 
not what he had expected and hr 
was rather severely criticised Na 
turally he was somewhat perturbed 
but I reminded him that histoiv 
so often records its verdict accord¬ 
ing to the result of an action and 
not according to whether it was 
correct by all the known factors 

Happy is the man who can leai n 
this lesson at a tender age in an 
unimportant game 


_ Remember the unfortunate Kng- 
lish captain who sent Australia in 
to bat at Leeds after be won the 
toss Bardsley was caught first ball 
Macartney gave a slips catch off 
the fifth but it was dropped, and 
he proceeded to make a century 
before lunch. The skipper was in 
trouble. 

But what if that slip catch had 
been held? He might have been a 
hero You see it wasn't his decision 
that mattered, it was the result. 

A captain is often faced with the 
question of when to take a new 
ball At 5 30, his fast bowlers tired 
and two men well set, he may pre¬ 
fer to wait until tomorrow. Or 
should he? 


first and foremost a game to be 
won. 

Whilst captains should not have 
to bother themselves about the 
small routine things, they are 
nevertheless responsible. The rules 
for instance lay down a maximum 
of two minutes between batsmen. 
Some players seem to think this 
time must be taken, and I have 
often noticed the incoming bats¬ 
man standing at the entrance gate 
waiting until the dismissed player 
has left the arena before he enters 

This, of course, is unni essary 
and a captain should make ii clear 
to his team that he wishes each 
new batsman to take his place at 
the crease as soon as possible. The 


bx $IR QONALP BRADMAN 


The batting order, unless agreed 
by prior arrangement with the 
selectors, can often he much more 
important than i.s generally rea¬ 
lised. 1 am a great believer in hav¬ 
ing set positions for players. It is 
belter that the openers know their 
job and are accustomed to it, and 
that other players gel into the re¬ 
gular habit of going 4n No. 3, 4, 
eti 

Cii cumstances inevitably dictate 
.1 change now and again, but as a 
general rule I am in no doubt that 
the alteration of a regular batting 
order tends to be disturbing to the 
individual. In addition to the play 
ers personal habit it has the virtue 
of allowing the same feliows to bat 
logcthci more often and so gel 
accustomed to their methods of 
running between wirketv. It also 
enables the building up of a re¬ 
gular policy such as having an en 
terprising attacking player in a 
certain position, a left-hander at 
say No S, and so on 

Otteners must possess a sound 
defence but I think at least one of 
them should be capable of aggies 
sive batsmanship I am greatly in 
tavoui of No 3 being a stroke 
player To start on the defen.sive so 
early seldom pays dividends. It is 
the policy of a draw and cricket is 


sum of these small matters adds 
greatly to public entertainment. 

Circumstances may arise where¬ 
by a captain does the right 'hing 
by prolonging a match If the re¬ 
sult IS a foregone conclusion he 
mav do his team a major ‘ervice 
by reviing his regular bowlers and 
entrusting the dismissal of the 
opponents to less experienced men. 

When to close an innings some¬ 
times presents a tricky problem. 
Fine judgment must often be exer¬ 
cised. The risk of losing must be 
balanced against the possibility of 
a win — the time factor being all 
important Due appraisal must be 
made of the relative skills of the 
two teams. Whether a wicket will 
be easier or more difficult with the 
passage of time, e.g., a wet wicket 
under the influence of sun. 

1 am certain England lost one 
Test against Australia because the 
closure was delayed too long. Eng¬ 
land badly wanted runs and the 
skipper was reluctant to close. But 
the extra runs he gained in the 
last half-hour were as nothing 
alongside the wickets he might 
have taken on that sticky dog. As 
It was the pitch dried out over the 
week-end, we made a big score 
and won 

Fublishets. Rupa &■ Co 
(to be rontinued) 
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i^3€»id a gocxi wftii us. 
Start a gocKi day in Japan. 
Six flgiits a week. 



^ at iiMilit* l^aiax on otir snnooth overnight 
fHghta^ Vou^lt wi^ up in JaMn^ refreshed^ 

To fhaiai yen while tra sun mines. 

Air'>lndle t« ^e only idrline that takes you 
direet frcnn India to 0sake«twice a vw»ek»^ 
Monday md Ttinraday; 

And to Tokyo on Sunday, Wednesday* 
Friday and Saturday. 

All flkdvts via Smgkok and Hong Kong. 

0 
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Andrew Cowan 


Rallying to greater glory 



/^K-LIKE Andrew Cowan has 
streaks of Mohammad Ali in 
him. The Scot has tons of spunk 
and abundant confidence in hi.s 
ability that makes him as saucy as 
the nonpareil of fistiana. 

Cowan is as cool as cucumber 
and as early in the rally at Madras 
he did not think even for a mo¬ 
ment or two when asked whom he 
fancied would emerge the victor. 
Pat came the reply: “I think 1 
should win again”. And, when he 
said it, he looked as though he 
had the top prize in his pocket. 

"The Australian sector is very 
long, very rough and my car is very 
strong, quick and very reliable. I 
think I’ll catch them. I’ll overtake 
them there”, said the Scottish rally 
ace. 

And Cowan has done it again. As 
in 1968, when he won the London- 
Sydney carathon (then sponsored 
by the Daily Express), the Scot 
snowed his mastery over the rough 
Australian terrain, by zooming 
ahead from the third place to vic¬ 
tory with which goes a cash award 
of 10,000 Australian dollars and 
assorted other prizes. 

In 1968, Cowan made it after be¬ 
ing fifth at the Bombay stage of 
the rally. On that occasion, he was 
behind the seasoned Paddy Hop- 
kirk of Ireland, who was in the 


fourth place, but beat him to the 
top honours. At that time, the le- 
connaissance run he had under¬ 
taken before the rally stood him in 
good stead. This time, Cowan is a 
lot more experienced, having won 
the Southern Cross rally, the big¬ 
gest event Down Under, ever since 
1972. 

At 38, Cowan remains a bache¬ 
lor, perhaps because he is wedded 
to rallying. He has a flourishing 
beef and barely farm, but his mind 
is not in it. While his father looks 
after the farm, he takes part in 
rallies almost year in and year out. 
Though rallying “is only a hobby” 
for him, Cowan mu.st have spent 
quite a fortune in taking part In 
it for some 16 years now. 

The itch for driving struck Co¬ 
wan early. He was a ten-year-old 
boy when he got onto a tractor in 
the farm and drove the monster 
over the rugged field From the 
tractor to a car and from the field 
to the road. He really let his Sun¬ 
beam Rapier rip. 

Hardly had he finished school 
when he started taking part in 
competitions. He took part in cir¬ 
cuit racing in England and did well 
in some ordinary races for sports 
cars. Since he felt rallying would 
be more enjoyable, he gave up 
racing. 


It was in 1962 that Cowan's com¬ 
petitive rallying career began. He 
drove for Chrysler in the Monte 
Carlo meet. The year 1963 gave 
him his first rallying success; with 
a Hillman Imp, he topped in his 
class in the Scottish meet. 

Since then he has scored many 
victories; the French Alpine Rally, 
the Tulip (Holland) Rally and the 
British Rally are some of them, be¬ 
sides the London-Sydney carathon. 
Though be achieved his success in 
the Singapore Airlines Raliy 
through a Mercedes Benz 280 E, 
most of his major victories have 
been in a Mitzubishi Colt. 

Rallying to him. as to any other 
leading light in the line, has nor 
always been devoid of mishaps. 
The worst of them came during the 
1971 London-Mexico City car rally 
His car went over a cliff in Argen 
tina and crashed 30 metres down 

He was pulled out of the wreck 
with a broken neck which confined 
him to bed for long. The mishap 
did not rattle him. It did not snufi 
out the spirit of adventure in him 
It only made it more fe< vent. 

Cowan’s thirst foi rally honours 
is unquenchable. After the Singa¬ 
pore Airlines Rally, he intends ta 
kinif part in the rally at Abid Jan 
(Ivory Coast) in Uecomber in a 
Mit'/ubishi Colt 
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Tennis 


The last hurdle for Vilas 



Guillermo Vilat . . . mutt beat Borg to claim the top spot 


^RINDING Jimmy Connors intu 
the dusty, gray clay of Forest 
Hills, Guillermo Vilas answered 
most of the questions that have 
been posed about his ability by 
winning the US Open, 2-6, 6-3, 7-6, 
6 - 0 . 

Proving that his triumph in the 
French Championships was a valid 
estimate of his talent, Vilas came 
through a stronger field at Forest 
Hills with the same resolute de¬ 
termination and overwhelming 
dominance. 

In each event he lost only one 
set, and when one adds his appea¬ 
rance in the Australian Open final 
on grass plus his position as cleat 
leader in the Colgate Giand Prix, 
it is tough to argue with his own 
evaluation that he is now the num 
ber one player in the world. 

The only quetition mark left 
hangs around the name of Bjorn 
Borg. The Wimbledon champion 
has usually dominated Vilas in the 

? )aat, but it was not Guillermo's 
suit that the Swede was forced to 
default during his match against 
Sick Stockton because of his 
shoulder injury before the pair 
had a chance to square off in the 
semi-finals Bjorn, however, is still 
a player Vilas must beat before 
the slate is clean 
Certainly no piaise can be too 
high for the way in which Vilas 
brought down the curtain on 5S 
years of championship play at the 
West Side Tennis Club 
His victory over Connors will 
rate as one of the great finals, par 
tially for the quality of tennis pro¬ 
duct over three hours and fifteen 
minutes by two power hitters and 
partially for the way in which Vilas 
weathered the reigning champion's 
opening onslaught and then battled 
back stroke by stroke, mixing the 
unbeatable recipe of strength, in¬ 
telligence and determination to 
produce a winning formula 
Most knowledgeable observers 
were picking Connors as the play¬ 
ers walked on court amid a swirl 
ing win that, people said, would 
disrupt Vilas’ game more than 
Jimmy’s. And, for the first half 
hour. It seemed they were right. 

Although Vilas held his opening 
serve to love, Connors’ flat-hit 
power drives soon had him back 
on his heels, and when he started 
to lose control of his g i o u n d 
strokes while dropping serve fot 
the second time to go 2-5 down, he 
seemed in deep tiouble 
With Connors pounding away 
fm'ociously, Vilas continued to 


struggle at the start of the second 
set He was love-30 down on serve 
III the first game and love-40 down 
in the third. 

"At that stage Connors was hit¬ 
ting rockets and I was mishitting 
a lot,” Vilas said afterwards 

But, the Argentine weathered the 
stoim and when he served out to 
love with an ace to lead 3-2, a tiny 
seed of confidence had down sown 
The sun had disappeaied over the 
rim of the huge bowl of the sta¬ 
dium court, casting chill shadows 
across arena, long before that seed 
bore fruit But at courtside, Ion 
1 11 I a c was there to water it 
thiough the testing times to come, 
spittiiii; out curt woids of advice 
in Italian. Vilas paid them good 
heed 

Bv the time Guillermo clenched 
his first major breakthrough by 
taking Connors’ serve to lead 5-3 
in the second, the American was 
being subjected to the kind of pres¬ 
sure on his forehand that be must, 
by now, expect but which he seems 
incapable of countering Switching 
from top spin to sliced backhands, 
Vilas began to take the pace and 
the depth off the ball as he undei 
cut It to Connors' forehand side 
As surely as night follows the day. 
the errors began to flow. 

It was, in fact, an overhit fore¬ 
hand service return that gave Vilas 
the set. thus evening up a match 


that had suddenly taken on a cum 
pletely new complexion. 

Even though Connors forced his 
way into the net to break the 
Argentine’s serve with powerful 
volleys in the second game of the 
third set, the champion knew he 
had allowed his opponent to get a 
foot in the door, and from that 
point on, the battle would be a 
good deal tougher. 

A lucky net cord — the first to 
go Guillermo’s way — set him up 
for the break back at 2-4 and a 
flashing forehand pass completed 
the job. Four games later Vilas 
broke again, served for the set at 
6-5; double-faulted on the first 
point and blew it — dropping his 
serve to love. 

And so the tiebreaker became 
crucial Connors netted a forehand 
to lose the first vital point. Vilas, 
getting depth and accuracy on his 
service returns, surged on majesti¬ 
cally to win it by seven points to 
foui. 

Suddenly Vilas looked like the 
man who had won 45 straight mat¬ 
ches on clay. As strong as any bull 
bred on the Argentine pampas, he 
battered Connors with an increa¬ 
singly dominant serve and cut him 
to ribbons with a series of superb 
crosscourt passing shots off the 
backhand as the American tried to 
attack the net. 

The effort be had expended m 
continued on p 17 
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No mistake. 

It’s the Camaby Man all right. 
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A soft, incomparably smooth 
finish ( aicfiillv selected blends 
The twin ingiedicnts of wearing 
comfort Bmny combines them 
with rare finesse in one great 
looking suiting ('arnaby 


The Carnaby C>ollection- 
for men who demand comfort 
as much as style 
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Forest Hills report 

dealing with those high top spin 
balls during long tallies early in 
the match was now beginning to 
lake iu toli and Connors was hit¬ 
ting his returns with noticeably 
less power and authority at the 
start of the fourth set. 

Vilas secured an early break for 
a Z-0 lead, and Connors began to 
look very much like the player 
Dick Stockton had pummeled into 
submission in the final of the US 
Indoor in Philadelphia. He was a 
spent force. 

After a moment’s hesitation to 
vetify a linesman’s call that had 
been drowned by the noise of the 
packed 12,600 crowd, Vilas ran out 
the set 6-0, was instantly engulfed 
and then chaired around the court 
by a group of delirious Argentine 
supporters. 

During his headlong rush to the 


from p 1.1 

final, only the tenacious Harold 
Solomon had given him pause, for¬ 
cing him into a second set tie¬ 
breaker in the middle of a straight- 
set victory. Solomon himself had 
justified his two-week rest in pre¬ 
paration for the Ojien by outplay¬ 
ing the much fancied Vilas Geruiai- 
tis, 7-6, 6-3, in the fourth round 
and beating Stockton, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2, 
in the quarters 

In the bottom half of the draw, 
Connors’ progress had been equally 
impiessive He played superbly to 
destroy Manuel Orantes—and then 
finally quelled Corrado Bararzutti’s 
hghting spirit, 7 1, 6-3, 7 5, in the 
semi-finals. 

Barazzutti, unseeded and un¬ 
heralded in Ameiica but much res 
peeled in Euiope, emerged as the 
surprise of the tournament by 
teaching the semis with a brilliant 


6-2, 6-1, 6-2 defeat of third-seeded 
Brian Gottfried. Employing a stra- 
te^ that was built entirely on pin¬ 
point accuracy, Barazzutti stroked 
his way past Gottfried, forcing the 
American to stretch and lunge for 
passing shots that carried no great 
power; merely chessboard 
placement. 

Australian Wendy Turnbull crea¬ 
ted most of the excitement in the 
Women’s event by eliminating 
Rosie Casals. Virginia Wade and 
Martina Navratilova before potting 
up a brave but vain fi^t against 
Chris Evert in the Bnal. 

And so the curtain comes down 
on the West Side Tennis Club at 
Forest Hills. It was not, perhaps, 
a vintage Open. Too few matches 
created the see-saw battles that 
seemed to occur at every turn dur¬ 
ing Wimbledon this year. But the 
final raised the level of tennis to 
the peaks of drama and expertise 
expected of a mmor championship 
and. in the end, Guillermo Vilas, a 
poet from Mardel Plata, had writ¬ 
ten some final verses that will not 
leadily be forgotten. 

Bob Hewitt and Frew McMillan, 
the number one seeded team, le- 
affirmed their position as the num¬ 
ber one team in the world by 
carrying off the US Open title with 
a brilliant display of sophisticated 
doubles technique 6-4, 6-0 victo^ 
over the second-seeded partnership 
of Brian Gottfried and Raul 
Ramirez. 

Back in January, Hewitt said his 
main goal for the year was to win 
the Forest Hills doubles with 
Frew. “It’s the only big title we’ve 
never won,’’ he said, and when the 
two began their charge for the 
title they looked unstoppable. 

Butch Walts and Hank Pfistei 
gave them tneir first test in the 
third round, but after being exten¬ 
ded to a third set, the veteran 
pair squeezed out a victory After 
disposing of Paul Kronk and Cliff 
Letcher in tne quarters, Hewitt 
and McMillan were again pushed 
to the biiuk. Bob Carmichael and 
Brian Teacher, who mined forces 
to reach the Wimbledon semis, 
battled them hard before falling 

It was an exceptional toutna- 
ment foi Cai michael and Teachei 
as they upset Dick Stockton and 
Wojtek Fibak in the '-eiond round 
and eliminated Stan Smith and 
Lutz in the quarters 

Meanwhile, Kaniiro/ and Goti 
fried moved thiaugh the dtaw’*. 
lower half with no trouble 

They bree/ed into the final with 
a 6-4, 6-1 win over Syd Ball and 
Kim Warwick, the Austiahan pair 
who had eliminated the defending 
champs Martj Ries^tn and Tom 
Okker, in the quaitcis 

RICHARD FVANS 

Courtesy: International 
Tennis Weekly 
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exciting fragrance of man. 
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hunting days will be over— 
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watch it. 
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Badminton 


Maharashtra supreme in west 


M aharashtra emerged su 

preme in the three-day West 
Zone Inter-State Badminton Cham 
pionehips held in Ahmedabad re 
cently It was two-team show — 
Maharashtra vs Madhya Pradesh— 
after the finalists had worked their 
way past the ‘rabbits' — Gujarat 
and Goa 

In the Shaft Qureshi Cup for 
girls and the Narang Cup for boys, 
Maharashtra overwhelmed MP i4> 
They were poised for an identical 
margin in the Chadha Cup for wo 
men when MP conceded the dou 
bles tie 

But the M^arashtra romp came 
to an end in the Rahiratoola Cup 
for men MP fought tooth and nail 
and left-handed Raman Gupta be 
came the rage when he flattened 
Asif Parpia and with Partho Gan 
gull went on to win the doubles 
tie Maharashtra huffed and puffed 
for their 3 2 win 

Maharashtra are woefully short 
of talent in the men’s group The 
writing on the wall was clear For 
Parpia. Anil Pradhan and Sundtr 


Shetty aie all well past then 
prime And to think of it that Par 
pia was called in to lead the side 
from semi retirement He had not 
participated this season in a single 
tournament 

Big built Parpia was handicapped 
when It came to mobility His two 
main weapons were the forehand 
slice that saw the shuttle drop just 
skimming the net and the back 
hand swish from close to the net 
which picked the shuttle inches 
from the floor and sent it near 
parallel diagonally 

But the international met a foe 
ID Raman Gupta, who was young 
and energetic and a left hander 
Gupta gathered the bird from all 
over the court He showed he had 
plenty in leserve to counter the 
wiistv deceptive play of Parpia 

Pradeep Gandhe provided the 
face saving peiformance when he 
blushed aside Partho Ganguli m 
straight sets The two have similai 
strategy Both play a power-packed 
game and use the drop to outwit 


each other. Both showed tremen¬ 
dous retrieving power — Ganguli 
in the firat and Gandhe in the sec¬ 
ond It IS difficult to decide who 
IS the better This season they have 
met twice and the semre is 1-1 If 
Partho lost it was mainly because 
he erred at crucial moments 


Gandhe was out of breadi after 
the singles And despite a breather 
he got when Pradhan clipped Anil 
Chougle he found it difficult when 
came on the floor for the doublet. 
He committed a number of errors 
and was never his usual self as they 
went down in the doubles Anyway 
the Parpia Gandhe tandem was 
makeshift arrangement playing for 
the farst time 


A panting Gandhe later was cri¬ 
tical about the Ahmedabad G^nn- 
khana Hall which had no ventila¬ 
tion and no exhaust fans The play- 
eis were out of breath quicker he 
said He was right there And 
that’s a pointer to the officials for 
the future 

— SW Correspondent 



Pradeep Gandhe . . face-saving perfor- 

mance fer Maharashtra 
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In d major. 

'0' as in Dinesh. 

1b blend the classic 
with the contemporary. 

Soft, subtle note^_ 
alternating with bold, 
reverberating tones. Checks. 
Perfect counterpoints to stripes. 

In fact, a fuH-scale 
orchestration with variations 
on the most original 
theme in the world. 

You. 


(jf f frJailKr ,'ind mills '>li<.>vui <>oms wili sliow v.»u r>ui w.irl i 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































dinesh 

WGtoHen and 
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VJ ERE are three problems from 
play for you to grapple with: 

ntOBLEM I: 


Sitting East in a team-of>four 
duplicate match, you find yourself 
defending 4 spades reached on this 
aeguence of bidding; 


N/S Vul. 

S W N E 

IS P 1 NT Dbl 

3S 4D 4 S P 

P Dbl. P P 

P 


Lead Heart knave. 

Q J 2 
Q 7 S 
6 S 4 
KQ42 


(N) 


X 

A 9 6 2 
(E) K Q 3 

A 10 9 8 7 


Dummy plays low to the opening 
lead. Plan the defence: 

PR<»LEM II: 

You are in the South seat de¬ 
fending against “6 hearts” in a 
mixed pairs: 

Bidding: S W N E 

INT 4H 4S Dbl. 
Pass 6HI Dbl. P 
P P 

West made it perfectly obvious 
that her ”6 Heart” bid was a slip 
of tongue. She meant to bid ”5 
hearts”, but you were in no mood 
for chivalry. 

This is your hand and the dum¬ 
my you see: 

Q J 9 7 

Q 5 

(E) 6 5 4 
A K 4 3 
(S) 


K 10 4 
K 4 3 
K Q J 
Q J 10 9 



L_by JIMMY MEHTA_J 

Your partner’s opening lead is 
the Ace of spades, ruffed by de¬ 
clarer with the nine of trumps. De¬ 
clarer plays the deuce of clubs to 
dummy’s Ace, partner playing the 
eight. 

Next comes the Queen of hearts 
from dummy. Take it from there. 

PROBLEM III; 

Find the opening lead! You are 
West, looking at: 

8 6 2 
A 8 7 
A 10 9 4 3 
K 2 

The bidding has been 

W N 1-: S 

ID P IH IS 

P 3S P 4S 

P P . P 

ANSWERS: 

PROBLEM I: 

If you think you hare four 
defensive tricks without a defensive 
ruff, you are an optimist. 

Partner is marked with D Ace 
which leaves declarer very little in 
the way of High Card Points, so he 
roust ^ highly distributional. 

Your best bet is that the Heart 
Knave is singleton. Partner’s dou¬ 
ble lends assurance to this 
probability. 

But which heart do you play 
back? Do you want a club return 
or the underlead of a diamond? A 
diamond is safer because partner 
is unlikely to double “four spades” 


How much do you know? 


with seven-card length in diamonds 
and would leave further action to 
you. If you are playing Weak-Jump 
Overcalls, this makes seven dia¬ 
monds with partner even more un¬ 
likely. The winning return is the 
heart Nine. 

Both Tibrewala and I, who held 
the East cards failed to find this 
defence, though our auctions were 
less revealing than the one given 
to the reader. 

At Tibrewala’s table the bidding 
was:— 


s 

W 

N E 

IS 

P 

INT Dbl. 

4S 

X 

P P 

P 

[ mine 

this was 

the bidding:' 

S 

W 

N E 

IS 

P 

INT Dbl. 

3S 

P 

4S P 

P 

P 



The only clue which Tibrewala 
had was his partner’s double of 4 
spades marking him with the Ace 
of diamonds and possibly another 
potential defensive winner. '*t vhat 
second winner was in trumps— 
most unlikely— the defence could 
afford to wait. If, however, partner 
had gambled on a heart ruff — 
time was of the essence. 

A very tough defence, I must 
confess. 

At my table I just did not have 
a clue .... which was just as well, 
because I doubt if I could have 
risen to the occasion. 

This was declarer’s hand as you 
have guessed: 

A K 10 X X X X 

K 10 8 X X 

X 

nil 

Both rooms made the contract 
with two over-tricks, luckily un- 
doubled by us. 

“Five diamonds” is an excellent 
save and can even make if West 
slips in defence. 

I think we’ll have to leave the 
answers to the other two problems 
for next week. 


by HOSEY MISTRY 


1. In golf, everytime you inten¬ 
tionally strike at the bail 
must you count a stroke, even 
though you ’fan’ it? 

2. Can a gymnast be assisted into 
a bang position on the hori¬ 
zontal bar and the rings? 

3. If it is not possible to place 
the badminton net posts on 
the side boundary lines, what 
should be done? 

4. In breast stroke swimming 
should the hands be pushed 
forward together from the 
breast? 


‘i Can a cricke*. pitch be watered 
during a match'’’ 

6. At the beginning of each 
hand, in squash, the server 
shall serve from which box? 

AN'iWF.R.S 

1. Yes 2. Yes. 3. A thin strip of 
material not less than 1 ] ins. 
(0.038 m.) in width fixed to the 
side boundary line and rising verti¬ 
cally to the net cord. 4. Yes. 5. 
tinder no circumstances. 6. He may 
serve from either box. 


Meanwhile here’s a hand to bid 
with your favourite partner Docs 
it make any difference whethet 
the game is I.M.Ps., rubbei bridge 
or match point pairs? 

South: A Q J 9 X X 

XXX 

Q X X 

A 


North: K x x 
A 

A K 10 9 X X 
XXX 

Until next week 
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Achievements in 


Soviet Science, Technel^y and 

460 •Mewrtary •! Um SfMl 
Ocftf iMialiH ■•valMtIaa 

Industry 


as modern as 
tomorrow 

Soviet Cine Equipment 
for Studios and Cinemas 

Paviiion, portable and special cine cameras, 

projectors, processing and 
stationary and portable studio equipment 



f/A 



V/0 MASHPRIBORINTORG 

121200 Moscow, telexes 7235 7236 

For further deta/h p/ejte contact 

THE TRADE REPRESENTATION 
OF U.S S 8 IN INDIA 

NtWDFlHI.’l Plot Ni t. h 7 BUu k SO t 
Nv i> M n I f h iKV «ii H 
BOMBAY 4(» Di O 0 » Mv Mi M iii| 

A IMl N i 

CALCUTTA ?a \ Bisf w) L«tuu R< al 
MADRAS '0 A St Mk Rc t < 
A w jrpt I 


inf- 4 tn,TlbJk«Mhn 


60 th Anniversary of the Great 
Octob^ Socialist Revolution 
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The Moscow Olympics 

Accent on economy, 


VN implementing the principle of 
peaceful co-existence the Soviet 
Union renders constant support to 
the social forces and movements 
which promote mutual understand¬ 
ing among nations and strengtheti 
world peace. ' 

It is precisely from this position 
that the Soviet government has al¬ 
ways viewed our country’s partici 
pation in the Olympic movement 
Now that we are the organisers of 
the Olympics we shall see to it 
that the Olympic Games in Moscow 
make a worthy contribution to the 
policy of detente and friendship 
among nations. 

The 24 th Congiess of the Com¬ 
munist Party of the Soviet Union 
held Mos^-ow adopted the Peare 
Programme which has become a 
dorumcnt of truly histoot. impoi- 
taiicc In furtherance of this pro¬ 
gramme which has already been 
implemented in many of its aspect 
the 25th Congress of the CPSU 
charted the ways of advancing the 
struggle for peace and internatio¬ 
nal co-operation. 

The very fact of holding the 
Olympii.s in Moscow is another 
lonviiicing proof that the Soviet 
Union in deed, and not just in 
woids, abides by the international 
commicments it has undertaken, 
including those assumed in 
Helsinki 

We aie fully in agreement with 
the conception of international co 
operation in sports which is set 
toith in the Final Act of the Con¬ 
ference fur security and coopera¬ 
tion in Europe. 

The Olympic Charter adopted by 
the International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee expresses the determination 
of the athletes of the world to 
foster an atmosphere of tiust and 
goodwill among nations toward.-, 
the creation of a better, peaceful 
world. The citizens of our country 
highly appreciate these noble aims. 

There is also another explana¬ 
tion why the Soviet people are un¬ 
animous in their support of the 
Moscow Olympic Games: sports 
and physical culture which have 
become part and parcel of the So¬ 
viet way of life enjoy very high 
popularity in the country. 

The Olympic ideas find success- 
• ful embodiment in the condition.s 
of our society. There is no popula¬ 
tion centre in the country without 
a stadium, sports grounds or sports 
halls for mass-scale physical cul¬ 
ture and sports. 

In this connection mention must 
be made of the “Ready for Work 
and the Defence of the USSR” 
physical culture complex (designa¬ 


ted GTO in Russian) whose classi¬ 
fication sta|i4grds have been esta¬ 
blished on dui strength of many 
years of sfitl|tific research and 
which are <wq|nded for all age 
groups witl|Mit exception. 

Millions jf. loviet people have 
won the Glv Radge but did not 
stop their eitltSaes for this com¬ 
plex, as Aleitti Leonov, the well- 
known Soviet oottnonaut who leads 
the countrywide movement of our 
people seeking to acquire the GTO 
ratings aptly put it “is a start 
without a finish”: the stage master¬ 
ed is followed by another for there 
is no limit to man’s physical 
perfection. 

A harmonious development of 
the physical .md sr«[*:,n) endow 
ments of alt members of s»>«-ietv 
IS a matter of special concern in 
our country. The physical culture 
movement which serves this pui- 
pose enjoys state support in oui 
country. 


by 1. Novikov, Chairman of the 
Organizing committee for the 
1980 Olympic games in Moscow 


L. I. Brezhnev, General Secre¬ 
tary of the CPSU Central Commit¬ 
tee. pointed out in this connection: 
“We want to see our youth not 
only well educated and spiritually 
advanced but also healthy, hardy 
and physically fit. We must con¬ 
tinue raising the international 
standards of our sports But the 
main thing is the mass eharactci 
of the sports movement, the deve 
iopment of physical culture invol¬ 
ving all of our youth . ” Another 
important objective pursued by the 
organisers of the Olympic Games 
in Moscow is to develop the mass 
physical culture movement into a 
truly nationwide movement. 

Needle.ss to say that we, the 
hosts of the Olympiad-80, sincerely 
wish every success to the 22nd 
Olympics. 

The Organising Committee has 
already reported the progress of 
its work to the 77th and 78th ses¬ 
sions of the IOC. Our reports have 
been approved. And now, just as 
previously, ws give considerable 
attention to the study of experience 
gained in the preparation and con¬ 
duct of the past Olympic Games. 

We continue to improve the 
structure of oui working apparatus 
and make every effort to step up 
the work of commissions and all 
organisations taking part in the 
preparations for the Olympiad-80. 
The Otganisifig Committee pro 


efficiency 

motes contacts with international 
sports federations and establishes 
business relations with foreign 
firms. 

The more complicated questions 
associated with the preparation of 
the coming Olympics are the con¬ 
struction and modernisation of the 
Olympic structures are to be built 
and modernised for the Olympics. 
The development of projects for 
Olympic structures is being car¬ 
ried on by a number of design 
organisations headed by the coun¬ 
try’s leading arcfaitecu. 

The construction of Olympic 
structures has been provided for in 
the tenth five-year plan for the 
economic of the Soviet Union and 
IS incorporated ir**r the master 
plan for the development of Mos¬ 
cow. Our main concern is to speed 
up the erection of these structures. 

1 1 is noteworthy that the prepa¬ 
ration and conduct of the Olympic 
Games will have a favourable effect 
un the further provision of Moscow 
and Tallin with amenities, on the 
development of their municipal 
economies and public services. Be¬ 
sides, the Olympic structures will 
add greatly to the sports Unities 
of these cities. 

We would like, and this is no 
secret, to conduct the Oljrmpic 
Games with a minimum of expen¬ 
diture and, obviously, to seek out 
additional sources of finance for 
its recoupment. In all its activities 
the Organising Committee “Olym- 
piad-80” lays special emphasis on 
prudent and efficient economy. We 
shall build and modernise all that 
is necessary for the successful con¬ 
duct of the Games. The facilities 
will be built to last, in conformity 
with world standards, with¬ 
out lavish and superfluous 
embellishments. 

We shall provide every oppor¬ 
tunity to the contestants and 
guests of the Olympiad to get ac¬ 
quainted with the Soviet way of 
life, with the advances gained by 
our people in the fields of science, 
technology, culture and art, in 
other words, with the world of ad¬ 
vanced living socialism. 

Our country will accord its tra¬ 
ditional hospitality to thousands of 
foreign guests. For the Soviet pi^ 
pie, for Our youth, this festival will 
be another meeting with young 
people of the planet, another 
opportunity to uphold their honour 
of athletes in a fair competition. 

Taking the baton from Montreal 
we say with an open heart: “The 
Soviet people are looking forward 
to the Olympic GamesI” 
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TT—juniors shine 


D elhi’s Sirength and depth 
among juniors, well established 
..1 the last nationals, was fully in 
evidence in the recently concluded 
Delhi Stale Table Tennis Tourna¬ 
ment. So much so that one of the 
contestants in the finals of the 
men’s and women’s sections were 
juniors, in fact in the men, Carfew 
Roy of Assam who took on the 
reigning Delhi State champion, 
Sii^ir Phadke, is a sub-junior 
In the women’s section Geeti 
Thadani, the national champion in 
the girls* section took part in the 
open section and met Rita fain of 
MP in the final. Both Carfew Roy 
and Geeti Thadani lost but they 
did not sunenuei without a fight 
Both the matches went to four 
games 

It was in a way a verv strange 
tournament. With top-seed Manfit 
Dua and fourth-seeded Manmeet 
(who was incidentally the top seed 
In the boys’ sestion) could not play 
in the tournament because of ill¬ 


ness. And with Pankaj Butalia fall¬ 
ing early, one half of the men's 
section was entirely comprised of 
juniors. Thus the semi-final line-up 
was Sudhir Phadke vs Santosh 
Kurup (it was a victual final) and 
Vinav Chopra vs Carfew Roy —■ 
both juniors. 

Earlier in the quarter-finals 
Umang Khetrapal who has impro¬ 
ved considerably this year fell in 
five games to Carfew Roy while 
Vinay Chopra had the measure of 
Hazarika in a three game affair. 

In the girls' section Monalisa 
Barua of Assam expectedly over¬ 
whelmed Madhavi Karmalkar in 
straight games while Gurinderjeet 
Kaur (one is sure to hear of this 
girl in the national scene) re¬ 
tained her *ub-juniot girls’ crown 
with a straight game win over 
Tina Sudan. Gurmderjeet also took 
part in the girls’ section but lost to 
Monalisa Barua in four games in 
the semi-finals. 

-- SW Correspondent 


FCI Head-Office (Delhi) team Bhatai (second from left) 

P. Singh, S. P- Singh and S. M. Puri receive the trophy from 
imp’s Pood Minister S. P. Sharma 

Delhi tops in FCI tourney 


rpHE seventh all-India Food Cor- 
* poration of India inter-zonal 
and open badminton championships 
were conducted in Indore rerently. 

The men’s team championships 
was retained by Head-Office 
(Delhi) who defeated North Zone 
in the finals by 3-0. However there 
was a big upset in the women's 
team championships. East Zone 
sprang a surprise when they over¬ 
came the strong challenge of West 
Zone, last year’s winners in the 
semi finals by 2-1 and thereafter 


beat South Zone in the finals by 
2-0 

The men’s open title was retain¬ 
ed by S P. Singh of Head-Office 
(Delhi) for the third year in suc¬ 
cession 

The women’s singles title was 
won by Mrs Indra Devi of South 
Zone The mixed-doubles title was 
won by H. Singh and Bimla Devi of 
East Zone. 

— J D. MEHTA 




SniRiir PhaAe . . . Delhi 
champ 

Maya triumphs 

I^AYA GANDHI. State No 1 
won the women’s singles title 
defeating Rajni Jain in the final 
of the Madhya Pradesh Open table 
tennis tournament organised by the 
Raipur division table tennis 
association. 

Narendra Kaushik won a men’s 
singles defeating H. P Oberia. In 
the girls’ singles Rajni Jain defeat¬ 
ed by Snigdha Mehta Anurag 
Agnihotri won in junior singles 
final defeating A. Das. Sudhir Vora 
won the sub-junior title. 

— GIRIJA SHANKAR 



Manjii Singh, BSF footballer, 
won the Chandigarh Sports Journa¬ 
lists Best Sportsman award. Trophy 
handed over by NIS badminton 
coach Pitambar Singh. Kanwal 
Thakur (badminton), Nisha Sharma 
(hockey) and Ved Raj (cricket) 
also won awards. 
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Zonal roond-up 


Sooth 


Women’s 

sports 

festival 


Ush* and Ranjani 
of the Hyderabad 
TT team recei> 
vine die itaicld 
from Mrs. Ashok 
Kuawr, wife of 
Eluru Revenue 
Officer 



Sajit Edwin 
— promising 


H yderabad annexed the team 
title with 36 points followed 
by Secunderabad (31 > points and 
Guntur (26) in The two das thud 
Andhra Pradesh Women s Spot is 
Festival organised by the Andhra 
Pradesh Sports Council in Fluiu 
S Vmatha Reddv a medtrn nf 
Hyderabad, bagged the indisidual 
championship with 20 points 
Vinatna set a new State lecotd in 
long jump (4 75 m ) and high jump 
(140 m) besides winning the 100 
metres and 110 metres hurdles 
Krishna district retained the 


basketball title with a narrow 3110 
wtn over Secunderabad tn a keenly 
fought final Star studded Hydera 
bad emerged winners in table ten 
nis by beating Secunderabad in the 
finals Secunderabad won the hoc¬ 
key title neailng Krishna district 
Warangal district bagged the 
Gvmnustic title 

More than 350 competitors re 
presenting the districts, Hvdera 
bad and Secunderabad participated 
in the festival 


O earn a place in the State 
men’s team when only 15 years 
old, IS no mean achievement And 
that’s what Sajit Edwin, now study 
ing for bis predegree at the Govt 
Arts CollMe, Trivandrum, has 
achieved Mjit had a jparticulariy 
good season this year lie won the 
junior titles in miuiy tournaments 
and in the State ckrapionshUi at 
Falghat he reached the semi-finaU 
in the men’s section As such his 
selection to the men’s team was not 
much of a surprise 

Sajit took to badminton at a 
tender age Soon he proved his 
worth in the sub-junior section cap¬ 
turing many titles in all-Kerala 
tournaments It didn’t take him 
long to play himself to victories in 
the Junior and senior sections also 

Shy and soft-spokan Sajit was a 
member of the Kerala schools bad 
minton team which won the All- 
India Schools trophy His partner 
in the doubles is Vimal Kuma'. 
also a student of the Arts Coliegi 


— BINOO K JOHN 



MUKRAM 



Kirloskar Recreation Club 
Bangalore, softball team won 
the State league champioO' 
ships this year 


Indian Overseas Bank bag¬ 
ged the Eagle Flaric Trophy 
for the Five ‘V’ Club’s super 
league ftadcetball tourna- 
meot in Madras. S. Rama- 
murtby, ICW captain, re- 
ceivea the trophy from S> D. 
Ganda, Chief GM, State Bank 
of India, Madras 
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Must someone you love 
die for want of blood... 



before you do something about it? 


It's 8 cruel thought but an emergency can 
arise at any time Even when doing 
something as ordinary as crossing a road. 
Emergencies need blood There's no sub¬ 
stitute for it. Yet, we never realise how 
vital blood donation is till something 
happens to us. Till the life of someone we 
love dearly, hangs in balance 


between 18 and 55, you can donate 
blood three times a year Every year It s 
not painful It's not harmful. All it takes 
IS 10 minutes of your time And your 
concern The blood you donate is only a 
small fraction of your body's supply You 
can go immediately to work. And soon 
your body makes up the full amount 


The great tragedy of our lives is 
there's never enough blood 9 out 
of 10 people have never donated 
blood Hospitals are often left to 
thf mercy of professional blood 
sellers Can you allow this shame 
ful trafficking in blood, in life to 
cany on? 

If you're a normal, healthy adult OR HIS LIFE 


that Then why are we short of donors ? 

It's not because people don t care 
but because they don't think about it 
Don t let that happen to you again 
Don't get so involved m everyday 
living that you can't save a thought 
for life Donate your blood. Today 

Blood means life — there's no sub¬ 
stitute Think about it 


YOUR BLOOD 




Voluntary Blood Donation Day 


1st October 


CHAItflA BBA-a 
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^ ^ by ARBIES 

^^CHESS 


nl-.ACK IS paidiysed by White's 
" cramping PQB5 on the 16th 
move which renders Black’s Q-side 
Pawn structure vulnerable In the 
middle game White keeps ready 
for a possible opportunity for a 
King side attack This compels 
Black to strive for freedom, but in 
doing so he helps White to get a 
winning passed QBP 

CATALAN OPFNING 
(Transposed from Reti) 


KK3 36. QxQ. RxQ 37. RxBl, RxR 
IS. RQSch, RKl 39. RxRch, RxR 
to NQS, Black resigns 

(a) 4. PB4. PQ4 5. PQ4 would 

transpose in the Korchnoy-Petro- 
sian Candidates’ match 1977 third 
game which continued 5. . . PxP 

6. NB3. 00 7. NK5, PB4 8. PxP, 
QxQch 9. NxQ, QNQ2 10. NxQBP, 
NxP and ended in a draw. In the 
9th game, which was also drawn, 
Petrosian played 9. . . . BxP 10. 
NxQBP. NB3 

(b) MCO 11 gives: (i) 6. . . QNQ2 

7. QB2, PQN3 8. PxP. NxP 9. NB3. 
BN2 10. NxN. BxN!? 11. PK4, BN2 
12. RQl. PQB41; or (ii) 7. . . PBS 

8. PN3. PQN3 9. BN2, BN2 10. 
NB3, RBI 11. QRQl, PQN4I 12. 
PBS, PN5. In this ^me White 
makes important deviations (8. 
RQl and 10. NB3) in (ii) expedit¬ 
ing PK4 >lo advantage. 


White. Portisch 
Black' Radiilov 
(European Team Ch 1977) 

1 NKB), NKB3 2 PKN3, PK3 3 
BN2, BK2 4. 00 (a) 00 5 PB4, PQ4 
6 PQ4, PB3 (b) 7 0B2, PQN3 8 
RQl. QNQ2 9 PN3, BN2 10. NB3. 
RBI 11. PK4, PxP 12 NxP. NxN 
<c) 13 QxN, QB2 14. BB4. BQ3 15. 
BxB, QxB 16 PBS' (d) QK2 17 
PQN4, KRQl 18. QB2, NB3 19. NKS, 
NQ4 20 P0R3, PQN4 21 BK4. PN3 
22 PKR4, PQR4 (c) 23 PxP. RRl 
24 PR4'. PNS (f) 25 BxN. RxB 26 
QRNl, PB3 27 NN4. QRQl 28 RxP. 
BBl 29 NK3. R502 30 RN8. PK4 
31 PQ5, PxP 32. PB6 (g) RQ3 33. 
PB7. RBI 34. RxP, PB4 35. QB5, 


(c) In the game Sternina-Grin- 
feld. Kiev 1977, with the White QB 
on QN2 and the KR on KBl, was 
played; 12. . PB4 13. NxNch, BxN 
(13. . . NxN? 14. PxP, BxP 15 
NNSI, BxB 16. BxN wins) 14. NNS, 
BxN 15. BxB^ RB2 16. BN2, PxP 
17. BxP, BB3 18. QRQl with the 
better game for White. 

(d) White gains positional ad¬ 
vantage with this move immobilis¬ 
ing Black’s QB and crippling his 
Q-side Pawn structure 

(e) Black has an unpleasant 
choice between this attempt to get 
freedom and remaining inactive in 
his cramped position. 

(f) If 24 . . RxP 25. PxP, RxP 


26. RR7 is strong, but the text 
soon loses another Pawn. 

(g) The passed Pawn now ' 
marches to a speedy victory. 

PORTISCH-KARPOV 

A brevity from the same tourna¬ 
ment: 1. NKB3, NKB3 2. PKN3, 
PQN3 3. BN2, BN2 4. 00, PK3 S 
PQ3, PQ4 6. QNQ2, QNQ2 7. RKl. 
BB41 (discourages 8. PK4? because 
of 8. . . PxP 9. PxP, NNS 10. RBI, 
N2B3 11. PKR3. NxBP 12. RxN. 
NxP) 8. PB4, 00 9. PxP. PxP 10. 
NN3, BN5 11. BQ2, PQR4 12. 
N(N)Q4, RKl 13. RQBl, PB4 14. 
NB5, NBl 15. PQ4, NKS 16. PxP?, 
NxB 17. NxN. QN4I 18. NQ6, BxN 
19 NxB, BxR 20. QxB. RxP 21. 
QxR, QxRch 22. QBl. Q07 23. PxP. 
RBI White resigns. 


END GAME 



White Ka3, B'vbS, d7, NeS; 
P’s-aS, b4 

Black- Kb7; Bd2; Ne3; P’s-a7, b3, 
e6. e7. 

White to play and win. 



qiiea 

fr 
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Q COULD you please give me 
India’s cricket programme 
till 1980? 


— Ulhas Guntur (Bombay-63). 


A 1977- Sack Bedi. 1978< Throw 
^ out Gavaskar. 1979: Be after 
Viswanalh 1980: Appoint officials 
as captain and members of the 
lest team as a disciplinary mea¬ 
sure against all players. 

Q WHAT is Gavaskat’s score 
so far? 

— V Raniesh (Dharwar). 
A ONE up on the bowlers and 
^ one down against the Board. 

Q HAS Gopai Bose played in a 
Test match? 

— R. N. Rao (Madras.46) 


A 

Lanka 


NO. He has played only in 
unofficial Tests against Sri 


Q HOW many Test matches 
have been played so far be¬ 
tween Australia and the West In¬ 
dies and what are the results? 

— Ravi R. Nargundkar (Dharwar). 

A THE two have played 41 
^ Tests. Australia winning 24 
of them and the West Indies seven. 
Nine were drawn and the other 
was a tie. 

Q HAS any Indian batsman set 
up a world record? 

— M. N Riar Ahmed (Madras-1) 

A THE 413 runs stand be- 
^ tween Vinoo Mankad and 
PankajRoy in the fifth Test again it 
New i^aland at Madras in 1955-S6 
is the best opening stand in Test 
cricket. Besides, there are two 
world records for first class cric 
ket, the partnership of 455 for the 
second wicket between B. B. Nim- 
balkar (443 not out) and K V. 
Bhandarkar (205) against Kathia¬ 
war at Poona in 1948-49 and the 
fourth-wicket stand of 577 by 
Baroda’s V. S Hazare (288) and 


Gut Mohomed (319) against Hol- 
kar at Baroda in 1946-47. 

Q HAS anyone batted on all 
five days of a Test as Geoff 
Boycott did in the Nottingham Test 
between England and Australia? 

— P. Jagannah (Mysore). 

A M. L. JAISIMHA was the 
^ first and only other pl»er. 
He did so in the Calcutta Test 
against Australia in 1959-60. 

Q WHAT is the address of the 
Badminton Association of 

India? 

— S. G. Goswami (WIF Club, 
Meerut) 

A WRITE to S R. Chadha, 
^ honorary secretary, .Tack- 
sons hotel, Jabalpur 

Q ARE there any tennis clubs 
open to the public in Delh'*’’ 
— Sanjav .Sixigh (Delhi) 

A all clubs .ire “for mem 
^ bees only” It is time we 
had facilities foi the public for all 
spoit provided by state associa¬ 
tions, miinii ipalitics and other 
agencies. 
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Some men will 
Palmolive De-Luxe 
After Shave 
for the way it feels 


Other men- 
for what it does 




Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool.refreshing, excitingly different! 


Feel It brace your skin with a 
crisp tingling freshness. 
Palmolive Oe-Luxe After Shave 
is spiced with an exclusive new 
fragrance. For a bold masculine, 
appeal that’s hard to resist. 

And even harder to forget. 
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Tennis notes 


Grand Prix moves to Asia 


HE Aaiaa I«p of the Colgate 
Tennis Grand Prix conimence& 
this week. The first tournament of 
the circuit is at Hawai ($100,000). 
The circuit touches Bombay on 
November 28. 

The Association of Tennis Pro 
fessionals (ATP), the controlling 
b^y of the players, has released 
a list of players eligible to play in 
the Asian circuit. 

The names of these players along 
with their Grand Prix ranking are 
as follows; Roscoe Tanner (4), Phil 
IHnt (5), Manuel Orantes (6), Stan 
Smith (12), Dick Stockton (17), 
Colin Dibley (20), Kim Warwick 
(34), Ken Rosewall (41), Harron 
Rahim (44) and Dick Crealy (52) 

The last date for entries for the 
Bombay Grand Prix has been ex 
tended by a month in an effort to 
lure some more top players. 

All the above-mentioned players 


can participate directly in the 
Bombay Grand Prix. Any other top 
player, not mentioned in the list, 
can do so by prior permission. 

There is talk that Arthur Ashe 
and John Newcombe may come. 
Unfortunately Ashe’s stand on the 
racial front may force him to par¬ 
ticipate in the Muth African Grand 
Prix at Johannesburg, which is be¬ 
ing held in the same week as Bom¬ 
bay. This is another major problem 
the Bombay organisers face. Play¬ 
ers can opt to play that week at 
Johannesburg ($150,000) or Bo¬ 
logna, Italy, ($50,000) or at Bom¬ 
bay ($50,000) 

The Bombay Grand Prix organi¬ 
sers are providing two day courts 
for the event with a total specta¬ 
tor capacity of 3000. All matche.s 
as far as possible will be played, 
after 6 p.m, under flood-lights to 
ensure bigger crowds. 

— HARE.SH MUNWANI 



Ken Rosewall . . . will came 
to Bombay? 


LOT of people have asked roe 
why T was never selected on a 
national team m spite of my na 
tural talents at so many games 
1 will now tell 

In my early days I was a very good 
footbailei, the crowds used to 
call me Indian Pcle I used to 
play regularly for the local teams 
and, in fact, got my first job be¬ 
cause of my football prowess. 

Then, just before the selection of 
the Indian team for a youth 
tournament in Kuala Lumpur, T 
wrote a brief article on the selec¬ 
tion committee It was not pai- 
ticularly critical and all it said 
was that some players should 
have been selected and some 
others should not have been. 

The football federation took strong 
exception to my article and it 
WM decided to take disciplinary 
action against me. It was ordered 
that I should not be considered 
(or tours abroad for three years 

That put me off football and I 
decided to take to tennis I took 
to it very well and was soon 
playing with Krishnan and 
others I must admit diat I never 
reached Krishnan’s class, but 1 
was as good as Jaideep and 
Premjit (which means 1 was bet¬ 
ter than the present Amritraj 
brothers) and was bashing the 
ball around and planning to qua¬ 
lify for the Wimbledon. 

My selection for js Davis Cup tie 




wmmrnm *>7 BUSYBEEmm.. 

against Japan was almost certain 
when I wrote an at tide in a 
sports magazine in which there 
was some leference to the selec 
tion of tennis teams The tennis 
authorities took strong exception 
to my writing and I was debarred 
from selection 

Some other people would have 
given up sports bv then, but 1 
was made of sterner stuff and 
decided to trj my hand at 
hockey 

This was the time when everybody 
was saying that Indian hockey 
was on the downgrade and there 
were symposiums being held on 
the subject of whai is wrong 
with Indian hockey. So, when I 
entered the hockey arena and 
started showing my prowess in 
various tournaments, most critics 
were happy and talked about me 
as the greatest find since Balbir 
Singh 

My selection seemed certain and 
1 was invited to the training 


camp at Patiala It was at the 
camp that I wrote what I thought 
was a rather humorous article on 
one of the selectors I was im¬ 
mediately suspended and one of 
the other players at the camp, 
who checked the proofs of my 
article, was also suspended. 

Incidentally, the selector abo-at 
whom I had wiitten, resigned It 
also ended my hockey career. 

After that 1 tried entering various 
games, including basketball, 
wrestling, badminton, etc. But 
every time I wrote something on 
the national selectors and was 
disqualified 

The last game I played was cricket 
I had a particularly good domes¬ 
tic season and several cricket 
correspondents, who travel from 
match to match and write the 
same things in the same style, 
had started claiming me as their 
discovery. 

At this stage, a popular magazine 
asked me to wriiq an article on 
my experiences in cricket It 
was a straight article with only 
a passing reference to selectors. 
The boaid did not even call me 
to Bangalore for an explanation 
It instructed the selectors not to 
consider me for a coming tour. 

And, after that, 1 decided to con- 
'centrate on wiiting and give up 
playing 
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No. 10 ahirt which Cosmos, u a tribute to the ‘kin*’, will 
never use aaaiu 


Six d3 
some 

a li 


T he careers of two of Ae grea¬ 
test black athletes — and 
richest for that matter — in his¬ 
tory crossed paths briefly in New 
York last week when the world tf 
sport loomed on Ali and Pele 
All defended hu title against 
Earnie Shavers, a 33-year-old father 
of five daui^ters credited in pre¬ 
fight publiaty with the hardest 
punch of all time. 



Two nights later, on the other 
side of this rainy, heaving city, 
Pele, 36, arguably the finest foot¬ 
baller the world has seen, played 
his farewell match Even for a city 
like New York, steeped in sporting 
tradtbon those six days represented 
something a little special 


A capacity crowd of 75,646 
watched Pele’s last match, against 
his old club, Santos, of Brazil 


Goodbye No. 10 

P ELE, die greatest soccer player the world has ever seen, ended 
his illustrious career last Saturday with the only clubs he has 
played for, Santos of Brazil and the New York Cosmos. 

The Brazilian superstar played the first half in the green ahirt 
of Cosmos and the second half in the white of Santos, the team he 
started with 21 years ago. 

He went out in appropriate fashion, slamming in a 30 yard free- 
kick for the Cosmos for his 1,278th goal in first class soccer. Pele 
failed to do the same for Santos, and Cosmos went on to win 2-1. 

But the result was unimporunt. It was the occasion that matter¬ 
ed. When the match ended, Pele stripped of his Santos shirt in the 
drenching ram, handed it to the man who taught him his skills, 
Waldemir De Brito, and with tears streaming down his face, began 
his lap of honour stripped to the waist. 

He did not get far before Cosmos and Santos plivers caught up 
with him and hoisted him shoulder high. The crowd of75,646 ignored 
the driving ram and stood in their coloured plastic raincoau to 
ai^laud as Pele was carried past them, the strains of “Auld Lang 
byne" ringing out from the public address system. 

Then he was gone, down the tunnel at the east end of the sta¬ 
dium, erring uncontrollably. His blonde wife, Rosemarie, went with 
him and bugged him as he regained composure to answer questions 
by the huge proas contingent representing 25 countries. 

Tits match began under grey skies, and Santos went ahead after 
14 minutes when Rubens intercepteu a bad throw from Cosmos 
goalkeeper Shop Messing and slipped the ball ahead to Reynaldo, 
who lashed it into the top of the net. 

But ii was Pele’s day and he overshadowed his celebrated team¬ 
mates Frans Beckenbauer, of West Germany and Giorgio Chinaglia, 


It could be All’s farewell too, 
though he’s givig no clues. The 
feeling among the fight fraternity 
on Broadway was that if he lost to 
Shavers — U knockouts in 54 wins 
— he would retire Now that he 
has won he will look foi a final big 
pay-day against Ken Nofton or 
Jimmy Young 

But It was by no means certain 
that he would beat Shavers Ali is 
idling throuidi the autumn of an 
illustrious career There is talk of 
arthritis in his hands and feet “He 
had sparred less than 50 rounds in 
30 days,” said a camp, follower. 

Yet the fight was accompanied 
by the usual gimmuks — like Ah 
being knocked down twice by his 
sparring partner. The truth is that 
television owns the fight game in 
America and the game has to be 
sold to the public. Consequently 
Ali’s utterances and actions often 
depend on how ticket sales are go¬ 
ing. And the fact is that the sale 
wasn’t going too well. 

For Pels it’s another story. He 
isn’t even in town. New York Cos¬ 
mos flew into Kennedy Airport 
later, after a tour of China and 
India, but Pele’s absence has not 
damaged ticket sales. 

"We could hags sold out three 
times over," said a Cosmos official. 
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In fact, there was a flourishing 
black market in Pele tickets, and 
the New York Police Department 
are investigating ‘the club's 
distribution system. 

On Saturday the world of soccer 
paid homage at a lavish testimonial 
dinne( in the Plaza Hotel to the 
shanty town kid who became an in* 
ternational celebrity. 

The American and Brazilian 
Governments are making presenta¬ 
tions to Pele. So are Cosmos and 
Santos. The No. 10 shirt Pele made 
his own on the football fields of the 
world will never again be worn by 
a Cosmos player. When Pele goes, 
so does No. 10 from the Cosmos 
line-up. 

And the Cosmos have invited 
players from the five World Cup 
finals that span Pole’s career — 
Bellini (Brazil, 1958), Mauro (Bra¬ 
zil, 1962), Carlos Alberto (Brazil. 
1970) and Franz Beckenbauer 
(West Germany, 1974). 

I don’t want people to think it 
will be the last time I ever kick 
a football,” said Pele. "Soccer is 
my destiny, I will be teaching soc¬ 
cer, advising youngstera and giving 
clinics around the world. Part of 
me will die on Saturday, but don i 
feel sorry for me. I will still be 
involved in the game I love." 

Pele has been regularly filling 
that magnificent stAium built on 
a reclaimed slice of New Jersey 
salt marsh with 77,000 crowds 
He has done his bit nir soccer in 
the U.S. Like Ali, he came into 
professional ^rt penniless. He 
leaves a multt-millionaire. 

Three years ago he signed a 
£3,000,000 contract with Cosmos 
and his financial position is such 
that a few weeks ago he could 
afford to turn down a further 
£5300,000 to play on with Cosmos 
for another two years. Ali, who 
will receive a purse close to 
£2300,000 for defending his title 
against Shavers, is perhaps the big¬ 
gest sporting money-maker of ali 
time. 

It will be sad to see them go 
from the world suge .... the last 
of the big splendours. 



£mie Shavers (left) and Muhananad All go ttirewgh peo* 
fiBht medkal checks in New York. AU showed he's ft 
enough to retain Oie title 

Win No. 55 for Ali 


M uhammad ali “the greatest” did enough to win a clear 
points verdict over American challenger Ernie Shavers a t Madi¬ 
son Square Garden in New York. He dominated the fight lietween 
the ei^th and twelfth rounds to get the unanimous verdict from 
lefeiee Johnny Lobianco and ringside judges Tony Castella no and 
Mrs. Eva Shain, the first woman to help judge a world heavy ■weight 
title fight. 

It was All’s 19th successful tide defence and his S5th vict ory in 
57 professional fights — he lost to Joe Frazier in 1971 and to Ken 
Norton in 1973, both on points. 

Ali had Shavers in bad trouble in the fifth, nindi and ISdi 
rounds, especially in the closing minutes of the contest when the 
champion rained fearsome blows on Shavers in a grandstand fini ish. 

But Shavers also had his moments and hurt Ali in the at cond 
round, landing a perfect left uppercut to the chin which cJt early 
shook Ali, and only the champion’s great experience saved an (sarly 
disaster. Technically, Ali was always the master, but although d>e 
judges’ verdict was unanimous, the crowd whisttcd for a nul ten 
minutes. 

Interviewed after one of the most difficult fights of his cared r, a 
tired Ali said: "Thanks Allah, I won. Praise Allan, Shavers hurt me 
twice". 

Shavers, the knockout king with 54 wins in his 60 fights, did i rat 
seem too badly shaken after his last round battering. “I still thinl. I 
won the fight,** be said, "1 want to fight him again." 

Ali did his damage with fast jabs to the head, leftt and rfgh ts 
and Shavers needed all his courw to last the distance when A li 
launched his final round barrage. The points verdict may have besw 
close, but the 35-year-old champion put up a good performance, bet¬ 
ter than in some of his recent fights. 

He Quashed rumours that he had lost all his speed for, although. 
his punching seemed no longer as destructive as in earlier years, n is 
foot-work and lightning-fast punching were as remarkable as ever. 

Ken Norton, the number one contender, commenting on the figh t 
for an American television channel said he had been “very surprised' * 
by the excellent form Ali had shown. 

Ali's fitness was clearly shown in the eleventh round, where he 
did all the forcing and still finished strong and fast, whereas Shavers 
looked desperately tired and was glad to hear the bell. 
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that's what makes 
ihri Ambica Mills 


and Nirester 


a happy pair. 


Close-bonds link the great textile 
mills with Nirester And no wonder. 
Nirester polyester filament yarn is 
the ideal complement to weaving skills 
just what the perfectionists go for 
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Nirester! 

Polyester Filament Yarn 
Manufactured by 
Nirion Synthetic Fibres 
& Chemicals Ltd. 
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BRIEFLY 


^ EW YORK COSMOS, it it 
learnt, have invited Mohun 
Baian to nialte a leciprocal visit 
Details are to be woriced out 
A USTRAUAN fast bowler Den 
^ ms Lillee and four other for 
mer players who have joined the 
Packer senes have been barred 
from competing in club cricket 
The West Australian Cricket Asso 
ciation announced that Lillee, Ross 
Edwards, Rod Marsh, Mick Malone 
and Bruce Laird could not play in 
club cricket because of their in 
Tolvement with the series 
I^OHAMAD HASSAN (Andhra) 
won the Invitation Chess 
Championship for the Bhilwara 
Irophy and the first prise of Rs 
4,(XK) Maharashtra’s Vijay Adhi- 
kari claimed the second prise of 
Rs 3 000 

PAKISTAN’S 21 year-old Maq 
* sood Ahmed won the World 
Amateur Squash Championship in 
Toronto defeating his brother, 
Mohammed Saleem 9 3, 9 7. 9-4 
rpHE executive committee of the 
Wrestling Federation of India 
has decided tO hold three coaching 
camps to prepare the team foi the 
Commonwealth Games in Fdmon 
ton i» August next year 

T aiwan retained membtts! p 
of the International Badmin 
ton federation following an extra 
ot dinary n eeting in 1 ondon, which 
voted 3b I'* against a proposal to 
remove them so that China coaid 
join 

I^INYAR JAL JAMSHEDJI was 
^ reelected as the piesident of 
the Maharashtra State Cycling 
Association fui another term 

D C M Manutacturers of some 
* ot the finest towels presented 
each member of Cosmos, the 
Mohun Bagan team, linesmen and 
the irfeiec with a face towel 



Ttw 8i«-niciub«r 
ImHan tcmi for 
tht 22ai World 
Arttetie Roller 
Skating Ch ops . 
pfoMliipe held «t 
Moirtreal rooent- 
From left 
Krkdmi Dodeji, 
Veeao Rmn^ 
Paranjit l^i, 
Jaapal KhsaraBa, 
KauatuMi Patel 
and S u riader Pal 
Ghhi aad team 
offidala 


Pete came to Cat- 
cutta from Tsdiyo 
be Airlad a 
Seen wMh him are 
G. & Raneband 
(third from ri|d>t) 
AFs numogei in 
Thallaad aad 
CapC M. C, Dao- 
gupta, coamtaii. 
der of the fHght 


Cricketers’ unity is absolute 


I NDIAN Cricket Board officials 
would do well to handle the 
players tactfully Thorny problems 
could Cl op up if thejr try to push 
them around 

One thing is certain — there is 
absolute unity among the members 
of the Cricketers’ Association ot 
India They will not brook authon 
tarianism on the part of the offi 
cials The players expect the offi 
cials to espouse their cause aad 
help the cricketers in every pos 
sible way — and not to set them 
selves on a collision course 


issues IS required, especially *0 
view ol the tough Australian tour 
ahead lour manager Polly Umri 
gar got an inkling of the tou^ 
situations he could face with the 
tout probables reef nth in Madras 
One day he entered a hall where 
players had gathered but had to 
make a quick exit He was told 
that a meeting of the Cricketers’ 
Association of India was in pro¬ 
gress and that he could come later 

“They’ie having a meeting’*, 
nuttered Polly, with a wry face 


A smooth handling of delicate A CAl spokesman later said the 


association lepresentatives svould 
meet offitials and thrash out, when 
ever possible, the Issues regarding 
players The players, he said, had 
a better chance of getting their 
grievances redressed if they stood' 
united tlsan by approaching officiais 
individually 

For eaample the CAl would try 
to get first<lass travelling ailowan 
ces foi 1 epi esentatives of certain 
State Associations which provided 
only second class fares for their 
players taking part id Ranji aad 
other competitions 
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INTERVIE\W 


The govt can do very little 


laMev Sla^: Wha t do you think 
are the reaaons for i4ie deteriorat¬ 
ing atandarda of games and sports 
in our country? 

F. C Chuothr: I urt rather sorry 
to find a big countrjr like India 
with a population of 60 crwes not 
being able to improve the stan¬ 
dards of sports in 30 years. These 
are several reasons for it Before 
freedom, dtcre were competitions 
with foreigners • eiAer stationed 
here or visiting this country. That 
competition allowed otor sportsmen 
to see better standardit and in the 
competition their own standards 
improved. There were tome princes 
who also jKMnt a lot ti> encourage 
sports. The situation is chang^ 
now in the present set up. The 


Sports broadcaster Jasdev 
Singh talked to Unloa Edu> 
catloa Minister Fratap Chan- 
der Chuoder on the stan¬ 
dards of sport and a uni- 
Aed policy. Here Is the text 
of bis interview. 


under Olympic rules, the involve¬ 
ment of the Government in this 
field or any control by die Govern¬ 
ment in me types of sports to 
which the Olympic Association is 
entrusted, is prohibited. The 
Government can try to improve the 
standards only through persuasion 
or by using its good offices. 


limited. However, if any specific 
cases are brought to our notke, d^e 
situation will be rectified. 

J. S. Are you satisfied with the 
taien^hunting in sports these di^ 
and the manner of their coaching? 

F.C.C.: I am not satisfied. Ac¬ 
tually, talentliuntiim should start 
at the school level. Talented young 
sportsmen and women should M 
isolated from the young age and 
given intensive coaching. The 
search for talent should also be 
made among non-school going per¬ 
sons and also aroongiit our tribal 
people. There should be adequate 
provision for stipends during coa¬ 
ching for students showing talent 



f ovcrninents at Centre and in the 
tates hr and large have not been 
able to nil up the deficiency. Inter¬ 
nal politics in many federations is 
anomer reason for deteriuration of 
standarda in our sports. 

J. 8: What steps would 3 rou like 
to take igainst such fedlmutions? 

F.CC: Apart from appealing to 
their good sense, the Central 
Governawnt can do very little to 
stop it. At die most, it may not 
encourage people who briisg about 
disruption in different inwds of 
sports. But many of these sports 
federathms do not deptmd on* 
nvemmant grants. Wherever they 
depend for grants on us, it may be 
possible to make them see reason. 
The Governmant may also with¬ 
hold permission to the defaulting 
federatloiis from participattion in 
international eventt. 

J. 6: Coming back to the stan¬ 
dards of sporis, how does the 
Government propose to icaprove 
dieae standards? 

tJCXx The power of the Clentral 
Government in the field of sports 
b restricted. The subject comes in 
the State Ust undnr our Constitu¬ 
tion. That means that executive 
funedon under this item b also 
entnistod to die state govsrntnento. 
The Central Government can only 
give a bad, but it cannot impose 
Its will on the states. Moreover, 


J. S.: Would you like to evolve 
a definite sports policy? 

F.C.C.: At present, we do not 
have any definite sports policy at 
the national level. After delibera¬ 
tions with people interested in 
aporu are complete, such a policy 
may evolve. 

J. S.: Don’t you think that the 
present All India Council of Sports 
could also advise on these matters 
and guide the Government? 

F.C.C: The present All Indb 
Council of Sports is very large. It 
b difficult and costly to hold its 
meetings at ahorter intarvab. It 
will be more useful to have a 
smaller body with executive powers 
to co-ordinab the activities of 
different aporta federationa. Under 
this small body, there mav be spe- 
claliaed committeee dealing with 
different branches of sports like 
hockey, football, cricket ate. Such 
■pscialised committaas can meet 
often without much expense or 
difficult. The All India Council of 
Sports will than have better execu¬ 
tive rob to play. 

I. 8.: It b often albged diet the 
seuKtion of players for internatio¬ 
nal compatitions is bbted. Would 
you like to rectify the situation? 

F.CC.: I have no such informa¬ 
tion. As I have aaid, the powers 
of the Central Government are 


in sports. Special credit should be 
awarded and that may be taken 
into account in connection with his 
or her academic aptitude. 

The book-load on students should 
be reduced and they should be 
allowed sufficient time to culti¬ 
vate games and sports in general. 
This will involve larger number of 
students in these matters and will 
allow a wider scope for selection. 
Aldiough sports and games are 
kept at their amateur level, still 
good sportsmen and women should 
be encouraged by employment in 
auitebb jobs. Aose sports men 
and women who are afreadv in 
Jobs should be allowed sufficient 
time by their employers to culti¬ 
vate their aptitude. More training 
institutions should be set up in 
different regions partlculany to 
deal with young aporumen and 
women in'diverse firid of sports. 

J. 8.: Could we not encourase 
yoga and tha rural games such m 
kahaddi, kho kho and gull danda 
etc.? 

F.CC: Yes, why not. 1 am all 
for this. I would rather aay that 
these Indbn games could provide a 
good base for the players to im¬ 
prove in the games like crickeL 
hockey and football. We would 
like to do every possible thing to 
encourage these Indian games. 
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Big Cosmos 
let-down 

A BIG farce — that’s what one 
^ would call the match between 
Cosmos and Mohun Bagan. In al< 
most every way the match resem¬ 
bled anonier great farce of the 
decade—the clash between Moham¬ 
mad AH and Inoki, the Japanese 
wrestler. The reception accorded 
to Pele was more colourful than 
the match. 

— G. C. Sekar (Madras). 


'U’ EARTIEST congratulations to 
coach P. K. Banerjee and the 
players of Mohun Bagan for their 
brilliant performances against 
Cosmos. 

— Mihir Ghatak (Halisahar) 


vgvHE exhibition match between 
^ Cosmos Club and Mohun 
Bagan was disappointing. Cosmos 
lacked enthusiasm and played like 
any other mediocre team. And 
even Pele seemed least interested 
in the proceedings. 

— Shohini Ghosh (Calcutta). 

rgsHOUSANDS of football crazy 
fans were deceived by Cosmos 
Club and went home dejected. In 
fact, Mohun Bagan put up a better 
show than those world class 
players 

— Rudra P. Chakravaity 
(Calcutta). 


nRAVO Mohun BaganI What a 
" magnificent performance 
against Cosmos. Mv heartiest con¬ 
gratulations to the coach and 
players. 

— Sammay Banerjee (Aganpara). 


I S this all Cosmos can do? We 
qmnd lakhs of rupees on them 
and what do they do? Turn in a 
lack-lustre performance. * 

— Ashok Sinha (Kulti). 

M ohun bagan has proved 
diat the sundard of Indian 
football is not low. 

-^shok Sen (Darjeeling). 


Save Bedi, Gavaskar 


V UDOS to your editorial *Sl^e 
^ truth behind the ouster of 
Bedi” (SW Srat. 25) in which you 
have very rightly called on the 
selectors to be wise enouidt to gdve 
Bedi a fair chance before the final 
team for the Australian tour is 
selected. Indeed, only a pragmatic 
approach can set the things right 
and not the vindictiveness that is 
prevailing in the minds of some 
of our cricket officials. 

— Abdul Amrohi (Bombay). 

t^HE Cricket Board appears to 
have tried to play a cruel joke 
on Bishan Bedi. 

— K. Manmohandas (Madras). 

WITHOUT Bedi in the side the 
* ' tour of Australia could have 
been waste of money. 

— Chand Sharma (Dhanbad). 

IBEDI’s exclusion from the Aus- 
® iralian tour would have been 
ridiculous. The case against Gavas¬ 
kar is also the lauiffiing stock of the 
cricketing world. 

— C. B. Joshua (Secunderabad). 

g^NE cannot imagine an Indian 
team without Bedi. If India 
fares badly it will be only due to 
the Board’s fooli^ness. 

— P. N. Jasani (Gondia). 

B edi is the right man to lead ns 
in Australia. If he is not con¬ 
sidered for the tour of Australia, 
not only do we stand m lose a 
master spin bowler but mo a good 
captain. 

— T K. Viswanathan 
(Bhubaneswar). 


I T is disheartening to note how 
harshly the Bogrd has dealt 
with Bedi. Let us also avoid charge- 
sheets against players like Gavas¬ 
kar. It could affect the team’s 
morale. 

— Vinod Toshniwal (Akola). 

g T is disgusting to note that petty 
* poUtics has begun to affect the 
Cricket Control Board. How else 
can one explain the move to charge- 
sheet Sunil Gavaskar? 

— Sunil Kumar (Padiaidtot). 

T SINCERELY wish that Gavas- 
kar and Bedi make the Austra¬ 
lian tour. This is the plea of dejec¬ 
ted and shocked cricketing fan. 

— V. Sridhar (Allahabad). 

Why this rule? 

•yHE experimental over-rate rule 
* will discourage whatever fast 
bowling talent we have. How can 
Cricket Board accept such a rule 
if it is searching for fast bowlers? 

— Shubhada (Bombay). 

Goo(j show 

I AM regular reader of SPORIB- 
WEEK. The colourful cover 
of Craig Serjeant was extremely 
impressive. 

— B. C. Modi (Dharwar). 

T he blow-up pictures of Pole 
and Bjorn Borg in SPORIB- 
WEEK were superb. Keep it up- 
— Bhavin Jankharia (Bombay). 



It's the instractor from onr naviga¬ 
tion classes ” 
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S QIIANUKRER ha» become a 
leftend in the short space of 
time which it usually takes a good 
horse just to gain recognition. His 
flashing hoofs, his ability to act 
with equal competence on any go> 
tng and his apparent depthless re¬ 
servoir of stamina have taken him 


past milestone after milestone on 
the road to endless glory and he 
has conferred distinction and great¬ 
ness on all; breeders, owners, 
trainer and jockeys, who have 
been associated with him. 


To catalogue his brilliant achi¬ 
evements would require more 
space than this publication can 
afford, to describe his performan¬ 
ces in detail would be to run out 
of superlatives and to compute who 
has derived how much from his 
astronomical earnings would re¬ 
quire an electronic calculator. Suf- 
fke is to say that he is the best- 
performed horse in the long his¬ 
tory of Indian racing, that he has 
beaten but once in 14 starts, that 
his victory in the 2,800 metres 
Indian St Legcr was his tenth in 
a row and took his total net ear¬ 
nings to Rs. 12,96,518.25, which is 
considerably more than the pre¬ 
vious stakes record holder Com- 
manche had won, that he joined 
Red Rufus (1966) as the winner 
of the triple crown and the Invita¬ 
tion Cup and that he enabled 
trainer R. R. Byramji to become 
the first trainer since ail five In¬ 
dian Classics were started in 1914 
to claim all five in one season and 


no owners of a single horse have 


SquaniJerer, a legend 


been as honoured and have won as 
much as Ranjit V. Bhat and I. S. 
Mirchandani. More successes are 
in store as Squanderer will con¬ 
tinue to be in training. 

A colt by Valoroso-Milky Way 
who was brra at the Yeravada Stud 
by Gen. and Mrs. P. P. Kumara- 
mangalam. Squanderer was bought 
for a modest Rs. 65,000 at the 
sales. His victory in the St. Leger 
was assured as he had trounced 
both his rivals. Wild Blossom and 
the Calcutta Derby and St. Leger 
winner Topspin, when they had met 
on the same terms in the Invita¬ 
tion Cup. He won readily by two 
lengths from Wild Blossom, who 
tried runaway tactics, with Top- 
win a disunce behind. This was 
Shinde’s first win in die longest 
Classic and Bjrramji’s third in a 
row at he had first scored with 
Sweet Memories and then with 
Commanche. Byramji made a clean 
sweep of the Indian Classics as he 
had sent out Reprint (Prince Pra- 
deep-Request) to victory in the 
i,0()0 and the Oaks. Reprint was 
also bred at the Yeravada Stud 

The finding of Benzoic Acid in 
the swabs of Great Guns following 
his six lengths beating of Tuco 
Toucan in die Governor’s Cup has 
resulted in the disqualification of 
the horse and the suspension of 
trainer S M, Shah, who is held 
responsible under the rules. It has 
created a stir as this particular 
substance has never before been 
detected in swabs. It has also crea¬ 
ted a feeling of insecurity and 
panic as is evident from what 
follows. 

Uttamsingh, who trains Black 
Swan, it is reported, sought per 
mission to withdraw the filly fiom 
the Orange William Cup as, it is 
further reported, be saw a stable 


hand feeding gur to the anhnal 
and as this apparently was not 
done under his instructions he was 
apprehensive of what the gur con¬ 
tained. Black Swan did rum went 
out as the favourite, and performed 
most disappointingly. 

A similar incident occurred in 
Bangalore a couple of years ago. 
Trainer Aziz Mahmoud was fear¬ 
ful that three of his runners of 
that afternoon were tampered with 
and he sought permission to have 
them withdrawn. Permission was 
refusetk all thfee ran and won. 
Naval Glory, in particular, mdning 
a runaway success wdien unntncied. 
It seemed that his fears were mis¬ 
placed as the swabs of all three 
were clean! 

Comment on Hyderabad’s Deccan 
Derby has been forcibly withheld 
as the race has been postponed be¬ 
cause of rain. But it must be re¬ 
corded that M a r a t h a Lancer 
(Thundering-Malibu) is not only 
out of it, he will be on the repair 
list for quite some time. The colt, 
who was an impressive winner of 
the Bangalore Colts Trial, has 
developed tendon trouble, which is 
a serious ailment, the only horse 
so affected to have achieved great¬ 
ness being that great galloping 
grey Thunder .Storm. 

The Gwaliors have been singular¬ 
ly unfortunate with their promis¬ 
ing colts in recent years First they 
were so distressed with Hi under 
Storm, who also could not he 
schooled to enter the starting 
stalls, that they sold him for a vir 
tual song, then Thundering, who 
was the ante-post favourite for the 
2,000, was letired to stud with a 
tendon and finally Military was 
never able to give of his best 
for the same reason. 

History ceitainly repeats itself 



Squanderer (Stiinde astride) winning the Indian Si. Leger at Puile last Sunday 
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What makes SYMOM>S 
cricket bats rank among 
the eforld's best ? 



H«r« IS why 

SYMONDS cricket bats are 
the only bats in India that 
are fully compressed on face, 
back and both edges on 
an automatic roller machine 
Each b it IS perfectly balanced 
and you II find the same 
fitting of the handle because 
speci illy designed automatic 
T ich leo |igs control the 
I Ilf inq of the blades 
eliminating even 1% chance 
t h inun eiroi Eanh blade r 
tred It 125 “* moivture 
I r I* nr for perfect seasoring 

SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE NO. 6 
(5 gauntlets) 

Till 11 idt IS made fiom top 
I iss impoiti d English willow 
with g luin Saiaw jk If piece 
ill! handle t ich bat is 
pertf tly stupid Also available 
gei uiin p )lv filmed bats 
r f s>ed through < uiythiene 
ir d hjtanr mixture r ompound 
and 1 1 ingf ot othei natural 
1- gliili wlilt w bats 
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Bournvita now contains mora 
coeoa to msko H tastiar, hsalthiar. 

In addition, Bournvita is packed with 
all the nourishing goodness of malt 
milk and sugar 


i%(t 




Two teaspoonfuls in a hot cup of milk mtke 
a delicious energy giving drink 
Give your children Bournvita every day twice 
a day It helps provide them with the extra 
energy they need for their growing bodies 
And you need it too to Keep up with thami 


I’, 

with more cocoa: tastier, healthier , ttm^. < 

j*I«irand taste 

i <S0gnat 


ournvital 


Ret 


k More Cocoa 

iaiiin 
ht'/iOM' 


with the 450 g Special Offer 
Refill Pack Offer open 
till stocks last ^ 1 

IMPOHTAN'^ On opening \ v | 
this pack pisasa empty ns \. N 

rontenis immediately into 
a regular Bournvita tin to I* 
keep It factory freah 
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SHARAD KOTNIS 


Sixteen of the 


best and 


good luck to 'em 

T he tuapciue and tendon of • fortnight during 
iidiich the controveriies over inquiries egeinst 
leading players loomed large on the horizon are 
over. The Bedi and Gavaskar issues are bast for¬ 
gotten, the IS-mamber team to go Down Under has 
been announced and as Board president M. Chinna- 
swamy said while announcing oie team, **Let's look 
forward to a successful and fruitful tour of Aus¬ 
tralia in the interest of Indian cricket.*' 

The selectors have followed the form book ra¬ 
ther than experiment in nominating the team There 
are no surprise packets as invariably happened on 
previous tours. After deliberating for almost three 
and a half hours, the selectors on the whole appear 
to have done a good job, though there will be many 
who will continue to debate as to the merits of one 
or two ot the 16 named Only one of the 16 — 
Bharat Reddy — has yet to play in Tests, that 
shows that the five-man selection committee, assisted 
by the manager and captain, has relied on experi¬ 
ence. They are to be commended for a Job well 
done, particularly so because the atmosphere was 
surcharged with all sorts of rumours about pres¬ 
sures being brought on the selectors from some 
quartets to drop a player or two of proven merit 
on grounds not cricketing. 

The team selected for Australia shows four 
changes from the one that toured New Zealand and 
the West Indies in 1976. Chetan Chauhan, Ashok 
Mankad, Bharat Reddy and Karsan Ghavri taking 
the places of Anshuman Gaekwad. Parthasarathy 
Sharma, P. Krishnamurthy and Sudnakar Rao. Many 
will not approve the choice of Chauhan in place of 
Gaekwad because, despite scoring profusely and 
showing long staying powers in domestic cricket, 
year after year, he has been a failure in Test cric¬ 
ket whenever given a chance. In three Tests against 
New Zealand and Australia in 1969 and two against 
England in 1972-73 — in 10 innings — he has an 
average of 13.90 Besides he has shown a weakness 
outside the off-stump which has been exploited by 
bowlers from these three countries. However, 
Chauhan has always succeeded in trial matches, as 
he did in the Duleep Trophy final. If Gaekwad has 
been found wanting, perhaps a youngster could 
have been groomed in this position with an eye on 
the future 

Ashok Mankad returns after being in and out 
of the side since 1974. He batted confidently in the 
■•Duleep Trophy final to leave no doubt about his 
class. 

At least 12 to 13 players were automatic 
choices. It is learnt there was a lot of discussion 
before Chauhan came in for Gaekwad and Madan 
Lai retained his place. That explains the length of 
the deliberations. Ihe captain and manager insisted 
on the inclusion of Madan Lai, arguing that he is a 
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tremendous fighting player on a tour and so out 
■went another allrounder and utility man IBiiraJ 
Parsana, who can both seam and spin the ball. 

Once again we will have to rely on allrounders 
using the seam to support Ghavri with the new ball 
and as manager Umrigar said in an interview after 
the Madras camp, a fast or medium-pace bowler 
has necessarily to be able to bat before he could 
be considered for the tour; both Madan Lai and 
Mohinder Amarnath fall in this category. It is a 
pity that medium-pacers like Barun Burman or 
Kapil DeV have no place in the present set-up. 

A lot of fuss has been made about Vengsarkar's 
“bark injury’* and his fitness. Despite passing the 
medical test at the Madras cam^, he was sent to 
three difterent orthopaedic specialists in Bombay 
over the last two days. Some petty-minded Board 
officials, not satisfied with the earlier reports and 
the proof of his fitness shown during his two long 
innings in the Duleep Trophy matches, insisted on 
a separate report by a specialist suggested by them. 
Full marks to Vengsarkar for going through the 
ordeal Ultimately the Doubting Thomases were 
silenced 

FinaUy a word of praise is due to Cri-ContrOl 
Board president M. Chinnaswamy for handling all 
problems that have cropped up since his assump¬ 
tion of office with tact and foresight thus snuffing 
out the sinister designs of some of our over-enthu¬ 
siastic Board officials who cannot see beyond their 
own noses ‘Chinna* as he is called by his colleagues 
has done well even to revise the tour contracts 
which have now been approved by the Cricketers’ 
Association of India. 

Let us now hope that the cricketers who 
embark on the arduous tour on October 24, will for¬ 
get all that has happened and keep the country’s 
flag flying high Down Under 


Printed and published by Khalid Ansar! for Inquilab Publications (Pvt.) Ltd at 
InquiMb Offset Printers, 156 D, J. Dadajee Road, Bomtay-W 034. Majnaipng Editor: 
sari. Associate Editor; Sharad Kotni 
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The dufeep Trophy 


West win again 



Chetan Cbauhan, North /.uiir's shed-anchor, sweeps 
Shivalkar (o the boundary 


W EST Zoite retained the Du- 
ieep Tropliy by virtue of 
their innings lead over North 
Zand in the four-day final at die 
Wu^ede •stadium in Bombay. 

The postponement of the match 
a day due to unseasonal show- 
era, the tension-cfaarged atmos¬ 
phere over the Gavaskar- inquiry 
issue, even though the Board had 
’’closed” the chapter and the im¬ 
pending selection for the tour of 
Australia all combined to weigh 
heavily on the minds of the play¬ 
ers, who all seemed bent upon, 
catching the selectors* eye, and 
quite naturally so. As a result, the 
matoh never rose to any great 
heights and petered out into a tame 
draw, which was not surprising 
considering the slow pace at which 
it progressed.,, 

When Madan Lai won the toss, 
in the absence of Bishan Bedi who 
was resting after an attack ut 
’flu’, he was obviously deceived b.v 
the condition of the wicket — m 
was he acting on the advice of 
some elders — and promptly told 
Gavaskar to bat, hoping to exploit 
the moisture beneath the surface, 
but the wicket rolled out into an 
easy-paced one. 

The West Zone batsmen found the 
wicket too slow lor stroke-making 
and as a result the first-day score 
of 224 for 2 failed to satisfy a 
crowd of about 2S,000 who had 
hoped for an exciting battle. 

it was a fru.strating day for the 
North Zone bowlers. But the plight 
was of ^heir own making, their 


fielders failing to hold catches at 
the most crucial stages. Among the 
lapses they', rued were the reprie¬ 
ves given to Dilip .'Vengsarkai 
when ne was on three and to Sunil 
Gavaskar before he had opened his 
account. Chetan Chauhan and the 
young wicketkeeper 'Ved Raj drop¬ 
ped them. And these two batsmen 
helped West Zone reach a position 
of strength on the first day. 

H the players showed extra can 


lion it was understandable. For one 
thing the pitch was slow, making 
struke-play difficult, and secondly 
the presence of the .selectors must 
have had its effect. 'Vengsarkar 
seemed to continue from where he 
had .left off at Ahmedabad. Aftkr 
a slow start he had begun to go for 
the runs when he was forced to 
retire with a bout of giddiness. 

Gava.skar was in good form. Any 
rnntinued on p 10 



The West Zoae team which retained the Oulcep Trnph) 
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Duleep 

Trophy 

final 


Pics: GOPAL 
BHAT 


MMlu Lai. North Zone cap¬ 
tain. la all amllea after win- 
nliu the toaa (top right 
. . but hit tmile faded 
•nan ni Ariiek Mankad (top) 
a^ Imlp Vangaarkar (right) 
hanuanrod cantnrtea for 
Watt Zone 
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Mohiader Amurnath hooki Oh«vri 
to the fence 


tiunil Gavaeker drivea handaomely to 
the rover boundary 
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Surtnder Ainariiath sweeps Shivalkar to the fence 


. shewe!d.8e«ot;’]i>|£|M«t for ' 

and , spin. H f's inninga ip^uded 
itome spar&iiag ttrMght-dtriooa diat 
screamed past the bowler. With 
* this performance he set at r^ all 
doubts about, liis technique, tem¬ 
perament and qualities as a bats¬ 
man. He often lifted the ball into 
the-vacant spaces in the field and 
packed a lot of punch into his 
strokes. His 137, coming in widee 
of his 175 at Abmedabad, fulijr 
established him as a leadinjf op«t- 
ing batsman. 

Chetan Chaidtan, another proli¬ 
fic- scorer in domestic cricket for 
a couple of seasons now, proved 
the sheet anchor of North Zone 
once again. While their star bats¬ 
men, came and went, promising 
much, while achieving little, Chau- 
ban’s 128 in nearly seven hours, 
kept North Zone in the fight. When 
North Zone had lost five wickets 
for 222 in reply to West's 482 for 
eight declared, the prospects of a 
follow-on loomed large, but he 
stood firm amidst the ruins and 
with able support from Rakesh 
Shukla carried the fight into the 
last day. 

If only, the earlier North bats¬ 
men — the Amarnath brothers and 
young Yashoal had batted with 4 
little caution, rhere would heve 
been a different tale to tell. Ulti¬ 
mately the ■ North Zone innings 
ended at 324 and the rest of the 
match was little more than a farce. 

- SHARAD KOTNIS 


from p 7 

iipposiiion which give.s him an 
early life lives to rue their fate. 
He looked good tor his fourth cen¬ 
tury in the competition when he 
was trapped leg betore by Madan 
Lai’s late swing. There were two 
blemishe.s in his 247-minute innings 
of 89 which contained 12 fours. 

On- the second day North were 
.sent on a leather hunt hy A.shok 
Mankad, Karsan Ghavri and Dilip 
Vengsarkar. Ghavri was in an ad¬ 
venturous mood and carted the 
bowling to all par... of riu- tieid. 

Mankad. the most prolific scorer 
in dome-stic cricket, but still on 
triai’for .i middle-order Test herih, 
blasted 12- before he retired with 
exhapstido Vengsarkar, resuming 
at the fall of Ghavri's wicket. 



Ashok Mankad square cuts Goei tot tout runs 
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THE ART OF CRIGKET 




Captaincy 

T here are captains wbo over¬ 
work their fast bowlers at the 
stm of play and ruin them for the 
d^. Othm take them off by the 
clock even though meeting withnuc- 
cess. It is a great mistake to tire a 
fast bowler out in one long spell. He 
seldom recaptures his sip that day. 
the only time it is justified is 
when the captain feels he has a 
major prise within his grasp if he 
' can push home an early advantage 
and is willing to risk using his 
bowlmr right up. 


will help later batsmen. Ho cap¬ 
tain has so much knowledge that 
he cannot profit by listening to 
others, and he is a wise man who 
will consult senior colleagues occa¬ 
sionally. The wicketkeeper in parti¬ 
cular is often in a portion to pass 
on valuable hints. 

There are so many ways in which 
a captain must be constantly think¬ 
ing—^Whether the field placing is 


of theh caps to realiM vrhich 
was batting. 

Maybe the playing conditions in 
the reflective countries have smne- 
thing to do with it but in tttjf view 
the major factor is coachhig. 

Most Englishmen are coached 
from an early age. Not only &at 
but die coach is very often an ex- 
professional who played far his 
county over a long period and in 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


Reasonably quick bowling chan¬ 
ges are normally sound policy. Any 
mange at all may cause the bats¬ 
man to tall into error just because 
of die difference in pace, flight, 
etc. — not necessarily because the 
change bowls any better. 

One of the greatest arts of cap¬ 
taincy it in being able to antici¬ 
pate a batsman’s weak spot. How 
often do we see a player spoon the 
ball in a certain place and im¬ 
mediately a fieldsman is placed 
there. Seldom does a second chance 
occur because the batsman hjss 
been warned. 

If ony the captain could sense 
it coming and have his fieldsman 
there the first time. 

I cannot overemphasise the im¬ 
portance of field placing in cap¬ 
taincy. When a bowler is a fully 
experienced international with a 
set type of field he may not need 
any help, but for a young bowler 
just entering big cricket, nothing 
can ruin him quicker than bad field 
placing which enables fours to be 
hit at random. The bowler becomes 
demoralised — thinks he is no 
good and loses all confidence. 

An intelligent captain who will 
give him a sensible protective field 
and save him from punishment, 
who will advise him and know just 
how and when to use him, can do 
much towards deciding his future 
career. 

At all times the captain should 
set the pattern, take his team into 
his confidence and let them know 
where they are going. 


just right. Whether the bowler 
needs a spell. Whether the pitch 
calls for a different type of bowler. 

There is virtually no end to the 
problems. 

How right was Sif Frederick 
Toone when he said, “Cricket is a 
science, the study of a lifetime, in 
which you may exhaust yourself 
but never your subject.” 

I don’t know any game which 
entails such a severe and prolonged 
strain on the skipper, but, like the 
master of a ship, he must exer¬ 
cise control and accept the 
responsibility. 

Coaching 

When the 1952/53 South African 
team came to Australia, I went to 
see them play for the first time in 
Adelaide. At the end of the match 
someone asked me what 1 thought 
of their batting and 1 replied, “!f 
1 had not known they were South 
Africans 1 would have thought it 
was an English team, their styles 
are so similai.” 

This is due to the great influ¬ 
ence of English coaches in South 
Africa. 

There is no doubt that Austra¬ 
lians as a whole are more indivi¬ 
dualistic and original in their bat¬ 
ting styles. 

Watching a Test match between 
England and Australia an experi¬ 
enced observer would not need to 
know the players or see the colour 


turn was coached at the start of 
his career. 

Australians, by cumparison, re¬ 
ceive very little coaching. Wlten 
they do, particularly at the club 
level, the coach is frequently one 
of the team. He is possibly a bat^ 
man who received no coaching him¬ 
self as a boy. 

Inevitably this lack of coaching 
means that players dievelop along 
more natural but less orthodox 
lines. Thq coaching which does take 
place is directed raffier more to¬ 
wards what to do with the bMl 
than how to do it. There is not so 
much insistence on the left elbow 
forward or the straight back lift 
in batting. 

Regrettably in a large propor¬ 
tion of schools there is often no 
coach or sports-master who has 
any special knowledge, and his 
assistance to the boys can only he 
of a general charaner. 

Recently very strenuous efforts 
have, been made by the major Aus¬ 
tralian associations to improve this 
state of affairs. The use of films 
for instructional purposes, the hold¬ 
ing of clinics for schoolboys, the 
organisation of schoolboy com¬ 
petitions and Such like are being 
encouraged and this is good, but 
the effects cannot be apparent 
immediately. 

Professional cricket as practised 
in England has never existed in 
Australia. There has not been 
enough cricket to sustain it. 

Publishers: Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 


1 knew one capain who would 
sit in a corner of the dressing-room 
and refuse to watefa/bis teem bat- 
ting. How he was able to intelli¬ 
gently direct his batting from such 
a position, I don’t know. It is the 
sort of attitucte which stems from 
' a stqpid childidi superstition. 

A discussion between a captain 
and hk men during the progress 
of play can often prove helpful. 
The bowler’s strategy may be pin- 
, potaited or ideas put forward which 
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goes a long, long way. 
So little cream, so much lather. Now shave with 
Camlin--economically. Every morning. 
This is ths proof of oconomy 
Of course you know what this simple test proves.^ 
You can get a lot more shaving comfort out of a 
Camlln Shaving Cream tube. Its profuse and^ 
stable lather makes sure you don't have to use any¬ 
more of the cream than is strictly necessary,! 




RAININJOINTS BACKACHE 

Heat Action for Quick lioHet 

Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or apply 
the litjuid liniment. The powerful 
ingredienta penetrate deep, generate 
heat and increase blood circulation 
—to relieve pam. fast. 

Won't stain clothes' 

Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments, Sloan's Balm and Sloan's 
Liniment are non-greasy. non-stammg. 
Keep always handy. _ 

SLOANS 

BALM& 


SPRAINS 



Same fOmnila 
in hivo forms 
to choose from. 




from the makers at Camlln Shampoo 


Mora than 170 Shaves 
For only Rs. 5,60 
(Taxae extra) 
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the Dyiee|» ^ ‘ 


Smwy day in 


F ^W mild Imv* «titert«ifi«d miy 
doubt! idMttt the outcome of 
llie l>ulefmr Tropiur Mtnidiiial ot 
AhmieitelMH. Holmnr! West Zoee 
Ipelmd so Mning mpeoer jsod Cen> 
tr«rt ratdtnves so Umtted. ‘1f sap- 
ene bed bpiied sgaion hope it wu 
tfideklp sootchod • little befim the 
steit '^en Cisvasker won die teas. 

On a wicket that was proof 
aiaiiist me j^ortous uncertatatiet 
or dijcket and ai^nst a mediotTe 
attack. West enjoyed themselves. 
They piled vp.285 for two by the 
close of the first day and reached 
the point of satiety at 4fi7 for six 
about an hour before the close on 
the second. The rest was a forma* 
lily and might have gone unnoticed 
but for the controversy caused by 
the new experimental law regard¬ 
ing the over-rate. 

Yet, there was one man who 
threatened to give West Zone at 
Umt a few jolts. He was that in¬ 
defatigable and resourceful sea- 
mer, Kailasb Gattani. In his second 
over, he clipped Anshuman Caek- 
wad’s off bail with one that shot 
through the gap between bat and 
pad. If he failed to cause further 
dents it was because Gavaskar, who 
came in at No. 3, was more than 
a match for him. 

With his superb ability to cope 
with the unexpected, which makes 
him a class apart, Gavaskar took 
upon himself the task of blunting 
.Central’s main weapon. And once 


Gattani was rested after a fine 
wning qietl of 12-3-224. West 
Zone had little ta worry about. 
Gaveakar pre caad a d to compile a 
aciatlHating, chanealess Ifip, off 
277 balls, and inchsdlnfi os many 
as 2S fovM. 

As it turnad out, Gavaakar's in¬ 
nings was tha only bigblifiht of a 
ratter ona>sided match. Vengsorkar 
made 175 uid there were others 
who ebmplled half-centuries but ail 
these mifed into insignificance be¬ 
fore G a T a s k a r’s command 
performance. 

Undeterred by the Board inouiry 
that hung like the swotd of Damo¬ 
cles above him, Gavadkar produced 
strokes of rare beauty and trbated 
all the bowlers alike. A pity barely 
5,000 turned up at the Sordar 
Patel Stadium on the opening day. 
This waa an innings Anmediumdis 
could have cherished for a long 
time. The way he waa going Gavas¬ 
kar seemed certain to eclipse Ajit 
Wadekar’s record for the highest 
score in the competition. It was not 
to be. He feU one short at Baroda 
last year. This time his first mis¬ 
take cost him his wicket as he 
failed to koep thg ball down white 
trying to edt Sharma. 

While “Sunny^lid|j|tt a joy to be¬ 
hold, VeMptarkfipli^niost insuf- 
tersble. HeVluSdlwon and on for 
over ninehours. Like a hermit, he 
denied bliteelf. He could actually 



OUip Venfisarfcar sfiuare emU h the,fence Pics: Shanti Shah 
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Sunil Gavaricar . . . sweepe 
in fine riyle 


. have let himself go against a spin 
attack that lacked bite — the sec¬ 
ond new ball was taken only after 
.114 overs. When on eight, Gulrez 
stopped a hot, low return catch and 
twice’Gattani beat him all ends up 
without getting a touch. Neither 
tttese narrow escapes nor the juicy 
offerings of the spinners cOuid 
tempt him into hitting the bait with 
the power he is known for. How¬ 
ever, it is perhaps untair to decry 
Vengsarkar. With his talent iail- 
ing to gain him due reco|piitian, 
he had no other go but to impress 
the selectors with a big score. In¬ 
deed, his perseverance in attaining 
this objective was commendable. 

After what one had had to en¬ 
dure from Vengsarkar, Vijay Te- 
iang's effort for Central Zone came 
like a whiff of fresh air. The 
stocky Vidarbha opener played a 
typically explosive innings of 77, 
off just 92 balls, and’ including 14 
fours. Telang revelled against the 
medium-pacers and smacked any¬ 
thing pitched up to him. The faster 
Ghavri tried to bowl, the hardei 
Teiang drove. Here’s a guwy ope¬ 
ner who is not afraid of pace nor 
cares for a bowler’s reputation. 

Surprisingly, nobody tested him 
with balls curled away from the 
bat.'* As .a lefthander, Ghavri could 
so easily have done that. And for 
one who can drive the quickies so 
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i dari^jr, Wis ntMtc- «ihf 

subinj^ve -Mg^iiat the apinitertt 
f antf ^i^sbed under rather tragic 
^drcumataacefi. He waa bowled off 
the pads while trying to sweep a 
Parsana delivery piliciied well out¬ 
side the legstump. 

Telang, however, had given Cen¬ 
tral Zone a great start. When 
Sharma entered at 105 for two 
there was every reason to believe 
tiiat Central would make a fi^t 
of it. Instead, one witnessed a 
collapse. With Shartna’s departure, 
the middle simply caved in. 

Sharma made only one before 
attempting a forcing shot to the 
off and being bowled by a JadeJa 
delivery that came in. It was cer¬ 
tainly not an unplayable delivery 
but Sharma had not positioned 
himself properly. Since Central 
relied heavily on Sharma,-his de¬ 
parture came as a blow from Which 
they never recovered. 

Once Central crashed for 213, the 
only talking -point in the match 
was the 72 runs penalty imposed 
on West Zone for bowling nine 
overs short of the stipulated aver¬ 
age of 17.5 overs per hour. While 
Gavaskar made no special efforts to 
step up the over-rate — he didn't 
even seem to be aware of the ex¬ 
perimental law for the most part— 
there can be no gainsaying the faf:t 
that a lot of time was lost due to 
interruptions from spectators and 
the need to replace balls that had 
gone out of shape. 

Since there was np allowance for 
these and other interruptions, 
which were not due to any lapse 
on the pan of the fielding side, the 
experimental law clearly looked 
lopsided. And the penalty of eight 
runs per over short is certainly 
stiff for no side scores at such a 



Vijay Telang . . . gave Cen¬ 
tral a great start 


rate. Why, in the Ranji Trophy, an 
average of four per over is enough 
to gain a bonus point! 

Perhaps, the issue can be dis¬ 
cussed at greater length once all 
the pother about Bedi and Gavas¬ 
kar IS done with and the selection 
of the team for Australia finalised. 

— SW Correspondent 



Anabaman Gaekwad is bowled by Galtani 
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L ooking iit, but unfit 

to TImKwm South 2one's 
playorh most of urbom bod ju»t 
COBW nere from the ricorous 
MedrM camp for die Duleep Tro< 
pfay •emi'flDel ageinct North Zone 
WM romped tbroiiih to die final 
with a tmir-outright victoty. 

Noilbt actually won on the first 
faudofi Iwod of 159 (43S276) with 
Soutfa Zone cndinc the final day on 
183 for eight alter having been 
luBt to get 389 nma for ttictmry in 
IZI ndautes ai^ 311 numdatory 
OMra. Nortii were all oof for 229 
la dieir second knock. 

It was the pm'formance of the 
Masoned stars and any newcomers 


reference and his stand of 57 for 
die last wicket with Ralinder Goel 
to boot, took North to a score of 
435 — a score not at all big for 
South to get with their strong bat¬ 
ting array, but enough to force 
them into a lot of caution and put 
them under pressure. 

South Zone’s opening attack of 
Abid Ati and Jyothi Prasad did 
nothing much although the ever- 
fit Abid did show that he had a lot 
of skill still left in him with some 
good deliveries which beat the 
batsmen. And then we saw Saudi’s 
famed and reputed spin trio of 
Prasanna, Venkataragnavan and 
Chandrasekhar prove so ineffective 




that one wondered whether dsev 
were someone etee in ditguiaei 

One cannot always be talcing 
wickets, but these three bowled n* 
ther badly not keepit^ their Une 
and length most of the time and 
North’s (Mtsmen made merry. 

Even with Viswanath and Kri- 
jesb Patel failing to come off and 
Abid flattering to deceive, Smrth 
made a gallant figb^back ibrou^ 
the Tamil Nadu duo of Sivaranm- 
krishnan and Srinivnaan, the left¬ 
hander hitting a fine 74 before 
io^g his head and his wicket. He 


Madan Lai hammers Prasanna to the boiuidiary 


continued on p 17 


which was the main interest in this 
match which was watched through¬ 
out the four days by three of the 
National Selectors — Chairman 
Ghorpade, Dattu Phadkar and new 
entrant in this field the shrewd 
M. L. Jaisimha of Hyderabad. 

Many of the top players, special¬ 
ly frenn the South flopped, the 
camp probably taking a heavy toll 
physically and what they needed 
was a lot of rest than a tussle of 
this calibre. 

And Bishan Bedi made things 
worse for them by winning the 
toas on a peach of a batting wicket 
on which Siurinder Amarnath con- 
flrmed his brilliance with a fine 
century and debutant Yashpal 
Sbarma, the 23.year.old lad from 
LvufiiianB also distinguishing him 
self with a score of 173 — the 
highest ever for North Stone. 

Ya^pal’s long innin|(s which 
must have surely put his name ;r 
the eelectora* notebook for future 



Kirmani leg before to Mohinder . . . Hie start of a rout. 
Pics: Bangalmre Newt nietoc 
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Women find them irresistible 
—ask any man! 

I 0~j Modi Rayon & Silk Wills 
i I Modinagar U P. 


ProcMsad in technical Collaboration wi^ HEPAIIUC, Switearland 
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fro» p IS . 

liiiilrad Witte 'tot «• if to hit 8e4i 
.out of 4i« fiSMihd «n«l wn ftunped. 

tent SriaiVMMii freih from . « 
stint in the Lsncubire Leegue 
staked a strong claim for the trip 
‘3>dwn Under with a magnificent 
; unbeaten 112. This lad has a very 
positive' and attacking approach to 
^a gamie and is guide on his feet. 
And most important of all he is 
not at all afraid of bouncers. He’s 
got what I would term as an 
wogant hook’ which tells the 
bowlers ’Come on you gujrs pitch 
. them shenrt again and I’H send ’em 
m the ropes once mwe’. 

Srinivassn’s innings, however 
svent in vain for South oraahed 
for 276 all out from ZS6 for five 
buckling under a senutional Mo* 
hindor Amamath spell which fetch* 
ed him six wickets off 25 balls and 
he gave away just two runs. Mohin* 
der began by breaking a threaten* 
tng partnership between Srinivasan 
and Narasimha Rao who played a 
very fine knock and then in one 
over he sent bac^ Kirmani, Jyoii 
Prasad and Venkataraghavan, just 
missing the hat-trick. 

Two overs followed with a wic¬ 
ket in each and that was practical* 
ly the end of the match, for even 
though North lost four wickets for 
116 at stumps on the third day 
including that of .Surinder Amar- 
nath, there was no life in the 
pitch nor was there time enough 
for South to force a victory. 

They did cause a flutter with 
Prasanna bowling .superbly on the 
final day but Madanlal (76 not out) 
and Bishan Bedi with a 60-run last- 
wicket stand shattered their hopes, 
if hopes were there indeed, of a 
possible South victory. 

And then South's batting crum¬ 
bled again, except for a real su¬ 
perb knock of 76 by Viswanaih 
who hit 10 scintillating fours and 
it was the generosity of Bishan 
Bedi who did not bowl at all in the 
second innings even with South’s 
Kore at 110 for seven at one stage, 
diat Mved them from the humilia¬ 
tion of an outright defeat. 

The match, however, brought out 
some promising youngst4Hrs. Apart 
from Yashpal and Srinivasan, 
North's Kapil Dev and wicketkee¬ 
per Vedraj stood out. Kapil used 
die bouncer most intelligently and 
should bowl pretty well on more 
responsible pitches, while young 
'Vedraj diows every promise of 
dpaniag India’s cap in the near 
future. 

Hyderabad's Narasimha Rao and 
.teroti Prasad did not glick as well 
aia one expected them, but these 
youngsters have the talent and 
have done enough to be persisted 
with. Yashpal displayed good 
technique and ice-cool tempera 
mant and it remains to be seen 
how this lad fares on pitches that 

e ve a little more help to the 
twlers. 

R. ARVINDAM 



T. K. Srinivasan, South's top scorer, drives. Below: Siva- 
camakrishnan stumped Vedraj bowled Bedi 
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CATHA^r RICIFiC 

now dialks out the great iKw escape route. 

TbPenang. 


Lush, dreamy Penang has a quiet and Sunday from Hong Kong, 
charm all ite own. wid every Monday, Tuesday and 

Surprisingly akin to the traditional Thursday from Singapore. We know 
Charm of Cathay Pacific’s Right you'll like this new way to one 

Hostesses from all over Asia. of the most exciting quiet pimres 

To this green and gentle island of in rte world. 

Malaysia. Cathay Pacific will fly Come, let’s flee, 
you every Monday, Wednesday 

IfongKimg*Peiiang*Singapore thrice a week. 

CATHAY PACIFIC ^ " 

The Swtit Group 


The Swire Group 


•iiM't.es.aiiwtr'M 


. »pojtTswEfeK, 




Sad exit for a hero 



Pefe ia carried off the field Cosmos and Santos matea 


Soccer talk-In 

T he werld’a goodbye to Fete 
waa not 00 imidh a football 
matcte more aa owFowering pub¬ 
lic relatioaa rentnre into the moat 
popular game in the universe. 

That ia not to tay it wasn’t a 
groat soccer occasion. It wm; but 
ft Jacked any purity of feeling. 

Som^ow it an Jarred a little; 
aomedring was, not guite right. 
Fete'ft amotion was genuine, but 
you felt that most of the crowd of 
75^000 had no real appreciation of 
vrhat they were witnessing. 

When heavy rain started falling 
in the aaoond4iatf, the crowd binan 
loaviag and the announcer plead^: 
"Stay in your seats, folks, for the 
Anal big salute to Pete. Please 
stay in your seats.” 

Such an appeal would not have 
been necessary ia Brazil. Pete, and 
his immediate family and friends, 
were the only ones to shed tears 
at his going. 

Warner Communications, the 
people who own New York Cosmos, 
and have offered Pete a further 
two million dollars to continue to 
work for them in public relations, 
spared no expense in bringing the 
great and the almost great to the 
giant stadium in New Jersey on 
Saturday. 

The President’s son, Jeff Carter, 
was there paying tribute in a Plains 
accent, to “Pay.Tey.” So was Henry 
Klsainw, Robert Redfordi Moham. 
mad All, Barbra Streisand and 
Mick Jagger — escorting an attrac¬ 
tive woman wearing a silver leme 
Jump-suit—and our own Bobby 
Mooro, who could lake over cs 
manager of Tampa Bay Rowdies. 

It was one of those tinselted 
occasions the Americans do to 
well. Sadly, the match itself did not 
live up to the occasion. Cosmos 


tired after a long tour, beat Pete’s 
old club, Santos, 2-1 —• but much 
of the football was painful to 
watch. 

Of course, tibere %vere moments 
of magic from the oldm^ hands like 
Carlos Alberto ap# Franz Becken¬ 
bauer: but, Hniiwin’ the greatest 
contribution te mo spoctacte came 
from Pete himself. After 42 minu¬ 
tes and 26 seconds of the first half 
— the Cosmos are magnificently 
precise in the match analysis they 
distribute to the media -> Polo 
rifted a 30-yard free kick into the 
Santos not. 

"Pete’s I28[lst goal in 1363 


games,” shrilled the excited 
announcer. 

Pete has been the single most 
important influence on U.S. soMcr. 
Now he has gone, and Warner are 
digging into their finances to re¬ 
place him with Johann Cruyff. 

But no one replaces Pete. It was 
a shaane, 1 feel, that his final game 
had to be played on such a ritzy 
and numufactured stage. 

There is. of course, another way 
of looking at it If soccer, American 
style, continues to progress — 
watch out! They don’t mess around. 

Meanwhile, farewell Polo! And 
thank you! 

— MICHAEL HAET 


From twilight to moonshine ... 


r^HE more Pete tried, the more 
^ New York Cosmos and Warner 
Communications liked it. 

Warners own Pete body and 
,souL And now the body is unable 
to reproduce die old nmjesty, they 
are "as sure as bell” going to make 
good uee of his soul. 

After all, when the contracts are 
seen through and the bills paid, it 
will have cost them something in 
the region of six million dollars. 

I do not doubt the great man's 
pain *t his formal leaving of the 
game in the Giants StedTum in 
' Sleadowtends, New Jersey, test 
week. 

But it has to be said diat the 
teavlag was wrapped in tinsel and 
plastic emotion. Every tear drop— 
and there wort many — was eager¬ 


ly recorded and within minutes the 
world’s press were being fed all 
the intimate emotioaal titMts. 

"You may like to know, gentle¬ 
men,” said one glowing PR man. 
"that for some minutes after the 
final farewell we secreted Pete and 
his wife Rose in the men’s restroom 
(toilet). He was in a state of com¬ 
plete emotional breakdown.” 

Roberta Flack was hired to sing 
“Star Spangled Banner.” Muham¬ 
mad Alt marched around the sta¬ 
dium and he was crying too. 
(“Nice touch, Champ, nica touch”). 

After the game, Fete confirmed; 
“Part of me died this idternoon.” 
He’d better be careful. According 
to most records Hils is, in fact, his 
third farewell, though this one 
could be said to be expensively 
official. 


What happens to the old game 
now that the Americans are throw¬ 
ing behind the legend of Pete all 
the marketing flair of Madison 
Avenue and Hollywood? It’s a wide 
and somewhat disturbing question. 

What Is certain is that it will be 
some way from the simple affair 
which Pete himself used to play — 
as his old black coach De Brito re¬ 
called in New York, last weekend;- 


“Pete" said I>e Brito, “was a gift 
of God to the game. He would play 
three times a day and then when 
the moon was bright enoupi he 
would play ia the evening again. 


Nice touch, Dc Brito. 


We can 
moonshine. 


use some of that 
-JAME^ LAWTON 
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‘Tm going to be 
amother Pete!” 



saysRaitt. 


I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see ! 

I practise four hours every day. 
And 1 drink my Horlicks 
twice a day. Mummy says 
it will make me grow up 
strong and healthy. 

A real champ. 

One day, you’ll want 
my autograph!” 




Boxing 


Ali’s time is up 


Aii the cleitni . . . BMJceit a 
face aa he helds 
ffliaverc cloae 


UHAMMAD ALI, the heavy* 
weight champion of the 
world, got the dectnon in New 
York’s Sfadison Square Garden. 

But Midiammad the miracle wor* 
kert iBoo who knows no rules, 
who can lay waste a man’s mind as 
easily as his body, has just about 
died. 

It took him an hour to face die 
world after the mauling tw Earnie 
Shavers — and most of that hour 
was spent in a hudied, dark 
dressing-room. 

He asked that they switch off the 
lights because his eyes hurt and he 
didn’t like the look of the expres¬ 
sions on their faces. 

Nor did he want to hear the 
words of his doctor Ferdy Pacheco. 
Ali heard him murmuring: “It’s 
time for us to go, to leave. It’s not 
only that muscles and bones get 
hurt it’s organs, it’s your liver, 
your bowds.” 

For Ali the message could not 
be clearer. It goes beyond the jeers 
which greeted his victory. It goes 
beyond the knowledge that his ta¬ 
lent is now just a tattered remnant 
of that old, gleaming robe. 

It is the feeling that his image, 
that his meaning to people who 
want to pay him vast amounts of 
money to promote his name might 
be done irreparable damage if he 
goes into the ring again — even 
against the current non-entity Jerry 
Coetsee from Johannesburg. 

Ali seems to know as much. Last 
week he looked considerably less 
pretty than usual. His habit of 
combing his hair relentlessly al¬ 
ways amusing, seemed almost sad. 

And as one of his fiercest cri¬ 
tics, who scored the fight 8-7 for 
Shavers, pointed out savagely in 
New York’s biggest newspaper: 
“Time was when be did it with 
quick hands and quick feet. Now 
he does it with ' his most under¬ 
rated talent — his ability to take 
‘ a good shot.” 

Ali says: “I do want to go out 
the greatest but I took some pun¬ 
ches last week that must have jar¬ 
red my kinfolks back in Africa. 

*Tn those last three minutes a 
hundred things went through my 
m(nd. These three minutes mean 
travelling the world, wearing a 
neclRle, carrying a briefcase, dmng 
lecture^ malting movies, sitting in 
coffee shops and signing autogrimhs 
and Als man is foing to take it 
all away from me? 

"You saw' the greatness of me 



then but I don’t know if 1 can do 
that again.” 

It’s true that in the last minute 
of that last round Ali reached out 
to the height of his nobility and 
class as a fighter and perham the 
greatest champion we shall ever 
see. 

He says: "Maybe it's time for me 
to join the greata in'the memory 
of your writers. 1 don’t want to 
mess around with that memory. 
It’s time for the young kids to 
m^e new heroes.” 


“Even though he is still the gfe«- 
test money earner in the hisuwy 
of sport.” 

Brenner added: “Like Joe Louis 
and Sugar Ray Robinson he’s 
beginning to walk a tii^trope and 
1 don’t want to sec him fall off.” 

The weight of sentiment for Ali’s 
retirement is growing. Cus 
D'Amato, the legendary old fl^i 
manager, said: “Anybody but Ali 
would have been knocked out.” 

Ali said Earnie Shavers would 
be the*next champion. U seemed 
almost Irrelevant, 


Ali received an impassioned plea 
from Madison Square Garden uresi- 
deitf Teddy Brenner, He said the 
Garden would never put out a con¬ 
tract for an Ali fight again —- 


Very soon it's going to he anoo 
ther lesser trial of strength. For 
Ali the time has come. 

— JAMES LAWTON 


No wings, no sting 


W HETHER Ali will reign su¬ 
preme for much longer is 
increasingly doubtfql. Ali, four 
months mort of showed clear 
signs that the final chapter in his 
illustrious caremr is hovering mena¬ 
cingly on die horison. 

Limp and exhausted in the dress¬ 
ing room immediately after the 
fil^t, Ali looked reat^ to quit. He 
suggested as much himself. This, 
he said, may be the last time he 
submits himself to such 
punishment. 

•Tm tired, man. I’m tired,” he 
said. “I talk a lot, 1 bum a lot of 
energy. I’ve been campaigning. I’ve 
been out meeting people, I’ve been 
walking the streets of Harlem talk¬ 
ing to wlneheadi at five in the 
morning. 

“I want to get out now. I’m tired 


of it alL I want to get out while 
I’m still the greatest of all time. I 
don’t need no money. I’ve got such 
a good name. 1 want to quit while 
I’m at die top. 

“1 might fight i«ain, I might 
not. If I decide to retire. I’ll an¬ 
nounce it when I’m ready. I can 
wait 12 months before I have to 
fight again. I can make movies, 
commercials, do exhibitions. I want 
to enjoy my title for another year 
before I decide.” 

Ali, remember, has announced 
his retirement before. This time I 
hope he decides to go, with dignity. 

Ali is still heavyweight champion 
of the world, but it is with sadness 
that I have to report that die 
butterfly has lost its wings, the bee 
has lost its sting. 

-- MICHAEL HART 
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Evwy put of Ittdio promlMs 
you a theuiand o>orloua 
.dalightt. Aceataibki within juat 
houn. By air. 

MOHTN 

Kulu. Vallay of tha Godt. of 
appta oicharda and of 
c^ourfui Outaara fastivdiea. 
Naaraat aiqwrt, Chandigarh. 
Kaahmir. With flaming 
ehinar treat and golden 
aunaata. Nearest airport, 
Srinagar. 

Mainltal. A delightful, quiel 
Idll.atMion set around a 
gmlalcs. Naaraat airport. 


•OUTH 

Mysore. With the Bandipur 
wildlife sanctuary Just 80 kms 
away. See the City Palace— 
a Hindu-Saracenie architectural 
> fantasy, Brindavan Gardens, 
parks and boulevards. Nearest 
airport. Bangalore. 

Periyar Lake and game 
sanctuary, where you can 
see soma of India’s finest 
species of wild life. Nearest 
airport, Trivandrum. 
Hyderabad, city of the 
world famous Salar Jung 
Museum, of Bidriwaie and 
Nirmai paintings. See the 
entire city sprwsd out beltsw 
you from atop the Chamrinar's 
mitMtets. Airport conveniently 
linked to tha rest of Itufia. 


EAST 

Calcutta has a vividly gay 
and festive air for Ourga 
Puja. A city of Victorian 
monuments. With an 
international airport. 

Darjeeling, a quiet hill station, 
offers delightful views of the 
Himalayas. Nearest airport, 
Bagdogra, also getaway point 
for Sikkim. 

Puri, home of Lord Jagannath 
and one of the finest sea 
beaches in eastern India. 
Nearest airport, Bhubaneswar, 
also getaway point for Konarak. 


WEST 

Gir. forest wildlife sanctuary 
in Guiarat. where you can 
View the untamed Indian 
lion. Nearest airport, 
Bhavnagar, is also the getaway 
to Palitana and Modhara 
Temples. 

Goa. a sun-drenched, palm- 
fringed beech paradise. With 
forts, cathedrals and ancient 
temples Airport, Debolim. 
AJanta and Efktra, tha cave 
wonders of India. Aurangabad, 
nearest airport. 

A abort flight from 
anywhore. 

Indian Airlinaa takes you 
everywhera. With a fast 
modam flaat and eeumiY- 
wide notwork. 

Your travoi agent will help 
you with an arrangomanta. 





Indian 


AirlincRS 
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Tripura buys and dii’la ramped 
taoaw with three team titles {girls 
under 12, boys under 12 and 18| 
in the Junior National Gymnastic 
ChamplMisliipa held in Chandi* 
garb. Punjab won the boys under 
16 and gl^ under 16 titles, while 
Haryana claimed the girls under 
18 title. ABOVE: Sanjivs^ Karan* 
dikar of Maharashtra who won the 
Individual ehampionship for 
girls undor 12 


M. Cbinnaswamy (eatreme left), honorary secretary, Karnataka State 
Cricket Association, was felicitated In Bangalme on his elevation to the 
post of the presideiit.of theCri-Conro! Board. Others in pic (from left); 
C, NagraJ (of the KSCA), Karnataka Oov^nor Govind Naratn 

and htji^oife^ ^ 

Mohinder dead - 

T WENTY-SIX YEAR old Indian ■■ 

hockey star, Mohinder Singh J 

Gill, who represented the country ' • 

in the Kuala Lumpur World Cup i . ^ 

in 1975 the Montreal Games in 1 I i 

1976 is no more. He died in Civil / } 

Hospital, Jutlundur on September I 7 

20 after short illness. If Sj||VB| 

Besides the World Cup and the f f 'wr O^F 

Olympic Games, Mohinder was a t' ■ Vi 

member of the Indian team to the 4 „ . , . Wj 

Asian Games in Bangkok in 1970 JjjjB njn 

as a reserve. 

Born in a poor scheduled caste . Jr .. 

family of Nakodar in Jullundur *«,waaBap 

District he was working with the ' ' 

Punjab Police (Jullundur) os a - «« 

sub-inspector. 

-- AVINAb'H SINGH Mohinder SinUi Gill 




Kerala 
S. C 
clinch 
Fulchand 
trophy 


Salii^ captain of Kerala $. reviving 
the Fnlcband tropbp from K. S. Nabar. 
Ohritioml Supmntemient, Western 
Railway, Rajkot 


S u ii a s Kambli, 
the men's singles 
whiner in ttie My¬ 
sore Association 
Open Carrom 
toumament, re- 


cahring hla prise 
froarkhalM An- 
sari. m>RTS- 
WEEiCs Manat' 
ing Editor in 
Bombay 







Kerala Sports from Ahmedahad 
clinched the Futehand Tr^ithy 
Football Tournament at the Raii- 
way Institute ground, Rajkot 
recently. 

The premier tournament in these 
parts saw the Ahmedabad teams 
take promineace. In an all-Ahme- 
dabad final, Kerala clipped State 
Reserve police Group II 20. The 
goals came from their dediing 
opportunist T. K. Unni. In the 
semi-finals, SRP had thrashed State 
BanK also from Ahmedabad, SO 
Aid Kerala sWamped Tata Cbenri- 
cals (Mitbapur) llO. Huge crowds 
witnessed this tournament which 
was open to all teams from Gu¬ 
jarat. But the running of the tour¬ 
nament was debatable as 'die 
organisers had not even bothered^ 
to get sanction from die Gujaret' 
State Football Association whioi is 
a must. The State body could have 
placed e ban but, for whatever rea¬ 
son, thay did not. 


The working of State soccer was 
dealt with another blow with the 
exit of Remnik Lakhani, a business¬ 
man from Tanzania, who has deci¬ 
ded to return after a stay of over 
seven years. Lakhani was member 
of the Tanzanian Referees Associa¬ 
tion. As secretary of the Rajkot Dis¬ 
trict PA he put die unit on its feet. 
He was also the joint secretary of 
the GCFA. A popular figure in Sau- 
rashtra sports world he was also 
the president of the Rajkot Dis¬ 
trict Table Tennis Association and 
secretary of the Rajkot District 
Badminton Association. He has re¬ 
signed from all the posts. 




r'!:/ 




Matunga Gymkhana 'B', represented by 
(from left) V. K. Paranjpe, Nalin Patel, 
M. S. Ananth and V. D. Ajmera, wen the 
Bombay Billiards League 1977 


Amravatl T. T. 


Read effice accountant C. V. Vardekar, 
the winner, plmring chief engineer Jimmy 
Miatry in die nnel of the London Pilsner 
■Unual table tennis tournament for die 
Mebroo Irmd Cup in Bonrfiay 


The Manibai High School bo.y.<i 
beat Biyani College 3-0 in the Anal 
of the Amravati District Autumn 
meet table tennis tournament. 

V.M.V. won he girK Anal by 


three matches to two. Three Takal- 
kar sisters figured in the final. 
Suh-junior Harsba took the first 
game from her elder sister Ran- 
jana of V.M.V. Smita made it 2-all 
when she beat Kalpana Hole. 


Bankers* sjports 

Bapu Nadkarni underlined the 
need for a radical change in ap¬ 
proach of the present generation 
of cricketers to the game. /He 
was p r e s i d i n'g over the prize 
distrioutioB function of Bonkers* 
S. C.. Nagpur. 
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EAST 


Zwutl round-up 



Kalpa Ranjan Goga! of the 
College of Agriculture. Jor- 
bat was adjudged the ''Juti* 
lor Mr. Assam” recently 


Shubhra Bose 
(cOntre) wdUi her 
two sisteni, Muktl 
<riid>t) and Sttktj 



Volleyball player retires 


S HUBHRA BOSE, one of the 
leading women's volleyball 
player of West Bengal announced 
her retirement recently. 

Former Bengal captain Shubhra 
Bose has played seven times at the 
National Volleyball Championship 
for West Bengal. She first played 
at the Nationals in 1967-68 at Cal¬ 
cutta. In 6970 and 70 71 she was 
captain of W. Bengal at Udipur and 
Gauhati, respectively. 


Shubhra is the Brst girl from W. 
Bengal, who played for India in 
1969-70 against Ceylon at the Cal¬ 
cutta and Oalmia Nagar Tests. Bose 
played ior W. Bengal School team 
in 1967. She also played for Cal¬ 
cutta Uniwsrslty side in 1972-73 
and 197^74. 

Bote, an Arts graduate of the 
Calcutta University is servicing In 
the Incofie-tax department. 

— NIRMAU KUMAR SAHA 


Calcutta S. J. awards 



Soumen Ganguli receiving the best t 
player award from Prabir Mitra of the 
W.B.T.T.A. BELOW: Dipti Mullick, the 
best volleyball player, receiving her award 
from Ashoke Ghosh of the W.B.V.A. 





A ra^e of hiohly-efficient, 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year. { 
Available in many designs 
end shades. 

camlin 

PENS 

JOTTEft BALL PENS 
fir REFILLS 
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/umne/ 

Vukon■ 

the 67*/. Polyester/ 

33% Viscose suitings 
that'combine anti-crease 
convenience with the 
comfort and coolness of 
2x2 cotton. 

Yukon— 
for a luxurious 
drape. Available in the 
popular safari range 
of colours Unbearable' 


vuNon/umner 

fROM 

TATA MILLS 




















L-by JIMMY MEHTA-J 


but for Jbe twolfth he it at the 
mercy ore defective error. 

PROBLEM in (of last week). 

Did you mechanically leiui your 
partner’s suit or try tometfains 
exotic iUce the club King? If so, 
you would not have been happy 
about the outcome. The fuU hand: 

A J X 

X X 


PROBLEM U (of last week). 

T his one is eaty. All South has to 
do is to deny dumn^ the extra 
entry needed for establishing and 
enjc^ng spades. South mutt -e- 
fuse to cover the heart Queen, but 
cover die "five spot”. 

Tbe full band: 

A 8 6 5 3 2 

I 8 7 2 
8 7 


(N) 


nil 


Q J 9 7 

A 10 9 8 7 6 2 

Q 5 

A 10 3 

(W) 

(E) 6 54 

6 S 2 

(S) 

A K 4 3 


K 10 4 

K 4 3 



K 0 J 

Q J 10 9 



XXX 

A 10 X 
A 10 9 X X 
K X 


KQ Jxx 

XXX 

XXX 


K Q 10 X X 

XXX 

nil 

A Q J X X 

A trump lead is the only one to 
defeat tbe contract. Playing against 
Tibrewala’s team at a recent en> 
counter, Sharad Mhatre earned a 
useful swing for his side with the 
trump lead which bis counterpart 
was unable to find. 


Did you reach a grand-slam on 
last week’s bidding hand? It is cold 
in no-trumps, Spades or Diamonds, 

S et curiously enough at tbe Bom- 
ay C.C.I. Round Robin recently, 
several good pairs languishfd in a 
game. 

This hand proved a stumbling 
block at the Bombay Contract 
Bridge Association Annual Mixed 
Team-of-Four event: 


If South mechanically covers the 
heart Queen dummy is entered via 
the heart 5 with declarer’s care¬ 
fully preserved trey. 

If South covers neither the 
Queen nor the five, declarer is left 
conveniently on the table where 
he wants to be. 

If South makes either of these 
mistakes, declarer not onto takes 
the obvious twelve tricks after ruf¬ 
fing out South’s King of spades, 
<but inflicts a minor suit squeeze 
on him to add insult to injury in 
taking all thirteen tricks. 

(With apologies to British Bridge 
World and Howard Cohen). The en¬ 
lightened reader has noted that 
though Swth has only ten tricks 
on top he can squeeze qut an 
eleventh even against best defence. 


K Q 
A X X 
A Q X X X 
AQ J 

(N) 

(S) 

A X X 
Q 10 X X 
10 X X 
K X X 

The correct contract on these 
cards is, of course, a prosaic 
"3 NT”, but a number of pairs were 
carried away by tbe combined 
point count of thirty-one, the five- 
card suit and the excellent controls 
to reach a poor slam in either dia¬ 
monds or no trumps 
At first blush the contract ap¬ 
pears to need a miracle in one of 


How much do you know? 


1. In an international wrestling 
competition can two competi¬ 
tors from the same country 
meet in the first round? 

2. To resist an opponent can a 
hockey player use the foot or 
leg to support the stick? 

3. In football, can a goal be sewed 
direct from a throw-in? 


4. What is a stalemate in chess? 

.t Who commences the competK 
tion in weightlifting? 

6 A boxer with poor sight enters 
the ring wearing contact lenses. 
Is it allowed? 

7 If the referee in billiards has 
failed to observe any tncident, 


the rad suits like a doubleton Kiiw 
and Knave of diamonds on tbe lafl 
or a aiiigleton King of hearts aeme- 
wbere plus some luck in 
diamonds. .... 

Even International Orlando 
Campos when he played the hand 
to "6 NT” was too dw>rcssed with 
the laji-out he saw to search fw 
something more plausible. Can you 
do better? 

The correct play is to give your¬ 
self the extra chance of West 
having both red Kings with four 
cards of hearts and three cards in 
each of the other three suits. You 
can also cater to lon^ hearts with 
West, provided he has three dia¬ 
monds and no more than three 
cards of either black suit 

Say a spade is led as was done 
at most tables. Declarer must caA 
spade King & Queen, eater hand 
with a club and cash the spade Ace 
before taking a finesse in diamonds. 

Tbe Ace of diamonds and dum¬ 
my’s club honours are cashed be- 
foie exiting with a diamond. 

This would be the end position: 

nil 

A X 

XXX 

nil 

nil 

K XXX Immaterial 

K 

nil 

nil 

Q 10 X X 

10 

nil 

West must win his diamond King 
and surrender. 

The suuestad play is the same 
whether the contract is "6 dia¬ 
monds" or "€ Nr’. Not a difficult 
play, but the trouble with many 
players it that they are not as opti- 
mlttic in die play at they are in 
the bidding and tend to get too 
dejected widi a bad contract to try 
and make the most of it. 

Be it said in fairneu to Orlando 
that he was the first to draw atten¬ 
tion to his lapse, despite which, he 
led his team to victory in tbe 
mixed Team-of-four event. 


by H08EV MISTRY 


may he take tbe evidence of 
the spectators? 

ANSWERS- 

1. Yet, if they dare each other 
2. No. 3. No. 4. When the king of 
the player whose turn it is to move 
is not in check, and cannot make a 
move. 5. The lifter taking the 
lightest weight. 6. No. 7. Yet. 
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^ ^ by AKBIES 

*1^CHESS 


I N the Open Defence to Huy 
Lopes (S. . . NxP) Black Mts 
active piece play at the cost of an 
organic weakness in bis backward 
QBP. In this game, after a lively 
middle game tussle. Black misses 
a possible draw. It is interesting 
to observe how Black’s Pawn weak¬ 
ness percolates into the Rook 
ending 

RUY LOPEZ 
White: Kupreichik 
Black: Smetan 
(Wijk-an-Zee 1977) 

1. PK^ PK4 2. NKB3. NQB3 3. 
BN5, PQR3 4. BR4, NB3. 5. 00, NxP 
6. PQ4, PQN4 (a) 7. BN3. PQ4 8. 
PxP, BK3 9 BK3 (b) BK2 10. 
QNQ2, 00 11. PKR3, NB4 12. PB3. 
BB4 13. NQ4, NxN 14. PxN, NQ6 
IS QR5I (c) BN3 16. QB3, PQB3 
17*0RN1, PB3 18. PxP. RxP 19. 


QQl, 002 20. BB2. ORKBl 21. NN3. 
ms 22. BxN, BxB 23. QxB, RxB 24. 
QRBL R8B3 25. QRKL BQ3 26. 
RX3. PQR4I 27. PN3. RNS 28. KN2. 
PR5 29. NBS, QKB2? (d) 30. NK6. 
RK5 31. NOB. QB2 32. RxR, PxR 
33. NxK BxP (e) 34. NK7ch!, QxN 
35. QBfch!. QBl 36. QxQch, KxQ 
37. PxBch, KK2 38 RB4, RK3 39. 
KB2. KQ3 40. RN4!. PN3 41. KK3. 
PR61 (f) 42. PxP. RK2 43. RN51. 
RR2 44. RxQNP. RxPch 45. RN3. 
RxP 46. KxP. RK7ch 47. RK3. 
RKB7 48. PR4, RB8 49. RR.3, 
RKScb so. KB4. RB8ch 51. KN5. 
RB2 52. RR5, RB6 S3. PN4, RB2 54 
KR6. KK3 (g) 55. RKSch, KQ3 56. 
PNS, KQ2 57. RK2, KQl 58. R0R2, 
RB5 59 KxP, Black resigns. 

(a) 6. . . BK2 7. RKl, PB4 8. 
PQS. NR4 9 NxP, 00 has been play¬ 
ed in recent games. Karpov con¬ 
tinued against Ntchevsky (Skopje 
1976) 10. PQB3 while Parma bril¬ 
liantly refuted Planinr’s 10. PQ6?! 
with 10. . . BxP 11 QQSch, KRl 12. 
NB7ch, RxN 13. QxR, BxPcht. 


(b) More usual is 9. PB3 or 9 
QK2. The continuation after the 
text in MCO 10 is 9. . NR4 10 
QNQ2, NxN 11. QxN, PQB4. 

(c) A little finesse; if 15 BK3 
16. BB2. 


(d) 29. .. BxN 30. QiB, RKS 
looks drawish. 

(e) 33. . . PK6 fail! against 34. 
QK4I. PxP 35. NK5I. 

(f) Best chance of resistance. 


(g) On 54. . RBS $5. RKNS. 
RB2 56. PRS, PxP 57. KxP followed 
by KR6 and RN7 should win. 


END GAME 

25.9.77; By Koryani, New States¬ 
man 1960: White: Kh4; R’miZ, h3: 
Ba4: Black: KhS; Qb7; Draw. 
1. Rah2, 9g7 2. Bdl, Kh7 3. Bf3, 
Bd7 (putting White in sugswang, 
e.g. 4. Bdl or e2, Kh6 5 Rg3. Qf&h 
and mates; or 4. Rg3, <^ch 5. 
Rg5, Qf4ch etc.) 4. Rg2,.Qh6di 5. 
BhS, Bxh3 6 RgSI, <3e3 7. Rx3. 
Qelch 8. Kxh3, ^Ich 9. Kg4. Kh6 
10 Bf7', Qe4ch 11 Kh3, Qe4ch 12. 
Kg2, Qxf7 13. Rh3ch etc. draws. 


9.’10.77; By V. A. Bron. New 
Statesman 1968; White; Ka3; 
BVb8. d7; P’s-aS, b4; Black: Kb7; 
Bd2. Ne3. P’s-a7. b3, e6, e7. Win. 
1 Nc6. Bxb4ch! 2 Nxb4, Nc4ch 3. 
Kxb3, NxaSch 4 Ka4. Nc4 5. Bxe6, 
NbSch 6 KaS. Kxb8 7 NaSchl, Ka8 
8 Kb41, Kb7 9 KbS, Nc8 10. BdS 
mate; or 9. . . Ka8 10 Kc6, Na4 
11. Bc8 and 12 Bb7 mate. 



L'Uli 
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Q DO you think Bedi will be 
reconsidered for the tour of 
Australia^ 

— V Narasimhan (Kumbakonam, 
T N ). 


A DHIRAJ PARSANA IS one af 
^ the most talented and I 
hope the new selection committee 
will recognise his merit. 

COULD you please give me 
the match by match result 
of the last Test series between 
India and Australia in 1969-70? 

— Mukul Gupta (Allahabad). 


A FIRST Test in Bombay: Aus 
^ tralia won by eight wickets 
Second at Kanpur Drawn Thud 
in New Delhi: India won by seven 
wickets. Fourth at Calcutta* Auv 
tralia won by ten wickets. Fifth at 
Madras; Australia won by 77 runs 


A FIFTYTHREE catches in 27 
Tests 

Q WHILE playing a leg-spin¬ 
ner I was hit on my right 
pad about tour inches in front of 
the middle stump The ball had 
pitched two inches outside the leg- 
stump The umpire gave me 1 b w. 
Was If fail or unfair? 

— Nikunja Kishore Das (Jajpur 
Town, Orissa) 

A CANT sav unfair but decl- 
^ ueulv an umpiring mistake 
A batsman cannot to ad fudged leg- 
betore if the ball had pitched out¬ 
side the legsiump 


A yes, indeed My optimism 
stems from the fact that the 
humble pie is a favourite dish of 
the Board. 

Q WHAT is your opinion on the 
new selection committee of 
the Cricket Beard? 

— S. K. Pandit (Nagpur). 

A ABOUT the only difference 
^ between the new and the 
old is M. L- Jaisimha and be can 
n^e a real oifference. 


Q WHO is the best all-rounder 
in India today? 

— Abhijit Das (Naharkatia. Assam). 


HOW many fielders have 
held 100 or more catches in 

Tests? 

— B. Ravindranath (Bhadravathi). 

A FOUR. They are M. C. Cow- 
^ drey, 120 catches from 114 
Tests and W. R Hammond, 110 
catches from 110 Tests, both fiom 
England, I. M. Chappell (Austra¬ 
lia), 103 catches from 72 Tests, 
and G S. Sobers (West Indies), 110 
catches from 93 Tests. 

Q HOW many catches have 
been held by Eknadi Solkar 
in Tests? 

-- Bimal, Kamal and Kishore (Jam¬ 
shedpur) and P. R. Chandak 
(Howrah). 


Q WHILE holding a catch a 
fielder’s hand touches the 
ground but not the ball. Is the 
batsman ouf* What is the ruling 
in the case of a wicketkeeper? 

— Rakesh Sehgal Raju 
(Amritsar). 

A THE batsman is out in both 
^ cases. Says the law: “Provid¬ 
ed the ball does not touch the 
ground, the hand holding it may 
do so in effecting a catch.” 


Q WHO is the elder of the 
^ Amat nath brothers, Surinder 
and Mohinder? 

— Hussain A. Gheri (Baroda-1). 


A SURINDER. 
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Yeiinis not^* 


What a racket! And it’s legal 


1 T> th« bigpett grtateat tenii’s 
racket in Uie world — and it's 
absolutaly above board. 

I volunteered to test it under 
matcb conditions in the second 
round of the Islington Invitatien 
Tovrnament ^inst Bedfordshire 
County player Chris Bevill. 

While I struggled with the four- 
foot monster liidcet — v^ich has 
foidr times the bitting surface of a 
conventional racket — the world’s 
tennis authorities were desperately 
trying tO find a solution to the 
plague of freak rackets emerging 
on the international scene. 

It started when an American 
firm produced double-sized rac¬ 
kets. British manufacturer John 
Jaques jumped with a mass market 
model at £16. 

Then French tennis star George 
Goven produced a double-strung 
racket and Mike Pishbach of Ame¬ 
rica concocted a model made up 
with sealing tape, knotted fishing 
line and bits of string. 

Their freak rackets enabled 
them to produce unplayable shots 
to bamboozle their opponents ~- 
including worldclass players like 
Stan Smith and liie Nastase.' 

The top players, angry at being 
beaten, denounced the freak rac¬ 
kets at illegal. But it did them no 
good. 

The Lawn Tennis Association 
rules say nothing aboilt the shape, 
size or construction of a tennis 
racket. The ball, yes. The racket, 
no. 

You can play tennis with any¬ 
thing you like — a ping pong bat, 
a frying pan or a flyswat. If you 
can hold it, you can play with it. 

The giant racket I tested is 
made by the Belgium firm Donnay 
and is the biggest ever produced 
weighing five times as much as a 
normal racket. 

It was unwieldy for serving and 
cumbersome for backhand shots, 
but once I lugged it to tbe net 
nofiling got past me. It had a pro¬ 
found psychological effect on my 
opponent who wondered what the 
hell a gut-strung Zeppelin was do¬ 
ing facing him across the net. 

The Lawn Tennis Association 
was reluctant to confirm its lega¬ 
lity. After a while they admitted: 
“Yes, it's legal, but we’d be obliged 
if you would keep it off fiie inter¬ 
national circuit.” 

Although no one has used the 
giant Dannay racket in firstclass 
competition, many wetl-known 
pliers use the double-site rackets. 
Ion Tiriac M Bumania and Valerie 



Matcb this . . . Hardy Clarke and bis big racket with 
Chris Revill 


Zeigenfuss ' of’-America snapped 
‘them' up.’ 

Donald Budge, one of the grea¬ 
test Wimbledon champions of all, 
is a Jumbo fan. “An you get a 
little older you need all the 
help you can get,” he said 
philosophically. 

British manufacturer John Ja¬ 
ques, 40, says: “For middle-aged 
men like me who play a gentle 
game, the Maxi racket is ideal. 
You can take a swipe and be rea¬ 
sonable sure of connecting.” 

Top players are generally against 
freak rackets. Says Jimmy Con¬ 
nors: “They are a joke. They give 
ordinary players an unfair advant¬ 
age ever us. Wouldn’t it be easier 
to make the court smaller?” 


Koscoe Tanner, .the iastesi serve 
in the West, says: “1 don’t need 
special equipment. I’m happy with 
what I’ve got.” 

But 100,000 Jumbo rackets have 
been sold in America already. 

Meqnwhile, the French tennis 
federation has asked for freaky 
rackets to be banned from inter- 
national competition. The Swiss 
have already made rhem illegal. 

Final score in the Islington Invi¬ 
tation tourhament: 1 tost 3-1. 1 
dominated the first set, but the 
sheer weight of the racket wore me 
out. Now, if they produced ft in 
lightweight aluminium. 

— HARDY CLARKE 
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Athletics 



ililv Nath Singh (ciglit) atridec away to victory in the National Croaxouatry race at 
Kota. Second waa Hari Chand (centre) 


wins the cross-country 


Shiv Nath 

HE "Running tor all" motto hat 
clicked. The record number of 
entriea at the National CroM<oun- 
try meet indicatei that more and 
more athletea. particularly, from 
the northern Statea are taking up 
croaKountry racea and maaa run¬ 
ning in big way. 

Kota meet attracted 396 
adiletea which included 119 women 
tad lirla. But the Rajaathan Athle- 
tlea Aaaociatien again proved to be 
a poor heat, when they Mled to 
provide ideal aetting for a national 
aneet like thia. Bad roada, full of 
thorna, looae concrete and aticky 
eoaltar, were part of the courae for 
die tough racea and one aaw many 
athletea nuraing their heel after 
that gruelling 14.S k.m. race and 
Borae even funted. Bad roada and 
a hot and humid day took ita own 
tell. The barefoot runnera were 
particularly handicapped becauae 
of the thoma and concreta which 
were in abundance. The organiaera 
could have uaed a route which 

C ovided atate ahade from treaa on 
th aMn to avoid tha burning 
aun. 

But the madala, which were 


awarded for the firat time to the 
winnera aince the inception of the 
race in 1967 came aa a conaolation 
for thoae who earned firat three 
poaitiona in the meet after the 
nightmariah experience on the 
roada. 


The Servicea compriaing of run- 
nera from Rajputana Riflea. Delhi, 
maintained their aupremecy for the 
tenth conaecutive year and won the 
team championahip. New entrant 
Police did well to flniah aecond 
and Heavy Engineering waa placed 
third. Olympian Shiv Nath Singh, 
who had Hari Chand to challenge 
him, maintained hia pace all 
through the race and led the 111 
runnera from beginning to the end. 
Shiv Nath Singh with nia orthodox 
unimpreaaive atylc had Hari Chand 
and Rajaathan’a Gopal Saini cloae 
to him. But Saini on the return 
journey aprained hia leg muacle 
and waa not the aaroe again. Had 
Chand, however, tried to improve 
hia pace, but akilful Shiv Nath ran 
according the clock and reaarved hia 
energiea tot the laat lap. Shiv Nath 
clocked 44 mts. 29 aeca^ to win 
the race puahing Hari Chand be¬ 


hind by 400 meters Hari Chand did 
the stretch in 46:12.6 with Ramesh 
war Yadav, another Services run 
ncr, earning the third plage. Gopal 
Saini hntahed a poor 14th. 

It waa an all-Railwaya affair in 
the women’s 3 k.m. race. Sixty-two 
athletea participated. 

Shashi Kala Mani won the race 
for the second time. She improved 
her own mark in the event set last 
year at Sagar. At Sagar she clocked 
10 mts. 59.6 secs, in ideal conditions 
and at Kota, where things wwe not 
all that smooth, she clocked 10 
mts. 21.6 secs. Jalaja Naresh was 
placed second and Uma Das waa a 
close third. 

Delhi and Tripura were placed 
second and third, respectively, in 
the women's aejtion. 


Although Punjab won the under- 
19 boys’ team championship it was 
Murlidhar, a ftrat year arts student 
of Meerut, who won the 10 k.ffl. 
race, returning a timing of 31 mts, 
34.06 saci. He was given a good 
fight by Punjab’s Premehand. But 
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*Twas thorns all the way 



An unconacioui athlete being carried off . . the 
conditions were poor 


T T was thorns all the way The 
^ barefoot runners in the All* 
India Crosscountry meet at Raja¬ 
sthan’s Industrial ci^ had a night¬ 
marish experience when some of 
them had to abandon the race in 
the middle because of the diorns 
which has ptereed through their 
feel 

Although the meet attracted a 
record entries, there were fewer 
rooms available for billeting the 
athletes 

Participants were stuffed in rest 
houses and also in Railway retir¬ 
ing rooms with limited toilet faci- 
imes Moreover, the noise and 
whistles of railway engines and 
passing trains made sleep impos¬ 
sible for the participants a day be- 
lore die championship 

Airangements at Kota stadium, 
the venue of the meet, was also not 
adequate tor a national meet like 
this Although river Cfaambal flows 
throu^ the city, water was noi 
available to quench the thirst ai 
the stadium 

— P. B. 


from p 32 

Murlidhar had carefully planned 
his race and like Shiv Nath reser¬ 
ved his best for the last 2km lap 
Murlidhar’s tremendous burst era¬ 
sed the old mark set by Prem- 
chand. Murlidhar clocked 31 mts. 
34-06 secs thus eclipsing Prem- 
chand’s mark of 36 mts. 6 secs 

Arvind Panna of Bihar is another 
promising athlete wno ihduld be 
encouraged He won ahe under-17 
hoys’ 5 lc.m race clocking 15 mts. 
46 secs. He erased Punjab’s Kul- 
deep Singh’s last year’s record of 
16 mts 25 secs. Punjab won both 
the boys’ team champlonshipa. 

The 3 k.m race for under-16 
girls was a close affair between 
two Karnataka girls K R. Usha and 
,K. G. Parvathy. U^a started well 
but burnt herself in the first 2 
k.m. only. This inspired Parvathy 
to run fast. But Usha Tecovered to 
braast the tape in 10 mts. 46 secs 
which is an improvement on the 
old record set oy Maya Deb of 
IVipura which iteod at 11 mu. 10 
toca. Parvadiy came a close second 
and Anima Debnatii of Tripura 
secured the third place. Karnataka 
won the championship in this 
group. 

Looking at tha encouraging ros- 
ponta from young athlotea, the 
A A.F,1. abouid now thinlt in terms 
of holding a taparata Junior natio¬ 
nal croaa<ouiitry. 

— PRAKASH BHANDARI 
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Badminton bulletin-- ---— 

A tyrannical couldn’t-care-less 


outfit 


F RAKASH PAOUKONE and 
Sy«d Modi, tbe National j>oni<ir 
odd Junior badminton champions, 
left on ti\e morning oi 1st October 
for Jakarta — almost exactly one 
month late tor a training-cum- 
coaching camp, wherein they will 
be ruboinK .shoulders with the 
best players of Indonesia. And why 
one month late, when they could 
certainly have left in early Septem¬ 
ber? The fault does not rest with 
the players concerned — it is indi¬ 
cative of a deep-rooted malaise 
within that wonderful institution, 
the Badminton Association of 
India. 

The invitation to Jakarta to these 
two top-noichers of Indian bad¬ 
minton had come as early as last 
ear,' though the difference then 
ad been that only Prakash had 
been invited The dates of the com¬ 
mencement of the current camp 
were known early this year, so the 
Clearance from the Education 
Ministry could easily have been 
applied tor in time. Especially 
since the expenses of the players 
are being borne by the Union Bank 
ot India and the U P. Government, 
and not by the B.A.I. But this is 
just one of the manv instances of 
the casual indifferent' approach 
shown by the officials of the BAX. 
that IS ruining the motivation of 
the players at the top. 

How much more could Prakash 
and Modi have .benefited had they 
attended tbe camp from the onset* 
And now there is the hair-brained 
scheme of recalling the two lads 
tor the series of internationals be¬ 
ing staged over a fortnight in 
November. Ho^ much good ran 
such an intermittent stay in In 
donesia do, when the total dura¬ 
tion of the camp is three months? 
Agreed, that a ten-member Chinese 
team is expected to play, and a 
tew Europeans arc also likely to 
participate; and India would like 
10 avail of the services of their two 
best exponents of the shuttle game. 
But could not the planning ot the 
dates have been done in such a 
manner that our boys got the most 
of the camp; and the Malay 
sians and Indonesians (who will 
not attend because of the SEAP 
Games in late-November) could 
alM have been invited? 

But this kind of haphazard plan 
ning is nothing new. For the Uber 
Cufi tic against Malaysia, scheduled 
for December, an ambitious pro¬ 
gramme, was drawn up whereby 
our women could have been expec¬ 
ted tt> be in peak physical condition 
tor the tie. With the camps and 
major tournaments that the women 


will be attending, there is little 
doubt that they will be in excellent 
physical shape, but they have been 
given absolutelv no time to he 
home toi even a short spell — for 
well nigh two months before they 
flv to Malaysia! Beginning with 
the mator tournament at Kota, 
which will be over when this .sees 
the light of print, our women arc 
booked tor a breathless schedule 
all round tbe country in October 
and November. Surely, they should 
have been given a little time oft 

And then there is tbe ‘manager’ 
bunch — at least- one oi two top 
officials of the B.A.I. accompanies 
every team abroad in a managerial 
capacity. Almost without an excep¬ 
tion, these men knoM nothing of 
managing a team abi'oad — .sorting 
out the formalities, making the 
staying arrangements more comtor- 
tabie if passible. In tact, people 
like Mathur rf the Railways, who 
was with the team that went to the 
Asian Games, Tehran in 1974, do 
not even know all the rules ot the 
game, and could not be expected 
to solve any oi the difficulties of 
the players, technical or otherwise* 
And what about the extroverted 
Ahmed Uussian, manager ot our 
team to the All-England Chamr inn- 
ships at Wembley in March this 
year? Neither did he go with the 
team, not did he come back with 
the lads when they returned 

Take a look at the mess that pic 
ceded our team's participation at 
the first official World Champion¬ 
ships gt Malmo, Sweden in May 
this year. Before leaving foi Mai 
mo, the players were closeted in a 
camp at tbe National Institute of 
Sports, Patiala. They were to re 
port tn Delhi four days before the 
scheduled departure, where the 
camp was to be continued. Rut 
there was neithei anyone to ’■a- 
ceivi the lads when they arrived in 
Delhi, nor were any airangemenis 
tor their stay made. Furthei, theie 
wa' no court on which they could 
practise. They got the Nortbein 
Railway court for a day, but the 
next day they found that a lot of 
visitors were sleeping on the court 
— participants in a Youth Congress 
meeting! 

None was there to aid the play¬ 
ers in completing their travel for¬ 
malities They had to do all the 
I unning around themselves, and 
found it to lie the most exhausting 
experience The team ultimatelv 


landed up at Maimo just Z4 hours 
before the start of the Champion¬ 
ships. In numbing cold, and on the 
artificial surface that was laid out, 
how could one posSibly have ex¬ 
pected the boys to perform well? 

And yet, with a little less apathy 
Irom tbe B.A.I., things could 
easily have been planned in such a 
way that the players could have 
been acclimatised, and could have 
got maximum practice on the 
sticky surface before tbe actual 
matches At the All-England Cham 
pionships, no less a player than 
the World No. 2. Svend Pri of Den¬ 
mark had issued a personal invita¬ 
tion to Prakash to bring the In¬ 
dian team a couple of weeks ear¬ 
lier to Copenhagen, where there 
were two international tourna¬ 
ments. Copenhagen is on tbe way 
to Malmo, and the boat crossing 
between the two places takes exact¬ 
ly 25 minutes. Hospitality was on 
the house It would have cost the 
B.A.I. (or the Indian Government, 
tor that mattei) nothing extra m 
foreign exchange to have cleat ed 
the team for the two Copenhagen 
tournaments. 

Praka.sh, who generates liemen 
dous respect and affection abroad, 
both as a player and a peison, 
could have led our boys to a more 
creditable performance at Malmo, 
it those precious two weeks extra 
had been available to the Indian 
squad Teams like the lapanese 
were playing in Europe almost a 
lull month beiorc the Malmo 
Championships. Kach and eveiv 
participating team was present at 
Vialmo (or Copenhagen) at least 
five days befoie, getting a feel of 
the new court surface. The Indians 
got exactly fifteen minutes of prac¬ 
tice before Udav Pawar took the 
court tor the first match ol the 
Championship itself 

The need tor practice was undei 
lined bv the behavtmu it tin .h.ii 
lies in the conditions there The 
shuttles were sturdy and iiue; and 
one could return them with ease 
— even the hardest ol smashes. A 
net-hugging dribble could he clear¬ 
ed easily to the baseline. The- sur¬ 
face was just not conducive to fast 
movement. A speedy mover like 
Sumirat would find bis shoes com¬ 
ing off in the middle of a rally if 
he tried mwiing too last! Famed 
smashers like Johann Wahjudi and 
Tjiin Tiun, the world’s top doubles 
conibination, fell hack on defence 
to win theit matches when Ihev 
found that attack -did not work 
against even mediocre opposition. 
And to think that Prakash had in 
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reign 
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Abbas Moontasir takes a hook shot past Soutbern’O 
Muraiinath in the filial 


formed tiie aecretarv of the B-A.f., 
S. R. Chadha, in March itaelf, so 
that all the necessary correspon* 
dence coold be completed in time! 
What a glofiott* opportunity to 
gain valuable experience of other 
conditiona was iosti 

Even the Auckland affair stank! 
Prakash was invited tor an all- 
expenses paid visit to Auckland in 
July for an ioternational tourna¬ 
ment there. Even the air fare was 
to have been paid by the organi¬ 
sers. Prakash was aware of the in¬ 
vitation well in time, but Chadha 
issued a press note on the first 
day of the tournament that he had 
received the intimation of the 
tournament’s starting too late, and 
that Prakash could hence not go! 

What is happening to our offi¬ 
cials? Players are iti-treated or 
tavoured tor no apparent reason. 
Maindargi was summarily dropped 
from the Thomas Cup squad and 
the team for the A B.C Champion¬ 
ships at Hyderabad last year, after 
just one bad performance, while 
(here were others who were pei- 
severed with after innumerable 
bad periorniances 

Look at the treatment being me 
ted out to Pradeep Gandhe The 
lean, lanky playci reached the 
semi-finals in the last Nationals, on 
ilie way beating Syed Modi convin 
Lingiy in three games Yet. in tin 
team ioi Malmo, which was select 
cd on the pertoimance at the Jul 
lundui Nationals, Modi figured 
ahead of Gandhe That he could 
not ultimately go because of the 
examinations he had to attend, was 
another matter 

Aftci Malmo, Gandhe ha.H bt>en 
playing pretty consistently He did 
well in the Western India Cham 
pionships, became the new Mahai a- 
shtra State champion; and has ta 
ken in his stride, playei s like Uday 
Pawar, Partho Ganguli, Iqbal Main 
dargi, etc Yet his name does not 
figure in the list of eight that will 
represent India at the iniernatio 
nals due in November Players 
like Devinder Ahuja (who has not 
played a representative tournament 
since the Nationals in January 
1977) and Delhi’s Malvinder Dhil 
Ion have been preferred over the 
Maharashtra player, while all the 
three above-named players whom 
Gandhe has recently beaten figuie 
in the list. Wha*' justice is this? 

And when Gandhe wrote a lettei 
to the B.A.I. asking them the 
grounds on which he had been 
dropped, back came a letter to the 
Maharashtra State Badminton A.s- 
sociation, ordering the player con 
cerned to tender an unconditiohal 
written apology! This is the kind 
of thing that is happening in bad 
minton today in the country. 

— SHIRISH NADKARNI 
SPORTSWEEK, October 1£, 1977* 


W KSTERN RAILWAY reign 
^ supreme in Tnter-Railwav 
basketball for the second succes¬ 
sive year They retained the title 
with a convincing 91-71 win over 
last year’s runners-up Southern 
Railway in the final match at the 
floi dill Egmore stadium in Madras, 
lecently This was theii ninth title 
victoiy 

In addition, to the six zonal rail 
ways—Western, Southern, Central, 
Nortbei n, Nrrth-Eastcrn and South- 
Central, teams representing Inte¬ 
gral Coach Factory, Diesel Loco¬ 
motive Works and Railway Boaid 
took pan in the week-long tourna¬ 
ment The teams were divided into 
two zones and played among them¬ 
selves on a league basis The top 
two teams trom each zone made 
the semi-final giade 

Western were given a fright by 
South-Centi al in a league encoun 
ter before they managed to scrape 
home at 75-73. Integral Coach Fat 
lory were surpiiscd by Northern 
who scored a solitary point 73-72 
victory in another league match 
These were the only close matches 
in the league stage and Western 
and Northern from zone A and 
Southern and Central from zone 3 
qualified for the semis 

Western humiliated Central 126- 
52 in the first semi-final Murh was 
expected of the youthful Central 
team They had done very well in 
the eailier matches Bin Western 
were head and shouideis above 
their rivals and outclassed Cential 
in every deoartment of the vame 
Jagmohan Chadha and Vinit LoMa 
were in gregt form. Thev *oeai- 
headed the Western attack. Mohd. 
Yousuf and Abdul Saeed weie the 
onhl Central players who could do 
something against Western 

Southern qualified to meet Wes¬ 
tern in the final with a convincing 
117-85 win over Northern in the 
second semi final Southern were in 


conniiaiid tioni the very beginning 
.Skipper Arun Kumar and laiikv 
Mt.ialinath weie the si', pcrfoi 
mers for Southern Ri. .pal Singh 
and Romesh Kumar tried hard fot 
Northern. 

Abbas Moontasir who is curreni- 
ly doing a coaching course at the 
National Institute of Sports, Ban¬ 
galore came just for one day lo 
strengthen Western in the final 
Besides raising the morale of his 
teammates, his presence was also 
greatly fell during the course of 
the match. 

Abbas was the brain behind all 
Western moves. In addition he was 
the biggest hurdle for the Southern 
toi wards The two teams struggled 
to take the lead from the start of 
the match- Western managed to 
stay fust ahead through most of 
the first half. When the score- 
board read 34 29 five minutes be¬ 
fore the end cf the first half. Wes¬ 
tern took the initiative. They in 
creased their own score to 46 with¬ 
out allowing their rivals to add 
even a point to their tally. 

Riaz Ahmed was the star per 
former for Western. He drove in 
time and again to score easy lav 
ups Even more pleasing was hts 
long range shorting He showed 
very clearly that be has added the 
weapon of long shooting to bis 
armoury. He was the most consis¬ 
tent performer for Western 
throughout the tournament. Ano¬ 
ther player who caught the eye 
for Western was Jagmohan Chadha 
He nlayed well from the pivot 
position. 

Southern tried their best to make 
a fight of the match but Western 
were too good for them Western 
led 49-32 at the interval and ulti¬ 
mately won the match at 91-71 
Muraiinath and Jayabal worked 
hard for Southern but skippet 
Arun Kumai had a bad match. 

- JAVED AHKTAR 
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A LOT oi p«opI« have been 
maklnt advene > commenti 
agaiiMt tna pbyeical conditioning 
camp conducted by the cricket 
eonb^'ol board at Madrae recent¬ 
ly. After eeeing some of the 
memben of the camp at recent 
Oaleep Trophy matches in 
Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Bom¬ 
bay, I am inclined to disagree 
with Aese critics of the camp. 
The first person I met was Pra- 
sanna and he was looking half 
his site and very fit and was 
getting his cricket flannels alter¬ 
ed because they had become 
very loose on him. 

He told me: "Physical conditioning 
camps are very good. I would 
strongly advise Kerry Packer to 
bold such a camp for his men 
also." 

Later, 1 met Chandrasekhar in the 
nets, practising his run-up. He 
•aid: “I have never felt bettei 
in my life. In the camp, we did 
pothtng other then exercise, 
exercise, exercise. Now. 1 hope, 
they will organise another camp 
where T can practise 
bowling.’ 

Viswanatr, who showed me he 
could touch his feet with his 
hinds, told me that proper diet¬ 
ing and physical training had 
knocked off his beer belly 
When I asked him if the camp liad 
helped him to tune up his bai 



ting form, he said; “It was not 
that type of camp *’ 

I >vas also amazed at the improve¬ 
ment in Parthaserathv Snarma, 
who almost looked like a cric¬ 
keter. He told me that at the 
camp he had done nothing but 
run, run, run He was sure that 
all this would help him in not 
getting run out and also not 
getting his partners run out. 

In Bombay, I met Gavaskar as he 
was going out to toss for the 
Duleep Trophy ftnal. He looked 
in the rmk of health and ready 
to go He told jne* "You will not 
believe it, hut the camp has put 
so niwfh enc-gy in me that this 
minute t lan wntr two more 
books and three atttcles” 

Gavaskar further inioimed me that 
the Cricketers' Association of 
India was going to insist that 
such physical conditioning camps 
should be ht Id before the start 
of every tom 


All the fut bowlera that I met 
said Aat they had benefited 
tremendously from the cemp. 
With the regular shoulder exer¬ 
cises that had been prescribed 
to them every morning before 
breekfest. thev could ell now 
bowl at almost half the speed nf 
Uliee. 

Even those players who could not 
attend the full camp and were 
there for only the last three days 
said that they were the better 
for it. 

A number of past cricketers said 
that it was a pity there were no 
such physical conditioning camps 
in their Umes. All they had then 
were regular coaching camps 
where they practised their bat¬ 
ting, bowling and fielding. 

A teard official said: “No doubt 
it is a new experiment that the 
board hat introduced from this 
year, but vye have to move with 
the timet." 

Meher-Homjl wrote to me 
from Australia that the board 
there was also planning a physi¬ 
cal conditioning camp as soon as 
it had selected its strongest 
child XI to play the Indians 

Finallv, on the morning of the 
Duleep Tiophy final, [ met my 
friend, Bishan Singh Bedi The 
poor chap was lying in bed and 
running a temperature He told 
me: "This is what happeni to 
people who do not attend phvM 
cal conditioning camps " 
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No sign of 
stress 

G avaskar. .. no sign of stress. 

Id how a daily has captioned 
th« action photograph of Sunil 
.(^vaskar on his way to a strokeful 
169 at Ahmedabad. 

Why should Gavaskar be under 
any stress? He does not have a 
guilty conscience! Only those 
whose conscience (?) is now biting 
into them would be “extremely un< 
happy" and restless (SPORTS- 
V^EK Oct. 2). 

In fact if anything, Gavaskar has 
done great service to Indian sport 
in general and cricket in particular 
by beginning to rip the dawdy 
masks off some of our officials 
who like to be surrounded by meek 
“yes men". 

Can these officials and their 
favourites deny on oath that posi¬ 
tions of importance are doled out 
on “you scratch my back, I scratch 
yours” basis? Can all those who 
are entrusted with the job of being 
fair and impartial fearlessly say 
that they discharged their duty 
without any personal malice or 
misplaced prejudices? 

I am quite certain that the Cric¬ 
ket Board of Control sought to 
raise the i.ssue only to satisfy the 
ego of the one and only “court jes¬ 
ter” and his zonal godfather who 
also had been shown his proper 
place earlier by both Bedi and 
Gavaskar. Perhaps that itself could 
be a reward of being a court 
jester! 

Players Association, you must 
not only exist but grow and pro 
gress like a banyan tree; otherwise 
these officials will start teaching 
you how to hold a cricket bat. 

If there is a code of conduct for 
players there must be one for the 
selectors and officials too. 

— V. V. Apte (Bombay). 

Viva Peic 

M y cup of joy was full when I 
saw the king of soccer Pcie 
on SPORTSWEEK’s cover. It is 
magnificent It will be more so <f 
you can kindly publish a colour 
pic of Mobun Bagan players. 

— Uttam Kumar Banerjee 
(Calcutta). 


Scrap this rule 


nr HE over-rate rule will indirect- 
ly encourage only spinners as 
the penalty to be paid for use of 
fast bowlers is too heavy. This 
will also defeat the Board's ob¬ 
jective of encouraging fast bowlers. 

— Varsha (Bombay). 


IME and again our officlalt 
have proved their absurdity. 
The new experimental over-rate 
law is another 'feather in their 
caps.’ In the interest of the game 
the Board should rsconsider impla- 
mentstion of the law. 

— S. S. Vaidya (Bombay). 


'T'HE move to penalise a tide for 
^ a slow over-rate is really dis¬ 
gusting and will leave little scope 
tor pace bowlers. How then will 
India find pace bowlers? 

— Milind Tipnis (Bombay). 


'T' HE over-rate law and the incur- 
^ ring of a penalty on the field¬ 
ing side is a real farce. I am really 
surprised that the Board does not 
realise that by putting this law 
into practice they are discouraging 
fast bowlers. 

— R. Blsney (Bombay). 


Poor'pitch 

vi^HE pitches prepared for the 
Duleep Trophy matches at 
each venue were absolutely docile 
■nd slow turners. That’s a big dis¬ 
appointment. How could the selec¬ 
tors have judged thji performance 
of players keeping in mind Aus¬ 
tralian conditions where the bats¬ 
men will have to tackle genuine 
pace bowling on herd, bouncy 
pitches? 

— Vinod Toshniwal (Akola). 


TT is ireny that Indian cricket 
* officials who speak of encourag¬ 
ing fast bowlers should impose the 
new experimental over-rate law 
Don’t they realise that there is 
nothing in such a rule to prevent 
batsmen from wasting time deli¬ 
berately to gain an advantage? 

— M. A Gite (Bombay). 

HE experimental over-rate rule 
can only come as a blow to 
aspiring young fast bowlers. 

— Jyoti Adhav (Satara). 


rpHERE are many promising 
cricketers in India who *dn 
not get a chance to play Mg cric¬ 
ket just because they don’t have 
any push. The Board should start 
a camp in any big city such as 
Delhi, Bombay or Calcutta and 
should appoint former Test players 
Ramakant Desai,, Chendu Borde 
and R. G Nadka'rni to select the 
pick of the lot. In this way talent 
which does not have a chance of 
surfacing to the level will get a 
chance. 

— P. K. Gupta (New Delhi). 


Good show Bagan 

their splendid victory in the 
IFA Shield my sincere congra¬ 
tulations to all members of the 
Mohun Bagan team and coach P. K. 
Banerjee tor his grand contribution. 
— Abdul Rehman Latif (Doha). 

R eally September was the luc¬ 
kiest month tor Mohun Bagan 
Club. After defeating Mohamma- 
dan Sporting in the final (4-0) of 
the Bardolai Trephy, came the 
thrilling match against Cosmos and 
then that super win’over East 
Bengal in 4he IFA Shield. 

Congrats to Shivajee, Subroto, 
Pradeep, Sudbir, Gautam, Prasun, 
Dilip, Bidesh and Manas as well as 
Shyam Thapa. 

— J. Chatierjee (Girdish). 

H EARTIEST congrats to Shyam 
Thapa and the other Mohun 
Bagan players. 

— Champak Das (Burowam). 


Congrats 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
SPORTSWEEK on its found¬ 
ing anniversary and wish it a 
happy and prosperous publishing 
life. Hope you will carry on your 
war against injustice towards 
sports and sportsmen and safe¬ 
guard its interest. 

— Tony Gill (New Delhi). 

T WISH SPORTSWEEK many 
" happy returns of the day 
(Oct. 13) and may it continue its 
good work of promoting Indian 
sport. 1 wish jrou a long life and 
greater prosperity. 

— Rajashekaran (Pune). 

C ONGRATULATIONS and good 
wishes on the occasion of 
SPORTSWEEK’s ninth anniversary. 
I wish further success and 
prosperity. 

— Deepak Amarnani (Pune). 
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HE future betongs to the thic.-<. 
year-olds as this years ciop 
will be next year's Classic winneis 
In that context the fact that Loid 
Ben has emeiKcd as the best ol 
hts age in Pune, Giand Parade has 
dominated in Hydeiabad wheic he 
wai strongly and confidently ex 
pectea to and Beloved Prince has 
shown hidden strength and leser 
ve$ from his inhetent good blood 
to come out on top in Mysore is 
of moie than passing significance 
All this IS said in the full know 
ledge that two of the foremost 
yrungsters, Manitou and Maratha 
Lancer, are being rested 

Loid Ben, Mrs S Mody and Mr 
N D Talati’s Loid |ini Ranioiia 
(by Implacable) colt has towered 
over bis opponents in Pune He 
trounced Ipi lombi, who had hetii 
a good fifth behind Manitou, 
Grand Parade, Regal Piince and 
Maratha Lancer at level weight in 
the Bangalore Derby, when in i<> 
ceipt of 3 5 kilos,by six lengths in 
tfie 1,400 meties 'F D Wadia Cup 
and went much better in tlie 1 800 
metres Ceneial Rajendtasinhii Cup 
when be won pulling up by eight 
lengths from Ipi Tombi at level 
weight to complete t h e semi 
Classic double tor three yeai olds 

Lord Ben is now the winiiei of 
three races and though he rates 
high as a contendei for the 2,000 
Guineas, especially as Maratha 
Lancer is on the repair list with 
an injured tendon, bis Dei by chan 
ces cannot be considered too 
bright as his ability to stay the 
2,400 meties tup is suspect 

The same cannot be said of 
Grand Parade, who will go for the 
Classics in the south The son of 
Everyday II Mumiar (by As*jpo) 
has staying blood from both sides 
(his dam played bridesmaid to the 
ail conquering Fair Haven in the 
1%9 Classics) and has a most im 



Lord Ben 


best of 


his age 

pressive lecoid Atlci uiiiiiiiic 
fiom thiee of hs fciii siaits last 
Madias season he beat Winged 
Wonder in iht inaugui.il Nilgiiis 
Peibv in Oots but lost Ihe lati ii 
the siiwaids room 

Ht tailed as ilit favuuiiiL in the 
Bangaluie Colls Inal latgels be' 
eausc he was hadiv knueked alioul 
bv Ocean Gold but legained puhlie 
tavoui with a splendid vtctoi'v in 
Class I wo and bs his smart show 
ing in thi Dei by Hi reached peak 
peifnimanct in Hyderabad where 
he wrn Iht Colts Inal and the 
Deibv with gttai .luthoiitv 

Beloved Piince's use lo fame 
has been somewhat unexpeeted 
The laci is thal, although he shed 
Ins maiden status in his second 
attempt, he has been a slow deve 
loper He is by Piinee Piadccp 
Piincess Caroline (b\ Couiage 
ous) and iheietoie, has the iiglii 
backgi ound _ 


As he has not been raced as 
often as has Grand Parade U can 
lie argued that he has the greater 
scope lor development litis is 
debatable, hut as it is more thin 
likely that he will race in Banga¬ 
lore while Grand Parade will per- 
toim in Madras they are unlikely 
to clash except in the very big, 
veiy at u active races 

The fillies picture is not all that 
I leal Ivaniica, who is by Buck 
Pdssci-Golden Dream (by Babba- 
mn), IS indubitably the best filly 
in the south as she followed im hei 
success in the Hyderabad Fillies 
Trial by running second lo Grand 
Paiade in the Derby Her chances 
aie enhanced by the leported deci¬ 
sion to retire Sombrero to stud as 
ihe fillv has apparently gone sour 

The Western India scene w even 
mure complex as there is a rash of 
good type filhes Party Belle, of 
louise, cannot be included ui this 
discussion as she has nut raced 
since Bangalore and ludging by 
Pune toini Muffin (Niiinsky Raga 
muffin by Loch Ine) is the highest 
I a ted, but she, unf oi tunately, is 
being raced niosi indisctiminately 
and It would seem that hei con 
■lections aic keen lo eain as much 
as thev can without giving a 
thought to the Classics Perhaps, 
that allitudc is influenced by the 
tact th.it '■he is on lease from the 
RWIIC Airlioiigb she was fouiih 
veiy maiiv lengths hthiiid Lord 
Beil in the Ran lutiasmliji Cup het 
pel lot m.ince w.is cummondablt as 
she was outhandicapped by the 
let ms 

A new fillies Cia-sic piospeci 
emerged when Psvc ht (Satincllo 
Shrimait by Daneshill) became the 
til SI filly to will in Class fhicc in 
Wcstein Indio .She had 11 oppo 
nents in ihe 1,200 metres Autumn 
Plate and the lact seemed c vet 
when she stieaked ahead of them 
when heads were tuincd loi home 
But confident smiles turned tn wiy 
grins of apprehension when she 
went out on to the fai rail 

However, Piasad continued 'o 
persevere with her in that locatmn 
and she ultimately prevailed bv 
stable companion Begum Ara by 
two and a quarter lengths It was 
a remarkable peiformance and one 
which caused racegoers to ask how 
she had failed last time out 

It is not generally known that 
after that run it was found that an 
air gun pellet was embedded in a 
leg and it had lo be removed after 
surgery and die use of anaesthesia 
When and bow she came to be shot 
IS not krown, nor is it known whe 
ther It was a deliberate attempt 
by some unset upulous party to nob¬ 
ble her 

Think back several years to the 
time when a gang of hoodlums 
caused favourites to run poorly in 
Delhi by spraying acid oq them 
when they were on then Wav to 
the starting postl 


■AX.*X. X3W Txxx: 



"I keep tdling you. We did NOT lute you as a 
striker to thump your opponents! ” 
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Right on top of fashion's bestseller list... 




Gftyoursdif a Dyfiamicand Powerful Body- 
raaults you can see in only 14 days— 
or you pay nothing I 


Standino m fioM of your bodroom 
mirror, It't to otty to fool yourtolf 
•boutyourphytfealcoitdKMn Ooyou 
IWMttfy havo a phyalqiia that toma 
man anvy and othara admiro If not 
hm’$ntwtth»twlH»$touMfyott An 
uttariy lavolutionary naw Kind of 
body-buitdar hta bean datignad to 
giva you tha kind of phytiqua you va 
elwaya wantad—>in a mattar of only 
waakil yoomaff with ataal* 


hard muaclaa . powerful man tiiad 
bieapi ..thigha like mataiva tree 
trunkal Now you can turn it into 
raalityl Thia naw davica la eailad 
Butiworkar It aimtuy uaaa the lataat 
aeiantrficlaotonlc/laomatncpnnciplaa 
to pack dynamic new atrangth and 
vigour into your whole body-many 
turns fearer tAaneonvant/onaf tsehnh 
qtw AND you can prove it for your 
self /n only 14 dayal 


BUILT l!\l POWERfVlETrh* 


moons you eon I r ST*us 1 4t 

aetuoTly wotc^ I rat iism 
your muscfO'Powor | 


cfl a A £ 0 C 


doy by doyl 


As you eempraas tha Bullwettisr, 
tha feraa of your muaclaa alMaa 
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Two 


ooeoo to inako It tattler. 

In addition, Bournvita is packed with 
all the nourishing goodness of malt, 
milk and sugar 


teaspoonfuls in a hot cup of milk make 
a delicious, energy-giving drink 
Give your children Bournvita every day twice 
a day It helps provide them with the extra 
energy they need for their growing bodies 
And you need it too to keep up with them I 


Bournvita 


Bourn 

vita 

[ihsidtal jji 
Mdiinkfor^ 

Wandtaata^ 

! «0Qnet * 

' 1 

[ort Cpto.i i 

taih' ' j 

hi'-xL'JUl ‘ 

1 ;.* 


with the 460 g Special Offer 
Refill Pack Offer open 
till atocka laat 
IMPORTANT Onopanme 
this pKk plists amply Its 
eontants immadiataty into 
a regular Bournvita tin to 
kaap It laclory frash 
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SHARAD KOTNIS: 


This sponsorship 
will benefit 


the players 

S ponsoring of sport* ovents is die in-Uilng in 
the modern world. Sponsors have come to the 
rescue of hard>pressed organisers of sports events 
the world over. Sponsoring has also benefited 
sportsmen in improving their lot. 

In India, so far, sponsorship has been limited 
to India-based foreign firms Foreign firms are now 
coming forward lo sponsor Indian teams participat¬ 
ing in international events. The decision of the 
U.k-based firm Benson and Hedges to sponsor the 
Indian team's tour of Australia this winter augurs 
well for the game in the country. 

The Cn-Control Board has accepted Benson and 
Hedges offer in principle and details are being 
worked out by which the players will be benefited 
to a great extent. 

Contrary lo earlier reports the firm is not spon- 
SOI mg the entire tour, including air fare to and 
from Austialia and lodging and boarding m that 
country The farm has subniiited a scheme to the 
Board accoiding to which the players will be well 
looked after on the tour. They will get gifts both in 
cash and kind, there will be substantial increase 
in cash awards for the five Test matches and other 
games. The rights to appear in advertisements and 
other media publicity will be with Benson and 
Hedges though the players will not be debarred 
from promoting other products. Benson and Hedges 
will also arrange facilities for comfortable travel 
for the team in Australia. 

Besides, the promotio.n will help the Board to 
enhance the players' tour allowance from Rs. 10,000 
to Rs IS,000 and increase the players* daily allo¬ 
wance by five Australian dollars, subject to Govern¬ 
ment sanction. 

Another important aspect of Ben.son and Hed¬ 
ges promotion effort will be a novel scheme by 
which all cash awards, gifts in cash and other con¬ 
tributions and advertisement revenues to which a 
player is entitled to will be paid in a lump sum 
to the Board in foreign exchange which the Board 
will distribute equally in rupees among the IS 
players and two officials at the end of the tour. 
Thus, the country’s foreign exchange reserves will 
improve. .The division to divide all awaids and 
prises equally among team members will surely 
contribute to team spirit. 

The terms offered to Indian players for the 
Australian tour hy the Board as well as by the 
sponsors are lucrative and compare well with if not 
equal those offered to their players by other lead¬ 
ing cricketiifg countries. One thing is certain that 
Kerry Packer’s super circus has indirectly helped 
to improve the lot of cricketers all over the world 
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India need more benevolent firms like Benson and 
Hedges to help its sportsmen. 

★ 

HE recall of 41-year-old Bobby Simpson to lead 
Australia in the series against India this win¬ 
ter shows that the Australian Board has gone on 
the defensive after losing all leading pilfers to 
Kerry Packer’s ‘Super Circus’. 

Simpson returns to the Test scene after a nine- 
year absence due to retirement and the Australian 
Board believes that his experience and technical 
know-how will be invaluable to the young members 
of what in-effect will be a new-look Australian team 
— 17 of the top players having thrown their lot 
with Packer. 

However, one fails to understand the Australian 
Board’s decision. It could have groomed someone 
from the younger lot with an eye on the future, 
who could be the future captain of Australia Now 
that most of the senior players have signed on for 
Packer for a period of three years, such a decision 
would have helped Austialian cricket 
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Simpson to lead 


T he ^Australian Cricket Board 
has sprung a surprise on cric¬ 
ket lovers. They have plumped for 
afe and experience and recalled 
'^e 41*year-old Bobby Simpson to 
tead Australia in the Tests against 
India this year. Simpson's come¬ 
back partially fills the vacuum 
created in the Aussie ranks by the 
Packer swoop on that country’s top 
stars. 

Simpson retired from Test cric¬ 
ket in 1968 aftmr playing in S2 
Tests for Australia, but has con¬ 
tinued to play In Sydney grade 
cricket where he has been a proli¬ 
fic scorer for his club Western 
Suburbs. 

In fact in the 197S76. season 
Simpson scored over 1,000 runs 
and was voted ‘Club Cricketer of 
the Year’. In ^preciation Ae 
magazine ‘Australian Cricketer* 
ofrOte: 

"There is no doubt 197&76 sea¬ 
son was one for bowlers. The wic¬ 
kets were atrocious; when ^ey 
weren’t wet they were riow and 
strangled any ^tsman’s stroke- 
making. Yet Simpson hit 1,000 runs 
in the season; with four centuries 
— 1S7, 127 no, 118, 102; and he 
passed fifty five times — 86 no, 85, 
77, 64 no, 53; out of 18 team part- 
nersh^ over SO Simpsim was in 
14. That was a captain’s perfor¬ 
mance that got what was a fairly 
ordinary combination through to 
the semi-finals. Seven of those 
partnerships were over 100. 

"In his first two innings of the 
season he managed less than 
twenty runs but in his next 17 he 
climb^ to 1,003 runs at 66.8 — a 
third of his team’s runs. Of course 
Simpson’s technique is suited to 
such mud and dirt patches they 
kindly call wickets in Sydney these 
days — there are the exceptions 
Of course like Bankstown, Hurst- 
ville and a couple of others; with 
his bat altid pad so close, and his 
strokeplay moulded around square- 
of-the-wicket shots and deflections. 
But there are other players of such 
character and none of them could 
manage the magic thousand. To get 
1,000 in a dry season is a great 
feat — to get it in a season as 
difficult for batting as this is a 
miracle.’* 

Afer that. came Simpson’s ap¬ 
pointment as manager<oach of a 
New South Wales side that was in 
the dumps — in much the same 
state as Australian cricket is today. 

At the time of that appointment 
he had some refreshing ideas: "My 



impression of NSW in recent tiroes 
is they tend to collapse after two 
da;;rs — a general collapse in 
ability^ condition and concentra¬ 
tion. This is my priority, ensuring 
this team can perform to what I 
believe is a great capacity, over 
four days under pressure.” 

So Simpson devised this formula; 
“I hope to duplicate inatch condi¬ 
tions at practice. For instance, nor¬ 
mally in the nets a batsman bats 
only when he is fresh. By the time, 
he’s tiring his time is up. He 
doesn’t, have any of file pressure 

.no fieldsmen, no running, 

no constant tight bowling. 

"During their time in the nets, 
I want batsmen to run threes, 
quick singles, some twos; even set 
an imaginary field and try to pene¬ 
trate. That way they’ll reproduce 
many of the physically and men¬ 
tally saping aspects.” 

Simpson sees the running in a 
stranger, quite opposite light, mo. 


BatHnen will be able to get more 
set^lietweea iteliveries, rather than 
facing the somewhat machine-gun 
effect of three bewlms. 

Bowlers will be more settled, 
pauifing after a deliveiy and be¬ 
fore the next, as they do in the 
matches. 

Fielding will be more competi- 
oy«..more strenuous and there 
will be more of it. 

“I'm after a team eitnafien,” be 
says, "one against the other from 
squad members; a great builder of 
concentration and competitiveitess. 

"Practice is worfiiwhilc then, not 
a drudge. Of course ID be dolus 
a lot of individml work on players, 
talking abont fiieir strengfiis and 
weaknesses”. 

Simpson believes he has a simple 
solution to lack of attendance at 
State mractices, a terrible letdown 
in recent seasons; "Practice will 
start at 5 p.m. (for as long as 1 can 
remember they have begun at 3 
|>.m.) leaving plenty of time dur¬ 
ing daylight saving — and no room 
for excuses about not getting off 
work” 

And there will again be two prac¬ 
tices a week; incredibly, last season 
administrators cast a not too 
-observant eye over NSW’s dismal 
efforts and decided one day a week 
was enough! 

And now comes the mantle of 
Test captaincy again. He says: "1 
feel in good form and I’m sure 1 
can make a contribution to Aus¬ 
tralian cricket” 

He said there was a need to 
make players proud again of re¬ 
presenting fiieir country. 

“There are a lot of things we 
can do. I believe there’s a general 
upgrading necessary in the work 
aspect of the Auatruian side. We’ll 
be lotfidng to restoring some on the 
lost guidance.” 

Improving the standard of the 
AuMraUan players was one way of 
restoring discmKne, he added. 

AMced about his feeling towards 
the Packer series Sinqison replied: 
"It’s a completely untried product 
at this stage: let’s wait and see”. 

"I think if we look at it realisfi- 
cally, file change was going to be 
necessary”. 

So look out India. The veteran, 
wifii the superb batting technique 
and an uncanny knack of latching 
on to dip catdios, means business. 
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Mushtaq, Sadiq happ/ to be here 


^HREE PakistMii crlck«twr« — 
^ MutbUq, his brother Sedlq 
end Sarfmi Nowei arrived In 
Bombeor dd Tueedap aiong with 
Glenn titraer and Im for AfinMda- 
bad ^ aania a^t to play in IMUp 
SardMai*li benent aMtu. 

The plane carrying them from 
LondcMi was nearly JO hoora late 
and the exhainted fouraonie vrere 
taken straight to the hotel and it 
was only late in the eveniag that 
they met pressmen. 

The Mohammed brothers have 
special regard for Dilip Sardesai— 
and that is why Mushtao has come 
in spite of the fact that he will not 
be playing in the match — due to 
the ban on Packer players. Mush- 
taq told pressmen he would have 
loved to play and he taw no rea¬ 
son why he should be banned from 
helping a fellow cricketer. 

Both brothers have brought their 
families along. For both of diem 
thu it the second visit to this 
country. Mushtaq was here as a 
teenaper in 1960 while Sadiq was a 
stripling of a lad — barely 10 — 
when he accompanied his mother 
to watch his rider brother Hanif 
play in the Bombay Test 

Mushtaq is itching to play in 
India but the bar on crklcet be¬ 
tween the two neighbours comes in 
the way. Asked why this bar con 
tinued even diough Kardar was 
out of the Pakistan Board. Mushtaq 
replied, very diplomaticrily, that 



Sadiq 


Kardar wasn't out and that he was 
still a force behind the scenes 

On his resiviaUon as Northamp- 
tondiire’s captain, Mushtaq said he 
was fed up with the politics of that 
county's administrators. Had the 
Bcdf sacking, influenced his deci¬ 
sion? Replied Mushtaq "partly" 

Mushtaq has a warning for the 
Indian touring team to Australia 
"don’t uqder estimate the Aus 
ales” They are always dangerous 
on their own wickets and Simp¬ 
son’s recall means that they mean 
business especially in coping with 
the Indian spinners 

What prompted Mushtaq from 
joining Packer’ He said simply 
diat be was a professional cricketer 
and money had been the sole 
criterion. 

Fast bowler Sarfraz Nawaz, out 
of practice for more iban a month 
now, bsed hts brief sojourn in 
Bombay to join the Bombay boys 
at the Wankhede Stadium nets 
Sudhir Naik, who had faced him lO 
1971, eaid the Pakistani had lost 
none of his pace since those da^ 
and aidiourii he had not gone fiat 
out he bad been quite menacing 

Glenn Turner wasn’t available 
for comment, but he is fairly well- 
known to liriian readers, having 
captained the New Zealand side 
here last winter. 

The Pakisuni players will spend 
four days in Bombay after the 
Sardesai benefit match 


Greg Chappell los^ his bonus 


Special to SPORTSWEEK 


T he Australian Cricket Board 
bat pulled "Catch IZ” on Eng¬ 
land tour captain Greg Chappell 
They have withheld from Chap¬ 
pell the final $500 payment for the 
tour pending a decision whedier it 
will be lost as a fine for statements 
he made in England. 

The Board’s action is certrin to 
bo interinreted by the Kerry Pac¬ 
ker series supporters as unneces¬ 
sary needling of Chappell and a 
petty pinprioc in the war between 
the two cricket groups. 

Alan Barnes, secrefary of the 
Australian Cricket Board ri Con¬ 
trol, admitted a payment of $500 
bad been withheld from Chappell 
and the Bmwd was still deliberating 
wbadier it would be paid. 

paymenu to crkketors for 
the England tour are as follows,” 
Barnet said. "$SOO it paid to each 


plajrer pre-embarkation, $5,000 
from funds while be u> in England 
and another $500 on his return 

"But clause 22 of the agreement 
signed by each player briore he 
leaves on tour clearly slates this 
final $500 is subject to the Board 
receivmg a satisfactory report from 
the team manager ” 

Barnes then admitted all tourists 
except Chappell had already been 
paid this $500. 

Chappell said in Brisbane recent 
ly be had not received thi $500 but 
did not know whether it would be 
permanently withheld in the form 
of a fine 

"I received a letter from the 
Board stating the $500 had been 
widibeld 

"I was asked to give a written 
explanation for the statement I 
made to the press regarding dis> 
unity between the players who had 
signed with Packet and others 


"I said then there was none, and 
asked we all be left alone to get on 
with the tour ” 

Chappell said he replied to the 
Board as requested, admiitine be 
had made the statements referred 
to, and that he did so in the inte 
rests of cricket and the tour in 
paiticular 

Barnes also admitted that he 
did not know whether former State 
captain and Test star, Doug Wal 
ters would receive his Plajers’ Re 
tirement Benefit Fund payments 
on his retirement 

“That IS for the luture.” Barnes 
said "The payment*' aie made 
purely at the discretion of the 
Board I wouldn’t care to answer 
whether Doug Wallers or anv 
other playei would receive it' 

Walters, who has played more 
than 60 Tests, could hope foi 
$7,700 from the Players Retire 
ment Fund on his retirement 
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Packer versus the Old Boys... 


A day in the legal ‘Test’ 


ONDiTlONS were ^llghtlY over- 
cast and there was a brisk 
breete wafting into the High Court 
from the Chancery Lane and when 
the Packer Eleven went into bet 
I against the Established Old Boys* 
teem in London. 

' Outside Court Number 15, a curt 
' nottee belied what we all hoped 
was going to be action necked 
drama Inside Tor the next three 
weeks or so — a kind of timeless 
legal Test match. 

The notice said: “Ureig and 
odiers versus Insole and others'* 
and "World Series Cricket Pty Ltd 
versus lame.** 

. For Tony Greig read Tony Greia, 
former England cricket captain 
and head hunterdmchief for Kerry 
Packer, ring*master of the Pac 
ker circus or master of ceremonies 
of the "super-tests," whichever 
way he grabs you. 

For Insole read Doug Insole, for¬ 
mer Test cricketer, chairman of 
the Test and County Cricket Board, 
and head defendant for his board 
and the International Cricket Con¬ 
ference (ICC), which takes in the 
MCC and the Australian Cricket 
Board. 


the West Indies and Pakistan to 
play a series of "super tests" in 
Australia this summer. 

The world cricket bodies have 
retaliated by banning these men 
from playing ajpiin for their coun¬ 
tries and in England’s case for 
their counties. 

Packer is seeking an order pre 
venting the TCCB and ICC from 
carrying through with the baa. 

Play started with Robert Alexan* 
der. QC, opening the batting for 
Padker team. Alexander was sup¬ 
ported by another QC and two 
more barristers. 

Doug Insole's pace attack was 
headed by Michael Kempster, QC, 
with two change bowlers (sorry, 
barristers) in reserve.' 

Umpiring was Sir Christopher 
Slade, a High Court Justice since 
1975. He gave no indication whe¬ 
ther he is a cricket buff. Indeed 
Who's Who lists his clubs only as 
the Garrick, and the Beefsteak. 

Alexander, QC, seems more the 
type. He went to Brighton Col¬ 
lege (in Tony Greig’s county of 
Sussex) and lists cricket among 
his recreations. 



For that brace of readers who 
do not know what I am talking 
about the Packer-TCCB court case 
is liable to go down as a milestone 
in British legal history because it 
is one of the most important sport¬ 
ing cases ever to come to court. 

Packer has recruited 50-odd 
highly talented cricketers from 
Au.srraHa, England, South Africa, 


Kempster. QC, seems to be a 
player of the nagging line attack 
type, with tons of patience. Hts 
recreations are listed as fishing and 
hare-hunting (sic). 

Alexander batted right through 
the first day and seems to have 
set himself for a Ipng stay at the 
crease, completing only about half 
of his opening address. 



In application be has the look 
of a Boycott, but is rather Dexteres- 
oue in stance, occasionally showing 
tiashes of Peter May-like panache. 

He did not treat the press gal¬ 
lery to much big hitting but occa¬ 
sionally delivered an unforeseen 
cover drive which at least gave the 
Fleet Street sub-editors a headline 
or two. 

The court room wss just the 
place for harking back to the time 
when W. G. Grace was starting to 
get among the runs. 

The calUng is all of 15 metres 
from the floor, the woodwork is 
of oak, the bookshelves eonuiin 
hundreds of leather-bound law 
volumes in a rich rectangle nud¬ 
ging half way to the high windows. 

The public gallery holds but two 
score m solid citirenry, the rest of 
the court being given over to the 
bewiwd legal men and their 
feverishly scribbling solicitors. 

Hie fourth estate is confined to 
two small seats, which can lit but 
eight of the cream of Fleet Street. 

While Alexander (pound on, the 
big question revolved around when 
Kerry Packer, sitting uncomfort¬ 
ably on a legal bench, would break 
for the corridor and his first 
cigarette of the day’s play 

Packer, a heavy smoker, lasted 
longer than I thought he would. 
He bolted at 11.25 am and was 
drawing gratefully on the blessed 
weed as I cornered him under a 
portrait of Sir Matthew Hale, Lord 
Chief Justice of England (1609- 
1676). 

He moved quickly on to the 
back foot as 1 bombarded him with 
such savage bouncers as "Where 
are you staying?’’ and "What brand 
do you smoke?” 

Not a bit like a “benevolent 
hammerhead shark.” as one Fleet 
Street wag had dubbed him Packer 
said he should not really talk to 
me and moved off 

He was wearing a blue suit, 
white shirt, red handkerchief a 
little too far out of his breast poc¬ 
ket. and an odd red and gold tie 
with a tiny squares motif (Channel 
Nine Recreation Club tie 
perchance’) 

Great significance should be 
attached to the tcs worn in court 
because of their great variety. 

Tony Greig was wearing a Sussex 
Club tie. H. W. Webster, chairman 
of MCC, was wearing the distinc¬ 
tive MCC red and gold tie (natch) 
— Ray Steele, treasurer of the 
Australian Cricket Board, was 
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nirMrinf aa ACB tie -**> Owield 
Cerr, Secretary of the TCCB, jwi 
wearing an English Centenara Tut 
tie (rampmt tom) Jack Bailey. 
Secretary of the MCC and ICC. m 
what was suspected to be some 
kind‘of ecumenical gesture, was 
wearing a tie with rod maple lea¬ 
ves and the figure 40 (is Canadian 
cricket celebrating its 40th birth¬ 
day?) —• and John Snow was not 
wearing a tie at all. but looking 
snasay in a blue cashmere polo 
neck and matching blue velvet 
Jacket. 


Justice Slade, who asked only 
two questions during the day's 
play, left one in two minds as to 
whether he goes to bed with 
Wtoden. 


On John Snow’s credentials, he 
wanted to know whether the fast 
bowler played for Sussex He was 
assured that Snow Indeed did. 

Close to stumps, he wanted to 
know exactly what the new sponsor¬ 
ship of English Test matches 
entailed 

Alexander, QC, aiming for the 
tight board, riposted that Cornhill 
Insurance, the new Test sponsors, 
would receive “good will*' in the 
Test programs, that the Tests 
would henceforth be known as the 
Cornhill Testa, that they would 
have a few of their advertising 
placards scattered around the Test 
arenas and that "they could make 
a jolly little prize giving speech" 
at jhe end of each match 

Insole's team shuffled around a 
bit at this Messrs Packer and 
Greig smiled brOadIv and the press 
scoured the gallery toi any sign of 
a red faced Coiniiill Insurance 
j epresentative 

The hetoiK had tome early 
nien the hgures - and it was like 
trying to add up Boycott's Test 
batting avetage 

One figuie did elicit some inte 
rest, the Packer team admitted 
that on as et ages each of the play 
ers in the Austialian supei test 
seiieS would make £12,000 pounds 

But the one veteian court le 
porter smothered out enthusiasm 
by telling us how much the seven 
barristers and their gaggle of 
briefing solicitois weie going to 
cost the combatants 

We struggled with the anth 
roefic of SOO guineas a day times 
30 but gave up 

Still there was the general con 
sensus that it was more lucrative 
taking silk than taking block 
against Andy Rnbei ts with a yellow 
ball under floudiights 

But as they sav in the classics it 
IS eatly days yet And the beauty 
of his marathon lest match is that 
there is no iisk oi bad light or ram 
stopping play 

-- .lOHN PHILLIPS 
CoUrtes} ‘The Australian’ 


SPORTSWEEK’s annlversaiy- 



SPORTSWEKK celebrated ita ninth anniveraary pa 
October 13. At a get-together In the eAce Tehaeeb, the 
Managing BdHw’s dmwtcr cut a cake in a abmm uf • 
hockey field. Later in ^ evening, leading eparte wrltara 
and Taet evickaters Sunil Gavaikar and Dilip Vangaarkar 
met te wMi BPORT8WEEK a happy birChAiv 



op Aussie stars axed 


k USTRALIAN fast bowlei Dennis Lillee and foui othei Pocket 
^ rebels from Perth have been banned by the West Australian 
Cricket Association 


The association has taken the stiongest stand by any State body 
against the Packer men 

They became the hist association to ban them entirely even from 
club practice and coaching 

The others involved with Lillee are Australian vice captain Rod 
Marsh, swing bowlei Mick Malone, opener Brute Laird and veteian 
batsman Ross Fdwards 


GlX New South Wales lest plaseis who have signed to plav in 

Kelly Packer’s w.irH senes matches, hav« been omitted from 
the State practice squad 

Dropped from the squad of 25 plavers aie State taptaiii Doui, 
Wallets Rick McCosket Keirs O’Keeffe, Gaiv Gilmoui Len Pasene 
and Ian Davis 

The secietaiy ol Hit NSW Ciickct \ssoii.iiion. Bob Radfoid 
said the selerloiS had not leceisid u dnciiiuit in bspavs the six 
playets who had signed with Packet 

But, bv omitting the six Patkei signingx tiom tiu squad the 
State seieitois have lur ihe plavers last iitx with oBuiai lepresen 
taiive cricket 


•i 
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Unsportingly yours, 

SHARAD KOTNIS 


HE Government of India has 
agreed in principle to make 
sports compulsory in schools. To 
put this scheme in operation and 
to make the nation sports-conscious 
it will need many NIS-trained 
coaches. 

Since the establishment of the 
Netaji Subhas National Institute 
of Sports at Patiala in the 1960s, 
full professional coaches in various 
Rames passing out of this institu¬ 
tion, have taken up coaching 
assi^ments in different states. 

They are full-time employees of 
either the state or the central 
govornmens and depend on the 
emoluments received from coach¬ 
ing assignments to maintain their 
families. 

While the coaches appointed by 
the central government and the 
states of Kerala, UP, Punjab. MP, 
Rajashan and the Union Territory 
of Goa draw much hij^er emolu¬ 
ments, those employed by the 
Maharashtra Government «re paid 
a meagre salary, as can be seen 
from a comparison of the scales: 

NIS coaches (Central Govt, 
scales): Grade III: Rs. SOO to 900. 
Grade U: ^^00 to 1100. Grade I: 900 


type of work at the same coaching 
centres or quorts meets. 

Moreover, the state coaches have 
the additional responsibilities of 
supervishm, admmisnration and 
other assignments entrusted to 
them by the State Directorate of 
Sportt and Youh Services, diouidt 
both have undergone the same 
course at the NIS and hold the 
same qualifications. 

This forces one to believe that 
the state government cadre of coa¬ 
ches is inferior to diose of other 
states nr the centre. On the con¬ 
trary Maharashtra state coaches 
have stood out at various meets. 

The state hockey coach was en¬ 
trusted with the task of coaching 
India’s wmnen’s team Uiat pined 
against Ceylon and Uganda. The 
services of the athictip coach were 
utilised by the NIS la the NSG 
canm held at Patiala; and hy the 
AA.FI for various camps and dur¬ 
ing die Montreal selection trials. 
The same can be said about coa¬ 
ches in basketball and other games. 

It is very strange that they are 
deeded emoluments commensurate 
widi their qualifkations and ex- 


Caatre in Nagpur, undar the chair- 
maiuhip of me then Sports Mini- 
star S. K. Waakhe^ it was decided 
to remove the disparity between die 
State and Central gradas and to 
upgrade the scales with provision 
m promotion. 

NIS Director R. L. Anand had 
suggeMOd at that dme for every 
five grade 111 coaches there should 
be one Grade n coach and for 
every three Grade II coaches, there 
shotild be one Grade I coach. But 
nothing has happened since then. 

The coachee have now reached a 
point of no return. Iliey are re- 
pendng taking up coaching as a 
career. Their fate is worst than 
clerks. 

If this is the state of affairs, bow 
will more retired sportsmen or 
lovers M the game be attracted to 
this noble prmession? Surely the 
State Government must act and 
adopt a realistic view of their 
problems. 

One more aspect of the State 
coaching schemes requires to be 
modified. The coaching centres 
should be manned administratively 
as well as technically by coaches 
(Mily. At present the administra¬ 
tive control of centres rests with 
the District Sports Oflkers who are 
Kandivli-trained physical education 
experts with np sports background. 

They are not genuinely interest¬ 
ed and are not competent enough 
to comprehend and understand the 


COACHES OR CLERKS? 


to 1300. Selection Grade: 1100 to 
1600. National Grade: ISOO to 2000. 

Maharashtra Statp Govt, grade: 
Rs. 220.10.280-1S340. 

It will, therefore, be seen that 
there is no gradation for the posts 
of coaches under the Maharashtra 
Government. A coach after 10 
years of service reaches the maxi¬ 
mum of 340 and stays on that 
Hgore. 

Out of the 17 coaches employed 
by the Maharashtra Government 
at the regional centre at Nagpur 
and the district cenrtes at Poona, 
Nasik, Aurangabad, Amroati, Dfau- 
iia and Bombay, at least three have 
been on the maximum salary of Rs. 
340 for the last three years, for 
lack of any promotion facilities. 

Apart from the wide disparities 
between the central and the state 
scales, it is amusing to note that 
the state’s maximum of Rs. 340 is 
tower than the minimum of Rs. 500 
for the central grade III coaches. 
The anomaly becomes more glaring 
when one considers the fact that 
(he state coaches work along with 
the central coaches, allotted to the 
Stott, do the same amount and 


parlance in the State cadre. One 
fails to understand the state govern¬ 
ment’s apathy towards their 
problems. 

The state government coaching 
schemes have been in existence for 
13 years now. During this period 
the results are there for all to see. 
More and more youngsters have 
made their mark. Every year the 
scheme is being expanded but the 
coaches* plight worsani day by day. 

The former Director of Sports 
and Youth Services had urged the 
state government to improve the 
coaches’ status and financial posi¬ 
tion in 1971. 

The State Spiwts Council was 
assured in 1975 that steps would 
be taken to fmprove their plight 
by die then Sports Minister. But 
nothing has happened so far. The 
coaches have a cate. Why then it 
the State Government treating 
them so shabbily? 

The state coaches have tried all 
avenues to redress their grievan¬ 
ces. As early as 1971, at a meet¬ 
ing held at the Regional Coaching 


management and needs of the cen¬ 
tre. Year after year amounts ear¬ 
marked for purchase of books, 
technical sports journals and stan¬ 
dard equipment remain unutilised. 
Coaches are not consulted while 
purchasing equipment or stationery 
for preparing sports charts. Even 
at the NIS, these matters are dealt 
with and managed by coaches. 

Most oftqn the OSOs, due to lack 
of knowledge about the finer 
points of sports, create humorous 
situations at sports meets organised 
Iqr the State. 

This is die story of our state coa¬ 
ches who are fighting hard to make 
both ends meet Most often they 
have to pay for their travel from 
their meiwe salaries as it takes 
ansrthing from one to six months 
to get me bills sanctioned. 

Maharashtra is a progressive 
state. It is also in the ((xrefront as 
far as sports and sportsmen are 
concernecL It is hi|m there¬ 
fore, that it took a realistic view 
of their coaches and coaching 
schames. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Coaching 

A part from the occasional pla¬ 
yer who spent a season with the 
Lancashire League (ahd this was 
usually done to gain experience as 
much as money) all Australian 
players earned their livelihood at 
some other occupation, be it bank 
clerk, agent, electrician, etc. It 
was often difficult to convince Eng¬ 
lish people of this situation. Many 
players in fact suffered in their 
private occupations by giving much 
time to the game. Lack of promo¬ 
tion, as compared with colleagues 
who put In more time at their jobs, 
was sometimes the result. 

Whilst I still can’t see cricket 
supporting professionalism in Aus¬ 
tralia for a long time to come, 
there mw well be a change in the 
future. For Instance more liberal 
regulations concerning residential 
qualifications to play fot an Eng¬ 
lish county could well entice some 
players from Australia (and else 
where) to become genuine profes 
sionals for at least part of the year 
and possibly altogether. 

The evolution of cricket systems 
in all countries is bound to see 
changes which cannot be accura¬ 
tely predicted at this stage 
In a country like Australia, 
where the wickeU are hard and fair¬ 
ly true, there is not such a pre¬ 
mium on correct batting technique 
as there is in England. Many of 
our young players find on going 
overseas that they have to make 
certain adjustments and play more 
correctly to cope with the ever- 
changing conditions abroad and all 
Australians need the experience of 
an English tour to tighten up their 
defence 

I was not coached as a boy 
"There was nobody to coach me and 
facilities just weren’t available. It 
is not to be wondered at, therefore, 
that I do not think it essential for 
a player to be coached in order 
that he may rise to become ^ in¬ 
ternational. Given natural ability 
and the opportunity plus the de¬ 
sire to learn, one can reach the 
top. 

Nevertheless, I very strong!]; be¬ 
lieve in coaching providing it is 
carried out intelfigently. 

Some coaches try to alter a play¬ 
er's basic natural gifts, which is 
quite wrong unless there is some 
glarimt fault certain to bring disas¬ 
ter. There is no sense in making a 
bowler grip the ball a certain way 
to bowl a leg-break if he can spin 
it bqUer and obtain greater accu¬ 
racy by his own unorthodox grip. 
It is dangerous to suppress origina¬ 
lity and enterprise just for the 
sake of orthodoxy. The greatest 
bowler I ever saw was O’Reilly 


His urip was not the kind a coach 
would nave ingrained into a young¬ 
ster, but thank goodness (FRelily 
didn’t alter it. 

Coaches must have the sense to 
understand when there is need for 
correction and when it is better to 
keep quiet. 

And they must be sure not to 
overcoach. Majy I quote Denis 
Compton who, in commenting im 
coaching, had this to say. 

“If a young player with a good 
eye and a gift for the game has 
some unorthodox shot which is 
nevertheless always successful, it 
is wrong to coach him out of it. To 


No hard-and-fast rule can be set. 
1 repeat, coaching is only good if 
intelligently applied. 

One of the coaching problems is 
to find suitable wickets As I have 
often remarked, “You wouldn’t 
attempt to teach a man billiards on 
a table that wasn't leve).’’ I’m 
afraid some of the people charged 
with the responsibuity of provid¬ 
ing practice wickets on suburban 
grounds think any old piece of 
turf upon which a roller has been 
used will suffice. 

It is an unfortunate outlook. 
Many a young player has had hts 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


do so deprives the batsman of the 
initiative and the onlookers of the 
pleasure they get fiom watch¬ 
ing some originality.’’ 

The text books may say a bats¬ 
man’s back lift should be straight 
Within reason that is true — for 
defensive play anyway But mine 
wasn’t, and if 1 had been compelled 
to take my bat back on a perfectly 
straight line when intending to 
play the pull shot. I could never 
have dene it. I might as Well have 
given the stroke away. 

1 he basic technique of a straight 
bat is sound for drfence but there 
should be all possible emphasis on 
attack, on the aggressive outlook. 
And if technique is going to prove 
the master of the luayer and not 
his servant, then it will not be 
doing its job 

Think cf some of the great bats¬ 
men and you will find very few 
who did not depart in some majoi 
degree from orthodoxy. 

Sir Leonard Hutton and Sir Jack 
Hobbs were two renowned masters 
of style and correctness (though 
you may be surprised to know 
Jack Hobbs was not coached). But 
what of Denis (kimpton. Bill Pons- 
ford and men of that ilk? They 
were ever ready to back their 
judgment and eyesight if the occa¬ 
sion demanded. 


SPORTING SAM 



confidence shattered by a nasty 
blow in the face. A bumpy pitch 
and a fast bowler and you have the 
first ingredients of “backing 
a w a y,” the greatest mistake any 
batsman can make. 

And, as W. G. Grace inaintained 
over half a century ago, it is much 
harder to produce attractive stroke 
players when the pitches are'bad. 

The faster and truer th^ are, 
the easier your batsmen will learn 
the fundamentals of stroke play 

Unsatisfactory turf pilches are 
the main reason why I see a good 
deal of merit in hard wickets. I 
learnt my cricket on concrete, 
with coir or canvas mat covering 
and know its limitations. Theie is 
no substitute for good turf. But to 
teach young lads the rudiments of 
stroke play it is most helpful that 
there should be some uniiormlty 
in the behaviour of the ball. 

Some of the experimental pitches 
which are a combination of rubber 
and bitumen (or similar mixture) 
offer considerable promise They 
have the advantage that no water¬ 
ing and roiling is required »nd tne 
cost of maintenance is negligible 

Publishers: Rupa gc Co. 

(to be continued) 


by Reg Wootton 
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m Sensations 



Cricket^s first riot 


C ROWD fMliaf ran high u apec- 
tatora tanaely watched the 
Wait Indiea fighting hard againat 
England in the Third Teat Match 
at Georgetown in former Britiah 
Goyana on Saturday, February 27, 
19 ^ 

Enj^nd bad acored 435 in their 
ftrat inninga widi their cimtain Len 
Hutton, making 169. The West 
IndiOa did badqr againat the fast 
bowling of Brian Stathmn (Laa< 
caahir^ who took four wickets for 
63. At one stage the West Indies 
had nwdc only 139 runs for seven 
^arkkets. 

Then came a partnership be¬ 
tween Clifford MeWatt and John 
Hoh who, as England's bowlers 
tta^ in the sticky afternoon heat, 
totdc the mtal past 200. The excite¬ 
ment grew as me pair's stand near¬ 
ed 100: there was a lot of betting 
on their reaching it. 

At 99, MeWatt struck the ball 
towards the leg-side boundary. 
Then not realising that Peter May 
had picked it up, he turned for a 
second run. Holt’s runner sent him 





In SIX inspiring 
ihadss for smoother I 
flow end beautiful I 
olean writing. I 




back. He turned and raced back 
to his original end. 

May threw the ball in over the 
stomps to wicketkeeper Godfrey 
Evans. MeWatt was stili two yards 
shmt of die crease u^en the balls 
were off Evans swore to it — and 
MeWatt agreed himself diat he was 
out. There was no a»ument about 
it as umpire *'Badge’*^Menties rat 
sed his nngar to signal “out". 

MeWatt made straight for* the 
pavilion. There was an “angry 
silence” in the crowd. Then they 
erupted. 

Bottles, cans, stones, even pack- 
ing cases were flung on the pitch; 
it was cricket’s 6rst major riot. 
The bottles and odier missiles were 
not only coming from the "chea¬ 
pest” part of the ground — which 
was partitioned off by tall wire 
mesh netting -> bnt from all over. 
Even hrom the enensive teats 
there were howls of abuse. 

Two missiles landed in the press 
box where eight British correspon- 
—i—I dents were co¬ 
vering the match. 
Helmeted police, 

■ . , - mounted and on 

foot, rushed to 
^m the fringes cf the 

ground to pre- 
vent the crowd 
H H swarming on the 

■ pitch. 

A 4^ Denis Compton 

^ H picked up a bottle 

VH B and flung it back 

■ ■ ■ into the crowd. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Leg-pulling John- 

■i " B ® nic Wardle pick- 

ed iw a rum bot¬ 
tle, held it to his 
Ups and pretend- 
ed to be drunk. It 
was a Joke the 
• n g r y crowd 
didn’t appreciate. 

la the pavilion, 
oflkials hurriedly 
met to take a de- 
eision. They want- 
play abaadon- 
ed for the day to 
allow the crowd 
to cool down. 

;i*i. Stanley Jones, 

president of the 
BritiA Guyana 
M Board of Control, 

went out to Hut- 
ton to tall him: 
“The scene is be- 

. coming ugly,” he 

said. *1 think you 


and your team should come off 
the field” 

Hutton rapBed, “No, well stay. 
We want anoUier wideet or two 
this evening because we mean to 
win the match. These pemile aren't 
going to get us off. That may be 
dieir idea but they are wrong.” 

Meanwhile, Ken Wishart, secre¬ 
tary of the Board of Control, bad 
telephoned police HQ and asked for 
the riot squad to be sent. Before 
they arrived, the bottle throwing 
ceased and the crowd were per¬ 
suaded to get back to their stands 
and seats. Many took the bottles 
back — and the match resumed. 
But Mensies and the other umpire 
“Whig” Gillette had poUce protec¬ 
tion on their way to the West In¬ 
dies dressing-room Meanwhile, the 
riot squad waited outside the 
ground, truncheons and tear gas 
bomb at the ready. 

The crowd simmered down as 
the day’s play ended —• but the 
situation was summed up by one 
of the West Indian players, Gerry 
Gomes “They were just like the 
crowd at a bull fight when the bull 
escapes the kill” 

Hutton’s insistence on continu¬ 
ing saved a still more serious 
situation Later he confessed, “1 
was really scared I feared it would 
get worse and we would have no 
alternative but to come off 

“I didn’t like the thought of 
letting a rabble get away with it 
and stopping a match we were on 
our way to winning” 

The police were heavily reinfor¬ 
ced when play resumed on Monday 
(there had even been a suggestion 
that the 1st Battalion of the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, gar- 
risonlng the former colony, should 
patrol the grbund — but It was felt 
that this might inflame the crowd 
still more at a time of tome poli¬ 
tical unrest). There was excite¬ 
ment, but no rioting. 

The West Indies were 241 for 
nine when Saturday play ended. 
They were dismissed for 251 and 
in their second innings made 256. 
England, with 75 runs for one wk> 
ket in their second innings, won 
by nine wickets. Hutton’s tide bed 
begun the fiidit back from two- 
down, and eventually went on te 
level the sertes. 

From that Vatican of British 
cricket, the MCC, Hutton in 
Georgetown had this telegram -> 
“Beat congratulations to jrou all on 
a well-deserved victory and to you 
on your personal contribution and 
Sne example in difficult 
circumstances.” 

— JACK VIVIAN 
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CAREER RECORDS 

of the 16 for Australia 

Compiled by Sudhir Vaidya 


’f -: 

ft. T.; ftlmll 1!tophy 
D. T.: Duteep Trophy 
I. C.; Irani Cup 
O.F.C. Mate.: Other first, 
class matches. 


S 2 MX < S 

AMABNATH M. (N. Punjab, Punjab ft Delhi) 

§i 

s 

¥i 

u 

1 

Z 

X 



T. 

13 

24 

1 

737 

85 

32.04 — 

5 

3 

14 

1235 

42 

498 

10 

49.80 

R. T. 

41 

58 

9 

1577 

115* 

32.18 2 

8 

5 

25 

5818 

247 

2468 

93 

26.53 

D. T 

13 

24 

6 

469 

99 

26.05 — 

2 

1 

9 

2048 

77 

940 

28 

33 J7 

I. C, 

4 

6 

— 

93 

68 

ISJO — 

1 

2 

1 

»8 

17 

247 

S 

49.40 

O.F.C. Mats. 

11 

IS 

— 

608 

83 

33.77 — 

5 

2 

6 

1184 

39 

562 

10 

5620 

. 

iT 

130 

16 

3484 

115* 

30.56 2 

21 

13 

55 

10873 

422 

4715 

146 

3229 


AMABNATH S. (N. Punjab, Punjab ft Delhi) 

T. 7 13 — 403 124 31.00 1 2 1 4 

R. T. 47 68 9 2610 202 44.23 5 IS 8 18 

D. T. 16 28 3 888 122* 35.52 1 8 3 7 

1. C. 2 4 — 85 48 21.15 _ — 2 — 

O.F.C. Mats. 11 18 3 466 68 31.06 _ 4 3 


BEDI a S. 

83 131 15 4452 

(Punjab ft Delhi) 

202 

38.37 

7 

29 

14 

T. 

53 

82 

20 

553 

SO* 

8.91 


1 

19 

R. T. 

59 

72 

10 

804 

61 

12.96 


2 

8 

D. T. 

15 

22 

4 

249 

58 

13.83 


2 

3 

I. C. 

4 

6 

2 

104 

56 

26.00 


1 
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This family's weakness for Vinkola-12 
is their greatest strength! 


vinkola-12 


the iron tonic with Vitamin B 
for an active, healthy life 


Come alive with health Let life be fun Take 
Vinkola-12 every day 

Vmkold-12 doubles the energy output in every 
body. Naturally It contains t^dy-building 
ingredients a unique balance of Iron and 
Vitamin B 12 plus Glycerophosphates 


0 


Standard 


So make Vinkola-12 your family s 
weakness too—like Amol Palekar's— 
for an active healthy life 


STANDARD PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 



It 
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fresh and glowing with 



fljlP Now, a more fragrant Hamam 
i for that fresh and glowing feeling 

I family will love 

Hamam for a fresh and glowing you. 

~ HAMAM 

fc, the longer lasting toilet soap 


''v J 

A \ 




Tomco products 
are better buys 
They cost less 
perform better 


Th« Tata OH Mills Company LImItad 
CMTH IS ntR 


INSTITUTE OF BANKING SERVICES 

Announces one-year correspondence course 
for preparing candidates for 

A) Bank Clerkship Exam. 

(Clerk. Typist. Cashier. Godown-Keeper, Stenographer etc.) 

Minimum Qualification: Matric/Madhyamic/S.F./H.S./S.S.L.C./ S.S.C.or equivalent. 
Age : 18-25 (for S.C./S.T. 18-30). 

B) Probationary Officer/Trainee Officers' Exam. 

(State Bank of India. 14 Nationalised Banks and other Scheduled Banks) 

Minimum Qualification : Graduate 
Age : 20-25 (for S.C./S.T. 20-30). 

For prospectus and Admission Form send a self-addressed 25 paisa stamped 
envelope (4" x 9") stating the exam. {Sank Clerkship Exam, or Probationary 
officers'Exam.) in which you are interested, to 

The Programme Director. 

Institute of Banking Services 

10. Old Post Office Street. Calcutta-700001 
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Volleyball 


Sri Ram Rayons pipped 



Bcjranc Soimni and It K. Purahit (10) wait to eaanter a 
auccesaful bladi by CeMral Cowmand hi tbc fiaal af the 
All-India Madian Sinidi Tatleyball Tauroamciit 



Sumer Singh af Sri Ram Rayona sinaahes and the blockera 
are beaten. Hem Sini^ waita te retrieve the aituatian 


nearly a decade Sri Ram 
" Rayona of Kota have been a 
force to reckon wiRi in baaketball. 
Later they extended their Intereat 
to volleyball, recruited promiaing 
youngstcra, bMidea a few tried and 
tested wairiors. Naturally they 
have now become one of the top 
combinations in the North but for 
all their skill and bubbling endiu- 
siasm they were pipped at the post 
by well-knit Central Command 
when they met in die final of the 
All-India Mohan Singh Volleyball 
Tournament 

Rayons who were the pre-match 
favourites threatened to take Cen¬ 
tral Command by storm, claiming 
the first two games at lS-8, 15-13. 
Then came an unnecessary break 
because the organisers diinking 
that the match may be over before 
the chief guest arrived, kept the 
teams waiting on the sidelines for 
nearly 30 minutes. 

This break perhaps told on &e 
Rayons and Central Command kept 
themselves in the match by claim 
ing the third game at 13. Even 
then Rayons could have wrapped 
up the tie in the fourth game wher 
they led S-2 only to allow Central 
Command hit back to covert the 
defecit to lead. 

Rayons pulled up and twice held 
match points at 14-12; but the 
Command boys were a determined 
lot. pulled up at 14 and won at 
16-14 Two games all and Rayons 
once gain allowed the initial ad¬ 
vantage to slip past and Central 
Command won the game at 15-13 
and with it the title 

Central (Command is practically 
the Army team and have a skilled 
bunch in Hem Sin^, Inder, K C.S 
Nair, Neki Ram, Shanmukham and 
Mohinder They had shown their 
paces earlier in the tournament 
defeating last year’s runners-up 
South Central in a tough match 
over five games Meanwhile Ra¬ 
yons had showed their superiority 
over the holders, U.P. Police beat 
ing them in straight games within 
a space of an hour. 

Rayons team included Shyam 
Sunder and Prabhakar Raju who 
represented South Central last year 
and with Suresh Misra, Purohit and 
Bajrang Somani weighing in, they 
made a very fine impression. But 
the team has still to settle down. 
A couple of more tournaments and 
Rayons will be hitting the head¬ 
lines in volleyball too. 

For an all India tournament, the 
organisation was not up to the 
mark and also they had to rush 
through too many matches in a 


limited time In adoition to that 
the organisers also added boys' and 
women’s sections, the latter mat 
ches of course had to be shifted to 
another venue later 
Since this is the only maim 
volleyball tnuinanient in the capi 
tal, It would be better for the 
organisers to spread it over ten 
days or so and see that the touina 
ment dates do not clash As it is. 
Border Secui ity 1 nrce, one ot the 


best teams in the country could 
not make it because of their own 
inter-battalion matches 

The inclusion of BSF would have 
given the tournament much more 
impni tance Now that the federation 
problems have been lesolved one 
hopes that the organisers would 
be able to gei more outstation 
teams 

— SW Con espondent 


SPORTSWEBK, October 23. 1977 


17 




Table tennis 


conquers the south 


Sudhir Itedke... 
uadencwred hit 
cballMge t* tlw 
tap Mpat la the 
mUional rankiaf 
by wianiac M 
Ecnttludm 



Phadke 


F rustrating r. sekhar twice 

is two days, Sudhir Phadke 
uadorwored his challenge to the 
No. 1 place in India by winning 
the Southern India Regional Table 
Tennis Championships at 
Ernakulam. 

Winning fire matches through 
22 games in the last stages, Sudhii 
Phadke showed Caesarian deter 
minaiion and staying powers It 
looked as if die gods had conspired 
against Sekhar. However hard he 
tried, he just could not stop Phadke 
from getting a 20-22, 22-20, 21-17. 
16-21, 23-21 win. The Delhi stai 
truly came, saw and conquered. 

Sekhar slipped, as it were, from 
the peak. lu led 19-15 and 20-18 
in me decider. And really, the 
nutch looked Sekhar’s throui^out 
As in their quarter-final league 
matc^ Sekhar kept on rolling wit'i 
cunning variations in speed His 
rolls —- not having much spin — 
Phadke found difficult to control 
Frequently he returned loose and 
Sekhar, with obvious relisht killed. 
Moreover, Phadke’s attack just 
didn’t work until it turned lethal 
from 1S19. Phadke swung his arms 
and took the chance Luck went 
with the brave. 

Phadke's campaign almost endt‘d 
before it began. In his first match 
in the league, he lost die first two 
pmes to Arun Kumar, known to 
be his bogey man. But Phadke 
didn’t ^ve up He put on the pres¬ 
sure intteadi Arun Kumar finally 
bowed to Miadke’s superior tactics 
for his first defeat (Hie expedite 
rule was enforced in the first game 
Itself). 

The Karnataka youngster, who 
was not seeded amaringlv, lost a 
great change Stalling as favourite, 
Arun Kumar could only finish 
third in the group Hiough, it must 
be said, Sekhar produced an out ot 
the-world, stunning drop-shot at 
20-19 in the fifth game Arun Kii 
mar stood glued for some time be 
fore realising he’d lost 

In fact, Sekhar made generous 
use of drop-shots against all the 
defensive players. The clincher was 
the fast pace he set. The defender s 
ran and ran to retrieve. Even Jagan 
nath gave up in the fifth game 
Sekhar won the gruelling semi 
final 21-11, 21-13, 29-31, 17-21, 2110 
In the other semi-final, Dilip Rat 
Saxena gave a curious displas 
losing in four games to Phadke 
Earlier, Saxena bad followed nn 
his upset win over sixth-seeded Ra 
mesh Babu with emphatic verdicts 
against partner N. V Ashok and 
Sanjay Kathuria in the quarter-final 


league But the gioup belonged to 
lagannath. He emerged leader with¬ 
out exerting himself UP’s Santas 
Kathuria, in this group, and fifth- 
seeded Vilas Menon, in the other, 
got overiun in all their matches 

One remarkable event in this 
tournament was the hot compel! 



Nandini Ivulkarni . . . un¬ 
beaten in the tournament 


tion in the women’s section The 
standard too was not bad Proving 
that she had curbed her rashness 
and showing distinct ball-sense. 
Railways’ Nandini Kulkarni came 
through unbeaten In the final she 
beat Kaiavati Seetaram of Mahara¬ 
shtra 2113, 14-21, 21-17, 21-16. 
While Nandini didn’t have many 
problems making the final, hurdles 
were cropping up, so to speak, for 
Kalavati. In the group league, she 
just survived against Kashmirs 
Patel {22-20. 19-21, 21-16, i&21. 
23-21) and Ratan Mahsjan (21-17, 
17-21, 21-19, 19-21, 21-19). And in 
the semi-final K i r a n Wardekar 
tuined too emotional after leading 
2-1. 

Her temperament, in fact, is a 
point Kiran Wardekar should look 
after Playing with a Phantom on 
one side, she showed rare control. 
But only over her strokes. She 
must learn to live with nerves too. 

Benigal’s Soumen Ganguly provi¬ 
ded sharp contrast He kept his 
cool and went on to win the boys’ 
singles Rajat Kathuria of U.P 
gave a good performance, finishing 
second. He had made the quarter¬ 
final through an upset win over 
V Chandramouli But Chandra- 
moult bad got his fill in the men’s 
section when he beat former na¬ 
tional junior champion R. $. 
Balachandran. 

S. Sriram of Maharashtra dis¬ 
appointed. In his first match in 
the quarter-final league, he was 
beaten by Carfew Roy. But Nishith 
Vyas ou^l^d Roy, and then lost 
to Sriram So all three ded for the 
top place in the group. The places 
were decided on game average. Sur¬ 
prisingly, Nishith Vyas (score 


IS 
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4*3) . wu declared lead«*, above 
Sriram (score 54). 

The girls* singles final was the 
only final to produce a shock re¬ 
sult. Snigdha Mehta of M.P. beat 
top seeded B. Usha . 21-16, 18-21, 
21-17, 21-13. The M.P. girl, in fact. 

S ot three titles in all — the girls’ 
oubles and the sub-junior girls’ 
singles too. Sudhir Phadke missed 
a triple crown. He and Jagannath 
got upset in the men’s doubles 
where a Kerala pair came out on 
top. Phadke won the mixed dou¬ 
bles with Veenu Bhushan of U.P. 
The boys’ doubles title went to the 
scratch combination of S. Sriram 
and V. Chandramouli. The sub¬ 
junior boys* singles went to Gau- 
tam Hazarika. 

The Southern India Champion¬ 
ships put. up a very important 
point: Is the present system in the 
singles good enough? A> it happen¬ 
ed, the leaders in one of the two 
groups in both boys and men 
could not make the final. Moreover, 
both finished fourth in the play¬ 
off. Jagannath lo.5t to Saxena 
(thou^ he'd won in the group 
match) and Nisbith Vyas lost 
Sriram. If the last year’s system 
had been retained both would've 
played straight for the title! And 
isn’t it absurd to have two matches 
between he same players in one 
tournament? 

If the TTFl is adamant about 
this system, they should at least 
give everyone an equal i It.met- Tn- 
stead of the knockout .-i 1 r. 2 
A 2 B 1 prevalent now. all four 
players .should play a league. And 
I would say that the result of the 
earlier match in he group should 
stand. 

LAST WORD: 

It is disgusting. that officials 
never mend their ways. Some play¬ 
ers who had come all the way 
from the north were unnecessarilv 
discriminated against in such mat¬ 
ters as hospitality. Ironically, all 
of them finished with major 
positions. 

— DEEP SAGAR 


R. Sekhar . . . 
slip from the 
peak in the final 




How much do you know? 


bv HOSEY MISTRY 


1. What is the duration of a hoc¬ 
key match? 

2. In football, can a goal be 
scored direct from an indirect 
free-kick? 

3. To avoid accidents what should 
be the free space around a 
wrestling mat? 

4. In chess, can the two players 
by agreement declare a game 
drawn? 

5. Will a weightlifter who has 
bMn awarded a scholarship for 
his athletic ability be allowed 
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to compete in the national 
championship? 

6. Can the referee in billiards 
give any advice or express 
opinion on points affectiiig 
play? 

7. Is it forbidden for the second 
to give his boxer stimulants 
orally or by inhalaiiun between 
rounds? 

ANSWERS: 

1. Two periods of 3S minutes 
each. 2. No. 3. Two metres wide. 
4. Yes. 5. No. 6: No. 7. Yes. 


Heard this one ? 

On the day of the local 
match, the raptam talk 
tng to one of his men. 

‘Look, here’s a pound.' lie 
-said. ‘Go out and boy a new 
ball or something Anything 
that'll help us win ' 

The match began and the 
captain noticed thai the same 
old ball was being used He 
called his max u\ei. 

‘What did you do with the 
pouud?’ he asked 

‘Well, .V->u said aiiythiiiR 
to help MS win.’ 

Yes' 

't gave It to the umpiie' 

tft 













Soccer talk-In—-__—_ 

A splash of petro-dollars 


HE retulu of our players and 
teams in international tourna* 
fiients in the last few years do not 
anaice happy reading. Defeats, at 
times by wide margins, in the Mer- 
dcka. Park Cup and the Asian 
Carnes, have soured the follower 
of the game. It is not uncommon to 
bear die plaint that while we once 
ruled or at least were among the 
top teams in Asia, we are no more 
than aisorans now. 

Our achieving of the fourth place 
in die 1956 Olympiad at Melbourne 
and winning of the gold medal at 
t^ 1962 Asiad at Jakarta are nos- 
taHlicaily recalled to soften the 
blows to our pride that we have 
been suffering in the seventies. 

But it is not realised that condi' 
thms obtaining in Asian football 
are far different from those of two 
or three decades ago. Then not 
many of the Arab and Gulf coun¬ 
tries, including Iraq, had had a 
football association for more than 
a few years. However, since the 
economies of these countries have 
diown a marked upward graph, 
their football fortunes have also 
rtocn by le^» and bounds. 

These middle-east countries 
have the money to develop the 
game through visits to foreign 
countries, mostly Europe, invite 
teams from Eurwe and now also 
oagage the top European coaches 
on salaries that the latter cannot 
dream of in their own native. 


football-wise rich countries. Jimmy 
Hill, Don Revie and lately Mario 
Zagallo, the man in 1970 who 
steered Brazil to permanent pos¬ 
session of the Jules Rimet Cup 
after having helped his country to 
their first two victories as a player 
in 1958 and 1962. 

The oil-rich countries have come 
to be aware of the prestige attach¬ 
ed to successes on the soccer field. 
They have geared much of their 
resources to achieving this end. 
And they have not been .slow in 
providing incentives to their play- 
ers to give of their best. 

Thus, two years ago when Ku¬ 
wait finished joint winners of the 
Asian Youth title with Iran, (he 
country with the longest tradition 
in the game in that area and who 
also engage foreign coaches — 
Frank O’Farrell. who had relieved 
of the post of manager of Manches¬ 
ter United after the George Best 
affair and poor results, guided 
them to the Asian Games gold me¬ 
dal, the Kuwaiti government is re¬ 
ported to have welcomed the play- 

Brazil first 

B razil became the first team, 
besides holders West Germany 
and hosts Argentina, to qualify for 
the final rounds of the 1978 FIFA 
World Cup to be held from June 1 
next. The other South American 
country certain of playing in ihe 


ers and officials to a ticker-tape 
welcome and given each a car. 

It is learnt that the Kuwait team 
will fly to Hong Kong, Seoul and 
Sydney for their World Cup pre¬ 
liminary games in the Asia/Ocea¬ 
nia group against Hong Kong, 
South Korea and Australia, respec¬ 
tively, in a private jet. A private 
jet and not a chartered one. Even 
World Cup holders West Germany 
do not fly by a private jet I 

As staggering as this is the in- 
centii'e held out by Tran to their 
team. Should they, as fancied by 
most, qualify for the final rounds 
of the World Cup in Argentina 
next year the players and the coa¬ 
ches will get a bonus of five mil¬ 
lion US dollars! 

And each player is assured of 
two lakh US dcllarsi And this is 
for qualifying for the final rounds. 
The mind boggles at the thought 
of what would be the reward 
should Iran reach the second phase 
of the final rounds, the quarter¬ 
finals. 

to qualify 

tournament proper is Peru, who 
had made such an impreasive die- 
but in Mexico in the 1970 series 
and lost to ultimate winners Brazil 
in a rousing quarter-final. Peru 
were then coached by a Brazilian 
Slur of their 1958 and 1962 success¬ 
ful team.s, Didi. 

A third country from this con¬ 
tinent, Bolivia, could also reach 
the final rounds. But they would 
have tc put it across Hungary, the 
winner of Euroj^ean Group 9, the 
teams meeting first in Hunrary on 
October 29 and then in Bofivie on 
November 30. 

Brazil, who finished fourth in 
1974 in West Germany, did not 
make an auspicious start to their 
campaign. The goalless draw with 
Colombia led to the sacking of 
their technical director or coach. 
Osvaldo Brandao. Their position 
was not helped when Paragai», the 
third team in the group, (tefeeted 
Colombia, 1-0, in Colontm. 

Then the tide turned in Brasil’s 
favour. First Colombia did them a 
good turn by drawing with Para¬ 
guay, 1-1, in Ascuncion. Brazil im¬ 
proved their prospects by whipping 
Colombia. 6-0, at the Maracana 
Stadium in Rio de Janeiro before 
going to Paraguay and winning by 
a solitary goal. Thus the draw 
(1-1) with Paraguay In the 
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Pele—world cdtizen 



Peie was bonaured and made a cltiaen af the warld at a 
receptian af ttic UnHad Natians far bi« contrHnitien ta the 
United NatkMW Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Ilie iatematfa* 
nally fantana aaccer atar received an Hanarary Citathm 
tram Mra. Guide Panta ieeni, Jr., Preaident at the U.S. 
Canwdttce far UNlCBI^in acknowiedgement at a partlna 
of the iNraceeda from **Pele’a Laat Game,” October I, and 
poBsible future co^iperatlan between Peie and UNICEF 
during International Year of the Child, 1979. In the picture 
are Mra. Gidda Pantaieeni (left), Peie and hie wife 
Roeemarie. Pic: — Ruby Mera 


Revie-baiting the game 


concluding match waa of no 
comMquenca. 

Zone 2 of the South American 
preliminaries waa won rather un¬ 
expectedly by Rolivia. The more 
fancied Uruguay got off on the 
wrong foot, drawing 1-1 widi Vene- 
suela and losing O-l to Bolivia, both 
away. That virtwdhr ruined their 
hopes and their TO victory over 
Venesuela and 22 draw wim Boli¬ 
via were of little help. The draw 
with Un«w in the return matdi 
was the only point Bolivia dropped. 

Zone 3 waa decided only in the 
sixth and last match, in which 
Peru defeated Chile, iO. Peru, too, 
had not started well, drawing both 
their away games with Ecuador 
and Chile, 1-1. Meanwhile Chile 
had come away from Ecuador with 
a 1-0 victory and won the return 
match 20. Thus going into the 
final match they had five points as 
against Peru’s four. But Peru 
stormed into the attack and won 
2-0 at home and a place in the lea 
gue among the sone winners. 

In this series among the sone 
winners, Brasil scraped past Peru, 
1-0, in the opening match before 
humiliating Bolivia, 84), four days 
later and clinching their place at 
the top. Peru, taking the field 
seven days after the game against 
Brasil, won SO over Bolivia, who 
now have to beat Hungary to join 
the other two teams fr^ the 
Pacific coast of South America 

The results: 

Zone 1: Colombia 0, Brasil 0; 
Colombia 0, Paraguay 1; Paraguay 

1, Colombia 1; Brasil 6, Colombia 
0; Paraguay 0, Braril 1; Brasil 1, 
Paraguay!. 

P W D L F A P 
Brasil 4 2 2 0 8 1 6 

Paraguay 4 12 13 3 4 

Colombia 4 0 2 2 1 8 2 

Zone 2: Venesuela 1 Uruguay 1, 

Bolivia 1, Uruguay 0, Venerueta 1, 
Bolivia 3, Bolivia 2, Venesuela O, 
Uruguay 2. Venesuela U; Uiuguay 

2, Bolivia 2 

Bolivia 4 3 1 0 8 3 7 

Uruguay 4121334 
Venesuela 4 0 1 3 2 7 1 

Zaon 3: Ecuador 0, Chile 1, 
Ecuador 1, Peru 1; Chile 1, Peru 1, 
Peru 4, Ecuador 0; Chile 3, Ecua¬ 
dor 0; Peru 2, Chile 0 
Peru 4 2 2 0 8 2 6 

Chile 4 2 1 1 5 3 .V 

Ecuador 4 0 13 19 1 

latenonal: Brasil 1, Peru 0; Bra¬ 
sil 8, Bolivia 0; Peru 5, Bolivia 0. 
BrazU 2 2 0 0 9 0 4 

Peru 2 1 0 1 S 1 2 

BoUvia 2 0 0 2 0 13 0 

— SW Corraapondent 
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I^OR every silver lining there is 
^ a dark cloud. Don Revie, hng. 
land’s former football manager. Is 
finding that the inversion of that 
old maxim is as true as die maxim 
itself And while Revie was leaving 
foi his new assignment in the 
United Arab Emirates that dark 
cloud was tbreataning to break out 
into a downpour leaving not a 
uace of the silver b^ind 

On the threshold of riches he 
could hardly have dreamt of. Re 
vie now is in the midst of a world¬ 
wide scandal, faces two inquiries 
and sanctions by the English Foot¬ 
ball Association and a possible sus¬ 
pension of his coniiact in the 
UAE 

Late * 1 ' Aoeusi »»ie Fnglish PA 
announced they wert taking Icgil 
action against Revie foi hieuLing 
a five year contract and set up i 
commiUion to handle the case 

FA 'secretary Ted Croker said 
that should Revie be found guilty, 
he could be fined and suspended 
from English soccer. And the FA 
might ask the Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA) and 
the world body (FIFA) to take 
similar sanctions 

Fair ot foul, that’s all in the 


game. And the manner of Revie’s 
walkout wasn’t wha: the ethics- 
conacious preachers may pre¬ 
scribe But English tradition tiad 
been transgress)^ English pride 
was hurt. Death to the traitor, they 
said, and began a muck-raking 
campaign that otherwise might not 
have been. 

A curious sentence that the FA 
included in its press statement was 
a wild, wild blow flung into the air 
by a boxer who is hopelessly 
cornered 

It said Revie had brought the 
game into disrepU’e! 

Exactly how, no one explained 
And barring a few sober minds, 
the English sportsenbes, forever 
revelling in extremes, used that 
•enteitce in refrain to rub it in In 
the light of the charges that fol¬ 
lowed. 11 would have been justi¬ 
fied. But this was plain pique 

The embers were still smoulder¬ 
ing when came the charge that 
Revie had fixed crucial matches 
for Leeds United, ’he first division 
league team he had so successfully 
managed before taking up the 
EiM^nd job 

The oil was tossed ino the Are 
by the Dally Mirror, a mass-circu- 

overleaf 
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Soccer talk ■ In _ 

lotion London tabloid, llie explo* 
tion was heard in the farawray 

The Mirror said 14 different 
witnesses had told it diat Revie 
had made "improper approaches 
aimed at clinching the results of 
games." It reported early this 
month that Mike 0*Grady, an ex- 
Leeds player, had been asked by 
Revie to approach a Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wanderers player before a 
first division match in 1972 which 
if Leeds had won (they lost 1-2) 
would have clinched them the lea¬ 
gue title. 

O’Grady and Revie, under whose 
managership Leeds had the most 
glorious 14-year spell of their ca¬ 
reer, denied the charges and Re- 
vie’s solicitors said he was suing 
die paper. The Mirror, however, 
said they were yet to hear from 
Revie. 

Within three days came the sec¬ 
ond bribery charge. It went back 
to 1962, die year Revie took over 
Leeds, then in the second division 
and threatened with relegation to 
the third. 

Bill Allen, for 25 years the chair¬ 
man of Bury, said Bob Stokoe who 
was Bury’s manager dien, had been 
offered SOO pounds by Revie to 
ask his players to "take it easy” 


playing against Leeds. Bury too 
faced relegation and Allen said, 
“At that time we saw die funny 
side of the thing, and it never got 
that far " 

Leeds survived relegation and 
from that year went from strength 
to strength, building up Revie’s 
image as one of the most outstand¬ 
ing managers and leading to his 
eventual assension to the England 
job 

The FA has promised another 
probe, jointly with the English 
Football League, and there was 
word that the UAH might suspend 
his contract pending the outcome 
of the inquities 

Which means that Don in Dubai 
is in for a swelteiing time just 
when the temperature in the sand 
strewn Gulf is beginning to tool 
down. 

At about the same time that tiu 
Mirror exposee was giving Riitnns 
the chance to stray fiom the talk 
about the day’s weathci Mai lo 
Zagalo was in Wales 

In case you have torgotten, Za- 
galo was Brazil’s midfield kingpin 
in their World Cup triumphs if 
1958 in Sweden and 1962 in Chile 
and manager of that South Amen 
can squad of 1970 in Mexico that 


todk the Jules Rimet Cup for 
keeps. 

In his playing days Zagalo was 
called the ‘Ant’ for his quiet indus- 
triousness. There were players in 
that great Brazilian side who re> 
sented his inclusion: he didn’t 
quite measure up to their genius 
But critics agree that without the 
consistent labour that Zagalo was 
doing in the midfield the geniuses 
might not have had the opportu¬ 
nity to sparkle as they did. 

Now Zagalo has fallen for the 
lure of the Gulf. He is the national 
coach of Kuwait and he was here 
with his team preparing for their 
Asian zone qualifying tournament 
for the World Cup. 

Zagalo’s Kuwait did extremely 
well in holding Wales goalless in 
an international at Wrexham. Cri- 
ticii bad words of praise for the 
Kuwaitia but the very next day 
lamt a siuniicM Kuwait were bea¬ 
ten 7 1 bv Wi exham Club in a 
tnendlv aftei having led until the 
20th ntinuic 

But Zagalo, aIway^ the cool and 
uniuftlcd tiisloniei, refused to be 
broken hcai ted by that trouncing 
He blamed the aberration on the 
long, tiring tout n e y the team 
undertook from Loudon by tram 
and said the defeat in no way re¬ 
flected on the team's calibre. 

— S KAISARE 


Some men will use 
Palmolive De-Luxe 
After Shave 
for the way it feels 



PALMOLIVE 


Other men- 
for what it (does 

f. 




Palmolive Oe-Luxe After Shave lotion—Cool.refreshing, exntingly different) 


Feel II brace your skin with a 
crisp tingling Ireshness 
Palmolive Oe Luxe After Shave 
IS spiced with an exclusive new 
fragrance For a bold masculine 
appeal that's hard to resist 
And even herder to forget 
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Harwood 

Super 

League 


The tupce league in Bom¬ 
bay ta neariu completion 
wHh Orkey well on the road 
to victory at the time of 
writing. Mafatlal won the 
penant laat year 


Talp’ii n CijTha ]rop« * head ?i» the mat»^ '»» wwt 

Na%v wKidi the fmirLr won M 
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Varsity badminton 


A MRIT BRAR and Oarsban help- 
^ ed Punjab win the North Zone 
Women'a Inter-Univer&ity Badmin> 
ton tournament held in Chandi¬ 
garh recently. In the final they 
toppled last year’s winners Guru 
Nanak Dev, Amritsar 2-1. 

In all, 14 Universities participa¬ 
ted in the tournament nut 
three namely Agra, Puniab and 
Guru Nanak were actually in the 
picture. Neena Mangalik of Agra 
WM the most impressive jplayer of 
the tournament. A U.P. State jun¬ 
ior player, Neena won all the sin 
gles and doobles matches and was 
Instrumantai in Ama’s victories 
over Rajasthan and Himachal Pra¬ 
desh. Though the won her singles 
against Manjit Brar of Punjab alto 


in the semi-finalt, she lost die dou¬ 
bles match due to lack ol support 
from her partner Sudba. 

Last year’s wiimert Guru Nanak 
Dev. Amritsar reached the final 
with their identical ZO victories 
over Delhi and Kurukdietra. Amrit 
Brar of Punjab rose to great 
heiidits. She won the first singles 
against Paramjit 11-2, 114. Alter 
her teammate Darahan lost to 
Renu 7-11, 9-12, she partnered Dar- 
shan to win the doubles tie against 
l^ramjit and Reno 15-2, 15-9. 

Neena Mannlik of Agra was 

S iven a special prise for her stou^ 
earted play vmich endeared her 
to the crowds. 

— M. P. VERMA 



U. P. Schools badminton 


Patu Memorial 


soccer 

C USTOMS AND CENTRAL EX¬ 
CISE, a prominent local outfit, 
in their very first year of partici¬ 
pation in the Patu Majumdar Me¬ 
morial Football Tournament, bag¬ 
ged the coveted trophy defeating 
Ambala Heroes, in the repkyed 
final by a solitary goal at the MMM 
Stadium in Allahabad. 

The earlier meeting between the 
two had ended in a 1-1 draw. IDie 
visltars from Haryana were con¬ 
siderably handicapped in the re¬ 
played final. They were reduced to 
10 men as other players had left 
for home when the Tournament 
Committee did not accede to dieir 
request to give them a day’s rest 
before the replay as they would be 
playing for fourth consecutive day. 

-- S- S. 


A gra retained the badnrinton 
tltla, vrbiio Allahebod were 
crowned die new taUo tcnids 
champions at the two-day UJP. 
Schools Inter-Regional Meet vrhidi 
was held in Allahabad’s Mayo Hall 
Sports Complex. 

Agrt repeated their last year’s 
performance accounting for Luck¬ 
now by two matches to one. Nemia 
MangUk of Agra proved to be the 
star pl»or winning her singles 
against Pankaj Misra 11-1,114 and 
helped Geeta Manglik in winning 
the doubles tie against Pankaj 
Misra and Maya Chitlani 154, 150. 
Kanak Misra scored Lucknow's 
only win against Geeta Sharma 
winning by 11-5, 12-9. 

Neena Manglik annexed the in¬ 
dividual title also making short 
work of AlMiabad’s top player Su- 
kedia Abrol by 11-5, llO, 


AlMiabad wrested the table ten¬ 
nis trophy troiiBcing Meerut by 
dim notchos to nil Allefaebod 
achieved diis honour widiout field¬ 
ing Anju Gupta in the singles 
cvmt Anju became the new sin- 
Mes champion of the State. Neeta 
Kesarwani of Allahabad put her 
team ahead defeating Vandana 
21-1, 21-10. Taru Bhargava gave 
Allahabad a 241 lead getting the 
better of Sarita Mahajan, die 
reigning U.P. women’s champion 

21- 15, 21-13. Neeta and Anju com¬ 
bined well to dispose of Sarita and 
Ranjana 22-20, 21-17. 

In an all-local final, Anju defeat¬ 
ed Neeta Kesarwani by 17-21, 21-17, 

22- 20 in the most thrilling match 
of the tournament to bag the open 
singles title. Agra’s Neena Bansal 
had provided the tournament's big¬ 
gest upset on the first day, toppling 
nucied Sarita Mahajan. 

— SANTOSH SINGH 



Aasiotaat Company Cemmaadcr Bahadur SltHfii 
The Slate Bank team, winners of the team event reeelviitg die bi^ rider award from Madhva 

in the later-Inslitutional T.T. tournament Pradesh Governor Satyanurain Sinha in dte M.P. 

held in Bhopal Strie PoHee Gamea^ in Bhopal 
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The AMumption College team. Seated In 
centre la captain Sheela Joseph. Coach 
ChrMopber Simon is atanding in centre 


A>G. Kerala's Vellappan is amaahing In 
the final against A-G, West Bengal 


AG, KERALA won the All-India 
" Inter-Audit Volleyball tourna¬ 
ment defeating West Bengal Audit 
15-12, 15-10, 15-17, 15-12. The mat 
ches were held at the volleyball 
courts of the AG's Office, 
Trivandrum. 

The match was a real cliff han¬ 
ger with Kerala failing to pull 
through after being 14-7 up in the 
third game, having won the first 
two games. West Bengal fought 
back bravely, levelled the score at 
14, and went on to win the game. 
The service changed hands four 
times when Kerala were only a 
point away from victory, scenting 
waves of excitement through the 
large crowd, almost overflowing 
into the court. 

For Kerala captain Prakash and 
Unni spiked well and Ramachan- 
dran and Vellappan lent good sup¬ 
port. West Bengal captain Chou- 
dary lifted and smashed well. Their 
defence was superb but their 
spiking was not up to mark and 
that was their undoing. 


Kerala 


sports 

gave nothing away and put up a 
stiff fight. But their captain and 
university player Susan Abraham 
fouled herself out in the Sth minute 
of the second half. With no one to 
control their game their defence 
wilted. 


Assumption playing fast basket¬ 
ball with their captain and univer¬ 
sity star Sheela Joseph in top 
form, succeeded in piling up bas¬ 
kets. Sheela, excelling in her under¬ 
hand lay-up shots top scored with 
22 points, while Usha put in 15. 
The Assumption zone defence 
worked well with Susan and Asha 
collecting rebounds well. 

In the semi-finals. Assumption 
College defeated St. Xavier’s, Al- 


waye 53-37 and St. Teresa's had 
no difficulty in crushing weak Wo¬ 
men's College 44-7. 


I^AR tVAKlOS COLLEGE, 
Trivandrum won the Fr. ■ 
Berthoiomew Memorial All-Kerala 
Inter- colleglete Basketball tourna¬ 
ment conducted by the Sacred 

Heart Coltegc, 'ntevara. In tha 
finals Ivanioa beat R.E.C. Calicut 
79-43. Mar Ivanios are in the run¬ 
ning for the University title for 
the third year in succession. 

The architect of their victory 
was their captain Jose Joseph, who 
used his 6 ft. 3 in. frame to good 
advantage to average 25 pdnts. 
Jose Joseph is a regular State 
player. He has represented the 
University thrice and was captain 
last year. Mar Ivanios has five Uni¬ 
versity players amongst its ranks 
— Jose, Clement Joseph, Mohan 
Samuel, Bijali and Francis Thomas. 

— BINOO S. JOHN 


In the semi-finals Kerala over¬ 
came a spirited challenge from 
Madhya Pradesh, while West Ben¬ 
gal defeated Himachal Pradesh 
the North Zone winners. 

Earlier, in the South Zone meet 
Kerala had to fight for all they 
were worth to defeat Andhra Pra¬ 
desh Audit aud claim the title for 
the fourth year in succession. 

Basketball 

A SSUMPTION COLLEGE, Chan- 
^ ganacherry, won the Kerala 
University Women’s Basketball 
titlg defeatlM St. Teresa’s College, 
Ernakulam 53-21. St Teresa’s were 
the holders of the title for the last 
two years. The final refunds eff the 
Inter-Collegiate were held at the 
univeraity courU, at Trivandrum. 

The match was not as one-sided 
as the score suggests- St. Teresa’s 



Jose Joseph receiving the Fr. Bartholomew Memorial 
trofdiy from P. 1. Alexander, chairman of the Coir Board 
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L<ilbau(| Bontbav 400 01^ 


■HI S PI 1 A 


Q WHAT is your opinion of the Cricket Board's 
new selection committee? 

— Rajiv Narain (Pune). 

A collection of spineless, gutless jellyfish. 

Q HOW many times has Sunil Gavaskar Kored 
a “duck” in bis Test career? 

— S P. Dhawale (Bombay-S7). 

POUR times in 62 innings. 

Q COULD YOU piease let me know the date of 
birth of Karsan Ghavri and his address? 

— Indrani Bhattacharyya (Calcutta*?) 
A H? was born on 28th February, 1851 Sorry, 
^ no addresses, please 

Q CAN Viswanath excel Vijay Hasare at num¬ 
ber four? 

— K P Padmanabhan (Hyderabad) 
A COMPARISONS, as Mrs Malaprop said, are 
^ odorous Hazare and Viswanath have excelled 
in their own ways 

Q HOW many Indian batsmen have hit up eight 
or mote centuries in Tests? 

— Ramkrishna Naik (Sanvordem, (^a) 
A TWO They are Polly Umngar, 12, and Sunil 
^ Gavaskar, ten 

WHO was the best fast bowler m India? 

— Anil N Dhdge (Pune) 
A MOHD NISSAR, the only bowler who could 
^ be termed fast 

Q WHAT is the address of the Raiasthan Cric¬ 
ket Association? 

— G S Pezsi (Calcutta-19) 
A WRITE to Mr Kishen Rungta, honorary 
^ secretary. Man Industrial Corporation Ltd. 
near Loco shed, Jaipur 

Q COULD you name the Indian hockey team 
that won the gold at the Tokyo Olympics in 

1964? 

— Aslam Nawab, Dharam Singh (Giridih, Bihar) 
A CHARANJIT SINGH (captain), Haripal Kau* 
^ shik (vice-captain), S Laxman, R. A Christy, 
Gurubux Singh, Prithipal Singh. Dharam Singh, 
Udham Singh, Jagjit Singh, Mohinder Singh, Rajin- 
der Singh, Joginder Singh, Balbir Siti^, V J. Peter, 
Harbinder Singh, Darshan Singh, Ali Sayeed and 
Bandu Patil Coach: Dharam Singh Manager: 1. M 
Mahajan 

Q WHERE and when was the first World Cup 
football tournament held and who were the 

winners? __ . 

— Ramesh Chand Gupta (Delhi-35). 

A URUGUAY hosted the inaugural World Cup in 
1930 and won file cup, defeating Argentina 
by four goals to two in the anal. 
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• by ARBIES 

'^LsCHESSI 


TN the first Asian Junior Cham* 
* pionship held at Baguio, Philip¬ 
pines, National Junior Champion, 
Praveen Thipsay ranked 3rd with 8 
points, behind Murray Chandler 
(New Zealand) who won the tour¬ 
nament with 8J points and Bacbar 
Kouatly (Lebanon) who took the 
2nd place with 8 points and better 

5. B. The tournament was a round 
robin league among 11 players 
Thipsay had to his credit a draw 
with the champion and a win 
against No 2. 

In the followiM game played in 
the tournament Thipsay launches a 
crushing King side attack 

PIRC DEFENCE 
White Praveen Thipsay 
Black* Goh Yoon Wah (Malaysia) 

1 P04, NKB3 2 NQB3 ta) PKN3 
3 PK4, Pg3 4 PB4, BN2 5 NB3, 00 

6. PK5, PxP (b) 7 BPxP (c> NQ4 
8 B0B4 (d) BK3 (e) 9 QK4 PQBS 
tf) 10 NK4, NB2 11 B03. N1R3-' 
(g) 12 PB3, PR3» (h) 13 00, Q02 
14 OKB2, PKR4 15 PxP ep, PxP 


^«7 0ULD vou care to tiv your 
4^.hand at a pai hand^ It\ ont 
of several constructed by my patt 
ner Shaiad Mhatie and myself just 
in case the A t B F decides to in 
vite us to set the pats for one of 
Its annual Par contests 

Contract. 6 Spades: 

Q 8 7 2 


K Q J 4 3 2 
(N) 

(S) 

K 10 6 5 4 3 
6 4 3 
K 5 4 2 
nil 

Bidding: N E S W 

' IS 2S 4S P 

4 NT 5D 5S P 

6S P P Dbl. 

IS: Canape 

28: Game-forcing cue-bid, pro¬ 
mising first-ruund spade control-- 
two auitor. 

Opening Lead: Diamond 6, 

Tho Wdding has marked West 
with all outstanding trumps and 
Bast with a rad-two suitor The 
opening lead is obviously a singia* 


BIKK 0. 

QBXl. 0NB2 IS, MK4: KBS. SB. 
1^1 (i) PKB4 21. NxB. KxN 22. 
NxBPch!. PxN 23. (J) 24. 

S Bfich, KNl 25. RB3. NKl 26. 

N3ch, N1N2 27. BxP, Black 
resigns (k). , 

(a) The little-played Richter- 
Veresov attack with which Ihipsay 
beat Kouatly. The game went: 2... 
PQ4 3. BNS, PKNfl. PK3 (MCO 
gives 4. BxN) BN2 S. NB3. NK5? 6. 
NxN, PxN 7. NQ2, 00 8. BQB4, 
PQB4 9 PB3. PxP 10 BPxP, KRl 
11 NxP. PN4 12. BK2. PKR3 13, 
BKB4. BN2 14. BBS. N02 15. N02. 
ON3 le BxB. QxB 17. QB3. QR3 18 
QR3 NB3 19. BxP and White won 
on the 36th move. Here Black opts 
for the more familiar Pirc Defence. 

(b) Black should take up the 
challenge with 6. . KNQ2 7. PKR4, 
POB4 8 PR5. PxQP leading to a 
wild game. 

(c) MCO 11 recommends 7. 
OPxPl. OxQch 8. KxQ, RQlch 9 
KKl, NQ4 10 NxN. RxN 11. BB4, 
RQl 12 NN5, PK3 13 BK2I 

(d) MCO 10 gives 8. NK4. BB4 
9 NN3, BNS 10 PB4 

(e) Natural would be 8. . . NN3 
9 BN3, NB3. 

(f) Consistent with his previous 
move IS to exchange pieces by 9 
NxN 10 PxN. BxB 11 QxB, N02 
(12 PK6’, NN3 13. PxPch, KRl). 

(g) Better 11. . BNS 12. PB3. 
PB3, to break up Wiite’s centre 
pawns The Black Knight on QR 
IS misplaced. 



by JIMMY MEHTA 


lull. For the contract to succaad. 
East’s Club Act has to bo tlngloton 

, The par play is to win tbs D Aeo 
in dummy and ruff a low club foil¬ 
ing East’s Ace. A haart to dummy’s 
Aca is followed by the cashing of 
three clubs on which South sheds 
all his diamonds including tho 
King. 

A low club is ruifad in hand, 
followed W a heart ruff to tha 
table, the fast club ruffed In hand 
and the laat heart ruffed on tha 
table: 

S Q 8 
D S 


8. K 10 6 


pvavaat MNS u 

tal. Even now 12. . . IV3 latwia 
preferable. 

(1) An exceptional case of 
Knights operating effective^ from 
the edge of the board. On IS. . . 
PxN 19. QB5 will ragain matarial 
with atta^. a.g. 19. . . KRKl 20. 
QR7eh, KBl 21. BxP and Black 
muat part with tha pi«;e by 21. . . 
KK2. for 21. . . BxB? 22. QRgch, 
BNl 23. NN6ch: or 22. . . KK2 23. 
QxPch. KBl 24. NN6cb leads to 
mate; if 19 . BKl 20. (>R7eh. 
KB2 21. BNSch, KK2 22. 
also recovers the piece widi 
attack 

( 1 ) On 23. . . RKNl 24. BxPchl. 
KxB 25. QR7ch etc. mates. 

(k) Even after 27. . . RxB 28. 
QxR mate will soon follow. 

END GAME 






I ‘ I 




'■"ssmife 




White* Kdl, Ba2; Nf7; P’s-bS. cS. 

Black; Kc8; Rb4: Bb8; P’kJ, o4, 
gS. 

White to play and win. 


West has been helplessly follow¬ 
ing suit all the time and is now left 
with AJ9 of spades Dummy’s dlo- 
mond IS ruffed with the lung of 
, spades and I guess you don’t need 
a blueprint of what follows: The 
full hand is as it has to be for tho 
contract to succeed consistent with 
the bidding: 

Q 8 7 2 

A 

A3 

KQJ432 


A J 9 
8 52 
6 

10 9 8 7 6 S 


Q J 10 9 7 
J 10 8 I 7 


K 10 6 S 4 I 
6 4 3 
X 5 4 2 
nil 

Da 1 hear voices In protest tog- 
getting that Beat could have tha 
spado Aca? This possibility can be 
discounted on two counts. Firitly, 
if Wtst lacks tha spade Ace, be is 
surely marked for nta doubt* with 
the (;lub Ace In this case tha con¬ 
tract cannot bs made on any lay 
of cards consistent with the bla¬ 
ding. Secondly, the double itself 
tuggestt trump tricks widi West. 
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MARCH TOWARDS 
A GOLDEN FUTURE 
WITH 




Deposit schemes for 
everyone... 

Credit facilities to 
suit every need... 

PNB h^lps you to provide 
yourself with a secure future. 
PNB's saving schemes like 
the Multi - Benefit and 
Old Age Deposit, Whole Life 
Monthly Income. 
Special Fixed Deposit, 
Recurring Deposit and many 
others have been specially 
tailored for you. Save with 
PNB and see how your 
savings grow! 

PNB also has a wide range 
of credit schemes for 
farmers, transport operators, 
exporters, small 
entrepreneurs, artisans, 
self-employed, students 
housewives, etc. 


Contact our naaratt branch 
for datails. 



\Sl puniob notionol bonk 

■ ■ ^ ...thB name you can bank upon. 
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Badminton---- 

Partho tops in Central meet 



Akfailevh (lef 

INTERNATIONAL Partho Gan 
gull <JabaIpur) won the 24th 
Central India Badminton Cham 
pionship edging out Syed Modi of 
UP 154, 615 and 1512 In a 44 
minute thrilling, tenee final 

In the absence of top ranking 
stars like Prakash Ganguli also 
accomplished his long ambition to 
win this major ranking tournament 
ar hw home, though the crowd fa 
vourite was Syed Modi Syed com 
pletely dominated the scene in his 
maiden appearance in these 
championships 

In the battle of nerves experi 
ence prevailed over youth other 
wise 16>year'Oid Syed Modi looked 
to be an easy winner in the second 
set But in the third set, Ganguli 
improved his game and stormed on 
to clinch the final 


Another led by from UP, Akhi 
lesh, a 16-year-old impressed all 
In ttie boys’ doubles final he beat 
P Chatterjee of M P ISIO, ISll 
Akhilesh has all thr qualities of a 
potential champion and he may 
rise to the top m the coming years 


, Partho Ganguli and Kanwal Thakur 



Syed Modi unlucky 
to lost 


winnen all 

Piesentiy he is a student in the 
sports hostel run by U P Govern¬ 
ment in Allahabad 

In the tense men’s dou hies final 
Kiran Kaushik and P Chengappa 
(Karnataka) lost to veterans Su- 
tesh Goe\ and Leroy D’aa, 1015, 
1315 In the semi-final Kaushik 
and Chengappa bad to fight hard 
for 75 minutes against doubles 
specialist Roman Ghosh and P 
Ganguli before winmog lS-1 2, 12 15 
and 15-9 

In the absence of indisposed na 
tiona! champion Ami Chia, Kanwal 
Thakur Singh triumphed She 
clinched three titles Ann Ghm had 
the consolation of winning the dou 
bles in partnership with Kat wal 
They beat Uma Murthy and van 
dana Ghiplunkar Farlier Kanwal 
clinched the women’s singles ea 
beating Uma Murthy 111, 116 
Kanwm in partnership with Ch en- 
gappa won the mixed doubles ev«*nt 
nosing out Kiran Kaushik and Uina 
Murthi 1215, 15 4 159 

— BRIJFNDRA PANDE V 
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T«nniir 

‘Bleep’ 


means 
it’s out 
—anid 
no back 
chat 

tub NASTA&'B, die moit eon* 
* troverelel pLeyer in world teih 
nle, may eoon lieve nothint more 
to erfue nbotit on court. 

For Neataw er«d other volatile 
•tar* will be illiericed by a "bleitti’* 
if an experuneptiil IbiMall tyatein 
nrove* to be more accurate than 
the human eyii. 

The £6000 t.yritem is being tried 
for the first tune on a thre^eek 
Tropbee Pernod Intemadonal in* 
door circuit in Edinburidi- 

There wiU be^no line*Judges, 
only two arid a half inch wide 
strips of ribbon running along the 
outside ed|(es of the white lines of 
the court 

The elecUr ical circuits in the rib* 
bon are connected to a computer 
which operates a light on the um¬ 
pire’s control board to indicate if 
the bail is in or out. 

If the ball is out the computer 
operates a sound signal ^ich 
gives a c tear “bleep” — and no¬ 
body. not even Nastase, can argue 
with that. 

The idea which eOuld revolutio 
nise wot Id indoor tennis, is the 
brain-chi Id of Dr. David Supran, a 
42-year-<ild Londoner. He says die 
system srhich is designed to elimi¬ 
nate human error, took him eiaht 
years trj develop. 

But what do the playet-s think? 
Britairi’s number one, Mark Cox. 
who tested the new mediod at 
Southrall commented: “This can be 
a great step forward. At the mo- 
‘ment, it’s only in Us infancy but, 
in tb.eory, umpires should be able 
, m c ontrol games better, iie will 
certtilnly be the boss. 

“i3ut if the ribbon can be widen¬ 
ed to six inches, it would be a big 
help to the players.” 

Ann Jones, former Wimbledon 
champion said: “It's a step in die 



Hie Nastase quarrels with the umpire over a line deci¬ 
sion . . . under the new system he can’t do that 


right direction^ Anything that take- 
the heat out of a situation has got 
to be a good thing." 

Mrs. Jones agreed with Cox that 
the two and a half inch strip is 
not wide enough, and added: “It 
would be better if the bleep was 
louder, too.” 

Former British Davis Cup cap¬ 
tain, John Barrett, now a director 
of Slazenger, sounded a cautionary 


note when he told me: “There are 
lan.>'. to adapt this system to grass 
ut a lot of proving work has to be 
done first. ' 

“To talk in terms of next year’s 
Wimbledon would be premature. 
But everyone will be watching the 
Pernod tournament very closely 
indeed.” 

— MICHAEL TAUB 
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Ckand Prix at MSliTA’s home 


t KB Maiiwaaiitrii Suite Lewn 
teimlt Astoeifttion will con- 
diKt Sm Cdfste Greml Frte Ten- 
ale CSMuapiWMbip of ln<Ba-lS77 
«t Iti ewa tlodiun «t Coq^oie 
(noiti Norombor 28 to Decombor 4. 
If77, 

Hm tournomoat hu been wen' 
•orod by ColMte^Piliiidlve (ladta) 
Pvt Ltd. wbo, under their Con* 
ninuty service Progremmet have 
•pMMOred Mveral etete end netlo. 
aid level aporte cvmtt in the pest 
MHifa Devld R. Poster eaaouB' 
ced diet the Colgete*Pelinolive 
CMSpny hed token over UMnser* 
ship of the nMn'i Grand Pria^ it 
amem diet Coisete, long the donU- 
aim (oree la sponsorship of wo> 
nMNi*B sports, had now beemae die 
maipr sponsor of tennis in the 
world. 


The aireemant that David Pos- 
Ccdiate's chairmen of die 
Board and chief eaecutive offleer, 
reached with the Men’s lataraado- 
Toanis Council 
(Uni^C) in late 187^ established 
a Colgate Grand Prlx sebedale of 
mere than 80 tournaments world* 
wide and provided for a Colgate 
bonus pool of $600,000. fm the 
players the incentive of large bonus 
is a great attraction and this year’s 
overall winner could claim over 
8300,000. 


The expanded 1S77 Grand ft-ix 
schedule means that total prise 
money in member tournaments is 
expected to exceed seven million 
dollars. In addition, there is 
$250,000 in prise money for the 
Colgate Grand Prlx Masters, the 
year-end championship for the 
eight highest point-scorers. ' 


Colgate Grand Prix events have 



David Pastar (Itft). Chairman af the Beard , and GMaf 
Bxacutiva Offkar of Calgata«PalmaUv* Campaiv. disciiaaee 
the 1977 Colgate Grand Prlx wM Bab Brinar, ATP 
Bsactttive DIraetor 


beeh played tfaroui^out die world 
~ from Miami Beach to Spain to 
Israd to Tokyo. Par thisjmn-’s 
tournament, the Atian Paclgie Cir¬ 
cuit organisation la contactfi^ at 
many top players as posaible so as 
to provide a veritable feaat for 
tennis enthusiasts of Bombay. The 
last date for entries has been ex¬ 
tended to October 28. 

This year's Grand Prix is unique 
in that it will be played under 
floodli^ts at the MSLTA’s own 
courts. The floodlights aro being' 
put up by Philips India Limited— 
a positive way to ensure an inter¬ 
national standard of illumination. 


Hie MSLTA stadium will accoiii> 
modate 6000 spectators and the 
rates of admisslmi will be reason¬ 
able for almost every tennis 
enthusiest. 


Colgate-PalmoUve (India) Pvt. 
Ltd., in addition to srapnsoring the 
Colgate Grand Prix Temiis Cham¬ 
pionships of Indio, 1977 are also 
providing several other facilities 
and materials to the MSLTA. In 
keeping with the international 
image of Colgae Grand Prix events, 
tennis enthusiasts in India have an 
occasion to look forward to this 
November. 


It’s here.. 



Sportsweek's 

World of Cricket 

♦ (July'September 1977) 


Australia in England 
. India-Australia series preview 
Kerry Packer series 
Records, Statistics 
Score-cards, Career averages 
PLUS REGULAR FEATURES 

Price Rs 6. Pgs 98. 

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY 
TODAY 


WORLD’S BEST TEAM 
OF WRITERS 
R. T. Brittenden 
Tony Cosier 
Sunil Gavaskm 
Jim Laker 
Tony Lewis 
Chris Martin-Jenkins 
hRchael Melford 
K. K. Prabfau 
Ray Robinson 
Dicky Rutnagur 
N. S. Ramaswami 
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Golf 


Little change in Bombay 

by GEORGE HOUGHTON 

(AuOhmt of ‘CMifeMioat of ■ Golf AMkt* ond 40 other books) 


TT is exactly a decade since I 
* visited Bombay emrmiy to play 
and write about golf. Fundamen¬ 
tally, little has chanped- The seal 
and outright fanaticism for the 
game by a small handful of splen¬ 
did people is as white hot as ever. 

The sparrows still dart about in 
the lofty locker rooms at Willing- 
don, and under the palm trees by 
the swimming pool is still the 
coolest place to take a ‘limbu 
pani*. Playing down some of the 
fairwajrs, lined with bougainvillea, 
is still like golfing in fairyland. 

Sultanali Macklai was captain 
ten years ago. As a boy, he used 
to play with the Ago luan. Now, 
the captain is J. P. Thaker, widi 
whom I enjoyed playing. 

I have been reading my old 
Willingdon notes of ten years ago: 

The club still sniffs a little of 
Rudysurd KipUng, who lived near¬ 
by. Lady Kania, the Ladies captain, 
had her Ladies Trophy Day. A 
magnificent array of female ele¬ 
gance, with some ladies playing in 
saris. An English girl, Anne Ree¬ 
ves, was the winner with the 
mdjgnificent Stableford score of 
47! Skipper Macklai having trouble 
with four senim members. **Thi8 
fourball,’' said the skippm, “is 
holding up the course, ^ey start 


at 530 a.m., and when they reach 
the 6tfa green, they settle down on 
the grass and have breakfast. The 
meal takes longer and longer. 
Losers pay fm breakfast, laid out 
on a foldiiw table by die green — 
melon, waffles, kidneys on toast 
. . . Caddies have strawberry milk 
shakesl” 

There are fewer British members 
at Willingdon than there were ten 
years ago, but the club atmosphere 
is the same. Perhaps not so snooty, 
and that is an improvement. 

The course at Chembur, not 
much changed, is still the finest in 
this port of India. You can stiM 
slice into ‘Pakistan* (the old settle¬ 
ment) at the 9th hole! The rains 



*^y R. iC. PITAMBER 

T he Addicts Golfing Society of 
Western India was formed in 
Bombay last week for promoting 
die standard of golf and fellow¬ 
ship amongst its members and 
holding golf matches. 

The idea originated in the United 
Kingdom. In Southern India, a so¬ 
ciety like this was formed in 1949 
and is functioning very efficiently. 


have made the course greener ttuin 
when I last played. Then it was so 
hard that the caddies made little 
pyramid tees from cimurette pac¬ 
kets because they could not drive 
a wooden tee into the bone-like 
ground. 

Most changes are at the United 
Services Golf Club at the extreme 
southern end of Bombay’s wonder¬ 
ful bay. The course has been great¬ 
ly improved, largely stimulated by 
that doyen of Bombay golfers. 
Admiral Karmarkar Just the tame 
jovial sea-faring golfer, but, with a 
fine new beard, looking more like 
the legendary Captain Kettle. 

One of the things I like most 
about Bombay golfws is that tfaev 
cling steadfastly to old traditions. 
They still speak of ‘bogeys’ in the 
sense we Britons once used the 
term before we were Americanised 
They refuse to talk of ‘Pars’. 

The Addicts of Western India 
may well constitute one of the last 
strongholds of the game we used 
to know. 

catching on 

There are about 100 members of 
the society in Bombay and Poona 
and the idea is bound to catch on 
as the .subscriptions are quite low. 
The most of the existing golfers in 
Western India would join it The 
society will not only organise golf 
meets in Bombay but in Ahmeda- 
bad, Poona, Belgaum and other 
places. 

The society has a dedicated per 


Micky Chagia 
triumphs 

rpHE Addicts Golf Society was 
inaugurated by the eminent 
addict Keshub Mohindra at a glit¬ 
tering function hosted by Suraj 
Sanimi at Hem-Prabba terrace on 
Marine Drive tdiere indefatigable 
founder of the society Captain Bal- 
bir Sawbney explained its aims and 
objects, which was Messed wil3i 
the presence of the celebrated golf 
writer and cartoonist George 
Houghton, president of the AdtBcts 
Society of Great Britain, with 260 
operating members. 

In the tournament held at Wil- 
lUigdon Course on Saturday, Micky 
Chagla won the Addicts trophy 
with a stable ford score of 34 
points. Anand Akerkar and Sultan 
Chinoy won the Sah and Sani^i 
Cup for pairs with identical scores 
of 29 points. Rohini Chowgule, top¬ 
ped the ladies section wim 31 
points. R. K. Pitamber distributed 
the prizes. 



George Houghton addressing the Addicts Golfing Society. 
Attentive Iteteners are Keshub Mahindra (left), B- B. 
Sawfaney, F. C. Kohli, J. P. Thacker and S. P. Saaidii 
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M .OIUB than 2000 Barbados 
Cridceters will be looking for 
'^onaorahip tfais season to raise 
noacy for a statue to the Island’s 
crkketing knight. Sir Garfield 
Sobers. 

F ranco ZURIO (Italy) retained 
his European bantamweight 
bexing title in CagUari when , his 
fight with challenger Paddy No- 

S itire (fcitain) was stopped -after 
le eiimth round. 

HE United States Olympic Com- 
mittee voted approval of Los 
Angwes over New York city as itt 
prtqxMed site to host the 23rd Sum¬ 
mer Olynmiad in 1984. The nmni- 
nation virtually assures the sou¬ 
thern California city of gaining 
final approval of the International 
Olympic Committee when it meets 
newr Ms/ in Athor. •, jince no other 
city h-4 th- v.’orh? ha»? hid for the 
games. 

A ny speculation that fast bowler 
Bob Willis mi^t be signing 
for the Kerry Packer series, and 
so miss England's cricket tour of 
Pakistan and New Zealand, was 
ended by his county club Warwick¬ 
shire. Alan Smith the Warwick¬ 
shire secretary, said: "We are able 
to dispel any rumours that Willis 
will not be going to Pakistan and 
New Zealand. 

rfHE fifth World Cup Hockey 
Tournament will be held in 
India in December 1981 and 
January 1982, the International 
Hockey Federation decided this in 
Rome. 

HERE will be a feast for bad¬ 
minton lovers of Bombay. 
Chinese players will take part in 


Golf- 

son in charge. In B. B. Sawfaney, 
a retired man now, it has a man 
who could give his time and energy 
to organise the show. 

I have no doubt in my mind that 
this move will succeed. The people 
wbp are going to organise the so¬ 
ciety is a dedicated lot. It’s also a 
‘fnn of society where golf 

would be complimentary to the 'So¬ 
cial aspects of the game. 

The Indian Golf Union is not in 
a position today to motivate people 
to Udte to golf. A society like this 
will be able to do a lot more to 
promote die game in Western India 
among average club golfers. The 
over 404ge group wiu take to die 
game tnm the social point of view 
and for ^tting more tournament 

ploy- , 

In a wiQT, ouch societies may en- 
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the CCI Invitation Badminton 
Tournament, which begins on Octo¬ 
ber 30, at thak^CCl courts. Two 
players each from Thailand and 
Japan wiU also take part in dds 
competition. India's top eight men 
and eight women players are to he 
included in the draw. These play- 



The double-string ‘spaghetti’ 
racket that most tennis 
players are protesting 
against. PiciNewmreefc 


......I -.1 from p 34 

courage the government to allow 
greater imports of golfing equip¬ 
ment. Without imported equip¬ 
ment, the game has no future in 
the tountry. You cannot encourage 
youngsters to play the game with¬ 
out making the equipment 
available. 

Since a lot of members are sen- 
dor businessmen, they can get to¬ 
gether and utilise the import faci¬ 
lity to get the golfing equipment 
(a ‘banned’ item), in small quan¬ 
tity, to begin with. 

In Great Britain golfers have 
doubled in numbers during the 
past two decades andviow number 
more than If millions.. This is due 
to a tremendous increase in public 
courses in that country. Unless 
public courses are also constructed 
in India, a common man cannot 
take to golf 




INne Gcorgeeco, ceotrefer- 
ward of Djnumo of Bucha¬ 
rest, waa T • t e d Remnaian 
foettaller ef the year by 
Adidas. He was presented 
with a gfamt foethan boot 
ia gold, sflver mkl hrente 


ers will be selected by Badminton 
Association of India. Apart from 
tfais two men and wirnien players 
from Maharashtra will take part. 
*TiOP seed Guillermo Vilu has 
pulled out of the Madrid grand 
prix tennis tournament because of 
a wrist injury he blames on playing 
against the now banned double- 
strung racket. 

^ONNORS crudied fellow-Ameri- 
^ can Brian Gottfried 6-2, 6-0 to 
win the Hawaiian Island Tennis 
Tournament. 


DRITAIN’S David Hobbs, in a 
turbo-charged BMW, won the 
Laguna grand touring car race in 
a record speed of 98.^ miles per 
hour. - 


n OMANIAN gymnast Nadia 
Cmnaneci scored a near-perfect 
9.9 in the balance beam to finish 
first overall in an individual com¬ 
petition with the United States’ 
women’s national team before a 
20,483 crowd in New Orleans. She 
finidied with a total score of 38.90 
in the four events beam, vault¬ 
ing, uneven parallel bars and floor 
exercises. 


TbON RITCHIE, a 33-year-oid 
^ Scottish school teacher, broke 
the world 100-mile track running 
record at Crystal Palace in London 
in recording 11 hours 30 minutes 
and 51 seconds. 
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by BUSYBEEi 



A NO. AS IS the practice, 1 wilt 
now give pen-sketches of the 
ni e m b e r i> of the team for 
Australia. 

Bishan Bedi: Dropped from Nor¬ 
thamptonshire team, very nearly 
dropped from Indian team. Has 
given almost as many explana¬ 
tions to die Board of Cricket 
Control and its various commit¬ 
tees as taken wickets for India- 
Only Indian player to have been 
offered a contract by Parker. 

Sunil Gavaskar: .\Ko »!must drop- 

C ed from the Indian team. Only 
atsntan in the team. Once des¬ 
cribed selectors as jesters or 
something equally appropriate. 
Writes more explosive stuff on 
cricket than all the Indian cric¬ 
ket correspondents put together. 

Dilip Vengsarfcar: When he plays 
well, he does not score run's, 
when he scores runs, he does not 
play well. It is a problem that 


he alone can solve. Should ^an 
with Gavaskar. 

Chntan Chatihan: Gavaskar's other 
partner. The problem will arise 
if Gavaskar's Indisposed and 
Vcngsarkar and Chauhan will 
have to open the innings. 

Surinder Amarnath: Son of Lala 
Amarnath and brother of Mohin- 
der. A nice man to watch in a 
team where most players are 
strokeless. 

Mohlnder Amarnaih; Son of Lala 
Amarnath and brother of Surin- 
der. Can bat a little and bowl a 
little and is therefore described 
as an all-rounder. 

Viawanath: A reliable batsman on 
whom you can bank for 40 runs, 
sometimes 45 His entire reputa¬ 
tion is based on the very first 
Test he played. 

Asbok Mankad'.. Has been more 
uften out of *he team than in If, 
though no fault of his own. This 
could hi his tour 

Brijesb Patel: A good fielder Once 
in a while picks up a few fast 
runs, though these are generally 
on occasions when the result of 
the match is already known and 
runs are not of the essence. 

Madlitt Lai: Reported to be a good 
team man by members of the 
team and, after all, they should 


know more about thi« than all 
the selectors put togeher. 

Sycd, Kiraeiii: ^ Has torvod India 
wall aa a wkketkaaper, one of 
tho few depaitmenu of the t»B>e 
that has produced Indiana of in- 
tcrnational standard. Bata better 
than half the specialised batsmen 
in the teem. 

Bharat Reddy: Sacond wicketkee. 
per and likely to remain second 
for a long.time to come. 

Keraan @bavri: Should have been 
on two tours already. Can do 
most things expected of an all- 
rounder. 

Venkatraidiavant The odd man out 
among spinners. If selected for 
the Tests, Australian commenta¬ 
tors will have a hard time pro¬ 
nouncing his name. 

Prasannn: Has been on several final 
tours and played In several last 
Tests. Has proved more than 
oiiti* that IndT'an cricket cannot 
do wiihou* him, roi lor more 
than one ot two gaitii\ at least 

Chandrashekar: Onto known as 
India's secret weapon. Expected 
to succeed once again against a 
brand new Australian team 
which has not had a chance to 
unravel his secret. 

And my forecast for the tour is 
three Tests to India, one to Aus- 
ralia and one draw. 


WIN 
3 SUPER 
PRIZES 

from 

EAGLE 

FLASK 


mm 


Spot-the-Ball 
Contest... 3 



Fust prize: 

Eagle HOTLINE NO 10. 

Second prize; InamE 
Eagle PAIRVAC 

Third prize: 

Eagle ARISTOCRAT 



COUPON: 


ADDRESS 


SEX 


HOW TO ENTER 
The bail is missing in the 
picture alongside Just mark 
a cross (x) where you think 
the ball is. Fill in the coupon 
and mail your entry to: 
SPORTSWEEK’s Spot ■ the- 
Ball Contest ... 3, SPORTS- 
WEEK. 156 D, J. Dadajee 
Road, Bombay-400 034 

There is no entry fee. You 
may send as many entries as 
you like, but eaidi must be 
accompanied by a coupon. 
Only one Cross (x) should be 
marked on the picture 

CLOSING DATE; ISth 
November, 1977. 

Results will be published 
in the issue of SPORTS- 
WEEK dated 27th Novem¬ 
ber. 1977. 

If more than cne cor- 
rect entry is received, 
th<' prizes will be 
shared by lot among 
the winners. Otherwise, 
the entries which are 
nearer the spot will get 
the second and third 
prizes, nib Editor's de¬ 
rision in this respect 
will be final and no 
correspondence will be 
■ entertained.__ 
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Indian cricket team selected 
to tour Australia is yet ano¬ 
ther example of the short-sighted¬ 
ness and gutlessness of our sports 
authorities, which has put Indian 
sports in a rut in recent years. 

Here was a chance to ‘blood’ ta¬ 
lented young cricketers like Jadeja, 
Srinivasan, Parsana and Yashpal, 
as the team would be facing vir¬ 
tually the third Australian eleven 
(Packer has signed the top 17 Aus¬ 
tralian players) and so, competi 
tive Intel est is bound to be low 

And what do the selectors go and 
do> Pick Ashok Mankad who has 
been tried again and again on do¬ 
mestic form and has disappointed 
again and again in international 
cricket Pii k Madan Lai who 

shivers at the sight of Ghavri bowl¬ 
ing and mav )ust be the first ‘kill’ 
of Thom'-on’s Pick Chetan 

Chauhan who is getting no younger 
and has failed leptatcdlv in Test 
Cl icket. 

To lop It all Anshiinian Ci-tek- 
wad, the latc Indian \shu does not 
duck into, inn away irom nr pop 
up the ball when tacing bumpers 
has been dropped lust because be 
has had a bad patch 

— Bharat Patel (Bombay). 

nnHEY have deliberately dropped 
* Gaekwad They will suffer for 
this. 

— S Shankar (Coimbatore). 

V WAS shocked at the dropping 
‘ of Anshuman Gaekwad Chetan 
Chauhan is no replacement. 

Rajesh Alasingar Aji 
(Lucknow) 

T he decision to drop Gaekwad 
was ridiculous. And any one of 
Burman, Kapil Dev, Paraana or 
Abid Ali would have gone instead 
of Medan Lai. 

— Nitin D Sorte (Ambarnadi). 

H eartiest congratulations to 
the selection committee for 
doing a splendid job For once, 
they have chosen a balanced team 
Now it is up to Bedi and his men 
to deliver the goods. 

•— Kiran Kamath (Manipal). 

W HY leave out a gutsy player 
like Anshuman Gaekwad’ 

>— V. S. S. Kadambalithaya 
(Kasaragod) 


Why drop Gaekwad? 


H 


AVE the selectors forgotten 
Gaekward’s innings in Jamaica 
on the last tour? He it the only 
batsman tn India who can face fast 
bowling after Gavaskar and 
Viswanath 

— N Lakshfflj (Bapatla). 
I^ULL maiks to our selectors 
^ They have chosen a good and 
balanced team. But Gaekwad should 
have gone instead of Chauhan 

— R B Bhatt (New Delhi). 


T’wO the selectors want to rum 
Anshuman Gaekwad’s career’ 
— N Desai (New Delhi). 


HILL Gaekwad’s indomitable 
^ spirit and T E Snnivasan’s 
flamboyance have failed to attract 
the selectors, the inability of Man¬ 
kad and Chauhan to score well in 
Tests has won them a place in the 
team to tour Australia One would 
have expected some promising 
voungsters in the squad in place of 
these players with less potential 
— S Balasubramantam (Madras) 



Anshuman Gaekwad . . . . 
unfairly dropped? 


tv* HE new panel of selectors has 
-R proved to be a short-sighted 
and unimaginative as their pre¬ 
decessors It is difficult to under¬ 
stand the wisdom of including 
Chetan Chauhan, Ashok Mankad 
and Madan l,al 

— B Srikanthan (Madras). 


M y heartiest congratulation to 
the selectors for doing an 3x- 
ccllenr job 

— Bibekananda Mishra (Cuttack). 

I T is high time that Dhiraj Par- 
sana found his place in the In 
dian team. He is a useful all- 
rounder. 

— SuUhir Gidwani (Bombay) 

T 'HE team is a complete dis¬ 
appointment Where is the 
foundation for a bright future? 

— Anup Agarwalla (Calcutta). 


tpHb team contains the moat asto- 
* nishirig turpriae of the century 
in the seliaction of Cheun Chauhan 
in favour of A. D- Gaekwad. 

— Jittrndra Singh (New Delhi). 

^ UR iielectors have killed one 
more partner (Gaekwad) of 
Gavaskar. It came as a great shock 
mat he was replaced by Chetan 
Chauhan 

— Vinod Toshniwal (Akoia). 


•^HE selection is really rldicu- 
^ lout.. The inclusion of Chetan 
Chauhan at the cost of Anshuman 
Gaekwa d bears ample proof of this. 
If the selectors went on current 
form they could .have included 
T. E. {Srinivasan. 

— C. II. Ramachandran (Madras) 


*¥’HE exclusion of Yajurvindra 
~ Si ngh may cost us as far as 
ciose-i n fielding it concerned. 

— Deepak Kinikar (^olapur). 

I CONGRATULATE the selec- 
tion committee for aelecting a 
sound I team against Australia. My 
good wishes are with Bishan Bedi 
and Ills teammates. 

— N. Agarwalla (Asansol). 


T A ISlMHA’s entry into the selec- 
** tors’ panel had aroused great 
hopns that he would impart dyna¬ 
mism to an otherwise unimagina¬ 
tive and colourless body. The team 
ann ounced for the Australian tour 
givisa the impression that he has 
also fallen into the rut. 

— R K. Raghavan (Madurai). 

IT'HE selectors have done a rea- 

-* sonably good job. But whether 
th e exclusion of Anshuman Gaek- 
w ad has been a wise step, time 
al one will tell Gaekwad admirted- 
hi has not made many runs either 
ii 1 domestic or for that matter in 
1 'e«ts But be is certainly one of die 
few proven Indian batsmen who 
f:an handle genuine pace 
I tompetently. 

— J Mukherji (Calcutta) 
V WOULD like to congratulate 
*• the Cricket Board on recon¬ 
sidering Bedi's case. We just can¬ 
not afford to lose an ace spinner 
like him, when we depend on the 
spinners for winning matches 

— S. P. Dore (Chittoor). 

Thanks 


IT*HANKS to Railbird for his won- 
R* derfui articles on racing in 
SPORT5WEEK, especially the one 
in the Oct. 9 issue 

— KG.* Pai (Mysore). 


T he centerspreads of Pele, Borg 
and Evert were super-excel¬ 
lent Please keep it up 

— Subrata Banerjee (Calcutta). 


SPORtSWEEK, October 23, 1977 


17 





Reuben, best jockey 


>y RAILBIRI 

lyELSON REUBEN, who is indis- 
puUbly the best jockey m 
Pune this season, came into his 
own over the week-end When he 
rode six winners ftoin seven 
mounts, winning all the five races 
in vdtich he did duty for trainer 
D N. Adenwalla, with whom he is 
retained. 

Reuben’s most significant victory 
was on Prime Time and his best 
piece of riding was on Exoi cist 

Prime Time, a seven-ys‘ar-oid 
Prince Pradeep-Hoverpiane gc'lding, 
has had a colourful career ai^ d has 
more than paid his way fcir hik 
owners, M s. G P. Sifmy, Ra mesh 
and Vijay Sippy and R. A. iPatel 
He has held ttie headlines often 
and has many sterling victories to 
hte credit but none can compare 
with his brilliant performande in 
the 2,400 metres Idar Cup w hen, 
althou|d> fie was very badly iti by 
the terms, he profited by the c rac 
king pace to score decisively in the 
briUiMt time of 2 minutes, 34 3 5 
seconds which is just the fraci ion 
outside the course record which 
was set by E. A. Naxar in this ri ice 
last year. 

As Tuco Toucan and Wild BU>s- 
som careened in front Reubi*n 
allowed Prime Time to settle aheetd 
of only Solar Maid in the fivi$- 
horse field. Prime Time started i o 
improve from the 800 and with 600 
metres to go he was within strik • 
ing distance of Wild Blossom and 
the odds-on favourite Tbisa as Tuco 
Toucan had called it a day and had 


dropped back to last position. 
Ibira easily gof the measure* of 
Wild Blossom early in the straight 
and was shaping as the winner 
when Prime Time swept past her 
for a two and a quarter lengths 
victory. 

Thete were many of the view 
that Umrigar, who was on Ibiza, 
lost the race because of overcon¬ 
fidence. It was evident early in the 
straight that Ibiza could go past 
Wild Blossom without being pres¬ 
sed and this she did. Umrigar, of 
course, did not slow down the 
mare, but on the other hand, he . 
did nothing to hurry her up. It is ' 
true that the mare has only a short 
burst of finishing speed but it is 
equally true that Umrigar did not 
call upon her to produce it. 

The result was a tremendous sui- 
prise because when these two lagt 
met Ibiza, carrying 60 kilos, troun¬ 
ced Prime Time, who was on 50.5. 
Here, Prime Time was on 57.5 and 
Ibiza was on 54. Which means 
that Prime Time was meeting her 
on 13 kilos worse terms' Life and 
racing is certainly full of surprises. 

That it is not always the best 
horse who wins was rather forcibly 
demonstrated m the 1,600 metres 
Chief of Kagai Cup in which Ben 
litta scored by a neck from Happy 
Time with Small Fry an identical 
margin behind and favourite 
Chashm-E-Shahi an additional one 
and a quarter lengths away. Ben- 
litta came in the shortest way and 
had a clear passage 

Chashm-E-Shahi was in quite a 
lot of trouble during the race and 
Small Fry, apart from being badly 
handled by Ibrahim, caused seveie 
interference to Happy Time at a 
It is clei 


crucial stage 


lear that had 




, 






1 •' 




- 

• 



Alteged, with Lestef Piggati asti'-ide, winning the Arc de 
Trlomphe at Lengehamp earlier this month 


Ncisen Reuben 

these three runners been as for^ 
tunate as Benlitta in her passage 
all would have finished ahead of 
her. 

The surprise decision to extend 
the Meeting by one day so that it 
will now end on Sunday, October 
23 was evidently influenced by the 
Government’s demand for two ex¬ 
tra charity days in Bombay and 
the difficulty of fitting them into 
the already crowded programme. 
Yet, it will have no effect on the 
main championships. 

Bezan Chenoy saddled four win¬ 
ners while B. K Lagad drew a 
blank and as he is that number 
ahead and as Lagad is unlikely to 
have any runners in the concluding 
six-race card he is home and dry 
Similarly, Karl Umrigar is in an 
unassailable position in the race 
for the jockeys title and so far 
ahead are Mr and Mrs R M 
Goculdas and Mr. Mulraj O. Gocul- 
das in the list of winning owners 
that the trophy was presented to 
them. Their horses earned Rs 
1,60,159 and this is the fourth con¬ 
secutive year that they have 
emerged on top. Their successes 
are all the more commendable as 
they race mainly with animals bred 
by them 

The Sippys have two good type 
youngsters in Real Indian, a colt 
by Red Indian-Reko, and Hyde 
Park, who is a filly by Prince Pra- 
deep-Hydrnplane The former won 
his second race of the campaign 
with authority and the latter made 
a winning debut, clocking the ex¬ 
cellent time of 1 minute, 0 4/S 
second for 1,000 metres althou^ 
she was well within herself. This 
time is just four-fifths of a second 
outside the eight-year-old course 
record. 
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‘Have a s^. 


si^r 


Give summer duliness e cold shoulder. Try this! 

Cotormia iee-Rociw: 

R«v-up any plain-looking drink whii tampting oiangay ica-baila. 
Your^nuasts would iova a warm dr)nk-~chitl^ up with raady 
Colorama ica-rocksi 

Hara'a How: 

Arranga in aaparata aactions of round (it not, apuara) ica-tra^, 
paratay apriga, aaadlaas grapaa and mint laavaa. i*our ovar tham tita 
comanta of a bottla of Gold Spot. Attow roixtura to hardaA in ftaazar 
compartmant and ramova whan rapuiwd. 

KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 

UMEXPECTEO GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIME I 


Goid SpoLThe taste goes to your snUUti 


jiitativ«-bnn.A 2aso 




What makes SYMONDS 
cricket bats rank amone 

#h» Km# T 



Here is what 

SYMCfNDS riK kpt bais aie 
the only bats iti India that 
an folly compressed on fac** 
back and both edges on 
an automatic roller machine 
Each bit IS pc.rfcctly balanced 
and you II find thi same 
titling of the handle because 
specially d< signed automatic 
machinf d iigs contiul the 
splicing of the btades 
eliminating evi n 1% chance 
I ’■ iman enor Earh blade is 

I < It 12^*0 moisture 

koi ten’ toi perfect seasoning 

SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE NO. 6 
(5 gauntlets) 

fh b '( IS Iliad* fic m top 

I I in I 11 1 Q iih w II w 
with j uiiu jv\ik 16 piw* 

ini hj'idli Each bit IS 
peif tiy shaped Also ivailablt 
genuine poly filmed Oats 
pi )C LSi-ed through * urythn ne 
ind butariL rnistun t ompound 
met a t ingi i f other natural 
f ng'iili Willi w bats 


ijS 


monas 


AMON(j TMl worn [» S Hf S 


Ait ol Bose Adyg 7716 
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SHARAO KOTNtS 


Her cricket 
in a mess— 
He’s to blame 

A NEWS item regarding the postponement of 
^ the general body meeting of the Women's 
Cricket Association of India till further notice due 
to the world cup tournament to be held in India in 
December-January has not surprised us at all. On 
the contrary, it has added to our conviction that 
the affairs of the WCAI are in a complete mess. 

The WCAI is administered by one man and he 
does so with a heavy hand He is Mahendia Kumar 
Sharma He virtually wields all power and dictates 
terms. No one dare question him; if any one does 
so, he or she falls irom grace 

Sharma, who lakes pride in having ananged 
the visits of three foteign teams to India in the 
last four years — Australia, New Zealand and the 
West Indies — besides taking an Indian team to 
New Zealand and Austialia last year, has not 
placed the accounts for adoption at gcneial body 
meetings for the last three years 

According to allegations made by WCAI mem 
bers, accounts regarding expenditure oi lakhs of 
rupees on the four visits have not been presented 
to the general body because they are not in order 
Several hotel bills have remained unpaid 

We reproduce below extracts from a letter 
written by East West Hotels Limited, Bangalore to 
the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associa¬ 
tions of India requesting them to circulate it to 
the hotelier members, not to give any credit facili¬ 
ties to the WCAI and to insist on payment in ad¬ 
vance before extending any facility: 

“We send herewith a copy of criminal com¬ 
plaint lodged by us with the polire authorities in 
Bangalore against the office-bearers nf the Women’s 
Cricket Association of India, New Delhi, who have 
defrauded us to the extent of Rs. 19,367.17 by 
handing over a cheque for Rs. 16,916.75 with 
the knowledge that there were no funds to meet 
the payment. They have similarly given a chei^ue 
to Hotel Sudarshan International at Madras which 
also bounced.” 

Apart from financial irregularities, the mem¬ 
bers who question Sharma’s authority are sum¬ 
marily punished. Because Bombay revolted against 
Sharma’s high-handedness, their voting right has 
been taken away and they have been asked to 
merge with the Maharashtra Women’s Cricket 
Association on the grounds of “one state, one 
association”. 

Haven’t we got a separate existence for Bom¬ 
bay in men’s cricket, football, hockey and other 
sports? 

Now Sharma has started meddling in Pune 
cricket. A new district body was formed in Pune 
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Bobby’s boys .... .6 

Chinese destroy all ... 8 

World Open squash 13 

Indian Open flashback .. 20 

Asian Youth Basketball 31 


PLUS REGULAR FEATURES 

COVFR: Mushtaq Mohammed, the popular Pakistani 
cricketer, who was in Bombay recenily. 
Transparency: Shanti Shah 

The entire contents and photographs of this 
magaaine are copyright and muat not be 
reproduced without prior permiaaion of the 
pi^liahcrs. 

to protect the interests of the clubs and the playei s 
Sharma, sen.sing danger to his henchmen, succeeded 
in winning back the dissident players under threats 
of disqualification from national representation 

Women’s cricket in India is only five yeais old 
During this lime Sharma has been allowed a long 
lope to run the affairs of the WCAI as iic seciciarv 
Why can’t the affairs of the WCAI's be lun by wo¬ 
men themselves? A sport for women should he 
entirely managed by women They arc capable of ti 
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Aussies are a’building 


Bobby’s boys 



Bobby Simpson ... a fit 41, willing and able 


A ustralia’s selectors are 
putting up the scaffolding for 
Test cricket's biggest rebuilding 
job since the world wars necessi¬ 
tated numerous replacements. 

The fewest changes would be 
the addition of six players, includ¬ 
ing recalled captain Bob Simpson, 
if they choose all five men avail¬ 
able from the 1977 tourists — Jeff 
Thomson, Craig Serjeant, Kim 
Hughes, Gary Cosier and Geoff 
Dymock. 

In the absence of Rob Langer, 
29, if the West Australian accepts 
an offered contract from Kerry 
Packer’s World Series, this looks 
likely to be the reconstructed Aus¬ 
tralian XI: 

Bob Simpson, 41 (NSW) captain 
Alan Turner, 27 (NSW) 

Kim Hughes, 23 (West Aust.) 
Graham Yallop, 25 (Victoria) 
Craig Serjeant, 26 (WA) 

Gary Cosier, 24 (Queensland) 
John Maclean, 31 (Queensland) 
Graham Whyte, 25 ((Queensland) 
Jeff Thomson, 27 (Queensland) 
Wayne Clark, 24 (WA) 

Alan Hurst, 27 (Victoria). 

. by RAY ROBINSON 

Having Simpson, a fit 41, willing 
and able to lead the team is the 
Australian Cricket Board’s great¬ 
est slice of luck since Thomson’s 
radio contract brought him back 
from the World Series camp 

Australia can now field a side 
of better shape than seemed likely 
when the term “Second XI’* was 
used in the depth of dismay after 
Packer signed up most of the top 
cricketers. 

Elevation of Lillee, Malone, Pas- 
coe. Walker, Gilmour and Prior 
to a higher tax bracket narrow, 
the selectors’ choice of bowlers to 
back Thomson in a presentable 
battery. But they are hardly scrap 
ing the bottom of the barrel while 
Horst, Clark, Callen, Alderman and 
Dymock are around. 

Clark, 24, looked destined for a 
Test place in the way he took 30 
wickets in his first eight matches 
for W.A. Having turned down a 
World Series contract, he will have 
two more games before the selec¬ 
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tors name the first Test side to 
play in Brisbane on December i. 

Wayne has a powerful body 
action, control of line with out- 
swingers and incutters and sharp 
iifi. 

A club’s counter-offer of a three- 
year contract enabled Hurst, 27, to 
decline a Packer approach. This 
powerful Victorian’s speed and 
hostility brought him an Adelaide 


Test against New Zealand in 1974 
and tours of England and NZ, 197.> 
and 1977, but strains have reduced 
his appearances for his State. 

Alan is the most experienced 
available fast ally for Thomson, 
having taken 168 wickets in 48 
first-class matches. 

The most practised handler of 
new balls, Dymock. 32, has a roll- 
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call of 225 wickets in 60 matches, 
including 14 in foui Tests against 
NZ and England in the last three 
years. The reliable Qucensldiidci'. 
accurate left-hand keeps batsmen 
playing at balls which he cuts in 
or away. 

Ian Callen, 22, who got his first 
chance for Victoria last Nove>ii 
ber when Hurst was injured, has 
set himself something to live up 
to — 32 wickets in six Sheffield 
Shield games before he had a 
season in Northumberland. 

Tall paceman Terry Alderman. 
21, has captured 43 wickets in 13 
games for Western Australia 
spread over three seasons Absence 
of Lillee and Malone now opens 
the way for more frequent chances 
to bid for a Test place. 

Among spinners, Queensland' 
Lan^-born Malcolm Francke at 
36 is unlikely to sway selectors 
who did not call on his leg spin 
when he was in peak form 

Two of the most baffling wrist 
spinners had their last season 
halved — NSW left-hander David 
Hourn, 28, after knee surgery, and 
Victorian right-hander Jim Higgs, 
27, by illness Neither has faelded 
nr batted up to Test standard and 
this may be a factor to cause the 
selectors to prefer off spinnei 
Whyte, 25, to a wrist-spinner. 

With 21 wickets in 14 game< 
this lean Queenslander is a novict 
compared with master spinner Pi a 
sanna, but he bats No 8 for h>s 
Slate and made 93 in a lallvuii; 



Jefl f'ouiiison 
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Craig Serjeant 


stand that enabled his side to tie 
with South Australia in Adelaide 

Queensland’s wicketkeeper-cap 
tain John Maclean, 31, is again on 
the Test threshold, as he was at 
24, only to be pipped on the post 
by Rod Marsh, Brisbane fans ack 
nowledge Marsh’s mighty deeds 
for Australia — 198 Test wiclceis 
and the only ‘keeper who ha'- 
caught 70 Englishmen. 

This does not stop them asking 
whether Maclean could not have 
brought off similar figures in 52 
Tests, without rivalling Rod’s bat 
ting as the only Australian ‘keeper 
with Test centuries (3). 

Maclean’s 3,000 runs in nine 
seasons include 156 against SA 
and 132 against Wetoria. With a 
background of 86 first-c I a s ^ 
matches and skipper in 14, he 
looks like being vice-captain, in 
line to lead Australia m the West 
Indies next February. 

Simpson and left-handei Turner 
form the most experienced ope. 
ing pair in Australia. Bob went in 
first in three-quarters of his 235 
games and Turner has opened in 
70 per cent of his matches. NSW’s 
match against the Indians on No 
vembei 18 will be Alan’s 100th 

Turner. 27, has played nine of 
his 14 Tests on Australian wickets 
On tnese he has averaged 34 an 
innings 

Simpson’s comeback involves 
downward pressure that would 
squeeze out a younger batsnun 
from the mid-order cluster of three 



Gary Cosier 


West Australians and a Victorian 
— riglit-handers Kim Hughes, 23 
Craig Serjeant, 26, and left-hard 
ers Rob Langer, 29 (if he remuin> 
eligible) and Graham Yallop, 2.5, 
Victoria’s captain. 

A drier October i& helping Vnl 
lop regain confidence, undermined 
by last season’s rain-spoilt Mel¬ 
bourne wickets In his first Test 
against West Indies’ fast bowlers 
in 1975 Graham was entrusted with 
No 3 berth. In three Tjsts he 
avetaged 44. 

Langer has been the most con 
sistent fringe batsman over the 
last two summers He is the only 
layei, except Greg Chappell, who 
as passed SO a dozen times in 
that period. 

Simpson’s thoughts about new 
blood. "I’ll be surprised it we 
don’t have one player come out 
of the blue and represent Austia- 
lia’’ 

Peter Toohey, 23, has been 
NSW’s main scorer over the last 
two seasons Ric Dai ling, 20, was 
regarded as South Aus. -aha' 
most promising batsman until left¬ 
hander David Hookes’ buist of live 
hundreds brought him a Test place 
and a World Series contract 

Darling, whose 107 in Melbourne 
was his first century, and Victo¬ 
rian Davenny Whatmore. 23, both 
look like Test material Allan 
Border, 22, has played onlv five 
games for NSW but is a left-han¬ 
der to watch 





Badminton 


CHINESE DESTROY ALL 


^HE Chinese dragon breathed 
Ire and devoured all opposi 
tioii in its fury in the two-day CCI 
International Badminton Tourna¬ 
ment. The high speed and smash¬ 
ing thunder of the seven youthful 
skirmishers won much glory for 
the Chinese in this their first evei 
visit to Bombay. 

But their invasion left in its 
wake a desolate Indian scene. All 
our countrymen were vanquished 
summarily. Except for Uday Pawar 
and Partno Ganguly to the mini 
mum extent, the others folded 
without even a semblance of oppo 
sition 

A more realistic lesson could 
not be driven home. The Indian 
players lack speed and powei 
which IS the first of the basic 
drills for the Chinese That coupled 
with peak physical conditioning 
made even their youngest player 
Lin Yi Hsiung a force to reckon 
with 

So, what the Badminton Assoria 
tion of India must strive for is 
powerful leg muscles and a bettei 
wind box for our players, many 
of whom are blessed with good 
skill and craft 

That 1 uan Chin, the top seed, 
would emerge champion was almosi 
a ceitainty although there weic 




Loan Chin receiving the men's singles Irophs from 
Rusi Kanga, the first winner of the CC* open 



many who felt that the junior 
Asian champion Chen Tien Lung 
would bring off an upset Luan 
Chin employed varying tactics and 
changing speeds to back his power. 

Even in his stiokes he used de- 
leption to such good effect that 
left his opponent guessing. But 
ihe essential factor in his superio- 
lity over Chen Tien Lung was his 
better control, using the drop with 
uncanny accuracy to force vacant 
spots for a finish with sideline and 
bodyline smashes 

Luan Chin’s versatility was never 
more evident than in his semi-final 
match against Japan’s Masao Tau- 
rhida. He was a bit flustered by 
his ciafty rival whose tactics of 
exploiting Luan Chin’s backhand 
were pioving successful. 

Chin trailed I-IO and an upset 
seemed in the ofling. But here was 
revealed the real class of the 
Chinese best as Chin worked up 
such a blistering pace and switched 
to the unusual backhand low ser¬ 
vice. The way he used the over¬ 
head to cover his backhand nulli- 
hed Tsuchida's advantage He won 
ihe game and his furious play In 
the second left no Kope for Tsu 
chida to make any headway. 

Chen Tien Lung is a player who 
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should make the forefront of world 
iiadminton in the clo^e futuie Ht 
has a wealth of strokes, speed and 
power and is crafty too His speed 
IS his greatest weapon and it is 
delightful to watch him get his 
body behind to make what would 
have been a backhand letuin into 
a forehand shot 

But this youngster needs a littU 
maturity which he should gain 
with more international cumptii 
tion This was obvious in the clash 
with Luan Chin who subdued him 
decisively whereas he was muii 
than a force against all he ovei 
powered in the earliei rounds J ht 
acid test for Chen litn Lung is 
how to use skill against a plavei 
who tan match him with speed 

Ho Lien Ping and I ing Chin I i 
displayed speed over the couii 
which was devastating Ihey wete 
lull of power and it was mainlv 
through sheer pact that they madt 
their way to the title But not 
without much hght along the was 
lilt strongest opposition toniint 


Shobha Mehta receiving the 
the most versatile player 
Kishore 

iiom lhailanders Panichaikul and 
l-liJisak The Thai pair made a 
nxiith winning rally from 211 to 
12.ill and then led 9<€ in the de 

tidit 

Chaisak, an engineer by profes 
Sion provided the brains while 
Panichaikul, who made no impres 
Sion in the singles when India'. 
Vikiam Singh beat him. brought 
in power in ample measure But 
It sital stages when victory could 
have been theirs, Chaisak began 
to eir He made some pooi i etui ns 
Ki midcourt which was just enough 



Ho Lien Ping and 1 mg Chin 1 1 receiving the doubles trophy 
from A V. Ullal 


_ _ 

Vlumiax Lotwala irophv for 
in the championship from 
Lotwala 

for the Chinese pan to come back 
and emerge victors 

Ping and Ling Chin Li were also 
troubled by the craft of the Japa 
ncse Tsuchida. in particulai, 
schemed well and also used de 
ceptive services to act But like 
the Thais, the Japanese did not 
have the drive to foicc then spells 
of superiority into match winning 
eAoits They stumbled more in 
awe of their rivals than due to tht 
high speed powei the Chinese used 
to bludgeon then way to victors 

Shobha Mehta’s successes seem 
phenomenal on paper But in 
reality, they could veiy well have 
been expected She has much 
strokeplay at her command and 
this was enough to expose the pooi 
calibre nf our Uber Cup playeis 
considering that Shobha has been 
out of the game for long Hei 
victories over Noreen Padua and 
Sudha Batna were facile but hei 
far from sharp physual htness 
made her struggle against Suiatn 
Jam before winning 

And she could wtll han won 
against Ami Chta but ioi tailinik 
stamina Ami was almost in thi 
same position of hci otlui Ubti 
Cup teammates at ont stdgt b< 
fore she used the diop to tin 
forecourt and the toss to iht othti 
diagonal to make shobh.i ddsh 
about This pioved Ami Ghia s 
successful sitategs and lucominf. 
nf a plarei cstihhshcci iht best 
in India 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Coaching 

I F a player is consistently com¬ 
piling big scores and has sore 
hands, he may have good reason 
for reducing his net practice. But 
normally, I don't care who the 
player is or how great bis skill, 
there is no substitute for practice. 

Watch others, note their methods 
and learn by observation and 
example. 

Coaches themselves must be 
very careful not to stultify tiie na¬ 
tural gifts of youngsters and must 
realise they can't turn every player 
into a robot. 

Whilst watching net practice I 
have recently seen some bad exam¬ 
ples. A 3 roungster played a de¬ 
lightful pull snot and was prompt¬ 
ly carpeted by the coach because 
he dared to hit a ball from outside 
the off stump to the on side. What 
do you think tiiat did to his 
initiative? 

Another boy was forced to stand 
with his feet together when his 
natural stance (with feet apart) 
was ideal — that is. ideal for play¬ 
ing cricket but not for bis coach. 

And then there’s the chap who 
insisu that -every drive shall be 
made after the ball passes the 
front leg. I wish some coach could 
show me how to play an on drive 
that way. 1 can't do it. 

It is a mistake to fog a boy's 
mind with a roultiplicitv of compli¬ 
cated instructions, which means 
he forgets the much more impor¬ 
tant and simple basic principles. 

And so I could go on about the 
question of using judgment. The 
coach must be careful because he 
Is usually the old master teaching 
a pupil, but the protigds should 
also think and be sure they don't 
slavishbr accept everything as be¬ 
ing correct just because someone 
tells them so. They in turn must 
play their part. 

In the final analysis, the best 
teacher is yourself. Analyse things 
sensibly — work out what suits 
you personally — practise and 
observe. 

No coach on earth can give you 
ability or judgment. He can only 
tell you what to do or how to do 
it. Ae execution rests entirely 
with you. 

When Martin Donnelly (the 
great New Zealand left-hand bats¬ 
man) first went to England, the 
team worked out on the boat going 
over how they would play, in 
theory. 

After getting away to a bad 
atari and putting up some poor 
parformancaa their captain said 'o 
them, I've listened ti> all you 


fellows talking theory since we left 
home. Go out to the nets this 
afternoon and forget ail that and 
for goodness sake just look hard 
at the ball and hit it." 

1 cannot emphasize too much 
my belief that “watching the ball” 
and “concentration” are of greater 
importance than all the theories. 

Finally, 1 should add that in Aus¬ 
tralia the difficulty of finding a 
suitable coach for a state assoda- 


I am sure a detailed history 
the LBW law will prove intereitiim 
to those unfamiliar with it. Ana 
I’m afraid tiie ranks of those who 
do not understand how tiie cur¬ 
rent law operates are far greatnr 
than is generally realised. 

Quite recently I was astounded 
to find a captadn of a Hrstclass 
team, a man who bad been playing 
for years, who didn’t know how it 
worked. 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


tion is very real and so is the pro¬ 
blem of adequate financial 
recompense. 

For this latter reason I was plea¬ 
santly startled to read in the press, 
just as this chapter was oeing 
written, that the Government Of 
Trinidad had set aside a large 
sum of money for the erection of 
a sports arena and had decided to 
pay the salary of a cricket coach 
out of general revenue. 

It is a tribute to the long sighted¬ 
ness of this Government that it 
appreciates what cricket can mean 
to a British speaking community. 

Perhaps the presence of Cyril 
Merry and Learie Constantine in 
the Government offers the 
explanation. 

Public funds are spent in many 
less worthy ways 

1 only hope the example of 
Trinidad is followed in other parts 

There is no doubt that the leg- 
before-wicket law has been, over 
the years, the most cuntroversial 
rule in cricket. 

It was originally introduced be¬ 
cause batsmen began to take what 
was considered to be an unfair ad- 
vantage of the bowlers by prevent¬ 
ing the ball hitting the stumps 
through the use of tiieir legs. 


And there ore quite a few men 
in administrative positions who 
don't. 

Many laws and measurements in 
cricket have been altered from time 
to time but most of the changes 
have been tangible. For instance, 
when the size of the stumps svos 
increased, you could see and mea¬ 
sure the difference. 

When a man is clean bowled and 
his middle stump goes flying, tbere 
is no need to aw if he is out. The 
eviden|ce before your eyes is clear. 

Not so with LBW. 

Unfortunately, the very nature of 
this law demands that any deci¬ 
sion under it mutt always come 
within the category of someone's 
opinion.' 

After a ball has been delivered 
seldom does anybody but tiie um¬ 
pire watch precisely where it was 
pitched. He must be able to decide 
that fact in order to make a deci¬ 
sion under the law. 

It is a question of fait judgment, 
and no matter how certain he may 
be, the bowler and the batsman 
may disagree with his verdict and 
be equally siire diey are right. Nei¬ 
ther side can ever prove nit case. 

Publishers; Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 



No coach would 
have taught Con¬ 
stantine to ploy 
tto abet But 
whnt a pMy if 
tbe cridteC loHng 
public ef the 
world had been 
denied tbe dmnee 
of watching his 
unorthodox, exhi¬ 
larating ploy 
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Sports Sensations ... 3 

The “Fight of the century” 


OUGH slogger Jack Dempsey 
had a seven<year reign as world 
heavy-weight champion till 1926 
when Gene Tunney outpointed him. 
He resolved to get his title back— 
and so the second Dempsey-Tun- 
ney contest at Chicago on Septem¬ 
ber 22, 1927, was Ulled as the 
“fight of the century”. No fewer 
than 104,943 people packed into 
the stadium, and betting on the 
contestants was even. Tunney had 
the advantage of three years, and 
the edge in “science". 

Before the fight Dempsey, Tun- 
nev and Dave Barry the referee 
uiked in the ring centre, Barry ex¬ 
plaining that if uiere was a knock¬ 
down the man scoring it was to re¬ 
tire to the farthest neutral corner. 
Both men agreed and Barry empha¬ 
sised that unless the man did go to 
the corner the count would not be 
started till he had. 

Dempsey started the fight agjpres- 
sively, his short-arm blows ham¬ 
mering Tenney — but early in the 
second round he took a double 


punch to the face that made him 
stagger, then a hard diump on the 
chin that nearly put him down. 

DeiMsey rallied, but more and 
more Tunney’s sharp straight leftt 
began to tell and by the diird 
round Dempsey was slowing down. 
Late in the fourth round Tunney 
landed a hefty right which had 
Dempsey staggerine; by the end of 
the round Tunney had cut bo^ of 
Dcmpsey‘8 eyes. 

Dempsey moved inm close quar¬ 
ters, thumped Tunney with both 
hands, then grabbed him, landed 
vicious rabbit punches on the side 
of his head and gave him the kid¬ 
ney punch treatment. Angrily, Tun¬ 
ney landed a heavy rlaht on Demp¬ 
sey’s nose. Dempsey hit back with 
a massive midriff blow that nearly 
bent Tunney double. 

In the fifth and sixth rounds 
Dempsey rallied, showing much of 
his old aggressive form, but he did 
little damage, and it was becoming 
evident that Tunney was not only 
fighting but “wearing” better. 




There was some 
tough in-fighting 
in the centre of 
the ring in the 
early stages of 
the seventh 
round. Then Tun¬ 
ney broke ground, 
backing away 
quickly with 
Dempsey in hot 
pursuit. Dempsey 
landed a heavy 
left swing on Tun- 
nay's jaw. Tun¬ 
ney backed to the 
ropes, bounced 
back — and took 
a hefty left hook. 
As his knees wob¬ 
bled Dempsey let 
loose a hail of 
punches which 
pounded Tunney 
to the canvas 
near Dempsey's 
corner. 

Tunney was 
down for the first 
time in his career 
and the specta¬ 
tors Jumped to 
their feet, as the 
sudium seethed 
they screamed, 
“Come on, Jerk 
—finish him off!” 

Tunnejy 1 a y 
near me ropes. 
He stretched out 
an arm, seised the 
middle rope and 


half pulled himself up — still 
conscious. 

As soon as Tunney had hit the 
boards the timekeeper began to 
count But Dempsey was still stand¬ 
ing over the fallen boxer. Barry 
told him, "Go to the corner. Jack.” 
But he was so excited that he had 
forgotten all about the "neutral 
corner” rule. “I stay right herel” 
he shouted. 

The timekeeper was tolling out 
the swonds, but Barry hadn’t taken 
up the count. Dempsey’s corner¬ 
man screamed at him to get away 
and let the count begin. After 
several seconds Dempsey at last 
backed away. 

Barry then began the count. "One 
. . two . . The crowd booed. 

Tunney had been down much lon¬ 
ger than that. It was “all fixed”, 
they yelled. Ringside eiqterts^esti- 
mated that four seconds had elap¬ 
sed before Barry took up the count 
Some claimed it was five — a few 
as many as nine. 

Tunney himself contended that 
he regained his senses when the ac¬ 
tual count reached two. Adding on 
the four seconds, that meant six 
seconds had gone by and he would 
have been able to get on his feet 
in time. 

His corner signalled him to stay 
down and take maximum advantage 
of the rest. Barry had shouted 
"Ninel" and wal about to bring his 
arm down for the tenth and last 
time when Tunney got to his feet 
and signalled that he was ready to 
resume. 

Tunney had had a hammering 
and as Dempsey rushed at him, he 
did a “back-periling” act. He 
went round and round the ring, 
feinting continually, never allew- 
Ing Dempsey to get him in a corner 
or toe close to the ropes. Thou¬ 
sands were Kreeching at him to 
“stand and fight”, but he ignored 
them. Nor did he pay any atten¬ 
tion when Dempsey contemptuously 
stood in the centre beckoning him 
to come in and fight. 

Tunney continued this strategy 
in the eighth round, but Dempsey 
was tiring. Tunney attacked strong¬ 
ly for the first time in the fight, 
almost felling him with a powerful 
left hook to the jaw. 

In the ninth and tenth rounds, 
Dempsey was visibly failing while 
Tunney gained fresh Guilty. 
Dempsey was panting heavily and 
lunging wildly as Tunney moved 
in with sledgmammer blows. Many 
said it was a miracle how Dempsey 
lasted through that last round- 

— JACK VIVIAN 
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Worfd Open Squash 


Hunt holds the Paks at bay 


I^EOFF HUNT, the 30-year-oW 
'JAuefralian, retained his World 
Open title at Adelaide, beatinc off 
a strong, colourful and versatile 
challenge from Pakistan who, as a 
unit undoubtedly remain the most 
powerful squash-playing country in 
the world. 

Last month, In Canada, th^ won 
the team event as well as the In¬ 
dividual title (through Maqsood 
Ahmed) in the World Amateur 
Championship and in Adolaide at 
the World tmen, from an original 
entry of nine. (If^m whom twoy 
including MaeM^^med, scratch¬ 
ed) plus two tmlstanis who play¬ 
ed under the Singapore flag, they 
had six in the last 16. four in the 
quarter-finals and three in the 
semi-finals. 

Gogi Alauddln, 27-years-old, sof- 
tenen up Hunt in a gruelling and 
exciting semi-final but Qamar 
Zaman, the man who had beaten 
Hunt in the quarter-finals of the 
British Open of 1975, .still could 
not topple him in the final. 

In a final that produced drama 


as well as brilliant, positive squash 
and lasted 93 minutes. Hunt beat 
Zaman 9-5. 10-9, 0-9, 1-9, 9-4. There 
was no disputing Hunt’s authority' 
specially as he was also unbeaten 
in the two preceding tournaments 
on the Australian circuit, the 


by DICKY RUTNAGUR 

Perth Classic and the Australian 
Professional Open, in Melbourne. 

For sheer skill with the racket, 
the Pakistanis are in a class of 
their own and, in fact, have com¬ 
pelled Hunt to borrow from their 
own methods during the last two 
years. 

Hunt’s uncanny ability to win 
matches and titles is built on a 
diversified athletic upbringing, 
powers of endurance and tremen¬ 
dous mental discipline, a field in 
which only Alauddin, from among 
the Pakistanis, is his equal. 

The all-round sporting ability of 
Hunt was proved only very recent¬ 
ly, in fact at the same time a** the 


World Open. During the two-day 
interval between his first and se¬ 
cond round matches. Hunt partici¬ 
pated in the Sporting Superstars’ 
-contest on television. 

This contest is a sort of decath¬ 
lon. comprising of running 100m., 
800m., swimming, cycling, tennis, 
kick goals at soccer, gymnastics, 
canoeing, weight-lifting and an ob¬ 
stacle race. 

Among Hunt’s rivals in this con¬ 
test, which carried total prize 
money of 40,000 Australian dollars 
and a winner’s purse of 8,000 dol¬ 
lars, were the legendary runner, 
Ron Clarke, who is plus 40 now 
but still in very good shape, Greg 
Chappell and David Hookes. The 
others came from Australian Rules 
Football and Rugby League; their 
names would mean little in India. 

failing to reach in time 
ioi the opening event, tennis, 
which would have been one of 
Hunt's strong points. Hunt tied for 
first place, but was beaten into se¬ 
cond by a tie breaking formula 
continued on p I.*! 



Geoff Hunt (right), the world champion 
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World squash 

Still, he won two events outrlithi 
(cycling and 800m ), which was 
one more than any othei tomprti 
tor. 

It has been interesting to see the 
deveiopment as a player of Hunt 
who, under the tutorship of hts 
father, Vic, became champion of 
the state of Victoria when only fi 
and World Amateui champion only 
four years later. 

The foundations of his game 
then were speed and vigorous 
volleying from close in, that Is 
cutting off the ball early in its 
flight to put the opponent undei 
pressure. 

Then as Britain's Jonah Bariing 
ton, a tireless runner and ictriever 
became his arch rival, Hum t>ain 
ed himself to play long matches 
and to pace himself His own de 
fence wras considerably tightened 

In 1975 came a new force in 
world squash, Qamai Zaman who, 
during one British ciicuil beat 
Hunt no less than four times Hunt 
was quick to realise that against 
a player of matching speed who 
had a Vast an ay of shots so many 
of them unorthodox, it was no 
longei possible to hold his own 

So when Hunt appeared in Bii 
tain in quest ot the inauguial 
World Open title he came i,i»ip 
ped with new w< a,* o,* oiop 

and a loh i <f he w i;> now also 
mote piaii< .1 in the .iit ot using 
the Sidewalls Now if thes aie lo 
match the Australian again ii i<. 
the turn of (hr Pakistanis lo go 
back to the diawingboaid 

On the whole the touin,»mtni 
took a ptc-dii table touise Fhei* 
was I conspuiioiis lai k >i hatd 


ftnm p W 



Jonah Barrington 
fading away 


matches in the earliei rounds be 
cause of a preponderance of club 
class players fiom South Atistialia 
who made up the numbeis in a 
dtaw of 64 

Nut even Austi alien talent was 
fully lepiesented because ot the 
expense oi participation Prirc* 
money was the highest evei in the 
game Sl.OOO \usirahan dollais 
with 8 000 (lu ai ’’6,000 i upees > 

going lo the winnci But then 
was not enough ot it lower down 
to cos Cl expenses and moreovci 
amateuis can no loiigei accept 
cash 

iheie wcie really only two inaioi 
upsets ot note, both staged by the 
21 yeai old New Zealander, Bruce 
Brrwnlec who had only just tui n 
cd piofessional afici failing to win 


the World Amateur title, for whicii 
tie was ffrsi favourite 

Brownlee, unseeded, forced his 
way Into the quarer-finals by beat 
ing the eighm-eeeded Australian, 
left-hender Cam Nancarrow, in the 
scaond round and Egypt’s Ahmed 
Safwat, the ninth seed, in the 
third. 

The New Zealander is a more 
versatile player that most of hts 
countrymen who have always baaed 
their game on fitness and retriev 
ing Brownlee has all those quali¬ 
ties and. in addition, uses hts 
roach to cut the bail off early. He 
is not a world champion in the 
making but he is one of those 
players against whom no one will 
be able to afford to play badly 

Geoff Hunt eventuallv beat him 
in the quarter-finals, but rallies 
were hard-fought and Biowplee 
would not have been flattered if 
he had won the second game 

Another shock seemed Itkeiv >n 
the third round, with Ah Abdel 
A/iz, of Egypt, coming bark strong 
ly from being two games down 
against the sixth seed, Jonah Bai 
rington of Great Britain But at 
5 2 in the fouith game, Aziz, hav 
ing earlier called the referee all 
soits of names which are quite 
unoiinlable, was scratched foi 
defying warnings and stopping 
play to aigoe with the reteree 

Barrington, now 16 faded awav 
lather tamely against Zaman in 
the quarter finals Age and the 
tension of many jeais of compel i 
live squash have caught up wiiii 
the former maestro and I doubt 
we shall ever again see him beat 
anybody ranked above him Bui 
in his capacits as chan man ot tin 
Players' Association, he continues 
to do a vital job as the spin s 
ambassad' r 


Have you secured . . . 
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STATUTORY WANNING: CiGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Soccer talk-in 


T he once proud masters of 
association football, England, 
are out of the World Cup for the 
second time running their last ap¬ 
pearance in the final rounds having 
been in Mexico in 1970 as winners 
of the 1966 series in England. 
They had been knocked out by 
Poland in the Qualifying rounds of 
the 1974 series. This time the team 
to baulk them are Italy. 

Englandt’s troubles began last 
year in tile Group 2 matches of 
the European section of the qualify¬ 
ing rounds. After a good start 
away to Finland (4-1), England 
struwed to repeat that victory at 
home, 2-1. Then came the first real 
test and they failed. In Rome they 
succumbed to Italy by two clear 
goals and with Italy having beaten 
Luxembourg a month earUer, 4-1, 
and consolidating their position 
with a 3-0 win over Finland, both 
away, England’s hopes faded fur¬ 
ther and further. 

The 1966 winners had to crush 
Luxembourg by a heavy margin to 
be in the running for a place in the 
final rounds to be played in Argen¬ 
tina next year. And then they had 
to keep theit fingers crossed and 
hope that Finland and Luxembourg 
take at least a point from Italy in 
Italy. 

All these sperulations came to an 
end in the spate of thiee days 
England eked out a 20 win in 
Luxembourg's National Stadium. 
Then Italy routed Finland by six 
goals to one with their star striker, 
Robert Bettega, being in splendid 
form. 

It would be ton much to expect 
England to overwhelm Italy at 
Wembley next month — Italy at 
the moment have an advantage in 
goal difference of plus four and a 
^me against Luxembourg at home 
in hand — and reach Argentina. 

But more than the elimination 
itself, En^and have suffered yet 
another blow to their image as a 
sporting nation. Though in recent 
years the supporters of Leeds 
United, who lost to Bayern Munich 
in the final of the European Cup 
at the Parc de Princes in Paris in 
1976, and the Manchester United 
fans, or rather fanatics, at the St. 
Etienne ground after a recent 
European Cup-winners Cup tie, had 
left behind a trail of destroyed 
property, the English supporters 
were not expected to have the 
same “seal” as the supporters of 
club sides. 

This was a w ong premise. Even 
before the game commenced the 
hooligans who had come through 
travel agencies at concessional 
fares made their unruly presence 
felt. They tore down tbc wooden 


ENGLAND OUT 


seats and the wire mesh surround¬ 
ing the playing field. Then after 
the match they went on a rampage 
through the city of Luxembourg, 
breaking shop windows^ picking up 
quarrels in bars, hurling missiles 
— a policeman was badly hurt, etc. 

The police were under orders 
not to arrest the English, and so 
the rowdy elements got off scot 
free. But Luxembourg is unlikely to 
welcome any Engliw national or 
club side. Indeed one official said 
that they would rather withdraw 
even from European club competi¬ 
tions than face English clubs and 
their hordes of barbaric supporters. 

Some idea of the reputation that 
the English supporters have "built 
up” for themselves in Europe could 
be gauged from the fact that no 
company would risk insuring 
against their rampage. 

Meanwhile, the Luxembourg F.A. 
face the prospect of having to 
compensate the city council for 
damage to the stadium estimated at 
£1^000. 'They will also have the 



F.T.F.A. institute an enquiry into 
the incidents. 

Also Mr. Dennis Howell, a for¬ 
mer first class referee who is Bri¬ 
tain’s mlnistm- for sports, has 
called for a report from the Eng¬ 
lish F.A. apd as to why his instruc¬ 
tions for taking supporters to 
Europe were not heeded. Two sea¬ 
sons back he had advised that clubs 
or the F.A. will be held responsible 
for the behaviour of their fans, 
also that travel agencies should 
not take to Europe those who do 
not possess tickets for the match, 
besides ensuring that unsocial and 
uncontrollable fans are not on 
board. 

Europe, Group 2 

P W D L F A Pto. 

Italy 4 4 0 0 15 2 8 

England 5 4 0 1 13 4 8 

Finland 6 2 0 4 11 16 4 

Luxembourg 5 0 0 5 2 19 0 

Scotland became the fourth team 
to make sure of their place in the 
final of the 1978 FIFA World Cup 
Football Championship when th^ 
defeated Wales. 2-0, at Liverpool. 
England, earlier this month. Their 
first goaL scored by Don Masson, 
was from a debatable penalty 
award 12 minutes from the end. 

Even re-runs in slow motion of 
the TV films of the match in 
Europe, Group 7, has not been able 
to establish clearly whether the 
ball was handled by a Weldi defen¬ 
der or a Scottish attacker. 

Striker Kenny Oalglsih scored 
the second goal mrce minutes 
from the end. 

Thus Scotland finished the three- 
team group with six points from 
four games, their only loss being 
to Czechoslovakia, 0-2, in October 
last year. 

Czech hopes took a drive when 
they lost their away tie to Wales 
and vanished when they lost to 
Scotland the return match. 

The last match in this group, be¬ 
tween Czechoslovakia and Wales, 
next month will be of only acade¬ 
mic Interest. Neither can top Scot¬ 
land’s tally of points 

Holders West Germany, hosts 
Argentina and Brazil are the other 
three who will figure among the 
final sixteen. 

Europe, Group 7 

P W D L F A Pts. 

Scotland 4 3 0 1 6 3 6 

Wales 3 1 0 2 3 3 2 

Czecfa’vakia 3 1 0 2 3 6 2 

— SHARP SHOOTER 
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will he? 
won't he? 
will he? 
won't he? 
mil he ? 
won't he? 

will he wear my f^urite Modi Suitjonightf 


7 ^' ’ 






modi 

suitings & shirtings 

Women find them irresistible 
—ask any man! 

Modi Rayon & Silk Mills 
Modinagar U.P. 




ProcMssd in tnehnical Collaboration with HEPATEX, Switzarland 


16 


SPOXTSWEEK. NovemiMr 6, 1977 


Interads 





Tennis notes ^ 


Double-string racket outlawed 


A x iu miMt rwent meeting in 
Bercelone, the Committee of 
Menagement of the ITF impoeed 
a temporary ban on the uee of the 
doublMtring racket or any racket 
with protuberance*. 

Under iu authority to nulke the 
official rules of tennis (the play - 
ing rules of the game), the IxF’s 
ban went into effect on October 3, 
and applies to all official tourna¬ 
ment* and competitions, including 
the Davis Cup. 

All club and regional events au¬ 
thorised by the national associa¬ 
tions are also under the ban. The 
Men's International Professional 
Tennis Council was expected to 
ratify the ben immediately for all 
Colgate Grand Prix tournament*. 

According to the Committee of 
Management, the freese on the use 
of the double-string rackets will 
enable the ITF to compile research 
which is being done on the effects 
of the rackets on match play. A 
technical sub-committee has been 
appointed which will report to the 
Annual General Meeting of the ITF 
next July. 

Although the double-strung rac¬ 
ket has been used in Europe for 

a uite awhile, it was unfamiUar to 
te players and public in the Unit¬ 
ed States until Mike Fishbach 
used it with such effectiveness at 
the IIS Open. Dismissed by many 
as just another Barry Phillips- 
Moore novelty and a weapon used 
by Georges Goven against lesser 
French players on the French 
satellite circuit, the “spaghetti” job 
was the talk of Forest Hills when 
Fishbach beat Billy Martin and 
then destroyed Stan Smith 
Fishbach’s version of the racket, 
which took the young American 
over 30 hours to string was made 
of nylon strings doubled up, with 
fish-test line wound atound them, 
six rows vertically and six rows 
horixontaliy. He used adhesive 
tape and plastic tubing to protect 
the bbarre arrangement where the 
strings crossed. 

“You don’t know what’s going 
on with the bloody thing," said 

i ohn Feaver after beating Fish- 
ach at the Open. “You can’t hear 
the ball come off the racket. It 
looks like an egg in flight. When 
it bounces, it can jump a yard this 
way or that, and up or down,” he 
said in amasemetit. 

Before the iTF’s recent ruling, 
the only reference made to the 
racket in the rules of tennis de¬ 
fined it as the “instrument employ¬ 
ed to strike the ball.” As Fishbach 
told New York Times reporter 


Patron Keese, “1 can use my apple 
juice bottle to hit the ball it 1 
want to,” 

The use of the double-string rac¬ 
ket did not become a full-blown 
crisis in professional tennis until 
two weeks after Forest Hills at the 
Coupe Poree in Paris. Unknown 
Frenchman Christophe Roger- 
Vasselin used the extra spin to 
reach the singles final. Me won the 
doubles with Jacques Thamln, who 
also used the double-string racket 
Georges Goven upset Hie Nastase 
in the first round in Paris, and the 
next week, Nastase showed up in 
Aixen-Provence wielding it and 
won the tournament. 

While the issue was much more 
explosive in Europe, players 
around the world were quick to 
voice their feelings on the subject 
In a sampling of player opinion 
done by the iTW, the majority of 
the players surveyed favoured the 
ban. 

Courtesy; International Tennis 
Weekly 



Barry Phillips — Moore and 
hh double-string racket 


Nastase banned 



Nastase hides his face in anguish 


rpHE Davis Cup Committee has 
banned Romania’s Hie Nastase 
from the 1978 Davis Cup competi 
tion for Nastase’s behaviour in a 
June 10-12 tie against Great 
Britain. 

Acem-ding to the Davis Cup 
Committee, Nastase’s behaviour 
during the tie “brought the game 
and die event into disrepute.” 
Spain’s Jaime Bartroll, the referee 
at the tie, filed the formal com¬ 
plaint. Nastase and Romania have 
the right to appeal the decision. 

Bartroll reported to the com¬ 


mittee that Nastase used veiy base 
and vulgar language and “gioss 
finger gestures” to the crowd Paul 
Hutchins, the British captain, m a 
letter to the comnintec, said 
“Without doubt Nastase behaved m 
a vile, disgusting and deploiuble 
manner to every member ot mv 
team.” 

Bartroll described the tie as “a 
high tension match” and said that 
provocation fiom Britain’s David 
Lloyd contiibuted to the worst 
incident of the tie, wliith occuired 
in the second set of the doubles 
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Indian Open flashback 


by SUBROTO SIRKAR 


Vijay’s first 


yljAY AMRITRAJ was stiU 
* some two months away from 
his 20th birthday when he triumph¬ 
ed in the Grand Prix meet in the 
capital — the first "open” tourna¬ 
ment to be held in India — in 
October 1973. 

That, of course, was the year he 
not just made the quarter-final 
grade in a truncated Wimbledon 
but also won the Volvo tourney 
and reached the last eight in the 
US Open, defeating the great Rod 
Laver twice within the course of 
a few weeks. His Delhi success 
came on the crest of the wave, 
making the inaugural Indian Open 
an enjoyable occasion for tennis 
enthusiasts in the country. 

That time the singles semi-finals 
and final were all played over five 
sets — and went the full distance. 
Some statistics of the Bj-hour final 
tussle are interesting to recall; 
Mai Anderson served 12 double 
faults while Vi jay Amritraj.. who.se 
second service was then relatively 


jpiRST Indian Open Tennis 
” Championships, held on 
grass courts at the Delhi 
Gymkhana Club, New Delhi, 
October 15-21, 1973. Referee: 
Naresh Kumar. GP category: 
Group B, $25,000. 

Singles .seedings; V. Am¬ 
ritraj 1, B. E. Gottfried 2, 
M. J. Anderson 3, F. S. 
Stolle 4, R. C. Ramirez 5, 
P. R. Gerken 6, M. S. Estep 
7, I. C. Fletcher 8. 

Quarter-finals: Amritraj d. 
Fletcher, Ramirez d. Stolle, 
Anderson d. Gerken, Estep 
d. Jasjit Singh. Semi-finals: 
Amritraj d. Ramirez, Ander¬ 
son d. Estep. Final (umpired 
by G. Kotoor): Amritraj d. 
Anderson 6-4, 5-7, 8-9, 6-3, 
11-9 in 195 minutes. 

Doubles final: J. H. Mc¬ 
Manus & Ramirez d. A. Am¬ 
ritraj k V. Amritraj 6-2, 6-4. 


weak, had just three. And the 
youngster had almost all the luck 
with that delicate balancing factor, 
the net-cord, which intervened no 
less han seven times 1 

The maiden Indian Grand Prix 
bad in iu 19 foreign entries an 
agreeable mixture of the old and 
the new. There were the 3Byear- 
old Anderson, who had won the 
US title 16 years earlier, and fel- 
low-Australlan Fred Stolle, 35. 
champion of France in 1965 and 
the US in '66. on one of their last 
"circuit” tours; there were 20- 
year-old Raul Ramirez and Brian 
Gottfried, 21, both now firmly en¬ 
trenched in the ATP’s top 10; and 
there was hippy-haired music-lover 
.Teif Borowiak, 24, who has trimmed 
both bis mane and his game now 
and won a couple of GP tourna¬ 
ments this summer. 

The tournament proper was 
played over seven days, with four 
lawn-courts being u.sed — though, 
the centre-court apart, they were 


not really first-class. The general 
lay-out of the courts was not very 
practical either: They were bunch¬ 
ed too close together on the 
grounds, into which there was just 
a single entry point. But that ne¬ 
cessary ingredient, a tennis atmos¬ 
phere, was certainly present. 

The local • boy - returned - home, 
“Jaz” Singh, 25, pulled oil the big 
upset of the week, beating Gott¬ 
fried (the $30,000 champion at 
Caesars Palace that May) after 
being a set down, late on the third 
afternoon, tite easiest win was 
recorded by Ramirez, love and 
love over Hong Koifg’s stocky Tao 
Luu in Round I. 

The following afternoon, while 
Krishnan was charming his way 
past southpaw Dickie Dell, I saw 
the young Mexican up on a chair, 
craning his neck for a view of hi.s 
next opponent. “Wbat do you 
think of our Krish?” somebody 
a.sked him, adding, for edification. 



Mai Anderson . . . Lady Luck deserted him 


















Vijay Amriiraj ... rode ttie crest of a wave of success that year 


“he was a Wimbledon semi'finalist 

in I960.” 

“I was seven in ’60,” Ramirer 
smiled, “I’ve never seen your 
Kriahnan play before.” The next 
day he made our ageing mae.stro 
run and run, and sped to a 47 
minute straight win. At Delhi 
seven Indians reached Round II 
beating foreign opponents, and 
among the visiting pros who lost 
first.rouad were Yugoslav Zeljko 
Fraaulovic, who had been French 
runner-up in *70; bespectacled Bill 
Brown, who wes Vijay Araritraj’s 
opponent in the beginning of 
“open” tennis in India; and half- 
Iranian Fred McNair, who three 
years later was to win (with Sher¬ 
wood Stewart) the Masters doubles. 


Mike Estep of Dallas, wearing a 
leather belt over his shorts, had 
runaway wins over Indians Royap- 
pa, Lall and Jasjit and held match- 
point versus Anderson before the 
cunning Aussie veteran inched 
away. 

In the other semi Ramirez's com¬ 
posure was possibly upset, as w.ts 
Anderson’s in the final, by the 
rather partisan crowd — but the 
Australian showed great stamina 
in playing two tiring five-setters 
on successive days. 

The incident I remember best? 
When four quarter^nals were on 
simultaneously, a colleague and I 
felt the closest match would be 
Anderson versus Paul Gerken, the 
blond Connecticut man. And so it 


was Anderson wen the first set on t 
tie-breaker; at 30-15 in the fifth 
game of the second, the Ameri¬ 
can’s hard first serve from the 
left court blew the chalk on the 
far sideline. 

Anderson nodded in acknow¬ 
ledgement of a good serve, but 
the linesman thought otherwise, 
and the poker-faced Aussie hit 3 
winner off the second serve to 
make it Sthall, then proceeded to 
break service. “That’s profession¬ 
alism!” my friend exclaimed, 
“Vijay would have said Take two 
or given the point away.” True. 
Among other things. New Delhi 
’73 showed us for the first time 
what professional tennis was like. 

Next week: Bombay ’74. 





















to the lively, stimulating 
taste of 
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YMCA Open Athletics 


Murlidhar’s 


T he N«w Dtlhi y.M.CuV. con- 

cludtd one moro major aportt 
vantura, thair lavonth Open Athle¬ 
tic Meat, axtandad to flva daye, 
once anln pawing tha fact that 

e van uia opportunity, thia sport 
tha country can produce com¬ 
petitors in numbers as wall as in 
standard. At against tha 1,700 plus 
entries of lut year this year tha 
figure crossed the 1,900 mark. 

Tha enthusiasm of the athletes 
and tha willingness to travel long 
distances to taka part in this meet, 
one of tha three all India Open 
meats conducted by private orunl- 
satlons, obviously proved a little 
embarrassing to the hosu. Accom¬ 
modation, acute as it is in the capi¬ 
tal, proved a problem with very 
few teams intimating their re- 
ouiroments. A few teems came at 
tne last moment without Informing 
the organisers and only added to 
their worries. 

Nevertheless the meet itself pro¬ 
ved an outstanding success and 
particularly so for Meerut Univer 
sity’s young Murlidhar Misra, a 
product of the YMCA Meets, 
who staggered everyone with a 
splendid performance, winning the 
marathon, conducted entirely by 
the men and officers of 3 Kumaon 
Rifles, in 2 18 00 0, a time only 
second best to Shiv Nath Singh 
who had clocked 2 IS 57 6 during 
the Patiala trials prior to the Mon 
treal Olympic Games last year 

And it was Murlidhar’s first 
marathon too He had already knot 
chad up the third spot in the 5,000 
metres and the second in the 
10,000 metres both of which were 
won by international Harl Chand 
of Central Reserve Police Foice of 
Neemuch Murlidhar, who is only 
18 years 6 months old, led nearly 
all the way, with a ready smile on 
his lips to outdistance recognised 
stars like Shergirl Sin|^ of 3 Ku¬ 
maon (winner of the C.P.M. meet 
marathon). Shergiri in fact finish¬ 
ed fourth. Rajender Kumar of Rai 
putana Rifles and Tejpal Singh 
Tomar of Meerut University filled 
in the second and third spots while 
Satish Kumar, who finished fourth 
in the World Deaf and Dumb 
Games in Bucharest two months 
ago, was a creditable fifth. 

While the men of Ontral Re- 
SM-ve Police Force were prominent 
winners in most events there was a 
minor shock for 0. L. Thomas 
(TISCO, Burnpur) who finished 
second to Food Corporation of 
India’s Inter-University champion 
Ram Kumar, though both clocked 
the same time of 11.0 secs. A shock 
was in store for another national 


Splendid performance 



i uniors in the country clocked 
:43.4. Vateb School of Bhlwanl as 
usual did extremely well with 
Anand Prakasb elalmlag the best 
athlete’s »r^hy la die boys* sec¬ 
tion. Others to impress ware Gar- 
main Albuqurgue who won diroe 
crowns, two with records in the 
Junior boys. A student of Noes 
Wadis College, Pune, Germain ap¬ 
pears to have a big future ahead 
of him. 

It is of course difficult to analyse 
the performances in the Junior eec- 
tions et the standard has net trot 
bean stabilised. StUl there were 
many btys end girls with great 
promisa and taken In hand in dmeu 
they should serve the country welt 
in future. 


Murlidhar Mknre 

athlete, Veena Chandola who was 
beaten ^ her teammate from FCI 
(North Zone) Rita Vadhera in the 
women's 200 metres Veena, how¬ 
ever, had the last word in the 100 
metres with Rita finishing second 
Bombay Y M C A’s Lesli Louis won 
a close battle with Babai Ah of 
C R.P F in the men's 200 metres. 

For these achievements, the spot 
light was naturally on the juniors 
and Amarjit Singh of Punjab 
Sports had the distinction of bet¬ 
tering the national mark of 8 48 0 
in the 3 000 mt-ttes loi sonioi boys 
Ani.iiiii till) nt iHi nm-i ,itiiiiiisuili 


Now a word about tha organiaa- 
tion. For tha past two yoars the 
meet apptars to be going out of 
hands. Understandably the organi¬ 
zers cannot refuse entries but soanc 
method has to be worked out to 
keep the meet within check. At 
this moment it is too unwieldy. 

The organizers of course did 
their best and added incentives like 
awarding of certificates to the firat 
eight with the victory stand en¬ 
larged accordingly. This is a new 
thing and a good thing too and it 
would be encouraging to the ath¬ 
letes if this system is followed In 
iho Sjiinndl nui.t> 
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Cross-country race—a grand success 


C ROSS-covirrRY r«11 t 

organised by the Mangalore 
Athletic Club, recently Twenty- 
eight runners faeed the starter. 
The athletes had to cover die dis¬ 
tance on roads, paddy fields, field 
bunds, streams, mire hillacks, ups 
and plains. The first stage was run 
on roads Then they had to ba¬ 
lance themselves on field bunds, 
mire, fields and wade through knee 
deep water At the last stage they 
ran on hillocks and completed the 
race through plains. 

The race was a grand success It 
was pleasing and inspiring to see 
the sthietes in action in the paddy 
fields 

The race was Inaugurated by A 
Sureth Babu, vice-president of the 
club The concluding function was 
held at the St Aloysius College 
Abdulla Kunhi, Dt Youth Services 
Ofikeer presided 

MEN’ Udavakumar (Attavar 
Friends Circle) 1, Sridhara (Go- 
vind Oasa College) 2, Panduranga 
Suvarna (United Sports Club) 3 
Time 19 mts 16 8 sets 

Boys under 19t Clement Abra. 
ham (Bhuvanendra College) 1, Dir 
rick G Senuoira (St Aloysius Col 
lege) 3, Joseph Rudolph Rego (St 
Aloysius) *1 Time 22 mts 14 




I--;_L 

Promising Rtmesh 

•TSWENTY three year old K Ra 
^ mesh, an engineering student 
IS showing promise in table tennis 
He started playing five years ago 
and had his early training under 
C Ramaswamy former national 
chantpion. Ramesh has represented 
Mysore Varsity thrke He has been 
the college champion all through 
Although his is a defence 
oriented game be often hits the 
ball with tremendous force 


G. H. J. Clarke 

A TOUGH and rugged outfit 
that can rise to 'rough 
heights’ if the opposition resorts 
to such tactics, K S R P (Kama 
taka State Reserve Police) lifted 
the GHJ Clarke Trophy, the 
symbol of supremacy of the Indian 
Tobacco Company’s Hockey lour 
nament with a narrow but well 
deserved 10 victory in the final in 
Bangalore The gtal of the match 
came Irom out&ide-right Nanjappa 
who first shot past Muthanna and 


Trophy Hockey 

beat onrushing goalkeeper Leela 
Shanker 

MEG. however were without 
the services of their top stars 
Alexander, Charmanna, Chengappa 
and Poobwn, all away at the 
N 1.S, PatialA camp But they went 
down fighting gallantly indeed 

In the semifinals, MEG downed 
Central Excise 2-0, but the Excise¬ 
men have some fine players in 
their ranks and will be heard of 
quite often — R ARVINDAM 
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Play it cool. Play it casual. Play it slick. 
With Sirsilk polyester shirts. 

Sirsilk has a racy range of polyester shirtings 
In smiling shades and peachy prints. 

To suit every man. To match every mood 
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polyester suitings €• shirtings 
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K«*hi »Chimii.TtASroRoCAlcu'fTXii«RC^^^ ITR" . __ . aounAinoo. 

COBSOlIJmONr 2nd Fteor, Dhirtntti^ It^ikoL AMRITSAR • MODERN dIaLEHS i 

MSSriMhadovI Rood, SWMSAV • OIHENTAL tfNTERRRISES S AOENCIES. >ndM MMhlnwy ^Mlion Re^^ 

Ml«|hini!siA3c^«l Ayonub Rood. NAORURji HARISH S CO . M«h« MorkM, JODMRUR • SOMSAY^ADiMO CO. R. LTD , K« 
OELHIollUNaTAB * *.. 


I* Rood, SANOALORE • OAOA BROS, SBlMbnl 
- • RATNAoRAfMIBCO. 


AvofluO Rood. NAORUR <---- . 

CO.. FMhoifMtv HYDERABAD • S NAHATA » BROS . 


2nd Floor, Btbu B(U*i OAUHATI o 


Knri Aihitf I, Chindnl Cbowo, 
Atnss/TTi 
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Zonal round-lip 


Snighdha’s unique feat 


ONtGHDHA MEHTA, Just 13] 
years old, performed the 
unique feat of capturing all three 
open titles, ladies siniTes, Junior 
girls and suNuniors in the 20th 
M. P. State Championships at 
Guna. The youngster had only a 
fortnight earlier earned the dis¬ 
tinction of claiming a triple 
crown in the South Zone Cham¬ 
pionships held at Ernakulam. 

Saniosh Mishra claimed a double 
crown, winning the juniors singles 
and doubles and M. Narayanan of 
Bhopal won the men’s singles 
title. 

As expected Indore District As¬ 
sociation claimed all the four team 
events—men's, ladies. Junior boys 
and junior girls without difficulty. 
In all 24 districts entered the 
men’s event, nine in ladies, 20 in 
junior boys and six in junior 
girls. 

Barring the men’s event in which 
there were some surpri.ses, the re¬ 
sults of the other events turned 
out as expected with all the favou¬ 
rites winning the titles. 

In the semi-finals Promod Soni 
beat Baljit Singh while M. Nara¬ 
yanan overcame Narender Kaushik. 
The final was one-sided with Nara¬ 
yanan literally sweeping Soni off 
the table in a matter of minutes 
winning 21-6, 21-8, 21-4. 

In the ladies semi-finals Snigh 
dha Mehta beat Maya Gandhi 
while Rajni Jain beat tl Madik 



Snighdha Mebla 

In the final Snighdha beat Rajni 
in straight games. In the junior 
boys Santosh Mishra won the title 
beating Devrajsingh in the final. 

The other highlight on the final 
day was the announcement of win¬ 
ners and runner-up awards to be 
given to four best districts <two 
in the corporation area and two 
out of the corporation area) who 
have helped in further develop¬ 
ment and promotion of table ten¬ 
nis in their districts. This year’s 
awards were bagged by Indore 
District Association. Jabalpur Dis¬ 
trict Association runner-up. Out¬ 
side corporation area, winner was 
Durg District with runners-up West 
Nimar. 

—J. D. MEHTA 



1.T.II.P. Delhi and P.$.E.B. Patiala ican-s which contest 
ed the final of Chandigarh Silver Jubilee A. I. Volley- 
bell tournament at Delhi 

Walking race for juniors 


Regional Sports Office in 
Allahabad organised a 15 k.m. 
walk on the occasion of Gandhi 
Fifteen competitors took 
part in the walk which was held 
in two groups — below 18 years 
and below 16 years. The competi¬ 
tors were to complete 45 rounds 
of the cinder track at the stadium. 

The sports hostel boys cornered 
the glory, winning five out of first 


six places in both the groups. The 
results were: boys below IB years 
—1. Anil Agnihotri (Sports Hos¬ 
tel) 2. Girish Poddar (Sports Hos¬ 
tel) 3. Indra Kant Misra (Sports 
Hostel). 

Below 16 years — 1. Om Pra- 
karit (Sports Hostel) 2. Arun Ku¬ 
mar Kttshwaha (Sports Hostel) 3. 
Satyendra Kumar (Sports Hostel). 

—SANTOSH SINGH 


NORTH 


Delhi players 
steal the show 



Tilak Raj Savita Nagpal 

npABLE tennis players from 2>elhi 
— stole the limelight in the Chaiv 
digarh Silver Jubliee Table Tennis 
Tournament held in the Union 
Territory recently along with Har¬ 
yana Inter-District TT Champion¬ 
ships and Haryana open events. 

In fact their performance over¬ 
shadowed the events in the Har¬ 
yana championships. Manjit Dua. 
Sudhtr Pfaadke, Mukesh Jain. 
Vineet Chaudhry made short work 
of Haryana ranked players in the 
first round of Chandigarh Silver 
Jubilee Table Tennis. 

Naturally all eyes were on the 
duel between Manjit Dua and Su- 
dhir Phadke, and they did not dis¬ 
appoint, While Phadke impressed 
one and all with bis immaculate 
defence, deep returns and occa¬ 
sional shots from all angles, Dua 
was his cool self, hitting the win¬ 
ners with comfortable ease. Dua 
won 18-21, 21-18, 24-22, 21-16. 
Later they cembioed well to beat 
Haryana doubles chatnpiaAS Tilak 
Raj and Baldev Dogra. Ntshit 
Vvas annexed the boys' singles 
title. 

On the Haryana championships 
side, Tilak Raj won the men's 
singles title for the third year in 
succession. He paired with Baldev 
Dogra to wrest the doubles title 
also for the third year in succes¬ 
sion. He also won the mixed 
doubles title so as to earn a triple 
crown this year. 

Savita Nagpal of Chandigarh be¬ 
came the new women's singles 
champion defeating last year’s 
champion Suman Yadav in a list- 
less match which extended to full 
five games. 

—M. P. VERMA 
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T he Andhra veteran Mohamad 
Haeaan won the 4th Bhilwara 
Trophy Tournament and die first 
priw of Ri. 4000 for the aeeond 
time In euccetaion. 

The second and third prises of 
Rs. 3000 and Rs. 2000 were claimed 
by Vijay Adhikari (Maharashtra) 
and R. Ravi Sekbar (Tamil Nadu) 
resMtlvoly and die fourth prise 
of Ks. 1000 was divided between 
National (Champion Manuel Aaron 
(TN) and Anand Kumar Ghosh 
(West Bengal). 

Results; Mohamed Hassan 8 out 
of 11; Adhikari 7i; R Ravi Sekhar 
7; Aaron and Ghosh 6 each; Nasir 
Ali (UP) 6; R S. Gupta (MP) 54; 
R. K. Bagadi (MP) S; N GhalAi 
(AP) 4}; Ratio Khan and Ralesh 
Bahadur (bodi MP) 4 each; Rohini 
Khadilkar (Maha.) 2i. 

The Tournament was organised 
by the Bhilai Steel Plant Sports 
and Racreation Club under the 
auspices M the M.P State Chess 


Association. The prise money was 
donated iw the Bhilwara Group 
of Indusdics. 

QUEEN’S GAMBIT 


White: Adhikari 
Black: Aaron 



PR3 (c) 11. BKB4. NR4? (d) 12. 
NKS. NxB 13. PxN, BQ3 14. RKl, 
QB3 15. PKN3. NN3 U. QN3, BB2 
17. Non. BKB4 (e) 18. BBl. KRKl 
19. NK3. BR2 20 BR31 QRNl 21. 
BQ7I (f) KRQl 22. BsPI. PxB 23. 
NxQBP, BK5 24. NxQR, BxN 25. 



32. (2xN and Blacf resigned on'iAe 
64th move. 

(a) 6.. . QNQ2 is usual. Alterna* 
tives are 6. . . PKR3 7. BR4. NK5 
(Lasker Defence) or 7. . . P(2N3 
(Tartakover Defence). 

(b) In the 1974 Candidates’ 
match Portisch played 8 PBS in a 
brilliant win against Petrosian. 
The game went; 8. . . PB3 9 BQ3, 
PON310. PxP, PB4 11 00. PBS 12 
BB2, NxP 13. NKS. BN2 14. PB4. 
RNl 15. PBS, QNQ2 1$ BB4. RBI 
17. QB3. PxP 18. BxP, NxN 19 
PxN. NKS 20. NxN. PxN 21. 0R3, 
PN3 22. QR(>1. 6m 23. RQ7. MKl 
24. PK6t. Pd is. RxXBtl. RiA 26. 
QN3ch. XRl 27. BR6. PxP 28. BxR. 


RQ2 29. BR6. QR4 30. QN8ch. 

31. QKSch. KNl 32. QxPeh. 

33. ]I^P| Black resigns. 

(c) The book line is 10. . . RKl 
11. QB2, NBl 

(d) The Knight Bishop exchange 
it not desirable at the cost of loss 
of time and strengthening of White 
Knight outpost on KS. 

(e) Better 17. . . BR6. 

(f) Interesting Bishop manoeuvre 
demolishing Black’s (2>side. White 
wins a Rook and two Pawns for 
Bishop and Knight as the game 

S ocs, but even uter 21. . . RKBI 
2. BxP, PxB 23. NxQBP White 
can get three Pawns for the piece 
with the better game. 

(g) A blunder, but there is no 
much hope in 30. . . NN3 31. QRS. 


END GAME 



'rHE old rivals of Bengal, Bho> 
^ wanlpore Card Club and Cah 
eutta Furniture Recreation Club 
were again pitted against one ano¬ 
ther in the finals of the West Ben¬ 
gal State Championship. 

It was easy for Bhowanipore 
which led aU the vray and finished 
with a maridn of 54 I.M.Ps. despite 
dropping alow points in the fourth 
and last session. 

Here is an Interesting deal from 
the match sent to me oy Santanu 
(Biose, a member of the winning 
team. 

It speaks volumes for the sports¬ 
manship of my corroimondant that 
he selects a hand which outwitted 
him rather than one of many where 
he came out triumphant. 

Let's st^ into his shoes for a 
moment as Bast: 


Bidding: 


K Q 8 
097 

Si* 

<»> 


N 

IN 

3H 


X X 


.(B) 


E 

P 

F 


2H 

4H 


10 6 5 2 

f i" 

9 62 
W 
P 

Dbl. 


The opening lead is the heart 5, 
which hardly arouses in you the 
warmMt sentiments for partner. 



What is he trying to do any way? 
First ha doubles — on your values 
as usual and then promptly pro¬ 
ceeds to expose and obliterate you. 

You thank God that thara are 
only three deals remaining and 
try to concentrate on defence. The 
play proceeds — heart seven from 
dummy, eight from you and ten 
from declarer. A low heart finds 
partner discarding a club and 
dummy's Queen loses to your Ace. 
Your eight of diamond return is 
ducked round to dummy's knave. 
Dummy plays the D King won by 
partner who plays back a third 
diamond in this position: 

KQ 8xx 

9 


X 

A Q 


10 6 S 2 
J 3 
nil 

9 6 2 


What next? If you difide you 
have done your Job by coatrlou^ 
ing two tricks for your partner's 
double, you’ll have to start think¬ 
ing some more .... until next 
wemc. 

Here is another missed defence 
which is on a similar theme thouidt 
I think it is easier. It was mieaed 
by one of Rida’s players. 

X 10 

6 3 
2 

- 10 3 2 
(S) 

9 8 7 
X 9 6 
A X 5 
X765 

Bidding: 8 W N B 

ID P 16 P 

IN P 2H F 

38 P 48 — 


(B) 


K SV 

A 10 


Sitting East, you lead the Ace of 
clube-~aon't groani You could 
have found a worse lead. Partner 
plays low, but you plough on with 
clubs rcgmrdless and your second 
club is wen by declarer with his 
Queen, partner playing the knave. 

Declarer plays a low spade, wen 
by your ten. partner playing low. 
Now what? 


Solutions next week. 
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‘Tmgoingtobe , 
another Pdd!” 

-sajrslfa^u* 


if m . 




I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see! 

I practise four hours everyday 
And I drink my Horlicks 
twice a day. Mummy says 
it will make me grow up 
strong and heal^y 
A real champ. 

One day, you’ll want 
my autograph ♦” 




ilorlifk' 






HORUCKS-Hriiie Great Noorteher 

Horllckt It • Rtflurtartd Tndt Mnfc. 
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BASKETBALL 


China 


T he People n Republic of Chini 
hnished runneie>up in both the 
boys' and girls’ sections of the IV 
Asian Youth Basketball Champion 
ship here last month And in both 
they were beaten nartowly, by the 
Philippines in the boys’ event and 
by South Korea in the girls’ event 

The meeting in the hnal of the 
girls’ event was the second in the 
championship between South 
Korea and China, who were clearlv 
a cut above the othei six rivals 
Both were placed in Gioup A and 
proved too strong for Thailand and 
the Philippines South Korea top 
ped the group with six points, de 
feating China, 8S-78 
7 

Iran topped Group B, edging out 
Malaysia 6560, in the match to de 
cide the group winners Kuwait 
and Sri Lanka were no match foi 
them Malaysia, however, gained 
sweet revenge in the match foi 
third place, winning OS'S? 

South Korea and China weie tx 



twice runner-up 



India skipper Abdul Hamid attempts to score as two 
Kuwaitis try to block him 


tremely cautious in both their en 
counters But the former had grea 
ter variety of tactics and shooting 
and Aat tilted the scales m their 
favour in the keen battles In the 
hnal. the South Korean girls sunk 
many baskets foom long range and 
prevailed at 86*78 

The Chinese, who won the six 
team Group C — Groups A and B 
comprised five teams each—were 
unlucky to go down to the Philio 
pines in the boys* final In the 
keenly contested match, China, 
who had more tall men, stayed 
ahead for most of the first half and 
went in for the interval nine 
points to the good 

But the Chinese lapsed into 


eirors after the break, thoir piss 
maker being the worst culprit 
Some mispasses of his helped the 
Filipinos creep up to within threi. 
points This surge boosted the 
Filipinos’ confidence just as it 
also undermined the Chinese’s 
This was the turning point The 
Filipinos’ aim from the outside was 
unerring and that considerably re 
duced the effectu'eness of the 
Chinese guards The Philippines 
never looked back nor yielded 
their hold on the proceedings and 
ended up worthy winners of 97 86 

Kuwait finished thud and Malay 
sia fourth, both of them from 

overleaf 
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Basketball 


Grou|« B against vthom liiilia had 
fared commendably. The hosts and 
their vociferous supporters over- 
awed the inexperienced Indians at 
the Kiefan indoor stadium in the 
opening match of the Champion¬ 
ships. Kuwait won 88-72. India had 
gone down to Bahrain (67-78) and 
Saudi Arabia (68-76) in extra time 
before coming up against Malaysia 
for their last group match. Again 
they lost narrowly, 63-69. 

In the league among the losers, 
India lost to Indonesia, 70-88, to 
Singapore, 83-84 and beat Sri 
Lanka, 77-74. 


from p .31 


Philippines, the ultimate win¬ 
ners, and Thailand had qualified 
for the final round from Group A. 
They defeated comfortably Hong 
Kong, 1ndone.«ia, Iran as well as 
Thailand. Indeed most of the 
group matche.s were one-sided. The 
one exception was the match be¬ 
tween Japan and South Korea in 
Group C. South Korea were a bet¬ 
ter outfit, but were edged out by 
two points (88-90). 

Nevertheless, the standard of 
play was fairly high from the .start 
The reason is not far to seek. Al¬ 
most all the teams had prepared 
much in advance, had gone on 


tours of neighbouring and baskyt- 
ball-wise better countries and thus 
organised themselves into welt- 
blended outfits. Most teams play¬ 
ed aggressively, something the In¬ 
dians could (earn with much profit. 

One, however, found it strange 
that most teams employed the 
three-two zone defence in prefer¬ 
ence to the man-to-man. They re¬ 
sorted to this latter mode of de¬ 
fence only when they were in 
arrears and had to quickly make 
up the leeway. Then they also 
used the full court press. The zone 
defence allowed shooting from 
long range, one of the factors that 
accounted for the Philippines' vic¬ 
tory over China in the boys’ final. 



SPORTSWEEK. November 6. 1977 











MISCELLANY 


Western supreme 



The Western Railway wof»en‘<> hockey dinners of the 

lnter*Railway tournament with J. S. Khersamwalla, prcal* 
them of the Wectcm Railway Sports Association in the 
centre and secretary T. G. Watts, fourth from right 


Special awards for 
Teghbahadur hockey 

S RI GURU Tegbbahadur Memo¬ 
rial Gold Cup Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment sponsored by Teksons will 
commence at the BHA Stadium, 
Bombay, from Nov. 5. Twenty 
teams including ASC, Juliundur, 
Eastern Railway, Calcutta, Signal’s, 
Juliundur, BSF, Juliundur, and 
local teams will be taking part. 

The BHA will be awardhig four 
gift prizes of Rs. SOI/- each to the 
best forward, the best half, tfie 
best full-back and the best goal¬ 
keeper. The prizes have been 
donated by Adroit India (Pvt.) 
Ltd., The Sikh Youth Association, 
two and Pan Asiatic Tradeways. 
Pest Control M. Walshe will award 
Rs. 1,001 to the best team. 

The recipients of the awards 
will be decisled by a committee o' 
sports journalists 


WESTERN RAILWAY’S overall 
” superiority in Intcr-Railwav 
sports has earned for them the 
distinction of retaining the M. K. 
Kaul Gold Cup this year 
Besides participating in cricket, 
football, hockey and other popular 
sports. Western revived their wo 
men’s basketball and hockey teams 
disbanded in 1966, employing lead 
ing players from the country For 
this achievement their sports-loving 
officials, particularly president of 
the sports association J S Kher- 
gamwalla and secretary T. G. Watts 
deserve a pat on their backs. 

The winning of the Inter-Railway 
women’s hockey title at Kota re¬ 
cently was a tort of parting gift 
to J. S. Khergamwalla, who will 
retire from service shortly. 

At Kota, Western won all their 
three matches defeating Northern, 
Central and Eastern, collecting six 
points. Northern, Central and Eas¬ 
tern finished second, third and 
fourth, respectively. 

Western scored 11 goals and con¬ 
ceded none. International Balvin- 
der Bhatia, playing at inside-right, 
was the outstanding forward scor¬ 
ing eight of the 11 goals. 

—S. A. S. NAQVI, 


Q ANTAS airways cricket 
team from Australia will play 
three matches in Bombay on No¬ 
vember 7. 8 and 9. They will play 
Alr-lndia at Bombay Gymkhana on 
Nov. 7; CCI at the Brabourne Sta¬ 
dium on Nov. 8 and tha BCA XI at 
the Wankhedc Stadium on Nov. 9. 

Before the toun e combined 
QANTAS and New Zealand Airways 
team will play at Bombay Gym¬ 
khana on Nov. S and Air-lndia at 
the Wankhedc Stadium on Nov. 6. 


Unsportingly yours, 

SHARAD KOTNIS 


Bully coachy absent manager 


V NDIA finiNiifd t!>ih in the Fourth 
* Asisn Youth Basketbsli Cham¬ 
pionship held in Kuwait last month. 
While the prngtess made by othei 
countries m Asia in this game has 
been tremendous, we ate still lag 
ging behind and have much to 
learn 

After a dismal peiformance in 
any international event, it has he 
come customary with us to find 
tault and offer excuses about lack 
of facilities, amenities and other 
things I do not mean to criticise 
the Days for their lack-lustre per¬ 
formances; they lost some of the 
matches very narrowly. But I 
would like to highlight some of the 
handicaps and difficulties they 
taced during their slay in Kuwait 
for which the team’s manager and 
coach arc responsible 

Coach Mumtaz ul-Haq should 
have guided the boys and encou¬ 
raged them to ft eater effort. In¬ 
stead, according to a report, he 
was guilty of showering abuse on 
the pla,vers for their sub-standard 
showing even while the matches 
were going on. No wonder then 
that tite morale of the bo.vs was 
at Its lowest. How could they 
have given of their best under 
these cirrumsiancos? 


Kuwait rolled out a red carpet 
as far as hospitality was concern¬ 
ed. The choicest dishes were laid 
out at lunches and dinners But 
for some curious reason known 
only to the coach, the Indian boys 
were not allowed to touch them. 
They were forced to eat only vege¬ 
tarian food though most of them 
were non-vegetarians. 

The Indian team had to play 
matches practically every evening. 
Yet the roach prescribed loosening 
exercises every morning lasting 90 
minutes, followed by another hour's 
target-shooting The result; The 
boys were stiff by the time they 
took the court in the evening. 

And what about manager P. N. 
Sankaran? He was more interested 
in a set or two uf tennis while the 
boys were fighting it out on court. 
After a narrow defeat at the hands 
of Bahrain, India wanted to pro¬ 
test on tecnnical grounds, but the 
manager was not there to sign the 
protest note. 

How then can we improve ^ 
the world of sport if we nave offi¬ 
cials whose aim seems to be 'plea¬ 
sure before service’ and coache* 
who are ignorant of the latest 
trends? 
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''While I was 
perfecting my 
square drive, 
Babnolive 
was perfecting 
my shaving" 

says Sunil Qmvmsksr 



Mow Palmolive's improved 
moisiurized yier wHh SGUior 
even doser, smooiher shaves 


Ptlmoliv* t moistucizad (•ihar 
now dou ovon mor* )ot you With 
IM uniliu* ingtodionl SGL-4. It helps 
you work up ■ rich creamy lather 
within tacondt, Lather that retains 
moisture longer for comfort all 
through your shave. Softens even the 
hardest beard. Inqirovas raior glide. 

And while you gat your closest 
smoothest shave ever. Palmolive's 
rich emollients condition your skin. 

Try the latest shaving sensation— 
Palmolive with SGL'4 

CfiooM yoitf kimt o! ihning 
pIttBuf* from PkImoiMt 

PahnoUve De>Luae Lethor... 
the creamy smooth lather and 
a bold masculine fragrance for 
real shaving pteasura. 

PalmoMt^ Umon-Prash... 
wiifi a lemon-fresh fang for a 
refreshed affar-shava fealing. 
PalmoHvs Mentfiel-Ceot... 
dashingly cool fragrance and 
skin-cooling menthol. 


Pahnolivi—thi choice of succouful mon the world over I 
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QUESTION 

BOX 

In ' ll \ I I ( KI'.I 


Q ARE .you with Kerry Packer or the Iiifertta- 
tioiial Cricket Conference? 

— Pankaj Kumar (Bareilley). 

A WITH the ICC., naturally, betause the cun- 
^ flict is between an institution and an indivi' 
dual. At the same time I wi-h they could have 
arrived at a settlement. 


Q 


COULD you Rive me the names rif all those 
who have signed up tor the Packer cirtus? 
— P. Moses Roy & P. Hari Prasad (Tenali) 


A the list is still growing, with AuMraliaii Rob 
^ Longer being the latest 


Q 

Test? 


IS it not unfair to include ihi et spinners and 
only two seamers in nn India eleven fur a 

— Ranjii Naik (Niigijur ii. 


A 

Q 

.A bid 


UNFAIR? How often have we pJ.iyed two 
seamers in a Test match? 

HOW many wickets have been claimed by 
E. A. S. Prasanna, S Venkatraghavan and 
Ali in Te.sts against Australia? 

— Dr. Sajid Abdul Ouaivum (Hydeiabad>. 


A IN nine Te.sts, Prasanna has taken SI wickets 
” for i,358 runs at an avei age ot 2b hi. Venkai 
has taken 12 for 320 in five Tesi.s ai an aveiage of 
26.66. Abid Ali has claimed eight for J6K 'ii live 
Tests. 


Q 


WHO has the highest percentage of tuns 'it 
Test cricket? 

— Dr Ziaiilhac) Chowdhiv (Aligarh i. 


A DON BRADMAN He has an aveiage . if 
99.94. Four mure ruiLs and it w.ujid ha\e 
been a hundred! 


Q WHAT is the ptonunciaiion of wicketkeepn 
Bharat Reddy? Should it be "Bhaarai’' (as 
India is known) or Bharat (like Rama's brother>? 

— Rajesh Kumar (Ghaiiabad, U.P >. 

A BHARAT, like Rama's brother. 

Q DID Salim Durrani scoie a century on his 
debut? 

— P. S. Siddiqiie (Kilakkarai, T.N.). 

A NO. He came at number ten and made 18 on 
his debut in the third Test against Australia 
ill Bombay in January, 1960. 

Q WHAT would be Vijay Amiitraj's total 
earnings to date? 

— Bhaswar Mukerji (Ajmei). 


^ I ain’t no tax man. 


Q WHO are all the players who made their de¬ 
but in the recent series between England and 
.lustralia? 

— Sanjay Chandra (Kanpur). 

A L. S PASC(*E, R. D. Robinson and C. S. Ser¬ 
jeant, in tile Krst Teat, R. J. Bright, itt the 
Mcond, 1. T. Botham (England) ii) the third end 
K. J. Hughes and M. F. Malone in the fifth. 
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by BUSTSEEi 


E VKRYBODY has read by ti<i\s 
how hard the Indian cricket 
ream has been practising for its 
Australian season. But the real 
inside story has been given to 
me by a friend who has just re¬ 
turned from a business trip in 
Australia. 

The friend told me: “As you know, 
I left for Perth by the same 
plane as the team and no sooner 
had we cleared Santa Crur then 
the air-hostess requested the 
passengers not to walk up and 
down the gangway as the team 
wanted to have a little catching 
practice in it.” 

“Rather dangerous for the passen¬ 
gers as they may have been hit 
by a passing ball,” I said. 

“Not really, all the passengers 
were instructed to keep their 
seal-belts on,” said my friend. 

The friend continued' “1 left the 
team at Perth airport, but as I 


was going 1 noticed that timri- 
gar had asked for nets to ite put 
up on the tarmac so that the 
team could have some practice. 
The following day, all the Aus¬ 
tralian papers carried niciuies 
of the' nets at the air port with 
captions that thov were thi' n'o<.t 
unusual ciicket pictures ol the 
century. Mr. Kerry Packer was 
most dismayed that he had not 
thought of the idea and missed 
out on the publicity.” 

“I can well imagine that,” 1 said 

“I saw the team again at a recep¬ 
tion given by the Australian 
cricket board in Adelaide, at 
which they had very kindly in¬ 
vited me,” my friend said 
“\Vhile Sir Donald Bradman was 
delivering a speech welcoming 
our cricketers, the cricketers 
themselves were out on a lawn 
behind the reception ball, getting 
used to the extra bounce in the 
Australian turf.” 

“Oh, dear,” I said, “such devotion 
to duty.” 

“Yes,” said the Iriend. “though a 
lot of people thought that the 
hosts may be affronted by this. 
Actually, as Bedi explained to 
the press later, the team was in 
Australia to play cricket, not to 
attend receptions.” 

“Quite right,” I said. 

The friend continued: “The follow¬ 


ing day 1 was invited to have 
lunch with the team. So 1 went 
to the hotel where the team was 
staying and I was told that Ihei 
had all their meals at the giouni' 
as they d’d not w ml .a jtilei 
i-npt thc'i* piactic' 

•'So you h.'d linii'l: at pcin; 

1 said. 

“If yo’i can call it a lunch," said 
my friend. “They had lunch 
right in the middle of the field, 
grabbing sandwiches and rolls. 
And I had to assist the waiter.s 
in carrying the sandwich trays 
into the field. It was a very hot 
afternoon.” 

I said, ”I am told Sir Donald was 
very impres.sed at the amount of 
practice the team was putting 
in.” 

"Ob, yes,” said my friend, “When 
Umrigar wanted floodlights to 
be put up so that the team 
could practise in the night, he 
readily agreed." 

“Well,” 1 said, “I hope they do 
not overdo it. There is the dan¬ 
ger of too much practice making 
the team stale.” 

“Not likely," said my friend. “I 
remember Bedi telling me that 
he wished they did not have to 
play any matches, so that for 
the next four months that they 
would be in Australia they could 
go on practising.” 


Packer, Laker and what 


IIK iiev s today is all of Packer 
and l.akci Packer is inveigling 
all the wurid s luii cricketers to 
Australia and putting them on TV, 
white Laker is launching his Sky- 
train across the Atlantic so that 
you can travel ftom New York to 
London and back iiir peanuts. All 
the airlines of the world today are 
in a flurry, the d ickeiers are pack¬ 
ing off in a huiry, and the cricket 
associations around the globe con 
tinue to worry. 

So here is a fictional Air-India 
London-New York flight chartered 
by Laker and packed with Packer’s 
cricketers crossing the Atlantic en- 
route to Australia. The Air-India 
hostess welcomes the passengers 
with folded hands, “Good after¬ 
noon, sir! May I offer you one of 
those wonderful AI smiles at the 
cost of SOp. only? 1 guarantee you 
that the menicry of the smile is 
worth at least a century on Chan¬ 
nel 9. Ob! Your bat! Yes, 1 can 
keep it here in the locker, but 
there will be a small charge of 
SOp. If I can make a suggestion — 
we can have your team autograph 
the bat and auction it, it should 
letch at least 2S6 dollars which will 
nay for vour London-New Yoik- 
London flight.” 

Announcement by the Comman¬ 
der, “Good day gentleman. We 


welcome you on board our flight 
to New York and wish you a good 
innings. Please make sure your 
wallets are intact since we intend 
to make as much money as pos¬ 
sible out of your penny-pinchers 
or should 1 say penny-Packer- 
pinrhers.” 

The IFS announces, “Friends, 
you will notice that while the tas- 
ten seat belt sign has been switch¬ 
ed on. there are no sear belts. If 
you wish to avoid hitting the rood 
on take-off — and there is turhu- 
Icni weather ahead of us as predic¬ 
ted by the Air Traffic Control, 
such as it is, considering most of 
the blighters are on strike — just 
press the green button above yout 
head and a sear bell will apoear 
irom the leg side and the buckle 
from the slips, and you can latch 
on safely even if Alan Knott is 
breathing down ycur neck lioni 
the seat behind you. We will coi 
lect from you the scat belt charge 
of S 1 before you are permitted to 
leave your crease — sorry your 
scat.” 

Green lights appear ail over the 
aircraft and Kerry’s Kiddns are all 
safely strapped in. Take off, and 
our crirkciers are thirsty. .Anntiun- 
ce> the hostess over the P A 
System; "Gentlemefi,*'cr sltould I 
say Pluycis, you will no doubt wish 
to refresh yourself. Beftire we un- 


have you... 

strap you from your pads, we will 
take your orders foi drink;. Aus- 
t'-sltan Beer is a pound a pint, In¬ 
dian Beer is two pounds a pint and 
the 5000 cases of British Beer we 
have on board are all packed in 
the hold for Mr. Packer. We undci- 
stand he intends to ch.irge you foi 
it when you get to Australia 
three pounds a pint. It is possibK 
that some of you will prefer just u 
glass of water? 1 am afraid we will 
just have to boycott you and keep 
you strapped in till JFK.” 

The hostess goes round sirving 
beer. A well-known batsman gets 
up to go to the cloakroom and 
comes back in a fury since all rlu 
toilets are locked. '‘You’re truly 
slumped, aren’t you, sir? Well, we 
levy a fee We call it the on-a-loo 
loo fee tr, if you prefer, a pee-fee 
The charge is 2Sp. for a quick 
'ingle, 7 Sp tor a boundary fthai is 
for four irip.s), or a pound for a 
sixer.” 

From the flight deck* “This is 
your Captain speaking. There is a 
little rough weather ahead or, to 
use an expression you will no 
doubt understand, some bumpers. 
After that your Cabin Crew will 
serve you lunch. The main meal I 
understand, is appropriately 
enough, duck. Ha hal” 

— Courtesy. Magic Carpet 
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Sekhar blazes a victory trail 


CWEET was local star R. Sek- 
harV show in the Parry's open 
lanie rec'ois lournamrnt in Madras 
rcieaiiy. !i trvily warmed the 
local hearts as 
the stylish 24-ytar-old scalped 
seasoned stalwarts B. Saikumar, 
G. Jagannath and Kabad Jayant 
on his blazing path to the men's 
singles crown. 

Third-seeded Sekhar’s victory 
over former National champion 
Saikumar was comfortable. Sai- 
kumar’s seemingly sound defence 
came apart against the judicious 
attack that Sekhar wisely chose 
to employ. Sekhar bided his time 
and chose only the ripe ones to 
swipe at Sekhar really confound¬ 
ed Saikumar in the third and 
fourth games when, oozing confi¬ 
dence, he unleashed a barrage of 
fiery shots. 

That wily old fax Jagannath, 
who had beaten Sekhar thrice in 
his four earlier meetings with him, 
looked determined to stop the 
youngster on his track. With his 
razor-sharp chop defence and whip¬ 
lash forehand shot on the run 
that he produced now and then 
to unsettle Sekhar, poker-faced 
Jagannath argued dourly but, 
against a rival who rarely allowed 
his concentration to waver . and 
struck resplendent form, he could 



R. Sekhar 


at best' claim only a game. 

Sekhar was at his brilliant best 
against Jayant, a veritable attack¬ 
ing giant, and one witnessed an 
exhilarating match that lasted 
forty minutes. Some of Sekhar's 
fulminating forehand shots looked 
incredible and really took one's 
breath away. 

There was attack and uninhibited 
counter-attack. Fortunes waxed 
and waned. Sekhar lost the .second 
game as quickly as he won the 


first. The third and -fourth games 
were nail-biting afiairt, Sekhar 
winning the third and losing the 
fourth. The final game was an anti- 
climax. Saikumar was perhaps in 
Jitters and, surely not at tit a.s 
young Sekhar, was pooped too. 
That accounted for his cramped 
style in that game, and Seknai 
ran out a 21-11, 11-21, 22-20, 21-23, 
21-8 winner. 

Rita Jain, the brightest prospect 
among women in the country, was 
too fast and too powerful for P 
Vatsala, the local ace, as she hit 
her way to a facile 21-19, 21-17, 
21-17 victory over the former na¬ 
tional runner-up in the women's 
singles final. Except for an obsorb- 
ing spell in the second game dur¬ 
ing which Vatsala pulled herself 
from 0-7 to 15-15, Rita looked a 
runaway winner throughout the 
match. 

The boys’ singles final between 
V. Chandramouli and V. M. Ravi 
Venkatesh proved quite thrilling, 
chandramouli looked just that 
little superior to Venkatesh as he 
nosed him out at 16-21, 21-19, 19-21, 
21-13, 21-17. 

Sekhar completed a double when 
he and B. Vidya defeated Rsmesh 
Babu and Rajalakshmi 21-15, 21-16. 
The men’s doublts title went to 
Jagannath and Ramesh Babu who 
defeated Sekhar and Ramachan- 
dran 2 11, 21-16. 


Karnataka 


A JUNIOR team’s success in any 
^ sport is most commendable 
and most heartening too, specially 
to the State Association, for after 
all they form the nucleus for the 
future senior side. Karnataka’s vic¬ 
tory in the National Junior Soft- 
bail Tournament held at Jodhpur 
(Rajasdtan) was well deserved 
indeed. 


A beaming K. Vijaya Kumar. 
Secretary, Softball Association of 
Karnataka, said ‘I am very pleased 
with the boys’ display. Now wc plan 
to hold coaching camps for young¬ 
sters and then pick the best from 
amongst them'. 

He added: "When we were first 
informed about the Junior National 
we selected promising players from 
the several private club junior 
teams and sent out circulars to 
schools having this game, to send 
their best players foi selection”. 
And off the team went! 


Karnataka met with a reverse 
in their very first outing after four 
tiring days of train travel. But 
they went down most gallantly to 
Andhra Pradesh {7-81 in the lea¬ 
gue. However, this did not upset 
them and they went on to blast 


bag junior softball title 


Gujarat 20-1 and Madhya Pradesh 
11-2 to make the semi-final in their 
zone. 

In the semis they fought tooth 
and nail to down U.P. 8-7, the 
match being decided in the eighth 
innings. H. S. Suresh gave an out- 
standing display in this match. 

Came the final, and it was .sweet 


revenge for Karnataka as they 
won over Andhra Pradesh by an 
innings and two runs (7-5) to 
clinch the championship. Arun 
Kuduwalli, skipper and first base 
man for Karnataka was adjudged 
the ‘Best Fielder’ of the 
tournament. 

— R. ARVINDAM 



Karnataka’s squad, winners of the Junior Nuiion.il Soft¬ 
ball Championship seen with skipper Arun Kuduwalli 
(squatting second from (left), coach NagaraJ (s^«^ 
left) and Manager B. V Hamsa Raji (standing right) 
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Thanks Packer 


^RICKETERS all over the world 
should doff their caps and say; 
‘‘Thank you. Mr. Packer.” Cricket 
officials all over the world should 
say: ”We are wrong, you are right 
Mr. Packer.” For Kerry Packer’s 
ambitious venture has fetched a 
bonanza for the game and above 
all, the cricketers. 

Since Packer exploded his bomb¬ 
shell commercial houses have come 
forward with schemes pouring 
truck loads of money into English 
cricket. The same is happening 
in the West Indies and in a smaller 
way in India. Hie sumptuous offers 
have been welcomed with alacrity 
by the authorities. 

Simultaneously the various cric¬ 
ket controlling bodies have upped 
the players’ allowances consider¬ 
ably. That, too is most welcome. 
For too long cricketers have had 
step-brotherly treatment, financial¬ 
ly- 

Hie Packet series itself may rise 
and fall. More likely it will suc¬ 
ceed. But he has certainly pioneer¬ 
ed a rich movement The fore- 
sighted Jack Kramer did it for 
tennis The exttavagantly out¬ 
spoken Bobby Fisher did it for 
chess. The controversial Packer is 
doing It for cricket. 

—Rajendra Prasad (New Delhi). 

Surprising 

YN your editorial in the issue of 
* SW October 23. you have men¬ 
tioned that the appointment of 
Bob Simpson as the captain of the 
Australian cricket team may not 
be good for the future of Austra¬ 
lian cricket. This is rather sur¬ 
prising. 

I am still wondering whether 
the inclusion of all the old war 
horses in the Indian team, many 
of whom are on the way out, in 
our team has been done with an 
eye on the future of our cricket! 

At least in the case of Aussies, 
with all the leading players neatly 
packed off by the Packer circus, 
their selectors had to fall back on 
experience to guide their team 
through this difficult period. But 
in our case, it is sheer lack of 
initiative and foresight. 

—^K. Venkatachalam (Bangalore). 


Unfair 

VOR the last five years when- 
” ever a representative Indian 
cricket team has been chosen for 
a tour abroad or for Tests played 
in India the selectors have come 
in for a lot of criticism. One lead¬ 
ing player has even labelled them 
as Jesters. A few moments of cool 
thinking will convince anybody 
that this is blatantly unfair. The 
selectors have done a reasonably 
good job of selecting a team from 
the available talent, which has also 
proved to be a thankless one. 

Very few cricketers in India 
can claim to be of international 
class. There has been absolutely 
no consistency in the performances 
of even our so-called star batsmen. 
They have let us down when in 
need and scored profusely during 
other tiroes. People who split 
hairs now about the inclusion of 
Mankad, Chauhan, (Saekwad or 
Vengsarkar and so on in the side 
should not have so short a me¬ 
mory as to forget that these 
people have been given a chance 
to prove their merit time and again 
in Test cricket and have invariably 
failed. 

Unless we have a set of at least 
six internationally competent bats¬ 
men who will stand up to the 
rigours of Test cricket, we cannot 
expect to do well in Tests against 
any international side So why 
blame the selectors? 

—S. D. Agarwal (Bangalore). 

Cheers 

B elated birthday wishes to 
SPORTSWEEK on your 10th 
anniversary. True to its word, 
SPORTSWEEK has cared for In¬ 
dian sports throughout these years 
and as a recognition of this suc¬ 
cession, I suggest that you should 
bring out a magazine containing 
the best articles and pictures that 
have appeared in your magazine 
over the years. 

—Gul-Fraaz Ezekiel (Calcutta). 


To a new era 


N a country of six hundred mil¬ 
lion, it seenu strange that pro¬ 
fessionalism has not hit tiwrts 
even in a small wm. Countries 
like Sweden, Finland and the US 
give wide publicity to sportsmen 
and women to turi^ro. It is time 
we did the same. This will stimu¬ 
late better competition. Our ath¬ 
letes some of whom arc ranked 
amongst the best in Asia find it 
hard just to qualify for the Olym¬ 
pics. 

On the other hand sportsmen in 
the US and its neighbouring coun¬ 
tries are encouraged to turn pro, 
especially in tennis. Business con¬ 
cerns often offer huge sums for 
display of their products by the 
competitor. 

One may say that professional¬ 
ism will spoil our youngsters. Be¬ 
fore one makes such a sutement, 
it would be wiser to look around 
and see how numerous countries, 
smaller than us, have flourished, 
while we seem to remain content 
with our failures. 

This may be one of the vmys 
in which a new era of super sports- 
men and women can emerge pav¬ 
ing the way for an era of glory 
for Indian sport. 

—Sanjai Banerji (Cochin). 


Balanced team 

HE selectors, on the whole have 
done a good job, and selected 
a balanced team, yet, I feel that 
Gaekwad is a more useful opener 
than Chetan Chauhan, and Dhiraj 
Parsana should have been given a 
chance in place of Venkatra^avan. 
The inclusion of Mankad, and 
Madan Lai will strengthen the 
middle order batting, mough, it 
appears that Viswanath’s heydays 
are behind him now, and should 
retire after this series. 

—^J. K. Panday (Bombay) 


*One More Over* 

by PRASANNA 

S PORTSWEEK announces with pleasure that 
it has secured the rights to serialise four ex¬ 
tracts from E. A. S. Prasanna’s autobiography 
'‘ONE MORE OVER” to be published by Rupa 
and Co., in December 1977. The first extract will 
appear in the SW issue dated November 27, 1977 
MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY TODAY 
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G rand p\radk iLvcr.vd4\ 

Il-Mumta/) is (he best of the 
three-year-olds who raced in the 
receotly-concluded monsoon meet¬ 
ings with Beloved Prince and 
Night Crown close behind and 
Lord Ben further away. This 
assessment is based on perform 
ances during the Hyderabad, My 
sore and Pune seasons and, of 
course, does not take into consi 
deration the Bangalore Derby win 
ner Manitou nor Maratha Lancer, 
who raced once in Hyderabad. 

Grand Parade’s claims are well 
founded. He failed in the Banga 
lore Colts Trial which was won 
by Maratha Lancer largely because 
he was badly knocked about by 
Ocean Gold. However, he then 
won from a Class Two field ovei 
the 2,000 metres Derby distance 
and showed that this was no flash 
in the pan when he was an excel¬ 
lent second to Manitou in the 
Derby. 

In Hyderabad he waltzed away 
with the Colts Trial, was beaten 
by the Fillies Trial winner Ivan- 
jica and Maratha Lancer in a han 
dicap race thereafter, but showed 
that he is at his best for the big 
occasion when making Ivanjica 
look a hack in the Deccan Derby 
No three-year-olds performed as 
well elsewhere during the same 
period. 

The improvement of Beloved 
Prince is striking and phenomenal 
and nobody who had seen him 
race in Bangalore would credit 
his triumphs in Mysore. In the 
Mysore 2,000 Guineas he went 
down nairowly to Night Crown, 
who, you will recall, was the best 
performed of the new crop during 
the last Bombay season His ridei, 
John Smith, opined after that de 
feat that the colt would be <i 
better prospect over a longer 
course and this was proved the 
hilt when he turned the tables on 
Night Crown in the Mysore Derby 
It cannot be said that was Che 
superior riding of the Knglishmun 
Which was reflected in the short 
head result because Vasant Shinde 
was on the runner up and one 
would have to stretch one's ima 
gination to claim that Smith is a 
much better hotscman than the 
Indian wizard. 

Grand Paiade finished ahead tit 
fifth-placed Ipi Tombi in the Ban¬ 


Grand Parade best 



Grand Parade with Ridigrd 
Alford astride 


galore Derby in which Beloved 
Prince did not compete He was 
not as fai in front of Ipi Tombi 
as was Lord Ben in both the 1,400 
nietre.s F. I). Wadia Cup and the 
1.K00 metres Rajendrasinhji Cup 
in Pune. Yet, it is this column’s 
opinion that he is the better horse. 
Lord Ben made an impressive 
debut in the India Cup in Bom¬ 
bay. failed to fulfil the promise 
he had then shown when he was 
well beaten by Track Flame, who. 
It must be admitted, is a good type 
hlly, and then emerged tiom the 
maiden ranks with a fluent win. 
riiai was in Bombay. In Pune he 
strode away with the Wadia Cup 
and was surprisingly beaten by 
Noble Star in Class Three before 
showing his class again in the 
Rajendrasinhii Cup He is by Lord 
Imi-Ramona and there is some 
doubt wheiher he will be comfort¬ 
able ovei the 2,400 metres Dei by 
(.outse 

An inteiestiiig aside is m ordet 
Noble Kidi's Bangalore based own- 
et was keen to have a sizeable 


gamble on his horse but was pre¬ 
vented from doing so by his well- 
meaning trainer who was of the 
opinion that Lord Ben could not 
be beaten The owner proved 
right as he had done several years 
ago with the phenomenal Noble 
Princess in the 2,000 metres Maha¬ 
raja’s Cup when his trainer, R. R. 
Byramji on that occasion, told 
him it was cruelty to run the filly 
in the race as there was no hope 
of her staying. It is on record 
that Noble Princess went on to 
win the 2,400 metres President of 
India Gold Cup in Hyderabad! 

The need to debate three-year- 
old form IS the Winter Meetings 
in which they will really be tested 
in the Indian Classics in Bombay 
and the regional Classics else¬ 
where. Calcutta has already started 
its 30-day meeting, Bangalore will 
go into action next week and 
Madras and Bombay will soon 
follow. 


The Calcutta authorities have 
upped the stake money by 20 per 
cent and dropped the entrance 
charges by SO per rent. Both are 
wise and overdue measures. The 
enhanced stakes should attract 
more horses and the reduced en¬ 
trance charges should bring in 
punters Another significant change 
is the large numbei of babies who 
will race, 75 of the .100 horses 
expected to participate being of 
the new crop 

Lawrence Fownes, who has do¬ 
minated in recent years, will have 
the services of Brian Taylor and 
leading English apprentice L 
Charnouk, Rae Guest will again 
ride for Shivendra Singh, John 
Smith and Richard Alford will don 
silks for Capt. H D. Fownes and 
Nelson Reuben will assist Haskell 
David. Reuben will also commute 
to Bombay to ride for D. N Aden- 
walla. As the Calcutta crop of 
Classic runners is poor Beloved 
Prince will take his chances there 
and Wally Swinburn has been re¬ 
tained to ride him. 

The Bangalore season follows 
the pattern of the previous year 
and the only newcomer is Hayat 
Mohd., who has moved from Wes¬ 
ter' India with a small string. 
Racegoers are notoriously super¬ 
stitious and they will consider the 
fact that his car suffered a major 
breakdown near Satara on his way 
to Bangalore, necessitating it hav¬ 
ing to be towed back to Pune for 
repairs, will be considered to be 
inauspicious. 
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Tomorrow's fashion on view in today's 
styles-ahead shirtings. 
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The taste match 
witmerr 




Spot 


Try this Hp-smacking refresher I 

/Fruity CoothoUM Truut (for 3 ) 

2 boWM Gold Spot. 1 tta-cup pineapple iuic#. 

1 tea-ipoon lemon Juice, i tea-cup chiHeo milk. 
Cruehed ice. Powdered suoar, if required. 

Blend all inaredientc in the mixer with crushed ice. 
Pour into tell stemmed giasaes. 

Now all you need is... visitors I 

KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 

UNEXPECTED GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIMEI 


t I I 


StSZ V-HUft 



V' 


SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE COUNTY 

The best bat in India 
made from English willow 
nurtured in Kashmir. 

Also available scooped, oiled—ready to play. 




SYMONDS rncket bats are the only b.its 
in Inrlid wliith are fully r.ornpresst'l on 
la< I f HI k .Kid both edges on an 
.lu'oii alic lollei niar-fiine Fach bat is 
feifiv tl/ b.ilanct'd and you II find the 
•arm' f tt ng of ttie handle berause 
|i* I'»designed automatic machined 
iigs ontrH ttio splicing of the blades 
ehi 'in itiiK) (>von 1% chance of human 
eiror f ai h til.idr i > diied at 12i% 
moistuir- content for perfect seasoning 

Other bets in the Kashmir 
willow range to suit individual 
requirements are 

SYMONDS COUNTY WRAPPED 

(4 lose > 

SYMONDS COUNTY SPECIAL 

( I wmi) 1 • 

SYMONDS COUNTY SELECTED 

I ‘ A U.l 

SYMONDS COUNTY CLUB 

< I VV I II 
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with tha 460 B- Spaclal Offar, 
RafHIPack Offar opan " 
till atookf laat 
IMPORTANT On opaning 
thit pack plaata am^y iit 
Gontanta immadlataly Into 
a ragular Bournvita tin to 
kaap It laetory fraah 


Two teaspoontuts in a hot cup of milk mike 
a delicious, energy-eiving drink 
Give your children Bournvita every day twice 
a day It helps provide them with the SKtra 
energy they need for their growing bodies 
And you need it too to keep up with them I 


BournviM notw eonteina more 
eoeoa to make it taatiar, haaithiar. 

In addition, Bournvita is packed with 
ell the nourishing goodness of malt, 
milk and sugar. 


Bournvita 

with mora cocoa: taatiar, haaithiar 
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Indians Down UnderWKKKKM 

Two wins 


by DICKY 

•"r HE Indians beat South Austra- 
lia by six wickets'with more 
than a day to spare, but consider¬ 
ing that state’s current strength— 
they are rock bottom in the Shef¬ 
field Shield — it was scarcely a 
praiseworthy effort. 

A number of dropped catches 
enabled South Australia to • re¬ 
cover from 100 for six wickets, to 
score 223 runs in their first in¬ 
nings. Prasanna and Chandra- 
shekar had them on their knees 
before the fielding lapses and 
Bedi’s reluctance to recall Ghavri 
with the second new ball to dis¬ 
lodge the last batsman let South 
Australia climb back into the game. 

India began to take a grip on 
the game as soon as Prasanna 
came on. Opener Handrickan was 
caught at slip attempting to drive 
a hall that drifted away from him. 
Soon, wickets began falling in re¬ 
gular succession, and South Aus¬ 
tralia lost their first six wicke's 
^ ill a space of 60 runs and 22 overs, 
’ for Ashley Woodcock, their cap- 
t.iin, and Ift-veai-old Tony Hand- 



Andrew Sincock ... hat-trick 
spread over two innime* 


RUTNAGUR 

rickan had put on 40 runs for the 
fiist wicket. 

The Indian batting wasn't any 
better. Despite an exhilarating sc- 
cond-wicket partnership of 109 be¬ 
tween Sunil Gava.skBr and Surin- 
der Amarnath, they fell 55 run.-- 
sbort of South Australians' modest 
total pf 223. Gavaskar and Surin 
der batted well to dominate most 
of the morning session of the se 
cond day. But their exit in f|uick 
succession, and the early deepar- 
ture of Viswanath, shattered all 
hopes of a big Indian score. 

Seven Indian wickets went to 
Andrew Sincock, a young school 
master who bowls right-arm me¬ 
dium pace. Bowling a faultless 
length and an equally accurate 
line. Sincock, stili pretty new to 
first-class cricket, fully deserved 
his success. 

However, the deficiency in the 
Indian batting was adequately com¬ 
pensated for by the spinners, as 
Bedi, with the help of Prasanna 
and Chandrasekhar carved through 
the South Australian bailing to 
have them reeling at 110 for eight 
wickets. 

The match, once again tilted in 
India’s favour, as Prasanna made 
shortwork of the South Australia*! 
tail on the third morning captur¬ 
ing the remaining two wickets for 
an addition of just seven runs in 
16 minutes. 

The relatively small target of 
173 runs, seemed quite far as nei¬ 
ther Gavaskar nor 'Viswanath made 
a notable contribution. Vengsarkar, 
after making an attacking 46, was 
third out with the total at 77. 
Thereafter, the tourists lost only 
one wicket — that of Mohinder 
Amarnath — before' Mankad and 
Kirmani completed the job. 

Andrew Sincock, who had wreck¬ 
ed the Indian first innings, bowleo 
Gavaskar with his very first bail 
in the second innings to complete 
a hat-trick—he had already claim¬ 
ed Bedi and Chandrasekhar with 
successive deliveries to end the 
first innings. 

For the Indians, it was an histo¬ 
ric win. ,It was the first time on 
three tours that an Indian team 
had beaten a Sheffield Shield side. 
Certainly a good augury for the 



Prasanna . . . match haul 
of seven wickets 


days ahead and a good note to 
Stan the tour. 

Scores: South Australia 223 (A. 
Woodcock .30. R. Blcwett 72, Pra¬ 
sanna 4 for 68) Bedi 3 for 42 and 
117 (A. Handrickan 32; Bedi 5 for 
19. Prasanna 3 for 38) lost to indite 
168 <S. Gava.skai 52. S. Amarnaffi 
63; Sincock 7 for 40) and 173 for 
4 (D. Veng.sarkar 47, A. Mankad 
not out 43. S. Kirmani not out 3S). 

Earlier, the Indians began their 
tour with a comfortable win over 
South Australian Country XI in a 
one-day match at Port Lincoln. 
Viswanath scored 94 runs in 107 
minute.s, with eight fours and one 
six. 

The. man-of-the-match award of 
100 dollars was won by Venkatra- 
ghavan who captured six wickets 
for 18 run.<>. 

The scores: South Australian 
Country XI: 72 (K. Ghavri 2 for 11, 
J. Venkatraghavan 6 for 18) In¬ 
dians 264 for 5 wkts. (G. Viswa- 
nath 94, Mohinder Amarnath not 
out 52, S. Kirmani not out SO). 
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T he Indian cricket team has 
begun well by winning the 
first four day match of their tour 
against South Austialia But the 
sterner Tests are ahead as they 
move on to Melbourne and Sydney 

Ihe selected team was an obvi 
ous choice which any lovei of the 
ame could have visualised I 
owever, feel that except for two 
places — Gaekwad for Chauhuii 
and Parsana for Madan Lai — 
there can be no dispute 

I also feel that we could have 
selected one spinnei who would 
be ready to replace one of the 
present quartet Everyone will 
agree that this is Prasanna s last 
tour and the other thrcMi too aie 
not getting any voungei 

The teal assets of our spinners 
are their length and flight Two 
other aspects - genuine spin and 
nip off the witkct - are slowh 
sanishiiig irom their repertoiit 
Hence beinie long we Mill be fac 





Guess who*s 
working 
hard at 
the nets? 

Graham McKensie, ‘Garth* to h» 
mates, the former Australian Test 
cricketer and present chib player, 
may make a comeback to first 
claas cricket by playing for Wes> 
tern Australia. This would, of 
course, be in tune with Australia’s 
bonded move towards ‘experi¬ 
ence’ followmg the ban on numer¬ 
ous top players who have signed 
for Kerry Packer’s World Series 
Cricket McKensie is practising 
hard at Cresawell Park. Western 
Australia.—CPP 


A drawn series, hopefully 


mg a big piuhleni — no >pin itlaik 
and no pate as well 

In the circumstances the iiulu 
Sion of Dliirai Parsana would have 
served a dual jmiposc He vyould 
have pinvided Bedi with adequa't 
rest ^n the state games and could 
nialuie into a good lett arm spin 
ner Beside,, he ts a btilliani 
hcldei and a real alliouidei - iis 
omission ts il most serious oiii 

I cannot name a vouiig off spin 
ner oi a leg spinner who should 
have gone on this tour because I 
am not so close to the game is 
tai as lecognising talent is roi 
ccined But basically sending Ih 
men for this arduous toui is to say 
the least, unwise I here should 
have been one moie man This 
tactor IS bound to come to light 
as the toui progresses as the sche 
dule IS tight and they play match 
atier match with only a day’s rest 
in between An extra player, an 
youngster could have been groomed 
tui the future — a spiiinet oi mav 
be medium pacer Kapil Dev 

We don't seem to believe in 
glooming a player Ihe tour would 
have been ideal to blood a young 
stei On the contraiy, we only 
want ri ady made cricketers to go 
on tour 

It would be cieditable it we 
diaw the series On good Aussie 
wickets, our spinners at this stage 
of their careers, may not be able 
to run through the opposition 
twice unless, we laUh them on bad 
drying wickus 

The success of our batting wilt 


by NARI CONTRACTOR 

mainly depend upon how quickly 
Vengsdikar impioves Gavaskar 
should get runs ‘Vish’ too will 
pliv his part but he has never 
been consistent We will have to 
lely heavily on Gavaskar 

I am suie this tour will sec 
Mankad in a new light Being close 
to Him I know his dedication which 
has paid him rich dividends in 
local cricket There arc very few 
in Indian cricket today who apply 
themselves to the game as he does 
Patel IS a hne stroke player 
against spin But he has yet to 
prove hiniseli against genuiot 



Bishan Bed! . . musinga 

nuMw a patka . . . the fobig's 
been good ao far 


pace It he overcomes this dehci 
emy our problems could be solved 

I sincerely hope we make use 
of Mohinder Amarnath at Ko 6 oi 
7 and not at No 3 He is the onlv 
genuine allroundcr in the side and 
can contribute handsomelv, lower 
down the order 

He IS courageous, no doubt, but 
sending him at No i would be a 
sacrifice 

Surinder has a cavalier type ap 
proach and will be uneasy on fast 
wickets Besides he has a tendency 
to hit acro'ss the line and is vulner 
able while cutting and hooking 

Surindei should curb his stroke 
play early and tiy to build an inn 
mgs 

The ‘keeping’ is in good hands 
Both Kirmani and Bharat Reddy 
are competent and should do well 

Our allrounders in the middle 
order are Mohinder, Ghavri and 
Madan But unless manager limn 
gar can induce Madan to play the 
short rising bail in the manner ‘n 
which It IS to be played and in 
Madan’s case it vsouid be best left 
alone, I fail to see his worth as an 
allrounder 

In short, the result ni this senes 
will depend on wlia uur batlmt, 
can do Whether Vengsaikat Su 
rinder. Patel and Mankad nici dt 
liver the goods 

Our bowlers, 1 think will keep 
up the good work though the light 
IS beginning ,0 fade Ihcs arc able 
to strike early, hut canno sustain 
the penetrating powers is ih< da\ 
progresses 
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INTERVIEW 


India will be hard to beat—Simpson 


n OBEY SIMPSON oozes confl- 
^ dence. And Ite looks full of 
beans. Yet when asked on the day 
of his appointment as Australia's 
captain as to how he felt, he re> 
plied: "Right now I think I am 
more nervous than when I started 
batting against Wes Hall and 
Charlie Griffith”. 

"We will win." he said "Wc 
have a very good side- There are 
solid exciting batsmen like Craig 
Serjeant and Kim Hughes from 
Western Australia; Alan Turner 
and Peter Toohey from NSW; Paul 
Hibbert (opener), Graham Yallop 
and Dave Whatmore trom Victoria 

"And we have a very good fast 
attack led by Thommo and Alan 
Hurst backed by Wayne Clarke 
and David Colley" 

What does Simpson think of the 
present Indian team? 

"I’ve always said that the In 
dians will be hard to beat Their 
spinners are undoubtedly the best 
internationally and they seem to 
have an experienced batting side. 
It will be a tough series in which 
spectators will see more overs and 


more runs than in recent years 
with the emphasis pot on pace for 
once.” 

His most memorable moment 
against India? 

He thought the 1964 series in 
India was exciting. I reminded him 
about his all-round performance in 
the Calcutta Test of 1964 wherein 
he scored 67 (out of the team’s 
total of 174) and 71 and took 4 
for 45 (including the scalps of Jai. 
simha. Pataudi and Surti) 

But after thinking awhile he 
said, “My farewell Test at Sydney 
in 1968 against Pataudi’s men I 
took five wickets in an innings to 
snatch a win from India's grasp 
1 also took six catchoi, some of 
them very difficult ones I remem¬ 
ber catching Chandu Borde as hi 
back-cut a ball brilliantly and I 
stretched myself to catch it. That 
was as good a catch as I have ever 
taken. And to do so in my final 
Test gave me tremendous 
satisfaction.” 

Would Simpson have retired 
from Test cricket in 1968, when 32, 


if the cricketers were as well paid 
as today? 

"Probably not,” he replied. But 
it’s difficult to say as several cir¬ 
cumstances come into force when 
one wants to retire, he said cau¬ 
tiously. But ’Simmo’ seemed happy 
to be coming back at a stage 
"when players are getting wdiat I 
consider to be a fairly reasonable 
return ” 

But more than the money, he 
wants to restore pride in the per¬ 
formances of players under him — 
whether playing for NSW or 
Australia. 

Simpson talked about the im¬ 
portance of dress uniformity. "It 
starts there getting players proud 
to represent their State and their 
country ’’ 

Simpson seemed confident about 
his own ability to score runs. 

"I am not going to be figure 
head. I’m still hungry as ever for 
runs If I thought I couldn’t make 
as many runs as any other player, 
1 wouldn’t be coming back." 

— K. M MEHER-HOMJl 


Coming shortly . . . 

A New Racing 
Weekly 


(A comprehensive racegoer’s guide) 
Covering . .. 


» bciections for the laies on which you can 
^ legally bet at YOUR centre 

, Bend-and-finish pics of every race run in 
" Bombay, Bangalore, Madras and Calcutta. 

» Detailed analysis of every race run in 
^ Bombay, Bangalore, Madras and Calcutta 
with expert, money-making tommenis 


★ 

ir 


Interviews with the men who make the 
game 

News from abroad 


MAKE YOUR RACING PAY 


Book Your Copies loday. 

For further details write to • 

Intiuilab Offset Printers, 156D. J Dada,iee 
Road, Bombay-40(t 034 



The Editor, Spori.sweek 
Dear Reader. 

Sportsweek and Coigate Palmolive, makers of 
Palmolive Shave Creams, are sfartmg a series entitled 
■ Polly Umrigar teaches you cricket . 

The first in the series appears on the opposite page 
We would like to have your views on this senes 
because we'll continue this series only if you like it 
We request you to fill in the coupon below and 
send 11 to us we will be pleased to send you- 
an autographed photograph of Sunil Gavaskar. 

Thank you. 


The Editor. Sportsweek. 

156 D. Tardeo Road, Bombay 400 034 
I would like you to continu e tfiis seri es. 

Yes ( I No 

Name_ 

Age_Address_ 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 


POLLY UMRIGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET. 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES' 


Selection of the grip should suit one's style and temperament 


Typ«s of grips: 

Bat held 
low down 

Batsman likely to 
have good 
defensive coritrol 
and will be able 
to play str'.kps midway 

behind the wicket Batsman will 
However there liave good power 

will be less power and control when 
in driving the ball driving the liall 


’tJ 

i i Mm 


■ -'vV. 


m 


Bat held 
high up 

Batsman will have 
high back lift 
and will be able 
to drive the ball 
witfi power 
However, he will 
always be prone 
to snick the ball 
to the slips 




W-i f '••p I 


Hands 
kapt apart 

Good defence 
but le's power 
in drive' 


4 \ 


Sunil 

Gavaskar's grip 

Hands very 
close to 
one another — 
m fact tust about 
touching when 
batting gloves 
are on This gives 
maximum power 
and control. 


r"% 

I "i 






••BN&LANO WINS THE MATCH, 

IrA^f I I b^utinpia claimshonouhsJ' 
aMT *!fr thatsummep uf> 

FIHSTTESrPCAYEPAT^ 

LBEPs perwmi iNPiAANt^ 

BNGLANP £>UHING THEN67TOOK 
WINNING THE. TOSS BNQLANO BAFTBOTO 
\ 550 FOK ^t>ECIAREO.BOYCOTr246NX> 
\\^V&kA 10^. INtHA 164-. AN INNINGS 
PEFBAT APf>BAPt£P CBPCTAIN. 
if but DURING THE SECOND 

INNINGS INDIA SCORED 5TO 
§;7\ WUH PATAOD! I4^,WADEI<AR5I, 

U. \ ENGINEER S7...THEPAFERSTHE 
NEXT MORNING RAYED ABOUT 
PATAUDI'STON ENGLAND WENT ON 
L TO WIN TrtETHE matchBY 6 WICkETS. 
^7 BUT IHDIACLAIMEO THE HONOURS. 


Brought to S[)or1‘ivveek rentiers by 
Colgate F^ilinolive makers of Palmolive Shave Creams. 
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Will Boycott be axed ? 


NJE of sports hottest properties 
may soon be on the market. 
There will not be much point in 
Geoff Boycott continuing for York¬ 
shire if committee man Don Bren¬ 
nan gets support for relieving him 
of the captaincy. 

Not that 1 think it will happen. 
The committee has a track record 
of crazy decisions; but surely they 
can’t take idiocy to these lengths. 

For years the country’s cricket 
tans have called for Boycott’s rc>- 
turn to the Test arena, then when 
he comes* back and helps restore 
national pride he gets threatened 
with a kick in the teeth from peo¬ 
ple whom 1 would have thought 
were duty bound and honourably 
contracted to support him. 

To sack Boycott from a captaincy 
he never anticipated at the time 
of his original ajipointment is a 
slur on his ability. 

Although races change in what is 
a democratically elected body, the 
\orkshire Committee from time to 
time gives the impression of being 
a most pig-headed and foolish 
bunch. 

One reason for Yorkshire’s cur¬ 
rent ills is that, at a stroke, they 



Geoff Boycott . . . next on 
Yorkshire’s long list 
of discards 


dispensed with Brian Close, Ray 
Illingworth, Freddie Trueman, 
Jimmy Binks, Ken Taylor and 
others — some of whom have since 
shown there was quite a hit of 
crickrt slill left in them. 

Sacking Boycott would underline 
that original stupidity. It might be 
admirable (hough, if Brennan got 
the bullet. 

Hardly a man in the county 
would rai.se the slightest cheei if 
Yorkshire won the championship 
by including non-native born plav- 
ers, but not one among them failed 
1u feel d sense ot pride when Boy¬ 
cott scored his hiindiedth ItKl toi 
F.ngland and smashed the Aussies 

That IS what Yotkshire cricket 
is all about — piide 'In the best 
of my knowledge Bnyc ott has nevei 
declined to nlav for Lngland undci 
an F.iighsh bni n idiitain and nois 
that he is back I, lot one, remain 
delighted 

Mind you, I ilitt.si tiie humor¬ 
ous prospect 1 1 Bovcoit atiei 
years in the ii.ieinaiion.«! wilde' 
ness “on prim iiiie " now decliiiiiig 
t<i plav foi Y o 1 k s h 11 e “on 
pi inciple ” 


Some big hockey dates ahead 


nOMBAY will be t!‘e venue for 
the Fifth World t'’>p Hockey 
Tournament to be held n India in 
1982. This was decided by the 
executive committee of the Indian 
Hockey Federation which met at 
Nagpur last week. 

Bombay was to have had this 
distinction in 1975 but due to 
changes in the administrative set¬ 
up of the IHF, the venue was 
switched to Kuala Lumpur. 

The Bombay Hockey Association 


authorities seem to have started 
in right earnest for their ground 
looked lush on the eve of the 
Teghbahadur Gold Cup tournamen' 
They will have the use of the ad 
jacent Wankhede Stadium where 
matches from the quarter-final on 
wards will be played, according to 
an official of the BHA 

The venues to be used for the 
World Cup are the Bombay Gym 
khana, the Brabourne Stadium, the 
BHA Stadium and the University 
Stadium. The BMA ground is, thus. 


ideally suited with tniii nioie tint 
grounds aiaihilile within a ladjiis 
of about two furlongs 

According to (he plans diawii 
up by (he IHF, tiic Indian team 
will play in the Intel national loui 
nament at Lord's (England) from 
March 9 to 12 on then way to 
Buenos Aires tor the Fourth Woi It) 
Cup in Aigcntina The IHF lia.s 
also accepted an invitation hy the 
Indian Gymkhana, London, to plas 
a few matche.s before the loterna 
tional. 

A British hutke.s team will plas 
four matches in Madhya Pradesh 
from November 17 to 25 

Holland will start then Indian 
tour on December 10 and play four 
Tests’ — Bombay. Dec. 10, Bhilai. 
Dec. 15, Nagpur. Dec 17 and 
Madras Dec. 18. 

Two Indian teams, comprising 
the World Cup probables will be 
participating in the Nehru Hockey 
Tournament in Delhi, later this 
month. 

The Junioi National Hockev 
Tournament will be held in Ban¬ 
galore from December 28. A spe¬ 
cial clinic for umpires will be held 
at Bhilai under the guidance of 
FIH chief lechnicai delegate 
Lathouvers. 


*One More Over* 

by PRASANNA 

S PORTSWEEK announces with pleasure that 
it has secured the rights to serialise four ex¬ 
tracts from E. A. S. Prasanna’s autobiography 
“ONE MORE OVER” to be published by Rupa 
and Co., in Decembei 1977. The first extract will 
appear in the SW issue dated November 20. 1977, 
a week earlier than announced last week. 

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY TODAY 
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THE ART OF CRICKET- 

The leg-before-wicket rule 


HE umpire is the only man in a 
Mrfect position to adjudicate on 
an LBW, but how often are his de¬ 
cisions criticised. Sometimes spec¬ 
tators (and even journalists) sit¬ 
ting at right angles to the pitch 
voice their opinions In no uncer¬ 
tain manner without any .justifica¬ 
tion whatever. Regrenably this is 
a feature of cricket likely to re¬ 
main permanently with us. 

When the first code of laws was 
drawn up in 1744, it was evidently 
designed to cope with all likely 
happenings in accordance with the 
method of playing cricket up to 
that time, and it was quite possibly 
a revision of an earlier code, writ¬ 
ten or unwritten But the interest 
ing thing is that those laws made 
no reference whatever to leg be¬ 
fore wicket. 

Bowling was underarm, bats 
weie crooked like hockey sticks 
and one can visualise the batsman 
standing clear of bis stumps at all 
times, hence no rule being i equired 

The first law relating to LBW 
was passed in 1774 

Referring to it, that renowned 
player Beldham is quoted as say 
ing, “The law of LBW was not 
made nor wanted till King, one of 
our best hitters, was shabby enough 
to get his leg in the way and taice 
advantage of the bowlers, and 
when Tom Taylor, anothei of our 
best hitters, did the same, the 
bowlers found themselves beaten 
and the law was passed to make 
leg before wicket out.” 

The wording of the original law 
was — "The striker is out . if he 
puts his leg before the wicket wi*h 
a design to stop the ball and ac¬ 
tually prevent the ball from hitting 
it." 

This rule had to fail in terms of 
modern draftsmanship because no- 

n could say what the "design” 
e batsman was, nor what was 
meant by “puts his leg before the 
wicket- 

investigation of the facts strong¬ 
ly suggests that the indefinite na¬ 
ture of the original LBW rule 
caused much trouble and that Beid- 
ham may not have been strictly 
correct in saying the law was not 
made till Ring took advantage of 
the bowlers. Ring was born in 175S, 
therefore he commenced his adult 
career playing under the 1774 rule. 

It was possibly more accurate to 
•ay it was not much wanted “be¬ 
fore Ring" in that he was the first 
batsman to deliberately circumvent 
the lew. 

Beldham himself was not born 


until 1766 and could scarcely have 
remembered the introduction of the 
rule. 

It is a reasonable conjecture that 
some umpires interpreted “before 
the wicket” to mean the same as 
a subsequent ruling diet the ball 
had to pitch between wicket and 
wicket, and Ring may have defend¬ 
ed with his pads to balls pitching 
off the stumps. 

The dissatisfaction wiUi the LBW 
law in those days can be gauged 
from die fact that no leas than nine 
revisions were made between 1774 
and 1831. 

In 1788 the word “design” was 
omitted but the proviso added that 
the ball must pitch straight. This 
was changed when in 1793 a rever¬ 


sion was made to the 1774 law, but 
in 1799 they went back to the 1793 
wording once more. 

History records that about 1836/9 
there was a difference of opinion 
between Dark and Caldecourt, the 
two leading umpires of the day, on 
the interpretation of the LBW rule 
The question was referred to the 
MCC Committee who then decided 



Lnla Amaraidi, tturmt* lodig 
captain, Is out Ibw bowled 
Sid Baraaa ta a fast oMidt 
at Melbaome. There is no 
doubt about this dodaion 


that, for a batsman to be given out, 
the ball must pitch between wicket 
and wicket. 

At the first meeting of the 
CouDty Cricket Council in 1887 
there was a great discussion about 
LBW, and Lord Bessborough is 
quoted as having said that he fa¬ 
voured a return to the old law of 
fifty years ago He, therefore, evi¬ 
dently felt diat the law as it once 
stood differed from the ultimate 
MCC decision about the ball pitch¬ 
ing between wicket and wicket. 

It seems fairly clear that he and 
many others thought the batsman 
should not defend his wicket with 
his pads, irrespective of where the 
bail pitched, and that such was 
the original intention of tbt law. 


Lord Harris, Chairman o* that 
first meeting in 1887, said he was 
inclined to think “an alteration in 
the LBW law would be valuable 
and of importance". He also re¬ 
ported that “gentlemen of the 
older cricket world were decidedly 
ot the opinion that some altera¬ 
tion was required in the law of 
LBW” 

I think we may accept it as quite 
clear there was general dissatisfac¬ 
tion with it in 1887 

The precise nature seems to have 
become crystallised on 8th Feb^ 
ruaiy, 1888, when, at a spMial 
meeting of the County Cricket 
Council, a Mr Ellison moved a re¬ 
solution which was carried eleven 
votes to three The resolution called 
the attenion of MCC to the un¬ 
satisfactory effec of the LBW law 
and recommended “that it be al¬ 
tered so as to secure that a bats¬ 
man shall be out if with any part 
of his person, being in a straight 
line between wicket and wicket, he 
stop the ball, which in the opin 
ion of the umpire would have hit 
the wicket”. 

It is vital to clearly understand 
the implications of this recommen¬ 
dation. So long as the obstruc¬ 
tion took place between wicket and 
wicket, it didn’t matter where the 
ball pitched Outside the off stump, 
outside the leg stump, it made no 
difference. 

And note particularly that the 
resolution was carried by the huge 
majority of eleven votes to three 

Publishers Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 
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Dattaram Nfi-17L 


I taww I coald trast GETCOOIN 

fM bst leiief of her nanghtY coagh 



(iLyCtttlN has stopped more coughs 

Unn anf othHco^ lemedY in In^ 

TliatfaiifliyftHsMB .1 


it works fast on cough-affected 
areas—gives qm^er, surer relief 

• Soothes irritation in throat 

• Loosens mucus congestion, 

relieving coughs 

M t accompany colds 

Brings undisturbed sleep 
—relaxes chest muscles, 
eases breathing 

Whatever the cengh- 
yen can degenti 
on gleasaBt-tastiag 
Glycodin to 
eomglete coo]^ eaatrel! 


Glycodin—India’s champion cough fighter—from Alembic, house of trusted medicines. 


ev«rs>t/518/ACW 
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igures are fun 


Follow •«m 
with Ban 


The fabulous four 


♦po modify a ringing Churchil- 
^ lian phraae, never in the 
annals of Test cricket has one 
country owed so much to such a 
dasziing quartet of world<laks 
spinners as Bishan Bedi, Bhagwat 
Chandrasekhar. Frapalli Prasanna 
and Srinivas Venkatraghavan 

For almost a decade new, they 
have been our mam and at times 
virtually the only line of attack- 
incisive, penetrative, deadly At 
least two of this incomparable 
quartet of super spinners have ai 
ways figured in all our 16 Test 
wins — 9 in India, 4 in New 7ea 
land, 2 in West Indies, 1 in Eng 
land — since 1968 

In fact, except for the disastious 
1974 series in England, India has 
won at least one Test in each and 
every one of the 12 senes iilaycd 
since Pataudi’s highly successful 
tour of New Zealand in Fcbiuary 
March 1968, when India not only 
recorded at Dunedin her first ever 
oveiseas Test sictoiy but also 
went on to win 3 out of the 4 
Tests — an achievement never be 
foie or since equalled in any other 
senes, home and away 

Prasanna made his unobtrusive 
Test debut on January 10, 1%2 
against England at Madias Thai 
man of mvstery Chandrasekhai, 
made his first lest appealanre at 
the Brabourne Stadium, Bombay, 
on January 21. I%4, also against 
England, causing an immediate 
impact with his unique style of 
bowling with a withered polio 
stricken arm 

Venkatraghavan made his bow 
on the Test scene on Febiuary 27, 
1965, at Madras against New Zea 




Venfcst Chandra* 


land, and caused a sensation by 
taking 21 wickets in his debut 
series — the only Indian bowler 
to perform this feat in Test history 
On Decembei 31, 1966, at Calcutta 
against West Indies the colourful 
‘patka’ of Bishan Singh Bedi was 
seen for the first time in a Test 

The quartet was now completi 
Henceiurth, fiom the 1966 67 series 
against the West Indians at 
least two of Ithese super spinners 
have always participated m every 
Test set ICS to date Curiously, 
there is only one instance when 
all foul have simultaneously 
appeal ed in a Test — at I dgbas 
ton, Birmingham, July 1967 

While making an in depth analv 
SIS of the spin quartet's Test per 


formances, I was staggered by the 
awesome proportions of the mono¬ 
poly they have exercised over our 
Test fortunes for the past decade, 
as will he evident from the table 
below. 

N B Bun outs are excluded 
from the total number of wickets 
taken by all Indian bowlers in i 
senes as tabulated below 

It will be observed that out of 
the 15 senes from 1966-67 to 1976- 
77, on four occasions the spin qitOT' 
let’s monopoly of wKkets exceeded 
90 'a of the total captured in a 
<enes, and on four other occasions 
It was over 80 \ In the last three 
consecutive senes — played in 
West Indies in 1976 and on home 
soil against New Zealand and Eng¬ 
land in 197677, the spin quartet 
took 160 out of a total haul of tTt 
wickets — a fantastic monopoly of 
8988 percent* Only 18 wicicets in 
12 Test matches fell to other 
bowlers 

As we bask in the glory of our 
spin quartet’s colossal performan¬ 
ces, the uneasy thought arises: 
How inng^ Hov\ long will our age¬ 
ing maestros carry the entire bur¬ 
den on then tireless shoulders? 

This \u<tralian tour of 1977-78 
IS prob.bly the very last time we 
shall rier see the spin quartet to¬ 
gether in action on an overseas 
Test series assignment The sands 
of time are running out The time 
has come to think of the morrow 
What’s to become of India’s Test 
foi tunes when the amazingly func¬ 
tional spin quartet breaks up? 
Study the table above, and ponder 
the question The answer is a 
frightening void 





Wicket aggregate 

lota! wickets 

Percentage of 




by spin quartet 

by Indian 

wickets by 




in series 

bowlers in 

spin quartet 





senes 


196647 

V 

WI in Ind 

32 

39 

82 05 

1967 

V 

Eng in Eng 

33 

36 

9166 

1967-68 

V 

Aus in Aus 

30 

62 

48 38 

1968 

V 

NZ in NZ 

40 

69 

57 97 

1969 (Sept Oct) 

V 

NZ in Ind 

46 

55 

83 63 

1969 (Nov Dec) 

V 

Aus in Ind 

59 

69 

85 50 

1971 (Feb Apr) 

V 

Wl in WI 

4? 

68 

70 58 

1971 (Jul-Aug) 

V 

Kng in Eng 

3' 

48 

77 08 ! 

1972 73 

V 

Eng in Ind 

■'I 

75 

9466 

1974 

V 

Eng in Eng 

i~> 

24 

62 50 

1974-75 

V 

Wl in Ind 

51 

68 

7500 

1976 (Jan-Feb) 

V 

NZ in N7 

27 

40 

67 50 

1976 (Mar Apr) 

V 

WI in Wl 

46 

50 

9200 

1976 (Nov-Dec) 

V 

NZ in Ind 

50 

55 

9090 

1976-77 

V 

Eng in Ind 

64 

73 

87 67 




64** 

831 

7809 
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From the Caribbean--- 

A private argument 


W HILE an engrossed public — 
or was it, by now, slightly 
bored? — followed the court pro¬ 
ceedings of the ICC and TCCB v 
Kerry Packer et al in their daily 
newspapers, a private argument 
developed between the President 
of the West Indies Cricket Board of 
Control, Jeffrey Stollmeyer, and 
Secretary of the Players’ Associa¬ 
tion, Deryck Murray, over whether 
or not die West Indians signed for 
the “Super Tests” would be avai¬ 
lable for next year’s series against 
Australia. 

Stollmeyer said he could not see 
how they could be The contract 
wiA Packer’s organisation did not 
expire until the end of March and, 
by then, two of the five Tests 
would have been played Murray, 
who also happens to be a recruit 
of Packer (or is it Tony Greig), 
said the 15 players involved would 
be free in time for the first Test 
against Australia, scheduled for 
March 11 in Port-of-Spain. 

In fact, said Murray, his infor¬ 
mation had come “straight from 
die horse’s mouth” Packer had in¬ 
formed both himself and Clhre 
Lloyd, the West ndies* captain, 
that there was “no sal cause for 
concern, the West It 'lians would 
be freed.” 

Since the matches involving 
West Indian players are , i end on 
Felnruary 12, it would appear likely 
that the Players’ Association secre- 
tory was correct in assuming he 
and his teammates could return 
home in time to play against the 
Australians Yet the fact remains 
that their contracts do not expire 
until March 30 and this is what 
Stollmeyer was worried about 

What if the public demand is for 
the West Indies team to continue 
playing in Australia? Or, at least, 
a few leading West Indian players? 
Would Packer then be so philan¬ 
thropic as to still release them^ 

It is an argument which, in the 
end, may prove to be pointless. It 
all depended on the outcome of 
the legal battle in the London 
courts 

Sdtl, it would be ironic if Lloyd 
and Murray themselves, along with 
Holding! Greenidge, Richards and 
the lot, are back in the Caribbean, 
watching the West Indies play 
against Australia and unable to 
join in because of a ban on them. 
The public is not going to accept 
such a situation with equanimity 
and, already, a group in Trinidad 
is planning to orgaiuse a boycott 


of any matches played in which 
West Indian cricketers are banned. 

Meanwhile, the West Indies 
Board continued its quest for more 
financial support from the ume 
from insurance and banking firms 
throughout the region and the 
large oil companies in Trinidad. 
Its initial target was for $ 5(XI,000 
(East Caribbean) moat of it to 
boost the fees to be offered to 
those in the Test team. 

In many quarters, it was seen 
as a counter to the lure of Packer 


and it did not meet with universal 
approval. In fact, in some terri¬ 
tories, the initial response was de 
cidedly lukewarm. 

However, Stollmeyer subsequent¬ 
ly issued a statement, stating that 
the fund-raising efforts had been 
subjected to “such repeated misin¬ 
terpretation as to require them 
being placed in proper and correct 
perspective”. 

The money collected would not 
only be used to Improve players' 
fees. They would also assist in the 
establishment of a provident fund 
and, above all, go towards the 
“costly infrastructure of West 
Indies cricket leading up to Test 
level”. 



Deryck Murray . . . 
players* spakasman 


Stollmeyer’s statement continu¬ 
ed: “To place he Board’s fund¬ 
raising efforts in the sole context 
of the Packer Circus is totally mis¬ 
leading as it is to imply that there 
is an (^tober 1 deadline 1^ wdikh 
funds must be raised. The genera¬ 
tion of increased revenues as a 
priority consideration of the Board 
IS nothing new”. 

In all the discard caused Iqr the 
Packer affair, it is heartening to 
report a scheme not in any way 
connected with that issue. The Bar¬ 
bados Cricket Association and the 


Barbados Cricket have. Jointly, 
launched a project aimed at erect¬ 
ing a statue of that small island’s 
most famous son in the capital, 
Bridgetown. 

The idea came from Maurice 
Foster, himself a fine club cricketer 
in the 19S0s and 60s, now head 
of a firm called Century 21 Promo¬ 
tions and not to be confused with 
the Jamaican Test player of the 
same name Foster saw the statue 
marking Sobers* official retire¬ 
ment from first-class cricket, an¬ 
nounced earlier this year, and, at 
the time, generally generating 
pride among the quarter-million 
inhabitants of Barbados. It would, 
in addition, be a tourist attraction 

The plan is for a statue in 
bronze, eight to ten feet in height, 
of Sobers at the completion of a 
straight drive Barbadian sculptor, 
Karl Broodhagen, hat been com¬ 
missioned to do the work which 
is estimated to cost $50,(Xn (Bar¬ 
badian) or £ 14,285> 

To get the island’s 2,000-odd 
club cricketers involved in die 
project, the BCA and the BCL 
have issued all of their teams with 
the responsibility of raising the 
money dirough individual sponsor¬ 
ship. Each cricketer will be spon¬ 
sored by friends, family, bosses, 
nodding acquaintances,—^in short, 
whoever they can interest — at a 
declared sum per run, wicket or 
catch during the current soason. 
In tb it way, the whole community 
becomes involved—and the money 
can be raised. 

a 

It is an unusual venture and 
once which has stirred much local 
interest. At least it has helped 
divert attention away from the 
dreaded Packer bushiess. 


by TONY COZIER 
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Packer’s men have lost the toss and Gre’ig is 
_ leading them out to field. _ 


Clark refuses 


Cricket Notes 


Bihar win 
tourney 
for deaf 

B ihar won the recently con¬ 
cluded nlMndia cricket cham- 
ptonsbtps for the deaf played at 
Jamshedpur. 

Nine states (holders Maharash¬ 
tra. West Bengal, Bihar, Andhra 
Pradesh, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Kar¬ 
nataka, Gujarat and Assam) par¬ 
ticipated. 

Owing predominantly to the dili¬ 
gent ettorts of Anjan Bhattachar- 
yya, Bihar lifted the General Cari- 
appa Shield for the first time 
since the inception of the tourna¬ 
ment, with a IBl-run victory over 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Bhattacharyya took eight wickets 
for 1*) runs to bundle out Andhra 
foi a paltry S8 runs in their first 
innings, and then came back 
strongly in Bihar's second innings 
to knock up an unbeaten 128 in 
12!) minutes with IS boundaries. 

The scores: Bihar: 100 for 8 in 
SO overs and 182 for 5 in SO overs 
(A. Bhattacharyya 128). 

Andhra Pradesh; 58 and 93. 

Earlier in the tournament, An¬ 
dhra Pradesh registered an upset 
six-wicket victory over holders 
Maharashtra. West Bengal, another 
prominent team at the champion¬ 
ship, had to contend themselves 
with the eighth position. 

Maharashtra, however, retained 
some of their past glory when they 
beat Delhi in the play off for third- 
fourth place. 


nROMISING Western Australian 
* pace bowler Wayne Clark 
turned down a lucrative offer to 
join the Packer troupe on Octo¬ 
ber 13. 

Clark, 24, took 2S wickets in his 
first full season last season. In 
the absence of Packer bowlers 
Dennis Lillee, Max Walker and 
Mick Malone, he is considered a 
very brigdtt prospect to play 
against India this season. 

A Perth school teacher, Clark 
said he had decided to stay in his 
profession and concentrate on his 
sporting ambition to play for Aus¬ 
tralia. 


Another 

Greig 

shocker 


T ony GREIG — true to form — 
has stratled the cricket world 
again. And all it took was a couple 
of quotes. 

The fordter England skipper was 
talking about the forthcoming 
Kerry Packer series. 

“1 personally feel we have far 
too many players signed and it 
would be tar better if many of 
them were released to return to 
county and grade cricket,” he said. 

The words seemed a trifle odd 
coming from Greig, who is in Syd¬ 
ney and will captain the Rest of 
the World side. But diere was 
more. 

“At long last the top cricketers 
are being paid what they are 
worth. The leading players in Eng¬ 
land are now receiving upwards 
of £1,000 per match and it is not 
before time.” 

No mention of his crusade to 
give rank-and-file players a better 
deal and lift &em off the bread¬ 
line. 

Greig added; “The last thing f 
want to see is traditional Test 
cricket die — I only hope the 
Australia-India Tests do not suffer 
because of the opposition of the 
World series.” 

It .seems a little late to have 
thought qf that. 


—AIS 



Bihar team, winner of the All-India Deaf cricket tournament 
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Nowjor the first time in 
Cakutta-football at night! 










In step with sports illumination trends 
around the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at the Mohun Bagan Stadium 
The complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadium along with a sophisticated 
control room was engineered by Philips 
Undertaken on a turnkey basis, the entire 
project was planned, designed with 
the aid of computers, and installed by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers 
And all this in record time. The lighting of 
the playing area was made possible by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta. Equipped with 
Halogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced in India for sports fields, 
the system meets international standards 
in outdoor illumination levels. 

For us at Philips, the project has meant 
total involvement And we are glad 
to have brought a little more happiness to 
sports lovers in the city. With the lighting 
With the sound, With tlie total package 


PHILIPS 


P n 11 I P S INDIA I I M I n D 
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BASKETBALL mmBamBBBsssssassssssss 

BSF SUPREME 


HEN sponsorship is fast catch> 
ing on in every sphere of 
sports activity, a small group of 
old students of a Delhi school is 
struggling to keen the capital’s 
oldest all-India basKetball tourna¬ 
ment alive. Every year four or 
five basketball enthusiasts, who 
are scattered as far away as Cal¬ 
cutta, take leave and reach Delhi 
just for old time’s sake and 
conduct the Butlerian Tournament 
named after their old school, Har- 
court Butler School Most of the 
top outstation teams ere a great 
hit in the capital and they make 
It too. However, for the past three 
or four years the organisers are 
faced with all sorts of problems 
At the end of each year’s tourna¬ 
ment, the organisers decide to 
call it off but the lure of the 
game brings them back the follow¬ 
ing year 

Apart from the three major 
events in the capital’s sports calen¬ 


dar — DCM and Durand football 
and Nehru hockey — there are 
only three other things worth 
noting They are the Demi YMCA- 
sponsored Athletics and Boxing 
and the Butlerian Basketball. The 
top three events are well estab¬ 
lished and the two YMCA events 
are well looked after by some 
enthusiasts with s missionary seal 
So, in the interest of sport the 
Butlerian Basketball should not be 
allowed to die because of some 
man-made problems 

The problems on the face of it 
look surmountable The control¬ 
ling body of the game, the Basket¬ 
ball Federation of India, can do 
a lot in solving these problems 
If the BFI includes this tourna¬ 
ment, which eveiv vear has a 
fairly big outstation entiy, in then 
calendar half the piobiems will be 
solved. The tournament is always 
conducted during the Dassera holi¬ 
days for schools so that the Butle¬ 


rian school buildings could be 
used to lodge the teams, the dgtes 
are as clear as the basketball it¬ 
self. To facilitate the outstation 
teams the BFI can plan a Northern 
India circuit clubbing three or four 
major tournaments in the region 
giving the dates accordingly in¬ 
stead of allowing them to clash. 
Last year a BFl-blessed all-India 
tournament at Kapurthala more or 
less killed the Butlerian tourna¬ 
ment and this year the organisers 
were in j’itters as the Advani 
memorial tournament at Jaipur 
nearly overlapped theirs. Last 
year t h e tournament had also 
clashed with a local tournament 
which normally runs into weeks. 
The result was that the ASC team 
had to shuttle between the two 
venues to play their matches. 

The tournament invariably suf¬ 
fers from inadequate supervision. 
With more than hundred qualified 
referees on their rolls, the Delhi 
Referees Board is not able to 
finalise a good list to get a good 
chit from the outstation teams 
Notwithstanding the tantrums of 
the players, quite a few outstation 
teams are clearly unhappy with 
the handling of the game. They 
feel cheated and take a vow not 
to come again Calcutta’s Sufi Club 
staged a sort of a walk out two 
years ago nursing a giievance that 
they were let down 

What with all these problems, 
the organisers have been lugging 
on for the past 18 years, with a 
break of only one year, is remark¬ 
able This year they took a step 
further by conducting the tourna¬ 
ment in the New Delhi Municipal 
Corporation’s Indoor Stadium 
which IS normally used for table 
tennis They have even booked the 
stadium for next year hoping they 
will be able to pool their resources 
and efforts. 

The tournament itself produced 
interesting fare despite the ab¬ 
sence of the cream of Indian has 
ketball who were at Patiala pre 
paring for the next month’s Asian 
championships The team, however, 
waa allowed to ptay an exhibition 
match at Jaipur breaking the train¬ 
ing schedule but the players were 
barred from playing in a compe¬ 
titive tournament much closer to 
Patiala. 

Western Railway, who were here 
having won the Advani Trophy, 

Continued on p 19 



by Gokul Dev of CKPF in the finals 
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OBM 370B’2 


No mistake. 

It’s the Carnaby Man all rig^it. 



A soft, incomparably smooth 
finish. Carefully selected blends. 
The twin ingredients of wearing 
comfort. Binny combines them 
with rare finesse in one great 
looking suiting; Carnaby! 



The Carnaby Collection- 
formenwho demand comfcMt 
as much as style 



Si 
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Koopam %fonK.ii uf Hi>op 
sicrs baskrtinx in the wo¬ 
men’s (inal axainsi Indra 
pravtha College as Devaki 
Snnisdsan tiies to stop hei 


*«arab|ee< singh ol DCVI foils 
J M Chadha oi Western in 
tiic i|uarter final 


were the favouritet Though they 
were able to pull tt off again&t 
BSF in the final at Jaipur without 
the brain behind their game, 
Abbas Moontasir, and Parampt 
Singh and Hanuman Singh, who 
wcie with the Indian team, here 
they looked clearly handicapped 
by their absence Even the return 
of Surendra Katana, that great 
shooter after a spell of inactivity, 
did not help then cause The other 
three former internationals Javed 
Akhtar, Riaz Ahmed and Ghulam 
Rasool looked good individually 
but tney did not click at a team 
With no one to properly maishal 
them they could not make use of 
the bench stiength and got knock 
ed out in the semifinal by Cen 
tral Reserve Police Fotce, Nee 
much, by a bare two points (8S87) 
after having led till the 38th 
minute (8178) At one stage in 
the second half they had a cleat 
10 point lead 

After this sui prising, though 
thoroughly deserving win, CRPF 
were given a fighting chance 
against BSF in the final They 
played as well as they could but 
BSF were clearly superior both 
tactically and technicallv Ihe BSF 
stars of yeslei years looked a lietter 
bunch unlike the Western sta! 
warts Anil Kumar and Darshan 
I,al controlled the game superbly 
and the lanky, beaided Shyam Lai 
and Zorawar Singh were always 
at hand to slip in a basket Shyam 
Lai broke fiee tune and again in 
the first half to score at will and 
in the second Darshan himself 
took over with his meticulous jump 
shots CRPF’s heroes against Wes 
tern Railway, Sunnder Singh and 
S P Yadav weie hardly allowed 
the luxury of getting anywhere 


near the BSF basket BSF won 
8641 

The quartet finals had a surprise 
in that the Khustii Ram nursed 
Shri Ram Rayons from Kota were 
beaten by 3 Kumaon Regiment in 
a thriller (85-87) Khushi could 
not piav because of an injury In 
anothei close struggh, CRPF over 
came Puntab Armed Police (80-75) 
but Western Railway and BSF had 
liitle tinubie against DCM and 
Delhi Police 

In the women’s section. Hoop- 
sters Club at last made it to the 
pinnacle For the past five years 
they were at the receiving end in 
the final They have also avenged 
their last year’s defeat at the 
hands of Indraprastha College Cal 
cutta’s S F Club lost in the semi 
finals against Indraprastha (37 58) 
and Hropsters beat Convent of 
Jesus and Mary (33 13) to make 
it an all Delhi final 

Indrapiastha seemed heading for 
a repeat of last year’s perform 
ance when they led 91 to start 
with But with their better co 
ordination, Huopsters fou^t back 
and tied 20 ail at the interval 
Bunty Randhawa, who was rimed 
the best player of the tournament, 
stood out in the defence while 
Devaki Srinivasan .ind Nisha Sethi 
did most of the scoring Sadhana 
Varty impressed with her all round 
ability Indiaprastha had to depend 
on Poonam Sabharwal alone as 
none of then other shouttis was 
able to get thiough the tight de 
fence of Hoopsters In the end 
seven points sepaiated the teams 
(40-33) 

As IS the practice with this tour 
nament the best player among 
men, Riar Ahmed, gave away the 
pti/es toi women, while men re 
ceived them from Bunts 
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Indian Open flashback ... 2 .— = 

— by SUBROTO SIRKAR 

’Twas not so bad after all 


T hat week in November 74 
when Bombay staged the Foui 
Square Kings Open tournament was 
a significant one in the annals of 
Grand Prix tennis: Four GP meet¬ 
ings (the others were in London, 
Manila and Oslo) were on simul¬ 
taneously, the only time — then oi 
since — such a thing happened. 
But it is not quite true that in the 
deal for players tlie Indian Open 
came out last. 

New Zealander Onn> Parun, the 
champion, qualified for the Mav 


ters in Melbourne; and, even if 
they were past their best, Manoln 
Santana and Tony Roche — flown 
in by the local sponsors — remain 
the two best-class players to have 
appeal ed in the Indian Open meets- 
Bombay was tortunate to see glimp¬ 
ses of their one-time brilliance. 

My newspaper preview of the 
meet — “ . . . after being deprived 
of its status as an international 
cricket centre, the Brabourne Sta¬ 
dium’s maiden fling with tennis 
can scarcely be expected to be .1 


Second Indian Open Tennis 
Championships, held on hard courts 
at the Brabourne Stadium, Bombay, 
November 12 17, 1974. Referee: Ra- 
mesh Desai. GP category: Group B, 
$50,000. 

Singles seedings; A D. Roche 1, 
O. Parun 2, V. Amritraj 3. M. 
Holecek 4, S E. Stewart 5, R. D. 
Crealy 6, Anand Amritraj 7, R. P. 
Dell 8. 

(farter-finals; Roche d A. 
Amritraj, J. K. Andrews d. M. San¬ 
tana, Crealy d. V. Amritraj, Parun 
d. Dell. Semi-finals: Roche d. 
Andrews. Parun d. Crealy Final 
(umpired by B G. Mahadeokar): 
Parun d. Roche b-3, 6 3, 7-6 in 93 
minutes. 

Doubles final; \ Amritraj Sc 
V. Amritraj d. Crealy & Parun 
6-4, 7-6. 


memorable affair” — may have 
been accurate, but the champion¬ 
ship was not a totally unremark¬ 
able event. Rather, the unhappy 
circumstances that attached to it 
made the tournament unglamorous. 

Now, three years later, it is suffi¬ 
cient to recall that the stewardship 
of the meet suffered from a com¬ 
bination of inexperience and ineffi¬ 
ciency, and that it was sad the 
meet’s financial non-success should 
have been due to the public stand 
taken by our own Krishnan, who 
had played in the Open at Delhi 
the previous year and would play 
again, at Calcutta, in ’75. Yet once 
the mishaps of a strange seedings 
list, an alteration in the ofikially- 
announced draw, and the discri¬ 
minating treatment the Indian 
players were getting were all be¬ 
hind, the Bombay meet was not 
such a bad tournament as has 
often been made out. 

The entry-list did include some 
oddities, like the 1959 Wimbledon 
St mi-finalist, Barry Mackay, who 
in ’74 was no more than an Ameri¬ 
can tennis impresario on a business 
visit to Asia . . . but despite the 

S uality of the entries, Indian 
lowing was mediocre. 

A subdued Vijay Amritraj fell 
to gangling Dick Crealy, and 
though the brothers won the dou¬ 
bles, the bri^t spot was Anand’s 
inspired display versus the craggy- 
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faced Roclie against whom he had 
« natchjooiat Of the 12 Indians 
In die drawr only five reached 
Round 2, three beating compatriots. 

Winner of Wimbledon, U.S. and 
French titles in bis time, Santana 
(36) first knocked off seeded 
AiUan Holecek, the Czech defector, 
and then beat John Feever in a 
contest which impressively con¬ 
trasted his all-round virtuosity 
with the Englishman’s power-ser¬ 
ving game. But, as his quarter-final 
was played on Thursday (ahead of 
the other three the next day) he 
was off-colour against John 
Andrews (who came to the court 
15 minutes late; had he misplaced 
his contact lenses?) and was bea¬ 
ten. Andrews, 22, who had earlier 
eliminated seeded Sherwood Ste¬ 
wart, the bearded former IBM 
executive, was the giant-killer of 
the week. 

Still, Santana and his "pardner”, 
Edison Mandarino, were real 
crowd-pleasers, the little Brazilian 
losing first-round to Roche after 
twice having match-point. Indeed, 
the 29-year-old left-hander lived 
dangerously — scraping through 
against the promising German, 
Ulrich Pinner, and then having 
his tussle with Anand Am- 
ritraj. But against Andrews he 
struck a purple patch, being splen¬ 
did in his mastery of the fore¬ 
court. The final, however, saw an 
entirely different picture, an al- 



Manoio Santana ... a real crowd-pleaser 



most one-sided affair. The quiet 
Parun, with his topspin drives, 
cient volleying and razor-sharp re¬ 
flexes, had little trouble in 
winning. 

Parun had won his semi-final 
versus Oealy very narrowly, tie- 
break in both sets. In die first, 
the 6’ 4)" Aussie bad led 6-5, 404), 
Parun’s tenacity enabling him save 
nine set-points. That, had fate de¬ 
creed otherwise, might have been 
Crealy*s last singles match ever: 
After leaving Bombay he narrowly 
missed the connecting flight to 
Johannesburg at Nairobi, and was 
thus not on the Boeing-747 that 
crashed on take-off, with heavy 
casualties. 

The Bombay GP proper lasted six 
days, three courts — varying in 
pace from the fast .cement-like 
main court to the clay-like slow¬ 
ness of the south court — being 
nicely spread out on the Brabourne 
outfield. But it was an unfortunate 
meet —• and one’s most abiding 
memory of it is an off-court inci¬ 
dent: In the midst of ail the con¬ 
fusion on the muddled “opening” 
day (November 11), AILTA secre¬ 
tary Raj Khanna telling reporters: 
“What’s the matter? I was sleep¬ 
ing”, and repeating it, for effect. 
His pose was typical in many 
ways: The Bombay GP certainly 
showed what harm bad public!^ 
could, and pompous oflkials 
might, do. 


Tony Roche . . . flashes of brilliance 


Next week: Calcutta 75. 
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VEN in the deeply analysed 
openinx variations, transporta¬ 
tions can introduce interesting 
twists Some such possibilities are 
seen in the following games from 
the Bhilwara Trophy .Tournament 
at Bhilai The opening is Yugo¬ 
slav Attack against Dragon Varia¬ 
tion of Sicilian Defence. 

White; M. Aaron 
Black- R K Bagdi 

1 PK4. PQB4 2 NKB3. PQ3 3 
PQ4. PxP 4 NxP, NKB3 5 NQB3. 
PKN3 6 BK3, BN2 7. PB3, 00 S. 
BQB4, NB3 9 QQ2, BQ2 10 PKR4, 
RBI 11 BN3. NK4 12. 000, NB5 
13. BxN, RxB 14. N4K2I (a). RK17 
15. BR6. BRl 16 PK5'. PxP 17 
PKN4, PK3? (b) 18. BNS, PK5 19. 
PxP, QR4 20 BxN, BxB 21 QxB, 
RlQBl 22 KRRl, R5B2 23 RxB, 
RxQ 24 RxR, PNS’ 25 R6xBPch. 
KNl 26 RN7ch. KBl 27 QRB7ch, 
KKl 28 RxQRP, Black resigns 

(a) This move usually comes at 
a later stage, e g Kai pov-Korch- 
noy Candidate*-’ match game, 1974 
went. 14 PR5, NxRP 15 PKN4, 
NB3 16 N4K2, QR4 17 BR6 and 
eventually White won by King 
side attack 

Improvement for Black was seen 
in Malulovic-Velimirovich, Nowi 


Sad 1976: 11 . . . NR4 12. PR5, 
NB5 13. BxN, RxB 14. PxP. BPxP 
15. 000. QB2 16. N4K2. RBI 17. 
KNl, BICSI 18 NB4. QQ2 19. PK5, 
RxNl and Black’s attack was suc¬ 
cessful. 

In Klowan-Belyavsky, Leningrad 
1977 Black played 16 . . RKl 

(instead of 16 . . . QR4 in Karpov- 
Korchnoy) 17. BR6, BRl 18 PKS!, 
NxNP! 19. PxN, BxKP; the game 
ended in a draw. 


In the present game there is no 
White Pawn on KN4 for the Knight 
desperado. Black should therefore 
play 14 . . . QB2 avoiding the sub¬ 
sequent pin on his QB. 

(b) Aaron gives in the Tourna¬ 
ment Bulletin 17 . . RB3 (saving 

the piece) 18 PN5, RQ3 19. (}K3, 
NR4 20. NK4 RxRch 21. RxR, 
OB2 22. QxP with advantage to 
White. 

White. Rohini Khadilkar 
Black: R. Ravi Sekhar 


As above up to White’s 10th 
move; 10 . . . (>R4 11 000, KRBl 
12 BNS, NK4 13 PRS. NxRP 14. 
BR6, NQ6ch! 15 KNl, NxP 16. 
KxN, BxB 17 QxB, RxN 18. PN4, 
NB3 19 PK5, RxBch' 20. RPxR, 
PxP 21 NK2. BK3 22 NB3 (a) 
PKS (b) 23 NxP, OK4ch 24. KNl, 
NxN 25 QR8ch (c) QxQ 26 RxQch, 
KN2 25 (3xRPch, KBl 26 QR8ch 

(c), QxO 27 RxCJch, KN2 28. RxR, 
NBOch 29 KBl. NxR .30 KxN, 
PRS 31 RQ8, KB3 32 KK2, KK4 
33 KK3. B(i4 34 PB4ch. KK3 35. 
PR4, BB3 36 RQ2. KB3 37 RQ8, 
KK3 38 RQ2, Kb3 draw. 


(a) Analysis in Shakhmati Bul¬ 
letin (6/77) continues: 22. NN3 
(threat 23. PN5, NR4 24. RxK. 
PxR 25, NxP) RBI 23. RQ3 QB2 
or 23. NK4, RB31 with sharp 
maintaining balance. 

(b) This could have led to a 
line similar to that in the analyds: 
22. NN3, RBI 23. RQ3. PKS 24. 
NxP, QK4ch 25. KNl. NxN 26. 
QxRPch, KBl 27. PxN, BxKNP 28. 
RKBll, QN2 29. QR2 in favour of 
White. 

(c) 25. PxN, RBI (if 25 . . . 
BxKNP? 26. QRKBl!) 26 RQ3 
would transpose into note (b), or 
White can try 26. PN5. 


END GAME > 



Last week’s ending by Halber. 
stadt (Cercle de Lutece, 1931): 
White. Kb3; Rd7; Bg4. Black: 
Khl; BgS, Nf8; Pd6. Win. 1. Rg7, 
Bb6 2 BfSch, Kh2 3 Rg2ch!. 03 
4 Rg8 (threat 5. Rh8, Kg3 6. 
Rxh6, Kxf3 7 Rf6ch) 04 5. Ka2l, 
PdS (zugrwang; 5 Ne6 or d7 
loses to 6 Rg4ch, Kh3 7. Rg6) 
6 Kbl, Pd4 7 Kc2, PdSch 8. Kdll, 
Pd2 9. Be2 wins. 



Q WHAT is Bishan Singh Bedi 
doing? 

— Deepak Luthra (Amritsar) 
A AS the poet said, trying to 
^ “bury the past and act, act 
in the living present”. 

^ DON BRADMAN never came 
to India Does it mean he 
hates India? 

— Prabal Guha (Chabua, Assam). 
A CERTAINLY not. He has 
^ quite a few sincere friends 

in India and has always been 
friendly to Indian cricketers. You 
must realise that he had retired 
well before the first official Aus¬ 
tralian team visited India in 1956. 
HOW many runs have been 
scored by Herbert Sutcliffe 
in Test cricket? 

— P. Easwaraprasad (Kedukkam- 

kunnu, Kerala). 

A IN 54 Tests, Sutcliffe played 
^ 84 innings, remained not 
out nine times, and scored 4,555 



runs at an average of 60 73 He hit 
up 16 centuries with 194 against 
Australia at Sydney in 1932-33 as 
his highest. 

Q WHAT is the “googly” in 
cricket? 

— Dinesb Haider (Daulatpur). 

A it is like what happens be¬ 
tween the Beard’s intention 
and final decision, which is quite 
the opposite. 

Q WHO do critics all over the 
world rate as a greater off- 
spinner — Prasanna or Venkat? 

— M. K. Raghu Nandan 
(Bangalore). 


A PRASANNA, who is making 
” hi*- tenth tour However, the 
issue will hot up again in Australia. 

Q CAN a batsman be declared 
out if an incoming ball first 
hits his pad and then the bat? 

— Sanjay G. Shah (Bombay-58). 


A HE can be adjudged leg- 
^ before if all the conditions 
of the l.b.w. rule are satisfied. He 
ran also be cau^t. 


Q COULD you name two cur¬ 
rent Indian batsmen beat 
equipped to face pace? 

—• S. A. Hyder Faiz (Vidyani^r). 
A EASY — Gavaskar and Vis- 
^ wanath. And they are about 
the only two. 


Q 


WILL Geoff Boycott join the 
Packer circus? 


— Deepak Kumar Mohapatra 
(Bhadrak). 

A HE has already declared that 
^ he won’t. 
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Habibullah (left) uul A. A. Sluikh of 
Unien Bank, winners of (be Air-lndia 
Intcr-Oflices table tennis tournament, re> 
ceivinc the eup front former international 
Kaity KbodajjL Forty-eight teams in (he 
men’s and eight in the women’s section 
participated in Bombay recently 


The Indian hockey team probable Olyrapio 
kernandes of Tata Sports Club mnrried 
Rachael D’Mello in Bombay recently. 
Major General Eustace D’Souza raised 
the bridal toast 



SPORTSWEEK Managing Editor Khalid 
Ansari speaking at the Rotary Club of 
Bombay Mid-town on the Indian cricket 
team’s prospects in Australia 



The Shivaji Park Gymkhana cricket team 
pipped P. J. Hindu Gymkhana and New 
Hind S.C. on quotient to win the ‘A’ 
Division of the Kangs Cricket 
League in Bombay 


Ahmedabad hockey 


HE Ahmedabad Distiict Hockey 
Association, the ‘rebel’ body, 
deserves kudos for completing two 
tournaments for youngsters while 
the parent body, the Ahmedbbad 
Hockey Association, still has not 
woken up fiom its slumber. 

Though the response to the 
tournaments — six schools teams 
and’three from colleges — is no 
record, the fact that they ventured 
to conduct the tournaments is in 
itself an achievement to be proud 
of. 

Jagdev Sini^, the secretary of 
the ADHA, deserves all the credit, 
for, it was a one-man show M the 
way. He has also announced plans 
to start two more tournaments for 
juniors end seniors. 


The AHA have revitalised (the 
press has yet to be informed) witii 
a new set of office-bearers, but 
there seems to be no change in the 
working. That the AHA is least 
interested in the game was the 
main complaint or which the 
‘coup’ for a rival body took place 

St. Xavier’s won the Fortune 
Cup Schools tournament with a 
2-1 tie Weaker win over Rajkumar, 
of Rajkot, after the teams were 
level 1-1 and sxtra-time failed to 
break the deadlock. In the semi¬ 
finals. Rajkumar bad overcame 
(jeptrai 2-0 and St Xavier's had 
footed Anjuman-e-Islam 12-0 

In the opening matches, Anju 
man prevailed over Nelson 2-1 and 
Central, clipped C N. Vidyalaya 


The three-team Collegiate League 
was one-sided affair nil Gujarat 
College and St Xavier’s clashed. 
St. Xavier’s held the superior-on- 
the-day Gujarat goalless and claim 
ed the trophy on a better goal 
difference. Gujarat, who had bea 
ten C U. Shah City Commeice 11-0. 
fell a goal short of St. Xavier’s 
tally. 

Gujarat, however, had sweet re¬ 
venge when a fortnight later they 
downed St. Xavier's 20 in the 
^medabad Zone Collegiate Hoc 
key League conducted by the 
Gujarat University Gujarat emerg¬ 
ed champions with an ali-win 
performance in the four-team 
league 

H L Commerce took the third 
spot when they beat C U. Shah 
City Commerce 2 0 For the finalists 
it was smooth sailing in the eailiei 

continued on p 29 


SPORTSWEEK. November 13.1977 


2 ? 








Compatibility' 


r 


fM-'K 


:\- I i 




f w. 






that's what makes 


a happy pair. 


and 


Close bonds link the great textile 
(lulls with IMirester And no wonder 
Mirester polyester filament yarn is 
the (deal complement to weaving skills 
jiisf what the perfectionists go for 


N»rester | 

Piilytrltr Filamtnl VaiTi 

ji t:M I' il |i, 

^lr^on SviithRtic I ihifs 
Ki CliRimcai'. 1 (ri 


28 


SPORTSWEEK, NAvwnbw 13,1977 












Ni{pur 

soccer 


The Central itaii- 
way, Nannir team 
won the Senior 
Division Leacue. 
They beat Rab* 
bant 34) in the 
Super Leacue on 
goal average 



Zobal roand-ap 
WEST 

Ahmedabad sports 

from p 27 

two polindB. Gujarat dealt H. L. 
ConunarcO a 204) drubbing and 
swtmqtad ,Cit]r Commerce 134). St. 
Xavl«r*a trounced H. L. Commerce 
124) end City Commerce 74). 

Gujarat College claimed the 
State Woman's Hockey Champion¬ 
ship on their home ground in the 
koottoet of tussles. Ihey downed 
St. Xavier’s 6-5 after going through 
three series of tie-breaker follow¬ 
ing a 1-1 draw despite extra-time. 

The teams were level 1-1 at the 
end of the first set of five penalty 
strokes and in the second they 
finished 2-2. Gujarat edged ahead 
in the third set 2-1 to clinch the 
tide. 

State Bank lifted the Prabodh 
Trophy Senior Division Football 
League in Ahmedabad with an un- 
beateh record and a tally of 17 
points from nine outings. 

It wiw an ail-win performance 
except when they met fancied 



latfen Gymkhana, Bombay 
arranged a function to bid 
tavewell to baskedtali Inter- 
Mdlenel Nandini Basrur 
who migrated to Bangalore 
after her wedding lest week 


Floodlit soccer 

S EYEM-A-SIDE , fiood-lit senior 
lootbeil ' tournament ended 
here recently. This was one 
night soccer. Ail in all eight 
teams, including two teams from 
Calcutta, participated in the tour¬ 
nament sponsored by Durgapur 
Stael. The final was won by Mishra 
Ispat SaAghatani who beat Durga- 
pur Thermal Power Station 24). 
Outside-right of MIS, Saurin Roy, 
scored both the goals for the win¬ 
ners. 

—NANI GOPAL PAL 
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Kerala Sports. SBI were lucky to 
split points in that encounter as 
Kerala even frittered away a 
penalty award. 

State Reserve Police Group 11, 
the holders, finished second, going 
down only in one match against 
SBI. For Kerala, who were favou¬ 
rites for the title, the turning 
point in their fortunes came after 
they dropped a point Malnst State 
Bank. Kerala went on to lose three 
more matches. Ahmedabad Electri¬ 
city will be the team to watch in 
the coming tournaments. They 
possess a youthful bunch of attack- 


ICI lift 
basketball title 

C.I. won the Tnter-office Wo- 
* men’s Basketball League in 
Calcutta recently. They defeated 
S. F. India 50-40 in the final of the 
open knock-Out tournament. Ear¬ 
lier, I.C.I. had won the league, 
thus achieving last year’s 
performance. 


ers whose speed allied with first¬ 
time defiectlims can take the best 
of defence in their strides. They 
were unlufky in the initial stage 
of die league, otherwise diey would 
have finished better than the tfakd 
spot they occupied. 

The last-placed Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs provided the sfao<^ of the 
season when they humbled Stete 
Bank 4-3 in the final at Baroda to 
win the R. C. Saksena Memorial 
Football Trophy last Sunday. P&T 
were trailing 1-3 at the break 
and looked down for a drubbing 
when a sudden transformation in 
thOir play upset the SBI appioem’t. 


In thR knockout final, both the 
teams started tentatively, the half¬ 
time score being 13-21 In favour of 
S. P. The second half saw ICI, 
who have a better all round team, 
apply pressure and emerge Com- 
fortablo .winners. For the winners. 
Anne Stephen (141 and jennifesr 
Pees were outstanding in 

attack, while Meher Khembatta 
was soli^' in ‘defence. The scorers 
for S. F. were: Triioeban Kaur 
(14) and Janet Baptiste (12). 
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The ICI team won the Inter-Offices womeU'e Jbaaketball 
league in Calcutta 
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L ast week*! defences are both 
based on the same theme — 
breaking up a looming squeese. 
The second one is easier to spot. 

KIO 


(E) 


[63 


Xik 

A1032 


(S) 

987 

K94 

AK5 

K76S 

Club Ace led, followed by a 
second club, won by declarer with 
the Queen. Low spade by declarer 
won by your 10 spot. 

The bidding and plav of the 
cards indicate that declarer has 
three spade tricks, and two in 
each of the remaining diree suits. 
His 5, 4, 2, 2 distribution is appa¬ 
rent. Your setting trick will nave 
to come from hearts. However, 
if you are going to sit back lasily 
and wait for it, exiting with a 
passive club, you will find yourself 
the victim of a club heart squeese. 

It is imperative to eidier destroy 
the club menace in dummy with 
repeated club plays or attack the 
heart entries to break up the 
squeese. 

As far as destroying the club 
menace is concernned, you can 
play a third club, but partner is 
likely to enter with the third spade 
and will have no club to back — 
so this is ruled out. 

The winning defence is a heart 
diift — any heart. Unless partner 
has the heart ten you will not be 
able to defeat tha hand. You could 
try, of course, a crafty heart knave 
hoping to succeed even when de¬ 
clarer has the mn and misguess. 
Yet a heart shift and continuation 
is a must. 

The full band: 


KIO 
163 



A6432 

K672 




Q8 

Poi^S (W) 
109876 

J94 

(N) 

< 

(8) 


987 


A94 


AKS 

K76S 


A1032 


The sqaease a^ich works is 
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anlOpaatk, |{ heaits are wtt an 
♦airbed 

Three, ronnds of anodes, three 
clubs and two diamonds are pliqred 
to reach: 

64 

K87 

nil 

nil 


(N) 


Immaterial 


(8) 

nil 

A94 

5 

7 


(E) 


nil 



On the next spade, you conve¬ 
niently discard your diamond 

S ieen secure in the knowledge 
at declarer has only two dia¬ 
monds and partner can look after 
diamonds, but the last spade 
finishes you. 

If you diink you could have done 
better on a diamond lead — ob¬ 
serve what happens. Declarer who 
is staring at four losers, ducks to 
his knave in desperation. Next 
comes a low club from hand. If 
you duck, the club trick disappears 
and deciiu'er concedes a heart. 


How much 


do you know ? 


by H08EY M18TRY 

1 Can the referee in billiards 
warn a player if he plays from 
hand outside the limits of the 
•D’? 

2. Are ofliciels to be medically 
examined before a boxing 
contest? 

3. After a weightlifter has made 
a lift at the weight announced, 
can the bar be reduced to a 
lifter weight? 

4. In case of the transfer of a 
chess piece to a vacant square, 
when Is the move cmnpleted? 

5. In what colours are the two 
diagonally opposite corners 
marked in wrestling? 

6. When can a batsman be stump¬ 
ed if the wicketkeMer has col¬ 
lected the ball in front of the 
stumps? 

7. In football can a goal be scored 
direct from a goal-kick? 

ANSWERS: 

1. No, but shall award the foul 
immediately afterwards. 2. Yes, 
only die referee. 3. No. 4. When 
the player’s hand has quitted the 
piece. 5. Red and blue. 6. Only 
when the ball has touched the baf 
or person of the striker. 7. No. 


ntflfasg the hut omi on Nln hank'd 
vdiidi pnrtnssr will hame «e ovatr- 
mff whh a aiatnral tnm# trick. 

If you false the chdi Ana, de¬ 
clarer has kwo pttdm for Us 
hearts. 


A heart lead or a, apade lead la 
beat for the defewie. bat it la 
douUodoauny, Patttnar can and 
should achieve the same result of 
breakiaig up the squiSase evar- 
tUdng your ton of apadM and 
shiftiiiK to a heart 

Now, for the Calcutta hand, 
which .Santaau miasad. 


The 'winning defence is to rnS 
die thii’d diamond and raturn a 
club inti> die jawt id dummy’s A Q. 
Tha full, hand: 


KQSxx 

097 

XJx 

AQ 


AJ9* 

Axz 
K Jxxx 


HI6S2 

AJ.3 

962 


nil 

K 10642 
Q109ZX 
lOxx 


The plair in 4 hearu dbL has 
been — tvio rounds of hearts, fet- 
lowed by diree rounds of dlameada. 
the third of whidi is ruNed by 
East: 


A;9x 

nil 

nil 

KJxx 


KQSxx 

9 

nU 

AQ 


K64 

QIO 

lOxx 


106S2 

in 

962 


Observe what happens, if at diia 
stage East plays back aaydifaif 
except a duo. South plays oN4we 
rounds of hearts and a diamond: 


KQ8 

nU 

nit 

AQ 




nil 

J 


rlmmatarial 

aU 

4 

10 

lOzx 


Next comas declarer’s last Ua- 
mond shedding a spade from dm 
table, then a finessa of tha dub 
Queen. If Want bes discorded a 
spade on the lest diemomt taw 
spade Ace can now be ruded out 
If his discard is e club, duuua:^ 
clubs ere cashed end a apm 
ruded badk to hand to anjoy dia 
master 10. 

Unless one of dummy’s dub 
entries is destroyed In dme, there 
Is n» defence to die ridbtg aqueaie. 
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Creamy cologney lather. Lavish...generous. Cologne fragrance... 
tingling with freshness. Freshness you can face the day with 
Godrej Shaving Creams. With a choice. 


eAies.ioi.a44 


Kich Foam and Menthol Mist. 

Both varieties available In 70g. & 20g. sizes 

0 

SHAVING CREAMS 

Refreshingly new—in feel and fragrance. 


Both varii 
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Sports Sensations ... 4 

20 seconds 


They won 

T he 92,000 fans at the Wembley 
Cup Final in 1938 expected to 
go home disappointed. For the 
first time in 18 years extra time 
had been called — and still there 
was no goal between Preston and 
Huddersfield. The score was (M) as 
the minutes, then the seconds seem¬ 
ed to tick faster to the end. 

Widi half a minute to go, Pre¬ 
ston were strongly attacking. Radio 
commentator Tommy Woodruffe 
said excitedly, “The ball goes into 
the centre of the field again. Every¬ 
one’s having a bit of a kick at it. 
Preston’s inside left gets it and 
passes back to O’Donnell who 
passes to Mutch, who’s got it on 
the edge of the area. He trie.s to 
shoot, and he’s tripped — and that 
is a penalty.” 

The crowd roared, <■<> it was the 
first time in the history of the 
F.A, Cup that there had been a 
last-minute penalty — in fad there 
were only 20 seconds to go. 
Tommy had forgotten to say that 
it was Alf Young the Huddersfield 
and England centre-half who 
appeared to have brought Mutch 
down. 

Young did not protest when the 
referee pointed to the spot — nor 
did any of the Huddersfield team 
(players* attitudes were different 
then from those of today) but 
Young was shocked. Long after¬ 
wards he insisted, “George Mutch 
dived in at the deep end. He’d lost 
possession of the ball. We were in 
no danger as I came across to 
clear it. He didn’t even touch my 
leg. 

“What’s more, the incident took 
place outside the box. That even- 
'ng we went to a picture show to 
see a run-through of the Cup Final 
film. 1 remember what the com¬ 
mentator said. Something about, 
‘There goes Mutch and it’s a 
penalty. Do you think so?’ 

*Tf Acre hadn’t been any doubt, 
he wouldn’t have said that, would 
Jie? And what made it worse was 
that we should have had two penal- 
tids ourselves. Joe Hulme was 
twice brought down inside the 
area, once by Andy Beattie. But we 
got nothing.’’ 

But Mutch, the Preston inside- 
forward, was certain it was a 
entity and said he clearly remem- 
ereJ being felled by Young’s leg. 
But back to the swift drama with 
the players lined up around the 
half-circle on the edge of the 

penalty area as Mutch placed the 
bell on the penalty spot. A tense 
silence fell on the hugp stadium. 
Heaford the Huddersfield goal- 


the cup by 

keeper crouched — perhaps too 
low »• on the line. 

Tommy Woodruffe fairly yelled 
' into the mike, “Mutch is taking it 
himself with Hesford standing on 
his goal line. Hesford is licking his 
fingers. He’s got to stand stilL 
Mutch is taking it. 

“Here it comes — and it’s a goal. 
It’s a goal. But it very nearly 
wasn’t a goal. The shot hit the 
back and I must say Hesford had 
no chance at all.” 

It was virtually a fluke goal to 
make up the nicsi amazing Cup 
denouement, for the soaring ball 
grazed the underside of the bar. 
Young said afterwards, “Another 
inch and it would have hit the bar 
and come back out again.” 

A story persisted — to pass into 
Cun folklore — that one of Mutch’s 
colleagues told him, “Shut thee 
eyes and hit the ruddy thing.” It 
was a very, very near thing for 
Mulch, then at the peak cf his 
career, gaining that year his first 
and only international cap for 

Scotland against Eng.and. 

In the ten seconds that re¬ 

mained of the 
game Hudders¬ 
field could not 
equalise. The roar 
of the Preston 
supporters had 
hardly died away 
when the Hud¬ 
dersfield players 
dejectedly troop¬ 
ed off. 

The critics were 
— welL critical — 
in spite of the 
last-seconds dra¬ 
ma and tension. 

They said it had 

been one of the 

worst played at 
Wembley since 
the Cup Final 
moved there in 
1923 but signifi¬ 
cantly few of 
them doubted the 
referee’s decision. 

H u d d e r s- 
field stood strong¬ 
ly by the down¬ 
cast Young and 
when the team 
drove ceremoni¬ 
ously round the 
town he was 
cheered just at 
enthusiastically as 
the other players. 

The story was 
told that, many 
years later, 

Young met Bill 
Shankly—a Pres¬ 


ton full-back in 1938 — at a foot¬ 
ball match where he was scouting. 

“Still got tha’t 1938 Cup mettari'”' 
asked Young. 

“Aye,” replicid Shankly. 

“Well, give it a polish up be¬ 
cause it belo ngs .to me,” said 
Young. “We were robbed, you 
know!” 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

A referee at an important match 
found himself continnaliy being 
heckled by onis of the spectators. 
Time after tinse, the man yelled 
out advice on i points of procedure, 
and rudely an.d loudly disagreed 
with the refei.'ee’s dmsiens. 

At half-time the referee went 
over to him and asked him quiM 
pleasantly for his name and plalf ^ 
of business. The man gave hk ^ 
the informatio n and then aeke jf| 
him what he wanted it for. 

‘Well I’ll be coming over ff 
thing tomorrow morning,” ansy 
ed the referee, to tell you hot ^ .j, 
run your busii ies$.’ 
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Ranipal for cottons 
Ranipal -S for synthetics and blends 
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Tennis notes- 

Jimmy takes Aussie indoor 


J IMMY CONNORS won hi<s m 
cond Colga'e Grand Prix title 
of the year and continued hie do¬ 
mination of the amazing Ken Rosc- 
wall as the 25-year-old American 
rolled to a 7-5, 6-4, 6-2 victory in 
the final of the $125,000 Custnrr. 
Credit Australian Championships 
in Sydney. It was the sixth lime in 
seven meetings Connors has top 
ped the veteran Australian 

Rosewall, who turned 43 nint 
days after the tournament, gavt 
Connors a rugged battle in a final 
that stretched over 2} hours or 
the slow, synlhetic court of the 
Horden I'avihcn Connors earned 
$21,875 for the vittorv ishile Rost 
wall took home $10,937 

Thai RoMwdll even icached the 
final was a tribute to the level ,j 1 
which his ‘kill hd‘ remained 
throughout the year In the 
semis, Rosewall dissected Vito‘ 
Gerulaitis' tightsming quick gairt 
in straight se-'r 7-6. 64 

In the quarters, he disarms*' 
Hank Pfister's blinding serst ana 
never gave the American a thanct 
to show off hn povverful «>\ti 
head in another >ti aighl ' 


A HKALTHY Riorn Borg ist r 
(he $10(M>{K) Spanish Chair 
pionships in Barcelona with tiis 
loss of onlv one set as he captuied 
his second Colgate Grand Pris 
title in as many weeks with a 6 2 
7 5, 6-2 victory over Manuel Oran 
tcs. Borg outplayed Orantes in 
every phase of the game to ear" 
the $14,000 first pri/e while Oran 
les settled for $7,000 as paymer.i 

====:The Grand 

'pl’-AYING iri bis first Colgate 
Grand Pnx tournament sintt 
he was forced to pull out of ibt 
US Ofien with a shoulder injury. 
Bjorn Borg won the three-star 
tournament in Madrid. Spain fr 
earn 100 Colgate Grand Prix point' 
and to solidify his third placr 
standing in the race for the Col 
gate Ma,siers. 

Only the top eight point-getter; 
and the four top doubles teams in 
the Grand Prix will be eligible fi r 
the $ 400,000 Colgate Masters to be 
played in New York’s Madison 
Square Garden, January 4-8. 

In the week's other Grand Pnx 
tournament (a one-star event in 
Brisbane, Australia), Vilas Gem 
laitis picked up the winner's share 
of 50 points. The win boosted 
Gerulaitis to 18th on the Grand 
Prix board, ten places from Mav 
ters eligibility. 

Eddie Dibbs moved into the 


win. Even early in the week 
Rosewall was playing well. He beat 
West Germany’s top player, Karl 
Meiler, 6-1, 6^, and then blitzed 
another up-and-coming American, 
Tim Wilkison, 6-2, 7-5. 

And, only Rosewall was able to 
apply the brakes temporarily to a 
‘team-rolling Connors, who lost 
only nine games going into the 
final, and his 6-2, M pounding of 
Tony Roche in the quarters was 
awesome 

Connors' opponent in the semi¬ 
finals, Nick Saviano, turned in the 
most surprising performance of 
the week. With both the seeded 
players in his (|uarter of the draw 
losing in the first round, Saviano 
played his best tennis of the year 
in heating Jurgen Fassbender, Ross 
Case and Colin Dtbley Case had 
beaten Kim Warwick in the first 
round and Uibley took out Harold 
<‘olomon 

.|ohn Newcombe played singles 
for the second time in the Grand 
Pnx this year and rallied from be¬ 
hind to beat Steve Krulevitz, 2-6, 
6-4, 7-.5. before losing a close match 
t«> Phil Dent in the second round 


Borg wins 

for his week of work on the red 
clav at the Royal Tennis Club. 

In typical Borg fashion, the 21- 
‘ car-old Swede had his closest 
r.iatth again.st an unknown in the 
lecnnd round before coming alive 
To dominate more highl.v regarded 
I pponents Jose Moreno pushed 

Prix race======r 

tighth and final Masters spot with 
the 46 points he got for reaching 
the Madrid semi finals. Dibbs bump- 
id Harold Solomon to ninth and 
Phil Dent to tenth. 

Goiqg into the Colgate Grand 
Pnx tournaments in Barcelona and 
Sydney, the top eight singles play¬ 
ers (in order) were Guillermo 
Vilas, Brian Gottfried, Bjorn Borg, 
Manuel Orantes, Raul Ramirez, 
.limmv Connofs, Roscoe Tanner 
and Eddie Dibbs. 

Bob Hewitt and Frew McMillan 
were the only one of the top five 
double' teams in action and they 
were victo'-ious in Madrid to ex¬ 
tend their lead by another 20 
paints. 

Hewitt and McMillan are follow¬ 
ed by the teams of Stan Smith and 
Bob Lutz, Brian Gottfried and Raul 
Ramirez, and Sherwood Stewart 
and Freddie McNair. 


But it was Newcombe’s perfor¬ 
mance in the doubles with long¬ 
time partner Tony Roche that was 
most impressive. With the Davis 
Cup final between Australia and 
Italy beginning on Australia's 
grass December 2, the five-time 
Wimbledon champs and four-time 
Australian winners gave Austra¬ 
lia’s likely Davis Cup doubles team 
of Ross Case and Geoff Masters 
something to think about in a 6-7, 
63, 61 verdict. 

*Ca$e and Masters won Wimble¬ 
don this year and seemed certain 
to be pegged for the crucial dou¬ 
bles rubber against the Italians 
going into the Sydney tournament. 

In winning the tournament, New¬ 
combe and Roche notched solid 
wins over Syd Ball and Kim War¬ 
wick, Msrk Edmondson and John 
Marks and Jurgen Fassbender and 
Karl Meiler. Meanwhile, Ct.se and 
Masters were beating Gerulaitis 
and Bill Scanlon, Sashi Menon and 
Marcelo Lara, and Pfister and 
Butch Walts. 

Courtesy: International Tennis 
Weekly_ 


Barcelona 

Borg to 64 in the final set before 
falling, but instead of exposing 
any of the Swede’s weaknesises, 
the match served as a springboard 
for the rest of the tournament. 

In the third round he beat Vic¬ 
tor Pecri. 62, 63; he demolished 
Jose Higucras in the quarters, 60. 
61; he downed Eddie Dibbs in the 
fit St two sets of their best of five 
semi-final; and made quick work of 
Orantes. 

Orantes was playing an equally 
high level going into the final. He 
lost only nine games in his first 
four matches and then beat 
Wojtek Fibak in a straight-set 
semi-final. 

One unseeded player made ’r 
through to the Barcelona quarters. 
Jiri Graaat, the number six Czech 
last year, stunned Antonio Zuga 
relli and Jfaime Fillol in the second 
and third rounds before losing to 
Orantes. 

In the tournament’s only odier 
upset matches, Alejandro Pieroia 
knocked off Zeljko Franulovic, and 
Uli Pinner stopped Hans 
Gildemeister. 

In doubles, second-seeded Woj¬ 
tek Fibak and Jan Kodes defeated 
the Grand Prix's number one team 
of Bob Hewitt and Frew McMillan, 
60, 6-4. It was the 11th final of 
the year for Hewitt and McMillan. 
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Some men will use 
Palmolive De-Luxe 
After Shave 
for the way it feels 
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PALMOLIVE 


Other f 'cn- 
for what it does 




Palmolive Oe-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool.refreshing ext itmgly different' 


Feel It brace your skin with a 
crisp tingling freshness 
Palmolive De Luxe After Shave 
IS spiced with an exclusive new 
fragrance For a bold masculine 
appeal that s hard to resiat 
And even harder to forget 
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SWIMMING 


The big teen splash 


^H£ big splash made by the 
* country's teen-talent potential 
was the most heartening feature 
of the 34th National Aquatic 
Championships at Ahmedabad 
This was indeed a happy augury 
for the sport 

The quartet that stroked its way 
into the hearts of the connoisseur 
with sterling performances during 
the four-day competition was Anil 
Gantu (Rajasthan), Netai Purkait 
(Railways), Mridula Shastri (Maha 
rashtra) and Rama Devi (Kerala) 
They have lived up to the promise 
shown in the junior ranks recently 


Rana also improved upon his In 
dian record clocking 4 mins 40 4 
secs (final), the contest would 
have been much closer, save for 
the missed fourth turn which re 
quired his turning back for the 
touch 


On the opening day another na 
tional champion to taste defeat 
was Railways’ Yang Chin Shin in 
the 100 m buttrefly stroke event 
His younger teammate Netai Pur 
kait turned in record breaking per 
formances of 1 min 03 S secs 


style relay team to a record shat 
tering victory 

She was at her best in the breast 
stroke events, bet forte She finish 
ed ptmerfully to oust national 
champion and record bolder Da 
Pal (Bengal) in the 200 m race 
with a new mark of 3 mins 106 
secs ila, who finished 0 4 sec 
behind also bettered the Indian 
mark 

On the opening day the shor’et 
event (100 m ) was marred with 
the bungling by the starter, ths 


Text & Pks: HOSEY MISTRY 


Anil Ganju, who had won seven 
events, establishing new records in 
SIX of them during the lecent 
Inter University Championships 
was unfoitunate to be hors de 
combat during a major part of the 
meet owing to a bout of malaiia 

However, on the opening das 
despite heavy fever on the pie 
vious day, Anil’s potential surfaced 
when he lowered the colours ni 
international Mnhinder Singh Rana 
(Delhi) in the 400m tieestylc 
event with record shattering pei 
foimances of 4 mins 39 6 sets 
(heats) and 4 mins 39 7 s<cs 
(final) 

This was Rana’s first defeat in 
a long distance ft eestylc even’ 
since he came on the national 


(heats) and 1 min 03 6 secs 
(final) to inflict Shin’s hrst defeat 
in the event since the Madras 
National Championships in 1972 

The race would have been much 
closer had not Netai got off to a 
flicked start (see pici Nctai was 
off in the air when the gun was 
hred, and the starter surprisingly 
tailed to recall the contestants 
However Yang Chin Shin made 
amends when he won the 200 m 
buttetfly stioke event with a new 
nat >nai mark of 2 mins 28 0 secs 
beatiti^ Netai s twin brothei Gaur 

Ihe third teenager to catch the 
c>e was Mridula Shastri She 
bagged one gold, thrbe silver and 
«n>> bionrc medals in addition to 


same who had made a hash ot the 
men’s 100 m butterfly vent ear 
her The starter let off the field 
before Ha Pal could get herselt 
to the 'on your marks’ position 
and was left glued to the blocks 

Even if the starter did not recall 
the swimmeis, the referee should 
have done so His decision to allow 
the race to continue was astound 
ing Even niure amazing was the 
time taken, the next afternoon, be 
the jurv of appeal to decide ovei 
the protest How knowledgeable 
('■”) the personnel of the jurs 
of appeal were was evident by the 
fact that they had to consult an 
NIS coach on a certain point of 
action 

« 

In the rerun race. Mridula who 


scene in 1%9 at Delhi Though dncfwiring the Maharashtra fret was too tensed was unable to re 



Ai the sound of Ihe gun Purkait (lane S) is already u. midrair while Takie ()> and 
Yang Oiln Shin (S) are on the blocks . . come now, Mr Starter 
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Rama Devi .... a v«rsalil« 
performance 

peat her record effort of 1 min. 
.11.6 sees. Ila finished 0.4 sec. ahead 
in a record I min. 31.7 secs. 

Rama Devi proved her versati¬ 
lity by winning the 200 m. indivi¬ 
dual medley event in an encourag¬ 
ing timing df 2 mins. S9.0 secs. 
, She also bagged two more silver 
and three bronze medals. 

I All four have tremendous poten¬ 
tial .for improvement with keener 
competition outside the country, 
and training under foreign cxpert.s. 
The Swimming Federation of India 
should make efforts to send them 
outside for further training and 
guidance not available in India. 

The belle of the champion.ships 
was Maharashtra's Smita De.sai. 
who emerged as the golden girl 
of the meet with a tally of four 
gold medals in addition to .steer¬ 
ing her freestyle relay quartet to 
a record effort. She also had the 
distinction of setting new Indian 
' marks in three individual events. 
; A praiseworthy performance. 

Amongst the men, Mohindcr 
Singh Rang was outstanding with 
a bag of two gold, two silver and 
(wo bronze medals. He also set ? 
new Indian record in the 200 m. 
freestyle event. Now undergoing 
training as a coach at the NTS, 
Rana was also among the medals 
to the back stroke events. 


Anil Ganjtt. 400 m. 

freestyle recerii 

The only other swimmer to chalk 
up a golden double was Railways' 
Asis Das in the back stroke events. 

The water polo title was won by 
the Services, who were the fastest 
team with a lot of endurance. In 
the final they were seen at their 
best in the second half against a 
tiring Railways team. 

The competition was marred by 
a lot of rough house tactics largely 
due to the poor supervision of the 
matches. However, this did not 
justify the unsporting gesture of 
the Maharashtra team, which was 
ordered out of the water by their 
coach, in the middle of the third 
quarter against Bengal. 

For national competitions, .super¬ 
vision of the matche.s should be 
entrusted to only those who can 
control the game and not allow it 
to turn into wrestling bouts in the 
pool. 

Though not encouraging in 
iiumher.s, the standard of diving, 
both in the men’s and the women'.s 
.sections, was very promising. 

The performances in the swim¬ 
ming events were encouraging. It 
was heartening to see more and 
more .swimmers take the tumble 
turn in the frecsttyie events, and a 
larger number doing the dolphin 
kick in the butterfly stroke events. 



lia Ral on her wa) to a new India mark in ItXI m. 
breMit stroke 
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lh«> talent exUis, but needs haP' 
nessing. Take note S.F.l. 

However, the same cannot be 
said about the accommodation 
provided for the competitors. The 
rooms, in a college hostel, were 
very dusty and full of cobwebs; 
nor were toilet conditions very 
hygienic. Not once during their 
stay were the rooms swept or the 
toilets cleaned. Complaints about 
the unclean environment proved 
useless, as officials were not keen 
to pursue the matter. 

The S.F.l. officials, who were 
given VIP facilitie.s should have at 
least once visited the hostel and 
seen for themselves. But then they 
are there for themselves and not 
the participants. What a sorry 
state of affairs! 

New national records established 
during the meet were; 

MEN; 

2 mins. lO.O secs. — 200 m. 


iVce.styie by Vtohindei Singh Kana 
(Delhi); 4 mins. 39.6 secs — 400 
m. freestyle by Anil Gan.iu (Raja¬ 
sthan); 1 min. 03.5 secs. — 100 m. 
butterfly stroke by Netai Purkail 
(Railways); 2 mins, 28.0 secs. ■— 
200 m. butterfly stroke by Vang 
Chin Shin (Railways); 3 mins. 56 8 
secs. —^ 4 X 100 m. freestyle relay 
by Services (G. S. Nair. V. P. John, 
Prabhakaran and C. P. Kunju); 4 
mins. 32.6 secs. ^ 4 x 100 m. med 
ley relay by Railways (A.sls Das, 
M. Haider, Netai Purkail and S. 
Saha). 

WOMEN; 

2 mins. 33.2 secs. — 200 m. free¬ 
style by Smita Desai (Mahara¬ 
shtra); 5 mins. 27.3 secs. — 400 m. 
freestyle by Smita Desai (Maha 
rashtra); 1 min. 16.3 secs. — 1(K) 
m. butterfly stroke by Smita Desai 
(Maharashtra); 1 min. 31.7 secs. — 
100 m. breast stroke by lia Pal 
(Bengal); 3 mins. 16.6 secs. — 200 
m breast stroke by Mrldula Shastri 


(Maharashtra); 4 mins. 36 4 sees. 
-- 4 X too m. freestyle relay by 
Maharashtra (Smita Desai, Shar' 
mtia Bakshi. S^efali Bakshi and 
Mridula Shastri). 

MEDALS TALLY 

C S B 


MEN: 

Services 
Railway' 
Delhi 
Rajasthan 
V. P. 

Bengal 
Gujarat 
M. P, 

Maharashtra 
Tamil Nadu 
WOMEN; 
Maharashtra 
Kerala 
Bengal 
Rajasthan 
M. P. 

Delhi 


7 

6 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


7 

1 

1 

1 

U 

0 


s 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4 

3 

I 

i 

1 

0 


3 

2 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

3 

S 

0 

0 

1 

1 
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'^HE weU4cnown sports official 

^ and stadium-builder was giving 
me details about the new foot¬ 
ball stadium to be constructed 
at the Cooperage in Bombay. 

Vll around will be the stands, 20 
tiers of stands which will hold 
one million football fans at a 
time^ he said “It will make it 
the largest iootball stadium in 
the world.” 

“Calcutta will demand it wants a 
similar stadium,” I said. 

“Behind the stands will be out¬ 
door and in-door tennis courts. 
Also, several courts for squa^ 
and badminton and a rifle 
range,” the stadium-builder said 

“You Have thought of everything,” 
I said. 

The stadium-builder took out a 
blueprint and put it in front of 
me. “This will give you a better 
idea,” he said. “Over here will 
be the administrative block. At 
present, the plans are to have 
30 floors, though the govern¬ 
ment’s sanction is being sought 
for additional 10 floors.” 

“The government can’t refuse you 
permission,” I said. 

“On the terrace of the administra¬ 
tive block will be a revolving 
restaurant and on die top of 
that a swimming pool,” he said. 
“The banquet hajl will be on a 
lower floor and it will be used 
to give banquets to visiting 


Soccer talk-in- 

A matter 

A T the inaugural Natimtal Sub- 
^ junior Football Championship 
run along with the inaugural Fede¬ 
ration Cup at the Maharaja’s Col¬ 
lege ground, Ernakulam, joint 
champions Manipur bad only ele¬ 
ven eligible players. Six or seven 
odiers who made the trip all the 
way from Imphal to Ernakulam 
were found to be over 15, the age 
limit for the event. Other states 
did not suffer as heavily, but some 
of them also had players debarred. 

The organisers then had sought 
the assistance of doctors to certify 
diet dw participants were all under 
15, the documentary prgpf die 
teams had brought along not being 
above suspicion. Apart from the 
expenses, it should have been a 
matter of shame for die All-India 
Football Federation and die state 
associations whose players were 
debarred that they ^ould be party 
to such malpractices. 

The AIFF should realise that if 
they and their members cannot be 
motivated by anything more than 
ivinning trophies and basking in 
the glory of such achievements the 
entire objective of running age- 
level competitions will be detested. 

And since the National Sub¬ 



teams like the New York Cos 
mos. On its walls will be large 
photographs of presidents of the 
Western India Football 
Association.” 

“Nice,” I said. 

“We will be renting out premises 
to the Asian football federation, 
the referees’ association, the wo¬ 
men’s football association and 
others,” he said “The players’ 
dressing-rooms will be in a sepa¬ 
rate enclosure and there will be 
an underground passage to take 
the players direct from the 
dressing-iooms to the playing 
arena.” 

“Very wise,” I said. 

The stadium-builder continued 
"The press will have an enclo¬ 
sure of Its own, with 500 seats 
and special facilities for broad 
casting and taking colour TV 
And there will be a post-office 
attached to the stadium, to send 
instant messages around the 
world.” 

“It will be a showpiece of the 
world,” I said. 

“Yes,” said the stadium-builder 


“All coaching camps for Indian 
teams going abroad will be cna- 
ducted here uid there will be 
quarters for the players to s^.” 

“And whet is diet?” I asked, point¬ 
ing to a large equare at die 
bottom of the blu^lnt. 

"That is the card-room tar the 
members to play cards. And this 
is the TV room for their children 
to see films. Membership fees 
will have to be raised to meet 
the new expenditures diet the 
stadium will involve,” he said. 

“Yes, of course,” I said. 

Thd* stadium-builder said: “There 
will be two types irf floodlights, 
one to play football in the day 
and one to play football in die 
niiffit. The lights will be fixed by 
a German firm. The work on the 
construction of the entire sta¬ 
dium will be completed in a re 
cord time of six months.” 

“Very fast,” I said. 

“The inaugural match will be an 
exhibition game between Mafat 
lal and Tata. There will be spe 
rial rates for this match and 
members will have to pay the 
full price,” be said. 

“And what are you going to call 
this new stadium?” I asked 

“No final decision has been taken,” 
said the stadium4>uilder, “but 
most probably it will be called 
the Wankhede Football 
Stadium.” 


of shame 

junior is financed by profits from 
the Federation Cup or from the 
AIFF’s own reserves it would be 
not justified if the whole exercise 
is to be turned into pot-hunting. 
One is prompted to voice this dis¬ 
gust bwause of the way some 
teams for die current National 
Junior Championship at Cuttadk 
were chosen. 

Last year Goa had protested 
against Maharashtra fielding their 
tidpper, Camilo D’Silva, in the Na¬ 
tional Junior at Srinagar. They are 
reported to have furnished docu¬ 
mentary proof ro substantiate their 
case against the Youth Internatio¬ 
nal. Camilo was stood down for 
the quarter-final, which his side 
lost. 

But the AIFF took no subse¬ 
quent action, and Camilo continued 
to assist his club in Bombay foot¬ 
ball and also donned Maharashtra’s 
colours in die National at Patna, 
nils makes one assume that Camilo 
was innocant of the charge made 
against him by the Goa FA. 

Yet the AIFF took no action 
against the Goa F.A. for lodging an 
objection which the parent body 
did not find strong enough to act 


on. In the circumstances, it is only 
fair to expect action to be taken 
against Goa FA. An association can 
put a spoke in the wheel of ano¬ 
ther’s team by protesting the way 
that Goa F.A ffid, have a player 
stood down and probably cost his 
team the title. 

Ibis year’s Maharashtra team for 
the National Junior also causes 
eyebrows to be raised. There are 
several who appear to be above the 
age limit of 19. Some of them are 
said to have been employed for 
more than two years in banks, 
government offices or firms vdiere 
recruitment age is 18. One official 
said that the pretence of one such 
player was explained by his having 
played for a bank aide as a guest 
player even before he joined them 
and before be was 181 
In the 18-member side there ere 
but one from e aehotri, one from e 
college, three from Bombay Lee- 

? !ue. First Division clubs and one 
rom Aurangabad District FA. Hie 
rest are ell from offlees, and six 
of the 12 from office teams in die 
Harwood l^eague. 

It is time the AIFF and the 
state associations did some souL 
searching end vow to not only ep- 
ear to be honest but also are 
onest in picking teems for the 
age-group events. Otherwise our 
attention will be deflected from 
worthwhile objectives by some 
cheep tinsel. 
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BAGfi 

Politics again 

YET another player has fallen 
* prey lo politics. It «s a pity 
that Niraj Bajaj had bid farewell 
to table tennis because of frustra¬ 
tion. It's all due to the treatment 
meted out to top players like him 
by so-called officials. 

—rG. N. Srinath (Bangalore). 

Surprise 

Y F the Indian team records even 
^ a single half<entury first wic 
ket partnership against the Aussies 
I shall be very surprised 

—Ataullah Khan, (Bombay) 

Thanks 

M any thanks fur a supei l> 
issue of WORLD OF CRIC¬ 
KET (July-Sept, 1977). 

— Subhajit Ghosh (Nagpur) 


Record stand 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
^ the Katnataka opening 
pair, Roger Binny and San 
jay Deaai for setting up a 
new first wicket record in 
the Ranji Trophy. The pair 
put on an unbeaten 451 runs 
for the first wicket in the 
match against Kerala played 
at Chickmagalur. They sur¬ 
passed the previous best of 
40S runs by Chetan Chauhan 
and M. S. Gupte for Maha¬ 
rashtra against Vidbarba in 
1972- 

Incidentally, this it for the 
first time after 1948, that a 
pair has put on more than 
450 runs tor any wicket in 
Indian cricket. So far, only 
two pairs have added more 
than 450 runs for any wicket. 

Sanjay Deaai had another 
landmark when he scored 
100 runs before lunch. Ano¬ 
ther interesting statiaticrl 
information is that it is for 
the first time in the history 
of Indian cricket that a team 
has won a match without 
lotlng any wicket. Karnataka 
did this whan thw won corn. 
fortably against Kerala. 

— K. R. Guniraja Rao 
(Bangalore). 


Why Simpson? 


•Y’HE recall of Bobby Simpson to 
^ captain Australia in the forth- 
coming series against India has 
cast impressions that India, after 
dll, will take un a much weakened 
Au.stralian XL This, however, is 
delusive, since the Aussies still 
have the .services of Turnei. 
Hughes, Ydllop, Serjeant, Cosier 
and of course, Thomson. 

How our batsmen face against 
Ihomson and to what extent the 
spinners affect the Auisie batting 
machine is, as yet, a matter of con 
Jecture. All in all, it is premature 
to discuss the Australians as a 
spent fni ce 

— Pomesh Sahi (Bombay) 


OiMPSON’s appointment os Aus 
tralia’s captain is astonishing 
when a shrewd captain like lohii 


Inverailfv I' availalii. \M ' unis’ 
the Austialiun selevtuis back 

to 'eOsV 

Kaiiiiappdrj i .n 

TP HE selection of Bobby Simpson 
*■ as Australia's irukcT taptuin 
tor the forthcoming series against 
India is a surprise as well as a 
disappointment. After a gap of 
nine years it is inconceivable hov 
they thought hi' nami again 

— R. B Bliatt /New Delhi, 

OUR question b<i> lolumr 
sta es that Bobby Sin.pson has 
taken 99 catches, but the fatt is 
that he has alieadv taMi, ,• cen¬ 
tury of catches in Test nia'ches 
He look one as a suhstiiuTe fielder 
which 1 suppose many statisticians 
do not soiinr In uiiit ul ngurts 

— (' Sutlhakar Kim iBaiig.ilon 



Commentary ? 


Disgrace 


F. are anxious to know thi 
^ arrangements made to relay 
the running commentary un the 
five cricket Test match senes to 
be played between India and Aus¬ 
tralia commencing from Decern 
her 2. 

We hope that AIR will make 
arrangements to relay the com¬ 
mentary this time also, as done by 
ttaam on the previous tours i.e.. 
New Zealand and the West Indies. 

-- H. Gururaja and H. B. Kulkarni 
(Karwar). 


'Y'HE Indian youth t.(sk<.ti),i! 

team’s performance in Kuwa i 
was disgraceful. Is this the jmu-ii 
tial we have in this game'> 1 bJanir 
the officials who gave the green 
signal saying that the team was 
good. And all we got was the I5ih 
place out ot 16 participants. 

—Painan Kumar 'I^ota), 

‘YTOPE our TV chaps will gite 
** us something good on the 
India-Australia T e s * matches 
We're keeping oui fingets crossed 

— Derrick Corica (Bombay) 


SPORTSWEEK. November 13, t977 


41 









An air of uncertainty 


RAILBIRl 

T echnically the Bangalore 
Winter Meeting is living on 
borrowed time and the start of the 
Bombay Meeting is doubtful, which 
means that only Madras and Cal¬ 
cutta are galloping along in full 
stride. 

The doubt about the scheduled 
start of the Bangalore Meeting last 
week was allayed when the pro¬ 
gramme, and a well-filled one it 
was, got off to a flying start and 
was conducted without a hitch. 
But it is not generally known that 
the Government of Karnataka has 
issued only a iwo-month licence to 
the Bangalore Turf Club which 
will be reviewed before 1978 is 
ushered in. 

The air of uncertainty is stifling 
gs it does not permit lung range 
planning nor does it make for con¬ 
fidence in either the administrator 
or the professional. However, as 
the BTC has fulfilled the precon¬ 
dition to the grant of a licence by 
ensuring that no Committee Mem¬ 
ber of Stewards is or has been an 
owner during the last two years it 
would seem that the extension of 
the licence for the whole year is a 
mere formality. That being so it is 
grossly unfair for the government 
to maintain a condition of suspen¬ 
ded animation. 

The uncertain situation in Bom¬ 
bay, where the season is scheduled 
to start on November 20, is. not 
the creation of the club,_ the 
government or the professionals. 


It stems directly from the demand 
of the syces in the employ of the 
trainers for a substantial increase 
in wages; from Rs. 27S per month 
to Rs. 450 per month. This is a 
steep increase of 63.6 per cent., 
which, to say the least, is 
phenomenal. 

The lot of the syces has impro¬ 
ved considerably in recent years 
and it was only last Independence 
Day when, following a threatened 
strike which would have brought 
about a stoppage of racing, that the 
RWITC agreed to make* an annual 
contribution of Rs. 5.8 lakhs for 
the next three years towards the 
syces’ retirement benefit fund. 
One would have though: that this 
generous donation, there is no 
other word for it, would have 
satisfied the appetite of the syce*, 
tha; it is ‘ 


It now seems 


is insatiable' 


Of course, the prime reason foi 
the new demand is that there has 
been a change in the affiliation 
and leadership of their union. It 
is not clear whether the leader 
who had negotiated the earliei 
settlement found himself unable to 
work harmoniously with them or 
whether they found him inadequate 
as each side tells a different story. 
The fact is that the new leader h«.s 
found it necessary to impress on 
his followers his usefulness to 
them and the monetary benefit.s 
which will flow from their associa¬ 
tion. Hence the new demand. 

There is no work stoppage at the 
moment but the threat is -that the 
syces will not load the hor.ses, who 
have to be transported from Pune 
to Bombay, in the trains or floats 
which will carry them. The dis¬ 
pute is being negotiated at the 
time of writing but it is evident 


that protracted talks are expected. 
This is so because the dates of the 
departure of the special trains 
trom Pune have been put back 
from November 9 and 12 to 
November 12 and 15. Considering 
that it is an overnight journey and 
as i: causes a horse to lose condi¬ 
tion how many runtiers will there 
be for the first day of November 
20? Not many it would seemi 

All these troubles have not inter- 
tored with the plans of owners 
and trainers to bring out foreign 
riders and the 1977-78 meeting 
will have more foreign professio¬ 
nals than those of the recent past- 

Indeed, although the ever-green 
and over-popular Jagdish will not 
be -seen in action regularly in 
Bombay a.s he is noiv with Dara 
Shah in Bangalore, Bombay will 
have such big names as Vasant 
Shinde (for R. R. Byramji), Nelson 
Reuben (D. N. Adenwalla), .Shafiq 
(Bezan (ilhenoy), George McGrath 
(Byramji), Johnny Roe and Karl 
Umrigar (B. K. Lagad), Terry 
jMcKeown (Azi? .Mahmoud), Mike 
Breasly (Uttamsingh) and David 
Lowe (Pandolc). Reuben will ride 
in Calcutta on Saturdays and in 
Bombay the following day and, pre¬ 
sumably. McKeown will cummute 
between Bangalore and Bombay. 


S PORTSWEEK Correspondent in 
H.vderabad, M. H. Khan, has 
again won the prize for the best 
tipster for his book ‘Race pay 
Special'. This is the fourth time 
he has achieved the distinction 
since the award was incepted five 
vears ago 



The Stewards of the Hyderabad Club with the season s stars . . . J^^imalhi 
(left), H. r. Mishey, G. Vanidev Reddy, M. H. Khan (tipster), B. D. Shah (b^moker). 
Ghulain Atimed (chairmmi), Karan Singh (jockey), B- Surender Reddy, 

M. R. Mangalorfcar (tridner) and P. M. Bokdawala 
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creating history? 

D ISHAN BEDI may not have to eat his own words 
^ after all. Before emplaning for Australia he had 
predicted. In terms which then sounded over-optimi¬ 
stic, that his side could create history, meaning of 
course that his boys could beat Australia. If first 
indications, which can often be most misleading are 
any guide, Bedi could well be on that road to 
history. 

In many ways they have already created history 
— being the first Indian side to beat a Sheffield 
Shield side — South Australia — and the first to 
beat Victoria since 1962 when MCC under Ted 
Dexter performed that feat. 

Business like, that’s the apt expression to des 
cribe the Indian team’s approach Down Under 
From reports it is clear that both captain and 
manager are using the practice sessions diligently 
and intelligently. More than one despatch has it 
that the Indians have been quick to utilise what¬ 
ever services have been at their disposal — the 
move tu invite South Australian paceman Wayne 
Prior to the Adelaide nets is a case in point. Be¬ 
sides, as is clear from a news item (see page 8) 
both Bedi and Umrigar have cracked the disciplinary 
whip. The boys have obviously responded well — 
the results show it. 

If there is one dismaying feature it is the un¬ 
usual crop of injuries that has hit the tourists. 
Dilip Vengsarkar seems to be worst off -- having 
taken a_ nasty knock on his head, followed quickly 
by the inconvenience of a boil in the groin Brijesh 
Patel IS down with an injured ankle, Sunil Gavaskar 
will be out of cricket for at least two weeks with a 
pulled thigh muscle, and Viswanath had to pull out 
of the game against Victoria because of an upset 
stomach. It is not unusual for a touring side to be 
beset with such problems — but their rapidity and 
frequency has one Worried, especially as this is the 
crucial acclimatisation and psychological stage of 
the tour. If the key batsmen are going to miss these 
vital matches then we could be in trouble by the 
time the Test matches come along. Because as 
everyone knows, our batting is not our strong point. 

Our bowlers, glory be, have struck quickly and 
effectively. The spinners. In particular, seem to be 
coming to grips with the Australian conditions very 
well. Prasanna, Chandrasekhar and Venkatraghavan 
have done their bit and so has the captain. 

One other factor is disquieting. That Sunil 
Gavaskar should bat lower down in the order is to 
say the least, somewhat puzsllng. For a big India 
score, Gavaskar has to get runs, and the quicker he 
gets into his stride at No. 1, the better for his side. 
Knowing that Alan Hurst of Victoria could be Jeff 
Thomson’s opening bowling partner in the Tests, 
Gavaskar would have been wise to go in first and 
take a good look at Hurst operating with the new 
ball. 

The fielding also needs tightening up. Quite a 
few chances have been grassed and if one is to go 
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by Bedi’s word, the Indians should have beaten 
South Australia by an innings, but for these lapses 
in the field. It won’t pay to give run-hungry men 
such as Bob Simpson, Alan Turner, Craig Serjeant 
and company a second chance. Hie victory march, 
if it |s to be that, could halt on that factor alone. 
But there’s a long way to go. Let's wait and see. And 
hope for the best. 
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tndlans Down Under 


Four up 

by DICKY RUTNAGUR 


^ HIT AN tHAUHAN, in the 
^ mam helped India coa«t to i 
sl^ wickct vittorv over Victoria — 
a commendable achiecement, since 
this IS the til St touring team after 
the M C C in 1962 to accomplish 
a win ovei last season's runners up 
in the Sheffield Shield 
Championship 

hoi tunes fluctuated on a slug 
gish pitch as Victoria's batting col> 
lapsed fiom a comfortable 109 for 
one wicVel to 246 tor eight wickets 
from 81 overs Ihe main contiibu 
tots to this rather modest total were 
two left handers, Paul Hibbert. the 
opener who chalked up a maiden 
lirvt class centui V and their captain, 
Giaham Yallop who scored 61, in 
a second wickct partnership of 99 
■ uns 

lh( hrst day s ciicket was rather 
tacelcss, and the pitch and the wea 
ther must share much ot the blame 
tor Its dicaiincss Ihe pitch was 
slut,gish It neither encouraged 
bowlcts nil did it enable batsmen 
to stioki ticelv 

In all |us| SIX boundaiies weie 
scored during the whole day of 
which tS minutes were lopped off 
bv ram Hibbcit went thiough his 
long innings without hitting a 
single lour although many of hts 
good shots weic devalued by a 
slow soggy oiittield 

Ihe Indian bowlers had problems 
too Bowling on a lifeless wicket 
was bad t niiugh but having to spin 
the ball with cold fingers and to 
cope up with a blusteting wind 
was very tiuublesome indeed 

Veils sat kar and Chauhan gd>ie 
the tourists an encouraging start, 
putting on 87 i uns fur the opening 
wicket But soon after Vcngsarkai’s 
depaitiiie wieke began tumbling 
as India plodded to 169 foi 9, and, 
Victoria seemed eciv much in the 
game 

At this stage, Chauhan, hghting 
hard to get back into the Test 
team, was joined by Madan Lai, 
and together they not only helped 
I ndia surpass Victoria s score, but, 
with a sixth wicket stand of 186, 
and an overall lead of 141 runs, 
provided the spinneis with tremen 
(ions scope to attack and get at 
the Victonans early in their second 
innings 

An outstanding teature of Chau 
ban's technique was the manner n 


which he evaded Alan Hurst’s 
bouncers Instead of ducking he 
<’ide stepped, and not once did tc 
take his eye off the ball Neverthe 
less Chauhan must run the gaunt 
Jet of a livelier pitch before his 
Test claims are accepted 

Madan Lai played a sensible and 
mature innings and fully deserved 
a century That he did noi get it 
IS due to his own fault Quite <in 
mindful of the fact that Mibbeit is 
lefthandeil, Madan Lai hit the bail 
towards him at cover and impc u 
ously took off for a run 

In Victoria’s second innings, 
Hibbert had thiee narrow shaves 
befoie Venkat had him caught be 
hind, attempting to cut at the 
score of 51 Soon the spinning Ino 
had the home team in tiouble, 
claiming five wickets befoic they 
had even cleared the hrst innings 
dchcit 

Victory appeared certain as Pi a 
sanna and Venkat tormented the 
Victoiian batsmen throug'i most »t 
their second innings Ihe only ic 
sistance came f i o m left handei 
Laughlin who batted for 200 minu 
tes to lemain unbeaten with 88 in 
Victorian’s total of 270 leaving In 
dia to scoie 130 runs to win the 
match 

The Indians start for their quest 
of 110 runs and sictory was precai 
lous, with Vengsarkar and Sutm 
dcr Amarnath getting out for '4 
runs The situation was more ser 
lous than it appeared for Sunil 
Gavaskai was available only m an 
emergency having damaged a thigh 
muscle whilst tielding 

Further tribulations were spaied 
the Indians bv Victorias captain, 
Giaham Yallop, who fiooied two 
catches at midwuke* He dropped 
Patel off tht veiv hrst ball after 
tea on the final day, and let off 
Chauhan when he was 2 > m a total 
of 69 On both occasions, Higgs^was 
the bowler to suffer 

Chauhan scored 47 and was out 
just nine runs and five minutes be 
fore victory Had he survived to 
the end, he would have achieved a 
rare distinction of being on the 
field for the entire duration of the 
match 

Coming in at number five. Mo 
hinder Amamath's innings was the 
redeeming teatuie of an otherwise 
inept batting display He scored an 
unbeaten 33, with thire fours, as 



Ihetan (hauhan 
figh'ing cinturv 

India rt ithed then taigti with 
only 4 0 oseis to spare 

So fat India has a (Itari iitoid 
hating toui wins in tnur michts 
— cnintii aging no doubt but no 
thing exceptional Mine we still 
have to play lh« h<t ti teams >i‘ 
bmincicr pitches 

Scoics Victoiia itO toi 8 wk s 
dccl (Hihbcrt lOU Yallop 61 Mel 
ville 31, Prasanna 2 loi ~%J Venkat 
2 for 65) and 270 IWietiei 2" Hib 
belt 28, Whatmorc 19 1 aiighlin no 
out 88, VenkattagSdsan 4 toi 91 
Ptasanna 4 lot 74 Chandtasekh tt 
2 for 66) lost to India 18/ lor 
wkts decl (Vengsaikat 91 thin 
han 197 Madan I ai 88 Higgs 6 tor 
111) and J30 foi 4 wkts (C Chau 
han 47 M Amarnath not out ll) 

Eailier, a scintillating 119run 
parineiship foi the fourth wicket 
between Gavaskai and Mankad 
steeled India to a five wickct win 
ovei a Victoiian Country XI in 
thci one day match 

After the Countiv XI had scor<>d 
223 tor 4 in 40 overs, the Indians 
blasted the lequired runs with 13 
balls to spate Gavaskar was the 
mainstay of the Indian innings, 
stoiing 86 runs — with Mankad 
supporting him adequately to 'e 
main unbeaten with 69 
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It’s fascination for them 


V TViriRLb are fascinated bystan 
^ dcrs as India’& spinners set 
problems that Australian batsmen 
find hard to answer 

Though they are former first 
grade cricketers. Max O'Connell 
and Tony Crafter coufid not pick 
what Erapalli Prasanna and Bishan 
Bedi were imparting to the bail 

At Adelaide Oval O’Connell was 
umpiring his 4Sth fust class match 
He recently declined an offer by 
Kerry Packer fot Wot Id Series 
cricket and is on the panel from 
which umpires for India’s Tests 
will be chosen He stood in 10 
Tests against England, New Zea 
land, Pakistan and West Indies 

4s a wicketkeepei, Max i cached 
South Australia’s Second XI For 
Prut Adelaide Club, Ciafter stood 
besidt him at first slip 

(rafter told me "Watching Pra 
sanna and Bedi I discotered whit 
master spinners bowling is all 
about 

I’idsaiinas tingeis would launch 
a bull that spun Horn the off Wi*h 
a seemingly identical movement of 
the aim and hand he would make 
the ball driti (he otiur way Ihen 
tht same jc ion would push one 
straight through 

\Mu ti Bcdi howled trom tht op 
posili aiifl the pair allowed bat> 
me 1 ) no n piti 4s all these things 
wort happehing at varying paces 
and tiaiec tones, they kept the 
batsnirn gue v iig it looked a 
plumb wirkel yet now and again 
a spinning bail would grip turn 
ind boont c 


“Whereas in a first grade Ade 
laide game you might have to de 
cide a bat pad appeal once an after 
noon, these spinneis cause them 
frequently ’’ 

The sight of five fieldsmen crowd 
ing around batsmen has caused one 
restless critic to say it will be a 
familiar spectacle for crowds un 
less Austialian batsmen take post 
tive ireasuies to counter subtlety 
and nagging accuracy 

The catch is that double ended 
deception about what each ball 


by RAY ROBINSON 


do has kept batsmen so watchful 
that they are unready to counter 
attack That will take a champion, 
willing to venture with calculated 
I isks 

South Australia s top scorer, 
vice captain Bob Blewett, who sur 
v.ved a close leg chance at 46, 
scarcely played a front of the wic 
ket shot in three hours for 72 He 
dwelt in the crease, waiting for a 
ball short enough to square-cut or 
hook 

Austialians were not happy to 
see Frasanna's held increased to 
SIX men on the on side Sometimes 
India would nor agree to the local 
r ale limiting on side fieldsmen to 
hve, neither would England on the 
West Indies 

It took an unprecedented feat by 
medium pact I Andrew Sincock 26 


who had been out of Sou'h Au- 
tralia's side for two years to cur 
tail India’s first reply to the Stale ^ 
223 

Bowling into a chilly south wes 
ter, Sincock seamed inswmgcrs uti 
the pitch eithei way — enough to 
reward 93 balls with seven wickets 
for 40 TTie last two, Bedi and 
Chandrasekhar, fell to his last 
two balls, ending the meagre inn 
ings at 168 

Andrew is not i elated to David 
Sincock, the googly left hander 
who had a couple of lesis agains 
England and the West Indus d 
doren years ago 

Knowing a wicket hi >1 ball in 
the second innings could tompleu 
a hat trick, he confessed to a sleep 
less night before the third day 

Twenty one hours and '>4 minutes 
elapsed before he deviated the ball 
as hrst-change bowlei Bv '^ang 
ing dtrextion the wind sided ivith 
him Instead of the inswmgi > he 
bowled to Gavaskar in tht in st 
innings the ball swung out to hit 
the off stump 

Nothing in the opening nauli 
tempted anyone to remat the 
cliche about “a captain s inning' 
but It was captain Bishan Bedi 
who bowled his side hack iino the 
game from a dehcr ot S> runs 

The left handei's masterly hvt 
for t9 allowed the South Austta 
lians only a fraction molt than 
one run an eight ball over 

Bedi's match tails was t igh fui 
61 and Prasanna s seven for 106 

Only Gavaskar S2 and Suriiidrr 
ovtIU at 



"Ktasa, Mr Slmptaii, II wahw playing the Intf lana — can wa ka tha cawhays . !' 

s<*oo istvl I K S-r.v.iniUl 20. 197; 
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*•111 >n(i< I \niaiiijil> 
fiom |> / 

Vmarii iti) it\ lidd done thenisdves 
in)thiii(’ hki lustKL in tht hrsi 
lining In tin. vtcond llilip Veng 
•drkdr pr< hied hv a slipthdiict at 
>cvfn off fast bowilei Kodm v Hog);, 
o add 40 Will made luiis 
A siipciO gtillv (dti'i piivintid 
'/isw.tnit*i )><i(ing j iitdii 1o show 
V<kl<iid< iiilookiis his class 
A s t< (1 k Mankdd’s squaic cut 
«vo>k<d salt *ai rorilv in hi> 44 nol 
iiir Ihoiii h Syid Kirniani look ovei 
much <)l ttu s I ikf to hit up 
riot mil 

lh< wilt )i\ >i\ wiikits IS the 

nrst bs Indiins icainst a bhetheid 
Shield Slate 

1 wo wins bv I did Amarnath’s 
MI India side 40 vcais ago wcie 
against fasmania and an Austra 
iian XI for which Sir Donald Brad 
man stored 17? at Sydney his 
hundredth century 

Questioned about India’s disap 
pointing first innings Bedi said 
•On their first outing, the bats 
men were not accustomed to the 
bounce Ihev will get used to it 
They will have to stop feeling foi 
halls ouUide the off stump 
“Glare contributed to dropped 
eaUhes We have to get used ’o 
he brightness of the light here, 
under almost clear skies, without 
ndustriai smog” 

H 


niSHAN BI'UI IS cracking the 
^ whip at his Indian cricket team 
In a twohoui rounril of war at 
the tourists' Adelaide motel, Bedi 
has outlined strict ronduct stand 
ards he expects fiom his players 
on and off the held 

The 41-year old Sikh today was 
reluctant to discuss details of the 
meeting He is trying to adopt a 
low profile on all matters But he 
did admit “We have to make sure 
our general behavioui is correct 
from the word go' 

"1 don’t want anything to hap 
pen that will put us into a posi 
lion of having to struggle to re 
tovei 

“We talked about everything at 
the meeting — our problems, pio 
positions cT-ickoting tactics and 
|ust how wc will move around 
gent rails 

‘ We are maki ig a bit. t ffort 
You will know wt are trying 

“The boys arc in gt od pitifs 
and we ate looking ioiwird trt 
mendously to this Australian lour 

“It will be long and hard al 
though we will not bt plaving 
quite as regulaily as wt would on 
an h ngland toui 

“We have to lairv oursclvis 
propt riv, it IS vtrv mipoi lant foi 
tht image of lest tucket 

4 oil can be assured wt will do 
iht I ight thing '* 


OOIHH aUSIRAIIAN and Test 
batsman David Hooke i* bt 
lievtd to have turned down $Si),000 
a year to fulfil his contract with 
Kerrv Parker’s World Series 
Cricket 

Hookes, 22, announced leccntly 
that hi would fulfil his three year 
contract with the world series 
orgaiiisaiion 

It had been ioiecast that Hookes 
would difect the woild senes 
whtit he had held a senes of con 
fetcnccs w 1 1 li South Australian 
Cricket Association officials, pros 
pec live sponsors and legal ad’oscis 
after his return from the recent 
Australian tour of Lngland 

fhe president of the SACA, Phil 
Ridings, said that he was “terribly 
disappointed” with Hookes' deci¬ 
sion 

* I he offer made to him to con¬ 
tinue to play with SA was most 
rewarding and above all was per¬ 
manent,” Ridings said 

“Ihe offei was the more attrac¬ 
tive because of Hookes’ youth and 
long future in big cricket.” 

It IS believed that Hookes could 
have earned moie than $'i0,000 a 
year if he had continued to play 
tor SA and Australia 


Bedi lealists he is on a hiding 
to nothing ovci the next three 
months 

If India beat Australia in the 
five Test senes, the cynics will 
muUci ‘ So they should have been 
— Austialia had only » second oi 
third rale side ” 

If India Jose, they will be con 
demned as not being good enough 
to tos< even a seiiouslv weakened 
Austiahan side 

Defeat is intolerable loi Bedi 
who has lost six of his 11 Tests 
as Indian captain 

The fear of tailiiir stems to be 
driving him tc demand new levels 
of discipline 

He has had sonic hi illian* sue 
cesses and snmt dtpitssing fail 
iites III his captaincy 

As a plavtrs captain - likt lati 
< happen — II IS said Redi m ly 
have been too soft with nmi 
playets in Iht past 

Not now though 

Ihe tiidiaiis diovt 'htnistls-s 
through two long prat tut stssuns 
in swelttring 44f heat 

Ihiv laikicd thill wotk with i 
desiit and enthusiasm iioi ilwavs 
obvious so tailv in ricint tnuiing 
teams to Auslialla 

— Al AN SHU I I 
(ouitisv Dailv Muio 


Hookes turns 
down SA offer 



David Hookey 
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Kud Marsh and l)<^nnis Lillrv inspect the projyt'S' ul ihr lavin^^ wf a new Micket 

for the Packer series in Australia. Willi them is Isii.o Itrasure, Packer's 
administrative controller — t. PI’ 


Toiling in the sun 


/^AP'IAtN Uislian Bedi and vice 
captain Sunil Gavaskai have 
nor spared their men since they 
began practising in Australia des¬ 
pite the exhausting heat which has 
ranged between 33 and 36C 

Bcdi, Gavaskai, leg-spinner Bhag- 
vrat Chandra-sekhar and off-spinner 
Krapalti F’rasanna are the only 
players who have played Test cric¬ 
ket in Au-stralia, (hough others 
like Ashok Mankad and Karsan 
Ghavri have toured here. 

The liidian-s cannot be faulted ni 
their preparation for this fivc-Test 
series. 

Each day at the camp the play 
ers were rcijuiied to do an hmn's 
physical training, an hour's field¬ 
ing and three hours’ hatting and 
bowling in the afternoon. 

For Bedi, the only, tull-tiino pio- 
fessionat in the team, the r»*st 
would have done far moic good 
than harm a.s he has done an enor¬ 
mous amount of bowling in ri'ceiit 
years. 

The Amarnath brothers, Moliin- 
der and Surinder, sons of Lala 


Amarnath who Captained India on 
their first official (our of Australi.! 
in I‘••17-48, aie tv.'o who have quick 
ly gained coiifidciice on the Ade 
laide v'ickets. 

Mohinder has looked the best 
of the paceinen although he came 
as probably the third-rated bowler 
behind Karsan Ghavri and Madan 
Lai He is strong and energetic 
and occasionally makes the ball 
lift awkwardly from a full length. 
He should give good service on 
tour. 

Stiniuler is a left-hand batsman 
who has played at No, 3 for India 
in recent Tests. He drives and 
pulls strongly 

Tall opening l)at.sinan Dilip 
Vengsarkai is an impre.ssive type, 
secure on ihe back foot and with 
a superb covci <ir>ve. Rut it re- 
niairs to be seen now often ielT 
Thomson iois him piodoce this 
stroke wi'-h his delivcies. just 
short o( a length and kicking rhin 
high. 

— Phil Wilkins 
(Courtesy: The Australian) 


Big support 
for Packer 

A Cl-EAR titajoiit> 'ol Ausira 
support Kerry Parke.i 
Woiid Cricket Scrie.s this suinniei 
the latest Herald Surv<!^,ha.s found 

A poll of 2,000 adults^ihroughou'. 
the country found -Australians ii 
favoui of the Packer series by .i 
maigin of almost two to one. 

It also found Australians over 
whelniiiigly in favdur of allowing 
players in the Packer troupe U> 
also play for .Australia in Test 
cricket. 

Asked if the Packer series would 
improve or damage crirket tor the 
public, 5S per cent said it would 
improve it. Only 29 --per rent 
thought it would damage it. 

In answer to a second c)ucstiiin. 
78 pel tent said jdayei' tiiidei con 
tract to P.icke< should ai.so he. 
eligible to pliiv lor .Austialia -■ 
while only l.t p»'r een\ said they 
should not 


II 
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AS CAPTAIN of KarnaUka State 
^ side and also having led the 
Rest of India in the Irani Cup, I 
can claim some experience in this 
field. Maybe, at some time or other 
1 have had hopes of leading the 
country in Tests 

Captaincy is not an easy task. 
And, a really good captain is a 
rare thing, unless a side is extre¬ 
mely lucky During my Test Career 
1 have played under seven captains. 
The number would be much more 
if I take into account first-class 
and other competitive matches. I 
have been impressed by some of 
them I suppose it is a question of 
how one clicks with the man who 
is your leader It is also a recipro¬ 
cal feeling For instance, if the cap¬ 
tain gets the best out of you, you 
naturally want to give your best. 
In matches, other than Tests, 1 
have a special place for two people 
— V Subramanyam and M. L 
Jaisimha 

In Test cricket the outstanding 
captain under whom I have played 
IS Tiger Pataudi. The first time he 
was my leader was in the Board 
President’s XI vs M.C.C. fixture 
at Hyderabad in I9fi2 — my first 
major season in the game. He 
took over the Test captaincy in 
difficult circumstances in the West 
Indies in 1962, when Nan Contrac¬ 
tor, under whom 1 had played in 
only two Tests till then, was in 
jured by Charlie Griffith and his 
cricketing career came to a pre¬ 
mature end I didn't play in ifae 
remaining three Tests Tiger led on 
that tour But I was privileged to 
see the making of a great Test 
captain To lead stalwarts like 
Manjrekar and Umrigar in an un¬ 
inhibited manner and with confi¬ 
dence is not easy But Tiger did 


by E A S Prasanna 


Tbla is Bnt ti four extracts 
frwB E. A. a. Ptrasanaa's at»- 
loMofr' n i h y "One More 
Over'^ far whUh 8POK1V- 
WBEK has secured exduatvc 
riidita. The book will be 
pubHshed by Eupa * Cou. 
New Delhi in the first week 
sf December. 


Captains and captaincy 


impress “Tatt" in that series, 
though we lost all the three ITests 
His personal failure with the bat 
did not affect his captaincy, which 
is a rare thing. 

The first time I played a Test 
match under him was against West 
Indies at Madras in 1M7. India, 
trailing 0-2 in the series and the 
“rubber” already lost, was in des¬ 
perate need of a good performance 
to redeem the country’s cricketing 
image. We were, thus, under tre¬ 
mendous pressure. For Tiger, who 
had not performed well as a bats¬ 
man, the tension was particularly 
great. In this Test he made a de¬ 
finite impression upon me. Never 
fussy or flurried. Tiger went about 
his business so calmly that playing 
under him was no strain at all. 
When I bowled a bad one he never 
grimaced On the other hand, after 
a poor over, he would come to me 
and say: “That is over and now get 
down to bowling. I know you can.” 

At times. I marvelled at fiie 
manner in which he was able to 
anticipate any changes I wanted 
in the field-placing I might have 
thought about telling him to move 
“cover” a little closer and drop 
“mid-on” deeper. But these moves 
had already been anticipated by 
Tiger and the changes made. He 
would come along and ask me if 
it was all right. Very early he 
made a player feel that he knew 
he alone could do it for him And 



Fatms^ o0 Jda coiheback gs CMtata at ImEx in the heme 
•erlea xgalwat the W1 to 1974 - 7 S betog h|tnduced <• the 
late FanriMldto All Ahmed, the thca PrceMeiW at India 
by asanoger G. S. ftamchand at hangalere, as Eogtocer, 
Frasamis ^«ld Venfcat IssA: on 


what is more important, Hger was 
a daring captain. He would attack 
every batsman, despite his reputa¬ 
tion, and always give hit bowlers 
a chance to get him out 

Basically, he was an attacking 
captain, and he liked attacking 
bowlers. That is why he preferred 
the combination of Chandra, Bedi 
and myself For him, dismissing a 
batsman was a battle of wits. He 
would tell us the strategy he had 
in mind and he expected us to 
bowl accordingly. Never did he 
give the impression to any one of 
us that wr would not be able to do 
his bidding This is confidence for 
you. In England, in 1967, when the 
going was tough and we had little 
chance of restricting the England 
bauinen, he did not go on the de¬ 
fensive. But, given the chance to 
attack he did not waste a moment 
I shall never forget how he sur¬ 
prised Tom Graveney at Edgbaston 
He placed two men close to the bat 
on the on-side and dropped mid-on 
deep. Graveney did not like this 
unnecessary and embarrassing at¬ 
tention and forthwith tried to 
move the fielders with some agres¬ 
sion. He holed out to deep mid-on. 
I was the bowler and Sunbu the 
catcher Pataudi also made a fool 
of Brian Close in the match. 

In Australia and New Zealand in 
1967-68, I will not hesitate to 
admit that every wicket I got — 
and I did capture a total of 49 is 
eight Tests — was virtually be 
cause of Tiger. After Chandra had 
to be sent home. Tiger came and 
told me: “Pras, I know you will 
have to bear the burden of the 
bowling. The Aussies respect you 
I am sure you will not fail me.” 
His words gave me tremendous 
confidence and I have never bowl¬ 
ed better in my life. 

Back home in 1969-70, when the 
‘Kiwis' and the 'Kangaroos’ came, 
again Tiger made no secret of the 
fact that he regarded me as the 
spearhead of the Indian attack. In 
eight Tests I took another 48 wic¬ 
kets — a total of 97 wickets in 16 
Tests. I think this is a striking 
rate rarely achieved. A lot of cre¬ 
dit for this would have to go to 
the captain. Tiger PaUudi. 1 could 
not have bowled better under uiy 
other leader. 

(to be continued) 
copyright: Bupa A Cn. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET- 


Changes in the Ibw rule 


VT wont on to MCC who, in cau- 
^ tioui vein, ai>pninted a 5ub>Com- 
nittee to investigate. The Sub- 
Conunlttee eventually reported but 
nadg no reccMnmendation regard¬ 
ing LBW, mainly on the ground 
that they thought further oppor¬ 
tunity for discussion should be 
given and that “stopping the ball 
wilfully with the legs was done by 
a very limited number of 
cricketers”. 

They obviously did not condone 
the offence, and one might reason 
ably ask whether murder should go 
onpenalised providing not too many 
people commit the crime. 

Also one might ask, why there 
should be laws to give a man out 
for: 

(a) Handling the ball, 

(b) Hitting the ball twice, 

(c) Obstructing the field. 

It is thirty years since I stalled 
playing firstnrlass cricket and 1 
have only seen one man given out 
under any of the above three 
headings. 

Why? Because the laws provide 
specific penalties for doing these 
things and therefore players dare 
not take the risk 

But the MCC did pass the follow¬ 
ing resolution, which is so impor¬ 
tant. 

"That the practice of deliberate¬ 
ly defending the wicket with the 
person'instead of tne bat is con¬ 
trary to the spirit of the game and 
inconsistent with strict fairness, and 
the MCC will discountenance and 
prevent this practice by every 
means in their powet " Presum¬ 
ably that meant by every means 
other than the most effective one, 
namely legislating agaiiist it. 

The Committee also recommend¬ 
ed that instructions be given to 
umpires to report any batsman 
whom they observed deliberately 
defending his wicket with any part 
of his person. 

They expressed the hope that 
these steps would prove adequate 
to prevent the evil complained of 
If not, they said, stronger measures 
may be necessary. That was in 
1S88. 

I can find no evidence of any 
batsman being reported by an 
umpire. 

The evil remained unabated with¬ 
out MCC taking further steps, and 
dissatisfaction continued. 

In 1901 the MCC Committee was 
convinced that action should be 
taken and voted eight to five in 


favour of a change. They called a 
special meeting in May, 1901, at 
which it was moved that the LBW 
law be altered to provide that the 
striker be given out LBW “if with 
any part of his person (except the 
hand) which is between wicket and 
wicket, he intercept a ball which 
would hit his wickei”. The word¬ 
ing was slightly different but it 
meant the same thing as the 1888 
proposal. 

The resolution was 'carried by 
259 votes to 188, a majority of 71, 
but did not become law because a 
two-thirds majority had not been 
obtained. 

Certain statements made at that 
.meeting are of interest The movei 
of the resolution, the Hon. Alfred 
Lyttelton, said that Mr. Warner 
(now Sir Pelham) had referred to 
the Australians (“undoubtedly the 


was agreed to try it at Lord’s in 
MCC and Ground matches. 

At the end of the season the edi¬ 
tor of Wisden wrote to the cap¬ 
tains of the Minor Counties and 
sought their opinions. Tabulation 
of their replies gives a most extra¬ 
ordinary combination. A concise 
summary reveals at follows;— 

(a) Against. The proposal bat 
had no effect upon altering die re¬ 
sult of matches. There were two 
unsatisfactory decisions. Too much 
responsibility for umpire. 

(b) Against. There is not enough 
in it to make it worth the altera¬ 
tion. Too much scope for umpire. 

(c) No opinion Thought it easier 
for umpires but believed mie not 
thoroughly understood. 

(d) Against. Says no help on 
good wickets. Too much help on 
bad ones 


by SIR DONALD BRADMAN 


most competent to judge in this 
matter after ourselves”) as being 
against the proposal. But, added 
the Hon. Alfred, “we have a reply 
from the Australians, received 
within the last two days, in favour 
of the proposal” It was apparently 
not an oflSicial opinion but at least 
it indicated a measure of Austra¬ 
lian,support. 

Another is that the late Lord 
Hawke said he would have to 
abandon the way he was tauj^r 
to play forward if this law was 
carried. The law was not carried. 

Mr. A. G. Steel, who seconded 
the movement to reject the pro¬ 
posal, said he did so mainly be¬ 
cause he obiected^ to the LBW 
affecting the leg side. He did not 
so much object to the off side. 

Although the laws were not alter 
ed. the Minor Conntie.s were sub¬ 
sequently asked to test the value 
of the suggested alteration by 
using it in the 1902 season and it 


(e) Against Mainly on grounds 
of unsatisfactory umpiring. 

(f) 1 think It is a good rule but 
It has not had a fair trial on ac¬ 
count of the number of wet wic¬ 
kets and becauce umpires decided 
under one rule one week and ano¬ 
ther the next (evidently umpires 
ofiiciated in both first and second- 
class matches which could certainly 
have made their usk unenviable). 

(g) Against—same reasons as (a). 

(h) The rule had the desired 
effect of stopping men playing 
with their legs. 

(i) No opinion—because trial in¬ 
sufficient and law not uniformly 
interpreted. 

(j) It made no practical differ¬ 
ence to the game. 

(k) Not a success owing to the 
great amount of rain, but I think 
It would help very materially to 
shorten the innings in a dry sea¬ 
son when wickeis get chumbly 

Publishers; Rupa it Co. 

(to be continued) 
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SCOOTER TYRE 


Dunlop K99 ensures there's no 
slip between the road and 
the grip Because it offers you 
a built-in safety tread extended 
to the tyre shoulder, plus 
stronger improved casing for 
unmatched reliability. No matter 
what the road conditions, you're 
safer on K99 scooter tyres 




Dunlop K99 gives you more 
mileage than ever before, the 
reasons being Dunlop's new 
tough rubber compound 
end stronger, improved 
casing. Together they make 
light work of the roughest 
road conditions, withstand all 
the wear and tear involved 
111 scooter driving. 

For extra safety, extra nileega 
there's just one scooter tyre— 
Dunlop KS9. 


H The Ounfop Safe Rider'booklet 

■ For your copy write to 
2 Dunlop India Ltd, 

■ PO Box No 9112, Calcutta700016. 

^uythe best, buy Dunlop tyres 
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Sports Sensations ... 5 


The arrival of “The Greatest” 


World’s Most Colourful 
S Pighler”, said the Jazzily 
painted caravan. Underneath was 
the message “Ltston must go in 
Eight”. 


The driver of the caravan was 
the unique, bouncy, colourful, out¬ 
rageous Cassius Clay, later better 
known as Muhammad Ali The 
year was 1964, the place was Miami 
Beach — and the world’s media 
were eating out of his hand as he 
prepared to meet Sonny Liston for 
the world heavy-weight title 


The flamboyant Clay waged psy¬ 
chological war against Liston 
“He’s an old man,” he said. *T’ll 
^ve him talking lessons and box¬ 
ing lessons What he needs most 
IS falling down lessons ” 


The fight started coolly on Feb¬ 
ruary 2S with the advantage to 
Liston in the first and second 
rounds In the diird i ound Clay 
was flung back to the ropes seve 
ral limes Right at the end of the 
round Liston seemed to be about 
to deliver a knock-out punch when 
the bell sounded 


Fans recalled that the odds 
against Clay were seven to one On 
form so tar, his chances were not 
reckoned good However, Clay gave 
a tougher performance in the 
fourth round with repeated lefts 
to Liston’s head 

Only a few punches had been 
exchanged in the fifth round when 
Clay went into a clinch and seem¬ 
ed to falter, even fumble, in his 
movements He kept blinking his 
eyes as if he could not see proper¬ 
ly He took repeated punishment, 
keeping as far away from Liston 
as he could as hr raised his hands 
to his eyes 

Vtliat had happened was that in 
the third round Liston had raened 
a deep gash under Clay’s left eye 
His seconds had staunched the 
flow of blood with caustic but this 
bad apparently come off on Clay’s 
gloves. 

In his corner before the fifth 
round Clay suddenly exclaimed 
that he couldn’t see He held out 
his gloves and told his seconds, 
"Please cut them off. 1 mean it” 
Tben, trying to clear his burning 
eyes by rubbing his right glove 
egeinst his face, he yelled, “I’m 
blmd ” 


“What are you talking about 
man? Are you crazy>” exclaimed 
Angelo Dundee his trainer. "This 
IS for the title — sit down and 
rest.” As he began pushing Clay 
^k into the ring, a group of 
blacks sitting in the first row 


shouted, "That white man is try¬ 
ing to blind Clay ” The fight doc 
tor therefore gol Dundee to wipe 
the sponge he had used on Clav\ 
eyes to reassure the blacks 

After the fifth round Clay was 
relieved of his eye trouble and 
when the sixth round began he 
came out strongly aggressive, dri¬ 
ving hard rights and lefts against 
Liston’s face which began to bleed 
incieasingly under the determined 
assaults 

There was some heavy close 
fighting in the ring centie At one 
point Liston diove Clay to the 
ropes, but he came smartly back 
with two powerful lefts to Liston’s 
jaw Those nearest to Liston be 
gan to see how tired he was 
becoming. 

The dramatic surprise was now 
at hand. Spectators were saying 
that the fight was now "warming 
up nicely” and that both fighters 
would have to give all they had as 
the contest grew even tougher 

When the bell went for the 
seventh round, everyone heard it 
but Liston Clay was on his feet, 
but Liston seemed to be crouching 
on his stool In tense silence he 
sat quiet, motionless — a beaten 
man 

Clay was the first to sense what 
had happened He jumped into the 
air m a frenry of excitement to 
realise that he had become the 
champion 


He began ruittiing round the 
ting, shouting at the reporters 
that his predictions had proved 
true “I told you, I told you,” he 
'Creamed, "I’m the greats ” His¬ 
toric words. 

Spectators, offkuis, policemen 
poured into the ring amid scenes 
of pandemonium — as Liston, 
bleeding profusely, sat with bowed 
head It was sensational that a 
champion should lose his title 
while sitting in his corner 

Inevitably, questions were raised. 
Quickly the Miami Boxing Com¬ 
mission ordered his purse money 
to be withheld pending an investi¬ 
gation into his failure to resume 
the fight after the bell had soun¬ 
ded to begin the seventh round 

Though no blow had been struck 
in the round, it wa. officially 
deemed to have begun and Ctay’s 
victor) was formally recorded. Lis¬ 
ten was told to appear before a 
medical board to check his plea 
of a shoulder injury 

Aftei wards Liston told reporters 
that losing the title had made him 
“feel like when the President got 
shot ” 

1 wenty-two-year old Clay, the 
.second youngest boxer to win the 
heavy-weight crown, told them, 
"You people put too much load on 
him You built him up too big smd 
now he has such a long way to 
fall ' 



Ali lands a right on Liston 
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C. K. Nayudu Trophy-—r- 

SOUTH ZONE CHAMPS 


HE C. K. Nayudu Cricket Tour¬ 
nament for under-22 played' tn 
Delhi had as usual many plus and 
some negative aspects but in the 
main it was fruitful exercise for 
nearly those who had been picked 
for camps by Col. Hemu Adhikari. 
Cricket-wise and talent-wise too 
the matches did not do full justice 
to the tournament. Central Zone 
almost gifting away their quarter¬ 
final match to North Zone and East 
Zone, after a somewhat traumatic 
experience, gaining a positive ver¬ 
dict over North on the spin of the 
coin in the semi-finals, while West 
and South Zones, on paper having 
the bait talent, settling for a draw 
with South svinning on the basis of 
first innings before consuming the 
holdms East in a matter of less 
than two and half days in the final. 

Still it was good to see a genuine 
orthodox leg-spinner, Jayaram 
Pandya of West doing well and a 
pace bowler Bharat Kumar of 
South among the wickets. There 
were also some good performan¬ 
ces, as a captain for North 2Uine 
and Anthony Andrews* two splen¬ 
did knocks for South, Srinivasan 
showing his class but a little too 
lata and Shiv Lai Yadav’s consis¬ 
tent showing as an off-spinner. 

The South Zone-East Zone final, 
for all practical purposes, was 
Utarally over and done with vrithin 
a apace of a few hours when off- 
Vtnnar Shiv Lai Yadav and Ardind 
Ayub ran through East for just 107 
runs. South Zona overhauled this 
total on the same dw with Marish 
Kumar impressing with a sound 2S 
and Madhavan stroking wall for 36. 
Arsbad Ayub was bou stylish and 
effective and Adams appeared to 


be just carrying on from where he 
left against West in the semi-finals. 
He proved a tough customer on the 
slow turning wicket and went on 
to pile up a fine century, 137 to be 
exact, being eighth out in a score 
of 333. With the later batsmen 
also weighing in with useful scores, 



Anthony Adame drfvea . . . 
two splen^d knacks to South 


South went on to finish at an im¬ 
pressive 363. 

East Zone began promising^ 
with both Pranab Roy and A. Mitra 
putting on 41 for the first wicket 
and then J. Mohanty played a uae- 
ful supporting role and they fini¬ 
shed the second day’s play at 38 
for one. On die difa-d morning 
South’s spinners, Yadav and Cau- 
tam finding their length and direc¬ 
tion, East were East of the old and 
they folded up for a mere 206, 
Gautam finishing with six for 69, 
Shiv Lai Yadav capturing three 
for 71. 

East, in fact, showed their lack 
of confidence in the semi-finals 
against North when Gautam Kasa- 
rika and Tapan Pal seemed too 
petrified to score the necessary 
two runs to take the first innings 
lead and just refused to take a 
chance, playing maiden after mai¬ 
den. They paid the penalty when 
they lost three wickets for just one 
run and the teams tied at the first 
innings score of 208. A. Roy Chow- 
dhury impressed with a neat 74 
while K. Sen scored a fluent 40. 
The bowler to impress, even as a 
captain too, was North’s Mahesh 
Xnder Singh. He captured five wic¬ 
kets and kept his team fully under 
control during the final stagas of 
East Zone's confusion. 

North Zone earlier had begun 
well and were 176 for four when a 
incredible spell by left-arm spin¬ 
ner Subir Bnattacharjee sent them 
crashing to 208. The second in¬ 
nings was a mere formality and 
with North refusing to take ai^ 
risks (they played on for a long 
time scoring 239 for six and East 
Zone replied with a meaninglais 
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East Zooet Bliattacbwjee Eaiit X«nr'e Mitra ir(ump« East's A. Mltra pulls ta 

hMa hl^ and hard Flax Bale Vadav the feace 


71 for three), then came the tos;^ 
and East Zone proved favourites 
wldt fate. 

Meanwhile, at the Universitjr 
ground, venue for the second semi- 
final, where arrang«nent made by 
the hosts, the Delhi and District 
Cricket Association were very poor 
(it la believed that the South Zone 
Manager is filing a complaint 
through his Zonal headquarters to 
the Cricket Control Board). South 
Zone after a poor start recovered 
through Arahad Ayub and Harish 
Kumar before leg-spinner Jayaram 
Pandya, in a splendid spell of 11.3 
overs, captured sin wickets to send 
them tumbling down for 176. West, 
despite their reputation and Man- 
dale's promise, were even more 
careless and were all out for 131. 

Having secured the vital first in¬ 
nings lead. South Zone batted more 
freely and Adams and Harish Ku¬ 
mar played sound knocks of 86 and 
46, and declared at 260 for six, 
some 15 minutes before lunch on 
the final day. Wert 2^one with 
Srinhrasan finally coming off, 
scored 93 for three. 

In the quarter-finals Copal 
SHiarma and Om Prakash did valu¬ 
able service fm* Central with 
k n ock s of 42 and 56 not out, res- 
pocttvelhrt ond readied 214 with 
IMtnrm Arun Kburana and ofi- 
aphtaar Mahesh Inder Sinidi be¬ 
ing the main wicket takers for 
North. The home team, despite 
soma iatelUgent bowling by Gopal 
Sharma managed to mow to a 27- 
run lead- Then without notice. Cen- 
hral Zone crashed for Just 124. 
Some rockleas batting and North 
wtm the match by mne wickets 
finishing at 98 for one shortly be¬ 
fore lunch on thei final day. 

— SW CCHIRESPONDENT' 



East Zone's K. Sen Is bowled by Ayub 
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Soccer talk - In 

Bad scheduling dents Gold Cup 


T he All-India Football Federa¬ 
tion office-bearer* should 
heacaforth be compelled to pas* an 
eligibility test before they are 
allownd .to determine the destiny 
of Indian soccer. Apart from the 
annual farce of selecting stmarate 
team* for each intemationaf tour- 
namemt, these supposed to be pro- 
motm of the game try, with their 
warped wisdom, to prevent soccer 
from spreading to centres not al¬ 
ready well establiidied. 

The latest AIFF farce came witii 
the Aird All-India Brigade of 
Corkhas Gold Cup tournament in 
Darjeeling. This Competition, held 
with great fanfare in the gueen of 
hill resorts, has been granted pre¬ 
mier status in the football hie¬ 
rarchy of the country. But, while 
scheduling annud iirs< class tour¬ 
naments, the AIFF billed both the 
DCM and the Gold Cup competi 
tions to run at the same time. 

More than anything else, the 
DCM tourney’s reputation hinges 
on its hospitality to teams. It is 
only natural that the best teams 
in the country would jump at the 
terms offered to them in Delhi 
Darjeeling, on the other band, 
does not have die financial 
strength to compete with the 
capital’s "show”. 

East Bengal dumped its own 
State to have a fling at the DCM 
title. Their regret over the deci¬ 
sion came ''niy after the severe 
drubbing they received from all 
and sundry in a competition in 
which they tailed to make even the 
semi-final grade. Mchun Bagan 
were evidently scared that they 
would lose their title (last year, 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal 
shared the trophy) because they 
would have had to do without the 
services of five players. 

But, more than Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal, it was Moham¬ 
medan Sporting which proved to 
be the most unsporting outfit. 
After agreeing to the terms and 
confirming the departure date, 
they sent a last-minute telegram 
requesting the authorities to post 
pone their opening fixture to the 
last date of the originally schedu¬ 
led competition. This was obvious¬ 
ly a move to avoid Darjeeling. It 
is now known that as early as the 
end of September, the club autho¬ 
rities had decided not to send a 
team to Darjeeling. They found a 
niore lucrative deal from small¬ 
time operators who fixed one-day 
"shows” in remote towns in and 
around West Bengal. 

Thus, the three main attractions 
ware snuffed out before the tour¬ 


nament started. But bigger dis¬ 
appointments awaited the Gold Cup 
authorities. Two well-fcoown teams, 
Vasco of Goa and Premier Tyres 
from Kerala, put up very poor dis¬ 
plays. Vasco particularly, had 
gone for "acclimatisation” five 
days piior to the tournament. In 
the very first outings, they lost 
hands down to an unpretentious 
Phuntsholing (Bhutan) team. Pre¬ 
mier Tyres were rather unfortu¬ 
nate in meeting up with the beet 
performance ever put up by Cal¬ 
cutta’s Eastern Command. 

The tournament faced difficul¬ 
ties almost from the time it got 
under way Calcutta’s Kidderpore 
Club lost unceremoniously to Nepal 
Police, a team with only brawn. 
Eastern Command beat Heavy 
Engineering, Ranchi, a team ex¬ 
pected to do well A nondescript 
Buddhist Blue Star, from Delhi, 
bowed out to the local Darjeeling 
District Eleven. In the other first 
round encounter. Behala Youths 
lust to Territorial Army. 

But in the second round, Terri- 
tmial Army was convincingly bea¬ 
ten by George Telegraph and Dar¬ 
jeeling XI went down to the Phunt- 
shoHng team. Eastern Command 
beat Nagaland Police, while Nepal 
Police got the better of Burnpur 
United. This last encounter pro¬ 
duced a lot of bad blood, because 
Burnpur were leading 2-1 wHen 
the match was abandoned. The 
foreign team felt they -had scored 
an equaliser, though the referee 
had blown up for eff side. In the 
replay, e visibly frightened Burn 
pur outfit went down. 

Two* teams given byes into the 
quarter finals d i d nor turn up 
Aryan had entered for both the 
DCM and Gold Cup comoetitions 
— which is ouite unethical, to say 
the least. Till the last minute, 
they did not state their position 
clcarlv. They were obviouslv 
awaiting their showing in the DCM. 
If they had gone nut early, they 
would have rushed to pick up 
laurels in Darjeeling The othei 
learn was Mohammedan Sporting, 
who sent a belated telegram ma¬ 
king a preposteiuus suggestion, 
llie two others given byes were 
disapnointments. coming all the 
way from the south tc get out in 
their verv first apncarance. While 
f^untsholing XI beat Vascb 3-1. 
Eastern Command got past a good 
Premier Tytes side 20. Eastern 
Command were lucky that the 
Kerala team’s goalkeeper let in 
the first goal and were saved from 
a genuine spot-kick decision. The 
army side’s second goal was good. 


hut the game would have gone in 
an entirely different direction if 
Premier Tyres had seized their 
chances. 

But Eastern Command were not 
so lucky in the semi-final. The 
Bhutan team played as a well-knit 
machine and was clearly superior 
to the Calcutta side in evtay de¬ 
partment of the game. Barring the 
first fifteen minutes, Eastern Com¬ 
mand made no impression at all. 
Late in the first session, Bhutan’s 
star striker Mini opened the ac¬ 
count. The issue was made safe by 
K. B. Gurung. 

While the first semi-final was a 
keenly contested match for at 
least part of the proceedings, the 
second was so one-sided that Nepal 
Police were made to look like a 
bunch of novices by the speedy 
George- Telegraph boys. They 
slammed in six goals, despite the 
fact that the first took 21 minutes 
to materialise. Even afteg linkman 
Subhas Roy tapped the ball home, 
there was a faint spark of resis¬ 
tance from the Nepal boys. But, 
in a -blitzkrieg between the 36th 
and 39th minutes, George Tele¬ 
graph slammed in three more to 
snuff the challenge out of Uie 
foreigners. In a leisurely second 
session, the Telegraph players put 
in two more. Subhas Roy scored 
thricc, Sibabrata Nath, the ebul¬ 
lient wing forward twice and 
Sankar Adhikary once. 

The hnal promised a- keen tus< 
sle, but the PhuntshoUng XI seem¬ 
ed a bundle of nerves An equally 
shaky Telegraph were scared early 
in the game whqn Mini mined a 
sitter. But, even as the Bhutan 
boys were taking a grip on the 
game, Sibabrata Nath sped away 
past a host of defenders and toolc 
the rebound off goalkeeper Tahal- 
man to plare in deftly. Even after 
the breather, the Bhutan team 
fought on, but a brilliant banana 
freekick by Sankar Adhikary end¬ 
ed their hopes as it went just in¬ 
side the far post. Telegraph thus 
lifted the trophy, for the first 
time. 

But it was in the fitness of 
things that Urgen Lama, nicknam¬ 
ed Mini for his heiafit, was named 
best plaver of the tournament. 
This striker wouid be an asset for 
any team in India — his ball con¬ 
trol, dribbling and shooting powers 
are wonderful. But when I ask^ 
him whether be was intei^edt^ in 
a career in Calcutta, he just nirugr 
ged it off. 

— ARIJIT SEN 
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Indian Open flashback= ."• -.r-r--:-. 

—rrt y SUBROTO SIRKAR 

A new dimension to tennis 


T tib Grand Prix meeting in Cal* 
cutta in November 1975 gave a 
new dimension to tennis in this 
country. Not only was it the first 
tournament in India played in¬ 
doors — in the newly air-condi 
tinned arena completed early that 
year — it also introduced puy on 
the plastic carpet surface that had 
won approval in the West. The 
Calcutta Open’s ptofit, but for the 
deduction of amusement tax, 
would have been around five lakhs 
of ru])ees, yet — knowing how 
whimsical the city’s sports enlhu 
siasts can be — one wonders how 
things might have turned out if 
popular favourite Vijay Amritraj 
had lost in his opening contest, 
against Aussie southpaw Ray Ruf- 
fels, who twice served for the 
match at 5-4 in the second set. 

The younger Amritraj’s victori¬ 
ous campaign gave the champion- 
ahips the final touch it needed to 
be a success, for it had die other 
ingredients in apt measure Major 
championship winners had played 
the Indian Open before, but this 
time there was a current cham¬ 
pion, Manolo Orantes, who had 
won the US Open just two months 
earlier. 

The publicity build-up for th^ 



Ray Ruffels .. on the brink 
of a huge upset 


1 >» 


Third Indian Open Tennis 
Championships, held on “Sup 
reme Court” carpets at the Netaji 
Stadium, Calcutta, November 17-23. 
1975. Referee: Siren Mustafi. GP 
category: Group A, $50,000. 

Singles seedings: M. Orantes 1, 
V. Amritraj 2, A. Mayer 3. K. G 
Warwick 4, J. Gisbert 5. J. Bigue- 
ras 6. R. D. Crealy 7, T. W. Gor 
man 8. 

Quarter-finals: Orantes d. Gor 
man, M. Cahill w.o. Mayer, War 
wick d H. Rahim. Amritraj d 
Gisbert. Semi-finals: Orantes d 
Cahill, Amritraj d. Warwick. Final 
(umpired by H G. Dutt). Amrii- 
raj d. Orantes 7-5 6-3 in 78 minutes 

lloubles final; Gisbert A Orantes 
d. A. Amritraj & V. Amritrai 
1-6. 64, 6-3 


meet was also handled well, and 
if the West Bengal Government 
took a share of the profit as tax, 
it was also to be commended for 
spending nearly Rs 14 lakhs in 
m importing two Supreme Court 
carpets from the USA, and for de 
puling 8 senior officer who, ns 
during the World Table Tennis 



Manolo Orantes . . . lest 
his best ferm 



Vi Jay Amritraj . . . ^ • 
great vlctary 


Championships nine mondu ago, 
was as much responsible for effi¬ 
cient stewardship at the stadium 
as the Tournament XKrectmr and 
odier front men. 

It was a notable triumph for 
Vijay Amritraj, and not just be- 
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cmun. In front of a packod: sUi* 
diunt crowd of at laast 13,000, be 
had the measuro of Orantct (who 
had not dropped a set till then) 
The Indian had not played a match 
for about three weeks, being ill 
with his asthma trouble for much 
of that period Against Ruffels, 
whose swinging mty serve was 
difficult to handle, he had just the 
bit of luck needed to haul him 
back from the jaws of defeat — 
luck which, eventually, counted in 
favour of Calcutta just as a year 
ago fortune had mostly gone 
against Bombay 

While qualifying rounds were 
played on clay at the South Club, 
in the stadium two courts were 
used for the earlier rounds, the 
semis and finals being held on a 
single Supteme Court laid along 
the length of the arena Yet no 
other match was as thi ilhng as 
the Amritraj Ruffels encounter 
Orantes, who despite the bulging 
muscles of his left arm is a touch 
artist, could not find his best form 
in the final though he and his 
gray-haired compatriot, Juan Gis 
bert, did win the doubles in an 
exciting three setter 

In the final and in his semi bna) 
versus Kim Warwick, Vijay Am 
ritraj displayed a remarkable con 
sislency of deep, powerful seiving 
He got in 82 nrst serves oui at 
113 a wondcrfutlv high percent 
age And unl.ke in Delhi 73 all 
his carlv opponents were tough 
and his first threr matchts aver 
aged osM two bouts e.ith Gisbert 
look him tilt distanii I lh< tngU, 


vas plaved best of three thiough 
out) as, in Round 2, had Coirado 
Bara/rulli - who'this year reached 
the top t"! in the ATP rankings 

I he iintortunate man that week 
was Sandy Mayet, whn had lu 
withdraw with “Calcutta tummv' 
\iid despite the enthusiasm gent 
lated by Vijav Amntraj’s progress 
Pakistani Haroon Rahim whn dis 
placed > • I <t I Miauei i', nisr 


round, was the player the spectO' 
tors really took to their hearts 
Another to upset the seedings was 
fleet footed Mike Cahill who beat 
Ditk Crealy in Round 2 


Other Indian players fared badly, 
none winning a round and only 
Prerajit Lall (who might have bfr 
come tournament referee had not 
Mustafi recovered in time from a 
heart attack) going three sets be* 
tore John Bartlett — truly an In¬ 
dian Opr n “regular" — at last had 
his hrst win in this country Krish- 
nan, back in the GP fray, fell to 
Tom Gorman, like him a former 
Wimbledon semi finalist Hie 
choice of Ashok Amritraj as a Wild 
Card was controversial, and be was 
seen to be not quite ready for the 
occasion, being toyed around with 
by the talented Warwick 


Warwick it was who provided 
my “best memory” of the meet 
Vijay Amritraj and his splendid 
serving eliminated him in Just 48 
minutes Yet as the Indian, on 
match point, got his first serve in, 
made an appropriate approach shot 
and took the net, Waiwick left 
him standing with a superbly-exe 
cuted forehand cross-court passing 
shot, a dream stroke played with 
1 kind of arrogance, as if tc sav 
“This was your daj, but l‘m good 
for something, toO”' Of course, 
Warwick's dav was to come, •! 
Bangalore a year later — but the 
circumstances then were veiy dif 
fereiit After Calcutta, the small 
world of the Indian Open certainly 
seemed rosy 


Next week Bangalore 75. 
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Vyprld Championship Chess 


T he road to World Cbain- 
pioa^ip i» long and arduous- 
N«sRt tvaek, the exiled Rusaian 
Gra^maater V. Korchnoi and his 
oaothne conpatriot ex-world cham- 
phM. E. Spassky, have to cross 
Aw late hurdle on that road, a 
ataradion 24 game match, to de¬ 
cide who among them will chal¬ 
lenge the world champion, Russia's 
Anatoly Karpov. 

The match for the World Cham¬ 
pionship is held every third year. 
The process of determining the 
worthy challenger for this match, 
devis^ by the Internal ional Chess 
Federation (FIDE), is complicated 
but efficient and fair. Under this 
plan, the world is divided into 
eight zones (West Europe, the 
Soviet Union, East Europe, USA, 
Canada, Cmitral America, South 
America and Australasia). Every 
member-nation of FIDE send their 
strongest represen tative(s) for 
these zonals which take place in 
the first year of each three-year 
cycle. 

The qualifiers from these zonals 
meet the following year in the 
Inter-Zonals. In the third year, the 
three hipest scorers from each of 
the two Inter-Zonals along with 
the runner-up in the last candi¬ 
dates’ series and the loser of the 
previous World Championship 
match play in the candidates’ tour¬ 
naments. The winner of the can¬ 
didates’ tournaments, decided by a 
series of knock-out matches among 
the eight players, is the challen¬ 
ger to the reigning world cham¬ 
pion. 

In the present cycle, two Inter- 
Zonal tournaments were played, 
one in Manila (niilippines) and 
the other in Biel. (Switzerland). 
The Manila event was won by the 
remarkable Brazilian Grandmaster 
H. Mecking ahead of V. Hort (Cze¬ 
choslovakia) and Polugaevsky 
(USSR) who also qualified for the 
candidates. 

In the other Inter-Zonal in Biel, 
Bent Larsen (Denmark) deserved¬ 
ly won and three players Petro¬ 
sian, Portisch and Tal, tied for the 
remaining two places. In the play¬ 
off that followed, Petrosian and 
Portisch edged out Tal to get their 
place in the candidates. 

So these six players were to be 

J oined by B. Fischm who had lost 
lis title by default in *75, and 
Korchnoi who had been beaten by 
Karpov in the last candidates’ final. 
But Fischer, however, continued 
to absent himself. This gave • a 
fortuitous chance to Spassky who, 
thou^ unable to qualify to the 
candidates from the Inter-Zonals, 
was given Fischer's place in the 
quarter-finals since Spassky was 
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Karpov 

awaits 

the 


challenger 



Anatoly Har-i-w 


next after Fischer in the wbrM 
rgnlcing. 

The draw for the quartee-ffimls 
nutches set Spassky against Xfart, 
Pertiseh against l^arsen, Fohtisev-- 
sky ^inst Mecking and Koromdi 
against Petrosian. 

Spassky beat Hort by 8|-7} 
point for a win, i for a drgw, Q 
tor a loss) at Reykjavik in Ice¬ 
land. Portisch had an easy tlnie 
against Larsen and won contmt^ 
ably 6)-3i of Rotterdam, 

la the ^ird -match, PohigBan^ 
scored a totally unexpected win 
against Mecking wh& Kwdinpi 
defeated toe former world difOl- 
pion Tigran Petrosian in a hitterfy- 
fought match by Si-S} at LucCa 
in Italy. The enmity between toe 
two is well known. The atnwe- 
phere was so tense toat they rase- 
ly talked to each other; draw itro- 
posak were made torough ffie 
arbiter. . ; ' 

In the semi-final stage, SpaaHw 
met Portisch and Korchim ipit 
Polugaevsky. The mtitch nnME - te 
finish was the - one {n EvUm in 
France; Korchnoi literally deftre^ 
ed his opponent. Thq other tot fin 
Geneva was more evmily mattoei. 
But in toe last phase ^ 

game encounter, ^assky nr^sd 
ahead with two wondemii wuMt 
ending up with a 8|-Ei acere. 

So this is the position, 
soon, two of the greatdat piiners 
of our time wiD be involved xn a 
gruelling fight. IVho will wta? 
Korchnoi is certainly the ftra^ 
match favourite and should get 
through. But the way Spas^ 
played the last few ganias- agaiqet 
Portisch, it is clear OMt he is fdim 
in great form and means bnidaiestL 
It is going to be a delightoul inatto; 
history will surely be made. 

—SIDDHARTHA CKIE 






Some people take things as they come. 
Others plan with an eye to the future. 
They look ahead. They aim ahead. 

And more often than not, 
ttiey hil the bull's-eye of success. 
We call it foresight. 

Which is perhaps another 
name for careful planning. 

Careful planning goes into succes^ul 
people's appearance, too. They choose 
carefully and well. The fabric. 

The colours. The fashions. 

Now, it's easy to see why their choice 
is Gwalior always. 


GIMUOR 


VV IVl 


SUmNG 




EZCmNOLT NSW 




TRIPLE CROWN. 
IMPERIAL CROWN. ! 
TERENE WOOL. CYDONIA. 
TRUMP CARO A IKAT Sfairting 
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'pHREE interesting games from 
the Bhllwara Trophy Tourna* 
menr at Bhilai. In the first an un¬ 
expected Bishop sacrifice by Black 
forces the draw. In the second 
White neatly refutes Black’s plan- 
sible combination In the third 
White suddenly falls a victim to a 
King side attack involving Queen 
offer. 


KING’S INDIAN DEFENCE 
White: Nasir Ali 
Black. M. Aaron 


1. NKB3, NKB3 2 PB4, PKN3 3. 
PKN3, BN2 4. BN2, 00 S. PQ4, PQ3 
6. 00. NB3 7. NB3, PK4 8. PQ5. NK2 
9. PK4, NKl 10. NKl, PQB3 11. 
NQ3, PQN4?! <a new gambit?) 12. 
PxNP. PxQP 13. PxP, PB4 14 BK3, 
PQR4 15. QQ2. BN2 IS. KRQl. 
NKB3 17 NxPl, PxN 18. PQ6, BxB 
19. PxN, QxP 20. KxB, PBSt 21 
PxP, QK3! 22. PB3 (if 22. 0K2, 
NR4 23 QB3, KRl) PK51 23. PxP, 

8 N5ch 24. KRl, QBSch 25 KNl, 
NS 26 RKl (Unclear is 26. BBS. 
KRBl 27 RKBl, QR6 28. BQ6, 
NK6 or 28. BN6, QRNl) NxB 27. 


QxN, BQSf and a draw was agreed; 
on 28. QxiB, RxPi 29. NK2, RNSch 
30. NN3, RxNch 31. PxR, QxPch 32. 
KBl, QB6ch 33. QB2. QRSch 34. 
KK2, QxPch 35. KQl, RQlch 36. 
KBl. RBlcb draws. 


Rafiq Khan-Aaron 


White: KKRl; QQl; R*s-Q2, KBl; 
BOBl; P’s-QR3. QN2, QB3, K4. 
KN2, KR2. 


Black KKNl; (^B3; RK4; 
BQRl, N’KR4; P's-QR3. QBS, Q3, 
KB3, KN3, KR2. 


The game continued: 


36 .. QxP 37. R2KB2, RKB4; 38. 
KNl. NB5 39. BxN, RxB 40. QxP. 
RB4 41 QQ2. RKN4!? 4Z QQfch, 
KN2 43. (JxPcb, KR3 44. RB3!, 

S K6ch! (Black is now committed to 
lis combination) 45. RxQ, RxPch 
46. KRl. RKB7cb 47. RB3, RxRch 
48. KN2, RxR but now unfortuna¬ 
tely for Black the combination was 
defeated by 49. QxP! attacking the 
Bishop and saving the Queen from 
dis.ch. After 49 . BQ4 50. QQ6, 

RQfeh 51. KB2 KN4 52. PQR4 etc. 
White won on the 6Ist move. 


Nasir Ali-R. S. Gupta 

White: KKN2; QQN4, RVQR3. 
Ql; BKB3; NKR3; P’s-OR4. QRS. 
QB4. K3. KB2. KN3, KR4. 

Black: KKNl; QK4; R’s-Ql, KN2; 
BQBl; NK5; P’s^?N2, QBS, 03. KB4, 
KN3, KR4. 


Black has not enough compen¬ 
sation in attack for the loss trf a 
Pawn and his weak PQ3 and White 
should have got the upper hand 
with 34. R3Q3, Instead the gaUK 
went: 


34. NB4, PKN41 35. NxP, RRl 
36. PxP, NxNP 37. NB4, <>R1I 38. 
BRS7, (38. RxP. RxR ». QxR, 
RR7ch 40. KBl, NxB 41. QQSch 
(not 41. RQ3?. QRBch etc. win¬ 
ning) KR2 42. QB7Ch should draw) 
RxB 39 NxR, QxN 40. RKRl. 
QB6ch 41. KNl, PB5I 42. KPxP, 
BR6!! 43. RxB (if 43. RxQ?. NxR 
mate) NxRch, 44. KR2. QR4 45. 
PN4. QRS! 46. QN6 (or 46. RxM, 
QxPch 47. KBl. RKl winning) 
NxP(5)ch 47. KNl. RKl White 
resiles. 


END GAME 



Black: Kc8; P’s<4. d2. d4. 


White to play and win. 


Q IS there anything “special” 
.Jietween Sunil Gavaskar and 
Shanta Rangaswamy? 

—D. V. Krishna Murty 
(Mahbub Nagar). 

A CRICKET is their common 
bond. 

Q WHAT do you think of the 
Indian cricket team’s pros¬ 
pects in Australia? 

—Y. G. Shirole (Nagpur). 

A PRETTY good. 

Q WHO has scored the quick¬ 
est 1,000 in Tests and cap¬ 
tured 100 Wickets in the shortest 
rime? 

—Arvind Kumar Tiwari (Vapi). 

A THREE batsmen. Sir Donald 
^ Bradman, George Headley 
and Everton Weekes share the re¬ 
cord for the quickest 1,(XX) — all 
in 13 innings. However, while 
Bradman did so in seven Tests, 
Headley and Weekes performed 
the feat in nine Tesu. England’s 
G. A. Lobmann holds the record 
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for the quickest 100 wickets — in 
16 Tests. 


O WHAT is Australia’s highest 
second innings score while 
winning a Test match? 

—Vijit (Ludhiana). 

A FOUR hundred and four for 
^ three wickets in the fourth 
Test against England at Leeds in 
1948. 

Q WILL you pleam give me 
the Test records of Majid 
Khan and Zaheer Abbas? 

—Manoj Joshi (Nalnital) and 
Prasad A. Joshi (Akola). 

A IN 37 Tests, Majid Khan has 
^ played 64 innings and scored 
2,651 runs, including five centur¬ 


ies, at an average of 42.75. His 
highest is 167 vs. West Indies. He 
has also captured 24 wickets for 
1,066 runs. Zaheer Abbas has 
played 26 Teats and scored 1,583 
runs in 47 innings, once not out, 
at an average of 34.41. He has hit 
three centuries with 274 against 
England as his best effort. 


Q WHO is the best bauman in 
the world today? 

—C. Purushotham Rao (Nixama- 
bad), Nayan Bhattacharya (Bhilai), 
R. Y. Galgalilmr (Akola) and 
A. R. Shaikh (Pune). 

A THERE are quite a few con- 
^ tenders and you can count 
Sunil Gavaskar among them. 


Q WHO is the reigning Na- 
tional chess champion? 


—Subodh Galgalikar (Karad). 


A MANUEL AARON. 


Q HOW far will Pele continue 
his soccer education? 

—Berty Simoes (Bardez, Goa). 


A ONE keeps learning all the 
time. 
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NORTH 


W HILE achletic ofBciaUom ui 
the capital, thanks to the in¬ 
terference from officials involved 
in AAI^ politics, continue to bicker 
the sport itself flourishes. Thanks 
first to the New Delhi YMCA, 
there was a big meet involving 
over 1,900 athletes in the third 
wedc of Octo|ier. Then a week 
later came the popular Cadbury 
Athtete Meet confined to just local 
schools. 

The response was very encour- 
a^ng with over 1100 athletes from 
74 schools sending their entries 
for this annual meet. The organi¬ 
sation, as befits a meet of this size, 
w*s vary competent and the local 
iffikials too turned up in time and 
in large numbers to ensure the 
smooth functioning of the three- 
day championships. 

This year in order to cater to 
ffie middle group, the organisers 
introduced a new section, that is 
undor-lS. Perhaps it was because 
df this that the entries reached 
staggering numbers but by and 
large the standard too improved 
ne meet began with two re- 
eerda on the opening day with 
KaawIJit of S. S. Khalta, an insti¬ 
tution which has gone out of its 
wav to popularise this sport. Ka- 
maUit, along with Barbara Ignatius 
of Cenvant of Jesus and Mary and 
Maju Oberoi of Salwant Public 
fioMMl all did batter than the old 
mark of 21,94 in the senior girls 
diacuS| Kamaljit of course going 
oMr me old record by nearly two 
iMtret. Rajeev Kapur waa the 
ether achlate to impress with a 
12.99 matres aitort in the shot 


Cadbury 

athletics 



Krishna Majumdar, the sen¬ 
ior girls’ high jump winner 

put for senior boys There was a 
rare feat in the senior boys high 
jump with the first three tying at 
1.65 metres. Tikky Singh was ad¬ 
judged the winner by virtue of 
having leaser faults 

Krishna Mazumdar, one of the 
capital’s leading high jumpers 
equalled the Intel-City mark of 
1.50 metres in the senior girls 
section while the record holder for 
the Delhi Zone. Poonam Chatrath 
now in the under 15-age group 
equalled her last year’s perform¬ 
ance of 1.40 metres. There was 
also a welcome double for Victoria 
Olu Bukola of Carmel Convent 
when she won both the long and 
high jump events for girls under 
13 


A qplendid double by Ravinder 
Shektawat who won both the 400 
and 200 metres, tying with the 
record in the latter event. Victoria 
Olu Bukola then claimed a third 
title when die won die 100 metres 
crown with a time of 13.5 secs, to 
equal the mdsting mark. The old 
record belonged to Harjinder Kaur 
who has been a consistent per¬ 
former in the Cadbury meets and 
this year she was the best athlete 
in the senior girls section. 

Towards the end of the final day 
the boys of Frank Anthony Public 
School broke their own relay mark 
in the senior boys section while 
Harjinder Kaur helped Govern¬ 
ment Girls School to smash ffie 
senior girls relay mark. 

Frank Anthony Public School not 
only produced the best athlete 
Anil Tikkoo in the boys under-lS 
section but also won the overall 
championships mainly because of 
their strength in the under 15 sec¬ 
tion Most of the credit for their 
triumph goes to their young teach 
ers, Ruptnder Singh the former 
national cross-country champion 
in senior ,boys and Phillip Bui rett 
another popular cross-country 
runner. 

The best part of the meet waa 
of course the glamour event, the 
march past in vmich 23 institutions 
took part. It was a fine show and 
Convent of Jesus and Mary were 
declared first with Mater Dei Con¬ 
vent and Carmel Convent finishing 
second and third. Mount St. Mary’s 
were given a special prize. 

— SW Correspondent 



Ptaralma Bhotnagar leading 
In the seniar gjhrls’ 

200 metres 


-A touch 

I^ATTONAL CHAMPION Manjit 
Dua lent a touch of class to 
an otherwise obscure Dr Tara 
Chand Memorial Table Tennis 
Tournament in Delhi. Without even 
exerting himself, he got the men’s 
singles title. In the final he out¬ 
played teammate Vineet Choudhary 
18-21. 21-16, 21-18. 21-17. 

While Manjit Dua held tl^e oars 
in the men’s section, young Jasbir 
Kaur tenaciously fought off a 
strong challenge in women. Seed¬ 
ed third, she first beat second- 
seeded Satidi Bhalla and then frus¬ 
trated favourite Suneeta Mehta in 
the final. The scores (22-20, 22-20, 
15-21, 9-21, 21-17) adequately re¬ 
flect the merit of Jasbir’s win. 

Jasbir Kaur has played for Delhi 
in the past. But she is not • com¬ 
mon figure in Delhi tournaments. 
Besides a good counter gome Jas¬ 
bir has a sound temperament. And 
chat's why she stands out in Delhi’s 
women When rielhi needs more 
women playeis, ii is mysterious 
why Jasbii doesn't play more often. 

Manjit Dua had just no opposi¬ 
tion in men Both Vineet Chou- 


of class- 

dhary and Manmeet Singh were 
overwhelmed. Manmeet's collapse 
in the semi-final, in fact, came as 
an anti-climax after a tremendous 
quarter-final win. Fourth-seeded 
Santosh Kurup led 17-8 in die fifth 

? :ame, when a shower of winners 
rom Manmeet Singh left him 
standing. Manmeet finally won 
23-21. 

The boys’ singlet final, which 
promised much by way of compe¬ 
tition, fell through as Manmeet 
Singh conceded a walk-over. Per- 
thiv Vyas thus got a double crown. 
He had earlier duly won the sui^ 
junior boys’ title. 12-year-old For- 
thiv, however, was not too heppy. 

"I would’ve liked to ploy and ‘ 
win . . . Getting a title this way 
is no achievement.’* Manjit Due, 
Parthiv Vyas pointed out, hod 
’’earned” his double crown. 

The BHEL combination of Dua 
and Vineet Choudhary had won 
the men’s doubles titl^ The sub¬ 
junior girls’ singles went to Ciarin- 
derjit Kaur, but Madhevi Karmab 
kar beat her in the girls’ final. 

-DEEP SAGAR 
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Southern Railway athletics 


'jrMDlA’c leading sprinter R. 

^ Gnanasekharan (Madurai Divn.) 
had no difficulty in winning both the 
100 metres and 200 metres dashes 
in the SouUiem Railway inter- 
divisional athletics meet in Madras 
at the Perambur Stadium. He clock¬ 
ed 10.9 secs, for the shorter event 
and 21.8 secs, for the other. His 
effort in the 200 m. event earned 
him the ’best performance* award. 

The individual championship in 
the men's section, however, went 
to K. Raghunathan (Madurai), tiie 
winner of the long jump (€.86 m.) 
and triple jump (14.54 m.) events 
and the runner-up in high jump 
in which his teammate Subbaiaza- 
mora was the winner (1.85 m.). 

There was a keen fight for the 
individual championship for women 
between international Anusuyabai 
(Madras) and Angel Mary Joseph 
(Mysore). Anusuyabai claimed the 
title with 38 points, four more 

Electricity board 
volley bail 

T he hosu, Kerala State Electri¬ 
city Board retained the All- 
India Electricity Board trophy de¬ 
feating Delhi 15-7, iSS, 1S8. In tiie 
final which did not rise up to ex¬ 
pected standards. DeUii, who rea¬ 
ched the finals overcoming mi^ty 
Haryana, failed to work well 
against a determined Kerala attack. 
Kerala’s Mohammed Basheer was 
outstanding both in defence and 
attack and was always a terror. 
Captain P. Thomas excelled with 
his bullet like smashes. Delhi's 
captain Gopinath and Chopra 
played well. 


than Angel Mary. Anusuyabai won 
die discus throw (42.52 m. — new 
meet record), 200m. (26.7 secs.), 
100 m. (12.8 secs.) and shot put 
(8.06 m.) betides finishing second 


Tragic accident 

cg^HERE was a tragic acci- 
dent during the South¬ 
ern Railway inter-divisional 
athletics meet at the Peram¬ 
bur Stadium. 

Andiony Raj (22), a rail¬ 
way khalasi engMed as a 
ground staff, was ntally in¬ 
jured by a hammer. 

The metal ball, hurled by 
one Noel, landed on Anthony 
Raj’s head. He was immedi¬ 
ately rushed to a hospital 
where he succumbed to his 
injury 


in the 800 m. and long jump res¬ 
pectively won by Shashikaliunani 
(2 m. 27.8 secs.) and Angel Mary 
Joseph (5.41 m. — new meet re¬ 
cord). She gained the 'best per¬ 
formance’ award in the women’s 
section for her discus throw effort 

Angel Mary Joseph won the 
100 m. hurdles (16.4 secs.), high 
jump (145m.) and javelin throw 
(27.54 m.) also, ffiiashikalanuuii set 
the other meet record, clocking 
4 m. 55.4 secs in the 1500 m. 

Madurai won the team champion¬ 
ship in the men’s event with 118 
points and were follovnul by 
Madras (91) and Tiruchi (71). In 
the women’s section, Madras top¬ 
ped with 76 while Mysore (57) 
and Tiruchi (53) were second and 
third respectively. 

Boys from Madras dominated 
the boys’ section, winning all but 
the 100 m. event in whteh Madu¬ 
rai’s Premkumar was die victor 
with the timing of 11 9 secs 




The Losers' final between Haryana and Pimjab, tvhich went 
to five games, in progreas 



The Thainaa Club wst s a'a team rctataed 
the T. A. Rama Raa MeoMcM Gald Cim 
Tenada title at Madraa Gymkhana, thm 
fhaimilnwlilp was ceodueted by the Taasil 
Nadu Temda Aaaadattoii 


Mahabala Rae presenting the trephy to 
captein af the CMcutta Port Trust tnin, 
winners ef the First Major Parts Volley¬ 
ball tonmament in Madraa 
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A range of highly-efficient, 
quality pens which excel 
in performance year after year 
Available m many designs 
and shades 

camlln 

PENS, 

JOTTER BALL PENS 
fir REFILLS 


Only Allahabad Bank 
Gift Cbeqoes carry interest. 
The ideal investment for a youngster. 

Give a gift that is worth more than its face 
value Allahabad Bank Gift Cheque is a good 
investment for the future 

* Interest payable 

4% if gift cheque is cashed 91 days after 
date of issue 

4.5% if gift cheque is cashed 6 months ifter 
date of issue 

6% if gift cheque is cashed 1 year after date 
of issue 

* Available for any amount upto Rs 1000/* 
free of commission 

* Available and encashabte at any branch of 
the Bank in India 

m 

MUHMMDBMW 




YOUR OWN BANK 

(A Governmani of India Undsrtaking) 


deiightfuiiy new 
Q economical 
for the 

festive season 


•HMI RAM BILK 
MHi.eo. 

14. Retail Subhn Road, 
Calcutta'700001 
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jMu find yourMlf ioioldi)* 

" u 

A 8 7 £ 

A 10 8 6 ^ 

You cogitate between a iledge 
hammer 'club’ and the mysterioua 
*1 Diamond’ for an openmg bid 
and finally settle for the latter 
Doth sides vulnerable, the auctioi, 
proceeds: 


5 

W 

N 

E 

ID 

IH 

P 

P 

2C 

2H 

P 

P 

Db! 

P 

3C 

P 

P 

Dbl 

3H 

P 

P 



Perhaps you have bid the 

hand better if you had doubled for 
take-out on the second round of 
bidding instead of mentioning that 
wishy washy club suit of yours 
Perhaps you should have bid 
spades at some time or other if 
only to ensure that the contract 
was played from the tight side of 
the table Any way you now feel 
you have them on a barrel for the 
magic figure of two hundred 
and who knows it might even be 
five 

The spade 10 is led — partner 
IS slightly unorthodox in the leads 
department — and this is what 
confronts you 

X 

h XX 

K 9 X X X X 
K 1 X X 
S 

A K Q 

A 8 7 6 

A 10 8 6 <> 

Plan the defence* Lets say you 
win the fiist trick and shoot back a 
trump Alright’ All wrongl You 
have lust exchanged vour niagu 
figure of plus 200 for minus 71C 
This IS the full hand 


by JIMMY MEHTA. 


will get two spades, a club and a 
heart 

Your side should have competed 
in spades where careful play mig^t 
have landed nine tricks If so s^o 
was responsible for not getting 
there’ How should the blame be 
assigned between North and Soufii’ 

The N/S bidding wouldn’t qua¬ 
lify for cudos but it landed them 
in the top spot North’s lead of 
the spade 10 was inspired and en 
sures a top if South can rise to the 
occasion 

The winning defence ts a second 
spade at trick two The defence 
must face reality and accept that 
declarer cannot be denied one 
luff in dummy This ruff should 
be given when it is of least use to 
declaier If declarer is allowed his 
ruff at leisure he gains an entry 
to dummy at a time when the 
dummy has a winner to enjoy 

If the defence returns a spade a 
tuck two, South can gam an entry 
before any more rufts aie attemp 
ted and shoot bark a trump killing 
the dummy 

I was defending in the South 
seat, playing with a new partner 


filtg'ldaifit ot th* tyas g 
«ilre of'mHius 710 for heaitt’ 
doebUtl AwMie 

The 4p«de lead ifid not come at 
my table, for which, suraljr. part 
ner was not to blame. I must taka 
all blamO for Uie foul rmuK. 

The ajjtade lead and auhaoonrat 
defence was jiMt a dream .... .a 
post-portem dream I dreamed up 
to numb the pain . . . . Who 

knows whether even if a spade 
had been led 1 would have found 
the defence m the turmoil of a 
pair’s game’ 

In practice my partner led the 
Diamond knave I rose With the 
Ace, praying that it was sinWleUm 
yet knowing in my heart of heaiih 
thm it was not I shot back a 
trump — there was no hurry to 
give partner his hoped-for ru£f. 

No matter what we did there 
was no way to defeat the band 
after the openmg lead Onl^ a 
spade lead gives the defence a 
break 

And curiously enough after die 
opening lead declarer has no way 
to go wrong 

Have you guessed who my de¬ 
clarer was’ Why Ashok Raia ttf- 
course! Who else would find the 
charmed lay of cards that was’ 
Who else could chalk up plus 7^ 
on a band where minus 500 pr 
even 800 loomed perilously closa? 
Just interchange one of my part¬ 
ner’s qiade spots for my Qiigan 
or give me a Second trump and gee 
what happens 

I’ni hoping that the K iia luck 
will l.ist out until Cauhati 
on rot ont foi m I guess we re going 
to ncid it* 


f-low much do you know? 


by HOSEY MISTRV 


J 10 
Q X X 

J X X X 

A K X X X X X 

Q 

X 

A K Q 

A 8 7 6 
A 14) 8 6 5 

After your mechaiycal trump 
return there is no defence to the 
hand Declarer plays the D Queen 
If you take your Ace and cash 
your Club Ace he has two tricks 
in the minors, a ruff in dummy, 
»>d six heart tricks If you don’t 
cash the club Ace vou lose it and 
tee titefence will collect no more 
tean a diamond, a heart and two 
spades If you duck the D Ace you 


J When shall a bully, m hockey, 
be played’ 

2 IVhat IS the weight of the ball 
in ball badminton’ 

^ If a tennis player serves from 
the wrong court what shall be 
done’ 

4 Can a golfer remove fallen 
leaves before making a stroke* 

*? In gymnastics sshat does the 
judge examine under the tac 
tor combination’ 

8 When do timeJceepers, in ath¬ 
letics, atari tbeir watches, on 
hearing tee report of the gun 
or on seeing dro flash from 
the gun’ 

7 What should be the diameter 


of the coik of a badminton 
shuttle’ 

ANSWERS 

1 At the start of the game, to 
rt start It after halftime and after 
a goal IS scared 2 Not less tfiau 
ti t> la noi mure than tobi 1 
If 'ervie from the wrong bait if 
the crowd occurs and is undetected, 
all play resulting from such wrong 
service shall stand, but the m 
accuraev of the station shall be 
corrected immediately it is disco 
vered 4 Yes, except in o hazard 5 
The manner of composition and 
formation of the exercise 6 On 
seeing the flash from the gun, as 
light travels faster than sound 7 
I m (0025 m ) to H in (0028 
m ) 


X 

X X 

K 9 X X X X 
K J X X 
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Special 

Festival 

Offer 


Save Rs. 23 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK. 
Pay Rs. 42 instead 
of Rs. 65. 


As a sports lover, a SPOR^ 
WEEK lover, why don't you 
share the excitement that 
you derive out of SPORTS- 
WEEK each week with your 
near and dear ones? 

To help you do this, we 
would like to offer a special 
discount of 35% on a yearly 
subscription to your favourite 
magazine for anybody YOU 
wish. Which means that your 
gift will repeat itself week 
after week for 52 weeks — for 
only Rs. 42 instead of the usual 
Rs. 65 and you will save Rs. 23. 

In addition we will be happy 
to send a beautiful DIWAUI/ 
CHRISTMAS/ID card with 
the first issue to the recipient 
of the gift subscription inform*, 
ing him/her of your thought** 
fulness. Fill in the coupon be¬ 
low and return it TODAY with 
your money order receipt no./ 
postal order to: 


Go places ... 

G o places in the sporting world with 
SPORTSWEEK. Bag a ling-side seat to 
national and international events, be it cricket, 
football, hockey, tenni.s. athletics or any game 
you fancy. Vou name it . . . we’ll get you there 
through our columns of in-depth reporting and 
incisive analysis by expert commentators. 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK — it’s as good 
as being on the spot In fact, make it a habit. 
You'll need it — it takes you closer to» sport 
and sportsmen. 


cut here 


The Circulation Manager, 

SPORTSWEEK, 

156 D, J. Dadajee Road, Bombay-400 034. 
Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no./demand 
draft for Rs. 42,'-. Please enter a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my behalf to: 

name -i- 


ADDRESS. 


•City- 


State 


cut here 


OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31, 1977. 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT FOR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 
■ II. I i.i cut here ' ■ i i . .. 
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Tennis 


Nandan Bai in the limelight 


W HILL the focu> was naiuiallv 
more on the outcome of the 
All India Women's Inter-State 
Tennis Championships it was 
voung Nandan Bal of Pune who 
stole (he limelight by capturing 
the men’s singles ciown of the 
Delhi State Championships, i u >i 
simultaneously with the Inter 
State 111 Delhi recently 

This youngster with a powerful 
service packs a fine solley and is 
absolutely superb at the net The 
trip to Europe this year has ob 
viuusly dune hint a great deal and 
It would not be long befoie he 
figures in the Indian Oavis Cup 
squad In the* State championships 
this year he beat both Narendcr 
Singh and Shvam Minotra, runner 
up and heliiet, i espectivelv, the 
latter match being of a particularly 
high standard 

Mmotia, a (or met Davts Cup 
star, has been in good toim in the 
last two years and ioi all his bulk 
moves surprisingly easily on the 
cour* But against the voiingei 
man he me' mote than his match 
though initidlH he held the uppei 
hand and eseti a -i (> defeat in the 



Nandan Bal 


hrst set did not luffle this evei 
smiling populai giant He hit back 
to take the second at S 4 hut Bal 
was right on top in the thud which 
he won at 6 4 

Anothei youngster to imptess 
was Amiita Ahluwalta nt Tamil 
Nadu who too has obviously bene 
hted much (torn her buropean ex 


periencf In the Inier-State match 
between Delhi and Tamil Nadu, 
she scored a maior win over Kiran 
Bedi at & 4, 7 > but was unable to 
get a chance at the open singles 
tide siiic< the Inter State affair 
between Delhi and Maharashtra 
took a long time to finish Her 
opponent in tht women’s singles 
(inal was to have been Kiran Bedi 
but thete wa-- no time for the 
urgaiii/eis to hold this match a* 
Kirnii Rcdi and Nirupama Mankad 
took a long time to settle the issue 
in (he fifth match of the Inter 
State 

Kuan Bedi beat Mankad in thiec 
sets, 3 6, 6 2, 61 but it cannot be 
called a sheck vcidirt as Kiran has 
beaten Niiupama once before But 
the wav Nirupama suriendered in 
the last sits was astonishing She 
appeared to lire easily Kiran's 
Mctorv gave Delhi the ciov<n lite 
‘earns wci< level at two all with 
Delhi winning two singlet, both at 
'he CAptnse of Rnhini Lokhande 
and Nirupama beating Anu Pesha 
wai ta in a three seller and playing 
trie hading role m the doubles 
vic'ory 

Anu Pcshawaiia in the open sec 
lion had been surprisingly beaten 
•'V (hciiv buiendra of Karnataka 
•I'tcl in the Irani event against Ben 
ga' h.id levs! t( Susan Jones in 
ihico sti» The doubles was Delhi's 
wi'iiiing forio here 


Ihtst defeats make mockery of 
•hi rankings givi n by the All 
Imlia lawn Itnnis Association 
vcluch tanks Kiian Bedi seventh 
and Aou Ptshawana thud in tin 
women s section On the perfor 
tnanvcs in the Delhi State and 
Intel Stale, Kiran Bedi who is also 
tlie Delhi Stale champion, should 
lijve been given a higher rating 
than her sister who of course has 
plenty of talent and can go far 

O'lo thing which was upsetting 
Wu' the general behavioui of the 
players in the Inter State The 
Delhi gills should leain to accept 
the decisions of the leferet and 
linesmen Unnecessaii tension and 
illwil] was Ciiated bv tie^erit m 
terruptuiiis Vs one otficial aptly 
pot It *a psych a'rist is a must in 
w' men’s matches” 

Among the otheps to impress 
was young Oita Naiesh Kumar of 
Bengal who though did not do so 
well, showed a lot of pluck and 
delermiiiaiinn Cita is the daughter 
oi Naiesh Ko'iiai, former Davis 

( lip oai 



ivtw*‘-u» Delhi tfstrt t t-er Chin n««il .•••i '•*u PA,hii««»ets 
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Junior National Badminton- 


Bezbora and Ameeta steal the show 


I^AOHUR BEZBORA and 
Ameeta Kulkarni triumphed 
in the boys’ and girls’ singles (events 
in the Junior National Badminton 
Championships held at Gauhati 
syhere boys and girls represent¬ 
ed 21 states in the tournament 

Combined Umvei sities’ Madhur 
Bezboia fought hard to overcome 
his opponent Biput Sarma of 
Assam, in a thrilling boys’ singles 
final, to win the match, IMl, 
1511 The scores hardly do 
lustice to Sarma s performance — 
he had Bezbora struggling at 1-fi 
in the first game, and again they 
were fighting neck-to-neck with 9- 
each until Bezbora went ahead in 
the second 

The girls’ singles final was a 
completely different storv Maha 
rashtra’s Ameeta Kulkarni caused 
a major upset in the championship 
by not only oeating Madhumita 
Goswami, but by beating her con 
vincingly 11-4, 113 

The boys’ doubles title went to 
the Maharashtrian pair, P Dhume 




Madhiu Bezbora 



The Editor, Sportsweelc 
Dear Reader, 

Sportsweek and Colgate-Palmolive, makers of 
Palmolive Shave Creams, are staning a series entitled 
"Polly Umrigar teaches you cricket . 

The second in the series appears on the opposite jiage 
We would like to have your views on this series 
because we'll continue this series only if you like it 
We request you to till in the coupon below and 
sepd It to us . we will be pleased to send you 
an autographed photograph of Sunil Gavaskar 

Thank you. 


4nd S Hukku, wl > lx <( ()ii>>dv 
Sanur Misra and \ssani’^ Bipul 

Sdrm<i in straiglii garner l‘>-7 

1513 However the Maharasli 
triaci girls Amec's h ulkarni and 
Var'»ln Vaidys >utttied a setback 
losing 12 15 l-l-ll 
1011 'o Manik 
kelkar of Com 
billed Unisei Miles 
and Sheela Das of 
Karnataka in the 
li I r 1» doubles 
hnal 


lituetd Kulkaiiii 

Pics: Laxinaii Poddo 

tia s KadtiiKa Best 11 (i 11 z m tiu 
gills' singles final 


The Editor, Sportsweek, 

156 D, Tardeo Road. Bombay 400 034 

I would like you to continue this senes 

Yes 


□"“CZl 


Name. 


.Address. 



Vlaharash 
ri a again had 
success in the 
mixed doubles as 
P Dhume com 
n 1 n e d with 
Ameeta Kulkarni 
'o triumph 515 
18 17, 1511 over 
Madhui Bezboi a 
iiid Maiiik Kel 
kar of Combined 
(Jniversities 

Alongside the 
junior National 
Champion 
ships rhe Sub 
{unioi c S' c n t s 
were also played 
N K Subedhai 
of Delhi won the 
Sub Junior Boys 
title defeating Ke 
raia's Joseph Edi 
son 5-lS, 1813, 

lS-11 Girls’ Ju- 
aioi runner up 
Madhumita Gos 
wami of Wesr 
Bengal prevailed 
(>■^pr Maharash 


Sanjav Melhiiti a and \ P Saiu 
of Utta, Piadcsh won the sub 
juiiioi liovs douUles tiil< out 
smaitiiig Assam s K Aihaiii and 
b Da 15-6 Is 10 while tut 
Assaim St pair I) f>o>isaini and 
Vil ivlakshnii B< ra won iht i.uls 
doublts (mat bcalini M ihaiash 
Ira V RadhiLa Bust and R Halhec 
Singh 1511 3 15 15 10 

Kciala lilted iht Narain (up fui 
the Interstate Bovs (|iiniors; 
Championships, wliilt (ombiiied 
lliilvei situ s won the hhafi Qurtshi 
Cup in tht Girls set lion In both 
thtsc gioups, Maharashtra rlainieo 
sirond platt 

Keialas Koshv MuthaiaK btai 
P Dhunu of Maharashtra 15 9, 
15-7, 111 the hrst singles It Viinal 
kuiiiai lollowed suit, cfiecting a 
vif toi V o V c r Maharashtra’s S 
Hukku 815, 15-11, 15-4 in the see 
ond singles, and the Kerala boys 
won the doubles tseni through de 
lault, a, the Maharashtra pair 
tailed to iui n up loi the game 

In thr Shafi (^ureshi Cup girls’ 
linals, ( o m b I p e d Universitie' 
Hutrish Nariman tamed Maha 
rash id’s A Kulkarni 11 3, 11 3, a« 
Manik Kclkar also easily beat 
Radhika Bose of Maharashtra 118. 
113 Hufrish Nariman and Manik 
Kelkar completed the rout bv beat 
ing Maharashtrians A Kulkarni 
and V Vaidya 15-4, 17-16 

— SW Correspondent 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 



POLLY UMRiGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES! 


STANCE 

One cannot lay hard and fast rules regarding stance. The initial position 
when awaiting delivery of the ball should be comfortably relaxed and well balanced 
so that you are able to go forward or back.,attacl< or defend with equal speed. 

ifice Sunil Gavaskar's stance 

nen stand erecf Not too erect nor crouphing. 

I crouch between feet. Front 

, ' . toe pointing towards cover 

ne,n keep a gap of |,pg (|.,g |gg stump 

leir feet; others 3 couple of inches 

inside the crease to avoid 

nen stand with the • Some batsmen stumping Left shoulder 

ting towards gully. rest their bat behind poiruing down the pitch and 

• extra cover. the light big toe both eyes on the bowler 



v:;' ■'“! 
j-’ftY'' 


Brought to Sportsweek readers by 
Colgate-Palmolive, makers of Palmolive Shave Creams. 
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Table tennis 


Saikumar’s defence pays 


I^IFTY B. SAIKUMAR displayed 
the aplomb that had gained 
him the national crown before 
while emerging the men’s singles 
champion in the Binny’s Recrea 
non Club open table tennis in 
Madras. The steadiness of Sai- 
kumar, essentially a chop-defence 
player, stood him in good stead 

Young R. Sekhar, who is doing 
pretty well this season, put up a 
spirited fight but could take only 
a game off the Karnataka star. In 
the first game, Saikumar found it 
difficult to keep the ball low over 
the net. Some of his returns were 
invitingly loose and Sekhai poun¬ 
ced on them avidly with his cross¬ 
court forehead drives that were 
lovely to wairh and lethal in 
effect. Sekhar won this game with 
his aggressive game, mixing in the 
loop to a fair measure. 

Seasoned Saikumar, however, 
did not take long to assert himself 
Displaying neat footwork, he began 
to retrieve almost anything that 
was hit across towards him. Sekhar 
drove, blocked, jabbed and drop¬ 
ped and delved deep into his bag 
of strokes to stretch Saikumar. 
There were quite a few long rallies 
that had the packed hall thrilled 
And, mote often than not, it was 
Saikumar who had the last lau^ 
in these battles of wits After win¬ 
ning the second game over extra 
points, Saikumar, maintaining ex¬ 
cellent length with his razor-sharp 
chops, claimed the third and 
fourth games somewhat comfort 
ably to emerge victor, the scores 
being 19-21, 22-20, 21-17, 21-18. 

In the semi-final round, Sai 
kumdi overcame a stiff challenge 


from former national champion 
Mir Kasim All, possibly driven to 
stage a comeback to reduce an 
alarmingly bulging waistline. All, 
despite being out of the game for 
long, showed he had not lost much 
of his attacking game. He. how¬ 
ever, was not agile enough to stop 
Saikumar. 

Ali, wary of Saikumar’s solid de¬ 
fence, did nut resort to too much 
of powerful hitting. Instead, he 
took recourse to topspin returns 
to trouble bis opponent. He bided 
his time and hit only at opportune 
moments. But the wny in which 
the ball boomeranged must have 
been frustrating to Ali. He, how 
ever, fought with grit, and his de¬ 
termination paid him in the third 
game in which he rallied magni¬ 
ficently from 10-15 to level at 
17-17 and then win over extra 
points. The whiplash forehand 
crosscourt shot that clinched the 
game was a real beauty 

Aftei the short i espite one 
thought Ali would bounce back 
with more vigour But it was Sai 
kumai who looked more rcfre.shed, 
and he won the fourth game with 
out much ado. Saikumar won the 
match 2110, 21-14, 22-24, 21-11 

One witnessed yet another inte¬ 
resting battle between Sekhar and 
the experienced G Jagannath in 
the semi-finals Jagannath, the 
wily old fox who had beaten 
Sekhar five times this year, how¬ 
ever, fell to his young rival, lot 
the third time this season. On the 
day’s showing, though Jagannath 
stretched Sekhar to five games, he 
did not look good to carry the da> 
Sekhai, on e other hand, was 'ii 


superb attacking form. He drove 
fluently on the forehand and jab¬ 
bed swiftly and his serves were 
varied and effective. Jagannath, 
the chop defence expert, brought 
his surprise forehand shot on the 
run quite a time and argued dour¬ 
ly. But it was only in the third 
game that be really touched his 
wonted form. Sekhar won 21-19, 
21-19, 17-21, 11-21, 21-16. 

B. Vidya, attacking well and 
showing an improved defence, de¬ 
feated Rajalakshmi 21-16, 21-18, 
16-21, 18-21, 21-10 in the women’s 
singles final. Rita Jain, who had 
won the Parry’s title earlier this 
season, was held up at Bhopal on 
her way to Madras and, hence, 
could not take part in the tourna¬ 
ment Local ace P. Vatsala, who 
had cried off as she was not well, 
later wanted to take part in the 
tourney but could not be 
accomaiodated. 

In an all-Karnataka boys’ singles 
final, C. R Anand, nimble of feet 
and brain, had the Wtter of S 
Radhakrishnan, a lanky left-hander, 
the scores being 22-20, 21-18, 16-21, 
18-21. 21-15 Anand's shots did nut 
carry so much of power but he was 
able to trouble his opponent with 
h i s loop shots. Radhakrishnan 
attacked with gusto. His flicks, in 
particular, were prelty good. It wa.s 
quite an absorbing match and 
helped to make the final day a 
pleasant one. 

Saikumar and G. Jagannath 
I laimed the men’s doubles title, 
defeating S. Rangarajan and R. 
Han 21-15, 18-21, 2114 

—.SW Con cspondeiit 



V •• the boys’ single* 

»-.n rev eh •mpby f'om VL H. 

k '“ipaoisiog secie*3r» 



B. Vid.»"i wiAtter of the women’s singles 
refel-'irg (ht trophy from Mrs. R. RMta- 
Vrlfl'rxr., wife of Wnny’s Special Director 
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Lanka Grand-Prix—-- 

Hashmath SherrilF’s treble 



Hashmath Shetrtff won (he siath Grand Pria conducted by 
the Motor Cycle Club in association with the Sri Lanka 
Air Force Sports Board 


M ADRAS’ 23'year-old, Hashmath 
Sherriff. India’s current un- 
disputed racing motor cycle cham- 
ion, repeated what his cousin 
herriff Dyan performed last year, 
when he won the Sri Lanka Grand 
Prix 1977 (2S laps) amidst thun¬ 
derous applause from an estimated 
crowd of over three lakhs. The 
sixth Grand Prix conducted by the 
Motor Cycle Club in association 
with the Sri Lanka Air Force 
Sports Board, was held at the aban¬ 
doned airstrip at Katunayake In¬ 
ternational Airport, 25 miles from 
Colombo, recently. 

Hashmath Sherrill, who earlier 
took part on three occasions on an 
Indian made Jawa really showed 
his riding skill this time riding 
his cousin’s Yamaha TZ 350 c.c. 
(water-cooled) machine which was 
the faste.st on the track in the 
absence of Sri Lanka and All-India 
champion Fricky Khan who rode a 
similar in last year’s Grand Prix. 

In addition to winning the laurel 
aj the Grand Prix, Hashmath Sher- 
riif, the Madras leather goods 
exporter, also clinched the coveted 
•treble’ annexing the Racing Motor 
Cycles 3.50 c.c. and the Motor 
Cycles (unlimited) events. A close 
second to Sherriff was Sri lamka's 
Raja Perera, a promising young¬ 
ster who has already made a name 
for himself in Madras, Bangalore 
and Bombay. Perera rode a Yama¬ 
ha TD 250 c.c. motor cycle in -ill 
the events to trail Sherriff. How¬ 
ever, the fastest lap time of the 
Grand Prix went to plucky young 
Raja Perera, whose time was one 
minute 31.2 seconds on the iwo- 
mile track. 


Originally, the meet was to be 
highlighted with several entries 
from East Africa, Singapore, Ma¬ 
laysia and India, but only India 
obliged and that too with a four- 
man team — three motor cyclists 
and one driver for the Grand Prix. 
The 1965 Grand Prix saw the full 
complement of Indian drivers and 
motor cyclists. Such popular names 
as the Maharaja of Gondal, Nasir 
Hoosein from Bombay and Suresb 
Naik failed to grace the track due 
to unlimited costs of freight of 
getting their vehicles across the 
Falk Strait. 

Sri Lanka’s own champion, David 
Pieris, a driver of international 
tame, did not take part in the 
Grand Prix for cars. This is the 
«<*$t time <hat Pieris has cried off 
after his roaring success at Bom¬ 
bay in the All-India championships 
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at Juhu last year. In the absence 
of Pieris’ (Formula 1 type rater) 
which blistered the track last year 
and the highly modified racers of 
Gondal, Hoosein and Naik, the 
Grand Prix was won by Leslie N. 
de Silva in a conveiuion.'il Austin 
Mini Cooper 1275 c.c. despite 
severe opposition from Donald 
Fernando and Gamir.i Munasinghc 
driving the latest Jagua^rs. The 
cnly Indian challengei ' for the 
Grand Prix scheduled to take part 
is Darayus Bhathena. but he too 
could not get his car across in 
time for the even*. 

lliere is full of hope among the 
motor racing enthusiasts that the 
present government will do every¬ 
thing possible so that the sport 
may flourish. At the farewell din¬ 
ner and prize distribution which 


SPORTING SAM . . 


was attended by the Deputy Minis 
ter of Sports, Mr. Edwin Tilleke- 
ratne, it was reiterated that the 
Ministry of Sports would allow 
motor car and spare parts impor¬ 
ters regular quotas so that racing 
riders and drivers would be in a 
much better position to have their 
machines in readiness before a 
meet of this magnitude. 

A.S an added attraction the orga¬ 
nisers inaugurated a stock car race 
for women film stars which ap¬ 
peared to be most popular. But 
Malini Fonseka ‘queen of the local 
screen’ was tipped to win this 
event, but she had to be satisfied 
with second place giving way to 
Romilla Amarasekera. However, 
Malini clinched the fastest lap time 
of the day in the women’s event. 

—CHRISTIE SENEVIRATNE 







A LOT of peopltt hjv« been wurt- 

^ derinK who in being sent by 
All Indie Radio to Australia 
this year to broadcast the Test 
Commentaries. 

bo, the other day, when 1 was 
passing by the office of AIR, I 
decided -to go in and find out 
for myself The receptiorist 
directed me to the cabin ot the 
officer in charge of c t i c k e r 
commentaries. 

The officer was sitting behind a 
lot of files, like all government 
servants. On the walls were 
photographs of information and 
broadcasting ministers, past and 
present, and well-known former 
cricket commentators. 

I told him: “I am sorry to take up 
your time, but tike a lot of other 
people I have been wondering 
who you are sending to Australia 
this year. If you will let me 
know, I wilt be obliged." 

The officer called in his secretary 
and instructed him to fetch the 
1977-78 ci icket commentators 
(foreign) file 

After the file was brought, he 
read through it and told me: 
"This year, as per the recom¬ 
mendation of our advisory board, 
we are not sending any com- 
mentaWs. Instead, we are send 
iitg a computer machine.” 

I said: “That is very interesting. 
Please, could 1 have some de 
tails of this machine?” 



“t do not see why not, theie is iin 
secret about »t." said the ofllcer 
“The computei ha !>een special 
ly designed by <iui leading srien 
tists and it has been fed with 
memory tapre tf »H oui leading 
comrtientatoi s wnJ totuuu s />! 
Woild of Ciickft " 

From the tight hand tioitum dia 
wet of the desk, hr thru took 
out a conipaci httie tnacliinc. 
with a row ot borons and show 
“d It to me 

• Very good," I said “What are all 
these bu'Ions fo’ 

This one,” he said, pointing lo 
the til t huitoii. ' iili.o piesscd 
tvill gist- vou til, tout ol \ii.int 
Setalvad. Anv local \us'ialian 
can press the button and Sctal 
vad will come on the ait and 
start descithing the game" 
“Veiy clever,” 1 said 

“Yes,” said the oflicial, “and it you 
press this button, you will get 
Pearson Suiita talking in bis 
English accent. And this button 


will get you Suresh Saraiya, try¬ 
ing to talk like Setalvad or Su 
fits, depending on who has 
spoken last.” 

“I can well imagine that," I said 
“And what is this green button?” 

"Oh, that,” said the officer, “is the 
signal for Vijay Merchant to 
come on and give details on 
what happened in the previous 
Tests between Australia and 
India, Austi aha and England, 
India and England, West Indies 
and Australia, etc. ” 

"Always vety interesting," I said 

' And this button," said the official, 
pointing to another button 
placed in a panel above the rest 
of the buttons, “gives you the 
expert The expert in this com¬ 
puter is Lala Amarnath. so he 
will (lime on the air and give 
vou a force ast of what is to hap 
pen during the rest of the day 
and the rest of the match ” 

“Fine," 1 said 

Itiis hutt>ii, biingc hohbv 1 alvai 
khan, always u lasounte with 
our listeners He will tell you, ‘1 
told you so’,” said the official. 

1 said “You have not told me 
about this button ai the end of 
the panel “ 

“Oh, that” said Mu- official, “that 
IS for Anand]! Dosa to give the 
statistics " 



Q IXTEEN-YEAR-OLD Geeti Tha 
dani is the junior girls Natio¬ 
nal TAble Tennis champion. Though 
the No. 1 today, she does not see 
herself playing for the country in 
the near rature. 

Geeti, who has an inclination 
toward sports, took special inter¬ 
est in table tennis, since there 
were Adequate facilities for the 
game, at die National Stadium. At 
13, she first started playing, and 
is one of the top players in the 
country today. 

Her rise to the top has been 
Ipadual Competing foi the first 
time in local tournaments, in 1974, 
she gained tremendous experience. 
In only a few months she went on 
to win the Delhi State title for 
girls, and continued to hold it for 
another two years 

In 1976 she went on to complete 
a double by winning the girls’ and 
women’s Delhi State titles. This 
year. In the senior section, she 
lost to Rita Jain, a former junior 
national champion, in the finals. 
Geeli feels that the standard of 
table tennis is extremely low due 
to d lack »f competition. 

While stilt at school in Convent 


Geeti Thadani 



of Jesus and Maiy (De'lhi), she 
played her first Naiionals, in 1974, 
at Indore, with no success The 
next yeat, at Jaipur, she lost in 
the quarter-findls of the Nationals 
Her progress continued and at 
Allahabad, in 1976, she won the 
girls’ singles National ciown Her 
performance in the team event, 
also helped Delhi finish second, 
behind Assam, in the girls’ team 
event 

While there are quite a few 
people who have helped Geeti, she 
singles out I’ankaj Butalia for spe- 
rial mention. It was at the coach¬ 
ing camp under him, in 1975, that 
she learnt much. F.ver since, he 
has been guiding her. At present 
she feels that her movements are 
slow, and she must overcome this 
obstacle to foster her game. She 
is also working on mastering the 
top-spin and strengthening her 
backhand strokes 

Soft-spoken and modest, Geeti 
advocates that greater importance 
be given to the players, as it is they 
who will bring fame and glory to 
the country. 

—RUMIF. J. CAZDAR 
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No packing 

YN 1967 Pelham Booka Limited 
published a book "Cricket, The 
Great Ones", edited by John 
Arlotr. 

The first chapter is by K. A. 
Thomson on the great W. G. Grace. 
At the fag end of the doctor’s fa¬ 
bulous career he and Billy Mur¬ 
doch were asked to manage a new 
club at the Crystal Palance. 


V T ia sad to aae the dirty state of 
^ affairs prevailing in the com* 
plete sports administration in our 
country. The result it the steep 
fall of India’s name in toe sports 
world. 

— A. Thakore (Bombay). 

Deplorable 

VT is sad that no hockey Test 
■ match against Holland and Eng¬ 
land has been marked for the nur¬ 
series of hockey, Punjab and U.P. 
This attitude of the IHF it 
deplorable. 

— Sanjeet Singh (New Delhi). 

Inexplicable 

yT seems inexplicable that for 
every overseas tour, a different 
Indian soccer team is chosen. It 
this not a whimsical attitude of 
our national selectors? 

— Jyoti Chatterjee (Giridih). 


This is what Thomson has to say 
about the outcome of the venture, 
“. . . WG as the game's father- 
figure could call on virtually any 
eminent cricketer to play for him; 
he could indeed have produced a 
magnificent Test team from among 
his guest artists. 

"Despite the excellent cricket 
that was often played in the ex¬ 
periment field ... tor a reason 
more understandable today: namely 
that people will not faithfully 
"follow” a non-competitive team, 
however attractive because the 
spur of real conflict is missing". 

If it was *rue then, I do not see. 
Packer's or Evans’ or any other 
circus pulling it eff today. 

— K. K. Vaidya (Orissa). 

Best General 


Pleased 

I WAS pleased to see the beauti¬ 
ful addition to SPORTSWEEK 
(Polly Umrigar teaches you cric¬ 
ket). This will improve many 
young enthusiasts’ game, for It 
gives a complete explanation of 
the art of cricket and will also be 
quite economising because cricket 
books are very expensive. 

— Sunil Reskar (Bombay). 

Good job 

np HK column 'Unsportingly yours’ 
by Sharad Kotnis makes inte¬ 
resting reading. He is doing a good 
job of exposing the tyranny inflic¬ 
ted upon sports in o.ur country. 
This has been a wise step taken by 
SPORTSWEEK and I sincerely 
hope that this column continues. 

— Sanjai Banerji (Cochin). 


S IMPSON’S recall as captain in¬ 
dicates that the Austt aliens 
have hunted out their best General 
to lead a bunch of raw recruits 
and are certainly looking towards 
the future. Similarly, it would be 
sensible if our selectors recall 
tome of our old guards viz. Wade- 
kar, Palaudi and others to streng¬ 
then our middle order which has 
weakened considerably. 

— U. B. Rainkar (Pampi). 

Tough 

B eating Australia on their own 
aoil is a tough proposition. 
Bedi’s team faces a difficult task, 
in that besides trying to win 
matches, they must also change 
toe poor image of Indian cricket 
reaufting from previous tours. All 
in all, both teams stand an equal 
chances of winning the series. 

— S. K. Ghosh (Calcutta). 


Witty 

USYBEE’S column is really 
witty. I know all readers of 
SPORTSWEEK enjoy his humour 
and his marvellous way of writing. 

— A. Meera (Tiruppur). 

Magnificent 

Y our July-September issue -tf 
WORLD OF CRICKET is 
magnificent. Geoff Boycott deser¬ 
ves the cover. The articles, photo¬ 
graphs and statistics are very 
useful. 

— P. N. Jasani (Gondia). 

Congrats 

C ONGRATULATIONS to the 
bridge team who put India on 
top in the 21st Far East Bridge 
Tournament, recently concluded in 
Manila. 

— Z. A. Latif (Bombay). 


BRIEFLY... 

I’^EOFF BOYCOTT was reflected 
captain of the Yorkshire Cric¬ 
ket Club. It will be his eight yocr 
in charge. The committee^ choke 
wea unanimous. Former England 
Test wkketkeeper Don Brennan, 
who had said he would oppose the 
election, was abroad on a business 
trip. Afterwards the club said 
Brennan had resigned from the 
selection committee. 


^HE Indian Autmnotlve Racing 
* Club will hold an open rally in 
December, toe starting point being 
the Raymond Woollen Mills. Poki- 
ran Road No. 1, Thane. The accent 
will be on driving and not the 
ability to find roads. Navivition is 
confined to time/distance calcula¬ 
tions in the main. The event is for 
cars and motor cycles and is not 
suitable for scooters. Entries to 
reach the lARC at Liberty Bldg., 
Second floor. Marine Lines, Bom¬ 
bay (Phone No. 293899>. close on 
November 29 at 4 p-m. and will be 
limited to 40. 


'V'HE Qantas cricket team from 
* Australia played friendly mat¬ 
ches in Bombay. The touring side 
won against CCI and Airdndia. 
while in the other match Air-India 
defeated Qantas. Brief scores: Air- 
India: 138 beat Mr. Odwer’t XI129. 
Qantas Airways 103 in 33.5 overs 
heat Air-India 95 for 8 in 40 overs. 
Qantas Airways 111 for 5 in 33.4 
overs hint CCI 110 for 6 in 40 
overs. 

'V^HE 1977 Mahindrs Cup Inter- 
^ Office Squash tournament and 
the Sah & Sanghi individuals event 
will be concurrently held at the 
CCI Squash Courts from Decem¬ 
ber 11 to 18. The Sab ic Sanghi 
event will this year be restricted 
to office staff only. 

Entries may be forwarded to 
Ghulam Mohammed, Automotive 
Division, Mahindra dt Mahindra 
Ltd., Akurli Road, Kandivli (East), 
Bombay-400067, btfore Wednesday, 
November 23 (tel: 696421). 

VNllIA became the open cham- 
pion in the 21st Far East Bridge 
tournament while Australia took 
the women’s title at Manila, The 
Philippines, second to Australia in 
the women’s division, will repre¬ 
sent the zone for the Venice Cup 
in June, 1978. India must retain 
the title in New Delhi next year to 
be able to ri^resent the zone in the 
next Bermuda Bowl in 1979. 

I RAN refined the first place ia 
the Asian Zone World Cup Soc¬ 
cer qualifying round with a ^-2 tie 
over South Korea in Teheran. Aus¬ 
tralia were third. 
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Sensations at 
Madras, Pune 



Madras Wiiiivr Meeting 
made as sensational a start as 
the Pune Meeting made an ending. 
The opening race was reduced to 
a match when there was a diffei- 
ence of opinion about Buck Finn, 
the favourite in the three-horse 
race for two-year-olds, and he was 
finally not permitted to race. <n 
Pune it came to light that both 
Prime Time, the winner of the 
Idar Cup. and Horse Power, wh<' 
claimed the M, A. Podar Hospital 
Plate on the last but one week 
end, were found positive tor Ben¬ 
zoic Acid, a.s Great (lUns had been 
earlier in the campaign. 

The Madras incident is without 
paiatlel in India and though it 
is technically ati attempt at ring¬ 
ing in, which is a major otTence 
on the turf, nobody in his right 
senses will accept that a trainei 
of the eminence of David Hill 
would have deliberately attempted 
to have raced the wrong horse. 

The incident occurred like this 
When horses are brought to a 
centre for the first time or when 
they return after a trip out they 
have to be identified by the ofli 
cial vet. In the case of Hill’s string 
this was done in his absence and 
he had to rely on what his head 
lad understood of what the vet 
had said. Thus he was adamant 
that the colt which he had brought 
into the .saddling enclosure wa.s 
Huck Finn, a chestnut by Horaiius- 
Bee Orchis, while the vet was 
equally certain that it was an un¬ 
named chestnut colt by Horalius- 
Lulu Belle, who was also bred at 
the Sewania Stud The vet’s view 
prevailed and Huck Finn was no! 
permitted to tace 

This is the first time in India 
that a horse has been prevented 
from running because it has been 
established that it is not the right 
one, though there ha%c been in¬ 
stances in the past where horses 
have been wrongly identified Two 
English mares, White Nun and 
Fait Coun.sellor, were assigned in 
the wrong stables but the etrni 
was soon rectified. In Bombay 
the late trainer Meherjec, who is 
best remembered for the exploits 
of Red Rufus, raced two of hi\ 
horses wrongly for nearly a year 
before the error was noticed •’v 
the manager of the stud where 
one was bred. The error was rec 
lifted, the whole record changed 
and Meherjee, who was guilty of 


a genuine mistake, was heavily 
fined. 

It must be stressed that the 
Madras error was noticed because 
the MRC have broken new ground 
by insisting on pre-race identifica¬ 
tion of horses. This move will cer¬ 
tainly prevent any attempt at ring¬ 
ing in, but as cases of that mal¬ 
practice are so extremely rare it 
hardly seems worth the trouble. 

However, it will facilitate iden¬ 
tification of horses and eliminate 
genuine errors if horses are issued 
with identification cards, as is done 
in the United States. This is a 


Look 

out 

for 

a 

new 
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The 

Turfite 

IT’S HITTING THE STANDS 
THIS WEEK-END 


very practical suggestion and is 
well worth the cost that it would 
entail. 

The Pune incidents are of a 
different complexion. The fact 
that three horses, each of whom 
is in the care of a reputed trainer 
and each of whom is stabled in a 
different area, not yard mind you, 
must lead to the inevitable con¬ 
clusion that it IS the work of an 
outside agency If that is so, and 
the fact that the RWITC have 
lodged a complaint with the Pune 
detection of crime branch makes 
it clear that it is officially thought 
lo be so, it is seriously disturbing. 

In fact, now that this unwhole¬ 
some matter has seen the light of 
day one must view the fact that 
two of R. R. Byramji’.s charges 
(Track Flame and Decoy Girl) 
and one of I). P. Pandole were 
returned “unclean” in a different 
light. Similarly, it would now seem 
that the finding of an air gun pellet 
in Psyche’s leg after the filly had 
run down the field as a favourite 
was not an accident oi a schoolboy 
prank! 

The security arrangements :n 
the stables in Bombay, which are 
centralised, arc tight, but it is now 
abundantly clear that there is a 
need lo tighten Ihem up further 
It is not possible to maintain a 
24 hour watch on every horse nor 
is it ]ios.siblc to thoroughly screen 
all stable hands. None the less 
seme means must be devised lo 
infiltrate plain clothes security 
men into the stables so that there 
is a measure of greater security. 

One theory is that the unrest 
amongst the svees on financial 
matters makes them more amen¬ 
able to co-operation in these mat¬ 
ters (the Benzoic Acid must have 
been orally administered). This 
column will not buy that idea but 
is happy to report that even if it 
were so the root cause has now 
been removed. The syces and their 
employers, the trainers, have en¬ 
tered into a three-year agreement 
and there should now be a period 
uf peace. I'hat being so there 
should now be no need to cancel 
a race day, as was done with the 
Bombay November 20 day, in the 
near future. That day was can 
celled becau.se of a paucity of en¬ 
tries which was brought about by 
the delayed transport of horses 
from Pune to Bombay. 
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Right on top of fashion's bestseller list... 





See the hot shots 

of the tennis world in action... 



Grand Prix Tennis 


Championships 
of indid 1977 


Come Sec the tennis world gredts 
m dction 

Tho & I III on twins Joan Cau|ollc 
El Sn ifo Milo Cahill and Ind s i 
own Am'it a| Brothers Watch them 
vin for $h0 000 in pnie money 


From November 28 to December 4 
at the MSUA Stadium. Cooperage 

Conducted by the Maharashtra Stale 
Lawn Tennis Association 


The ace serves the power pat ked smashes 
touch play the booming volleys of today s 
power game Get your share of the excitement 
dt the MSlTA Stadium Cooperage Hurryl 
Book your seats Now 


Cl H (> ' 77 



ACOLGATE 
GRAND PRIX 
EVENT 
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The best bat In India 

made from English willow a 
nurtured In Kashmir. M 


Also available scooped, oiled—ready to play. 

SYMONDS tucket bats are the only h its 

m India wlm h are fully c oriipressed on 

fate back and both edges on an 

automatic roller machine bach bat is 

perfet tly balanced and you II find the 

same fitting of the handle because 

spec tally designed automatic machined 

Jigs control tJie splicing of the blades 

eliminating even 1% chance of human 

error Tach blade is dried at 124 % A 

moisture c ontent for perfect seasonincj § 
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KHALID ANSARI: 


Hail ^King' 
Michael 


F OTIRlll limp lucky, that’s Michael leneiia, 
winner of the World Amateur Billiards Chum 
pionships at Melbourne Net that it was luck alone 
that took this talented cueist to the ti Ic but his 
failure to win in three cailicr finals had left one 
with the distinct impression that likable Mik# tust 
didn’t have ii in him to be kinjj Well he s Kins 
Michael Teitiira ot aniatcui billiaids binkcii i 
hondio and three heaitv cheeis to him 

riierc were many who believed and this e 
iiKlit up to the eve ol his Melbnuinc tup - that 
Mike Icireiia was his own enemy No man in any 
spoil, save perhaps Ken ‘Muscles Rose wall at 
Wimbledon has cvci (ome so dose to a title and 
vet not covtied hiniscll with ‘he uitiiiiate glory 

What has kep* flu Wimbledon tiown fiom 
Rosewall s head'’ Ciitainis not class And why hid 
the hilliaicK file eluded liriciias pi isp'* Whs 
did he (nnsislentiv lost to (\pa‘iiatc Salisli Vluhaii 
in oonicslir and bus dtisei Noi.nan IVigley in intci 
na lonal louinaments^ Not lack ot class again 1 oi 
roll III 1 IS as stylish as h« is tliuii let seven liips 
to 'lit wot Id championships including time in the 
hnal, had not home liuit Was it lack of u mpe-ra 
mciit'* It couldn’t havi been that eilhoi foi Mike 
leiiiira unlike foiniei world cliunipion Wilson 
lones the epitome of modesty, has the swagper c 1 
the sell tonfiden' What the >i had hold him up so 
long' Ills' answer is Mike rei.etia hinistll 

lot an explanation it is werth ircoiding an 
incideni Miai took place not long be foie the diani 
nion Irtl for the woild meet lid up with his 
bridesmaid's lole, Mike's friends, inchidini. tbi<' 
wiitci had with a motive, teased and taunted 
him lo the point of desperation, nagging him to 
boilirg point, till he said in a huff ''I’ll show you 
all" He’s done it and we aie absolutely delighted 

1 citcira’s victory is lertuinly cause for national 
lejniiiiig Let us not he thuihsh in iiiknowledging 
this fact, as we were in the case of Wilson lones, 
who also won the woild billiards title not once but 
twice yet nevei saw halt the gleiy that U'ssei Iigl s 
have known in the moio glamoious sports Wli Ji 
billiaids may not bt everyone’s cup ol tea, Iti le 
not be slow fn raising a toast to ‘King’ Michael 
Foneira Cheers, Mike 
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Indians Down Under ■■■■ 

What a streak — 


wow, IT’S 8 


by DICKY RUTNAGUR 


t N an unprecedented How of suc- 
“■ cessive victories, India delivered 
J.he coup de grace before the first 
Test match, when they completely 
subdued Sheffield Shield leaders 
Queensland by the huge margin of 
an innings and 123 runs. 

Twice in a day, Bedi and Chan¬ 
drasekhar tormented Queen.sland’s 
batsmen, to enable India to bag 
IH wickets, in an enthralling dis- 
;»Liy of cricket’s finest .spin ,'ittack. 


Batting first on an easy-paced 
wicket, India piled up an enter¬ 
prising 3S3 for 8 at stumps on the 
opening day. The Indian batsmen, 
in their first encounter with Jeff 
Thomson shared admirably — the 
runs are proof of that while Thom¬ 
son claimed the wickets of Chati- 
han, Vengsarkar and Patel. 

A disturbing feature for Thom¬ 


son — and the Australians gener¬ 
ally —- must be his inability to 
find his rhythm ^and his conse¬ 
quent no-balling 13 times for over¬ 
stepping. 

In India’s score of 353 for 8 — 
which incidentally is the highest 
by any team against Queensland 
this season — Vengsarkar, Patel, 
Mankad and Kirmani claimed the 
batting honours with scores of 
over w). But only Mankad's inn¬ 
ings was without blemish, until he 
played uppishly for a catch to 
Maclean. 

Viswanath, while batting for 90 
minutes to make 29 runs, looked 
in good form, but blundered as 
he attempted to cut a wide ball, 
succeeding only in edging a simple 
catch to Kallicharran. 

Patel played neatly for 54 runs 
in 72 minute.s, and then got him¬ 
self out with a most undignified 
.slash at a short ball from Thom¬ 
son. 

A displeasing aspect of India’s 
batting was that more than one 
batsman got himself out after he 
was well set, either through indis¬ 
cretion or lack of application. At 
the highest level of the game, 
where the first mistake could be 
the last, mental discipline is abso¬ 
lutely essential. 

Noticing that the ball took turn 
towards the end of the first day, 
Bedi declared the innings at the 
overnight score, and immediately 
on resumption of play, had Queens¬ 
land in trouble. 

Medium-pacers, Amarnath and 
Madan Lai, struck early as three 
wickets fell for a paltry seven 
runs. Queensland never recovered 
after this unfortunate start and 
Bedi and Chandrasekhar polished 
off the remaining batsmen to rout 
them for 119 runs. 

Following on after their first 
innings debacle, Queensland found 
themselves in greater trouble, 
struggling desperately to avert an 
innings defeat which was, even 
then, inevitable. 

Again Bedi and Chandrasekhar 
bowled with venom, as Queens¬ 
land -slumped hopelessly to a 



I'hditdra , . . devastating 


o 
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A rare determination to win 


B EDI’s men have created a 
tremendous initial impression 
in Australia 

From the moment they landed, 
each member of the touring team 
has shown a rare determination to 
win, a fiery dedication to succeed 
and train haid to “show the 
crowds here that traditional cric 
ket IS what they pay to watch” — 
to quote a senior player 

And the Aussie press has taken 
them to their heart As a well 
known TV and press personality 
told me, “If mere publicity to the 
Indian and Simpson teams helps 
to defeat Packer we will give 
more coverage ’ 

And massive coverage is what 
the Indian players are getting 
Most of the dailies earned special 
“Meet Ihe Indians” photo feature, 
with picture profiles of each 
player Also special articles on 
the p'ore well known players — 
including Polly Umrigar 

(aptaiT Bob Simpson a man 
with piomo'ional ideas, is trying 
his bn to pull more people in for 


traditional cricket through his 
newspaper columns 

For example, John Dyson of 
NSW has only to store a cenlurv 
and ‘Simmo’ is reported in bold 
types saying “Dyson is a Boycott 
in the making’ And Wayne Clark 
of Western Australia has only to 
bowl a few quick overs and the 
perceptive Simpson calls him “an 
other Garth McKenzie in a two 
page picture feature 

The Indian spin quartet is al 
wavs in the news Wrote the tele 
brated Keith Miller on the eve of 
India’s first tour match ‘The In 
dian spin quartet will have the 
Australian batsman dancing, hop 
ping and moaning when they face 
them this summer 

“Iheir very presence is like s 
whifli of fresh air 1 for ont 

lelish this new spin era 

Prasanna has been the toast o‘ 
the critics Bill O’Reilly himseP 
a great spin bowler of the past 
wrote 111 ‘The Sydney Morning 
Herald’ 

“Piasanna began with such strik 
ing success that Jt is difficult ti 


believe that 1(1 yeats had passed 
since he so successfully leacted 
to Australian conditions 

“His pace is so precisely con 
‘rolled that even an enterprising 
batsman will show reluctance to 
move forward confidently to the 
ball And lhat is the very essence 
of spin bowling 

On Chandra vsiilcs O’Reilly ‘1 
expect this interesting leg spinner 
lo create lots of trouble tor Aus 
tralian batsmen ” 

Ihe Indian batsmen wcie gonci 
ally criticised tor then folding up 
‘o South Australian Andiew Sin 
cock s pace But Sunil Gavaskat 
and SurindcT Amarnath received 
bouquets from O’Reilly 

“Gaiaskar is a lop line (xrfoi 
mcr And left hanclcd Amai naih 
SI close together as the puii«'ts 
demand gives the ball a man si/ed 
thump whencvei he gets to the 
pitch of i‘ 

Sutindtr is an excitingh igor 
(US stiokeplavei but like so inanv 
le‘t handers who go for shots he 
IS sTispec on the off stump ’ 

~K M MFHLRHOMH 


ftom p 6 

meagre 96 for 8 at play’s end on 
the second day 

isalhcharran with his va''i ox 
pcnence and Cosiei and Ogilvie 
with all then limited knowledge of 
how to cope with the turning ball, 
could piovidc no resistance as the 
Indian spinr. rs made full use of 
a pitch, which was never vicious, 
but gave them quite a bit of assis 
tance 

This win was, in statistical terms 
the most convincing of the lodiaiis’ 
virtoi les It was also achieved in 
(he short! St time — finishing the 
match in just 12 hrs and 13 mins 

The scoies India 353 foi 8 
CMankad 69 Vengsarkar 63, Patel 
54, Kirmam 59 not out, Thomson 
s for 75) 

? >ucensldnd 119 (Cozier 31, Bedi 
or 35), and 111 (Maclean 30, 
Bedi 5 for 38 and Chandrasekhai 5 
for 34) 

In an earlier encounter with a 
(Queensland County XI, the Indians 
displayed an unusual brand of 
thrilling cricket In their one day 
match, India scored 154 for 1 in 
95 minutes, to overwhelm the 
home team’s total of ISO all out 

The openeis clicked again, both 
recoiding half-centuries, with Veng 
sarkar remaining not out with 71 
runs Viswanath showed consider 
able bowling prowess as he polish 
ed off three Queensland County 
XI’s wickets to hasten their end 


WHY BEDI 
WAS AXED 

nlSHAN BEDI, the Indian 
" spinner sacked by North- 
ants, was released because 
his bowling had declin^, his 
batting was negligible and 
h<s holding pour, said the 
County in a letter to 
members 



Bishan Bedi . . maulc d Queensland 
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Tennis 


The grand anti-climax 



What, anctber withdrawal . . . Tournament director 
Ghansfayam Patel takes aiH>tta«r blow stokally 


(4Tj|*[RSr, the withdrawals; There 
* are fourteen” — thus went 
the official announcement that 
preceded the making of the draw, 
last Sunday morning, for the 5th 
Indian Open Tennis Championships 
being played at the Cooperage 
Tennis Centre in Bombay. 

The “apology” was delivered 
with a rueful smile; Frankly, there 
was little else the organisers could 
have done. When, a year ago, they 
had accepted the responsibility for 
staging this Colgate Grand Prix 
event, diey might have imagined 
they were hashing an eagle. 


In the past couple of months 
they must have realised their 
“product” would not be very 
grand. Yet few (ould have antici¬ 
pated that when the egg was final¬ 
ly broken, a mere sparrow would 
trip out. It was really dismaying' 

Experience had taught us that a 
few withdrawals would occur—be¬ 
ing “part of the game.” But it was 
all in good faith that, just about 
ten days earlier, the organisers 
had announced the direct entry 
list of 23, which included 19 men 
from the first 100 of the ATP rank¬ 
ings chart governing entries for 
the Asian circuit. It was not in 


their power — or, apparently, 
anybody else’s — to prevent the 
withdrawals, 12 of which involved 
players from the ATP’s top 
hundred. 

Last year, for the fifth Commer¬ 
cial Union Grand Prix. the rules 
framed by the Men’s International 
Professional Tennis Council had 
stipulated that entries for GP 
tournaments would close 60 days 
before the start of that particular 
meeting, and that withdrawals 
could be made till 30 days before 
the commencement of the 
tournament. 


by SUBROTO SIRKAR 


But — even with their Code of 
Conduct — the MIPTC found this 
difficult to enforce, and this year, 
though the regulation regarding 
the closing date of entrie*' re¬ 
mains, there is no stricture regard¬ 
ing withdrawals 

As per the ATP's Code of Con 
duct, players withdrawing can be 
fined unless their rca.sons are 
acceptable. In any case, fines 
which are charged on this count 
are payable to the ATP: The tour¬ 
naments thus suffering are not 
compensated Of the players with 
drawing from the Bombay GP, only 
Ross Case — who has been tailed 
up by skipper Neale Fraser to join 
Tony Roche, John Alexander and 
Phil Dent in making up Australia’s 
team tor the Davis Cup final 



If it isn’t withdi'awals . . . it’s tlie rain that’s playing havoc 
with grand prix tournaments in Inm 
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•gainst Italy at Sydney’s White 
City over this week-end — is on 
*'nationar duty. 

Bill Scanlon, the up-and-coming 
American, pulled out of Manila, 
Taipei and Bombay because of 
"mental exhaustion", but in the 
ultimate analysis — knowing the 
reasons for the direct acceptances* 
withdrawals is no help to us here. 

Jim McManus of the ATP has 
mentioned certain reasons why 
players have been pulling out of 
the Bombay Open. These are not 
much different from what he said 
at Bangalore last year In any case, 
McManus, 37, is himself just a 
player and hard-working AIT offi¬ 
cer: He is not a players’ agent 

Among the reasons he had sug- 

J seated last year was that Banga 
ore, not being an international 
airport, was a bit out of the way; 
and that perhaps the replacement 
of Commercial Union—who had no 
business interests in this country 
— by Colgate as circuit sponsors 
could work out better for India, 
since Colgate represented a more 
"saleable” product. 


Despite the fart that the GP 
meet to have been held at Bologna 
this week, was cancelled, the entry 
situation has not shown an im 
provemenl this year On the con 
trary, the draw for Bombay reads 
almost — though not quite — like 
a qualifying competition for the 
Italian or French Open! 

Ken Catton, Asian Regional 
Director of the Asian-Pacific Ten¬ 
nis Circuit — on which Bombay is 
the last stop — had visited Bom- 



I 


■liu-^..... 

Ttan Gullikson . . . fresh 
from Taipei win 


bay soma six months ago to advise 
the local organisers. After return¬ 
ing to his base in Hong Kong, he 
svrote to me: "The visit was most 
useful and productive and I feel 
sure the benefits will become evi¬ 
dent later in the year.” 


What is evident now is that Cat- 
ton has perhaps no influence over 
top players to get them to play in 
Bombay, thou^ his own tourna¬ 
ment in Hong Kong (won by Ken 
Rosewall) in the middle of Novem¬ 
ber had its usual sprinkling of 
stars. 


It is useless blaming the local 
organisers or thinking of what 
might have been. The important 
thing is for India's tennis admini 
strators to take a realistic view of 
the facts. Let us face it: The 
Grand Prix schedule for 1978 has 
already been made, and Calcutta, 
which hosts the 6th Indian Open, 
IS again at the end of the circuit. 


The meet at Calcutta two years 
ago may have been a success, but 
how did It help Indian tennis in 
any way? 

Apart from the matter of foreign 
exchange spent on the Indian 
Grand Prix, the important question 
is, what return does tennis in the 
country get out of an outlay of 
Rs. 15 lakhs or so that is made for 
each Indian Open? 

It seems AILTA secretary Dilip 
Bose, who is a member of the 
Committee of Management of the 
International Tennis Federation 
(the “Lawn” was dropped from 
the title at the AGM in Hamburg 
in July), will have a hard time 
convincing Education Ministry 
officials ffiat it would really be 
worthwhile having the Indian Open 
in Calcutta next year. The question 
of India withdrawing from next 
year’s Grand Prix circuit is a mat¬ 
ter which demands serious 
attention. 

Pics: HOSEY MISTRY 



Vijoy Amritraj takes note 
of the draw 



Mike Cahill ... the 
dark-horse 



Tom Gullikson 
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Junior National Tennis 


Ramesh all the way 


T he Junior National Tennis 
Championships held in AhUie- 
dabad from November 14 to 20 at 
the Sardar Patel Stadium courts 
was dubbed by a wag as “tennis 
jamboree”. 

He had reasons to make such a 
statement. For the hosts, Gujarat 
State Tennis Association, had kept 
the National open for all besides 
the two nominated entries from 
each State. 

The GSTA also made it free 
boarding and lodging for the play¬ 
ers and parents as well and the 
entries shot up to a record 128 in 
the boys under 18 singles. With 
the result the strokes seen were 
trom the beginners’ ‘fly swatting’ 
to the sophisticated from the top 
ones. It was a strain the GSTA in¬ 
vited upon themselves. An average 
of 50 matches had to be gone 
through, in the initial stages, a day 
and me three GSTA officials — 
Ramesh Masturlal, Suresh Mashru- 
wala and N. T. Parikh — had to 
sit from morning nine to evening 
six without a break. The players 
too had to spend a lot of their 
time in the ‘rabbit killing' earlier 
rounds. 

But the GSTA’s intentions were 
honest. They wanted to do their 
bit for popularising tennis and give 
a chance to the youngsters who 
could not make the State teams. 

And there were quite a number 
of promising juniors who impres¬ 
sed. Some who could be big names 
later. But the All-India Lawn Ten¬ 
nis Association did not bother to 
send an observer to do the talent 
spotting. This is the age when the 
players’ talents can be harnessed 
for better results. The AlLTA’s 
attitude smacked callousness. 

Coming to the tournament it was 
Ramesh Krishnan all the way in 
the boys' under 18. He pulverised 
his opponents from the start to 
the finish to retain the title. Nan- 
dan Bal was the only one to give 
him a semblance of a fight. The 
Maharashtra lad, seeded second, 
however, was erratic with his 
serve, his forte in the earlier 
games, and was beaten convincing¬ 
ly in the final in an hour’s time. 

Nandan Bal claimed the doubles 
crown with teammate Chetan Desai 
when they beat Surendra Kumar 
and M. Vasudevan in straight sets, 
l^e losers put up a great fight in 
the second set when they rattled 
off four games in a row to lead 6-5 
before going down in (he tie¬ 
breaker. 



Ramesh Krishnan . . . pulverised his opponents 


Anu Peshawaria, the bespec¬ 
tacled Delhi girl, claimed a double. 
She downed Reena Einy for the 
singles crown and then paired with 
Christabelle Fernandes to ba^ the 
doubles defeating the Einy sisters 
— Vida and Reena, in a marathon 
of a struggle which remained un¬ 
finished the previous day. 

The boys’ under 14 was also a 
one-sided affair with Deepak Bhar- 


gava winning the title with ease 
from left-handed Jayant Rikhve. 
Deepak Bhargava later with youn 
ger brother Amit claimed the 
doubles. 

The girls under 14 singles saw 
the Maharashtra girls vie for the 
top honours. Radha Pandit rallied 
after being down in the opener to 
get the better of N a n d i n i 
Rangarajan. 
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The comeback kings ... 2 

Stan back to haunt Brazil 



M4nlr> UatthewH 


by JAMES LAWTON 

Part two m the series on the 

men who could still weave 

macic lone after the sporting 
public thought thev were 
blushed 

tT wds d time III (ngldiiid when 
^ It seemed you had only to 
whistle down a mine shaft explore, 
a pottery kiln or pi ess gang a 
trawler crew to produce a beauti 
fully rounded footballer 

But still Fngland needed Sianlev 
Matthews aged 41 

Never mind that Bryan Douglas 
a small 1 anrastrian with a sad 
clowns fate was delighting the 
terraces at Blackburn that the 
sublime Preston plumbei Tom 
fiiiney still had some stuff left in 
May, 19% the tall went out 
Bring Stanley 

Ihe Btacrlians a neu exciting 
breed oi footballers were due a( 
WenibJtv and dimly we had per 
ceived that they might be a 
challenge 

Until that nKiintiu oi decision i* 
had been fan to assume tha Stan 
lev Miithens had maele hi* final 
curtiiin call 

Iheit had been eht superb tinak 
of Ills puisui* of silvcrisare at 
Wembley in 19S8 when his mes 
merit feel bad bewildered Bolton 
and givi n the IA Cup to Black 
pool in injury time 

How the leasonahJe cjuesfion 
had gone do you folloyy that •* 

Ihe lealistie answte then was 
that It was perhaps not possible 
And III the aiiiuniii of 195S the 
point seemed to be confiimtd by a 
Welsh \ie1orv o*n bngland at 
Ninian Paik 

It was tiue that Walts the ban 
tarn Soccer Nation had been 
swelled by the presence of John 
Chailes and Ivor Alkhureh loot 
bailers who larely arrive on the 
same contuietit, let alone the same 
principality, in one generation But 
still, the English wounds were 
angry and it appeared that Stan 
Matthews had had his last hurrah 

But they brought him back tor 
this match at Wemblev against the 
emerging giants of Brazil 

Sir Stanley, who stil] dots much 
destruction for the Malta Post 
Office team tells me “It was a 
lime in my life when 1 seemed to 


be making one comcbaik after 
aunt her But 1 still tnsis* Age is 
something in your mind * 

‘I was as fit then <>s I had evti 
been I had protected my body 
And apart from my fitness, I had 
this expel lenee 

England wen two up m five 
minutes Matthews pigeon toed his 
fare as spate as that of an Apache 
esarrtor had opened up the wav 
with a lacerating pass to Johnny 
Haynes Vnglind won 4 2 and it 
v/as Matthew* who supervised the 
final push for victory 


innipirFei England’s viertorv 

Matthews' own memory of the 
rainy day is blurted, but he tells 
me “I know it rained for the tasi 
20 minutes I know 1 had*his pro 
blem with my boots And I know 
It was a nice game' 

Nearly a decade iatei he brough 
a hint of the old magic back to hi* 
native Potteries and the colour* ol 
his old club. Stoke City 

But It was at Wembley that da* 
in May, 19%, when we saw the 
last of the real Stanley Matthews 
It was mote than a comeback It 
was a final coronation 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


Experiment in Ibw rule 


A T the end of the 1939-40 season 
^ the captains and umpires were 
asked to report on the experiment. 
There were twenty captains in¬ 
volved. They gave opinions rang¬ 
ing from "Very good. Should be 
retained,” to “A failure,” with 
many of them giving detailed ex¬ 
planations of their views. 

It was generally conceded that 

(1) a longer trial period was re¬ 
quired so that the umpires would 
be better able to interpret it, and 

(2) the rule should be uniform 
in all states and in all grades of 
cricket in order that it could be 
properly tested. 

But allowing for these side 
issues a fair summary of the opi¬ 
nions of the captains was: 

Twelve believed it was sn un¬ 
qualified success. 

Two thought it an improvement 
though not marked. 

Four thought it made little or 
no difference. 

Two considered it did not suc¬ 
ceed and should be discontinued. 


Of the 36 umpires who adjudi¬ 
cated in the matenes and who were 
asked whether the experimental 
rule was a success and should be 
retained, no less than 30 said yes. 
four said no and two were indeci¬ 
sive. 

The Official South Australian 
Year Book of 1939-40 refers to the 
experimental Ibw law as having 
proved successful. When it was 
discontinued after the vrar, the 


official statement said: “The Com¬ 
mittee 'considers the continuation 
of the experimental rule re: Ibw 
would be beneficial to the game 
if generally adopted.” However the 
Committee considered it injudici- 
t)us to continue the experiment 
whilst their players had to bat 
under a different law in first-class 
cricket. 

•It will be seen therefore that, 
whilst the experiment was tried 
South Australia and voted a 
success, it was 
discontinued be¬ 
cause of opposi¬ 
tion from the 
other states 
which had not 
tried it and 
which refused to 
experiment des¬ 
pite the evidence 
from South Aus¬ 
tralia. 

1 think the 
foregoing infor¬ 
mation extremely 
valuable for any 
legislators who 
are trying to 
assess whether or 
not further ex¬ 
periments should 
be tried. 

The whole inci¬ 
dence of the Ibw 
law is still a live 
topic. Some wish 
to go back to the 
law which was 
operating in the 
1920’s, though 
why they should 
is beyond me. 
The whole his¬ 
tory of 'that law 
proves it to have 
given general dis¬ 
satisfaction. 

After having 
taken some fifty 
years to obtain 
an improvement 


it would seem a retrograde step 
to pot the clock bark and revive 
the old complaint. 

Writing in Wisden in 1956, Bill 
Bowes, Yorkshire and England fast 
bowler, wrote: 

"My own early recollection of 
first<lass cricket, every time 1 
bowled a ball just outside the off 
stump, was seeing Jack Hobbs, 
Sutcliffe and the rest ‘shouldering 


arms’. Without playing a shot, 
they put bat above their heads, 
pads in front of the stumps, and 
allowed the bowler to waste his 
energy.” 

Do we want to go back to that? 

Some favour an extension on the 
off side only — others wish to 
bring the leg side into the picture. 

Many blame the current spate 
of leg-side defensive bowling on 
to the last Ibw alteration. I find 
it hard to understand how a rule 
which only benefits the bowlei 
when he pitches the ball out¬ 
side the off stump can possibly 
be cited as causing him to regu¬ 
larly pitch it on or outside &e 
leg stump. 

1 have always wanted to see the 
lule extended on the off side so 
that a batsman would be given out 
to any ball which is pitched ou^ 
side the off stump and which he 
prevents from hitting his wicket 
except by bat or hand. 

I believe it would encourage off¬ 
side bowling and help to eradicate 
the obnoxious leg-side bowling, al¬ 
though the latter may have to be 
dealt with in other ways as well. 

If the 1937 change in the LBW 
law on the off side is regarded in 
some quarters as being unsuccess¬ 
ful, the reason is, in my opinion, 
that the law did not go far enou^ 
and not because it was in the 
wrong direction. 

One really needed to play under 
both rules to fully appreciate this. 

An interesting opinion comes 
from Alf Cover, Surrey and Eng¬ 
land fast bowler, who was 
thoroughly acquainted with the 
practical side on the field and who 
also had a wide experience through 
his conduct of a coaching school. 

Publishers: Rupa tc Co. 

(to be coatiaued) 
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Ueat Redder 

Spott^week diul Colqaie Palnioltve. makers of 
F'alpuilive SIihvc Creams have started a series entitled 
Polly Dmngdr leanhes you eriLket" 
fhe fourth in the series appears on the opposite page 
We wiuilrl like oi have your views on this series 
because we II ciinimue this series only if you like it 
We request you tu till in the coupon below and 
.send II 10 us we will be pleased lo send you 
<in autogiaohed phoingraph of Sunil Gavaskar 
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166 D, Tatdeo Road. Bombay 400 034 

I would like you to continue this series 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 



POLLY UMRIGAR 

TfACHTS YOU v:rick[:t a 

SUIMIL GAVASKAR 

D[ MONSTRArF.S' 


How to play: 

Not 

too much 
back lift 
the bat should 
be almost 
perpendicular 


FORWARD DEFENSIVE STROKE 

Whan to play: 

When the ball is pitched 
farther up than a good length 
and IS more or less in direct line 

between the two sets of stumps ^ close 

to the front leg 
when meeting 
the ball to 
prevent the ball 
from passing 

: Left shoulder between 

and elbow bat and pad 

should lean Keep the handle left leg should 


Left shoulder 
and elbow 
should lean 
forward 
towards 
the pitch of 
♦fip ball 


of the bat 
forward of the 
blade to keep 
the ball down 


be slightly 
bent to hold 
the weight 
of the body 


Anchor 
right toe firmly 
behind 
the batting 
crease to 


While the 
left hand 
IS in control 
of the bat 
the right hand 
should 

grip the base of 
the handle ► y 
the thumb and 


avoid, stumping first two fingers 






AUGUST Nil.THIRI>TE5r ^ ^ ^ 
BEmEEN mm ano 
englani> at the oi/al t 
batting first ENGLAN[> W 
5CORBO 355. JAMESON S2, 

KNOTT qo fNO/A R£PUEl> WITH 2S4 
THEN CHANDRA STRUCK IN £N&LANt>'S 

SBCDNt> iNN/N(Gs wrm A match-winning \ 

, ' ^ PEREOlTf^ANCE OF 6 F(^ ^ 

SOLKAk^ SUPERB CATCHplSMF^ffEO 
m \ KNOTT ANO BNCSLANB WERE ALL OUT 
TOR I Oh INCH A P/iES$£J> PDA VICTORS, 

1 V WITH ^Al>EKAR4%ANt> SAROESAl 40-. 
mjj \ WINNING THE MATCH BN 4 WICKETS ^ 
3n TOk THE GREATEST WINIH \ 

JJl _ ^ OUR mSTOK/ AHP OUR FIRST ^ 

ENGLISH SOIL.. 


Brought to Sportsweek readers by 
Colgate Painiolive, makers of Palmolive Shave Creams 
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This ifc thitd of fiiu( 
from E. A S. EritMdnniit •< mi 
lobiof{raph> “Ont Mon 
Over” for wiiich blPORfb 
WEEK haik fcrcuied rxciukK* 
rightx. The book ttiH be 
published bv Rupta A <<k 
N 4w Delhi lo th« tir*'] wtek 
of Decriufceir 


Pataudi goes and I am worried 


London wax delayed bv two days, 
toei-ause -tome asliuloger had said 
tha< the later date was mote auspi 
Clous fi.r the side The decisiun to 
delay the dcpaiture of the team 
from Bombay had an unexpected 
impact on my career Not because 
of the astiologer and his predic 
tion, but because my wife, Sheima 
was booked to fly to Kuwait on 
the same Right by which we weie 
travelling 

I hi sight of mv wife in the air 
trait somehow enraged the great 
( oloiiel Adhikari 1 ht Manager 
did not seem to realist that she 
was not going to London so there 
was no qiustion of mv taking mv 
tslft on lout Also the Colonel 
forgot that the team was originally 
scheduled to lease Bombav two 
davs eai her in which cast my wife 
would not ht travelling b\ the 


him, in all modesty, that 1 knew 
moie about the business of off spin 
bowling than the Colonel would 
evei learn He wa., of course, pre 
paring the giotind foi mv evtniual 
execution* 

I had expected that Wadekar 
would call me aside if merely in 
dcteicnct to mv seniority, and cx 
plain to me his predicament in 
selecting the team Venkat was 
bowling will, Chandra was a 
match winner, and thei c was no 
question of doing without Bedi he 
being a left aimer lint it suipristd 
inc tha* the thought of dropping 
mt canic to Adhikan and Wadekar 
vei> easily Up to the time ol iht 
West Indies tour 1 w i* rhi num 


I oifeiiued the Colonel Wlo s,a* 
Wadekar keeping muir 

1 had a chai tsith Bishar Singh 
Bedi and he told me “It I wen 
you I would rebel All that I 
could do, however was m drift 
awas and remain aloof A stage 

came when the Colonel or Apt 

would ntp* talk to ni< dt. ectiy, bu< 
send “intormation t< me through 
one of the jtiiiioi jl. Mr>- Whs 
tsasl treated like iti'- 1 wondered 

Wadekar could hast told me 
Iht Colonel mult) huve given me 
the rega d due l< ri s standing as 
a senior playci Mv worsj fears 
were runiirmed V\as it a d-‘ep 
seated eonspiracs i | iish me out 

of th< ganit I ' I !(. ihi i be 


Brain tiust lor 
Wl tout rap- 
tain \jil Wade* 
kar, vice captain 
\ enkatra 
g h a V a n and 
Manager H e m w 
kdhikari 


same flight as wt wcii So the 
fault if any was that of the Cm 
ket Board which (hanged the 
travel airangements at the last 
minute Besides even if mv wife 
was going to I ondon she was not 
going to stay with mt in the same 
hotel as the team Hu* foi some 
mssterious reason this was held 
against me and the powers that be 
<aw in this esidenct of mv noi N 
ing interested in the game 

W hi 11 wt ai rived in I ondon t 
di missed the inatUi tiom mv 
mind as being of no consequence 
But, soon enough, things staited 
happening )olin Arlutt, the enc 
k(t writer and radio lummentator 
who IS closelv assotiaid with the 
Hanpshiit Cricket Club, camt to 
mi and said that he had some 
good luws for me Hampshire was 
interested in signing me on, and I 
too, was Intel ested in a countv 
loiilraet Huwevei nothing eon 
(lete was discussed at the time 

Whin tht toui started 1 noticed 
that I was getting the odd match 
in tour 01 five Whenever I played 
I was getting wickets all right, but 
s iniehow I could sense that 1 was 
unwanted I was nevei consulted at 
all on the tour which surprised 
me, becausi I was the thud senior 
most player in the side Abbas Ah 
Baig wa' tht seniormosi and 
Parokh hngineei was next, but 
esen they weie newer consulted 11 
was the Colonel all tht wav, tht 
bus, of the show and sktppei 
Watlekai was only his pupil* 

I hen. one dav, the Colonel 
called me to his room and told mt 
how I was going wrong with ms 
bowling Why I was ‘ineftective” 
1 didn't want his advice and 1 told 


bei am spin howlei in ht side 
Now I was the odd man out Iht 
situation was icittinly embarras 
ling for mt Then, there was the 
implied s’lgnia ot hting “totally 
uninterested in intktt “a mere 
tourist' and oi e who had 'comt 
at the Board’, txpinst to enjoy a 
holidrs v/ith h s wife I pinihed 
-osilf and aid ‘Pras man you 
It, not aiiyholv irp' ntant You 
an only a 't ir't' 

Betori tht fiisr Ttst John Arlo 1 
pitkid till I f'ssiblt Indian eleven 
Mv name wa, not then becausi 1 
was supposed 'i Have i bad arm 
Sintt vnen t so told |ohn Arlot< 
this’ When I tmmpid into John 
some turn lalei ht askiti mt 
What IS wrong »ilh your arm-* 
Ihe toloml sa s that it is iniured 
Sy the wav are you not on talking 
lei ms with the Colontl?" All this 
c tine as a sho k to nit How had 


haviour iiidiialid tti« they kmw 
then guilt But they wiie nut cou 
ragtous enough o admit it I was 
not unhappy that I was bung kept 
out of thi side Wha made mt sad 
was that I was beini. trtalcd likt 
dll outcast And I iirtainly did not 
deserse this shabby triaimcnt 
The Hampshire contract did no 
come till Hugh Naturally I wa> 
not a hrsieleyen player 1 was 
thrilled that India wo Iht Oval 
lt,t and the rubl>*» . od 1 con 
gralulated one auo all I w.is ov, r 
joyed at ( handro s suet ess He won 
the match al iiust siiit,h haoued for 
India \nd to imaf int In • he wa' 
selected as a “gambit bv Iht 
Chairman of the Heltttiou Comnul 
lee* Anywav the fpiUt had paid 
oif Heit vsa* 1 Icf* i iht told 
Was It betaiist 1 wu « Patandi 
(to be e I’ltii et 
f opvright f m r < • 
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England in Pak 


—an enigma 



Mike Brearirv 


kiVjOJ «nlv Fleet Street but 
^ ” tiie whole of the country 
IS behind you," was the warm 
iaiowell given to England cricket 
captain, Mike Bi ear ley, by the 
Sports Wiiteis Association al 
their luiuh loi him last week 

Behind the candles, flickering 
on the table of the cellar dining 
room ot the Cheshire Cheese, there 
was a wide smile from Brearley 
before he depaited to prepare for 
his teams joiiincv to Pakistan 

He had talked, and answered 
C]uestioi<s, with the magical sleight 
ol hand of a batsman who appears 
to be wielding an attractively 
flashing bat and >et is really only 
playing defensively 

Bating just read through a fat 
envelope of press clippings, going 
back over the post five years. 1 
ran confidently claim that at least 
75 per cent of what Brearley had 
to say last week, he had said be¬ 
fore, in one newspaper or another. 

It would be quite foolish to 
imagine that the academically out¬ 
standing Bicarley has a limitcNl 
imagination with only a few well 
worn thoughts on the game he 
can lead so well. 

In-depth interviews in the past 
have suggested he might almost 
be burdened with too much ima¬ 
gination. Playing cricket has, at 
times, seemed to be a kind of per¬ 
sonal therapy for someone who 


Brearley- 

admits he keeps a tight rein on 
his emotions. 

This has not always stopped him 
saying what he wanted to say, 
especially in his early excursions 
into journalism. During the Not¬ 
tingham Test of 1973, when Geoff 
Boycott was run out, after a cha¬ 
racteristically unwarranted dash 
to the other end by Dennis Amiss; 
‘'It must have taken a certain 
nerve,” wrote Brearley, “on Amiss’s 
part to out-stare B^cott in the 
eyeball to eyeball confrontation. 

“1 know of no county cricketer 
who mourned Boycott’s departure 
in this way for we have so often 
seen or heard of the run outs of 
the unfortunate batsmen in the 
Yorkshire side.” 

We can be sure, after the close 
partnership of Brearley and Tonv 
Greig in last summer’s Tests (one 
Australian player was astonished 
how often England’s captain sought 
Greig’s opinion during play) that 
’owering Tony has quite forgotten 
Brearley’s 1974 commemt on 
Greig’s controversial runmng-out 
of Kallicharran in Trinidad. 

'Tt was defended on the grounds 
that it was a spur of the moment 
lespunse. But such responses show 
the man and Greig, on the cricket 
field, bears all the marks of one 


NEIL AIXEN reports the 
(hougbts of England crideet 
captain Mike Brevley, who be¬ 
gins a tour of Pakistan this 
week. He concludes that the 
most intellectual captain we 
have ever had remains an enig- 
tn% perhaps even to himself, 
after iqipearing to wield an 
attractively flt^ii^ bat while 
really only playing defensively. 


who would compete with his grand¬ 
mother for the last nut on Christ¬ 
mas Day. We are responsible for 
our momentary responses.” 

Greig would not give a tinker's 
cuss about that. He is much too 
busy, anyway, hustling for Kerry 
Packer Down Under. 

But Boycott? That's a very dif¬ 
ferent piece of pudding. Bregrley’s 
vice-captain in Pakistan does not 
chink about much else than cricket 
and he has not been, in the past, 
exaedy the epitome of forgiveness. 
Let’s just hope he never sees what 
Brearley had to say. 

The evidence is clear enough, 
anyway, that Brearley can speak 
straight from the shoulder when he 
wants to. 


Since he is a professional, in a 
game which is just beginning to 
imagine its commercial possibili 
ties, I am nor being snide when 1 
guess that he talks most freely 
when he is being paid to do so. 

Last week he commented briefly 
on whether be would have joined 
Packer if invited: “I certainly 
wouldn’t have turned it down out 
of hand. Full stop ” 

The motivator of Mliddle.sex was 
not happy about the lestricted 
field placing for Packer’s version 
of cricket; “It smacks too much of 
engineered and coiuiived aggres 
sioK 1 would like to sec TV taking 
people into the game tiooi a pri¬ 
vileged point of vii vr out not dic- 
latoig the w»v th« , j*<u o played ” 

On “walKing” in eiirkel t-e said: 
“If has a shifting cfhii i' value 
Most people in lest cricket would 
not walk it they’re caugtil behind. 
But you shoo'd not uisplay 
dissent.” 

One reporter most diffidently 
suggested that lirearlev himself 
had seemed a little tlispltastd on 
one occasion when hr wa< given 
out last summer. Bicailtv, almost 
incredulous, hoped he hadn’t given 
that impression and the subjett 
was diplomatically thangcu 

In dosing, he told a neat story 
about betting with Derek Ratidall 
in the Melbourne Centenary Test 
”I told him ‘we’re not saying we 
need 450 to win. We’re only think 
about the next 15 minutes ' ’’ 

Randall concurred. But soon 
after, the court jester began to 
hook Lillee all over the place 
Brearley recalled that when they 
met at the end of the exciting over 
Randall, all contrition, anxiously 
whispered. “Sorry, sorry " 

Perhaps Mike Brearley, so much 
more complex than mo.st games 
players, will find the right cathar¬ 
tic experience through the book 
he is now writing with journalist 
Dudley Doust, make a lot of money 
while still enjoying his cricket, 
and then retire, within a couple 
of years, to full-time soiial work 
as he has done before. 

But the most intellectual cap 
tain Middlesex and England have 
ever had could remain an enigma 
— perhaps even to himself 

Controlled and private, though 
doing much good on and off the 
field, so that most of us will never 
really know what pensive persona¬ 
lity lay behind the lines of print 
enclosed by Wisden’s yellow 
covers 
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“Fm going to be 
another Pele! ” 

—saysRaju. 



0 




“I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see ! 

I practise fourhours every day. 
li And I drink my Horlicks 
Sr twice a day. Mummy says 
HrT it will make me grow up 

strong and healthy, 
real champ. 

*****^^One day, you’ll want 
my autograph !” 






HORLICKS-The Great Nourisher 

Horlicks is a Registered Trade Mark. 
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GeoH Bovrotl and Mike Brearlcv 


ii t ' I ii IX- tap 
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What Mike expects 


jC'NCI AND skip(i(.r Mike Biear 
" lev spokt for the fiisl tiniL 
last wetk about the contribution 
h( expects Iron) Gtolt Boviolt on 
tbc tour mnnlli tour of Pakistan 
and New /«aland staiting nix' 
week 

Brcaile> told a spnit« writer'- 
luntt II { oiidon It is a ilifii 
tult job ind I rcnuinbci tioin niv 
expel tenet undci I tins (aeii- ui 
the last tout that tie role is n> 
tlearlv dtlined 

“Von mils taki isir when (lit 
eaptain is not plavintt » iii)intd 
But the eaptaii) lias to lelv ctis 
miieh on otbii pcopU keipint, an 
eve on ivha » Koiii) on givUi' ad 
lice and iiiciei ni in tli< ti)tM* v a 

‘ Ihal IS wliat I will eM>tt' f’lotn 
Geofties Buviolt and that is 
what 1 in s> I I will 1 et 

Othei points Bnailtv louelied 
on 


Paekei ‘Ibe woirvinj; Ibinj: is 
how much the (tame is bi ini' 
-idapted to television latbei than 
th ‘ utberwas round I don t mini 
telesixion elosiiift in but if siinnlj 
not dictate how Ihi tame s 
played ’ 

The loin ‘ Wc ale ttoiii); ‘o mis' 
pattieulailv Ions Gieif; and Alan 
Knott but there are ceitain id 
vantages in having sotiiig plavei 
whose deselopmont you can inllti 
encf and I would hope to letuiii 
with a sutccs'lul settled side 'hat 
enjovs eiieket ’ 

Iht fiituit Pcisonalh i think 
P would be a gicat shame it the 
Paikel plaseis ait losi hesausc 
while theie will be altiaclioiis in 
seeing new faeis and a nioii 1 iig 
hsh L,ame the slandaid will imsit 
ihly gti down 

PA I I.IUVIN 
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■7 NCl VNDs women nickiiirs 
aie !• soiling I beg voui pai 
don 1 II av 'hat again 

t nedaiid s wonu n >. i ir 1 1 ti i s want 
to know wh' Kaehnl lliyhoe Flint 
was di cited a eapi tin ol the I nj 
land le'am and winse omitted 
liom the squad tot tin World Cup 
nidtthes to bi plascii in India at 
the end ol thi vcai 

leii ot the KM) womens eiiekel 
eluhs hav>. loiied an exttaoidinais 
meeting ot then assneiatiun it 
Maidenhead Iasi Saturday 

Fheit the V will submit, discuss 
and vote on the motion “fhat 
the meeting disapproves of the 
way in which the selection of Eng 
land’s captain wax handled ” 

It has taken England’s women 
cricketeis fiom last luly — when 
1 raised an eyebrow ovei Rachael’s 
sacking • until now to set the 
machinety rolling to even date 
challenge their executive 


I or though they ate doing all 
the light things much too laii ii 
IS diHieult to lind a lady blase 
enough to come out in 'he open 
and a k “What the hell is going 
on ■* 

Uachai) has been 1 nglanci s mo t 
outstanding captain she never lost 
a lest ma ch in 11 vcais tupped 
Ihi hatting averages last seat 
(87*) and in her oifiteld public 
iclations laisid n re than TOO 00!) 
and foieed folds to unlock the 
diessingloom dociis to womens 
ci icket 

She ha* been kicked out ot the 
game with no explanation at all 
so one mu-,! continue to assume 
that the motive is jealousy 

Rachael Hevhoe Flint WAS wo 
mens ciickel and those faceless 
ladies on the cxecunse who saiked 
her couldn’t stand it 

—A Special ('orrcspondeiil 
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miLKGHDGOLHTE 

Smooth 'n' creamy Caramello. Rich 
milk chocolate with a soft caramel centre. 
Cadbury's Caramello...it just 
mmmelts in your mouth. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


BILLIARDS KING WILSON 
JONES (A btocraphy) by A. T. P, 
Saradiyt VlluM PubUshing House 
Pirt. LUi^ Pp. 106. Rs. 6. 


L ittle is known about Wilson 
Jones—but then, not much has 
been written about him The fact 
that many sports enthusiasts are 
unaware that he was two-time 
World Amateur Billiards Cham¬ 
pion — in 19S8 and 1964 — is 
amazing. Wilson Jones, perhaps 
more significantly, contributed 
tremendously towards popularising 
billiards in India 

‘Billiards King' — a biography 
of Wilson Jones -- is more an 
attempt by A T P Sarathy to 
relate the champion’s endeavours 
with the cue. A pt eminent sports 
journalist, Sarathy brings out in¬ 
teresting statistics - as distiii 
guished from dull statistics — of 
Jones’ exploits on the billiards 
table. 

The authoiS tl.iiin, that Wilson 
Jones’ triumph in the World Ama 
teur Billiards Championship on 
Dei It, 1958, made him the first 
Indian to win a world individual 
title, is questionable He, however, 
at the -ame time, acknowledges 
that Gama, the legeiidaiv grappler, 
has claims tor this distinction, 
along with A H Vahid, who is 
said to have won die amateur bil- 
liaids title veais ago iii IW.t, and 
Jamshedii Maikei wa.s the world 
racquets < hanipioii as a piofcssiii 
nal earliei 

Moie specihialiy the book gives 
a clear narra'ioii ot champion¬ 
ships, both national and interna¬ 
tional, played tiom 1949 through 
1967, when Jones reached the na¬ 
tional finals evers year and won 
the title twelve Times This con¬ 
sistent winning spiec, however, 
•should not be misconstrued to 
mean that Jones met with only 
nominal resistance from his oppo¬ 
nents ai the rhampionships 

That Jones developed an avid 
interest for the game early in life; 
and through the years, accepted 
only such jobs (sometimes in pre¬ 
ference to more lucrative offers) 
which enabled him an opportunity 
to practise billiard.s, i.s indeed a 
revelation of his profound devo 
tinn for this game. 

If Jones was a phenomenal 
sport.sman, it must be added here, 
that Mirza Mohammed Begg and 
R. K. Vissanji — two great bil¬ 
liards lovers — gave him tremen¬ 
dous encouragement and facilities 
throughout his sporting endea¬ 
vours. It would not be altogether 
inappropriate to state that with¬ 
out their assistance, Jones’ rise to 
the highest pinnacles of the game 


would have been much more bur 
densomc 

To the extent that ‘Billiards 
King’ is the first attempt to relate 
Wilson Jones’ performances, it is 
an accomplishment for Sarathy. 
who can add this book to his long 
list of journalistic achievements 


HOW TO PLAV BETTER TEN¬ 
NIS by William T. TUden, Camer- 
stone Library, New York, Pp. 144. 
Rs. 18.35. 


Aie you aiming to be a tennis 
player? Bill Tiiden offers tips on 
strokes, techniques, tactics and 
tennis psychology which can bt 
acquired. 

William '1 Tiiden, a brilliant 
player and a champion in his days, 
explains with extraordinary care 
a variety of aspects of the game 
in his very instructive book; How 
to Play Better Tennis 

“Tennis matches aie won by the 
man who hits the ball to the right 
place at the tight time most 
often,’’ he observes, at the same 
time, maintaining that “luck plays 
piaclically no pait in <hc re.sulls 
of tennis matches ’’ 

Perhaps, mo.sl important is the 
fact that he lavs enormous em 
phasis on intelligence, which is 
the quickest method of learning 
the game and. simultaneously, the 
best way to win inairhes 

Whv a (Cltain point, game, or 
•set, is crucial or ciitical; applying 
pressure on your opponent as a 
winning strategy, and step-by-step 
tactiCs that .should be employed 
during a game, aie clearly explain¬ 
ed in th( book. 

Few plaseis have matched Tii 
den in tennis, fewer still can 
match his aiithoritv and ability It 
write on the game with effect 


PLAYFAIR CRICKET ANNUAL 
1977 edited by Gmrdon Ross, The 
Philips Park Press, Manchester. 
R.S. 12. _ 

The Plavfaii Cricket Annual has. 
over ilie years, maintained a fav 


cinating record of accurate, com¬ 
prehensive, and up-to-date statis¬ 
tical details of innumera^e 
matches played all over the world 
The 1977 edition is revised upto 
Sept 30, 1976, and is just as pre¬ 
cise and correct in data as any 
in the preceding years. 

Most of the credit for the An¬ 
nual must, of necessity, go to the 
statisticians, Michael Fordham and 
Geoffrey Saulez, who, besides 
covering the 218 matches played 
in England last .season, must re¬ 
main in close association with all 
other matches elsewhere to note 
a possible change of record 

That the Annual offers, as it 
always has, complete lest Cricket 
Records, First-Class Cricket Re¬ 
cords, and Test Career Re¬ 
cords of contempoiary players, 
with special details and recent ad¬ 
ditions, is indeed commendable 
Few publications, if any, can chal¬ 
lenge its reputation as the leading 
Cricket Statistics Digest oi the 
world. 


STATlS’nCAL ANNUAL 1976- 
1977 (Indian Cricket Board) edited 
by P. N. Sundaresan, Commercial 
Printing and Publishing House 
Pvt. Ltd., Pp. 192, Rs. 6ii0. 


The Statistical Annual 1976-77 is, 
rather, an accumulation of score- 
cards of all organised cricket 
matrhe.s played in India last sea¬ 
son. Besides a brief impression of 
each match, and of course, the 
score-card, little other statistical 
data is listed. 

Unlike the Playfan Cricket An¬ 
nual, the Statistical Annual does 
not include Test Cricket Records, 
First-Class Cricket Records, or even 
Career Records of Indian Players, 

The Editor, P N Sundaresan 
observes: “The annual can be im¬ 
proved further . that is the 

impression one actually gets. 

—POMESH SAHI 

(All the books are available with 
Marine Sports, 63A, Gokhale Road, 
North, Dadar, Bombay-28). 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 
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I Imm I coaU tnist GIICOUN 

for fast leibf of her nanghtY cmigh 



GLYCOAlN has stopped more coughs 
dunaBYOttier con^remedY fnlodfa. 
ThrtfswhvttfsMoil 


It woiks fast on §11 cough aSected 
areas—gives quicker, surer relief 

• Soothes irritation in throat 

• Loosens mucus congestion, 

reheving coughs 

_ -1 that accompany colds 

‘r-jH 9 Brings undisturbed sleep 
—relaxes chest musclesi, 
EBsHSHA eases breathing 

M ^ ^ Whatever the congh- 
|m8P yon can depend 

■ on pleasant-tasting 

II Glycodin for 

■ complete congh control! 


Glycodm—India’s champion cougn fighter—from Alembic, house of trusted medicines 
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Women’s Soccer --— 

Glory for Goa 



The victorious Goa Team. (8tandin)|): DCunba (left), 
Esperanca, HeJeiL Fatima, Joas D’Melo (coach), Socorinha, 
Karapurkar (Capi.), Juliana, Yolanda. lUtifV Ema, Clcnkur 
Una tc Caetana. (^uatting) Susan (left). Rajani, Ferpehia 
(Jr.), Filomena (S^.), Feipctua (^.), Agnrse, Filmnena 
(Jr.K Anita & PeternUa 


T he third National Women’s 
Football Championship ended 
in glory for Goa who tasted their 
first major success in any sports 
event of National status with a 
facile 3-0 victory over star-studded 
Bengal in the final at Panjim 
wnitn was witnessed by a crowd 
that could match the one at the 
Santosh Trophy final in Goa in 
1973. 

Goa attacked powerfully, and in 
the seventh minute of the first 
half, Socorinha Pereira attempted 
a fine header that just missed the 
mark, serving an advance notice of 
the shape of the things to come 
Socorinha, Goa’s most prolific 
scorei with an individual tally of 
19 goals, the highest in the cham¬ 
pionship. played a stellar role in 
Goa’s torward line although she 
Lould not score a goal. 

The speedy and dashing right 
winger was in tact responsible for 
dll the three goals that Goa scored 
through Perpetua (Jr i, Perpetua 
(-Sr ) and Yolanda The second re 
suited of a delectable move that 
she initiated almost from the half 
line entirely on her own. Helen 
Fernandes starred in Goa's delence 
with Fsperanca also playing her 
pail well Iiideiatigable Juliana 
Gurjao stood out in the midfield 
with skipper Rckha as usual giv¬ 
ing a good account of herself. 

Bengal, like Goa had not con 
ceded a goal till the hnal and had 
a tally of 33 goals tor as against 
4€ goals scored by Goa upto the 
semi-final stage Forty-six goals for 
and none again.st is an achieve¬ 
ment which speaks volumes of 
Goa’s supremacy 

Fo( Bengal. Shukla Dutta was 
the most consistent scorer with 16 
goals to her credit, but she was 
completely bottled up in the finals 
Skipper Nili Ghosh strived hard 
but without success. Stopper 
Minati Roy also performed well 
with K a m a 1 a Ghosh Dastidar 
catching the eye in midfield From 
the technical point of view, Bengal 
were more impressive but their 
movements were slow. 

Neither Goa nor Bengal could 
find worthy opponents in their ear¬ 
lier matches which tended to be 
totally one sided, and all of which 
ended in a minimum 3-0 margin 
victory. 

Goa massacred Madhya Pradesh 
2S0 in their first league match — 
it was really a stau^ter of the 


innocents, as the M.P girls .show¬ 
ed poor knowledge of the game 

But under any circumstances 
Goa must have expected to begin 
their campaign with such a mas 
sive win Yolanda D’Souza (11) 
and Socorinha Pereira (8) went on 
a scoring spree as no one could 
hold them in check. Each register 
ed a hat-trick. 

Goa handed a 10-0 drubbing to 
Punjab in their second league 
match with Socorinha once again 
performing a hat-trick. 

In the quarter-finals, jjarat re¬ 
stricted Goa’s success to five goals. 
The Gujarat goalkeeper in parti¬ 
cular put up a fine performance 
but could not prevent Socorinha 
from notching up her third con¬ 
secutive hat-trick. 

Socorinha nearly performed yet 
another hat-trick in the semi-final 
against Manipur, but an unexpec¬ 
tedly good goal by substitute Cle¬ 
mentina deprived her of it. Goa 
won 64) with Socoiinha and Yo¬ 
landa netting thrice and twice, 
respectively. 

Bengal took their appointed 
place in the final with an impres¬ 
sive 54) victory over Karnataka in 
the semi-finals. A hat-trick by 
Shukla Dutta was the main feature 
of their success. 

Bengal trounced Andhra Pradesh 
134) in their first league match 
with Shukla Dutta accounting for 
six of these goals. Their second big 


win was against Chandigarh and 
that was by twelve goals. Bui in 
the quarter-finals against Kerala 
they could not score more than 
three goals. Kerala goalkeeper 
Thcreva Rosario was one of the 
outstanding performers in the 
cbampiopship 

Karnataka defeated Manipur by 
a solitary goal 1o win the third 
place. Kerala lost their first league 
match to Manipur and scored a 54) 
victory over Maharashtra in the 
other. Gujarat, another good team, 
lo.st to Karnataka by a lone goal 
in the quarter-finals. Altonther 13 
teams participated in me cham¬ 
pionship. The overall standard 
left much to be desired but indi¬ 
cations are that there is scope for 
improvements in the near future. 

— AJIT MOVE 

HEARD THIS ONE? 

A northern football team was 
anxious to sign up a very good 
centre-half from a neighbouring 
town, but the lad wasn’t interested. 

Finally, in desperation, the team 
manager sent his attractive blonde 
secretary over to talk with the 
player and try and persuade him 
to sign. Ten days later he received 
a phone call from the girl. 

*He’s ready to sign,’ she said, 
’but I'm afraid he’s down a stone 
and a half from his playing 
weight ’ 
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Zonal round-up 
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( C. Jacob rrc'>iving the Beat SportMiun 
award trom Olympian footballer O. Chandra 
aekharan. Sports Joarnaikts’ Asoocwtion of 
Kerala secretary, Babu Mather, in the centre 


K C. Elamma rceeiveo the SJAK's Beet 
Sportswoman award from T. D. Joseph 
__ (Fappawl _ 

WSl % % ^ % 

S fe > 


Umukrishnan, captain of the Central Re 
serve Pidice, winner of the Alex Memorial 
AU-lmtia Athletic Meet receiving the men’s 
championship trophy from Mrs. E. John 
Jacoh, wtfe of the Food Minister. (Ri^t) 
The Andhra team, winner of the Juniof 
Kiibaddt National Chanqiionship at Gauhaii 






Hyderabad won the Intor-Assoriation 
Swth Zone cricket tournament for the 
Ramcbandra Rao Trophy played 
in Hyderabad 
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Stanley Medkai College, Maihras, winners 
of the All-India Inter-Medical Basketball 
and Hockey tournaments in Hyderabad 









Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth 
and Massaging of Gums 
Check Gum Troubles and 

Tooth Decay. 

Forhan’s users say of their own accord 

“My gums have become 
firm and healthy” 

“My gums have become firm and healthy by 
using your ‘Forhan’s Toothpaste’ for three 
years last. I had been suffering from trouble of 
my gums...now 1 have overcome this sufferings 
by your toothpaste only.” 

(Sd/-) D. N. Das, Shikharpur 

“My breath and gums 
returned to normal” 

“...a dentist of Rajahmundry...advised me to 
use Forhan’s toothpaste for teeth and gums. 

I immediately,followed his advice, and within a 
short time my breath and gums returned to 
normal. Ever since, 1 swear by Forhan’s. 

My whole family (we are 9!) use Forhan’s and 
I am sure this habit and faith will extend to 
generations.” 

(Sd/>) P, J. Lazar, Chirala, Andhra Pradesh 

(Photostats of these can be seen at any office of 
Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd ) 

For proper dental care, brush >our teeth and massage 
your gums night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist 
on Forhan’s Doubie>Action Toothbru^,speciaIly 
designed to massage gums while it cleans teeth. 

/Mr/ Colourful informative booklet on 
care of teeth and gums. Please write to Forhan’s^ 

Dental Advisory Bureau, Dept.T H7/168L 
Post Beg No. 114«3, Bombay 400 020, 
with 25 P. stamps for postage. 

Mention the language wanted, 






>AST MAN> 


the toothpaste 
^ated by a dentist 


iSSF.20S 
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S Mushtdq 4li, former "fTM ctirkcter 
over the Shai«<ri Cricket Trophy to fji< 
Sports Club captain Milind Kcpe 
in \llahabad 




Kalpana Debnath affain aeiected as NationaJ 
Gvnraastic Champlan m the 19tfa All India 
Gymnastic Com^itim in Chandicarb. 
Kalpana K a stuilent of Laamibai Naticmal 
College of Physical Education, Gwalioc 



Mussuone won both the M^nlo> and |uni« 
titles of (he Kollrr Hockci Championship' 
in Uehra Uun 


Ue\i Sm^, Chain S^ngh and MUicaa 8ia^, 
architects of Rajasthan’s victory in the West* 
Zone Pidice Games (football) in Chandigarh 




Vilao Menon ranked national table tennis 
^ayer was ef*img®d to Himachal Pradesh 
taUe tennk player Remi Vaidya recently 


Narinder Komar, "beot boaer" 
C handi garh JiudoT Boxing ClMimMMiMMp& 
receiving his prte from Dr, R. C. Pii^, vice 
chancellor of Punjab Unlverrily 
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Great- looking hair. 



With a little care. 


Vaseline Hair Tonic and Scalp- 
Conditioner keeps your hair well- 
groomed 

Just a few silver drops are enough 
to ensure that it s kept sleek. 
Controlled And manageable. All day 
And.meanwhile, a bm4t-in scalp- 
conditioner works to keep your 
hair healthy. 

Vaseline Hair Tonic and Scalp 
Conditioner The easy way to great¬ 
looking hair. 

VASELINi 

Hair Tonic and 
Scalp Conditioner 



( P 1707 
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by ARBIES 

CHESS 


nnWO endings from the Bhilwara 
Trophy Tournament. In the 
first Black offers Queen's side 
Pawns for a King side attack which 
succeeds easily as White blunders. 
In the second White misses easy 
winning opportunities and over¬ 
looks a stalemate possibility. 

GHOSH-RAVI SEKHAR 
White: KKR2; R's-Kl, K3, BKB3; 
NQ3; P*a-QR2 QN2. 0B2. K4, KB4, 
KN2. KR3. 


Black: KKRl; RVQl, KBl. 
BQB3; NKRS; P's OR4. QN2. 03. 
K3. KB2. KN2, KR3. 

27. . . PB41? (a) 28. PKS. BxB 
29. PxB. PQ4 30 NBS, QRKl 31 
RN3, RB2 32 KN3. PKN4 33 
NxNP, RB2 34. PB3. RKNl!? (b) 
35. PxP?? (c) RxPchl 36 KB2, 
R2N2 37. NQ6. PBS 38. RKBl, 
RN7ch 39. KKl, RQB7 40. RN8ch. 
KR2 41. RN7, NN7ch 42. KQl, 
NK6ch 43. KKl, RB8ch 44. KK2. 
RxR 45. PQR4, RQN8 46 PN4. PxP 
47. PxP. PQS 48 PN5, RQ8 49 
RxRch, KxR 50 NK4, PQ6ch 51. 
KB2, RB8 mate 


(a) Giving up a Pawn for 
complications. 

(b) Also promising was 34. . . . 
PR5I 35. RN4, PR6. 

(c) A blunder overlooking that 
Black can offer the Knight, i.e. 
35. . . RxPeh! 36. KxN?, RBSch 
mating. 


White should have continued 35. 
NxP picking up a second Pawn 
though Black can still play aggres¬ 
sively with 35. . . NN3! (now there 
is no point in the Knight offer 
35. . . PxPeh? 36. KxN) 36. PxP, 
PBSchl 37. KB2 (not 37. KN4’. 
PR4ch! 38. KxP, RR2ch 39. KN4, 
RR5 mate) NR5 and the outcome 
is unclear. 


ADHIKARI-GHOSH 
White: KKRl; RQBl; 
NQB6; P’s.07, KR2. 


BKN2; 


Black: KKB3: R(7R5; 
P’s-QR2. QB7. KB4, KR4. 


BKN3, 


51. BB3, RR6 52. KN2 (a). RQ6 
NN4. RxP 55. 
NQSch, KK4 56. RK2ch, KQS 57. 
NxB, RN2ch 58 KR3, PxN 59. KxP. 
PN4 60. RQN2, KB4 61. KR5, PN5 
62 KR6, RN8 63. BR5, PB5! 64 
RKB2. PN6 65. BB7. PB6! (b) 66.' 
PR4, RN5 67. PRS, RN5 68 BN6. 
PN7 69. BNl, RN6 70. KN5. KQS 71 
KN4, KK4 72. PRS. KB3 73. PR7? 
(c) KN2 74. R02. RNl 75. KxP, 
KRl 76. KB4, RBlch 77. KK5, 
RKlch 78. KBS, RBlch 79 KK6. 
RKlch 80. K07, RQNl 81. KB7, 
RKBl 82. RxP, RB2ch 83 KQ6? (d) 
RQN2!; draw (84. RxR, stalemate) 


(a) Adhikari's suggestion 52 
BK2 does not win a piece e.g. 52... 
RQB6 53. PQ8Q, BxQ 54. NxQ, KK2 
55. NN7, R0N6! threatens 56. . . 


RN8 and 56 . RxN; but .5.3. NxP! 
(instead of 53 PQ8Q) is interesting 

(b) Black makes White’s task 
difficult; if 65. BxP?, RN7 and 
White’s winning KRP goes. 

(c) 73. RR2 should win easily. 

(d) Correct was 83. KBS. Adhi- 
kari showed some problem-like 
winning possibilities such as: 
White; K1$:B6; RKR2; BK6; PKR7; 
Black: KKRl; RQNl; 1. KKN2, RN8 
2. RNSch, KxP 3 RQR8, RN3 4. 
RRl with mating threats. Much 
analysis is required to prove whe¬ 
ther or not White can force such 
a position. 


PND GAMF 



White KeS. Rd3, Bdl; Ng4 
Black- Khl. Rg2; Bf2; Pe3 
White to pldv and win 


Rural meet— 

An abundance of potential 


How much 
do you know ? 


V)^ HATEVER else may be said 
* ’ about the pros and cons of 
the NIS spon.sored All-India Rural 
Sports Meets, held during the past 
five years, the fact lemaiiis that, 
despite the lack of real cmuiirage- 
ment from sports enthusiast!, they 
have managed to unearth real hid¬ 
den talent in the various game.s. 

The Adivasi hockey stars from 
rural Bihar have already made 
their mark, and the national rural 
meet held recently in New Delhi, 
showed even more youthful hockey 
talent to the fore. 

The youngsters from Bihar and 
Punjab who met in the final cer¬ 
tainly looked fitter and keener 
than many of the better known 
outfits in the country. What they 
lacked in skill, they made up 
through their speed and stamina, 
not to mention an abundant mea¬ 
sure of enthusiasm. Here surely is 
the right kind of potential to be 
nurtured. 

The real surprise package of the 
five-day rural meet, however, lay 
in athletics, where so many com¬ 
pletely unknowns performed cre¬ 
ditably. 

The meet Is open to athletes 
under 16, who have not participat¬ 


ed in any of the recognised state 
or national level competitions. Con¬ 
sidered m this context, the near 
novices brought much cheer to the 
experts, especially in the middle 
and long distance races 

India has, in common with Kenya 
and Ethiopia, a real surplus of dis¬ 
tance running talent, which can 
only emerge through regular com 
petitions at rural and urban level. 
Punjab’s Prem Singh, for instance, 
who ran the 10,000 metres leading 
from start to finish, was a superb 
example of such running prodigies. 
He ran like an experienced track 
man, tackling his opposition sen¬ 
sibly, attempting to burn up the 
leading bunch throu^ regular 
bouts of pace variations, until 
there was no one to chase him in 
the 25 lap race. His time of 31 
mts. 52 secs., virtually puts him 
in national class. 

Like another youngster, 18-year- 
old Murlidhar Mishra from Meerut, 
who mesmerised the experienced 
Services’ marathon stars to win 
the gruelling 26 miles 385 yards 
event in 2 hrs. 18 mts., in the 
YMCA meet, only quite recently, 
Prem is another junior to watch. 

—RANJIT BHATIA 


bv HUSKY MISTRY 

1 What is stroke play golf? 

2. What should be the duration 
of floor exercises in gymnas¬ 
tics? 

3. How many positions are there 
in free rifle shooting? 

4 During a breast stroke event, 
at the turn a swimmer is per¬ 
mitted bow many strokes while 
wholly submerged? 

5 Is while serving the shuttle at 
the instant of being struck the 
racket head is higher than the 
server’s waist, what’s your de¬ 
cision as a badminton umpire? 

6. Can the tennis linesman’s deci¬ 
sion be overruled by the chair 
umpire? 

7. Can a hot key player run be¬ 
tween the opponent and the 
ball? 

ANSWERS 

1. n*e golfer who completes the 
round in fewe.st total strokes is 
the winner. 2 One minute with an 
allowance of ten seconds. 3 Three. 
Prone, kneeling and standing. 4. 
One arm stroke and one leg kick. 
5. It’s a fault. The contact should 
be below the waist. 6. No. 7. No. 
It is a foul. 


SPORTSWEEK. December 4, 1977 


31 







G«tyourself a Dyttamicand Powerful Body- 
reeults ydu can see In only 14 days— 
or you pay nothing! . 


Standing in front of your badroom 
mirror, It’o po oatv to fool yotlraolf 
■boutyour phyoleaicondition. Do you 
hOMtUf hayt t pliyaiqut that aomo 
man anvy gnd othdra admira. If not, 
lw‘nmw$thtt wlthttfundyou. An 
ifttarly ravoluildnary nOw kind of 
body*buildar haa baan daaignod to 
ghu you ttokirid gf phyaiqua you'vd 
altyaya wantod->ln« mattar of only 
wawal Anag/na yowat/f with ataal* 


hard muaclaa.. powarful man-aizad 
bicapa ..thlgha lika maaaiva traa 
trunkal Now you can turn it into 
raalityi Thia naw davica la callad 
Bullworkar. It aimply uaaa tha tataat 
aeianiifiqiaotonic/laomatricprincipiaa 
to pack dynamic naw atrangth and 
vigour into your whola body-many 
r/maa ftUwUMneonMntiontI Itehni 
goat AND you can prova it for your- 
aalf m only 14 dayal 


BUILT-IW POWERMETER 

nRDir 


d«Y by day! 


At you aomprtit tha Bullworkar 
tha foroa ol your mutelat tlldaa 
tha powar gaiiaa along a 
apaolally eallbaratad teala 
Bo aaeh day you etn tat at o 

f ilanoa tha imativa inoraaaa 
n powor which you achlova 
for ovary group of 
ihuaolot In your body 
And romambor-lt takaa 
only a mlnutaa a dayl 


GIFTS* 



*fMhlll*B 

/ lUUNfOMlStPORU A 

^SHIKT tB«litBa«k(rla»l|llBdMtf^ 
Oia^ ffBBi finBBt Qwlilylsyglwa 
CBItBB tftBl t$t (BlM grgw 
k $4 Wbilt BMfciliBi 
AagitiUt IB 1 itNi 


OHFR VAIID ir COUPON MAIIEO IN 10 OAY!; 


MAIL ORDER RAlEt RVT LTD fOrdar Dial) 

U MatlwnRaad loinWy 400 004 
ntn4niahiueuitW0ftKERIofa144irFREEH0MElrial luiXtiMMdlhM | 
il I m nat cMiaht'lr MiaMid with iht inalit I nay ilnalr man iha 
BULlWORKEfl and FREE RIFTS by lagiiltitd atml wilhM tin 14 day iriM 
atiiad lai lall and Immadiata laland 

Pliaat ink sr'aaanadaw kai 
□ I llaaya«tt<a«iRi OdinaiRa UeaattgaaiarwtrdMtdniaOaltiidaliyaiy 5 
al tallanikar ky V F P and agna to aay 0 larlhat oianthly ulitalamita il ! 
Ra 30 atth il I kaag iha nachiaa altar 14 dayt I 

Q Ckaain/Dnll hr Ra It aticlaiad a Sam Rt 70 ky MO (Rati H 
Na dr )—aama moniMy aaymant aa akava * 

RAVE Ra n by aithlag aaly ana gaymant _ 

O III pay goititari Ra 344 IPIaa Ra IS p A I cbargaa) an dallytry tl ny I 
Ballwtrkar by V P P O Chagaa/Dralt aotletaP/aani M 0 hr fli ttt (Rui | 
Na A )-witk tba aama 14 day ralaro pmhga ■ 

Naaia ” 

Addraaa 

Signann (or parant a II uadai 111 

RtaRTI IHIRT BIEE D tMALl a MEDIUM □ UMI 


IMHIn ' HIIHK'r ■ MUliliY ' - MAM rtlliniN mdAY 
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L-by JIMMY MEHTA_J 

JLT OW many heads have roiled in 
** quest of Queensl Surely, you've 
not etcepedt Or have you managed 
to get hold of Coffin's Queen Loca¬ 
tor? Well, just in case you haven't, 
I'm going to give you a little tip 
wih two example hands to prove 
my point. 

A 9 4 
A J 10 7 
Q 9 7 3 
8 2 
N 

S 

K 10 8 
K 6 5 3 
K J H 5 
A J 

The contract is “4 Hearts” rea¬ 
ched without intervention and the 
opening lead the 10 of clubs 

A loser in each of the three 
side-suits seems not unlikely so 
you’ve got to take that lucky guess 
in hearts. How d'you take it? You 
dont’s! You bide your time! 

After winning the first trick 
with Uie Ace of clubs, capturing 
East’s Queen, you lay down the 
King of diamonds taking the 
slight, calculated risk of a dia¬ 
mond ruff. If either opponent wins 
this trick, the solution of your 


problem is in sight. You cash the 
Ace and King of hearts and run 
the diamonds. Hie opponent can 
ruff in or not as he chooses, but 
aftm cashing a club winner will 
find himself end-played provided 
you decide to play for mdit hon¬ 
ours in spades. 

This was the full hand: 

A 9 4 


Q 5 

A J 10 7 

Q 9 7 3 

8 2 

J 7 6 3 2 

K X X X 

A X X 

X X 

K 10 9 X 

Q 8 4 


9 2 

X 

A 10 6 2 


4 

10 9 X 

10 9 6 S 


K Q 7 4 3 

A K X X X 


K 10 8 

K6 53 

K J 8 5 

A J 

A Q J X 

A J 10 9 X 
K X 

Q J 10 


> r ' I 

With four losers in die minoSs^ 

a shortdtiitl No singleton anywhere 

. balancdd . pattern aU 

round. ..thh Spades 

were tnm-two surelyl. And surely 
they were notl , 

hand was seething lil^e 


X X 

J X X X 

XXX 
8 X 


It is not easy for West to duck 
the diamond King — this play can 
lose in a number of situations. It 
is even less easy for him to win his 
Ace and return the suit for East, 
to ruff. 

In practice West won the dia¬ 
mond Ace and shot back a club to 
East’s King. East found himself 
end-played prontol 


XXX ^ 

I was in too much of a hurry. I 
didn't bide my timel Observe what 
happens, if the heart lead is won 
in hand and a diamond exited 
with. A second heart is won in 
dummy, a low heart ruffed in hand 
and a second tBamond exited with. 
West exiu with the Aee and Queen 
of clubs, East playing eight and 
small. 


Here is another queen-locating 
hand. I made a hash of it at a re¬ 
cent city contest. 

K 8 7 4 
A 4 3 
5 2 

K 10 9 6 

A J 10 9 6 
K 2 
Q J 10 
7 5 4 

The contract was *3 spades' rea¬ 
ched against silent opposition after 
I had opened *1 spade’ in third 
position Opening lead' heart 10. 


It is stiU possible to misguess gt 
this stage but look how much in¬ 
formation declarer has obtained 
about the unseen' hands — nb> little 
risk. 

West is ‘Counted fbr fourtqnn 
highcard points. Does «qne AM 
tend to give him Jiotl^dng more In 
view of his passes during the 
auction? 

You cannot In advance collecf 
a blue-print of every hand ywi 
|day. But if you count and watch 
and bide your time before you take 
that vital guess, yob adll be snr- 
prised how often you guess right. 


Q IS Trevor Chappell plajring 
for any team in the Shef¬ 
field Shield tournament? 

—R. Kumaran & P. Thangamani 
(Madras). 

A HE has signed for Kerry 
^ Packer. It remains to be 
seen what will happen following 
the high cqurt judgement against 
the ban on the players. 

Q WHAT is the last Test score 
of ‘Ajit Wadekar? 

—Rajesh Kumar (Katihar, Bihar). 
A IN hU last Test, against 
^ England at Birmingham in 
1974, Wadekar madq, 36 and five. 
Q WHAT are tiie highest and 
lowest scorm of Bihar, Bom¬ 
bay, Karnataka, Delhi, and Maha- 
raditra in the Ranji Trophy? 

—Ri^lv Raajan Shrivastava 
(Motihari, Bihar). 
A Bihar: 451 for seven declar- 
^ ed vs. Orissa in 1969 and 
37 vs. Bengal in 1972. Bombay: 
764 vs. Holkar in 1944 and 45 vs. 



quei 

m 



BOX 

_J 


Nawanagar in 1927; Delhi: 544 vs. 
Southern Punjab in 1949 and 37 
vs. U.P. in 1934; Maharanitra: 826 
for 4 vs. Kathiawar in 1948 and 
39 vs. Nawanagar in 1941; Karna¬ 
taka (Mysore)' 509 for six vs. Hol¬ 
kar in 1945 and 28 vs. Bombay in 
1951. 

Q WHEN you can giye hints 
on cricket and footMl. why 
can’t you give tips on swimming 
and racing? 

—^Rakesh Raxdan (Jammu). 
A A good suggestion. For 
^ racing we have already 
launched a full-fledged weekly. 


Q UNDER what Circumstances 
is a captain altowed to 
change the ball? Can he do so 
after 75 overs or 200 runs? 

—Rajendra R. Desal (Baroda-3). 

A IN the event of a' ball being 
^ lost or' becoming imflt tor 
play, the umpires sUaU dilow an¬ 
other ball to be taken into use. 
It should have h|sd slmilpr wear 
or use. Hie govginifing' be^ for 
cricket in a countt^' snail “decide 
the number of -overs hgfore a new 
ball can be taken and It mail be 
' not less Ulan 75 overs, nor more 
than 85 qws (55 to 65 ei^t-ball 
ooers). Od matting widkets in the 
Ranji Tronhy, n new bgU can be 
claimed fitter 50 ovesa. Only the 
overs are taken intd account and 
not the numbar of jriins scored. 

Q WHAT is the foH name of 
Madan Lai? la he e Hindu 
or e Muslim? 

^—Gouri Sea (Celdutte-34). 

A MADAN L^L SHARMA. 
He is e Hindu. 
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PER 

CENT 

OFF 

w -<1 

Save Rs. 23 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK. 
Pay Rs. 42 instead 
of Rs. 65. 


As a sports lover, a SPORTS. 
WEEK lover, why don’t you 
share the excitement that 
you derive out of SPORTS- 
WEEK each week with your 
near and dear ones? 

To help you do this, we 
would like to offer a special 
discount of 35% on a yearly 
subscription to your favourite 
magazine for anybody YOU 
wish. Which means that your 
gift will repeat itself week 
after week for 52 weeks — for 
only Rs. 42 instead of the usual 
Rs. 65 and you will save Rs. 23. 

In addition we will be happy 
to send a beautiful DIWALl/ 
CHRISTMAS/ID card with 
the first issue to the recipient 
of the gift subscription inform¬ 
ing him/her of your thought¬ 
fulness. Fill in the coupon be¬ 
low and return it TODAY with 
your money order receipt no./ 
postal order to: 


Go places ... 

G o places in the s p (j i t i n g world with 
SPORTSWEEK. Bag a ring-side seat to 
national and international events, be it cricket, 
football, hockey, tennis, athletics or any game 
you fancy. You name it . . . we’ll get you there 
through our columns of in-depth reporting and 
incisive analysis by expert commentators. 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK -- it’s as good 
as being on the spot. In fact, make it a habit. 
You’ll need it — it takes you closer to^ sport 
and sportsmen. 


■ . .. cut here . . .. . . . 

The Circulation Manager, 

SPORTSWEEK, 

156 D, J. Dadajee Road, Bombay-400 034. 
Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no./demand 
draft for Rs. 42,'-. Please enter a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my behalf to: 

name—- 

ADDRESS--- 


.- cut here . . - 

OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31, 1977. 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT FOR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 

■ ' cut here '' i——■ 
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Table tennis 


Jagannath—a near legend 



G. Jagannath . . . mo«t comistenf star 


JAGANNATH of the Rail- 
ways is fast becoming a 
legendary figure in Delhi. One of 
the most consistent stars on the 
table tennis horizon of the conn* 
try, Delhi has nearly always been 
a good hunting ground for this 
famous player. Tvro months ago 
he recaptured the Times of India 
singles crown. Now last week he 
chopped and flicked his way to 
another important crown, the 
men’s singles title of the Northern 
India Open Table Tennis Tourna- 
men’. 

His opponent in the finals was 
Vilas Menon. aha from the Rail¬ 
ways The two had met in the 
league and Jagannath had sub¬ 
dued him there too. over five 
games to remain unbeaten, "^e 
two had produced some of the 
best table tennis in the league 
match The final was in a way a 
repeat performance, Jagannath 
again having the last word, again 
over five games It was an absorb¬ 
ing affair with Menon dropping his 
top-spun returns at various lengths 
and Jagannath chopping low and 
often finishing Menon’s close to 
ne‘ returns with his now typical 
forehand flick to the far corner 
Jagannath won 20-22. 21-8, 19-21. 
21-lS, 21-17 in 39 minutes. 

In the semi-finais, Jagannath had 
made short work of that returning 
machine, former national cham 
pion, B. Sai Kumar, winning at 
21-17, 21-8. 21-14. Playing a totally 
aggressive role. Jagannath smartly 
met the situation as it needed A 
defensive game against Sai Kumar 
would nut have suited him at all. 
Menon’s opponent in the semi 
finals wa.s Arun Kumar whom he 
smashed at 22-20, 21-11, 21-18, Ai on 
Kumar having his moments in the 
first game when he pulled up from 
12-20 to 20-all. 


The biggest shock of the tourna 
ment was the defeat of top-seeded 



Imiu Puri 
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Kabad Jayant at the hands of B. 
Vishu of the Railways in the pre 
quarter-finals. Jayant who was in 
an indifferent form was soundly 
thrashed by Vishu at 21-13, 21-17, 

21- 15. Sai Kumar also ran into 
difficulties when he was taken to 
four games by Dalip Sinha of West 
Bengal and Jayant had himself 
been extended by Shyam Lai of 
Rajasthan. 

The performances of note were 
those of the two Delhi juniors, 
ieft-handed Parthiv Vyas, a favou¬ 
rite with the crowd and the fast 
improving Umang Khetrapal both 
of whom bowed to experienced R. 
Shekhar of Tamil Nadu. Parthiv 
led Shekhar 20-17 before losing at 

22- 24, captured the second at 16, 
kept company till 16-all in the 
third before losing the game at 
17 Khetrapal took Shekhar to the 
full distance before the latter 
came through at 19-21, 21-6, 21-16, 
19-21, 21-18 

Cne of the most interesting as¬ 
pect of the open championships 
was the involvement of Pankaj 
Butalia in an expedite rule in a 
four-game struggle with Sai Kumar. 

Umang Khetrapal, surprisingly 
left out from the Delhi team in 
the boys’ section, had a very pro¬ 
fitable tournament, scaping among 
others, second-seeded Daulat Ram 
of I^njab. Parlhiv's brother Nishit 
Vyas beat Rajat Kathuria to the 
second spot. He, however, lost his 
semi-final mat< h to top-seeded Man- 
meet Singh of Delhi rather tame- 
Manmeet later went on to beat 
Parthiv Vyas in the final. Porhiv 
had taken second-seeded Daulat 
Ram, demolishing him in three 
games at 2118, 21-19, 21-18 with a 
flurry of forehand drives. In the 


final however h« fell to Manmet i 
Singh in four games. 

The women’s singles crown wai* 
expectedly claimed by top-seederl 
Indu Puri who beat left-handed 
Rita Jain 21-13, 21-18. 21-18 whil<' 
in the girls' section top-seeded 
Geeti Thadani. the national cham 
pion, lost to the ever-smiling Mona 
lisa Barua of Assam in four games 
This was in fact a retake of tht 
Nationals where Geeti had beaten 
Barua. But since then the Assam 
girl has tightened her backhand, 
has cultivated the chapped return 
and was ever willing to kill. Geeti, 
on the other hand, has not had 
much match practice though in 
this tournament she played mucii 
better than either in the Delhi 
State or the Times of India. 

The team champions in the Norln 
Zone Interstate was a two-way 
affair with Delhi beating Uttai 
Pradesh in both the men's and 
boys’ section, while Rajasthan win 
ning both the women’s and girls’ 
titles. Rajasthan fielded the same 
team in both the sections. Th< 
players responsible for Rajasthan'.* 
splendid showing were Reena Gael 
and Shradha Sharma, the latter ,• 
bubble of energy. 

The following are the placing* 
in the North Zone Inter-State* 

Men: Delhi, U P., Punjab. Raja* 
than, Haryana. Himachal Pradc^ii, 
Jammu and Kashmir 

Women: Rajasthan, Delhi. Pun 
jab, U.P.. Haryana and H.P. 

Boys; Delhi, U.P.. Rajasthan, 
Punjab. H.P., J.K and Haryana 

Girls: Rajasthan. Punjab, Delhi, 
U.P. and Haryana. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT’ 
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Junior Nehru Hockey .-..-..-.—. 

Well done, ye KhuntI lads 


T he Junior Nehru Hockey Tour* 
nanent should be viewed not 
from the point of Uie fare gener¬ 
ally produced by the teams but in 
the context of me standard of the 
ghme at school level vis-a-vis the 
performance of a combined schools 
ttwm from West German;^, one of 
the toughest hockey playing coun¬ 
tries in the world. There was an¬ 
other foreign team, but this one 
from Afghaaistan can hardly be 
given any rating. Hockey is not 
Afghanistan's forte 

Followers of hockey in the coum 
and particularly those in Delhi 
o were fortunate to witness the 
matches, have every reason to be 
satisfied. India has plenty of depth 
in the game and the fact that just 
one school. State Subsidised School 
from Khunti beat a Combined West 


German Schools XI speaks for it¬ 
self Khunti in the final could 
have won more comfortably dian 
the solitary-goal victory denotes 
The fact that for all their penalty 
corner awards, Khunti’s goalkeeper 
Kulu was not tested in the final is 
another proof of the winners* supe¬ 
riority. 

Khunti were the holders and 
their school is situated in a village 
in Bihar Untutored they may 
have been and despite playing 
bare feet, these Adivasi boys have 
shown up some of the most sop¬ 
histicated outfits in the country 
They play the typical Indian style 
hockey and can teach some of our 
seniors a few things about the 
game. 

The West Germans were a well 


drilled lot with their cimtaln Wil- 
lemsen, the plvoV * p&yer with 
great potential. They are a fast 
outfit and their marking and cover¬ 
ing is good. But thew trapping, 
however, was not in tune with the 
rest of the skills. One thing, how¬ 
ever, was creditable. They never 
lost their shirts even under great 
provocation. 


This they were provided in 
plenty when they met Guru Hari 
Singh Mahavidyalaya in the quar- 
ter-finids. This was the visitors’ 
first tough outing and the team 
from Jeevanagar (Haryana) may 
have possibly beaten them but 
they played rough, going for the 
man instead of the !>all Incident¬ 
ally a word about the umpiring in 
general The organisers must 




Khunti boys, winners of Hie Juniar Nehru Hockey 
Tournament di^day the trophy .. 


IS 


SPORTSWEEK, December 4, 1977 






West German Koalkeeper Schliumaiwu, failing a raid by . Umnii’s inside^leCt' StepbenTs 

Kfauidi’s outside right ML Tani penalty stroke in Gie final , 


tighten up their supervision which 
was certainly below standard. 

The Germans won this match 2-1 
'much to the gratification of the 
spectators who were certainly un¬ 
happy about Guru Hari Singh boys’ 
display. This school has a numl^r 
of goad players and could have 
progres.scd but for their rough 
tactics, particularly against the 
Germans. 

The Germans, earlier, had begun 
with a 34) win over Government 
^hool, Chandigarh, outside-left 
Huster and Wiliemsen the most 


impressive players, then routed 
Nirmal Hriday School of Midnapur 
94), beat Air Force Central School, 
Delhi 7-0 before meeting Guru 
Hari Singh School. In the semi¬ 
finals they beat shock specialists, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya of Jullundur, 
another good combination which 
had eariler routed last year’s run¬ 
ners-up B. A.- V. Inter-College, 
Meerut 4-1. 

The Khunti boys had begun as 
impressively with a 34) win over 
Saifia Boys H.S., Bhopal, then 
routed Motilal Nehru School of 
Sports from Rai 134), heat Guru 


Harkishen Public Schbol S-1, over¬ 
came the promising N.I.S. Rural 
team 34) before taking on the Ger¬ 
mans in the final. 

The organisers deservj; a .special 
word of praise for Hiehr arrange¬ 
ments and general administrative 
work. By inviting the West Geir- 
man Schools, they have done the 
country a great service, lliey have, 
or for that matter, S. S. Khunti, 
K. V. Jullundur and Guru Hari 
Singh Mahavidyalaya, proved that 
there is everything to be happy 
about India’s future in this game. 
Al] it needs is proper harnessing. 
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The Packer show goes on ... 


Hothouse 


YjjU HEN Kerry Packer first real- 
” ised he mightn’t get the use 
of Australia’s finest cricket ground 
for his World Series he was faced 
with an intriguing problem — 
wickels 

lo solve his problem he con¬ 
sulted former Gabba curator John 
Maley, a man excited by the con¬ 
cept of transportable wickets. 

From Malay’s idea, honed and 
polished by the help of several 
other experts, have come the con¬ 
troversial hothouse wickets — the 
pitches that will host most of 
Packer’s World Series extrava¬ 
ganzas. 

They are an entirely new and 
unknown concept in the giddy 
world of professional cricket At 
this stage they are a giant ques¬ 
tion mark — even ‘Malay’s men’ 
admit they won’t know exactly how 
the wickets will perform. But it is 
safe to say they won’t be mud- 
heaps, as some critics have 
charged 

They will do the job. Too much 
time, money and effort have gone 
into the preparation for them to 
fail A hothou.<ie wicket is just 
that — It’s grown in the tropical 
heat of a sweat box 

Heat is supplied in two ways — 
from above by a $ 100,0000 compu¬ 
ter lighting system that glares at 
the grass for up to 16 hours a day, 
and internally by a continuous me¬ 
tal heating coil. 

The lights promote rapid growth 
of the couch grass itself while the 


pitches are here 



John Maley says all’s well—a^ the last of Packer’s hot¬ 
house pitches is lowered into Sydney’s VPL Park 


Victory 

1^ ERRY PACKER and 
^ super-stars J'ony Greig. 
John Snow, and Mike Proc¬ 
ter won a major battle 
against the ICC and the 
TCCB when London High 
Court Justice Slade pro 
nounced that the proposed 
ban by cricket’s authorities 
on the players who have 
signed contracts with the 
Packet Company, is unlaw¬ 
ful and imposes unreason¬ 
able restraints and pressures 
on them 

First reactions among the 
super-stats, the West Indian 
Board and English county 
ofificials was one of elation. 

Crowds in Antigua rejoin- 


in court 


ed at the courts decision 
which will enable local 
heroes Vivian Richards and 
Andy Roberts to continue 
playing Test matches for the 
Windies. 


In Melbourne, a lubilant 
Tony Greig remarked; “I’m 
absolutely delighted at the 
result. I’ve thought all along 
that if the court decision 
went our way it would be 
the best thing for cricket ’’ 

The Australian Board, 
however, appears adamant 
There appears to be no move 
to lift the ban and permit 
the players to represent 
Austi alia 


wire coil helps the roots grow and 
hind tightly into the soil. The soil 
IS a mixture of sand, loam, gravel 
ond Merri Creek soil and lies in 
concrete troughs 19 cm deep 

When the pitches are ready to 
leave the hothouses they will be 
‘ransported by hoverrrafts from 
nurseries outside the grounds on^o 
the playing arenas 

They will be placed on concrete 
pier^ in specially dug furrows in 
the middle of the stadiums where 
they will eventually biqd with the 
playing surface to form a normal 
wicket area 

They will then be rolled, cut and 
watered like any other permanent 
pilches. Each pitch is divided into 
two sections 13 metres long in the 
hothouse for ease of transport and 
preparation 

Ihe hothouse method isn’t just 
used because it’s the best way to 
manufacture a transportable wic¬ 
ket. The heating is essential only 
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Packer’s hothouse strips need special attention . . . 
well they’re getting it at Gloucester Park, Perth 


in the southern Australian states 
where the grass’s growth is slow 
because of the colder climate. 

In Sydney and Perth pitches 
flourish under the sun at this time 
of the year — they only need the 
extra heat when wickets have to 
be prepared quickly. 

Maley described his hothouses 
in Melbourne and Adelaide as 
“bringing summer early.” "Grass 
doesn't grow in Melbourne until 
December,” he said. “The heating 
processes speed grass growth at 
least 1} times and as we only huu 
six weeks to prepare them, that 
extra growth was essential. 


The big question is, will these 
wickets last? Athol Watkins, cura¬ 
tor of the Sydney Cricket Ground 
for 20 summers, has his doubts 
about the lasting properties of the 
Packer strips. 

"It takes about two years for a 
wicker to settle properly and for 
clods (small pieces of hard soil) 
to melt down,” he said. “Time is 
th> on!, thing against the hothouse 
wickets. To form a good wicket 
the toot', luve to bind solidly in 
the soil alia ihat takes time — per¬ 
haps more time than they’ve got.” 
» 

Courtesy; Australian 'Cricket 


Briefly... 

p* OUR women are among ten 
sports personalities selected 
for the Arjuna award for. the year 
1976. Th^ are Shanta Ranga- 
ssvamy (cricket), Ami Ghia (bad¬ 
minton), Geeta Zutshi (athletics), 
and Shailaja Salokhe (table ten¬ 
nis). llie other award winners are; 
Bahaduf Singh (athletics), She¬ 
khar Dharwadkar (kho kho) A. 
Sam Christ Dgs (ball badminton), 
Lt. Ccl. H. S. Sodhi (equestrian), 
George (volleyball) and S. K. Bala- 
muruganandam (weight-lifting). 


“Harrisons, with their ingenuity 
for innovation, have introduced 
unique sports bags for tennis, 
squash, badminton and casual pur¬ 
poses with emphasis on utility and 
durability. 

There are a variety of these 
slick bagis which are easy to carry. 
All credit to Harrisons for being 
the first to introduce this bona to 
sportsman.” 


Lloyd steals 
the show 

A West Indian XI trounced a 
World XI in a Packer Series trial 
ma‘.c !i played at Adelaide by 10 
wickets. 

A hurricane 140 by West Indies 
skipper Clive Lloyd and four Wic¬ 
kets by paceman Andy Roberts 
were the outstanding features of 
the match. 

World XI: 334 for 7 depl. (D. 
Amiss 81, G. Barlow S3, Asif Iqbal 
52) and 88 (Roberts 4 for 40). 


Two-ring circus 


HO says Kerry Packer’s cric¬ 
ket spectacular won’t he a 
circus? 

They have even announced plans 
in Melbourne for the ringsl 

To compel attacking cricket in 
the one-day internationals, fielders 
will have to stand within circles 
drawn on the pitch. 

The Australian TV magnate 
plans 12 such matches with the 
stars he has bought up — and this 
is how they will go: 

. Circles, 60 yards across, will 
be drawn round each wicket with 
the stumps in the middle. 

Nine fielders, including the 
bowler and wicketkeeper, have to 
stand within the circle for the 
first 10 overs of the 40 in the 
one-day matches, which .means 
they can be no more than 30 yards 
from the bat. 


During the remaining overs, 
four fielders — excluding bowler 
and wicketkeeper — must stay in 
the circle. If they step out, a no¬ 
ball is called. 

It is the first time such restric¬ 
tions have been applied to inter¬ 
national competition. 

Former Australian captain Greg 
Chappell says; "One of the failings 
of limited-over cricket is defensive 
play. This new condition will give 
limited-over games a more natural 
flow. 

“As a batsman, I believe we’ll 
be able to make more use of nor¬ 
mal cricket shots. 

"The idea should offer the spec¬ 
tator more runs.” 

But for those fielders not run- 
.ning around in circles, it could be 
more like hopscoteb. 


West Indies; 369 (C. Lloyd 140, 
L. Rove 50, Murray 50, G. McKen¬ 
zie 3 for 52) and 54 for no loss 
(Greenidge 36 not out). 

In another trial match played at 
Melbourne, Australia drew with 
Tony Greig’s World XI as rain in¬ 
tervened to abandon play after 
lunch on the final day. 

Centuries by Ian Chappell in the 
first innings and Ian Redpath in 
the second put Australia in the 
driver’s seat, as World XI batsmen 
faired poorly against a rather sub¬ 
dued Dennis Lillee. 

Australian XI: 276 tor 8 decl. (I. 
Chappell 118 net out) and 325 for 
7 decl. (Redpath 152, G. Chappell 
59, R. Robinson 46, Padmore 3-119, 
Procter 2-28). 

World XI: 148 (C. King .52, Wal¬ 
ker 3-39, Prior 330, Bright 3-37 
and 122 for 3 (Majid Khan 39 not 
out, C. King 56, Lillee 2-46). 
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first time in india! unique sports bags 



HARISSON'S 
CRAND RRtX 
Front zip pockot for 
tinnit rackot. Enough 
room for clothai 
and balla. 
8ize:16'*xl2**x7i’’ 


HARISSON'S 
TOR SEED 
Full 3 sida open zip. 
Two racket nolderi 
insida Room for 
clothes, shoes and balls 
Size,: 30"x12r'x8" 




HARfSSON'S CASUAL 
A must for every 
sportsman. Maos of 
water proof canvas 
with nylon sling cord. 
Duffle bag: 
1B"x1V^9" 

Sports bag: 13" x 8" dia 



HARISSON'S 

STANDARD 

Three big compart¬ 
ments along with 
three small pockets 
to carry big and 
smalt accessories 
Size ir'x12"x8" 


!i;i 



K HARISSON'S 

PROFESSIONAL 
ycsrry your suit Special pocket 
« for racket, Two big pockets for 
X shoes and tennis balls. 
'Size:21"x13"x3J" jfik 


Every Hsrlsson's bag is made 
from Bhor's Feather touch foam 
leather and fitted with quality brass zips. 
Whoieeelore oro Invited 

Make your choice at our showroom I 

Itt/USSOHS' 9 Lohar Chawl, 
Bombay 400 002. Phone. 319358 



delightfully new 
8* economical 
for the 

festive season 


•NNU MM SliR 
MM.eo. 

14, lUeteli Subhas Road, 
jCaleutta>70000l 
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QEVERAL READERS have asked 
^ me what would be the world 
cricket ktandings in the next 
year or two I will now try to 
give my views 

If India beat Australia in the cur* 
lent senes, as it now appears 
rather likely, then, in the world 
rankings, India will be placed 
below England but above Aus 
iralia, always provided that New 
Zealand does not upset England 
during the latter's tour of New 
Zealand early next year 
A lot, naturally, will depend on 
the outLoine of England's tour 
of Pakistan It Pakistan manage 
to draw the series, they will be 
placed alongside England and 
above Australia but below West 
Indies However, if Australia 
draw their series of Tests with 
the West Indies in the West 
Indies in the coining year, but 
loses to India, and England 
score over Pakistan, then the 
entire ranking would have to be 
rearranged and England placed 
at the top, followed bv India 
Meanwhile, in the senes between 
Packer's Australia and Packer's 
West Indies if the two teams 
even out Packer’s Australia will 
be plated below the ofTiciul West 
Indies bu* above Packer’s West 
Indies 

I hope so tar i* is quite clear Now 
toliow closely 



It England lose both to Pakistan 
and New Zealand in the course 
of their current twin toui, and 
Austialia beat India, then Aus 
tialia will be in the number one 
position followed by New Zea 
land and India will be in tht 
last position 

Which bungs us to the tout ot 
West Indies by Auslialia If 
West Indies win, Australia will 
be displaced from the top posi 
tton But if Packei's Australia 
beat Packer’s West Indies, then 
Packers Austialia will lie hist, 
oiticial West Indies will be se 
cond followed by England, Par 
leer’s West Indies India, e c 

the key, oi couise lies in the 
sciics between Packn , Win ht 
XI and Puckt 1 ^u'll ilia It 
Packet s Woild XI stucicd thin 
It will be ht cbatnpiuii tiiikii 
iLtim in the wo. id and otiicial 
Austialii will be sicind ind 
Packers Austialia lliiid I tile .s 


Packer’s World XI are upset by 
Packer’s West Indies Then Pae« 
ker’s West Indies will bo at the 
top of the table, England will be 
second and Packer’s World XI 
will be third Pakistan and India 
will then have to light it out for 
the minor positions 


What remains now, among several 
other things, is England’s tour 
of Pakistan and New 'Zealand 
If England defeat Pakistan and 
New Zealand defeat I ngland, 
then New Zealand will be placed 
between Packer’s World XI and 
Packer's AUstioliu and Pakistan 
will be placed below offitial West 
Indies biit above Packet's West 
liulies 


Ihe only possibilitv to a drastic 
change ot (he entire order It 
India and Australia drawing 
their senes That would automa* 
tirulls <-0011 Pocket n Australia 
to the top ot the list and Eng 
land shdiiiiy the last position 
with Packet s World XI 


1 Miiiik, ail s ltd and done it is 
goitii to be III lii.eresiing yaai 
OI ciickct \iid the fio itian 

could becuinc a hP mOie intn 
_iij v 11 t >ilow iig the court 
iiiiiiic, ilu pnseis in Packet’s 
AosiidiM ,irc allowtd to play 
toi (Itui.il Austialia in the series 
igiin the lonibiiied itlicial and 
”ul< I tndu-s team 


[MAIL! 

BAGS 


Keep it up- 

^ONC.RAl ULATIONS to Bedi 
^ and his boys on their eighth 
successive victory They have s ait 
ed their tout with a series of vie 
tones I wish them luck to keep up 
the winning streak 

~ P K Bheyun (Cuttack) 


Congrats 

rgsHE main leason for oiir mc 
toi Its bown Undei is due ore 
dominantly to oui opponents* lack 
of expcrienrc But sttll Bedt 
and Co deset ve congrats 

— Knmamuiall (Polachi) 


Prophecy 

nCDPs prophecy that his team 
^ would create histoiy may not 
come true if all the Packer play 
ers come back into the Australian 
team 

— R Rbju (Mulki) 


Comic strip 

g IHINK il wo i‘ be iKitci 1 
“■ you could 1)1 1 ht . 1 * 

Moniciit’. I'l I lull in ci Ici i 
till toriii ot a romu s 11 ,) 

I iv ikiim .Pv. '>i hi 

Great 

nACKIR CM use HIM 

a ban on pKivcis m m pi ic t, 
111 Test aiiil (ouii s in cl m i 

that s gi I at 

— S \ ( shoi'uiulha (V Mb 

Ruining 

T he hockey oflitial it i 11 
the pi ivf r then , ini oi I 
India’s u'piitiifui i one ti Ik 
woild's Ic itlii ( ho kiypiic ti<’ fia 
tions anti tlu' ■'itn b, 

happy that it,' ■ i nin onit 

thing Hid lint s II idii 

E i\ 1,11 thi 

Strange a‘ 

P OEllICs ifl ••pti'- s inge 

bedtellovc But ■ k< no 
difleieiicC to 1 uli 111 s|i<iit > liciuls 
—■ V Nol.o » >n (1 ipi Nutlti) 


No sense 

S LNSr an< itn.in lil\ - ncvci 
made unc .it c Mtb out 
spoits otfanals 

- >* N.UI tBombay) 


Wel! cone 

a cilNt.. 1 ) I MJtiNS to Adaish 
^ I c , N.nanasi team 

I 't I ct n in ^ubtoto 

c ij et^nlly eon 

I • I i' 'll 

> Midhism)ti (Varanasi) 


‘ iTi (hpent 

OlsMtli s recent analysis of 
^ ihc 'oiiini'’nii CHS who may be 
,cni 1 ) A isirahu i l>n h interest- 
oi». anti initlligent 

V )asun hi (Madras) 


Heartening 

I I VC ) I , be I < ai tc nil g i you 
E 1, ( I tijore space to leaiurt 

II •ni'ion.il spoi' evc'tiis 

( Il bc.i V Bombay) 


lnlO*T.''Kt(Ve 

V III P all h Cl the World Chc-Ss 
.ttithcliu nuich bc'lwc'cli Kui 
chiin at'o “spas'ls c , very intoi 
nia ICC I hope v >o cvoiild continue 
to give 1 ..u I igc oil chess 
events 

- Bikrarii Metit. Taridabacl) 
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E\rD hai<>es oi horses 
blind in one evt seldom makt 
i|ie headlines, but when they do 
I IS usually something sensdtional 
Kemumb'^r Magna Caita-' Theie 
was a lag'ng controveisy over 
whethci he had sight in bo*h eyes 
beciuse at that time a boise had 
to hdvt >ight in both eyes to be 
able to compete 

Iv dently ultis als were satished 
hat Magna Carta had a twenty 
wen s vision, oi whalesei is the 
(iM'ini equivalent of ii, because 
he f v> Is nevei inv move o stop 
1 im 

P was lot till iJetember 1967 
*ha the Turf Aithoiities into 
he Lsiu.itiy got into a huddle to 
dtsc'Jss *he ssue and hev finally 
* uled that one eyed hot ses oi 


horses blind in one eye could run 
in races provided their behaviour 
entailed no danger to the other 
horses in a race 

That IS how Rock Witness (Rock 
of Gibraltar Star Witness) came 
into racing and she created his 
lory by becoming the first horse 
so afflicted to win a Classic when 
she strode away with the Indian 
Oaks in Bombay in 1973 Coin of 
Gold emulated her example in 
Bangalore last week when she won 
the Bangalore 1,000 Guineas from 
a field of eight three year old fillies 
with a pillar to post effort 

Com of Gold who is by Gold 
biicker Magic Touch by Da Vinci, 
has no sight in the right eye This 
affliction, strange as it may seem, 
helped her to win a race during 
the Summer Meeting The lace 
was the Class Four 1,200 metres 
Shimsha Cup in which Coin of 
Gold vtias the favourite 

She led all the way but near 
home Ibe totally unfancied Lord 
Yiiko came at her with raking 
sliidcs Young Rahamatulla who 
was astride the colt, lost control of 
his mount neai home and cut an 
erratic course on the outside of 
Cum of Gold moving in towards 
her The filly, who can see with 
her left eye, shied away and wen^ 


on to the rail She was beaten by 
a neck 

Jagdish lodged an objection on 
the ground that Lord Yirko had 
bumped him Most cempetent 
watchers did not see any physical 
contact but the officials concluded 
that Coin of Gold shied because 
she was bumped and the lace was 
awarded to her Ihc t is an 
amusing postscript to the storv 
Jagdish, who claimed that Lord 
Yirko had forced his mount on to 
the rails was limping out of the 
stewards room after (he enquirs 
was over and the levised ordei 
had been announced when (he im 
pish Ernest Alfotd told him that 
it was no longei necessaiv for him 
to hmp as the race could not now 
be taken away horn him Ihe 
fact IS that lagdish did not limp 
latei in the afternoon 

Com of Gold’s victoiy in the 
Guineas at long odds puts tht 
south India Classics in a new 
light, because she decisively best 
Ivantica (Buck Passer Gi Idt n 
Dream) who was tht favourite on 
her record which included vutoiv 
m the Hyderabad Tilhcs Inal and 
second place to Gi and Pai idc in 
the Deccan Dei by 

11 must aKo bt mentinntd tnat 
Coin of Gold was suiprisiiiglv noi 
an entry lor tht Bangalirc Sum 
mer Fillies Trial She is owned bv 
B K Amanullah Khan and \shok 
Nichani, is tiaincd bv S K Habil 
Khan and was nddtn bv |ohn 
Smith 

Tht lesult of the Calcii'la 1 OtIO 
Guineas, for which thou weit onlv 
tour lunners was a bappv one loi 
the bet mg public as /elda who is 
by Fagle Rock jeevan Jvoti bv 
Asopo, cained the public purse to 
a clear cut vie ory ovei stable 
companior Silvet Shoals ]ai San 
toshi led fi >m Silvei Shoals and 
the favourite as (Juecn Atdalena 
laced detached 

As the pacemaker weakened 
Silver Shoals went in front, but 
was no match for Zelda, who easily 
overtook her and went, on to score 
by two and a quartet lengths <n 
1 minute, 45 3 6 seconds wi’h false 
rails up Zelda is the property of 
R M Bhandan, B N Kapoor M 
L Capoor and B K Dalmiya, is 
trained by champion Lawrence 
Fownes and was ridden by Richard 
Alford 

If the favouiite is to win next 
Sunday’s ^outh India 1,000 in 
Madras then it will have to be 
Fox Bat The Rock of Gibraltar 
Windfall by Falls of Clyde bay ’s 
very much improved and even ■ 
Ivanjica competes, as she is roosi 
likely to, trainer Tich Tyrrell’s 
ward should have her measure 

Only one race day has been held 
in Bombay, the syces and the un 
usual inclement weather having 
brought about the cancellation of 
the two others which were 
scheduled 


P.S. It’s Coin of Gold 



C im of Gold, owned by Amanullah Khan and Ashok 
Vichani, the cne-eyed wonder 
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No mistake. 

It’s the Carnaby Man all right. 



A soft, incomparably smooth 
finish Carefully selected blends 
The twin ingredients of w'eanng 
comfort Bmny combines them 
with rare finesse in one groat 
looking hinting Carnaby' 


O 

tf) 

2 

m 

o 


The Camaby CoUecticMi- 
formenwho demand comfort 
as much as style 
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SHARAD KOTNIS 


Brisbane thriller... 

So near and 
yet so far 

HOUGH India’s victory inarch on the current 

tour of Australia was halted by Bobby Simpson 
and his men, Bishan Bedi and his boys came very 
near to creating history in the first Test at Brisbane 
— losing by a narrow margin of just 16 runs It 
was a case of so near, yet so far as India inched 
towards the target through the gallant ninth wicket 
stand between Bedi and Kirmani and gave many a 
palpitation to millions of cricket-craisy followers in 
the country, glued to their transistors. 

It is difficult to comment on the match from 
this dtstance but it is obvious that our old failing 
let us down once again — the brittle middle order 
batting caving in and allowing the opposition to 
wriggle off the hook 

After getting the measure of Australia in the 
first innings, our batsmen failed to drive home the 
advantage by securing a sireable first innings lead 
It was the same old story — lack of technique 
against pace bowling When Australia batted for the 
second time, our attack failed to remove the tail 
enders who added 81 runs for the last two wickets 
In the final analysis, conceding these runs proved 
too costly for India. 

Our Worst fears that we would have to depend 
on only two batsmen have proved correct. When 
will our batsmen develop the art of staying at the 
wicket and building an innings? 

However, let us not despair. This reversal 
should help our team to regroup forces and try lo 
plug the loopholes In defeat too India showed 
fighting qualities. Bedi and Kirmani batted gallantly 
but Dame Luck was not with us. Sunil Gavaskar 
carried the burden on bis shoulders with a world- 
class performance. Our medium-pacers, considered 
to be an apology of a pace attack, for once supported 
our spinners and in fact gave us a tremendous start. 

So on to Perth for the second Test starting on 
December 16. The Indian team should leave behind 
the pangs of defeat at*brisbane and prepare for the 
remaining four sterner Tests ahead. The defeat 
was not diat dismal for we certainly went down 
fighting. 
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ussies win a 
clifif-hanger 


^ almost made it Australia won 
the first cricket Test of the current 
series at the 'Gabba, Brisbane, by 
a mere 16 runs shortly before close 
on the fourth day. 

The dyin^ moments of the'game 
were ironically enough its most 
alive ones as the Australian fast 
bowlers strained every nerve to 


get rid of Kirmani and Bedi as the 
run-gap closed. 

Around tea time it had seemed 
all over bar the shouting when 
Gavaskar after a gritty century had 
fallen to Clark using the second 
new ball. But India’s plucky 
’keeper and never-s^-die skipper 
had other ideas With a mixture 
of lucky edges and some lustily 



Peter Toehey 


all die hallmarks of a class halsman 


hit boundaries Airmani and Bedi 
took the total to within striking 
distance of the victory target 

So many ‘ifs’ dominate ’the 
game ... yet if only India had 
not let die Australian tall wag so 
vigorously in both innings this 
Test was as good as ours. 

Simpson won a toss which could 
have been an embarrassment had 
Bedi called right, considering the 
life Madan Lai and Mohinder 
Amarnath extracted from the wet 
pitch. Yet the day belonged to 
Bedi, or rather the first half of it, 
before debutant Peter Toohey took 
over and literally carried the Aus¬ 
tralian first innings'total to semi- 
respectability. 

The Australian front-line bats¬ 
man could make nothing of Bedi’s 
flight and spin and poked tentative 
bats onfy to be caught in the close- 
in positions. Toohey used his feet 

Special to 
SPORTSWEEK 

well and already looks a class Aus¬ 
tralian batsman. Ha has a maasure 
of the Indian bowling and bis com¬ 
posed batting in the second inn¬ 
ings confirmed this. 

The Indian batting in the fint 
innings was a typically timid dis¬ 
play. After Gavaskar had failed, 
much depended on Vengsarkar and 
Viswanath. Vengsarkar was Ideky 
to survive an early chance but 
desperately unlucky to get out whan 
his cap dropped on to the stumps 
while ducking to evade a Thomson 
Uier. The middle-order of Patel, 
Mankad and all-roundar Madan 
Lai had no answer to the pace of 
Thomson and Clark. There was no 
fear of them making any runs, it 
was only a matter of time before 
they succumbed, 

Thtfe were moments in the Test 
vHben India were right on top — 
in the first innings when Australia 
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were reeUns with half the side 
gone for a mere SO^dd runs. Itien 
thCTe was that sensational gtart to 
Australia’s second inningst three 
down for seven How aimpson 
eased the pt assure with judiciously 
taken singles while presenting a 
dour walMike defence against the 
spinners was a classic ease of a 
masto' tacoclan outwitting his wily 

a nents. Thomson’s and Hurst’s 
y flaying bate only added to 
the spinners’ frustration 
Indm were in with a chance for 
a victory as long as Gavaskar was 
at the crease But with every wic¬ 
ket that fell at the other end the 
pressure mounted His century was 
a study in eoRcentratioq, dedica¬ 
tion and single-mindedness of pur¬ 
pose But It was of little avail 
There was Just no one to sup¬ 
port him If we came within an 
ace of beating Australia ■— and 
that too amid such a Ijattiag cala¬ 
mity — Gavaskar deserves all the 
credit Kirmanl and Bedi saw to 
it that we didn’t go down without 
g flght, 

Aussie rivals 
trade insults 

A ustralia’s nval cricketers 
traded insults on the eve of 
their battle for the backing of the 
fans and the future of the sport 
The row started in Brisbane 
where Bobbv Simpson, captain of 
the ofllcial Australian Test side, 
said recent Australian teams had 
earned a reputaiian as "slobs” be¬ 
cause of their dress, language and 
'behaviour on and pfl the field- 




“Australian cricketers are tired 
of being branded as slobs,” Simp¬ 
son toid a press conference before 
the start of the first Test against 
India 

Ian Chappell, captain of Kerry 
Packer’s rival Australian side and 
skipper of the oflicuil Test team 
from 1972 until last year, took un 
Simpson's remarks and desertbou 
them as "mud-slinging’’ 

"I think Simpson would be better 
off in a political situation at the 
moment It’s just like the mud- 
slinging that goes on at an election, 
Chappell said 

The clash between Simpson and 
Chappell was the hist time the 
bitterness between Packer and 
nicket authorities had spilled over 
into the cricketers involved in the 
opposing campi> 

"From now on, there are certain 
bounds on dress, language and 
slanging off at opponents while 
they are batting,” Simpson said 

Chappell, who as Australian cap¬ 
tain was criticised foi the aggres¬ 
sive character of his players, said 
Simpson’s comments made the 
world senes cricketers more deter¬ 
mined than ever to win over the 
Australian public 
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Grand Prix tennis 


Again the crumbs 



Vijay Amriiraj Iwids aloft the Colgate Trophy 


^HE Grand Prix once again 
^ proved to be a case of “bread 
today, jam tomorrow” Under the 
new sponsors, Colgate, die circuit 
is said to have become bigger and 
better. No one will dispute the 
claim but, sad to say, none of the 
albround improvement could be 
felt in the fifth Indian Open. Qua- 
liQr-wise, one had once again to 
rest content with the crumbs. 

Under the circumstances, Vijay 


Amritraj’s third triumph from pro¬ 
bably the poorest field so far was 
hardly surprising He could well 
eat up most of those who took part 
for breakfast What was truly re¬ 
markable, however, was that Vijay 
succeeded despite the crushing 
handicap of a painful tennis elbow 

Vijay’s- problems were obvious 
Irmn his first match. With his elbow 
heavily strapped he was playing 
only at half-pace but, fortunately 


for him, John Whiilinger was a 
push-over and he breeasd through, 




However, Vijay had to fifljit hard 
for survival in the next round 
against Louk Sanders, who had 
come through the qualifying and 
beaten Jaykumar Royappa, one of 
the “wild cards,” With ease. 

Against the tenacious Dutchman 
who stroked the ball with machine* 
like efficiency from the back court 
and repeatedly passed him at the 
net, Vijay’s inability to serve with 
customary power caused problems. 
Despite a break in the opening 
game and a set point in the 12th, 
he conceded the first sat on the 
tie breaker — but salvaged the se¬ 
cond thanks to a bad patch from 
Sanders m the crucial length game. 
The pressure was on the Dutch 
man now and he wilted in the final 
set 

Vijay look a breather in the 
quarterfinal against John Feaver 
who has a big serve and little else 
but very nearly perished against 
France's Chrisiophe Freyss in the 
semis Imagine Viiay conceaing the 
opening set at six-lovel He could 
hardly lift his arm and, just as a 
large crowd was preparing itself 
foi the worst, the Indian ace staged 
a stirring recovery 

A break in the opening game 
of the second set provided Vijay 
with just the incentive he needed 
to keep going Though he conceded 
the advantage in the fourth, he 
broke through again in the 11th 



terty Moor and Mike Cahill (facing 
camera), doidilee wlnnera, face up to a 
Jaajit ^gh volley aa Marcello Lara watehea 
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with three splendid returns of 
Aerve Vijay took the set at 7<ff and 
d’elivered the dedsfVe blow by cap* 
turlng Freyss* delivery In the open* 
ina game of the third 
ne success obviously helped to 

S osl Vijay’s confidence and he 
d the final against American 
Terry Moor well in control and 
was home at 7*6, &4 in an hour 
and a haK 

Vgay's triumph was not a very 
great achievement considering that 
he beat two average players, Whit* 
linger and Feaver, and two quali¬ 
fiers, Sanders and Freyss, en route 
to the final Moor in the last round 
was about the only playei of some 
repute Ranked wtn in the US, 
Moor was 56th in the ATP rank¬ 
ings against Vijay’s 57 
Vijay’s success, however, was 
commendable considering his phy¬ 
sical handicap It is not often that 
one sees an Indian battling against 
odds and Vijay deserves me high¬ 
est praise for his sheer courage 
Bravo' 

Courage apart, Vijay also exhi 
biled a shrewd tennis brain Even 
though he couldn't unleash his 
thunderbolts, he still made his 
serve an effective weapon through 
the virtues of length and direction 
continued on p 10 



Terry Moor . . . game loser 


Pics; HOSEY MISTRY 



Anond Amritraj .. . toppled Tom Gullikson . . avengod Cbristopbe Freyse... chance 

t«V leed a defeat lort 
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Grand Prix 

from p 9 

and infinite variations of pace and 
spin. His groundstrokes, too, car* 
ried the same variety and guile 
He made the moat of his limited 
resources whereas his opponents 
were woefully lacking in craft and 
tactics. 


Unsportingly yours. 


SHARAD KOTNIS 


^tcr his victory over Freyss, 
Vijay acknowledged the inspiration 
be derived from the fans. "Any- 
vdiere else I would have quit when 
1 trailed 44) in die first set. The 

g ain was so excruciating. But not 
ere with so many backing me.” 
IVhile the fans inspired him, Vijay 
in turn had them nocking in large 
numbers and sent them into ecstacy 
throu^ his triumph. The final day 
was a sell-out, with 6,000 turning 
up. 

While Vijay had the full backing 
of the crowd, Anand was not so 
fortunate. “Come on, Tom,” some 
of the fans shouted as Anand was 
playing the left-handed GuUikson 
but this was probably because 
Anand seemed to be on the high 
road to victory and they wanted to 
see a contest. Anand, however, was 
upset and his tantrums didn't help 
matters any. 

Anand, however, cannot blame 
the crowd for losing th^ match 
after taking the first set at 6-1 and 
leading 5-2 in the second. In a 
desperate effort to save the day, 
Tom slammed three clean winners 
to capture Anand’s serve in the 
ninth game of the second set and 
then was rather fortunate to see 
Anand failing to clinch any of the 
rarr 


Lift this levy 


'pHE government has • lot to do 
^ for development of sports in 
India. It has agreed in principle 
to make sports compulsory in 
schools — in fact some of the 
northern states have ahreai^ done 

ISO. 

It spends crores of rupees annu- 


three match-points he had in the 
12th. Tom took the set on the tie¬ 
breaker and proceeded to outplay 
Anand in the decider. 

Only the previous day, Anand 
had scored a fine victory over Tim 
Gullikson, the top seed, recovering 
ftom a near-hopeless position at 3-5 
in the final set. As Anand clinched 
the match on 'he tie-breaker to 
reach the quarters, a final between 
the Amritraj brothers seemed a 
possibility. 

It was not to be Still, Anand's 
form was most heartening and 
augurs well for us on the eve of 
the Davis Cup tie a|ainstt South 
Korea How one wishes he can 
ignore the crowd and concentrate 
100 per cent on the match! 

—SW Correspondent 



Sashi Menon and Anand Amritraj conduct!' 
lenala cHolc for juniors sponsored by A 
the final' day rif die Grand Frix 


stuctlag 

Air-Ii^ 


ally on the development of sports 
through building of stadia, estab- 
lishment of National Institutes, 
coaching and training of coaches, 
foreign tours of teams and staging 
of international events in the coun¬ 
try. 

This is of immense help in en¬ 
couraging talent, but mucli of iu 
effectiveness is lost because of the 
steep rise in the prices of sports 
goods manufactured in India And 
the high cost can directly be 
blamed on the heavy import duties 
on raw materials imported. 

Sports equipment plays a vital 
part in the preparation of an indi¬ 
vidual or a team for international 
contests Moreover, if the na'ion is 
to be made sports conscious, more 
and more youngsters should take 
to ^ames and the price of kit and 
equipment should be placed within 
the reach of the masses. 

The sports goods industry in India 
with Its base in the small scale and 
cottage industries, is finding it in¬ 
creasingly difiBcuIt to supplw qua¬ 
lity goods to both domestic and 
foreign markets due to the crip¬ 
pling import duty which averages 
around $0 per cent on imported 
raw materials. For instance, Mel¬ 
ton cloth for tennis balls carries a 
duty of 135 per cent, nylon strings 
for tennis, badminton and squash 
rackets bears a duty of 237 per cent 
and clefts for cricket bats are taxed 
to the tune of 85 per cent Under 
the circumstances, it has become 
impossible for sports goods manu¬ 
facturers to market quality equip¬ 
ment at reasonable prices. 

The government’s listing of 
sports goods as non-essential luxury 
items is wrong because the equip¬ 
ment is as essential for sport as 
food >9 to life. 

A reductimi in the import duty 
on raw maimal will surely help 
in increasing export of sports goods 
and at the same time bring down 
its prices. At the moment the 
sports goods industry has the dis¬ 
tinction of exporting 70 per cent 
of its production. 

The government is seised of the 
matter, according to R. N. Banerjee, 
managing director of ^monds ana 
a member of the U.P. Sports Coun¬ 
cil. He has appealed to the Minis¬ 
try bf Finance to reduce the im¬ 
port duty on raw materials for 
spinrts goods. 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 


by SIR DONALD BRADHAN 


Testing the leg-side rule 


W RITING in WlwleD 1956. he 
Mir*: " 

**The art of batting at practiied 
in the 1930*8 haa ditappeared 
Stroke piajr ii alnoat non-exiatent 
againat bowling which ia principal¬ 
ly ainad at the leg atump end leg 
aide fieldera. Young playera 
brought up under auch conditiona 
have no fair chance to develop 
atrokea” 

He then advocates extending the 
LBW law outaide the off stump, 
claiming it would bring back the 
googly, leg-break type of bowler 

“I write from the experience of 
having played ia both 1930/39 and 
the poB^war periods,” he added 
If the full off-side experiment 
were tried it would need at least 
two or three years’ trial. One sea 
son would not be enough. 

Some argue that it would be on 
fair to the leg-spinner but I would 
prefer the addition to the off-side 
to be brat tried and digjnted e< 
pecially bwause of the inflpencs 
I believe it would have in combat 
ing leg theorv. A leg-aide LBW law 
would not help at all in this regard 
My belief is that spectators have 
no desire to watch cricket where 
the batsman is constantly saving 
his wicket by the use of his pads 
The game should primarily be a 
contest between bat and ball, and 
the public want to see attractivt 
stroke play by skilful batsmen on 
fast true wickets 

Legislators have a big responsi 
bility to ace that the game is play 
ed in a manner which will attract 
spactators, for without them it will 
die. 

Unfortunately, when alterations 
in the laws are under discuasion, 
it is so difficult to avoid what 1 
miidit term the “vetted interfst” 
influencing people’s views. 

For instance, a leg-break bowler 
won’t favour a suggestion which 
helps the off-break bowler because 
ha thinks his own position is being 
weakened 

Batsman will seldom support any 
alteration at all which is designed 
to help the bowler. 

When I hear current batsmen 
pleading for a reversion to the old 
LBW rule, men who never plaj[ed 
unito it and do not realise its ews, 
1 always suspect they are thinking 
more of how it would affect diem 
than of its eflFect upon the game. 

Despite all the alterations which 
have been made in favour of the 
bowlers over the years — including 
the reduction in the size of the 


ball, increases in the size of the 
stumps and alterations to the LBW 
law — far too many games still 
remain unfinished. It is partially 
due to unskilled batsmen being 
able to occupy the crease too long 
by the defensive use of their legs. 

Prior to the last LBW altmation 
a perusal of the Engliab first-class 
batting averages shows that in each 
season a certain number of men 
bad a batting average over SO as 
fallows. 


i-i 1935. the first year of the off¬ 
side LBW experiment, the hipest 
hatting average was 49 3, but as 
• a< n as batsmen became accustom- 
td to It, averages rose again and 
ence more exceeded SO* 


1938 9 and so on. 

Three of the four highest aggre¬ 
gates ever scored in an Englisb 
season, vi/. 

Compton 1947 — 3816 runs, aver¬ 
age 90 85, Edrich 1947 — 3539 
t i-ns. average 80 43, Hutton 1949 
~ 3429 runs, average 68.58 Were 
made under the 1937 LBW lew. 
Also Compton's average of 90.85 
has only onc<- been exceeded by 
an Fnglish player with an egfire- 
gate over 2,000 runs 
These facts are, 1 think, reason¬ 
able proof that, given time, bats¬ 
men will adjust themselves. , If 
inrted by the laws to use their 
bats more and then pads less, they 
tan and will do so 

And probably io better effect 
than they do now 

As a matter oi interest I made a 
tough check of the percentage of 
wickets whuh fell LBW in English 
countr riicket in 1955. It worked 
out deal eii'>ugli to one in eight, 
so nuparentlv the tatio of dismis¬ 


sals in this form haa remained 
fairjy conaunt since about 1926 It 
vtoufd vary somewhat depending 
on weather, pitches and types at 
bowlers but the figures are a rea- 
•onable guide. 

Certain it is Biat we have not 
seen the last-alteration in the con¬ 
troversial LBW law. 

Selectorship 

It has been my good fortune (or 
mUfortune, whichever way you like 
to look at it) to serve on various 
selection committees, club, state 
and international, for well over 
fiiirty years. And as I haven’t been 
sacked as yet, I might still be able 
to render further service before 
the time comes to mske way for 
my successor. 

Ibis is a job which some people 
dodge b^use they know tt bring^ 
muoi criticism and many heart 
aches but few rewards. 

I have been pleased to serve 
simply because I felt — 

(a) 'nie authorities would not 
ask me to do so unless they 
felt 1 was fitted for the 
position, and 

<b) In which case 1 had a duty 
‘ to cricket to do the best 1 
could. 

There has been a grcMt deal oi 
fun associated with such posts and 
I’ve worked with some Kr.ii>d 

fellows. 

The criticism has been an inev 
table part of the job and naiufally 
there is often merit in oth«r pco 
nlc’s argumonts. There can be two 
legitimate points of view on many 
things. 

Unfortunately for the sebnlor 
he only has one choice - nor hko 
^e armchair selector who picks his 
team and says, “For the elevsiiih 
place I would have Smith or 
Jones.” Whatever the selecUis' 
final choice they know it wiii Im* 
wrong in the eyes of some people 

Fnblishers: Kupa A Co. 

(to be continued) 
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Now, for the first lime in 
Calcutta-football at night! 


ts 


In step with sports illumination Trerids 
around the world, the excitement of 
floodlit football comes to Calcutta, 
at tfie Mohun Bagan Stadium 

The complete lighting and sound system 
for the stadium along with a sophisticated 
control room was engineered by Philips 
Undertaken on a turnkey basts, the entire 
project was planned, designed with 
the aid of computers, and installed by a 
team of dedicated, Indian engineers 
And all this in record time. The lighting of 
the playing area was made possible by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce a gift 
to the people of Calcutta. Equipped v-vith 
Halogen Lamps, the most suitable light 
source produced in India for sports fields, 
the system meets international standards 
in outdoor illumination levels. 

For us at Philips, the project has meant 
total involven ent. And we are glad 
to have brought a little more happiness To 
sports lovers in the city. With the lighting. 
With the sound. With the total package 


PHILIPS 


rHH n 'r I iM( TM) 


It 


SPORTSWEEK, December 11.1977 



From Down Under _ ' ’ _ 

Loud applause for the Indians 


ITH their tremendous run of 
Victories, the Indians have 
impressed the cricket jourtialists 
in Australia with their cricketing 
ability and their friendly, friendly 
ways. 

Welcoming the tourists at ‘Cric¬ 
ket House’ in Sydney, Alan David¬ 
son, president of NSW Cricket As¬ 
sociation, said in a humorous vein: 
“After dismissing Polly Umrigar 
four times out of the five Tests in 
India, I was doubtful as tp how 
Polly will react to my presence at 
the airport.” 

Polly -wisecracked: “Frankly, I 
was relieved to sea Alan without 
a new ball!" 

The opening day of the New 
South Wales match saw some in¬ 
spired, intelligent seaming hy 
Medan Lai and ‘Kit’ Karsan 
Ghavri. Perhaps they were cut to 
the quick at Victorian skipper Gra¬ 
ham Yallop’s remarks that India 
was a poor side and that her pace 
howling was so sub-standard even 


a number 11 Australian batsman 
could play it without any trouUe. 

Certainly, the opening NSW 
batsmen were buuten often enough 
by Madan Lai and Ghavri. Later 
on Ghavri troubled and impressed 
NSW and Australian skipper Bob 
Simpson. 

Of the Indian batting at* Sydney 
Bill* O’Reilly wrote: "No visiting 
team since the war has turned on 
a more highly sustained exhibition 
of exhilarating batsmanship than 
the five of their heroes who toyed 
entertainingly with the NSW 
attack. 

“The leader of this remarkable 
batting demonstration was the 
stocky little Viswanath <■ whose 
biceps resemble those of (he vill¬ 
age blacksmith. He found the pace 
of local pitch so much to his liking 
that he was not averse to showing 
us a shot or two, the copyright of 
which belongs to him, alone . . . . 
He plays all the copybook shots 
and a few more besides" 


Mohinder’s century completed an 
Amarnath-Australian grand slam. 
Papa Lala had hit centuries on 
every ground in Australia except 
at Sydney and Mohinder filled in 
the blank. 

When Mohinder lofted three 
drives to different paints of the 
grQund in one over, a spectator 
yelled "Vou’ll do me, son.” 

'^Simpson said after the match; 
“They are a lot belter than 1 was 
lad to balieve. On Sunday, when 
they thrashed NSW to all corners 
of the Sydney Cricket Ground, 
they showed'they had class. That 
enflaught by Chauhan and Veng- 
serkar set the pattern of some of 
th^.best batting I have seen on the 
crickm ground. 

“In many ways they reminded 
me nJf the West Indians. They have 
the same flair and uncanny ability 
to find the gaps with their shots. 
Also like the West Indians they 
seldom missed the opportunity of 
rontintied on p. IR 




Bedl will Ian ‘"T ’***'**•"’' 

^ Melbewme Cricket Ground Al* 
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Down Under 

fritfti p 13 


EngiMKi In Pskittan 


taking full measure of the loon: 
balls and In this regard are streets 
ahead of the English and Austra¬ 
lian batsmen .... Mohinder Amar- 
nath’s magnificent century was 
full of class and featured superh 
strai^t driving of pace men . . . . 
Karsan ■ Ghavri’s bouncer seemed 
to come through a lot quicker. 

Bed! — a happy, relieved man 
— was brief. "India won the NSW 
match because we bowled well and 
NSW batted badly." . 


The secret of 
Chauhan’s runs 

1% EHIND every successful open- 
^ ing batsman, there is a . . 
barber, if you ask Chetan Chauhati. 

The much-eritlcised Chauhan 
batted on the Melbourne and Syd 
ney grounds as if he was playing 
in a Ranji or Duleep Trophy 
match. 

He followed his 157 and t7 
agaiiiKl Victoria (remaining on the 
held on all four day.s except fot 
the final six minutes) with an im¬ 
pressive 40 vs New .South Wales 

His secret? 

“Before the Victoria match a 
barber in Victoria told me that if 
I had my hair cut short, 1 will 
score 200 runs In the match. I 
only laughed but my teammates 
insisted that I should do as told. 
I gave in and scored 204 runs 
(1.57 + 47) in the game after all," 
he told me smilingly. 

—K. M. MEHER HOM.II 




Boycott shows the way 


!"•* KOI T BOYCOTT’S single-mind 
e<i pursuii ol cricket perfec- 
ii«ii h,i.s inreccd ttie whole Eng 

Bovcoii, v.cf-capiain under Mike 
Brcarley on this four-month lour 
(it I’iikisiiin .Old New Zealand, was 
'll I'iiargc of net practice. 

And by the lime they had finish 
c<l io the mid-day sun, the players 
couid talk of nothing hut the man 
for whom practice and iireparaiion 
has become almost an obsession. 

Mi.s organisation, di.scipline, en~ 
ihusia.sm and knowledge — he 
even found lime to coach young¬ 
sters like Mike Oatting and Ian 
Boiham - tpiii klv erased any 
doubt.s hi.s critics might have ex- 
prt's.sed about bis suitability for 
'.lie vice-< aptaincy c 

li was signiticaiil that when Boy¬ 


cott went back to the nets in the 
afternoon for an extra session, half 
the Kvman party turned their backs 
nil ihc gulf arranged for them and 
went with him. 

They practised surrounded by a 
crowd of eagei onlookers and a 
huge .trniy contingent who are 
transforming what looked like s. 
pretty third-rate club ground into 
a firsi-cla.ss venue. 

“I-i was a shambles,” one local' 
official admitted. I shared his view 
when I fir.st saw the outfield. 

But a huge steam roller plus the' 
net sessions are smoothing out the 
playing area. And the military say 
they will have seating for 10,000 
ready for the first match—against 
the Patron’s XI. 

—PAT GIB.SON 


Packer’s still smiling 


I^P.RRY PACKER, whose monev 
ha\ lured ilie players but not 
die crowds to his breakaway cric¬ 
ket fircu.s. insisted he was not dis- 
hi-aiier-pil in ^^elho^lrne. 

t'i'ly 14.<MK» fans watched the 
iii-.' iwo iiuitclips ~ instead of the 
picdic'.cd 15,0<KI a day — and the 
U-.' diiv of ttic Au.stralians’ game 
.igainsi Tony Greig’s te.am was 
w,ished out hy rain. 

“Our irowd (igiires were satis- 
facioi.y for what were only trial 
m.iiclii--" said Packer. “Naturally, 
w"'ll lie looking for bigger tbing.^ 
ill the super Tests. 


“We’ll have a routine post mor¬ 
tem look at match organisation to 
see if there are any improvements 
needed in facilities for crowds." 

He is worried about the acce.ssi- 
hiliiy of the Melbourne football 
ground, tucked away on the out- 
.skirls of the city, the workings of 
the electronic .scoreboard and cater¬ 
ing. 

But any disappointments in the 
Packer camp over the attendances 
has been offset by their High Court 
victory in London, which lifted the 
cricket esiablishment's ban on the 
circus players 
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Great-looking hair. 



With a little care. 


Vaseline Hair Tonic and" Scalp- 
Condiiioner keeps your hair weH- 
grorjmed 

Just a few silver drops are enough 
to ensure that it s kept sleek. 
Controlled And manageable. All day 
And,meanwhile, a buiit-in scalp- 
conditioner works to keep your 
hair healthy 

VasrJine Hair Trjmc and Scalp 
Conditioner The easy way to great- 
looking hair 

VASELINE 


Hair Tonic and 












One More Over 


I I was oft to Blighty again in 
summci of 1974, a tour which 
the uncharitable will remember as 
‘Mhe summer of 42’*, since India 
slumped to an all-time low score of 
42 in the second innings of the 
Test at Lord’s 

It was a disastei in every way We 
had the same “brains trust” of 1971 
— Colonel Adhikari, as managei 
Apt Wadekar, as skipper, with 
Venkat as his deputy 

All Indian team had gone to Sri 
lanka in eaily 1974, winning one 
of the two unofficial Tests played 
there Hut from the very start 
when we emplaned on the long 
jouincy i» London at Bombay, we 
knew wr wcic going lOi a bettering 

Confide nr e was ut bootlace 
level Iheit were plenty of new 
lates Sudhir Natk and Gopal Bose 
wei< picked as partners tor Gava 
skai Brnesh came into the middle 
oidti ind Madan Lai was the 
s'de’s new all rounder The rest 
had been to England in 1971 

On the tlight It was apparent 
quickly enough, that the skippei 
and Bidian Bedi were not on the 
same i <i\ r leng h At nets befor^ 
the loui slatted, the lack of organi 
satioit on the part of the managei 
was theie for all to see Abid Ah 
(ipenls Mated that there was no pur 
pose 111 halting against irregular 
bow lets 

At Fasihourne during the fix 
lure afaiiist Derrick Robins’ XI 
Bedi and Heka. were at logger 
heads I hi gan at a small get 
togcthii in the house of one of 
Heih s It II lids I was involved in 
ihc di'cussions which centred 
lound the hnaiicial aspect of Test 
triikiM IS fat IS the pluycis are 

1 OIK I nil it 

Both htil and I asked Wadekai 
in what w IS the last thiee series 
which Indi I had won in a low, had 
benefited the plavers Stumped 
tor an answer and realising that 
we were peihaps critical of his 
failuic to talk to the Board of Con 
trol on behalf of the players, Wade 
kdi accused us of not being team 
men 

Bedi took it up at once, asking 
Wadekat to apologise foi hif re 
mark W'lth tongues and tempers 
loosened by liquor, Wadekai be 
gan shouting The hostess reque't 
ed Wadekar to control himse't 
there were children ifl the house 
Wadekar, however brushed aside 
her entreaties and enraged Bedi 
further Wadekar rounded off his 
accusations with the remark, “You 
are all Paiaudi’s men ” 

At bteakfast next morning the 
atmosphere was seemingly charged 


by E A S PRASANNA 


Thus 18 die fourth extract 
from E A. S PrasamMi’B 
auiabsatfraptay “One flSore 
Qvtf” for whwii SPORTS- 
WEEK has secured 
exclusive rights 


The summer of 42 


with dynamite Bedi could not con 
trol himstlf any longer and said 
“If vou don’t apologise, I am /ill 
mg to get back to my county and 
play bti ei ciirket” Wadekar did 
apologise But it was clear that 
heir lelaiions would never be nor 
mat again The tunioi plavers were 
stunned by this clash among two 
senior players 

Picking the team fur the hr I 
lest became a ticklish job The 
choice between Venkat and yours 
null was one of the questions of 
course Till then I thmk, I had an 
edge ovci Venkat having taken 
mo) ( wickets But on the eve ot 
hi lest ihcit was some doub) 
whither the skipper would plav In 
ht matih against Surre>, Wade 
kai had batted well showing that 
ne was m hnc touch hut hi was 
niurid on thi hind bv a ball from 
fast howlir K ikei Ihis toiced the 
'oui scliclion ciimrail ci lu keep 
Venkat in m nd biiausc as \iit 
i iplaiii hi vv luld have to lead ihi 
do m r is( Wadekai pulled out 
(■inaliv Wadekar played, and so 
did Venkat Biiitsh and Madan 
1 al madi thin dihu m the Tvs 

Misunderstanding 

I jd 1,1(1 III h second Test m 
stead ot Venkat and got two wir 
kets tor 166 runs Theie was some 
misundti s anding between Bedi 
and Wadikai on field placing 
during iht Test I 'hink (hasicned 
bv Piij-lands dommintt they lost 
mieicst in tin piocccdmgs Rut it 
wasn't good lot ilii side 

Ihe hnal ftsi it Kiimingham 
endvd m another massive defeat 
for us bs a I tunings and 78 
runs Bv this tune most of the lads 
weic |ust keen ui getting home 
Wadekar hinti I hat he would be 
quilting the game on his return 

Wc had no ihii t no this loui 
Ihe piiihts iiL'c plumb and to 
ally disiouitgiiig foi the spinners 
Lnglnnd s btisinen batted to a 
plan Vniiss Gut 4 l)i notss 
hdrich in’ hnallv David Llovd 
helped thin < Ives to tuns meriily 
4nd we had no flight in us 

Mowtict I I Mi'.i place on le 
coid my adinii aiinii toi the Bombay 
lad Sudlui Naik f am not t ompe 
tent to sa' vvlieihei he was guilty 
01 not m iht so called socks ’ in 
etdeni wliuli Ills ondeimined his 


caieer and left a bad impression 
everywhere But, in his lone Test 
at Birmingham he batted with rare 
courage auinst great odds As far 
as the unhappy incident in which 
he was involved is concerned, all 
1 can say is it was most un- 
ioitunaie 

1 have always wondered why 
Sudhir pleaded guilty If it was be 
cause the Colonel told him to do 
so, then the Colonel did it just to 
avoid inconvenience In the pro¬ 
cess he allowed an innocent per 
son lo have his reputation and 
character tarnished I wonder what 
the Colont I would have done if he 
had been accused of shop liftinK? 
Would he have pleaded gu 1 y, M- 
cause It would prevent embarrass 
meiit and inconvenience to others? 

Paiokh is a good friend of mine 
The visit to the West Indies in 19^ 
was, foi both of us, our maiden 
•our Since then we have been play 
inj, together I have found in him 
exiiemelv good company He is the 
life of any party A good team man, 
and a world clast cricketer But, 
on the 1974 tour Farokh must have 
sensed that all was not well, be 
cau te he made his appearance only 
duiing tile maiih against Lanca 
hire He couldn’t ayoid us there 
because that is his home (p 
Fngland 

1 till soiiy for Kirmani who 
kept wickets so well and batted 
bravely all the while, knowing 
hat he had no chance ot playing 
in less With I arokh virtually an 
outsider ot a visitor”, I think 
^Vadckal lost tht only senior man 
who could have helped hint on the 
our Farokh had a bad leg and 
always complained of being tor- 
oicd by pain killing iniections. 
When he made a good catch it was 
in spile of the leg and when he 
muffed one ii was because of the 
leg There can be only one Farokh, 
hough 

Ihe embaik issnieni at the High 
f ommissionet s recipium >n Lon 
don was iiiifottunac We shouldn’t 
have been late but we were I sups 
pose the High Crimmissioner. B K 
Nehru, had every reason to be 
angry, but he could base been more 
diplomatic After all the reception 
was in our honour! 

(to be continued) 
(opyrig'hi Rqpa A Co 
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The comeback kings ... 3 

Pancbo turns jeers to tears 



by JAMES LAWTON 


Fwt ttree in the seriee on 
die nM» who coold itill 
weave magic long after die 
m er tli ig public thoiiAt they 
were flniahea 

T here comes a time in every 
man’s life when he knows that 
he must stand and-fight. 

Such a time came to ageing ten¬ 
nis star Pancho Gonzales in his 
West London hotel room on the 
night of June 24. 19^. 

Aged 41, and a grandfather, 
Gonzales had been booed off the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon that 
evening. His pride had been affron¬ 
ted His finest shots had been ab¬ 
sorbed by the big 25-year-old 
Puerto Rican, Charlie Pasarell. 

And in the twiliidit he had pro¬ 
tested bitterly to referee Mike 
Gibson that play should be sus¬ 
pended Gibson said “play on” 
and when the light finally failed 
old man Gonzales was peering at 
defeat — and perhaos the end of 
his reputation as a world-class 
player 

Pasarell, nimble despite his size, 
had worn down Gonzales, pushing 
into a 24-22, 61 lead 

There had already been a hun¬ 
dred small crises, but for Gon¬ 
zales, whose passion for tennis 
had been kindled in the poor 
Mexican quarter of Los Angeles, 
the dawn could only bring defeat 

Or so Wimbledon presumed 

Gonzales paced the floor of his 
hotel room Defeat is one thing 
But to be jeered at, after pouring 
in so much effort, so much of all 
youi skill, and yourself, “hombre” 
that IS something else 
Gonzales' wife, Madelyn, recalled 
the mood of her man 
“He was terribly disappointed 
about the way things had gone 
He was angry about play going 
on in the bad light He was angry 
that he had let slip those first two 
sets He had this deep disappoint¬ 
ment about him But he was de¬ 
fiant, too. 

“I suggested we olay, gin rummy 
to get his mind off things. We ifid 
until one o'clock. He seemed 
more composed after that and the 
last thing tie said, before we turned 
off the light, was ‘1 can still win 
it’.’’ 


What happened when the con¬ 
flict mumed has been described 
as the greatest tennis match ever 
seen at Wiiribledon 

In the end, the men played 112 
games spanning 312 minutes, a 
match surpassing in its splendour 
and Its sheer tenacity the epic 1953 
duel between Jaroslav Drobny and 
Budge Patty, which ran to 93 games 
and 260 minutes. 

And if the Centre Court had 
been hostile die previous evening 
the mood changed dramatically, if 
last night perfectionism had OMn 
mistaken for petulance, today all 
eyes were locked on the spectacle 
of a haughty, handsome man turn¬ 
ing back the years and demanding 
still more from him weary legs. 

Gonzales says: "I had put so 
much work into the match, gone 
so far. 1 said 1*11 be damn^ if I 
lose.” 

Gonzales may have drained off 
the last of his resources, but how 
die man had fought- 

He swept the fourth set 6-3. The 
yean, were melting. 

But in the lOtb game of the 
final set there was a sudden crack 
in the fine steel of the Gonzales 
game. He slipped to 0-40 on hit 
own smvice. Madelim Gonzales 


relived the moment thus “I 
thought I going to pass out 
His first serve went into the net 
He turned round and looked up 
at me and I could see he was 
thinking “Poor momma,” Mffiat 
made it worse was that all round 
me the people were saying. “That’s 
it, he’s bad it,** 

Gonzales climbed out of his hole, 
dug another hole in the 12th game, 
again going 0-40 and then climbed 
out of that one too 

It was at this point Pasarell coo 
eluded that there was no way to 
beat Pancho Gonzales. You could 
beat him to his knees But he 
wouldn’t go down 
Gonzales took the final set tl-9. 
He left Wimbledcn like a wounded 
lion Two rounds later the effects 
of his efforts began to show and 
Arthur Ashe claimed him 

There had never been such a 
comeback in lawn tennis and the 
modern device of the tiebreaker 
ensures that it will never happen 
a^io. 

It had been only his second ap- 
earance at Wimbledon since be 
anned himself by turnup pro 
exactly 20 years earlier But in 
312 minutes Pancho Gonzales had 
filled the empty years. 
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in cV major. 

'D' asVii Dinesh. 

To blendV the classic 
with the oAntemporary. 
Soft, sjultie notes 
alternating!with bold, 

reverberating tbnes Checks 
countt jrp^ints to stripe.'- 

& fact, ja f\ll ccdle 
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Acitual demonstration test! 


SAHAFRA VACUUM FLASK 

survived 90 km. of bad road. 

Think hd'w safe it is in day-to-day handling 



Sahara a secret: its seamless refill 
make'} it stronger 

Most other 'efills liave a seam—that's 
Mtit'f, a refill IS Aieasest and cracks easily 
The. Sdhdia Vacuum Flask has a seamless 
'Lfi" 1 1 '*’ ni il I s It strong all over* 

lo oertK/r jtia'e this we testeo Sahara 
in »' an ictuai oiiuttion a py me 

\/\i pai h‘ cl It 113 
tijt ipn a id ' f It 
. ( ep ovr I ')) kii 

f hump3 lOdll 

S >hara survived all 
tlu humps while 
oiner ordinarv refills 
wouU' have brokett 
all t<< > easily 
'll ‘j hdia vvill withstand normal shocks 
II I \ t vnu) hand' r j 

Superior silver coating, to retain 
temperatures longer 

Sdtaia s stronger seamless refill also 

10 .1 superior silver roatmg with a perfect 

1 1 i ting surface—to ensure that the flask 
< p. Its contents hot or cold even longer 

World-class refills-in demand 
worldwide 

These strong seamless refills are 
lely exported even to sophisticated 
ijikets abioad Your assurance of 
Sohaia s inteinational quality 

Sahata comes to you in a wide range 
of beautiful designs 

Stunning designs* Elegant geometricals, 
unusual stupes brilliant florals, pretty 
nursery patterns All yours to choose fromi 
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Table tennis 



Chandrashekhar scores 


HAT proved to be the cltii- 
cher for lavubly*talented 
Tamil Nadu star V. Chandra' 
shckhar in the final of the third 
All-India Prize Money Table Ten¬ 
nis Tournament organised by the 
KaiUshpat Singhania Siports Foun¬ 
dation at Kanpur was his powerful 
counter-attack and speedy foot¬ 
work. The No. 3 se^, he beat 
Railways’ Vilas Menon 21-19, 14-21 
21-19, 22-20 in an exciting battle to 
take the first prize of Rs 3,300 

The manner and margin of 
Chandrashekhar’s victory was more 
or less the same with which he had 
beaten Vilas earlier in the quarter 
final league round The Railways 
player, who was seeded sixth, got 
the runner-up award of Rs 2,475 

In an encounter lasting 31 minu¬ 
tes Chandrashekhar disj^yed an 
array of strokes. His ability to re¬ 
turn the ball from die far corners 
was particularly impressive. Sel 
dom did he fail to meet a rival 
smash. In fact, on certain occa¬ 
sions he sent back Vilas’s shots 
with more force than with which 
these had travelled to him. 


Another point in OI|Mit|ra>he- 
khar’s favour was ills .dpUaf. Un¬ 
like his rival, wfiiae 
attack, he was m'' 
ball more often, 
when Vilas 
through to take 
in only six minutaa. 

The fourth gaiit, 
turned out to be the di 
the rival players Sd 
With the lead chaasijil 
quently, they were mw at 



feame 


and eventual 


S weri 
ly at 


2(Miil whan 



twice hit Chandrashekhar’s returns 
off the mark 

The men’s final came as a per 
feet climax to a keen fare witness¬ 
ed in the earlier rounds Sanjay 
Kathuria of Uttar Pradesh pulled 
off a big upset when be toppled 
fourth-seeded N. V. Ashok (An¬ 
dhra Pradesh) 21-17, 15-21, 26-24, 
21-17. He repeated his giant-kill¬ 
ing performance later when he 
beat No 8 seed Ravi Shekhar 
(Tamil Nadu) in the league before 
being finally rut to-size by Chan 
drashekhar in the semi-finals 

Former national champion Ka 
bad Tavant, who was seeded sec 
ond, was eliminated in the league 
round itself. He was die favourite 
after top seed Manjit I j failed to 
turn up for the defenvC of his 
title. But Jayant failed to live up 
to seeders' faith in him as he &st 
fell to Vilas and then to Chandra¬ 
shekhar to be sidelined 

Also to make their exit in the 
initial rounds were Delhi’s Pankaj 
Butalia, who lost to Vilas, and Rail¬ 
ways’ shock-expert B. Vishu who 
was beaten in a straight game by 
Indian Airlines' B. K Arun Ku 
mar, the No 5 seed. 

Arun Kumar, like Chandrashe¬ 
khar, won all his league matches, 
three in all. to qualify for the last 
iaiitt' where his defence-twiented 
ipmie failed to make any imi^aci 
$n ^las who saw home in strai^i 
games. 

The biggest applause of die 
louraament, however, was reserved 
for ihailaja Salokhe of Maharash¬ 
tra. She bagged the women’s crown 



Mamneet . . . ae trouble 


fluent win 


and top prize of Rs. 2,475 for the 
third successive year. At what ap¬ 
peared to be her favourite buntihg 
ground, she put in a tremendous 
amount of hard work to undo na¬ 
tional champion Indu PurPs thriU- 
ing raUy for a 21-14, 22-20, lfr21, 
14-21, 21-19 victory. 'The battle be¬ 
tween two cool opponents lasted 40 
minutes. Indu, who was seeded 
second behind Shatlaja, bagged a 
purse of Rs. 1,900. 

There were more cheers for 
Shatlaja. She teamed up with 
Andhra's Dilip Raj Saxena to win 
the mixed doubles title also, tbra- 
sbing Suhas Kulkdrni and Nandini 
KulkaPni 21-15, 21-11 in a matter of 
12 minutes. 


Tbe women’s events mwked the 
rise of a new star. The Madhm 
Pradesh school girl, Sitigdna 
Mehta, who is the champion of her 
State, upset fourth-seeded Nandini 
Kulkarni in the initial round. She 
also beat national Junior champion 
Geeii Xhadani twice, first in the 
women’s singles and then in the 
girls’ final 

Chandrashekhar was not as 
lucky as Shailaja was. In the men’s 
doubles final, he and layani were 
defeated by ebullient Pankaj Buta¬ 
lia and Suiias Kulkami 

Of the three national champion*! 
on view only one was able to win 
a tide here. Delhi’s Mhnmeet 
Singh had little difficulty iq beat¬ 
ing yttar Pradesh’s Nltin Puri in 
the boys’ final. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 
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PER 

CENT 

OFF 


Save R$. 23 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK 
Pay Rs. 42 instead 
of Rs. 65. 


Go places ... 

G o places in the spotting woiJd with 
SPORTSWEEK Bag a nng-side seat to 
national and mtcinational tmiits be it ciicktt 
lootball hocke^ Unnis athletics oi an> gaiite 
vou lanes You name it wt 11 get vou theie 
thiough oai columns ol u-depth lepoiting and 
incisive analysis by expeit commentators 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK - it's as good 
as being on the &pnt In fact make it a habit 
You’ll need it - it takes >ou closei to spoit 
and sportsmen 


As a sports lover, a SPORTS¬ 
WEEK lover, why don’t you 
share the excitement that 
you derive out of SPORTS- 
WFEK each week with your 
near and dear ones* 

To help you do this, wo 
would like to offer a special 
discount of i*) on a yearly 
subscription to you. favourite 
maga/iiu for anybody YOU 
wish Which means that vour 
gift 'Mill icptat itself week 
dftci wttk foi ‘>2 weeks — tor 
only Rs 42 instead of the usual 
Rs hs and vou will save Rs 23 

Jn addition we will be happy 
to send a beautiiul DIWALI/ 
CIIRISTMAS/ID card with 
ilic first issue to the recipient 
ot the gilt subscription inform 
ing him hei of youi thought 
fulness hill in the coupon be 
low and return it lODAY with 
voui money ordei receipt no 
postal ordei to 


. . . . tut heie — . . .. . 

Tlu Circulation Manage!, 

SPORTSWEEK, 

1% D, J Dadajee Road, Bombay 400 034 
Deal Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no /demand 
draft for Rs 42 Please entei a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my ochalf to 

namf- 


ADDRESS. 


. . . . . cut here ' . . .. 

OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31, 1977. 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT F(Hl 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 
. . I —■ I ". cut here ■ i i—— 
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iiTATE SQIIASH Anil Nayar and Nandnu Kumari. winnrrv of ihe men s and nonwn’h 
titles in the Maharashti a h'atc Squasb champaonship conducted bv the Boi^ar 
Gyadchana, receiving their prizes from Mrs A C It Millar, wife of the Bombay 
CjnuUtana president Na>ar beat Maj lUanchanda while Nandnu Kumwi acrounted for 
Rashmi Duhash in the finaK The boys* title was won by Ananth Nayak vrho 
beat kogendru Singh In the rrgtre is »«|iiash secreiarv Jackie Bivecha 














STATUTORr WARNING CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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by ARBlfcS 

CHESS 


A N eldborate Queen's side <ii- 
^ tecking plan early in the Eng 
lish opening renders White vulner¬ 
able to a King side attack. His 
sudden downfall in this game a^ 
a result of his acceptance of Black’s 
offer of the KP illustrates the in¬ 
herent danger for White in the 
opening variation. 

ENGLISH OPENING 
White: Miles 
Black; Shavis 
(San Paulu, 1977) 

1 PQB4, PK4 2 NQB3, NQBJ 3 
NB3 (a) PB4 4 PQ4, PKS 5 NQ2 

(b) NB3 6 PK3 (c) PKN3 7 BKL 
BN2 8 RQNl, PQR4 9 PQR3. 00 
10 PQN4, PxP 11 PxP, NK2 12. 
QN3. >03 13 PNS, KRl 14 BR3. 
PBS' 15 N3xP (d) PxP 16 PxP, 
NxN 17 NxN, BB4 18 BQ3. NQ4' 


(e) 19. 00, NxP 20. RB3, QRS 21, 
PN3, QN5 22. RxN. RxB! 23. QxR, 
BxP 24. KN2 (f) QRfich 25. KRl, 
BxNchi (g) White resigns. 


(a) A more solid positional al- 
tet native is: 3. PKN3, PKN3 4. BN2, 
BN2 5, PKS. P03 6. KNK2. PB4 7 
PQ4, PKS 8. PQN4 (Spassky-Hori. 
3rd match game). In the 4th game 
Spassky (Black) varied with 6 
ICNK2 (instead of . PB4) 7 PQJ, 
00 8. 00, BK3 9 PKR3. QQ2 10, 
KR2. PB4. 


(b) After 5 PQ5, PxN 6. PxN, 
PxNP 7. PxPch, QxP 8. QxQch. 
BxQ 9 BxP. PQB.3 MCO gives 
eoualily; but in Ruban-Kupreichik, 
Minsk 19?6, Black played 5 , 
NR4 (instead of . . PxN) 6 NQ4, 
NxP 7. NxBP, QB3 8. NK3, BB4! 
9. NxP, BNSch 10 BQ2, BxBch 11, 
QxB, NxQ 12 NxQch. NxN 13 
KxN, 00 and had a distinct advan 
tage for the Pawn 


Other alif-rnatives ere 5 NK5, 
PQ3 6. NxN, PxN 7 PB3, NB3, and 
5 NKNS, NB3 6 PKR4, (6 NR3. 
PKN3 7 PK3. BN2 8 PQR3. PQl 
9 PQN4. NK2 10 QN3, 00 11 BN2. 
PKR3 12 000?, PB3 was played in 
Malikh-2ieshkovskv (Leiprig 197S| 
and Black won by storming Whttr’^ 
caFiled position) PQ3 7 PK3, PKR3 
8 NR3, PKN4 9 BK2, BN2 10 


KQ2!?, NR2 11 PR3. NK2 12. KB2. 
PBS 13. PxP PxP 14. PKN4, PQ4 IS. 
NPxP, NPxP 16. PxP, PxP 17. 
BRSch, KBl; this weird game, 
Georgadxe-Kuprekhik, Kostov-on- 
Doll, 1976 was drawn in the end 
game after exchange of Queens in 
a skirmish on the King side 

(c) liiterostiiig is 6. N2N1. PKN3 
7, BNS, BN2 8. PK3 as played 
SUetin against P.eshkuvsky, Kislo. 
vndsk 1972 

(d) Better IS OO By capturing 
the Pawn \Vhitr is caught m a 
trap, 

(e) If 19. PxN BxN 20 BxB, 
QRSch is strong. 

(f) 'Fhough temporarily a Rook 
up White has no defence, if 24 
RB4. QRS 25 RN2, BxN 26. B or 
RxB, QB8cb and maieat if 25 
RB2. NN5. 

(g) On 26. RxB, RB7 27 QRSrh, 
KN2 28. RK7ch, KR3 the checki 
ore ever and mate is inevitable 

END GAME 

East week’s ending by T B Oor- 
giev fCcsko Sach, 196-* t White 
KeS; Rd3'. Bdl. Ng4 Blaci Khl; 
Rb 2. Bf2, Pe! Will 1. 8t.4, Bg.)ch 
2 Ke4, Pe2 ^ Bxe2, Rxc2ch 4 
Kf3, Rk2 5 RdUh. Rgl 6 Rd2, 
Bc7 7 Rhith, Bxli2 8 Nf' male 



L. jeevanafldgn, southern Railway captain, winner of the 
In'er-Railway weightlifting shield, recoiling from C. G. 
Rangabashyam, Secretary (Education), Tamil Nadu 


How much do you know? 


by HOSh\ MlBrKl 


Inter - railway 
weightlifting 

QCUTHERN RAILWAV retained 

the inter railway weightlifting 
championship in Madras recenllv. 
aggregating 109 pom's Eastern 
Railway finished a close second, 
with 107 points, and were follow 
ed by Central (104) and Western 

T Chandrakanth of South Cen 
iral was adjudged ’Railway Shree, 
1977’ 

Adi Irani of Central Railwav 
emerged supreme in the super 
heavy class, setting three new 
marks — snatch 125 kgs., clean and 
jerk 165 kgs, total 290 kgs 

R R. Kumar of Southern Rail 
way bettered the existing meet re 
cords in clean and jerk and total, 
with efforts of ISO kgs and 260 
kgs. respectively, while winning the 
'middle-heavy’ title with 110 kg 

Tamil Selvan (ICF) busted the 
records in snatch and total while 
emerging the best in the ‘bantam’ 
class. His record efforts were 102 5 
kgs. and 225 kgs. His best clean 
and jerk effort was 122 S kgs. 

The following were the olhci 
winners with their best snatch, 
clean and jerk and total weights 
lifted within brackets: fly-weighi: 
Anil Paul (ER ~ 87 5-110-197 5). 
light-weight; M. L. Ghosh (CR — 
100-135-235); middle-weight; T 
Arul (SR — 100-142 5-242.5): light 
heavv-weight: V. K. Oaroga (WR — 
122.S142.5-265); heavy-weight: K. 
K. Pakklra (ER -- 115.14S.260). 


1 What should be the dimensions 
of a soccer field for an inter¬ 
national match'’ 

2. In how many ways can a box¬ 
ing contest be decided'" 

3 Can a 14-year-old wrestler com¬ 
pete in the junior world chain- 
pionship" 

4 Can a fielder other than the 
wicket-keeper, standing close 
to the wicket, stump out a 
batsman? 

5. In ball badminton, when is a 
ball in play" 

6. What colour should the souare 
in the corner to the right of 
each player he pn the chess 
board" 


7 In squash, the state of the 
game when the Server requires 
one point to win is called? 

ANSWERS 

1. The length shall be from 100 
In 110 metres, and the breadth 
shall be trom 64 to 75 meres 2- 
Six a) Win on points, b) win by 
knock-nut, c) win by disqualifica¬ 
tion. d) win by retirentent. e) win 
by referee stopping the contest and 
f) no contest, 3 No The age limit 
is between 15 and 20 years 4. No. 
5 From the time a player attempts 
to .serve until the baU touches the 
ground or until a fault or 'let’ is 
called 6 While 7 Game ball. 
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It’s here now,,. 


TURFIT 


The racegoer's comjiiehen<.ive guade 
Three Issues have already hii the stands 

Detailed analysis of every race run in 
Bombay, Bangalore, Madras and Calrntta with 
expert money-making commeiits 

Selections for the races at all cen res 

MAKE YOUR RAHNC PAY 
THE TURFITE WAY 
Ask your newspaper boy to deliver YOUR 
copy this and es-erv Satardav morsimg—wiftiont 
fail 

Pages 12 Price Rv 2 

Subscription: 

Annual: Rs 100 for S2 issues 
Half-yearly Rs 52 foi 26 issues 


Indian Institute 
of Skiing and 
Mountaineering, 
Gulmarg. 

win lioM 21'day ski certificata coursa. The 21>day 
eouraaa wig eommanca on January ■, Fabruary 1, 
Fabruary 24. March IS. In addition the 
institiita wiN also offer 10-day eoursas in skiing. 


FEES FER HEAD 



■tkiw 30 yaara 

30 yeart and akava 

It Says 

lla 100 wKk koarO 

lit 1100 witk katid 

iki esaraa 

aaO lai|ia| 

aad lad|ia( 


lb 300 witkaut 

Ra 700 wiiktut kaard 


kaanl aid ItOiiiis 

and Indiinf 

tSUaya 

Rs 300witk 

Rt too wiik knnid 

ahi cssfta 

kaaiO and ladRiaR 

and Indginf 


The lees loi the above courses are me lusive ol sKi 
insirurtions and Ihe use ol equipment and lills 
for tpphetUon forms and details of courses appl^ to 
The Princrpat 

Indian Institute ol Skiinq and Mountaineering Gulmarg 
Jammu ft Kashmir Cable SKISCHOOL GULMARG 
for further infortnalton contact 
Conernmenf of India Tourist Offices at 
Aan AuranqabSd Bombay Calcutta Cochin New Delhi 
Jaipur Jammu Khajuraho Madras Varanasi 
Aa/saaad by 

Dspsrtmant of Tourism. Govamment of India 


SHREE RAM SILK'S 


mel 

Polyester—Wool Texturised 

Inn 


In SIX inspiring 
shades for smoothei 
flow and beautiful 
clean writing. 



Polyester—Wool Texturised 

SUITINGS 

and 
80 <20 

SHIRTINGS 

delightfully new 
& economical 
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L-by JIMMY MEHTA^J 

w HICK tine^sc sliould ytni uke'* 

K 10 8 7 
A Q 2 
0 10 
K Q 10 7 

(N) 

(S) 

A Q J V ft I 
I 4 
7 .> . 

7 . 

None Viil'ttt'.l- Kidding 

N r S W 

S ? 21) 4S P 

1' P 

The defenct* yuiis off with three 
rounds of dunioiids, Fast produc* 
ing the ACF, King and Knave and 
West the mite, eigh. and four 

Declarer plays a spade to hand, 
both opponents lollowing suit A 
low club fi 1)111 hand fetches the 
fout front West, King from dummy 
and five from Fast A second spade 
to hand finds Fast cfiscarditig a 
diamond Another dub from hand 
fetches the t> from West What is 
your best chance of success’ Which 
finesse oi finesses should you 
take’ I his is the position 

K 

A Q 1 
nit 

0 1(1 ' 


A Q ft S 
S 4 
nil 
1 

The hand was played by a sea 
•oned declaret against seasoned 
opposition. At the given stage de* 
claref fine'ssed the ten of clubs — 
a free finesse ^ intending if the 
finesse lost to try and run out a 
tripleton Ace of dubs or fall back 
in the last resort on a heart finesse 
Nothing worked I The club ten lost 
to the knave and the smooth return 
of a low club from East wa< ruffed 
by declarer but the Ace did no! 
appear. The heart finesse Ion I 

Unlucky? W-e e-ell . . . ■ 

Percentegewise, declarer took all 
the chances But whet he missed 
was the very crux of the hand. 
Have you spotted it? Do you think 
Hast was marked on the bidding 
with the Club Ace and declarer 


should have ducked the third club 
with a heart discard? 

Let’s try and get a picture of the 
East hand. Could he have as much 
4S A K J X X of diamonds plus the 
heart King plus the club Ace for 
his overcall of 2 Diamonds? What 
would you do holding such a hand’ 
Would you not double “NT”? 

The basic assumption of the 
hand should be that either the 
heart King or the Club Ace is not 
with East On this almost stand-out 
assumption the hand is fool-proof 

When West follows low to the 
second club, declarer should play 
the Queen from dummy in the 
knowledge that if this loses to 
East’s Ace, the heart finesse is cer¬ 
tain to be right. He takes, of course, 
the technical precaution of trying 
to drop the club knave in three, 
but that is automatic and not the 
point of this hand. 

The full hand was 
K 10 X X 
A Q X 
Q 10 

K 0 10 X 

XX X 

xxxx KJlOx 

XXX AKJxx 

A X X X J X X 

A Q J 9 X X 

X X 
XXX 
X X 


The suggested play caters to 
every hand where the heart King 
and club Ace are divided and 
surely this is what the bidding told 
you! 

Sorry, readers! We missed the 
wood for the trees in the defen 
sive problem appearing In SPORTS. 
WEEK, November t3lh issue The 
suggested defence of a low club 
from East into dummy’s A Q cer¬ 
tainly destroyx iKe rafting squeeze 
executed against Santanu Chose, 
but there is no defence to the con¬ 
tract at least from the point when 
the East cards are handed over to 
the reader as pointed out Aioy 
Bardhan of Jubbulpur and G. Ven- 
katesh of Madras in letters to me 
On a club back, declarer can easily 
maniptllate a club ruff in dummy 
and later draw trumps and enjoy 
his diamonds — a mommappappg 
play. The actual defence which 
Santanu found of ruffing the third 
diamond and returning a tramp 
was the right defence Where we 
went wrong was in the post-mortem 
obsession of trying to find a de 
fence to the ruffing squeeze and in 
the process presenting diclarer 
with his contract on a platter. 
“Who knows”, as Venkatesh points 
out, “declarer might not even he 
aware of that bridge animal called 
the rulf'ng squeezel A trump back 
is the right defence' 


Treat for Calcutta fans 


AI.CIITTA has a treat in store 
for bridge lovers 

Immediately after the Gauhati 
Nationals there With be a Mammoth 
Open Pairs contest at the lavish 
Outram Club premises, planned on 
an unprecendented scale. 

Cash prizes for the lucky pairs 
will be 

1st Prize Rs S,000 
2nd Prize Rs 3,000 
3rd Prize Rs 1,500 

All this for an entry fee of only 
Ks 20 per pair 

There will also be an All India 
Invitation Team event restricted to 
selected teams from all over India. 

Calcutta’s own contingent will 
comprise of the formidable Bho- 
wanipore team which brought 
glory, as never before, to India at 
the recent Far Eastern Champion¬ 
ships, the Calcutta Furniture Re¬ 
creation Club, N.M.M.C. and Nir- 
mal Bros. 

Prom Bombay. Ruia’s and Tibre- 
wala's are the lucky invitees. 

Delhi will field a State Bridge 
Association team and the Central 
Secretariat Sports Club team. 

Andhra Pradesh and U P BridiK 


Assci^tion will be entitled lo one 
team each 

The winners and runners-up at 
the Gauhati Nationals are also in¬ 
vited to participate. 

PRIZES 

Winners Rs 9,000 per team 
Runners-up Rs. 4,500 ” ” 

Third place Rs 1,S00 ” " 

Fourth place Rs. 600 ” ” 

The programme will extend 

from December 26 to 29, both days 
inclusive, followed by the prize 
distribution on December ^ at 
7-30 pm 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

At a private school, a group of 
boys arranged a cricket match 
among ihentsclves. but found thev 
were one batsman short. 

’Why don’t we ask the head¬ 
master’? suggested one 

’Is he a hig hitter’’ asked an¬ 
other. 

‘1 should say so,’ said the boy 
as he ruefully rubbed his back¬ 
side. ‘mi-one's had more praciiceP 
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A sensational T, *\ 
autobiographyZ^ 
of E.A.S. PRASANNA 

^sfet 150 , 29 ///uitrstions Pnct Ri 20 - 

7\Mfl£La. Gx 

MAIL ORDER DIVISION 
3831 PATAUDI HOUSE ROAD, 
DARYAGANJ, NEW DELHI 110 002 

a/so at: 

CALCUTTA# ALLAHABAD# QOMBAY 


Now Palmolive's improved 
moisturized iaiher wilii SGL-4 lor 
even (loser, smoother shaves 


Palmotiv* I moiiiurizM l«h«r — 

new dOM even mere for yeu With 
lit unique Ingredient SOL 4 It heipe 
you werk up e rieh ereemy Itther / 

within teeondi tether thet rettint / 

meltture longer for oomlort ell / 

through your eheve Sotteni even the X 

htrdtet beerd Improvee rtier glide ^ / 

And while you gel your eleeeit — 

emootheet eheve ever Pelmolive t > 

rich emotllentecondition your ckin r 1 yjjBirTTa3^1iaUn6Lri 
Try the leteet ehevmg eentttion— 

Pelmeiive with SQL 4 

Choo$a your XM of ihwing 
phttun horn Ae/me/rve * 

PolmollM Do>Lum lottior mg/f' //^ SS 
the ereemy tmooth lether end ■ 

e bold meecuiine fregrence lor / 4 

reel eheving pleeture .— 

Polmollyp Lomon-broeh . ^ 

with e lemon-froth teng for e i 

refreehed efter-eheve feeling 

bolmoUuo Monthol-Cool —■S&jR# 

dethingly cool fregrence end /jSSKKfj 

ekln-coollng menthol 

Palmolivt—the choice of succenful men the world over I 
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BRIEFLY 


H OLDEI^S India have been 
drawn in Pool *A' of the 
World Cup vHockey Toornament to 
be held in Buenos Aires next 
March, along with six other eoua> 
tries including' Olympic Silver me¬ 
dallists Australia. Pakistan are in 
Pool ‘B*. 

THE DRAW: 

Pool *A* — India, Australia, Bel¬ 
gium, Canada, Entfland, Poland, 
West Germany. 

Pool *B’ — Argentina, Holland, 
Ireland, Italy, Malayktia, Pakistan, 
Spain. 

Top two in each V’'Ound-robin 
group qualify for the .semi-finals. 
The final will be plvyed on 
April 2. 


T OUIS CORDEIRO, president of 
the Bombay Hockey Associa¬ 
tion, is the new chairman t«f the 
selection committee, (seniors) of 
the Indian Hockey Federation. He 
was elected by a thumping mksio- 
rity at the special general body 
meeting in Madras Earlier, tfie 
special general body meeting ac¬ 
cepted the recommendations of lU’ 
executive committee to remove 
Jimmy Nagarvala not only from 
the chairmanship but from the 
selection committee itself Of the 
30 memliers, 21 were present. All 
except three — the Services, Uni¬ 
versities and Cuiarat (who abstain¬ 
ed fiom voting) — voted against 
Nagarvala 

‘E'NGLAND has finally joined the 
^ ranks of the uncivilised—^with 
fences at Wembley. 

The day when any football crowd 
could be controlled by two Bobbies 
and a horse, us Sir Stanley Rouse 
proudly used to claim, has sadly 
gone. Years ago, if we are honest. 

The uncivilised b^aviour of 
Britain’s heathen tans — emulat¬ 
ing any South American fanatics— 
has at last obliged the FA. to bow 
to the inevitable. 

When England played Italy re¬ 
cently the 90,000 crowd had to 
watch from behind the fences for 
the first time. 

Other nations, from Dublin to 
Damascus, yields to necessity and 
commonsense years ago. Only Bri¬ 
tain has recently remained fence 
free. 

Many will lament that England, 
once a land of law apd order, has 
declined so far that a aports crowd 
needs animal pens at any big sta- 
dliuq. 


yiJAY AMRITRAJ is concerned 
* about his injured forearm and 
the AILTA has decided to take no 
chances for India’s clash with 
South Korea in the Asian Zone of 
the Davis Cup at Coimbatore from 
December 11. Sashl Menon has 
been included in the squad. He has 
pulled out from the ATP competi¬ 
tions in Australia to be available 
for India. India’s team for Davis 
Cup: Premjit Lai (non-playing cap¬ 
tain), A n a n d Amritraj, Sashi 
Menon, J. Royappa and Ramesh 
Krishnan. * ' 


Teach yourself 
cricket 

•^HANK you readers, for 
* your positive and over¬ 
whelming response to the Col¬ 
gate-Palmolive sponsored 
“Teach Yourself Cricket” 
series. You will be happy to 
know that we have decided 
to continue the series 

As you know both Polly 
Umrigar and Sunil Gavaskar 
are presently in Australia, 
we are compelled to interrupt 
the series until their return 

Meanwhile, we are arrang¬ 
ing to send an auto^aphed 
photograph of Sunil Gavas 
kar to all who have mailed 
the coupon to us. 

— Editor 


A ustralia’s Johti Alexander 
outlasted Adriaeto Panatta 
(Italy) in a gruelling three-hoin’ 
54-minute five-set marathon, re- 
Mining the Davis Cup for Austrsdia 
Ml Sydney. 

Alexander came from b'ebind to 
win 6-4, 4-6, 2-6, 6-6. 11-9. Alexan¬ 
der’s victory over Penatta g'eve tha 
Aus.ralians an unbeatable a’-l lead 
and gained them the Cup which 
they have held 25 times but have 
won 01 ^ twice in the past 10 
years. The final singles bchween 
Roche and Barazsutti vras aban¬ 
doned with the score nt 12-12 
agreement with both teams ttnd 
will be listed as unfinished. 

Earlier, Tony Roche defeatisd 
Adriano Panatta 6-3, 64, 6-4 annl 

i ohn Alexander beat CorraA* 
iaraeutti 6-2, 8-6, 4-6, 6-2 to givt' 
Australia a 2-0 lead. But luuy’s 
doubles pair Panatta and Paulo 
Bertolucci beat John Alexander 
and Phil Dent 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 and re¬ 
duced the margin for Italy. 

EST INDIES XI beat an Aus- 
^ tralian XI by three wickets 
in Melbourne to win world series 
cricket’s opening “Super Test” 
with two of the five days to spare. 

Scores: Australian )□ 256 (1m 
Chappell 34, Bright 69. Ullee 37. 
Walker 30, Roberts 3 for S2, Hold¬ 
ing 4 for 60) and 192 (McCosker 
47, Hookes 63, Holding 3 for 72, 
Roberts 4 for 52, Daniel .1 for 45) 
lost to West Indies XT' 214 and 
237 for 7 (Fredericks 42. Richards 
56, Llovd 44, Murray 36, Walker 3 
for 43. Lillee 2 for 100, Pascoc 2 
for 56) 



I'vn ream'll to suspect you were enfiuged in an attempt to 
scale the new Ifembley anti-idio' tsnc' 


—DAVID MILLER 
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Rovers Cup 

Sporting—outright flop 


P thf sb Calcutta teams in the 
tournament proper of the 
Rovers Ctkp — two, Kalighat anu 
TftUygv.nj Afliragami were elimina* 
tad in the preliminary stages — 
only hiohammedan Sporting proved 
an ou tright disappointment. Seeded 
atraifiht into the quarter-final, the 
Bor/ioloi Cup losing finalists went 
dmyit tamely to Tata Sports Club, 
mb's have been in indifferent form 
all though this season. 

It was evident soon after the 
s'tart fijat their defence was as full 
rjf holes as a kitchen sink, with 
Aeir established stars, goalkeeper 
Taruo Bose and left stopper Asoke- 
ud Banerjee, who had been voted 
Ae outstanding defender in the 
Federation Cup at CochiiL aa the 
worst of the lot. Linkmen Sukumar 
Muicfaerjee and Chandan Gupta did 
not inspire much hope Neither did 
their forwards. 

On the other hand, Tata’s, who 
had been unimpressive while pre- 
vailina over Mahindra and Mahin- 
dra via the tie-breaker in the re¬ 
play itt the previous round, looked 


sharper. Veteran Merto Gracias 
held the key to their success, while 
their deep defence swiftly scot4±- 
ed whatever threats appeared to be 
developing. 

Tata’s success made the lower 
half semi-final an all-Bombay af¬ 
fair. Mafatlal fkwup, last year’s 
losing finalists who were seeded 
into the quarter-final, nearly paid 
the penalty for fiieir prodigality in 
the nrst half hour of the first meet¬ 
ing with Vasto Spwis Club. Suresh 
Ravallu and Rattan ^i^a were un¬ 
believably off target trom close 
range. 

Once Vasco turned the tide with 
a goal and the pressure on an un¬ 
steady Mafatlal defence they look¬ 
ed like advancing into the last 
eight But Mafatlal equalised and 
in the replay, in which Vasco lost 
Jose with a head injury and Ra¬ 
phael with a broken left shinbone, 
they had the edge, though their 
own defence did not impress. 

Harwood League champions 
Orkay Mills could have joined 



Aryan Club goalkeeper Lax- 
man Belel fists the ball 
away against Orkay 
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Mohamowdan Spardnc's Anwar Hussain (right) heads away a spectacular, dmse-ranga 

vpUey irf Tata's Camilo D’Silva 


Tata’s and Mafatla] in the last four 
in their very first meeting with 
East Bengal had Bernard Pereira. 
Gowder, Amarjeet Singh and Ar 
thur Pereira capitalised on their 
chances Victory would have been 
deserved, for Orkay acquitted 
themselves very well under the 
ceaseless raids of East Bengal in 
the first quar'er of an hour and 
then forced more dian an even 
share in the play 
Outstanding for Orkay agamst 
East Bengal was Qanesh Rao. The 
commerce student had been just as 
rominent against Aryan<> who 
ad endeared themselves with fine 
performances against Western Ratl- 
Ifvay and Dempo, whom they out¬ 


played in die replay. Aryans look¬ 
ed the best; balanced side from 
Calcutta till the big two from that 
centre entered the fray 

Another Calcutta team who rai 
sed high hopes were Bengal Nag 
pur Railway 11i» had had a hard 
time to get the better of Centuiy 
Rayon They showed themselves to 
be a fine outfit when -downing Sesa 
Goa But all this good impression 
they erased by going down meekly 
to Salgaonkar iq the pre-quarter 
final, 

Salgaonkar eut a so' -y figure 
against holders Mohun Bagan in 
the quarter-final, and depressed the 
Goan supporters latter, ■» ic 


trospcct, would cherish the perfor¬ 
mances of Vasco The 19o6 and 
1971 finalists fared better then 
the other four (tom Goa Their 
start, however, had been none too 
enroui aging They sneaked jiast 
Bank of India a local junior side, 
in the tiebreaker, after goalkeeper 
A1 eXInho escaped scotfree 
when violating the law against 
moving before the kicks from the 
penalty spot were taken Vasco had 
similar luck against Kidderpore, 
anothe’’ ('alcutta side with young 
players of promise m Gauranga 
Banerjee, Urnnis Williamson and 
Sankar Adhikary Kiddetpore had 
done enough to progics, further 

— SHARP &HOQTER 



Orkay Mills* Bernard Pereira Jumpa 
lake the ball part Aryan dab's 
Amalenda diedi 



• <* ^ ' . 

■ ".'v 


' ■' r ' 


B. N. Railway curtodian Pratap (Hie 
fiata away to foB Shamaiier IOmb (19) 
and Mhnaew (11). Defender inrbetween 
ia 6. (Hrtrtt and abend of Shamshar ie 
Bajal Dae 
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Q WILL the lateraatfoml Cric¬ 
ket Conference be able to 
arrive at a compromise with Kerry 
Packer? 

—N. K Chatterjee (Calcutta). 

A IT won’t be easy and, even 
^ if they arrive at one, it will 
be an uneasy compromise. 

HOW many Indian batsmen 
have scored five or more 
centuries in Tests and how many 
have recorded double centuries? 

—Sumit Kr Uas (Silchar). 

A TEN Indian batsmen have 
” recorded five or more cen¬ 
turies They are, with the number 
of centuries in brackets: P R 
Umrigar (12), S M Gavaskar (10), 
V Lw Manjrekar and V S Harare 
(7 each), M A K Pataudi (6), V. 
Mankad, P Rry, C G Borde, D. N 
Sardesai and G R Viswanath (5 
each) Five batsmen have register¬ 
ed double centuries They are 
Mankad (twice), Umrigar. Pataudi, 
Gavaskar and Sardesai 

HOW many Indians have 
^ scored more than 2,500 runs 
in Tests? 

—^N Ramesh (Pantnagar) and 
Ravi Shanker (Pudimadaka, A P) 



qwi 

J 


gig 


A SEVEN. They are Umrigar 
(3631), Manjrekar (3209), 
Borde (3062), M. A. K. Pauudi 
(2793), Gavaskar (2776), Viswa¬ 
nath (2681) and F. M. Engineer 
(2611). 

Q WHAT is your frank opinion 
about £. A. S. Prasanna? 

—Sidharth Taparia 
(Muzatfamagar, U.P.). 

A NOW on his tenth toiur, he 
is still one of our greatest 
bowlers ever. 

Q WILL you please give the 
Test record of Alvin Kalli- 
charran? 

—G Girija (Gulbarga). 
A IN 40 Tests, Kallicharran 
^ has played 68 innings, seven 
times not out, and scored 2,923 


nina at an average of 47 jW. B» 
has hit iqi eight ceaturies with 
1S8 againat England at hit bighett 

Q HOW many runt have betm 
scored Iqr C. R. Viswanath 
against West Indies and New Zea¬ 
land? 

—L. Sikhamani (DandeU). 
A IN 12 Tettt against She West 
^ Indies, Viswanath has scored 
958 runs, including two centunriea, 
at an average of 47.90. In six mM- 
chet araunst New Zealand he has 
made m 1 runs, including one cen¬ 
tury, at an average of 52.10. 


Q 


WHO hat scored the most 
runs in a day? 


—Poomalingsm (Tuticorin-3). 


A C. G. Macartney, of Austra- 
^ lift. He made 345 against 
Nottingnamshire at Nottingham in 
1921. 


Q WHO has taken the highest 
number of wickets in a Test 
match? 

—Sarfuddin Ahmed and 
Anirudhya Sarkar (Silguri). 


A 


J. C LAKER, adio claimed 
19 for 90 in the fourth T'est 


against Australia at Manchester in 
1956. 


1st HOCKEY TEST MATCH 

HOLLAND 

vs 

INDIA 

ON SATURDAY 
10th DECEMBER 1977 

4.30 p. m. at B. H. A. STADIUM 

*D’ BOAD, CHVBCHGATE, BOMBAY 
TICKET RATES 


WEST STAND (CHAIRS) Rs. 20.00 

WEST STAND (CHAIRS, MEMBERS) Rs. 10.00 

NORTH & SOUTH STANDS Rs. 10.00 

EAST STAND . Rs. 5.00 


ADVANCE BOOKING FROM 5th DEC. 77 
10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. 

TEST MATCH SPONSORED BY M/S. SMITH 
KLINE AND FRENCH, THE MAKERS OF tODEX 


Jg 
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Services soccer: lAF win 


A s in prerieua years, the Servi¬ 
ces FooUmII Chanpionidiip 
once again threw np several talent- 
ed players who could certainly 
have made it to the top in the 
game had diey less inmortant du¬ 
des to perform. 

Hm fact that Air Force — per¬ 
haps the least football-trained scc- 
tkm of die Services — won the 
championsh4> was not as important 
«s this. £ven this year, when the 
trophy traveled from Srinagar to 
Fm-t William in Calcutta, there was 
evidence once again of talent go¬ 
ing waste. 

The first salvo was fired when, 
after a picturesque and precise to- 
the-second opening ceremony, the 
championship got off to a start 
with joint holders Southern Com¬ 
mand taking on the Navy. The 
Navy boys did everything but win 
this mat^ They kept the ball in 
apposition territory for most part 
ot the game, but th^ went down 
1-3 to a far more opportunistic 
side. This game set the trend for 
future matches, because in almost 
every game, one saw good apnroach 
work and flashes of individual 
brilliance, but very little construc¬ 
tive attempts to score. 

On the strens^ of the first match. 
Navy should nave posed a stiff 
chaflenge to all comers, but they 
ended up last in Group *B’ of the 
tournament, drawing their match 
with Central Command and allow¬ 
ing the latter to move to the semi¬ 
final on better goal average, despite 
the fact that they, too, lost to 
Southern. 

In Group *A’, competiHon was 
more severe, with joint^olders 


Eastern Command and Air Force 
fighting neck to neck for top 
honours. Eastern benm badly, 
losing to Air Force 1-2 in die lea¬ 
gue; but th^ slammed in six goals 
against Nordiern and a round do¬ 
zen against Western. But Air Force 
went calmly to the top, notching 
up five a^nst Western and draw¬ 
ing 1-1 widi Northern. 

Air Force bad no problems with 
Central Command in die semi¬ 
final, thus bringing about a cur¬ 
ious situation vrhere two teams of 
the same group met each other 
agaim this time in die final. Eas¬ 
tern beat Southern without much 
difficulty. Both teams won by the 
barest of margins. 

The final ended goalless, with 
Eastern slightly superior. But the 
replay saw the airmen take com¬ 
plete control as the game progres>! 


ed. Although Eastern drew first 
blood, Indian Air Force were right 
on target. Balosubramaniam blank¬ 
ed out the lead Eastern gained 
through Defce early in the game 
and then consolidated the lead. 
Just before the match ended, 
Manoharan sent a bullet that crash¬ 
ed into Ae net 

Both lAP and Navy proved that 
even without much practice, indt- 
viuual prowess couio get teams to 
put up impressive displays. In fact, 
each of the seven teams had at 
least a couple of players who 
would have done exceedingly well 
with round-the^ear contact with 
the ball Ajit Singh and Shaha of 
Scuthern, Adhip Majumdar and 
Sonewol of Eastern, Rawat and G 
Singh of the Navy and Balaaubra- 
maniam of lAP were some of the 
outstanding players 

— AWJIT SEN 



entry for Coke Cup 


Record 

NDIA is among the 19 Asian 
countries who have entered the 
1979 FIFA World Youth Tourna¬ 
ment for the Coca-Cola Cup. Alto¬ 
gether 96 countries have expressed 
thw willingness to take ban in 
the second of the smies. ne first, 
held in Tunisia earlier this year, 
was won by the Soviet Union. 

Three teams who took part in 
‘ the inaugural tournaments final 
rounds, Austria, Spain and Iraq, 
have not entered this time. 

But the record number of entries 
clear^ indicates that this event, like 
the rIFA World Cnp, will soon 
become the most sought after prize 
by national teams of mat age grotqp 
(under 19). 

The entries are as foUowa: 

Etwepe (26): Belginm, Bulgaria, 
Csachouovucia, Cyprus, Denmark, 
England, Finlaind, France, Greece, 
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Hungary, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, 
Northern Ireland, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Ireland, Ru¬ 
mania, Sweden, Switzerland. Tur¬ 
key, USSR, Wales, West Go-many 
and Yugoslavia. 

Africa (19): Algeria. Camo-oon, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea. 
Ivory Coast, Kenya, Libya, Mada¬ 
gascar. Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo. 
Tunisia and Uganda. 

Asia (19): Bahrain, Brunei, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Israel, Jepan, Jordan. Malaysia 
North Korea, nilippmes. Saudi 
Arabia, Singwore, Sri Lanka, 
South Korea, Syria, Thailand and 
Yemen PR. 

North .and Cealcal America and 
Caribbean (19): Andgua, Bermuda. 
Canada, Costa Rks, Dominican Re¬ 


public, Gautemala, Grenada, Haiti, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nether¬ 
lands Andlles, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Surinam, 
Tiuiidad and USA. 

South Ama-ica (10): Argentina. 
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay 
and Venezuela 

Oceania (3): Australia, New Z^ea* 
land and the Republic of China 

The continental youth toutna- 
ments or the prelimmarv compe 
ntions must be held between Janu 
ary 1 and December 31, 1978 The 
final rounds among the last 16 mav 
be held in Japan A final decision 
on this will be made at the FIFA 
executive committee meeting ai 
Buenos Aires on January 11, t'l/S 

—SW Correspondent 
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A LMOST everybody I met last 

^ week was happy with Michael 
Ferreira’s winning the World 
Amateur Billiards Champion¬ 
ships at MelbiHirne. Which is all 
very encouraging considering 
that all these vcars we have bden 
concerned only with our perfor¬ 
mances in cricket. 

In fact, A F. $ Talyarkhan, the 
veteran sports commentator, par¬ 
ticularly referred to this fact 
and strongly ciiticised the cric¬ 
ket mania among Indians and 
the Indian press. 

Talyarkhan’s final comment to me 
on Ferreira’s victory was; “1 told 
you so.” 

The same day 1 met Talyarkhan, I 
met A. T. P. Sarathy, another 
famous sports writer and author 
of a biography on Wilson Jones. 
Naturally, 1 wanted to have his 
opinion, put I decided not to dis¬ 
turb him as he was busy writing 
his second book, a biography of 
Michael Ferreira. 

I did, however, ask Vi jay Mer¬ 
chant "Could you please state 
your views on Michael Ferreira’s 
recent victory? Is this only the 
aecpnd time diet an Indian has 
won an individual world cham¬ 
pionship? Or have there been 
other occasions? Can you tell me 
how many such occasions there 
have been?” 

Merchant replied 'T congratulate 
you for having asked a very 


' 1 

Buzzing Around 

by BtrgTBEE 

Interesting question/ You we 
awwded a terylane trouser piece. 
Please accept my hewdeat 
congratulations." 

Vijay AmritraJ, himself a famous 
sportsman, told me that Ferreira 
should have many, many more 
years of billiards in him and he 
was sure he would win many 
more championships and bring 
glory to his countiy. His only 
fear was that with all this com¬ 
petition play, he may develop a 
billiard elbow. 

The happiest part of it all ill that 
ofiicials of sports organisatiops 
other dian billiards are as happy 
as the billiards’ officials over 
Michael Ferreira’s success. A 
very senior official of the Indian 
Hockey Fedgrotion toM me that 
there was urgent need to main¬ 
tain India’s world supremacy in 
billiards. Ha wl<l that some time 
early next year he wpuld be 
organising a six-month billiards 
coaching cafnp at Patiala. 
Michael Ferreira wUl be among 
those invited to attend the camp 
and discipUng wiO be strict. 

An official of the Cricket Board 
was a Uttle less fordicoming in 
his comments and said he would 
require a Httlb time. He ^id he 
would firat like to study the var- 


ions reports and articlM written 
by Ferreira in newspqiers and 
magasihes and find out If they 
contaitted any objectionable com¬ 
ments against sports offkiels and 
seloctora, 

I would also like to state at this 
juncture that not only we iqiortt- 
men and sports organisations go¬ 
ing all out to welcome him back 
and celebrate his success. 

The Government of Punjab. I 
understand, is going to present 
him with a tractor, and the 
Government of India is present¬ 
ing him with two railway passes 
so that he can tour India with hia 
wife. 1 also learn that the Slate 
Bank of India, which* encourages 
all sportsmen and employs them 
on its staff, has offered Ferreira 
a Job which will provide hhn 
enough time to practise. 

1 also met I. S. Johar, famous film 
actor and patron of sports, and 
he told me that he was arranging 
a series of exhibition matches 
between Ferreira and leading 
film stars (both mala and fe¬ 
male) and the proceeds will go 
towards a purse for Ferreira. 

And S. K. Wankhede, who is an 
official on more sports bodies 
than any other person in the 
world, said that he would con¬ 
struct a billiard stadium. 

And now you must excuse me as I 
have to go and collect my tery- 
lene trouser piece. 


BOOnCHECONE 

MTHACUSSOr 



as 2ISSA 
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Dangerous 

J USTICE SLADE'a judgement on 
die Packer controvert U veiy 
dangerous for cricket. lue TCCB 

K d the ICC must appttal to a 
(her court to demand justice and 
save die game. 1 am Sitre cricket 
playing nations would give any¬ 
thing to save one of the world's 
best and most papular games. 

—Avaneesh Bhagat (Mussoorie) 


T AM sure that cricket lovers all 
over will join me in congratulat¬ 
ing Tony Greig, John Snow and 
Mike Procter for their resounding 
victory in court They have paved 
the way for Packer’s men to re¬ 
turn to Test and county cricket 
diereby enabling spectators to wit¬ 
ness real fighting cricket 

—T Sai Prasad (Madras) 


'T'HE sensible thing for the trie 
^ ket authorities to do now will 
be to negouate with Packer and 
reach a settlement Packer has re¬ 
peatedly said that be has no in.en- 
iion of killing the game. 

—Anil Raxdan (Srinagar) 


T hanks judge Slade for lifting 
the ban on the fifty five "Pac¬ 
ker series” cricketers 

— Shahid Anwar (Calcutta). 

BaiTiing 

T he appointment of Milind Rege 
as captain of Bombay Ranji 
tasun was baffling to say the least. 
Xt it hard to comprehend as to how 
Bknath Solfcar’s claims were so 
Hl^tly brushed aside 

— Umesh $ Naik (Goa). 

Bed tapism 

I T seems that red tapism has com¬ 
pletely marred the development 
6f our country’s sports. Some of 
our good players in various sports 
have "deserted” owing to ill-treat¬ 
ment and tyranny of our so called 
"sports-bosses”. It is about time 
that the sports administrations 
"1 e a r n” the true spirits of 
sportsmanship. 

— Jagadish Mehra (Baroda). 


Congrats Mike 

ONGRATULATTONS to Michael 
^ Ferreira, the newly crowned 
world billiards champion. While 
sports lovers throuidiDtit the coun¬ 
try are elated, this win must be 

? ;reat personal satisfaction for Mike 
or he is winning the title for the 
first time. 

—S Kanappan (Madurai). 


P LEASE convey my heartiest 
congratulations to King Michael 
on his great achievement Please 
also accept my congratulations for 
that super cover and timrly editor¬ 
ial 

—S N Ghogate (Bombay) 


A t last he's done it — and he’s 
done India proud too Now we 
can boast of having a world 
champion in our coun'rv After ‘a 
dog-fight tp <he end’ Mike Ferreira 
emerged the world billiards cham¬ 
pion Congrats Mike 

—H G Wells (Gwalior) 


C ONGRATULATIONS In Michael 
Ferreira for winning the world 
billiards championship and thus 
becoming he new world billiards 
champion Keep it up' 

—Vinu Nayar (Calcutta) 

Well done 


’lyriJAY has done it again By win 
' ning the Sth Indian Open Ten¬ 
nis Championships, Vijay Amritraj 
has once again shown that he is 
capable of winning titles and bring¬ 
ing home glory Keep it up Vijay, 
we would like to see you with Wim¬ 
bledon crown 

- Victor Vas (Bombay) 


Same old story 

rpsHlS year’s Indian Grand Prix 
^ tennis championship has once 
again unfolded the same old story 
or sub-standard entries and last 
minute withdrawals The Indian 
Open has become a gathering of 
mediocre players for some unchal¬ 
lenged points and money But was 
it meant to be like this’ How can 
these tourneys help improve Indian 
tennis? 

—Animesh Chakravorty (Howrah). 


informative 


T he article ‘Karpov awaits the 
Challenger’ SPORTSWBEK 
dated 20 Nov 77 was highly infor¬ 
mative. Let there be more articles 
like that. 

— Lalit Kumar (Calcutta). 



• Uitiqutt Exercite Dsvica wuh 
ADJUSTABLE RESISTANCE 
POWER GAUGIi. Precision mould¬ 
ed III tough hard wearing HOPE 
thermo plastic virtually 
tndesiruciible 

• Operete by twisting handles 
rapaetedly in Opposite directions— 
in 5 different exercises 

• Ideal lor Body-bullders Sportsmen 
etc becausii it develops the Giip 
together with powerful Wnsi 
inovements 

• PRICE Rti 60/- (No Taxes) 
Pos'.iga f’acking Rt 6/ extra 

a FREE TRIAL If not sapatied 
return equipment within 14 days 
foi full riifurid uf purchase price 

• available from 

M/s Pc/si J Padshah, 

16A Ahtamont Rd . 

BombrSy 400 026 Also from — 

Alla Spoi ts Metro House 

Bombay 40U 00^ and other leading 

Sports and Ganeral Stores in Bombay 

ALL-IMDIA 

STOC KISTS WANTED 
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Manitou is tops 



HO decides which ht>rses 
™ champion trainer R. R. By- 
ramji's retained jockeys, the In¬ 
dian ace Vasant Shinde and the 
Irish star George McGrath. rid<9? 
Does he himself do so, do the 
riders pick their own mounts or do 
the owners have their say? No mnt> 
ter how it is worked out there is 
not the slightest doubt that he lost 
three races because his riders were 
on the wrong mounts. 

Byumji obviously has an embar¬ 
rassment of riches. He saddled 17 
of the 89 runners who ran in Bom¬ 
bay last week for an average ol! 
about 20 per cent. In fact, four of 
the six Class One runners for the 
Baga Cup were from his jrard. He 
won three rares with Manitou and 
Night Crown, vrho are in the front¬ 
line of contenders for the 2,000 
Guineas, and Roflect, who is a can¬ 
didate tor the 1,W0, and he lost 
certain races on Iitiphal, Track 
Flame and Loyal Laciy. 

Imphal was beaten 1^ half a 
length by Tuco Toucan in the 1,400 
metres Oaga Cup because McGrath 
carried 1.5 kilos overweight and, 
apart from the fact that McGrath 
handled Track Flamu most injudi¬ 
ciously, she went down by a short 
head to Muiiin because be declared 
two kilos hverweigbt. 

iFinally, had Loy.il Lady been 
given better assistarice then young 
Gous was ablo to ifive her she 
would have been ret urned the win¬ 
ner of the Bangalore Cup in which 
Shinde rode So Britiht and Mc¬ 
Grath was on Inza'. Shinde could 
have ridden both Implial and Track 
Flame at their handicap rating. 

Most interest naturally centred 
on Byramji’s Manitoh, Night 
Crown and Track Flame as they, 
apnrt from Sholay whosw ability to 
see out the Guineas trip of 1,600 
metres is in some doubt, are his 
foremost Classic candidates and 
the public concentration on his 
stable is understandable as he is 
the dominant schooler in Bombay 
and he achieved the distinction cf 
becoming the first-ever trainer to 
wiir ail five Indian Classicit last 
season with Squanderer and 
Reprint. 

Manitou proved himself to be 
the top three-year-old in the land 
when he beat the beat opposition 
in the Bangalore Derby although 


he was the least experienced of the 
runners as he bad started his 
career at that certtre and had won 
from all hit three starts before the 
Derby. The Grey Gaston-Dusty 
Marta colt, who is in the ownar- 
ship of the fantastically lucky Ran- 
jit V. Bhat and Yogesh M. Shah, 
was making his first appearance 
on the Bombay track in me 1,400 
metres Morvi Cup in which he had 
to carry 61.5 kilos by the terms. 

He won readily by two and 
three-quarter lengths from the 
highly-rated Noble Dancer, who 
was 2.5 kilos below him, although 
Shinde, who was astride, had 
plenty in the saddle. 

Manitou is the top candidate for 
the ' 2,000 but the superstitious 
amongst railbirds will be sceptical 
about his Derby chances because of 
the hoodoo which it is widely be¬ 
lieved is attached to the Morvi 
Cup winner in the Blue Riband. It 
is significant to recall that the last 
Morvi Cup winner to claim the 
Derby was Prince Pradeep. That 
was in 1964 and since then such 
short-priced runners as Sun Deep, 
Hard Held and Heliantha have 
failed to do sot 

Night Crown (Mighty Sparrow- 
Naloma) has more experience than 
Manitou and, unlike him, has raced 
after the Bangalore Derby- He won 


the Myaore 2,000 and was narrowly 
beaten W Beloved Prince in the 
Mjtsore Derlw. He was all the rage 
in the 1,400 metres Class Two 
Sorabji Cawasji Petit Plate - and 
thougn he only spared one and a 
half lengths to Gateway of India, 
who was in receipt of diree kilos, 
and bad to be sUretebed to do so 
he was actually much better as he 
was baulked for an opening early 
in the straight and had to bide hit 
time. 

Track Flame surrendered her 
unbeaten .record on the altar of Mc¬ 
Grath's overconfidence. This half- 
sister to Track Star (she is by Grey 
Gaston-Traxana) was the only 
one of the eight-horse Class Three 
field for the 1,4(X) metres Baroda 
Plate in which Muffin played the 
role of pecemaker, to be backed. 

McGrath kept her well under 
control even in the homestretch al¬ 
though Muffin had increased her 
lead. He gat her going about 300 
metres out and tbou^ she made 
up ground purposefully she was 
beaten by the proverbial whisker. 
As such, this run is be.st forgotten. 

Make a note of Charming, Money 
Talks, Touch of Venus and put 
your shirt on Noblesse Oblige if 
she runs in a handicap race and not 
the 1,(XK) Guineas. 
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Creamy cologney lather. Lavish...generous. Cologne fragrance, 
tingling with freshness. Freshness you can face ^e day with. 
Godrej Shaving Creams. With a choicre. 

Rich Foam and Menthol Mist. 
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Hrmmc out ... khauo ansaw 


AllTA shirking responsibility 

Is Grand Prix 
worth it ? 

rpHB word 'grond* in conaoction with the Indian 

Grand Prix haa ceased to have any meaning. 
For one thing the Tournament does no better dian 
attract, for the most part, third, it not fourth rate 
‘stars’. On balance, fm all the ^ort that goes into 
it tHTganisationally and financially, the returns for 
Indian tennis have been meagre ever since i's incep> 
tion in New Delhi in 1973. 

Consider the Colgate Grand Prix Championships 
of India 1977 which Vijay Amritraj won earlier this 
month-for the third time in four attempts in the 
process pocketing a cool (U S} $ 8,750 in foreign 
exchange which was not bad reward for a week’s 
work. Easily the best oiganised Grand Prix to date, 
th.e Mahvashtra State Lawn Tennis Association has 
a devoted, energetic team of workers —^ the Bombay 
Ope*n provided some interesting tennis for the afi< 
cianados hungry fgr quality fare But on the whole, 
it cannot be said to have been a success tennis>wise 

Financialiy too, only the large sponsorship from 
Colgate, Air<India, Godrej and others who have 
announced a $2 million bonus pool, the largest in 
the history of professional tennis, for 1978, tipped 
the scales to the credit side. The victory of Vijay 
Amritraj, who until the start of the tournament had 
earned U.S. $ 104,218 during the current year, gave 
the siseable but partisan and vociferous crowds 
plenty to shout about but, by and large, the tennis 
served up was lacklustre with some of the *hot 
diott’ who finally participated appearing to be 
strangely lackadaisical. 

Before that came the all-too-familiar tale of 
last minute withdrawals, of some of the 'big* names. 
But the gap in standards has narrowed considerably 
of increasing competition and there may 
net be much to dioose from between a player rank¬ 
ed twentiedi imd ranked fiftieth. Some of the players 
Uko Baul Ratnirez and Onny Parun who were com- 
paratlvsdy unlcnown in India when they played here 
have done witll with experience on the international 
dreiiit Not .a single Grand Prix has gone by with¬ 
out diU ifvwof-ioumameat uttieUmax. 

% 

Tim OBoetiw, 50,000 US dollar Indian Open has 
never attracted the craaM — wriginally this year’s 
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COVER: Chetan Chauhan had the distinction of 
hitting the first century cd this cricket tour of 
Australia. Transparency: Gopal Bhat 


top card was Bill Scanlon, ranked 37th in the Asso¬ 
ciation of Tennis Players rankings, the barometer 
of player standing in world tennu. But the initial 
card did have depth and width for as many as 19 
confirmed entries from players of different natio¬ 
nalities from among the top 100 players had been 
received for Bombay. This was better than Calcuna 
(15) in 1975 and Bangalore (7) in 1976 of the 
two previous Opens. 

Then as tiie curtain was about to go up the roD- 
call of drop-outs began to be read. Fourteen ^yted 

continued on p 35 
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Indians Down Under 


b V D f C K V F- i J\» A, G G R 


A win for cricket 

i 


A s the Srst Test at the ’Gabba 
was coining to its pulsating 
cUbwx, a veteran Australian jour¬ 
nalist sitting near me, said; "Good 
Heavens, two in a lifetime is too 
much for any one man”. 

My friend, ot course, was con¬ 
sidering the prospect of a second 
Hrishane tie. India got close enough 
for the phenomenon to recur in a 
qwn of 17 years and Bobhy Simp¬ 
son said afterwards that it was the 
finest Test he had played in since 
that famous Benaud-Worrell senes 
of 196041. 

The 4,000 strong crown and the 
mdlions watching on television 
were stirred not only by the close 
finish but by the good humour and 
dhivahy that prevailed during the 
C^losing moments. During the un¬ 
bearable tension of the last over, 
Biahan Bedi, a tail-end batsman 
cracked a Joke and a reputedly 
fierce and competitive fast bowler 
in Jeff Thomson smiled in res¬ 
ponse. 

Not only did Thomson smile, but 
desisted from bowling bouncers be¬ 
cause the batsmen at the wicket 
were tailnanders. The good humour 
brionged to a match on the village 
ipreen and the men involved proved 
mat yiciouBness need not be an in¬ 
gredient of aporting rivalry even at 
the International level. 

As Australia’s new wicketkeeper, 
fiteve Rixon, fell to his ri^t to 
eauh India’s last roan, Chandra¬ 


sekhar, and finish the Test, with 
only 16 runs separating the two 
sides, my first emotion was not of 
disappointment that India had lost 
but of great pride that eleven men 
of my country had contributed to a 
famous victory, A VTCTOftY FOR 
THE GAME OF CRICKETI 

That is how a lot of Australians 
saw it as well, not just as another 
Test won by Australia, but as a 
triumph for a sacred institution 
which can now take up arms with 
faith and courage against those for¬ 
ces trying to give our ^eat and 
noble game an unwanted image of 
plastic and cardboard 

India lost this Test in spite of 
enjoying most of the luck that was 
going. Bedi lost the toss, but this 
vras no reverse because^ Simpson 
decided to bat, a decision which 
would have drawn a lot of criticism 
if Australia had lost, for he put 
Australia’s head on the block of a 
wet pitch. 

As far as the pitch was concern¬ 
ed, Queensland’s caotain, John 
MacLean did India a big favour by 
his hysterical wolf-crying about the 
neighbouring pitch on which they 
were beaten in just over two days 
in the pre-Test game 

While MacLean’s criticism of 
that pit^ influenced the curator. 
Kevin Ford, into over-svatering the 
Test pitch, it sowed seeds of doubt 
about its durability in the mind ot 


Bobby Sinipaon, who vrmild not 
dare take tne riak of batting lam. 

So India got vdtat they wotild 
have wanted —• to bowl first. Mo- 
hhider Amarnath got an aarly 
breakthrough and tiien BadL get¬ 
ting turn from the damn pitseh at 
will, gnawed through the Austrar 
lian battinjg Simpaon triad to eoun- 
tm-attack him, but quickly cama to 
grief. 

Only Peter Toohey, who had. al¬ 
ready shown his splendid ability in 
the New South Wales match in 
Sydney survived this collapse He 
had assistance over 47 minutes from 
left-hander Tony Mann, but stUl 
Australia were 132 and Toohey, 49, 
when Alan Hurst, the last man 
came out. 

Toohey now decided to swing his 
bat and get what runs he could be¬ 
fore the last wicket was mopped up 
and the very first time he cnaocecl 
his arm, he mistimed a drive and 
lofied the ball to mid off. It was a 
fairly comfortable catch for anyone 
more agile and athletic than the 
veteran Prasanna, who could not 
even get under the skied ball 

So the last wicket added 34 runs, 
all of them scored by Toohey, who 
was resourceful enough to keep 
the strike for all but nine halls 
during this most useful stand. 

Toohey had also survived a 
stumping chance off Bedi when he 
was 16 in a total of 67 for five, but 
it was a difficult chance in that 
Toohey had hit over a ball of pretty 
full leng'h. Such stumping chances 
are not the easiest. 

By the second day, the pitch had 
dried out and played beautifully. 
It was true in bounce and the 
bounce was never too high. But 
India contrived to get themselves 
out for 155 after losing Sunil Gava¬ 
skar on the evening of the first 
day. 

Wayne Clark and Tony Mann, 
both Western Australians playing in 
their first Test, had the best 
figuras, 4 for 46 and 3 for 12. But 
their analyses reflected some of 
the gl<^ of Jeff, Thomson, Who 
came behind them with 3 for 54. 

Thomson was infindte^ more ac¬ 
curate than in tho Queensland 
match and in spasms, vary fhst. He 
was distinctly unlw;]^ not to jdek 
up a wicket or two in the first ^ell 
ot the morning bariause he beat the 
bat many times, most often Vang- 
sarlttt’s. If Venmatkar did not get 
a touch it waa tvacaute the pace 
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Simplon dives but fjiis to bold an edged sbel bjr 
Gavaskar ofli Tbomson 


b«M tiim iidUbieM]^ for Mn not 
(b ht *bi« » mm coatactk 

VmgMrker suryived to «Hkke 4& 
pkqrtog with detemdiuitiOQ ana 
comraga. 'What one realbr amacia- 
tad dfiioiit this innlcup was mat die 
IMMiiigater did not lose confidence 
a# a ropttlt at being Jlieaten. If the 
next but wM well pitched u|k he 
was not afraid to come on his front 
foot and let the bat go through. 

Vistranath plswed a‘ cool, com¬ 
petent innings oi 45 and the pair 
put on 75 runs for the third wicket 
to pull India out of a bad start. But 
in the last over before lunch, Vis- 
wanath played his favourite on 
drive off me legs at Mann, bowling 
his first Test over, and was caught 
at midkwicket. 

Not long after lunch, Thomson 
bowled a superb bouncer to Venp 
sarkar and got him out in a man 
tier to which there was only one 
precedent in Test — fait wicket 
with the batsman’s cap dislodging 
a bail It last happened to Joe Solo 
mon, of the West Indies, in Mel 
bourne, in 1960-61 

The violent jerk with which 
Vengsarkar swayed out of the 
bouncer’s line caused the cap to 
part company with his head It was 
a beautiful ball, as I said, bui 
should Vengsarkar’s wicket be cre¬ 
dited to "Thommo” or the outfitter 
who designed and stitched the cap? 

On pretty recent tours, Indian 
players have had shirts and flan 
nels that have shrunk out of sire 
Now they are lumbered with ill 
fitting caps 1 can remember the 
tune when the Board’s official cap 
maker used to come and measure 
each player for sue and make a 
special note of the shape of bis 
head 

But such care can only be taken 
when the team is picked reasonabh 
before the start of the tour and 'f 
the cap-making is entrusted to an 
able craftsman I think the Board 
of Control will find one such per 
son in a Mr Lewis, of Carnac 
Road, Bombay 

The undoing of Vengsarkar by a 
bouncer left its mark on the middle 
of the batting, although this is not 
apparent from the scorecard which 
snowB Patel and Madan Lai as 
having fallen to V^l'ayae Clark But 
they as much as Mankad were 
softened up by friend "Thommo” 

Althov^ the pitch was. as I said, 
placed, wo had the unedil^ng 
spectacle of Patel and Madan Lai 
backing away when playing Thom¬ 
son. If Mankad did not quite draw 
away from the line, he made little 
effort to vet bMiind the ball 

If India came anywhere near 
aMtehing the moderate Indian to 
tal. It was becauw Kirraani and 
Prasantia offorad soma rcaistanca 
•t tho oad In fact, Prasknng, with 
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23, was the next highest scorer 
after Vengsarkar and Viswanath 

The match really was lost on the 
first innings There was no help in 
the pitch tor the fingcr-spinners 
in the second and it was an agree 
able surprue that Australia did not 
make more than 327^ a score that 
included the first innings of any 
size in four against India by the 
batsman of the Ausifahan season, 
David Ogilvie, who had notched up 
three ^effield Shield hundreds 

Simpson made a haid fought 89 
and young Toohey, another spark 
ling 57 Still, Australia were 246 
for eight and 277 foi nine before 
some lusty hitting by Thomson and 
Hurst put them in a match-winning 
position 

With Bedi and Prasanna able to 
make such little impression, it was 
just as well that Madan Lai and 
Chandrasekhar bowled so well on 
the third day and also that India 
took all their catches 

India were left with 341 to get, 
a mil order which became even 
more daunting when Clark trimmed 
Vengaarkar’s off stump with onlv 
seven rum on board An unnerving 
thought at the time was that Sunil 
Gavaskar, on whom so much de 
pended, had not played a long in 
nings for almost a month because 
of mjuo 

But Gavaskar rose brilliantly 
above this handicap with a souniL 
mature and chancmeH innings of 


113, a centui? that I would rate as 
the best of ms eleven in Tests 
apart from the one at Old Ttrafford 
in 1971, when pitch conditfams 
were more testing and when Eng¬ 
land’s attack was so wolLequiiq^ 
to use them. 

Mohinder Amarnath weighed in 
with 47 and Viswanath, batting 
more fluently than in die first im 
ntngs, promised a big innings bnt 
did not provide it V^ile the two 
ktile masters were together, India 
looked to be gaining the upper 
hand 

But too soon after lunch, Viswa* 
nath's bat flailed in an atlimipt to 
square cut Thomson and Ogime, at 
gulley, came up with an astoun- 
dingly brilliant catch India wanted 
iust under 200 runs then and their 
chances receded by a long way 

Gavaskar was unperturbed b^ 
this reverse and another quick exit 
bv Patel Mankad hung on for a 
while and then when the second 
new ball came after tea, Gavaskmr 
eventually succumbed — to a very 
good ball from Wayne Clark 

We were resigned to a ^ck 
finish then, but Kirmani and Bedi, 
with a quite unforgettable partner¬ 
ship of 40, took India to the very 
tfaieshold of vKloiy Kirmani fully 
justified his promotion in the bat¬ 
ting order and Bedi played same 
shots which must have brouidit a 
flush of embarrassment to some 
batsmen of higher station 
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MHlp Vencnrlur'a dUmiMal in die first imliiKB of the first Test between India and AnsSralia at Brisbane. 
AtteiiHin te avoid a Thamson bumper his cap fell, disled«inie a baH. Below. David Ogilvie about to Mi 

caught bj' Viswanadi off Bedi in the first inoiiipk 
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Simpson: Fm no old lins-beeii 



SimiMoa sweeps Bedi to reach his SO in the second innings 


B obby SIMPSON’s cricketing 
talent has always been matched 
by the size of his ego. Now his 
swatting, faintly arrogant walk 
s^nboliaes perfectly the new mood 
of the Australians. 

Their team, ravaged by England 
last summer and decimated by de> 
fectors to Packer, had the smell 
of defeat all round it . . . until 
the remarkable renaissance of 41* 
year-old Simpson. 

At home in Sydney, Simpson’s 
Increasing reUsh for this new chal¬ 
lenge is apparent as he looks back 
on his match-winning innings of 
89 in the first Test against the 
Indians. 

He says; “That gave me more 
personal satisfaction than I could 
nave dreamed. I was always con¬ 
fident I could do the job and now, 
well. I’m seriously thinking about 
the England tour here next year.” 

The 5ft. Sin. batting giant will 
be 43 then, but he insists: “I’ve 
got no worries fitness-wise. I’m 
Btill pretty quick on the old foot¬ 
sies as I’ve shown this week. And 
to be honest the thought of tackling 
England again does hold an awful 
lot of appeal for me." 

All doubts about Simpaon’a phy¬ 
sical condition wore obmerated in 
these five historic hours et Bris- 


Greig delighted 

T ony GREIG, deposed England 
cricket captain, now one of 
Kerry Packer’s staunchest lieuten¬ 
ants, has been invited back'as cap¬ 
tain of Sussex. 

But it’s by no means a universal 
choice. After 11-3 committee vole 
to welcome Greig back, two of the 
dissenters George- Cox and Billy 
Grifiith — former MCC secretary— 
resigned from the committee. 

And Cox, a Sussex stalwart for 
SO years, labelled Greig a failure 
as captain and pikyer for the coun¬ 
try. 

Greig welcomed his reappoint¬ 
ment as a bridge head between the 
Packer organisation and Lord’s. 

Greig said: “I’m delighted for 
the sake of die team we have built 
at Sussex and tb* fine peo|>le who 
run cricket there and bwause from 
thot position I will be able to chat 
with influential people about the 
present division in the game.” 

Greig, who has been peddling 
the “compromise” line more and 
more strongly in the past few days, 
added: “As Sussex skipper, I can 
sit down with people at Lord’s nr 
on the TCCB and discuss the dif¬ 
fering philosophies. This whole 
matter must end in compromise. 
The only question is when.” 


bane when he carried Australia 
from 7 for three to 233 for five. 

In a sport gflttering with great 
comebacks. Simpson’s must rate 
among the greatest. 

“I desperately wanted «to get a 
score,” he said, “to prove to the 
lads that 1 wasn’t an old has-been 
or some sort of figurehead brought 
in just to give the team a bit of 
respectability. 

“The great thing was 1 didn’t 
feel a bit stiff afterwards. Every 
day gets easier now. I put myself 
through a rigorous running pro¬ 
gramme at the start of the season 
and shed a stone. It’s all paying 
dividends.” 

Overtures had been made fn the 
past to Simpson — who had played 
52 times for his country before 
retiring from Tests 10 years ago-— 
to return. He refused because he 
believed “Australia were in good 
hands and had enough -talent to 
stay at the top.” That was before 
Packer stepped in. 

As Peter Toohey, the other bai¬ 
ting hero with debut scores of 82 
and 57, said: “Simmo has giyen us 
a foundation of real team qiirit 
We’re determined not to let faint 
down.” 

.-^AVID EMERY 
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THE ART OF CRICKET 

t 

Selection and local interest 


n BGRETTABLY in Auairalia, but 
undcratandably, there it a pre- 
dlapoaltioB for critics to support 
caiiditlates from tbeir own state. 
For instance if there is a match in 
Sydney where two batsmen make 
cantnriat on the same day. one of 
thorn a Victorian and the o^er a 
New South Welriiman, the Sydney 
publicity is likely to draw atten¬ 
tion to me local man’s performance, 
whcrefs the Victorian headlines 
win feature their chap. 

That is what th^ term "local 
interest" in Journafism The same 
thing doubtless happens in England 
where ttie rivalry may be between 
North and South or Yorkshire and 
Lancashire. 

A perfect example of narrou- 
mindedness is the following quota¬ 
tion from a letter to a newspaper:— 

"Selection of the Australian team 
to tour . . is a very bad show for 
... ", naming the state. The writer 
evidently hadn’t the sli|d>test inte 
rest in whether the team was a 
good selection for Australia He 
was only concerned with the repre¬ 
sentation of his state. 

If only we could get a broad na¬ 
tional outlook in these matters it 
would make the selectors’ job 
much easier. 

Remember, too, that selection 
committees must work as a team. 
They must publish their collective 
choice on the majority vote 

I have kno%m occasions when 
not one of the selectors had his 
own way. Every selector was out¬ 
voted two to one on some indivi¬ 
dual player. That is why it is so 
unfair and ridiculous for a player 
who is omitted to blame an indivi¬ 
dual selector or harbour a grudge. 

Another point so often overlook¬ 
ed is that selectors must choose 
from the material available, be it 
good or bad. 

If the team loses, what then? 

A newspaper heading I recall 
ran sometning like this, "Our team 
has taken a Mating so throw out 
half the side." The writer made no 
attempt to prove the losing side 
was not the best one available, but 
merriy demanded a change. 

What sort of recognition is that 
of the better players who arc being 
asked to stand aside for inferior 
ones, std^y because they didn't 
win. 

Surely it is the selectors’ duty to 
pick ww they consider is the best 
team, except of course, where tbw 
are specifueally instructed to pick 
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a Colts team. Second Eleven or 
such-like. 

Vfhen 1 was Australian XI cap¬ 
tain and selector, I was castigated 
more than once for the omission 
of a certain man when in fact I 
fought for bis inclusion. But those 
details can’t be puUished. I simply 
mention them in the hope that the 
difficulties of selection committees 
may be more fully understood. 

Selectors invariably travel large 
distances and give up much valu¬ 
able time to carry out their work. 
They don’t expect thanks but they 
do appreciate tolerance After all, 
they are usually far better inform¬ 


ed and far better qualified to judge 
than their detractors 

And as their services are given 
in a voluntary capacity, it is scarce¬ 
ly to be wondered at when the^ 
take a little unkindly to biting cri¬ 
ticism from people who never do 
any voluntary work for the game 

From my personal point of view 
I think my greatest worry about a 
selector’s job is the necessity to be 
a party at times to the omission 
of a wonderful chap and friend 
because judgment and conscience 
say there is a better choice 

The worst experience 1 ever had 
in that regard was in helping to 
choose an Australian team for Eng¬ 
land prior to World War II It came 
to a decision between two players 
from different states There was 
very little between them in batting 
or bowling skill One of them, in 
my opinion, had a better future as 
a batsman and he was the youn¬ 
ger, but his opponent was a bet¬ 
ter field in a k^ position which 
needed filling This latter point 
carried the day. 

The boy omitted was a great 
personal friend of mine and a 
magnificent character and I was 
very grieved in casting my vote 
against him because my conscience 


so dictated. 1 scarcely slept a wink 
for two nijdits after that decision. 
However. I consoled nqrself with 
the thought that he was young and 
would go later. Alaic be never did. 
Instead he lost his life in the ser¬ 
vice of his coun^ in World War 
II as a very gallant airman. 

That is the kind of poignant me¬ 
mory one cannot avoid if one is 
conscientious in the Job. The fact 
that your final choice dMS well Is 
some compensation but then rau 
never know how the other chap 
would have performed. 

It is the custom in Australia for 
three selectors to choose the in¬ 


ternational teams. Their choice is 
handed to the Board of Control 
who may (for reasons other than 
cricket ability) reject any person 
and ask for a replacement Ihe 
selectors choose me captain and 
vice captain for matches within 
Australia but for administrative 
reasons the Board makes these ap¬ 
pointments for tours overseas 
though doubtless it takes note of 
the selectors’ recommendations. 

In England it is customary to 
have four selectors who pick the 
captain and he then becomes the 
fifth sdectoc. 

I am very much in favour in 
principle of the captain being a 
memb^ of the selection commit¬ 
tee He is the man who must fus¬ 
ion his team from the parts at his 
disposal and it seems natural and 
right that he should have a say in 
choosing them. 

But there are serious wactical 
difficulties in the way of Imple¬ 
menting such a theory in Australia. 
It can be done fairly easily on a 
State but not an International level. 

In any event the selectors keep 
in very close touch with tbf 
captain. 
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The comeback klng$,,, 4 

A rose amid ‘Black Death’ 


htst in llw Kriea on die men 
who could mUI weave mn^ 
lone aStet the qwrtiiig public 
thoufht thejr were flniciied 


by JAMES LAWTON 

W HEN Wes Hall and Charlie 
(^iffith bowled in the Eng¬ 
lish summer of 1966 the West In¬ 
dian drums sounded not for carni¬ 
val but for carnage. 

There was the scent of blood in 
the air as a distinguished English 
captain, M. J. K. Smith had his 
Tost career swept away by a sheer 
and devilish pace. 

Colin Cowdrey. Ken Barrington 
and Jim Parks, swayed, ducked and 
were diminished. Only Colin Mil- 
burn seemed relaxed in the battle. 

Hall thundered to the wicket in 
great bounding strides, a gold chain 
swinging across his bared chest, and 
the red ball in his great fist seem- 
ed to carry the menace of a cut- 
lass. It was hard to imagine that a 
more fearsome man had sailed the 
Caribbean. 

The threat of Griffith came more 
subtly. Hu run was shorter but in 
the final explosion of effort he 
seemed to catch fire. And some said 
he threw the ball. 

For English cricket the need was 
for a man of steel, a man to face 
the challenge squarely and without 
fear of the heat. 

Astonishingly, the call went out 
to the most gently persuasive of 
batsmen, Tom Graveney. No one' 
was more surprised than the 39- 
year-old himself. 

He had watched remotely the 
humiliating course of that hrsi 
Test match at Old Trafford, when 
England crumbled to defeat by 
an innings and 40 runs in three 
days. 

More than three years and 38 
Tests had gone by since his last 
appearance for En^and. The man 
whose cricket had been moulded 
against the soft backcloth of the 
Cotswolds, who was about delicacy 
and whimsy rather than shot and 
shell, had been regretfully con¬ 
signed to the shelf. 

He was, they said, beautiful to 
watch. He was so marvellously re- 
miniimem of Walter Hammond in 
his eatiest momenu. His strokeplay 
was die smoothest, rippling poetry. 

One critic, the austere J. H. Kil- 
bum, observed: “An England team 
without Graveney is like a June 



Tom Graveney . . . beautiful 
io watch 


garden without roses, a banquet 
without wine.” 

But they also said that Tom Gra¬ 
veney was not the man for the 
crunch. 

Today Graveney chuckles in the 
bar of his pub beside Cheltenham 
racecourse and recalls: 

“A lot of the stern men of cric¬ 
ket were against me for various 
reasons. One of them, I'm sure, 
was that they suspected, correctly, 
that I actually enjoyed the game.” 

“Disputes at Gloucestershire and 
registration problems with my new 
county Worcestershire, had left me 
with a blank summer in 1961,” he 
remembers. 

“The experience had affected me. 
My play had become more 
determined." 

The gradual change had been 
noticed. Mike Smith was put for 
the second Test at Lord’s. Gra¬ 
veney was England’s counter to 
what was being described mirth¬ 
lessly, in the dressing rooms as the 
"Black Death.” 

The dramatic outline of that day 
at Lord’s is etched vividly across 
Graveney’s memory. 

“Do you know,” he says, “they 
cheered and clapped me all the 
way to the wicket. 

“Seymour Nurse, who was field¬ 
ing at first slip, brought me down 
to reality. He trotted all the way 
up to Wes Hall’s starting mark 
and whispered in his ear. 


“Nurse had played widi me in a 
Commonwealth touring team the 
previous year. He was pointing out 
that I always played forward to my 
first baU. 

“Hall delivered one diort but h 
didn’t get up too far. 1 knew then 
that I had a chance." 

It seemed that be had been at 
the wicket for a moment such was 
the easy passage of time. The 
truth was that he had been at the 
wicket four hours, 20 minutes, and 
he stood St 90. 

Graveney recalls: “1 felt fine, the 
bail was coming on to the bat nice¬ 
ly. I pulled Wes Hall for two, then 
I sent him for four - just beyond 
third man. 

“Gary Sobers moved third man 
squarer and 1 decided I would 
'thin' the next one between slips 
and gully. Hall got it to boimce 
and I was out, caught behind.” 

Graveney's bat was s constant 
source of comfort to English hearts 
that summer. Hall and Griffith 
were, in reality too much a chal¬ 
lenge, and England lost the series 
3-1. 

But England won the Lord’s Test, 
where Graveney batted with an in¬ 
jured hand in the second innings 
until victory was assured. 

He finished the series widi 459 
runs from seven innings and an 
average of 76.50. 


How much 


do you know ? 


by HOSEV MISTRY 

1. Under what conditions, in table 
tennis, strict observance of the 
prescribed method of service 
may be waived? 

2. In gymnastics what does the 
judge examine under the factor 
execution? 

3. What shall be the length of the 
feathers of a badminton shuttle? 

4. How many hurdles are there in 
the 3,000 m. steeplechase race? 

5. Is the approach to the starting 
position taken into consideration 
while judging a dive? 

ANSWERS: 

1. If the umpire is notified, be¬ 
fore play begins, that compliance 
by the player in question is pre¬ 
vented by physical disability. 2. 
The correct ' form and technical 
execution of the selected exercise 
in regards to content. 3. 2( ins. 

(0.064 m.) to 2J ins. (0.070 m.) 
from the tip to the top of the cork. 
4. Seven water jumps and 28 hur¬ 
dles in the race run over seven laps 
and a distance. 5. No. 


✓ 


SPfHtTSWEEK, December 18, 1977 


13 



Memories of Perth 


by NIRAN 


Lovely sunny, sunny days 


n ERTH h known ns the "city of 
* sinwhine”. No visitor to Aus¬ 
tralia will deny its claim to this 
fair name. It is the gateway to the 
"Far Country”. Not long ago all 
Siting teams disembarked at Fre«- 
mantle, the port that lies at the 
mouth of the Swan River, leading 
to the city. No visitor could ask for 
a better introduction to Australia, 
for Ute city symbolises all that’s 
best in tfa'e vast continent. 

On my first visit to Perth I 
found it so aseptically clean that 
1 would, without hesitation, have 
picked a titbit off its pavements. 
And it was a planner’s dream, with 
the residential areas all set against 
the broad sweep of the Swan River. 
Beyond all this, no doubt, there lay 
the great Australian wilderness, if 
this was Australia, no wonder all 
Europe wanted to migrate to it. 

And yet it was a land very much 
at the mercy of the elements. We 
could sense this the moment we 
landed, especially with stories of 
drou^bt on the from pages of the 
morning papers. It was 3 a.m. 
when I landed after a Jong and 
wearying flight via Bangkok and 
Singapore. Looking through t h e 
morning papers, I picked on the 
theme that the dry pitches could 
help our spinners, that water 
shortage was acute, though most 
people were beer drinkers. By one 
of those strange quirks of fate, my 
copy on the first day’s play missed 
the edition and I visualised people 
back home wondering whether it 
was the beer — or the water, which 
English correspondents always 
complain about — had got me- 

The Perth ground, in those days, 
was unpretentious. But the prac¬ 
tice pitches were a marvel — as 
fast as any, anywhere in the world. 
And the tourists, with the late la¬ 
mented Les Favell to ioi.^ after 
them, had a free run of the place. 

If there are model cricketers, 
there are also model administra¬ 
tors. Les Favell, then secretary of 
the Western Australia Cricket 
Association, will hold a high place 
among them. The moment the 
team landed, the Indian manager 
was given a list of ail the doctors 
who would be on call — a relief 
to a newcomer to a strange land 
The itinerant journalist was made 
an honorary member of every 
leading club in town and provided 
all the available literature on the 
history of Western Australia. And 
every day, apart from the invita¬ 


tion to lunch, Favell spent an hour 
in the press bog, 

It was a long though pleasant 
walk through George Terrace to 
the ground — though on a warm 
day one had to ward off a swarm 
of flies. One recalled how Alexan¬ 
der had been suspected by Jar- 
dipe’s team of u.sing resin, wnile 



Farokh Engineer . . . look 
one’s breath away 

as he explained, it was some medi¬ 
cation to keep the flies away. 

On that last tour flies were the 
least of our problems. On a fiery 
wicket even such an ordinary me¬ 


dium-paced trundler like Sam Gan¬ 
non looked menacing. 

It was at Perth that the disen¬ 
chantment began about Pataudi’s 
powers of leadership. It was here, 
too, that Engineer and Surii estab¬ 
lished themselves as regulars ifi 
the side. Before the tour began 
Engineer had felt insecure. He 
felt that Indrajii, who belonged to 
the coterie, would gain preference. 
His fears proved unfounded. For 
here and elsewhere En^neer bat¬ 
ted like a champion, and kept wic¬ 
ket as only he can, when in the 
mood. 

Engineer scored the first century 
of the tour and Surri made 88. 
Surti had won his place as a handy¬ 
man on a long tour after a lengthy 
debate in the selection committee. 
He was to prove a tower of strength 
in batting as well on the field. With 
Paiaudi on the injured list, India 
had to follow-on. It could well 
have been avoided — the match 
saved and morale boosted up — 
if the men at the helm bad only 
cared to study the playing condi¬ 
tions. During the interval the cap¬ 
tain inquired of the itinerant cor¬ 
respondent whether the margin 
was 150 or 200. Without any brief 
from the top, or awareness of the 
position. Engineer played the bowl¬ 
ing without a care in the world. 

Of his innings, the itinerant cm*- 
respondent wrote “Engineer’s bat¬ 
ting, like his keeping takes one's 
breath away. This innings, as he 
moved to his fifth century in first- 
class cricket, reminded me of the 
manner in which the taxi driver 
at Bangkok had rushed me to see 
the Golden Buddha, the sleeping 
Buddha and the Emerald Buddha 
through the jammed crowded 
streets, all in the space of half an 
hour. One had intimations of mor¬ 
tality then, as Engineer raced to 
his century”, then he gifted his 
wicket away — with a careless im¬ 
provident stroke, rushing out in 
an attempt to loft Lock into the 
trotting ground behind the press 
box. 

Another half hour and Engineer 
could have saved the match — os 
be could have won it at Lord’s 
four years later. But that is Engi¬ 
neer for you. He fell 20 minutes 
from lunch and after that, thou^ 
Horde played a fine knock and 
Nadkarni batted doggedly, the 
match was lost — with Pataudi ^ 
disconsolate spectator — and a 
passenger till he set the game 
ali^t with a marvellous innings at 
Mdbourne early in the New Year. 
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The Kcne at Perth a* the crowds mob Gre^t Chappell on his Teat debut ceiMurv 


Perth—nursery of the fast man 


nERlH as a lesi centre has been 
a ‘ Johnny come lately” on the 
Australian scene Its isolation from 
th( mainstream ^of the thrivinft 
eastern seaboard and vast geogra 
phicd! distances until the advent 
oi air travel mitigated against it 

Besides, Western Australia was 
admitted as late as 1917 48 on an 
eipciunental basis in the Sheffield 
Shield competition which had be 
gim in 1892 94 Playing the other 
vaics one I only, Western Au^tra 
lia won the Sheffield Shield at the 
very farst attempt, and after a few 
proving seasons, gained in streng h 
and at last won full membership 
In 1956 37 

Since then, Westein Australia— 
(his magnificent nurseiy of fast 
bowlers like Dennis Lillee, Bob 
Massic Graham McKenzie, “Sam” 
Gannon, Ian Brayshaw, Wayne 
Clark Mick Malone, thriving on 
what IS reputed to be the fastest 
wicket in the world — has won 
the Sheffield Shield five times in 
the last 10 seasons in 67 68, 7172. 
7273. 74 75. and 76 77 They are 
the current Shield champions 

Only three Tests have so far been 
contested here — twice against 
England in 1970 and 1974, and 
Once V West Indies in 1975, ail in 
the month of December The 1970 
Test was drawn, with the note 
worthy events being the sparkling 
Test debut century (108) of Greg 
Chappell, and Ian Redpath’s mas 
sive 171 which still is the record 
tor the highest individual score in 
a Perth Test 

The 1974 Perth Test saw the des 
truction of England by Lillee and 
Thomson Greg Chappell, who com 
platod 2,000 runs in this Test, 
created a world record of seven 
catches m the match (later to be 
equalled by India’s Yajurvindra 


by B. B MAMA 

bingh at Bangalore in lanuary T eb 
ruarv 1977) Thomson s five foi 91 
are the best Pest figures by an 
Austiahan at Penh 

The most memorable Perth lest 
has ot course, been the 1975 one 
when West Indies flattened Austra 
lia in no uncertain terms, winning 
by an innings and 87 runs, with 
Andy Roberts taking seven for 54 

— the best by a West Indian bow 
ler in any Test on Australian soil 

However, the “piece de resist 
ance’ of the match was an meted 
ible knock by the Windies’ opener 
Roy Predeiicks, described as “one 
of the most devastating innings in 
the history of Test ci ickel ” On 
the second day December 11, 1975 
West Indies began their innings JS 
minutes after start of play and in 
a lunch time score of 130 tor one 
in only 85 minutes, Fredericks was 
on 81 not out with 14 fours and a 
SIX He had reached his 50. off only 
12 balls, in 46 minutes 

What IS remarkable is that he 
completed his 100, off only 71 balls 

— believed to be the quicke t 
hundred in lest histoijr in the least 



Roy Fredericks moat 

devaatating inidngs 


number ot balls Th « threi bgure 
mark was reached in 116 minutes 
and It compiiscd 78 runs in *<>un 
darysttokts (18 touts and a 'ix) 
When he was dismissed foi 169, 
he had batted for 212 pulsating 
minuu s slamming 27 fours and a 
SIX Ihe next day captain Clue 
Lloyd — in the course of his 149 
— hit 93 in the pre-lunch session 

Ihe 1947 48 Indiai touring team 
played a i am ruined drawn match 
at Perth vs Western Australia, 
Vinno MaiiKHd taking 5 toi 68 and 
then top scut mg with 57 — the 
only nfiv on cither side in the 
match 

Iht 1%7 68 Indians lost at Perth 
against Westcin Australia by an 
innings and 20 runs lor the home 
side Becker scoied 195 in a total 
of 480 foi 5 declared Rust Surti 
taking i tor 64 harokh kngtneet 
scored a fine century (128), add 
ing 174 for the fifth wicket with 
Rusi SuiM (88) In the follow on, 
Chandu Bni de made 51 

Sunil Gavaskar is no strangei to 
Pcith Playing tor the World XT 
in Dtrember 1971 he was one oi 
Dennis L illcc s numerous victims, 
caught at the wicket off the fonith 
ball of the innings toi a 'duck' as 
ihe West Austiahan paceman shat 
tered *hc Wot Id XI for 59 all out 
Lillee in iact captured six wic 
kets fot no runs m his last 15 
dcliveiics and actually collected 
tunc scalp' in tfic two houis be 
tore lunch inrliding Farokh Fngi 
neer’s in the second innings as the 
World XI followed on exactly 100 
minutes alter the stai of the fust 
inning,' 

Dennis Lillee , -I'tonishmp hist 
innings bowling analysts itaci 7 1 
overs, 1 maid) ns 8 wickets lor 29 
luns and in all he took 12 fui 92 
in the match Oi e cannot expect 
less tioni the ineluiiab’e I illee on 
his own slampini, ground' 
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Soccer _ 


Watch these Car Nicobar lads 


O NCE, yean ago, the sight of 
teenagers taking part in com 
petltlve football was a common 
sight in Delhi Before the partition 
of the country the capital used to 
have about a dozen tournaments 
exclusively for boys under 15 or 
so The response to these tourna 
ments was extremely encouraging 
and at each of the venues a large 
number of fans, young and old, 
could be seen raptly watching the 
evening fare The organisers behind 
these competitions were mostly 
Bengali gentlemen serving in the 
Central Government 
From there was groomed a large 
number of footballers who brought 
credit and giorv to the game The 
capital’s leading sides like New 
Delhi Heroes, Simla Youngs and 
Balsipa Sporting were emiched bv 
the talent emerging from there 
Star state players like Mohindei 
Pal, Tnlok Lau Sat Pal Ram Muiti 
Shame and Ramesh, Nltai Ganguly 
G Rudra and a host of others had 
all taken part m those lompetl 
tions Ihe supervision was by com 
petent and qualified persons am' 
among them was even the respect 
ed and lovable British referee Mo 
jor lT|ifold IHi itvelrs ond keen 
ness among the p<irttcip ints at that 
time was immense 
But giaduallv one by one *hesi 
competitions nised tp be th^i' 





Adarsh Seva Vidyalaya, the wimiers of ihc Subrolo Cup 
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The gams remained for about a 
decade and the absence of it was 
felt when the standai d and strength 
of (he teams sufteied lo arrest 
this and to encoutage the teen 
ageis the oigamseis ot the Durand 
Cup undertook the task of revising 
It They had resouices, funds and 
administrative abilitv and thus 
started the ventuie on a big orga 
nised srale about H years ago and 
It came to be known as the junior 
or little Durand Au Chief Subroto 
Mukerjee was then the chief of 
the tournament lommitiee But 
after the sad demise of the air 
khief the tournament was named 
after him Champion school teams 
from various states are invited to 
take part in the tournament The 
expenses ore borne out of the pro 
hts of the Durand Cup 

I With best school teams taking 

port, there shoul 1 be good response 
from the local sihoolbovs to watch 
the proceedings, g<*t inspiration and 
to involve thetnsc ivi in this healths 
pastime But that has not been so 
One finds the stands dtseriid Only 
on the big day large num 
bet ot boys fioin vaiious schools 
are collected and bi ought to the sta 
dium Whether it inspiits a fraction 
of them even to take to soccci one 

continued on p 19 
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Soccer from p 17 

just cannot say. The issue of pau¬ 
city of playfields in residential 
localities and lack of facilities in 
the schools are the usual excuses. 

But what about those who ven¬ 
ture out and take part in the Sub- 
roto Cup? There is always the 
desire to win, unmindful irf the 
fact that it was ^ined by fair 
means or otherwise. Year after 
year, one is confronted with the 
problem of ensuring that only the 
eligible players compete in the 
tournaments. Violations do occur. 
The stipulated age limit is 17. Some 
take part armed with valid docu¬ 
ments secured from school princi¬ 
pals. But there are cases vmen a 
principal verifies without properly 
checking the documents and the 
tournament committee has had to 
take action. Hardly a year passes 
without a school going unpunished. 

Scholarships are given to pro¬ 
mising players with a view to en¬ 
couraging them and helping them 
tide over financial problems. But 
there is hardly any means to ensure 
that the boys thus encouraged be¬ 
come useful footballers. It is felt 
that some follow-up action is vital 
— be it at the state or federation 
level. For example there is the 
case of boys from Car Nicobar. 
For several years they have been 
coming over to compete in the 
tournament and several of them 
have left an extremely good im¬ 
pression, If properly handled and 
trained they could make a mark 
in the game. Situated as it is in a 
remote part of the country, the 
Car Nicobar team is airlifted by 
an lAF aircraft to facilitate their 
participation. Most of their boys 
are strongly built, .show good speed 
and fighting qualities. There was 
no surprise therefore if they lifted 
the trophy in 1966, 1967 and were 
joint winners in 1969 with the 
Gorkha lads from Dehra Dun. 

The Government Mi^er Secon¬ 
dary School from Car f^cobar were 
again finalists this year. But they 
had to remain content with the 
runners-up berth. They lost to 
Adarsh Sewa Vidyalaya from Vara¬ 
nasi. But one of their forward.s, 
Edwin, stood out as one of the 
prominent players entitled for a 
scholarship. Strong and thick in 
calf and thigh, he is a go-getting 
right winger. 

l%e Varanasi team earned the 
distinction of being the first civi¬ 
lian team from UP to earn top 
honours. This was the first time 
they had taken part in the cham¬ 
pionship and it was certainly a 
creditable showing on their part 
Both in defence and attack they 
were impressive and their triumph 
should provide a fillip to the game 
among the youngsters in the state. 
UP once had the reputation of 
skill and craft 

The two forwards in their ranks 
to catch the eye were Ajay Kumar 
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and Akhtar. Ajay Kumar did most 
of the scheming wisely switching 
the ball from one end to the other 
and providing neat passes to his 
forwards. Akhtar excelled as a 
marksman. He scared the only goal 
in the final. It was a good piece of 
opportunism as he pounced on the 
ball before the rival goalkeeper and 
g defender could clear it and skil¬ 
fully lobbed it into the net. In the 
semi-final also Akhtar’s goal had 
helped the Varanasi team score 
over Netaji School, Agarpara. The 
goal was the result of a fine place¬ 
ment after a controlled run. 

The talent spotting is done by 
the organisers. Should the feder.^- 
tion undertake this job and make 
proper plans to groom the talent¬ 
ed players, it could prove more 
beneficial. 

The players, who earned scholar¬ 


ships this year on the basis of theii 
performances, were; Edwin (Govt. 
School, Car Nicobar), Anurag 
(Govt. School, Nahan, Himadtal 
Pradesh), Anjan Mukherjee (V. N. 
B. School, New Delhi), Baaaesb 
Chander (H. P. School, Begumpet, 
Andhra), S. Chandra (N. C. C. Cal¬ 
cutta), Sakti Mitra (Netaji Shiksha- 
yatan, Agarpara, West Ben^l), G. 
Adim (^St. Anthony, Shillong), 
Kasinath Das (Madhyamgram 
School, West Bengal), Bonnie (St. 
Anthony, West Bengal), Fernand?. 
(Bardeo). Anthony Ale (St. An¬ 
thony. West Bengal), Correia 
(Bardoz), Narayan Sahoo (P. K. 
Academy. Cuttack), D. Michael (St. 
-Dominic. Bombay), Shamshad Khan 
(A. V. S. Varanasi), Borken Taba 
(Govt. School, Arunachal), Z. Sao 
(Kohima), P. Guru (Agartala) and 
D. Ram (Rajasthan). 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 
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Actual demonstration test! 


SAHARA VACUUM FLASK 

survived 90 km. of bad road. 

Think how safe it is in day-to-day handling 



Sahara a sacret: ita aaamlasa rafill 
makes it stronger 

other refills have << sotim—lhat s 
where a nfill is weekest and irackb eaeily 
Ihe Sahara Vacuum F-lask has a seamless 
refill tl at malob it btrong all overi 

To drmonst ate this wo tasted Sahara 
undei an artual situition—a picnir 
We |)tiuko(l It in a 
hamper unit du'vo it 
in a jeep o\.r r MO km 
of bumpy ro>i>' 

Sahara survived ell 
the bumpit while 
othei ordinary refills 
would have broken 
ell tun eaaity 
yo' S iliHiii will withstand normal shocks 
in evaivday h iiulliny 

Superior silver coating to retain 
temperatures longer 

Sal ii I s stionyei seuniluss lefill also 
his a suprriui rilvor (OQIUhi >'ith a porfert 
rpfliittini) surfoie—to tmsiiro that the flask 
keeps Its contor ts hot or cold ovon longer 

World.claea rafllls-ln demand 
worldwide 

These strong seamless refills are 
widely exported even to sophisticated 
markets abroad Your assurance of 
Sahara s international quality 

Sahara cornea to you in a wide range 
of beautiful daaigna 

Stunning designsi Elegant geomatricala 
unusual stripes brilliant florals pratty 
nu'sery patterns All yours to choose (romi 
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Athletics 


Marathoning — it's the in thing 


^ONTRARY to whai many ex- 
^ perts would have us believet 
the US. better known in the past 
for its excellent sprinters and 
throwers, not to mention jumpers, 
ts fast changing its reputation — to 
become a paradise for distance 
runners, especially those of the 
marathon varietyl 

The wheels set in motion by 
Hungarian expatriate distance run¬ 
ning coach Igloi, combined with 
the inspiration of dedicated run¬ 
ning friends like Fred Wilt is, at 
last, beginning to reap rich divi¬ 
dends, in the form of superbly 
conditioned marathon runners of 
both the sexes 

At the Munich Olympics, Ameri- 
i.dn runnels brought off a majui 
surprise in the maiathon by pro¬ 
ducing in Frank Shorter (first in 2 
hours 12 mti. 19.6 secs ), Kenneth 
Mooii* (fourth ill 2 15^9 8), and 
Jack Rdcto ti I (niiiih in J 17 IH ^ > 


the best ultra distance running na¬ 
tional combination. 

Foui years later at the Montreal 
Games, they very nearly improved 
upon the performance, but for an 
attack of cramps on favourite Bill 
Rodgers, which resulted in their 
three-men squad finishing second 
(Frank Shorter-2:: 10:45.8). 

Most American distance runners 
today, are products of the hundreds 
of road races that take place in all 
paru of the country, throughout the 
year Until quite recently the Bos¬ 
ton Marathon was the ultimate test 
of onc*s endurance ability in the 
US Literally thousands of all age 
groups and of varying sizes and 
shapes trained for years in the 
hope of attempting, what might well 
bt termed, the world‘i most gruel 
ling marathon 

The Boston has, however, given 
way to a bigger event only quite 
H'cently The New York city mare 
lion, held through the colourful 


parts of the metropolis set an all- 
time record by involving no less 
than 4823 runners, including 250 
womeni The field included vir- 
tually all the big names m inter- 
nabonal marathon running today 
and the superb arrangements en- 
«ured that more than 800,000 spec¬ 
tators were able to see the world’s 
biggest ever marathon 
For once Bill Rodgers obliged 
his fans by winning comfortably In 
2‘ .11:29 from Jerome Drayton 
(Canada)— 2; :13 53, Chris Stewart 
(UK>—2- 13 57, Tikkanen (Fin¬ 
land)—2. 14.33, Bjorklund (US)— 
2: :15 17, Thomas (US)—2: :15:51. 
European and Commonwealth 
Games winner Ian Thompson (UK) 
finished l3th in 2.17 46 while Olym¬ 
pic double gold winner Lasse Viren 
(Finland) was disappointed with 
his 17th posttlon in 2:19:34. 41-ye8i 
old housewiie Mikt Gorman won the 
women’s race in 2*43.10, ahead of 
mutt\ ot the male folk! 

KANJIT BHATIA 



A year ago, when this piciuro was taken at the Boston Marathon, 1,898 men and 
women were entered. This April 18, In the race’s Slsi running, there was a field oi 
2,500 Marathonlng. once a feat for hardy loners — 15 men competed in the first 
Boston Marathon — hat become a mania. Until 1965 Boston usually had between 
250 and 400 starters But by 1969 there were 1,152, and in 1970 the field hed to be 
limited by a qualifying time (now three hours for men under 40, 3.30 for women 
and for men over 40). Fifteen years ago there were only six marathons in the US, 
last yaar, 166. And the goal is no longer jutt to finiiK but also to clock a good time 
In 1970, 812 men completed a US maramon in under three hours; last year 3,600 
men and women did so. Now it eeema inevitable that another record year is upon 
us as more end more marathoners get act to test themselves over that magic distance. 

26 milea, 385 yards. Courtesy; Sports Illustrated 
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Sad homecoming 


W E rutuiticd home in Kfoups. Iti 
1971 tUu “itreal” Ciil Adhikari 
iiiiidi" it a iMiinl to lead the lads 
I>ack home to a red-carpet welcome, 
til is lime, he went oft to East 
Aft u It on a coaching assignment. 
It' surprised me how the national 
' (idvh, who was a paid employee of 
the tVicket Control Board, could 
h,>vi.- a private coaching contract. 
Of Course, he would have obtained 
the nccessaiy permission from the 
Uo,.ird itnt, was he not the maiia- 
at I Hr should lijvc I'ceil with us 
wlicTi we weie rciuiiniiK >n shame 
Vciy cleverly he sent all bis bajp 
eaxr, and lliere were plenty of 
biiC' v,jt>i MS The critkoters, on the 
oi*» • h iii.t, wcie ■tllotved to brinji 
on* fiuf exit a hag. Colonel Adltii- 
k I iiiiposnd curfows in plenty. 'Be 
w ,'fi r.iaious as a dist iiilinarian. Eiui, 
.its Diiily, ills diMi|>hiie did not 
. uti ltd to himselt lU* treated uU ol 
«. like a hunch of school Ulds 
A .id uttyway, some of us were 
ni.triuJ and did not deserve the 
in < i<iioii‘ 

i.oiioe h< Is a "I'uloiu i" seenv 
'd i> five vet ybody the iinpres 
I! ha he was spot tan tn his 
h ,lti< Ihii afiei the boys hud 
beta t t-'K> d elf to bed, be was not 
a\,, ./■ ,» •( (ouple of “ijuii;k ones” 

) rilx ill vtililv SO At lint we 
At -1 aapiised that he used to 
<11 ...tik,' lat),e <iiianiuteii of pea- 
iitt*. wmIi hi« soli diliik. Then we 
kiit It ih. iitiih, uitd It wail a source 
if ctcai aitiMseineiii to us. llie soft 
diiid. was only a luverl 

'.I Itiriuinghain, duxiui; the 
\ Hit of a speech, he tried to be 
l•.>lll■>tlc by admitting that, i 
fi<<vi'ii'l sol the Gunga and Jamuna 
• 'I *>»", torgetting ths.l thn river 
' lu. It lluws through London is the 
liMiiit , 111 the victory in J971 he 
v.iN ill the toreiroiil, out in defeat 
’' di'iappoured) 

H « K home there v,as die usual 
pndii' i>v a ('nniiiii.iive, before 
wi>i> ii v.e hati to appear. The au- 
•horiiii I had waited tin ii the play- 
1 ... 4't.tiind to tiiiil out the rea 
A>ii< tf« the debar le Meanwhile, 
VS- _f,t.i<e sacked V/adekar as cap- 
t. <.< foliowiiig which he quit Test 
Ml ! -1 'like pi idle C.ummittee as- 
> ihi-it our defeats i> nniavourabl'i* 
\vi .I'het < oitdiiions and poor play 
Ifuie was no mim'ion of diaaen- 
siiui among t‘ placers. But 1 hotd 
'In’ Mi'w ill the t'olonel did not 
help III bnii(,i.tg .iiiom 'he 'iniiy. If 
he takes credit '.cr the 1971 vic¬ 
tory, then hi- shooht also take the 


blame for the 1974 defeats. He 
crippled Wadekar and made him 
his mouthpiece 

None of us have anything against 
Alit, except that he allowed him¬ 
self to be dominated by the Colo¬ 
nel It was the Colonel who is- 
directly forced AJlt into premature 
retirement. Because of the Colonel, 
Wadekar became unpopular with 
the players. Ajit became an “estaA 
blishment man", instead of being 
•he leader of his team. 

Wiidukiir, the cap'uin, quit; but 
India could ill-affnrd to lose Wade- 
kat the batsman. Nobody in recent 
times has manned the No 3 posi- 
linn wil'i gicaler authority than 
Ajii He left the cricketing scone, 
a cunfiised and disillusioned per- 
siiii, and unhappy, loo. We respect 
him IIS 11 player. At least, I do. He 
wu'i a siirrosslul captain, hut fell 
pres Hi ilesei minds, beraiise he 

was iiiipi'i-? .Miiiabie. 

Iiiiliii was III! wiihtiiii a Captain, 
.Mill the team w.is in u shambles. 
But, out of the iislic-s was to emerge 
tiiiniher team Tins n the way of 
life We needed a new leader. To 
mv mind there was only one man 
who could take on the job, and 
that vttis the man who came looking 
fill me at (he CCl when I was alone 
and fell lost — Tiger Ba.audll 

What of the 
future? 

W HAT i,s the fulere of Indian 
cricket? With the coat of 
every equipment needed for the 
game going up by leaps and bounds 
I cannot visualise the gome of cric' 
l:ei surviving very long in India. 1 
am not being pessimistic. It ia gla> 
morons to be a Test cricketer, but 
seeing the pitiable economic straits 
of certain Test cricketers of the 
not too distant past, I can't see the 
youth of this country taking to the 
game very readily. 

1 am lucky that my father had 
the foresight to ensure that I qua¬ 
lified as an engineer. 1 can quit 
the game and not have any wor¬ 
ries about my future. But, not 
many who arc playing the game at 
first-class level have the neeeatary 
qualifications to obtain sufficiently 
worthwhile employment when thefr 
playing days are over. Those who 
have this base are lucky. 

I feet Cricket Control Board 
ihoiild consider this aspect of the. 


R me seriously. It is like this. Fast 
wlera do not develop in this 
country because of lack of menu- 
ragoRfent Similarly crlcketera can¬ 
not develop ualets they are assured 
of a secure future when thsdr pley- 
ing days ere over. Oure is a vest 
country and. conaidarlag the finan¬ 
cial state of the some of die cric¬ 
ket essocletioAt, I aomatimee won¬ 
der how they kent wing. A man 
who hu pU^d SO Testa for Hie 
country does deserve to be reward¬ 
ed finindelly, end not with useless 
certiflcatea end trophies. If die 
tame person had not been playing 
cHcket ha would have been working 
for e living and would have had 
an eaaured future. But, cricket ell 
the year round, full time, leaves a 
player no time for anything else. 

The Board should gat down to 
planning for the future of the 
game. If things go on ea they are, 
it won't be long before some of the 
economlcelly cheaper games will 
steal a march over cricket. South 
Zone Cricket, with which I am 
closely associated, has glaring ex¬ 
amples of cricketers, espscially in 
Andhra and Keiala, who cannot 
expect to get lecugiittiun or .suffi¬ 
cient opportunities vi playing good 
cricket unless the pattern ot the 
Banjl Trophy is changed. Kerala is 
worse off than Andhra Pradesh, 
whose players have managed to ob¬ 
tain employment in Ilvderabad and 
to play in the local League. Then 
la the case of a lad in the Kerala 
team, Kamesh Sampaih, who has 
been making runs against the top 
teams m Snuili Zone for the last 
few years. But, he has not gained 
the recognition, which he richly 
deserves, because lie has not been 
watched by the sonat selectors, who 
pick the side of the Duleep Trophy 
tournament. 

When a player from a weak 
State can get runs againi* Handra, 
Venkat, Kumar and n .if, he 
muat have talent. But nobody has 
watched him, and thia talented 
player has been condemned to lan¬ 
guish in obscurity. 

I have always baan In favour of 
splitting the Ranji Trophy into 
two diviaiont: the first diviaion to 
include the 10 top teams in the 
country, and the second division 
split into *A’ and *B‘ woupa, so 
that a lot of expanse is saved on 
uravalling. This would be ideal. 
The winner of group 'A' to play 
the winner of group 'B' f die whole 
tournamam in Mth divisions being 
played on a league basis) to decide 
the winner of the second diviiion. 
Both teams would then be promoted 
to the first divisioiL while the bot¬ 
tom two teems in the first division 
would be relegtted. 

This sort of set-up will help plajf- 
ers belonging to the weaker States, 
like Kerale, Andhra, Orissa, 
Asnm, etc., to have more oppor¬ 
tunities to pley competidvo mc- 
ket. In this way the talented pliurers 
will be able to catch the eye of the 
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•eloctori. With greater opportuni- 
tlee of playing competiuve cricket 
more youngsters will come into the 
game. If, at some stage, Orissa is 
lucky to play Bombay, the national 
cbsmpions, at Cuttack, won’t the 
crowds come to watch? Yea, they 
would. Not only will the match 
prove a financial success, the game 
will also get the encouragement it 
needs. In the present set>up there is 
no hope of Orissa ever playing 
Bombay. 

In the existing pattern of the 
Ranji Trophy, the weaker teams 
participate in the three>day match 
with the sole intention of denying 
the stronger side an outright win. 
Rarely does one come across a 
weak aide ever entering competi¬ 
tion with the hope that it will win. 

I am all in favour of three-day 
matches, except that play should be 
limited to SO overs in the first in¬ 
nings for each side, and 50 overs 
in the second inninn. This sort of 
cricket requires a lot of planning. 

The Moin-ud-Dowle tournament 
in Hyderabad has adopted this 
system, and I can assure everybody 
Interested in the welfare of the 

J iame that it has become iar more 
nteresting. No more can teams 


Q WHO was the first from out¬ 
side the USA to win the 100 
metres in the Olympics? 

—S. A Hyder Fais <Vidyanagsi) 

A THE first to do so was K 
Walker, of South Africa, in 
190B. Others to perform the feat 
were H. Abrahams, of Great Bri¬ 
tain in 1924, P. Williams of Canada, 
in 1928, V. Borzov, of the USSR 
in 1972 and Hasley Crawford, of 
Trinidad, in 1976. 


Q WHERE is Kamaljtt San- 
dhu? What is she doing now? 
—N. Brahmaiah 
(Kothagudam, A.P.) 
A AFTER four years of self- 
^ exile she is now teaching at 
the National Institute of Sports, 
Pattala. 


Q WHAT should be the urn- 
^ plre'a decision when a de¬ 
fender and an attacker simultane¬ 
ously commit an offence inside the 
"D" and four yards from the goal- 
Une? 


■—P. Vasu Naidu (Hyderabad-4). 
A FOR a simultaneous breach 
^ by two opponents in a hoc¬ 
key match, the umpire shall order 
a Dully to be playw on the spot 
where the breach occurred. How¬ 
ever, a bully in the circle shall 
net be played within five yards of 
the goallina. So the bully should 
be Mcen five srards from the goal¬ 
line. 


prolong their innings and make 
runs a a dawdle. Also, the bowl¬ 
ing has to be better planned. After 
all, 80 overs are not insufficient 
for either side to prove its mettle. 
A side which wants bonus points 
will have to score at four runs an 
over, which means getting a total 
of 320 runs. The bonus point for 
batting, in the present system, is 
easily obtained against weaker 
teams. 


As skipper of Karnataka, I al¬ 
ways put in a side like Kerala to 
bat even if I win the toss. I know 
that the team cannot get more than 
150 runs, and It is euy to get the 
bonus points. But, when a team 
can earn bonus points only if it is 
able to score 320 or more runs, 
then it is an entirely different 
story. Also, unless a side has a de¬ 
ficit of 75 runs or more on the first 
innings, the game is alive. This is 
the perfect blend between the 
three-day game and the one-day 
game. The best of both woridsl 


I can never quite understand 
why the Duleep Trophy Is always 
a '‘trial’' for potentiar Test cric¬ 
keters, because this puts pressure 
on the participants. 1 am strongly 
of the view that pitches must oe 
covered. The South Zone skipper, 
Venkai, has also stressed the need 
for this. If the Duleep Trophy has 
to be a Test “trial”, then the eon- 


. 

Quei 


.... 

m 


Q WHICH Is the lergeit sta- 
dlum in the world and what 
is its capacity? 

—Barun Kumar Ghosh (Calcutta) 
and Rajendra Kumar 
(Bapatla A.P.) 

A THE largest stadium la the 
^ Strahov Stadium in Prahu, 
Prague. It was completed in 1934 
10 accommodate 24(^000 spectators 
of mass displays of up to 40,600 
Sobol gymnasts. The largest foot- 
bsll stadium is the Maracana Muni¬ 
cipal Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, which has a normal capa¬ 
city of 150,000. For the World 
Cup final between Brazil and Uru¬ 
guay In 1950, It accommodated 
200,000 spectators. 

Q DID Mark Spitz set up a 
record in every one of the 
•even events in the Munich Olym¬ 
pics in 1972? 

—Sunii Goel (New Delhi). 


A 


AT Munich every swimming 
mark was sunk.' 


ditions must be fair for all. I have 
seen Duleep Trophy matches wash¬ 
ed out and the mnner determined 
on the spin of the coin. Thus, often 
some good players are left out of 
the r^oning, because of the va¬ 
garies of the weather. 

I hope I will be forgiven for 
digressing, but I feel strongly that 
the Cricket Control Board souuld 
now aim at creating a thoroughly 
‘‘professional” set-up. I agree that 
full-time professionalism it not pos¬ 
sible immediately, but "sponsors” 
should be encouraged because 
sponsorship also means Jobs for 
players. I think that the Board and 
the various affilieted Cricket Asso¬ 
ciations should see that cricketera 
are suitably provided for. What 
about a aystem of insurance and 
provident fund for cricketers? It 
can easily be done and, I am cer¬ 
tain, the players will be jprepered 
to make an equal contribution to 
this effort. 

Without some conaoruetivc think¬ 
ing being done the game cannot 
survive in the country. Parents of 
budding cricketers must be assured 
that proficiency in the game will 
assure the future of theii childran. 
Players of my generation have luf- 
fered. I don't want the naxt gana- 
ration to suffer, too. 

(Concluded) 

Copyright; Rupa 8t Co. 
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Q WHAT do you think of the 
Grand Prix Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships in Bombay? 

—5. Gundu Rao (Mysore). 

A TOO much money for too 
^ little tennis. 

—N. K. Mookerjee (Calcutta). 

Q IF you were »o Ih' .• -c •' •- 
chairman of IhkJ% 

•election committer 

A THE prob>«ir> - -'I iw '.-. 

hockey are mountabj 

Q HOW man, J . 

been scored b,v M (.’ Cowd 
ray in Tests end what is his aggi .- 

gate? 

—Daipxd Nisar (Bombay) 

A COWDREY has scored 22 
canturiea in 114 Tests with 
182 as his higheat score. His aggre- 

f ate of 7.624 is the highest for 
ngland. 

Q COULD you suggest a rule 
book of hockey in Hindi fot 
my friend who does not know 
English? 

— Arvind Kumar Singh (Farldpur. 

U.P.). 


A THIS it a matter that should 
engage the attention of our 
sports authorities. 
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Ifv(Hi*ve 

got the incUnaticm. 
we* ve got the sk^es. 


Skiing Bt Gulmaig 

And It's a beginner's 
delight 

We'll supply you with 
all the equipment you 
need And you II learn 
under seasoned 
instructois 

Accommodation 
IS good and plentiful 

Hurry ' The snow s in 
And It si.iits ils retreat into 
the mountains in February 
Which IS long enough 
Ipr the time ol your lift* 


^ a D 


lAK TOURISM 


Contar t your travel 
agent oi nearest 
Tourist Otiire for 
information 


Kadimir. 

\bur kind of hglidm/L 
On your kindof budget 


I knew I could trust GDrCCmiN 

to fast leBef of ho: nanghtY congh 


.damMiv 

GIICODIN has stopped inore ooogto 
than anY othei coo^ leioeilT io India. 
That Is why It Is Mai - 


It works fast on all cough-aSected 
areas—gives qmcker, surer relief 

• Soothes irritation m throat 

• Loosens mucus congestion, 

reheving coughs 

^ that accompany colds 

^ Brings undisturbed sleep 
—relaxes chest musdes, 
eases breathing 

Whatevei the cengli- 
■mBH yon cut dopenl 

■ ‘ I OB pleutat-tutiBg 

■ ^ I Glycodin foi 

■ ~ J eonplote congh emboi! 


Glycodin—India's champion cough fighter—from Alembic, house of trusted medicines. 


riiurHt/BtWAC 
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Delhi State weightlifting & powerlifting 


T he recendy-concluded BcilU 
State WeightUftinc and PtMWr* 
lifting championahlps, under tM 
patronage of the New Delhi Muni¬ 
cipal Committee at their Indoor 
Stadium, produced three perfor¬ 
mances of note. 

Two of them came from Jogin- 
der Tuli, an officer in the Border 
Security Force on loan to the Cen¬ 
tral Government. Tuli, a former 
Delhi Universitv shot putter, was 
a bronse medallist in the light- 
heavyweight class in the National 
Welf^tlifting championships and a 
silver-medallist in the PowcrUfting 
championships. 

In welghtlifUniL Tull, now in the 
lAlddle-heavyweignt class, started 
at 110 kg in the clean and snatch, 
just about got the verdict, failed to 
puli 115 kg. which would have 
equalled the State mark held by the 
one and only Balbir Singh, and in 
his final effort, was unable to hold 
the load In the clean and jerk, Tuli 
resisted ISO kg to become the third 
man from the capital to lift this load 
(the other two being Balbir Singh 
and Dalbir Singh) and then 
straightaway tried to overtake Bal 
bir Singh’s State mark of 156 kg 
by asking for an increase of 7 5 kg 
on the bar This he failed Never¬ 
theless, he had managed to set a 
new record in the total poundage 
He had lifted in all 260 kg. an im 
provement bv 5 kg on his own re 
cord of 255 kg 

In the powerlifting ctunpetition, 
Tuli conserved his energies by ta¬ 
king just nominal weights of SO 
kg for the squat and 100 kg for the 




boilch press. He did not go in for 
naacond effort. He was obviously 
dltaing at the dead lift record and 
diat too the National mark. 

He started at 190 kg, lifted it 
comfortably and then wed for an 
increase of 20 kg on the bar. This 
too he resisted easily. The latter 
lift had enabled him to break V. 
Santaraju’s National record of 

207.5 kg Tuli then tried to im¬ 
prove upon it but failed to lift 

217.5 kg 

The other noteworthy perfor¬ 
mance came from Demi’s moat 
promising lifter, junior national 
Champion, Jagmoban Sapra This 

n man broke three records, all 
I mentor, former national 
champion, Baldev Raj He resisted 
97 5 kg to smash the old mark of 

2.5 in the snatch, began with the 
old mark of 115 in the clean and 
jerk, resisted that to break to the 
total poundage mark, went on to 
120 kg, succeeded but failed at 125 
kg AH these marks were set in 
1968 by Baldev Rei In the Nor¬ 
thern India Championships held in 
Delhi some ten months ago, Sapra 
had done 95 kg for snatch, 117 5 
kg for clean and jerk to total 712 5 
kg. 

The championships also saw the 
great Dalbir Singh, former Natio¬ 
nal heavyweight champion, strug¬ 
gling hard to regain his form SliTi 
nursing a slipped disc, Dalbir, the 
first man to break Easwara Rao’s 
snatch record in the country, was 
a pathetic sight Now in the super 
heavyweight class, Dalbtr started 
with 115 kg in the snatch, brought 




the load to knee level and then 
dropped it. He was obviously in 

g reat pain and had to be helped 
ack to the practice room. Un¬ 
daunted, Dalbir came back, tned 
to lift the same weight, but with 
the same result. In fact, he not only 
could not .lift the load, but in doing 
, so, dropped the weight, damaged 
the platform, and went sprawling, 
writhing with pain. That was the 
end of one of the most promising 
lifters in the coun.ry. 

It is difficult to visualise his 
making a comeback. He has to fiist 
recover totally from his back in¬ 
jury and shed some weight around 
his midriff if he wants to stay in 
the competition He must learn lo 
discipline himself. 

— SW Correspondent 

Pande excels 

S tar-studded a. g. u p's 

monopoly in the District men's 
volleybsdl remained unaffected for 
the sixth successive year They 
clearly demonstrated this in the 
District Championdiip demolishing 
the challenge of their arch-rivals 
D S~A., N Railway without Con¬ 
ceding any game They won at 15-3, 
15-12, 15-12 

The winners played well to a 
man, but Bhrigu Ram Pandey’s 
performance was outstanding 
In the women’s section, Dwarka 
Prasad College annexed the trophy 
defeating Allahabad Degree Col¬ 
lege in the final, 15-11, 159, 1512. 

—SANTOSH SINGH 


If 


I 


'V 1 


Suketu Vyas, captain e( the Abmedabad Circle 
tcMB, receivlof the N. A Hrlahoan T rophy 
ftpom AMmy Cbhn^anl, vkeiirccldcnl, TTFI. 
Staftc Bank af bidore canAicted die 14fh All- 
ImHa State Bank af InAa Interdrcle T.T. 

in imlorc recently 



Vande Mataram Club, winners of the Bar- 
katuJIah Khan Sfenwrial Kabaddi 
Tournament in Jaipur 
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W§y to sueettt 



lo look at things objectively 
To think calmly To study problems 
dispassionately To play it cool 
and come to the right contlustuns These are 
traits which imally lead a man to success 
In othei words, the successful 
man has the ability to j'udge for himself, 
And, judge correctly. 


What he weais is also a matter of 
judgement. The successful man knows this 
and does not wait for others to pass 
judgement on his appearance 
And that is exactly the icason why you’ll 
find him dressed in Gwalior Suitings. 



&mK^m 



EXCITINGLY NEW 
INTRODUCTIONS 

TRIPLE CROWN, IMPERIAL CROWN.| 
TERENE WOOL. CYDONIA, 
TRUMP CARD Suitings & IKAT ShirUagl 
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jZonal roundmp _ SOUTH 

Tamil Nadu State T. T. 


G JAGANNATH h«d llttl* diffl- 
*cu)ty m retaining hit men‘a 
cuigles crown in the Tamil Nadu 
State Table Tennia championahlp* 
in Madraa In the abicnce of moat 
of the other leading playera who 
were uking part in tourneya elae* 
where in the countrv. Jagannath 
was expected to walk away with 
the top honours. And he did 

In the final, Jagannath started 
poorly and R. Ravi (IIT), making 
the most of his opponent’s none* 
too-deep returns, claimed the first 
game But then when the seasoned 
railway player got going with hla 
sharp chop returns he asserted his 
superiority in no uncertain manner 
to run out the winner, the scores 
being 15-21, 2119, 21 IS, 21-13 

Hajalakshmi put up a spirited 
tight while going down to the con¬ 
sistent P Vatsaia, the holder, 10 21, 
18 21, 20 22 in the women’s singles 
Hna] 

V ChandramouH wrested the 
Junior hoys' ciown, defeating Ravi 
Venkatesh 21 15, 9 71, 2119 2116 



Jagannath 


in an absorbing tussle in which he 
was generally in command Chan 
dramouli had larlier won the 
schoolboys* tlUt with a siiaight 
two-games victory ovei Kavi Ven 
katesh and had given iht star turn 
for St Michael's Acndemv in claim 



P Vaivsl-i 


ing the in'cr school choini m nsiiip 
R Ravi Mtl) emerged the best 
in the Lollbk.Jtc singlts > with 
a 2220 1121 't H sutcne- 
R Nagaranin (Vivckar»nda 
( oilege, 

,'t i i» cspindm 


I 

I 



Karnataka storming Tamil Nadu area m the women's nuwh 
The bell is with Kamaudea’a Rka Blieemiah 


Handball,. . 


Kerala 

supreme 

K erala won both the men’s 
and women's championship in 
(he South Zone Handball tourna¬ 
ment at Trivandrum Tha men and 
women teams of the four South In¬ 
dian States participated in the meet 
The matches were played on a lea¬ 
gue basis at the flood-lit course at 
the Central Stadium Karnataka 
finished runner-up in both the 
sections 

Handball, though an Olympic 
me, ia still in its primary stages 
India. It can be said to be a mix¬ 
ture of besketball and football The 
ground u about twice the slse of a 
buketball court and the rules of 
basketball regarding dribbling and 
movements apply to it A player is 
allowed to hold the ball — smaller 
but heavier then e football — only 
for three seconds, without drib¬ 
bling 1%e goal-post is of the sue 
of a hockey post and the goal has 
to be scored from outside the ^D’ 
Tamil Nadu was the weakest 
team on ahow in both the sections. 
Andhra Pradesh scored no less 
than 25 goals against Tamil Nadu 
men Karnataka had to struggle 
hard to defeat Andhra 6.5 
In one of the best encounters. 


Kerala ousted Karnataka 5-4 The 
match was played m dnz/ling ram 
and the court was as slippery as a 
skating ring Kerala ied 3-0 but 
soon Karnataka showed its power 
scoring 4 good goals m succession 
Kerala fighting hard equalised with 
5 more minutes to go through 
Pious Wilson end in the d 3 nng 
minutes of the game scored again 
to win the match Purushotam Pai 


and Nagarai scored two goiis e.ith 
for Kairnataka 

Thq women s nMiili between 
Kerahi and Andhra was rough but 
good marking helped Ker tin w r 
41 Kerala's dtcisive m itch agtii > 
Karnataka ended in a d»aw, bub 
sides scoring four goals Kerala 
were declared winners on p'l 0 
average 

HINOO K lOHN 
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He is smart and bright. H has his aspirations to become may be, 
a doctor, or t neer, when he grows up. 

Giving shape to his aspirations demands a lot of planning 
and money. And just planning won’t help. Open a Recurring 
Deposit Account now, in his name,and watch it grow with him. 
Make his climb upward easier. 


VIsH our M»mt tnuek hr auhtaae§ 

Bank of India 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 

Whan ilsnrtee makes tiie af f ere mm. 



CONCEPT eoi-^ws 


"Si 
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Victorious BSF players do a victory lap with the Sriram Trophy. Pics: KAMAL JULKA 


Hockey 


BSF lift Sriram Trophy 


B order security force. 

Jullundur. lifted the Sriram 
Hockey Tournament trophy at Kota 
with a wcJl-deserved 2-l_ victory 
over Central Reserve Police Force, 
Neemuch, in the final. 

Earlier, in the semi-finals, BSF 
beat Indian Navy 5-3 in the tie¬ 
breaker after both team.s were 
lopked in a 1-1 tussle despite extra 
time. CRPF accounted for ASC by 
a solitary goal. 

The tournament was played on 
a new pattern of league-cum-knock- 
out from this year. Guards Train¬ 
ing Centre, Kamptee and Indian 
Navy qualified for the league pro¬ 
per through pieliminary rounds. 
GTC surprised South-Eastern Rail¬ 
way of Calcutta and then in the 
league surprised Western Railway, 
Bombay, last year’s runners-up. 
Holders SRC, Meerut, did not par¬ 
ticipate. 

Western Railway played much 
below form. After losing 0-1 to 
GTC, they lost by a similar margin 
to CRPF and were out of reckon* 
ing. Another Railway outfit. East¬ 
ern also met with a similar fate. 

Western Railway should have 
beaten GTC by atleast four ^oals, 
but their riiooting was atrocious. 

Btwder Security Force, now 
coached former Olympian goal¬ 
keeper Charles, had many new 
faces in the forward line. They 
had two Ranchi Adivasis — Surin 
and Ekka — and both gave pleas¬ 
ing performances. Thou^ BSF 
were surprised by CRPF, they came 


back to disfeat Western Railway 
and qualify for the semi-finals. 

Indian Navy and ASC entered 
the semi-iinais from the other 
group. ASC drew with Signals, 1-1, 
beat Eastertii Railway 1-0 and drew 
goalless with Navy. Navy beat East¬ 
ern Railway 1-0, Signals 1-0 artd 
drew with /iSC. 

The fare dished oul was poor 
throughout the tournament, except 
for the BSF-CRPF match. 


The final provided BSP with an 
opportunity to avenge their league 
defeat at tltc - hands of CRPF. They 
took ihc le ad in the first half 
through a penalty-stroke awarded 
when CRPP's fullback Habil wrong¬ 
ly pressed S nrin’s stick. Tarsen 
converted it. S. S. Mann’s hard 
shot earned ft tr CRPF the equaliser 
after the bre Ither. Surin scored 
the match-win ner. 

—PR AKASH BHANDARI 



CRPF custodian Shekhar Gurang makes a good st tve 
to foil BSF’s Chanmjeet 
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that's what makes - 

BOMBAY DYEING a^d N jlgglgrl 

a/happy pair. | 


C/\ osp 


bonds link tlie qicat textile 


Nii'ester 


lulls with PJnester And no wondet 


lire 


J wit 

ijiter polvestei lilanient yarn is ' 
he ^deal r.omplenient to weavnu) skills 
|nt}t what the peifeetionists (jo foi i 


Polyestet Filament Yarn 

Maiiiilcietined hy 

Nirlon Synthetic Fibres 
& Chemicals Ltd 
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S OME mmatunUktooking vftria- 
tiem in Sicilinn Defence ere 
beeed on teklag edventefe ef die 
week n —e e e in White's edvanced 
King side Pawn front. In this game 
Blauc'a queer play wins ootwith< 
standing his precariously placed 
King on 1C2. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: Matulovlc 
Black! Saks 
(Novi Sad 1S76) 



PKS S. PKN4, PKR3 (a) 7. PKR4 
(b) BKl S. BN2 (c) PENS 9. PNS. 
FXP 10. BxP, NB3 11. N4NS. NKR4 


12. BB3, PR3 13 BxB. KxR 14. BxN, 
RxB 15. NQ4. QRII (d) 16. NxN. 
P*N 17. QQ2. QR3 18. PB4. RR2I 

(e) 19. 000, RQ2 20. NR4, RQN41 

(f) 21. PB4. RNl 22. FOBS, PxP 
23. QK3, RQ5t 24. NxP, PK4I (g) 
25. RxR, PxR 26. QQ2. RN4 27. 

, PR4 28. KNl. QR4 29 Rt^l. 

B 30. RKl, BK3 31. KRl (h) 
4 32. PB5?f (i) PB5I 33 PxB. 
34 QB4, KxP 35. RKBl. PB4 


91 RKL KQ2 97. PsF, PBS 38. 
PN3, PET 39. RK7«ii. XxR 40. 
QB7ch, KBS 41. QQMi and White 
resigned without Irarther play. 

(a) 6 . . . PQR3 7. PNS. KNQ2 
is dso often played. 

(b) More usual is 7. PNS. PxP 
8. BxP, NB3 9. QQ2. QN3 10. NN3, 
PQR3 or BQ2 or NKl 

A game Tatai-Saks, Budapest 



PB5I. NxNch? 24. RPxN, NPxP 25. 
PxP, Pid» 26. MQS. <^4 27. BN6. 
ON4 28. QB2. 812 BK2 and 
White won. 

(c) Radulov played 8. RRNl 
against Saks (Bulgaria, 1976). The 
game continued: 8 . . . PQ4 9. PxP, 
KxQP 10. BNSch, KBl 11. BQ2. 
BxP 12. QK2, BB3 13. OOOt, BxN 
14 NxN. QiM 15 BK3. BxBch 16. 
(^Bl. QxB 17 RQ8ch. KK2 18 
RxR, NB3 19. PNS, PxP 20. RxP, 
QBSch, 21. KQ2, PKN3 22. QBSch 
and White soon won. 

(d) Blade’s plan is to make use 
of the strong square KR4 and keep 
While’s KRP under pressure, 
though this involves risks to his 
uncastled King. 

(e) A good move bringing the 
QR into play to defend the 03. 
If 18 . . . RxP? 19. 000, RxR (if 
19 . . . (2xP 20. RxR, QxR 21. 


. KBS 21. 
mate; in this 


__ etc.) 20 

>4eh, KK2 21. .... 

. . . PQ4 (instead of RxR) Is 
playable, but White has «>od 
attacking chances after 20. KKBl, 


if) A curious shifting of the KR 
to the t^ide. Again Black has to 
reject 20 . . . RxP in view of 21. 
RxR. QxR 22. NN6. RQl 23. NxBch 
etc. 


(g) It is noteworthy bow Black 
makes tactical use of the weakness 
of White’s KBP. 


(h) If 31. NKS, QQR6. 

(i) Now 32. NKS, QKN6 33. 
NB6cb. KBl 34. NxP. PB5> is 
favourable for’ Black, but 33. RKBl 
instead of 33. NB6ch can be consi 
dered. 


END GAME 



White: Ke6; Bd5; P's-a3, e3, (2 
Black: KgS. Na6; P’saS, c7, eS, 
g7. fa6. 

White to play and win. 


T erence REESE in one of hia 
Bridge World articles demon, 
strstes s useful though negiocted 
card combination. 

With sufficient entries in both 
hands in a suit contract, tbraa 
tricks arc required from this hold* 
ing: 

K J86 


A7 

The porcentage play is, of course, 
the Aco, followed by a flneaso of 
the kneve. The alternative ia an 
attempt to ruff out the Queen from 
a tbroecard holding in either 
hand. Most players would not con> 
sider any other altomative and they 
would be right unloas the bidding 
or the play marks both the Qudon 
and length with East. The solution 
in such a caae would be to play 
for a dottbloton nine or ten with 
Weat. Iho play would then pro¬ 
ceed: Knave from dummy forcing 
Bast to cover with his Queen, 
xdiich is captured by the Ace. The 
Seven spot Back to dummy’a King 
dropping Woat's nine (or ton). 
Now. dummy has 8 6 bare and Eaat 
only one card higher which can 
be captured via e rufllng fineaae to 
premoM a ffick for dummy’a "6". 

The backward flnosse would auto, 
matkally auceoad pronto whonover 
Warn has 109 hfink but if the 


BRIDGE 

by JIMMY MEHTA 


first play of the suit produces a 
low card from West and the nine 
or ton eppoers second time, de¬ 
clarer would have to guest xdie- 
filer to plsy West for an initial 
doubieton or a holding of 10 9 x 
On several hands declarer vrould 
have a clue to West’s length es in 
Reese's band: 

63 
82 

if’ 




A7S 

AXQ104 

A7 

J82 

Bidding: W N E S 

Pass Pass Pass IH 

' IS 2H P 4H 

As the cards lie NlF would 
have produced no problem (clubs 
being 4-3) but tho plsy in 4 hearts 
is what matters now. 

West starts ofl with club King 
and Ace end the third club is wen 
by East's Queen, who returns the 
spade 10, won by declarer with his 


Ace. Three rounds of hearts finish¬ 
ing on the table, find West follow¬ 
ing suit. West is marked with QJ 
to five soedex three rags of hearts 
and AX and another club He, 
therefore, can’t have more than 
two diamonds. His hand should be 
either: 

QJ9xx QJ9xx 

XXX XXX 

XX (Ht . Qx 

AKx .^Kx 

Most players would find an open'- ‘ 
ing bid on the second hand, so it 
is reasonable to assume, in view 
of West’s initial pass, that he holds 
the first hand. In this case the 
only hope is that West’s diamondfe 
ere eifiier 109, or 10 x, or 9x. 

Incidentally if Weat had not pt^o- 
duced a third heart, a guess woulfi 
be involved In the play. His band 
could well have contained 10 9 x of 
diamonda or he might have only a 
doubleton diamond together with 
either e sixth spade or a fourth 
club. 

It is impossible to eliminate the 
guess or luck olanent from the 
game and this it what lends it 
much of its charm. This is why 
tigers are at times nibbled to death 

S rebbitt. But the thoughtful 
lyer tries to throw light on the 
murky areas of bidding and play 
and that is why he guesses right 
most of the time. But only most 
of the timel 
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EDITORIAL o s 

oat (br rswom boM known to themielvet and to tho 
bigwig! of tho Atbui circuit Every Indian Open has 
had to waadior those shocks. Wiqr? Firstly onoeiar 
ratfatg UMtM that die prise money is a bore 50,000 
dollars (D S.) in comparison with a six>star*s 17^000 
doUsr houL 

Secondly. India is Mrt of the Asian Circuit and 
faces the encounter pull of such glamotur spots m 
H oag Kong and Japan. Apart from clashing date- 
wise with the $^,000 Jmannesburg tournament, 
it is sandwiched between two sectors of die lucra¬ 
tive Australian leg and comes at the fag end of the 
circuit when more often dian not the maaimum .50 
points that this low-rater offers have little bearing 
on a player’s chance of qualifying for the 'Masters. 

The Australian leg is a gruelling one and a 
break during the Asian run is something the “men¬ 
tally vrcary*^ pros can scarcely resist Then again, 
despite the best efforts of the Men’s lu.einatioDal 
Professional Tennis Council to halt these last minute 
withdrawals, the affluent pros themselves seem (o 
adopt an attitude of “fine me and be damned.*' There 
are loopholes besides the genuine reasons such as 
Davis Cup duty, lack of physical fitness etc for 
those wanting to play truant and these are put to 
the fullest use. 

The question being asked in many quarters is: 
Should we continue to stay in the Grand Prix cir¬ 
cuit, spend so much for so uiadequa.e a return or 
should we divert our energies and resources to more 
profitable tennis avenues? 

Indian tennis officials — they are a dedicated, 
hardworking but disparate and excessively voluble 
band -— and who can in no way be faulted for the 
poor playn- turnout are all for stanng in the cir¬ 
cuit They defend the expenses involved saying that 
it builds spectator interest, gives our younger play¬ 
ers big match experience against formgn competi¬ 
tors, earns points for Indian ‘wild card’ entries 
which in turn helps the lesser lights gam entry into 
other tournaments and above all draws out the big 
sponsors who help foster the game in the country, 
s^ich would not btherwise be the case Then again, 
they say, that since the winner has been an Indian, 
on four occasions (this year Vijay was paid in U S 
dollars since he is now resident in Bermuda), the 
drain on foreign exchange is less than what it 
appears to be According to them, to pull out now 
would mean losing a spot on the Grand Prix map 
which we may be hard-pressed to reijain, so great 
is the demand from other Asian nations Japan, 
which once conducted two tournaments, would not 
mind doing so again. 

Institutions, as Samuel Johnson said, should 
judged by their results. One may well ask: since the 
Inception of the Grand Prix, how many really talen¬ 
ted youngsters have we produced, hairing Ramesh 
Krishnan, son of the great Ramanaihan? If Grand 
Prix tournaments do so much for the standard of 
the game in a country how is it that India have 
never beaten New Zealand In a Davis Cup tie? The 
Kiwis Were once on the circuit but gave it up for a 
tfw^act 25,000 dollars Open which draws a fair- 

Ours is said to be a S 50,000 tournainmt. 
In fact it cofte us U.S. $ 100,0005 if ydb consider the 
free hoepitallty and travel which we oner and 
which Is often abused as was the case with st least 
one player vAo made no bones about the fact that 
he had entered this year's Indian Open only to get a 


free tkloet home hr«m Taipei, where he had last 
participatod. In Ms hiirnr to return home, itS» 
pleyw disgustinglsr 'blew' Ms match. 

Provided Government agrees, the AU Indi* 
Lawn Tennis Associadtm (AILTA) would do well 
to consider increasir^ the prixe money, which is the 
biggest bait to the stars as well ss to the ‘tenma 
bums' to U.S. $ 100,1000 thereby tqigrading ours to » 
three-star tournamcot and dispensing altogether 
with air-fare and boiipiulity. In any event, air-feres 
are now cheaper then diey ever were and five-stsr 
hospitality is not es meaningful, as h appears, to the 
top players many of who ard millionaires. 

The question of players’ earnings is all important 
in tody’s tennis world If you have only one prise 
money tournament liarriitg the Nationals — it is 
illogical to try and wo>a so many foreign players 
with inducements of all kinds and in the brocesa 
deprive the younger Imiian players of a share in 
the cake It would be far belter to utilise the same 
money to send oor juniors abroad to ^in experi¬ 
ence and hopefully develop into rhampions If one 
were to take a count it will be found that the wild 
cards scarcely swell their points bag with one such 
en.ry. Tentatively the sponsors (may their tribe 
increase!) can be more meaningfully induced to 
finance an Indian Satellite circuit to be played in 
different parts of the country This would involve 
more people rather than be localised in one spot 
just once a year, as is the €8.16 wiUi the Indian Open. 
Many of the so-called stars who we manaM to get 
would come for the Satellite tournament, tor much 
less money. 

Nor is (be argument of pmmanently losing 
our Grand Prix status tenable. The circuit is btiag 
enlarged every year and a tintely application for 
suitable dates could easily win approvaL There arc 
many who believe a four or five year break from the 
circuit, during which time mort' money could be 
pumptM into bettering our stanstards, will be well 
worth our while 

As things stand then, the Grand Prix altbou^ 
a' good concept, is tantamount to putting all our 
e^gs iu otto basket, a waste of time, effort and pre¬ 
cious money which can be infinitely bmter utilised 
for the promotion of the game ixi the country by 
the provision of more public courts (of which there 
is an acute shortage), cheap kit and gear, facilities 
for coaching, talent-spotting and b.r sending more 
juniors abroad to play extensively in foreign loorna- 
ments in order to come up to world standards The 
Amritraj brothers are what they are because of the 
opportunities they have had to play tibroad. 

An international tournament like the Grand 
Prix is indeed desirable to generate interest in, and 
promote the standard of, the game h'ut things are 
not working out that way. And the be^Il and end-all 
of the AILTA should not be the organiitation of just 
one glamour tournament but the pro'rision of an 
infrastructure and the setting into A'otion of an 
integrated PLAN for the promotion C«f the gome 
which it is not doing. By mobilising mort of its re¬ 
sources and channelising almost all its smergiet to¬ 
wards the organisation of one prestigious tourna¬ 
ment which gives a distorted picture of the function¬ 
ing of the All Indie Lawn Tennis Association, diis 
august body is shirking its responsibility to the 
nation and its players. So what do we do)' Opt out 
of the Asian Circuit? Let’s think that one over in a 
sensible, balanced and, most importantly, unemo¬ 
tional manner. 

(This article has been reproduced from INDIA 
TODAY) 
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Bagan better this yeir 


I N retalniag the Rovwi Ciqt on. 

IfoMlw Iwt, M«atun Begun Ath- 
tetic dw were better then they 
were when winning it lest year. 
They overwhelmed Selgaonkar 
Sportt Club el <3oa in the ^irteiv 
mel ->• they bed been idwen a 
hare tiU this stage, got the bettm* 
ot East Bengal in the seinl<flnaJ 
and then proved superior tf> Tata 
SnorU Club in die replayedt 
The first meetiag in me fteal had 
ended goallese 

The Caktttu glanu fotind die 
deep daCence of lata Sports a hard 
nut to erack on Sunday. The Bont 
bay side were clearly the under* 
dogs as they had been: less Iffl* 
prulive on the way to the final. 
But they wmo a detm-ioined lot 
and countered their rl.vals with 
firm tackles, matched them in body 
play and genwally caw to it that 
Mohun Bagan die not tiot a clear 
hold on the proeeodlnfts. 

Neither (hiutam S<arkar nor 
HaWh. the Mahun Baymn linkman, 
was sble to shift tha Tata daland- 
ors. among whom Robert lySouxa 
was outstanding. O’Sousa found 
good .support in the wsy of Tony 
Mertin end Kosl^ Mathew held 
the rival wingers ori a leash. Ban* 
dya in goal was oAcieat .and in¬ 
spiring. 

But Tata’s wiltefJ I<i die second 
meeting, though for the whole of 
first half they managed to survive. 
The cracks in th«iir defence were 
opening before the interval. The 
Mohun Began linkmen perfiwmed 
better and both exploited the speed 
and i^ls of their flenkmen. widi 
Bidesh Bose turning in ja match¬ 
winning displa;r. Shyam Thapa 
missed e couple of chsnces before 
finding the winn er IS minutes firom 
the end with a spectacular shot 
aloi^ the grnund while on the 
ground. Akbar worked herd but 
was not tSect'iVfc 



Mbhun Bai 
MuMi’ACtMUT' 


iffan’s captain ftalaroto Bhaitacharjee, maaga 
'lae, Siva^ Banerjec and Bidash Best in happy 
Whh them is Bombay Mayer Mnril Dears 


Mohun Baaan^ defence did not 
have as mu» to do as they had 
had in the semi-final againat East 
Bengal, though they again used 
brawn to good effect. Against East 
Bengal, who turned in a better 
show, the Mohun Bagan defence 
was robust and at times ro^gh. But 
their forwards seized their chances, 
Shyam Thapa scoring both their 
goals. He turned into a goal a 
headed pass of Bidesh Bose for 
the first and then pounced on a 
lapse of Bhaskar Ganguly for the 
second. 

East Bphgal gained a hit of sym. 
pathy, if not the Cup. After they 
won the rgplayed quarter-final 


against Harwood Laagtw ehamplmts 
Orksy Mills convi^ngly, tha Cal- 
eutta League champlena ware 
rafiuH- .unlucky to lose to their tra¬ 
ditional opponents, Mohun Bagan. 
in the senu-final. incidentally lliis 
is their first ever loss to the latter 
hi the Rovers Cup, though in t9TZ 
die two had shared the Cap, Mter 
the replayed final also had proved 
indecisive. 

East Bengal, who had loat by a 
solitary geu me IFA Shield fund 
to Mman Began, started oat as 
the underdou chimly beeauao they 
wm not as mrceful in tfadr tacldoa 
in midfield. In the event, however. 
Pintu Choudhary did not suffer the 









Pics : RIO 


hwdi tTMtawmi mtod gut to him 
by hto rlfob in tho IPA Shiold 
Sntl, and that allewad him to domi* 
nata tha addlald. 

But Earn BancaVt forwarda wara 
not ao fortunata. They had to faea 
tho robuat and oftan roufh taeklaa 
of thair rivala, and lhair heaitancy 
and narvouanoaa waa avidam In 
Mttilr Boao’a afforta at goal, one in 
aoeh half. Surajlt Sangupta and 
Ranjit Mukharjaa were olankad 
out and Vlaganathen faded after 
a couple of poor attempu in tha 
aecono half 

Agalnat Orkay MUla irt the ro> 
play, however, Eaat Bengal turned 


on tha full praoaura of thair aklU 
and artiatry. Two aMla in gukk 
auccaaalon in tha mat guartar of 
an hour through Ulaganathan and 

a t Sangupta — Mlhlr Boaa 
a third U minutaa later 
y knocked out Orkay. Tha 
aacond half waa more Ilka a prac* 
tlea aaaalon for Eaat Bengal, with 
UlaganaUian ahowtng off nia ball 
play. 

Thk match, however, would have 
been aa keen aa the firat goalleaa 
meeting had Gowder headed home 
a freeldck of Bernard Pereira iMh 
fore their rivala went dhead Aa 
Eaat Bengal controlled the play 
and forced their rivala on the de- 
fenaive for long apella, ttiO Orkay 
attack, for all me runmng of Ber< 
nard, just withered away 


Ilia alldiembay asmUbal wm n 
good euro for inaoinntdl Nidihor 
Tata Sporta Club, wm wtm. by a 
aolitary goal, nor Mantlal 
laat yaat^ loaing Snallata and SSn 
wlnnmfa, toudhod form mgmatod of 
aaml-Snaliata. Mafatl^ in particu> 
lar, ware llatloaa, widi not OM of 
tham being to par. 

Tata'a watfa more thmatful, 
thooidt the early loaa due to aa 
injured knee of their dc4>P*ri 
Marto tkraciaa, waa a big Warn, 
Negi.acored dielr only goal They 
were worthy of at leaat diraa more. 
But Camilo D’SUva waated good 
pataes of MeJwyn Oliver. Tata’a 
defence were on top of their rivals. 

—SHARP SHOOTER 
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Mere wishful-tUihkiilg 


'T'HB problems of lodiait hockey 
^ heve been megnified by the 
rule-of-thumb methods of e power¬ 
ful back-room boy and die run-of- 
tbe-mill methods employed in the 
conditioning and training of the 
side by coach R. S. Gentle. Hie 
World Cup probables flopped in 
the Nehru Hockey Tournament. 
They did little to redeem tbem- 
s^es in the first of the four inter¬ 
nationals that India. will play 
against Holland and encourage the 
hope of a successful defence of 
tbe title at Buenos Aires next 
March. 

The peculiar postures adopted 
by players and officials have made 
a mockery of the phased pro¬ 
gramme m preparation. And Luis 
Cordeiro^ who has been installed 
as the chairman of the national 
Selection committee in place of 
Jimmy Nagervala, can hardly view 
the scene with an air of judicial 
detachment. 

Ihe hue and cry for the recall 
of the discards and the misguided 
rebels has found expression in the 
Lcdc Sabha during question hour. 
But no useful purpose can be 
served by the re-introduction of 
Govindu Ashok Kumar, Asiam 
Sicr Knaiu Surjit Singh, Baldev 
Singh and Varinder Singh into the 
list of probables if coach Gentle is 
retained. 

Conch Gentle was not an inno¬ 
cent party to the wholesome mas¬ 
sacre of World Cup heroes by the 


selection committee beaded by 
Jimmy Nagarvala. He did pot raise 
a murmur of protest when JDN 
told the sportswriteri of Bombaiy 
that Ashok Kumar is no good. On 
the contrary, he aired the view 
ffiat Prabhakaran would make a 
far more' purposeful and effective 
inside-rii^t. 

Gentle seemed to be quite satis¬ 
fied with the showing of the In¬ 
dian team against Hmland in the 
drawn first Test at tbe BHA Sta¬ 
dium, He said: "This is the best 
forward line I have ever bad.” He 
watt the coach of the" victorious 
team in Bangkok in 1966 and of 
the Amsterdam squad that was 
beaten by Holland in the tie¬ 
breaker of the World Cup final in 
1973. 

But in the next breath, he added: 
“Grewal made a lot of mistakes. 
He is not accustomed to playing 
at inside-left Surinder is the ideal 
choice. Unfortunately, he is suffer¬ 
ing from jaundice, while Syed Ali 
seems to be in need of an hernia 
operation.” 

Gentle seemed to be reluctant 
to admit that the defence was weak. 
Dung I>ung was particularly vul¬ 
nerable, while the intermediate 
line would not have flattered a club 
side. “Pramod Kumar (he was 
roped in at the eleventh hour) was 
supmb in the Nehru,” said Gentle. 
“But he could not find his touch 
against Holland and I replaced him 
with Mebboob Khan. Gabriel hud 



IMUa'a eapthin 
goanmiw* 


Pfaiilipa rwmlvaa bis souvfndn Ixoiin 
nsUBeasral of ffie Nelhsriaiido. '1^ 
by AmaraJ Mihajim and Oriiay MBIa 


a bad mateb. Otherwise, ffierciiaaf 
nothing wrong with the half-tine 
ogee M^boob replaced Kumra.** 

Wldtful diinking camiaf 'prp d iiifee 
a world-beatitig aide. 1 , 01*1 beve hg 
IHusions on mat smire. Ifnf(lMi> 
wing-half bad the-skill, ^ speed 
and the sound positimw lenae tq 
merle his wingm- in the tbrecenmi 
forward line that Htdland depUwed, 
There -were hdge gaps in imiffiidUl 
for the visitors, a trifle travel- 
staiped and weary, to exploit. And 
it was amaxing that neither the 
master-minds on the Indian bench 
nor the players on the field hqd the 
commonsense to counter the shel- 
low dia|con8l pass and the long 
scoop with which the Dutch pierced 
the home defence. 

The Indian phiyers did not show 
a firm grasp of fundamentals. 
Their trapping was poor and the 
amateurish approach to Ireeliits 
was alarming. The half-backs and 
the deep defenders, Bbengra and 
Dung Dung, wasted the ball with 
aimless clearances. Their hapha¬ 
zard approach to free-hiis was in 
striking contrast to those of the 
opposition who made a conscious 
attempt to find a man with a set¬ 
ting up pass. 

Phillips, the solitary survivor of 
the World Cup and Montreal 
Olympic side (Prabhakaran was 
not included in the final teapi al¬ 
though he was carried to Paris and 
Toronto), provided the only touch 
of class. He was superb against 
Holland at Montreal and if Har- 
charan Singh, on the left flank, had 
turned to account the two brilliant 
centres that Phillips sent across 
early in the match, India may not 
have suffered a one-three defeat in 
their pool engagement. 

Zaffar is as promising at outside- 
left as both Shiv Dutt anff Ghafoor 
were at bU staM of devehmment. 
He has a fast stick and a fair turn 
of speed. But it is doubtful If he 
is more effective than iltercharan 
Singh who has suddenly and mya- 
teriously fallen out of favonr with 
the selectors. 

, Vincent Lakra and Grewal -~ 
both played unshod after the first 
half —• did little to encourage co¬ 
hesion in the approach work of 
India. Lakra is the mercurial sort. 
He is fluid and naobUs in ^ 
ments. But he could not ftMg tbs 
Dutchmen with his bcrtbNtoNlO^ 
and therb was no meffM lit #o 
madness M hit roylng 'conffiij#(ni; 
Pfabhakafan it too loft sM--on- 
iinaginBtive to excel as the homrim'* 
ip-Chiaf of aq attackl«fl ttWOtot 

flian can sncpact little or: igi basis- 

■ ', 

«P(atT8WSE]C, Daceml^ |i, tfi?7 


H«UmhI giwikeepcr Martin SikkUif P*il> Ae ball out of harm way as India’s Viactat I/akra takaa a cwipe 

and ndoBCB. Steem loMcs^ on 


tance from the present interme¬ 
diate line 

Robert Claudius, the second son 
of die celebrated Indian interna¬ 
tional and former Olympic captain, 
Leslie, has a long way to go to ma¬ 
ture into a right half-back of inter¬ 
national class. He worked hard, it 
is true. Perhaps, his clumsy at¬ 
tempts to hand-stop the ball for the 
striker from a penalty-corner push- 
in rattled hint. 

Neither Bhengra nor Dung Dung 
is any great shakes at converting 
a penaity-cwner. Baldev, Surjit and 
Aslam Sher Khan why even 
Mukhbain Singh — are .streets 
ahead of them in this respect. This 
needs to be stressed as India are 
grdwing increasingly dependent on 
goals from iienalty-corners and 


penalty-strokes. There was neither 
polish nor finishing power in - the 
attack and Vincent Lalora missed 
the simplest of chances when, ho 
made a wild lash over the ball. 

Holland were not as sharp as 
they w«‘e at Montreal Tbej missed 
the speed and thrust of striker 
Paul Littens. Ties Kruise, the in¬ 
surance bridter, is not the terror he 
once was and yet he sctflred with 
a crisp penalty-comer di'ivo and 
made the play from a corner for 
Ron Steens to get the first goal 
Andre BoUiuis, Tim Steens and 
Geert van Eijk positioned well, 
made some fine interceptions and 
helped Ron Steens and Wooter Lee- 
fers to mount swift coumer- 
aiUcks. 

The umpiring was perplexing. 
Davidson made some peculiar deci¬ 


sions and Sujlana, promoted to in¬ 
ternational grade 11, apparently de¬ 
cided to even the score by award¬ 
ing India a penalty-stroke — Sik- 
king fell on the ball and shiddod 
it for only a emlit second and die 
infringement, it any, was acciden¬ 
tal and not doHberate and it was 
welt clear of the goat — from 
which Phillips got the second aq^oa- 
liser. Mehbopb Khan got the first 
one when Claudius failed to hand- 
. stop the ball from a penalty-comer 
and be darted in and scoim. 

The result of the internationals 
on this tour is not the real issue at 
stake as for at liidia are concerned. 
Vfhat really matters is the brand 
of hockey that our repraseniative 
side is playing Can smy honest 
chroniclmr maintain thft it is of. 
world standard? 



A Hottand eje- 
fender inlcreaiHa 
e paaa ae QroWal, 
Prabliaicaraii VAd 
Mar wfiicfi 
amJeualy 
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T he eminent statistkian was sit< 
ting at the press club bar and 
airing through his record books 
to find out how many batsmen, 
adtose names began widi the 
letter had scored 50 runs 
or mwe in thehr third appear¬ 
ance in a Test match. 

I ordered a tomato juice for him, 
beer for myself, and asked him 
if he had worked out the latest 
statistic from Australia 

**¥68,** said the statistician, sipping 
his tomato juice. “On the open¬ 
ing day of the match between a 
West Indian IQ and a World XI 
at Adelaide, diere were 1,102 
spectators, including three ex¬ 
players and Kerry Packer, who 
had not boui^t tickets.” 

‘Tntaresting,” I said. 

The statistician continued: “As 
against thi& there were 13,173 
spectators for the Test between 
Australia and India in Brisbane 
on the opening day. Of course, 
I am including Anant Setalvsd 
in them.” 


"Ot course,” I Siid, fulping down 
my beer. ^ 

The statistician said: "At the and 
of the fisrt hour jdter lunch, on 
the second day of the ma^ be¬ 
tween Australia and Tony Gnrig^s 
World XL, there were 3,017 apee- 
taters, inchidiag saven persons 
who had turned up thinking they 
were going to a circus.” 

“I see,” 1 said, ordering a pine¬ 
apple juice for him ana another 
beer for myself. , 

The statistician said: "At the same 
time, at Brisbane tor the India- 
Australia Test, there were 9,7fil 
spectators. However, S63 of these 
said they would have preferred 
to see Tony Greig's World XI if 
they were in Meloourne and not 
in Brisbane. Seventeen women 
said they had merely come be¬ 
cause th^ husbands had asked 
them and did not core one bit 
tvhether they ware watching Bedi 
or Lillee” 

“Fioe,” I said. , 

“At least 8,S25 Ausu-aiians said 
they regretted not being present 
for the final day's play between 
Australia and India in Brisbane. 
U they had been present, the 
avm'Sge attendance would have 
gone up by 0.66,” the statistician 
said, emptying hit glass of pine¬ 
apple juice. 

“Correct," 1 said. 

“As against this," the statistickn 
coBunuad, "there were 8,31» citi- 


a«as of llelhoianit wto that 
if they hod known CUv* ^alfA 
waa goini to acoro 140 
would hiv* patroniaod 
(rial match. This w^d lutn 
raised the avwagn .dally «tteod- 


held uiywhertt in An wnrldL** 

"True,” 1 said, ordering n mange 
juke for him and anothm bottle 
of beer for myself. 

The statisHdan said: “Considerint 
that the prices of tickets for me 
Packer series are 0.^ dollar 
more than for the official ^Mts, 
the average collection per head, 
per hour, per day works out to 
3.52 dollars for JHicker's match 
and 3.^ dollars for the official 
Test. This is excluding the taxes, 
you understand." 

“1 understand,” I said. 

The statistician continued: “It is 
mteresting to note that 30 
minutes before the start of play 
on the third morning of the Super 
Test between a West Indies XI 
and an Australian XI, die tickets 
sold were 17.86 per cent more 
than for the same period for the 
1 n d i a-Australia official Test 
Though this percentage comes to 
12.44 per cent when one consi¬ 
ders that the capacity of the Mel¬ 
bourne Stadidm is 8 32 per cent 
more than that of the Brisbane 
Stadium " 

“Thank you. Anandji," I jaid, paid 
die bill and left. 


TOPAZ miles ahead in Technology & Quality 


TOPAZ Pioneered a WgWy advanced electronic monitoring 
systeon to guarantee world class quality of eadi blade with 

Exclusive ^Non-Blink Electronic Eye’ 





ThM'i bamuM wa know what makaa 
a blaSa auparlor Tka aaarat 
aaeerdina la axparM Hat In Ilia final 
flnlahlne af tha adfti 
TOPAZ Taahnialana ohaak tha qitalltv 
of CHBMiCAt. OOATma day In and 
day out by AUTOMATIC CONTAOUI 
whieh walk Inatantty to maintain 

tbn world alaaaaualKy-- thaadsaa 
art platuriatd 4000 TIMES THE ACTUAL 
SIZE for tha puriwatll 
Wo attrtad mafclno Madaa twanty 
yaara asa That'a whan wo workad 
out tha ASC af hlada taMuiolosy Ilka 
tha PIHE ANO ICE proeaw. Jutt at 
yau laamt 1 -l-1 > E whan you wara 
fiva Wthayaeemaalonewaylrain 
maraty o'lndbis atalnlaaa ataol atrl|M , 
Into raaor b l a d a a l 

Today TOPAZ Toehnleiam evt aMy 
mako WOniP CLAW bladaa. thM 
•naka OOPHISTieATID MACHINtt 


that maka bladaal What a mart 
thaaa mtehlnat art aapartad to tha 
Waatarn worldl 

Naturally, wa wen tha IBI mark ahaad 
af avarybedy alaa With ut 
taahnoloslaat advanaamant In binda 
mafcina la a aommitmant 
Wa gava India Itt firat atdinitat attal 
blada at a pnea our paopla oan afford 



TOPAZ 

marches ahead others trail behind 
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Not convincing 


O NS muvt be sradous in ilefeat 
no lioubt, but it is difficult la 
reconcile oneself widi our defeat 
at the bonds of Bobby Simpson and 
hk men, who were only a fortniight 
ago regarded as the second Aus¬ 
tralian Eleven. 

there have been post-mortem 
galore. A great deal has been spou¬ 
ted and wiitten about the reasons 
for the Indian defeat but u it be¬ 
ing fanciful to find the reasons for 
the comparative failure of Indian 
batsmanship over the decades in 
national psychology? 

To conclude the contention that 
our batsmen once again betrayed 
their chronic vulnerability against 
pace, somehow does not sound 
convincing. 

— K S. Hari (Bombay). 

Spectacular 

/“lONGRATULATIONS to Simp- 
^ son and his boys for a fine 
victory and to fiishan Bedi and 
boys for a spectacular fight, turn. 
ing some defeat into an almost 
minculous victory An honourable 
defeat though for India. « 

M. V. Sunder (Bangalore). 

Congrats Sunil 

H earty congratulations to our 
master batsman Sunil Gava¬ 
skar on getting a brilliant ton. His 
teak of protecting practically every 
batsman including Viswanath, 
Patel, Mankad and Madan Lai from 
the ever menacing Thomson was 
indeed stimendous; at the tame 
time he did not deviate from his 
doty of taking India towards that 
naudi winning total of 341. 

— Aahok Shenoy (Bombay). 


T ROUCH we lost the Brisbane 
Teat, Gavaskar (113) ^haps 
played one irf the best Test innings. 
Orc more positive point is the suc- 
eoss of the modium pacers mo aot 
10 of Ao 20 widcets to fall, pilip 
Vongaarkar alto deserves praise. 
Varsha (Sharpurc (Bombay)- 

$up«r 

l|flSyR&EVi artklos are always 
food. Mis ranking of Hie crk; 
kot MMM of diHeront oeuntrios and 
tlM Podior W waa aupar. 

kXakarand Cadre (Poona). 


Blunder 

IITOW can one e>n>ect the stand- 
ard of umpiring in domeatic 
cricket to improve vmen first class 
umpires make ailly blunders like 
these? 

Watching a division league match 
sponsored by the Bihar Cricket 
Association in Jamdiodpur, one 
felt as if it was an umpite against 
the whole team. The bowlers of 
one side kept eppeeling for Ibw 
and repeatOnly the umpire nega¬ 
tived them. More than three- 
fourths of the decision should have 
gone in favour of the bowlers. 

Later, a batsman hooked a short 
one to the fine leg for a six. Hie 
ball had gone over the boundary 
line when a fielder crossed the line 
and took the catch and qipealed. 
To the amaxement of everyone the 
umpire after four minutes gave 
the batsman out Of course the 
spectators took offence and stopped 
the game. 

We hope senior officials of the 
Bihar Cricket Association take note 
of this 

—Balwant Rai, Arun Kumar 
(Jamshedpur). 



The onfy place I am not 
afraid of facing a fast 
bowler is this 

Failed again 

T hough lOdk went down gal¬ 
lantly, the Brisbane Test has 
again shown that die Indian tail 
starts after Viswanath. Time and 
again Patel and Mankad two proli¬ 
fic run-getters in the Ranji Trophy 
mitdMs were beaten by sheer pace. 
Despite being given chances both 
failod again at a crucial stage. 

— Mukul Meheshwari (Calcutta). 


be^loraBle 


TT ia deplorable that S. Vetikat- 
raghavan is named 12ih man. 
Be is at good at Prasanna. Pra- 
teima it not getting any yo'unger 
day by day. Instead of including 
Prasanna only to towl a few oven, 
why not include Venkat vdiu is at 
effective as a bowler end at the 
came time e good close-in fielder 
as well? 

—V. Radbakrishnan (Madras). 

Thanks 


ANY thanks to SPORT SWEEK 
for publishing extracts of 
"One More Over” by E. /» S Pra- 
uinna. We are moved t<y the ill- 
treatment offered to the world's 
best off-spinner. 

— Vlji, Johny and Bali (Tumkur). 


n Y the way Prasann a delivered 
^ his ‘One More Over* it appears 
that this may well be the last for 
the veteran. The book reflects only 
the unsportive qualities of Pra¬ 
sanna 

' — G. K ijubramanlum 

(Modi Nagar). 

Eye-opener ' 


YOUR editorial (SW Nov 27) is 
* an eye-opener tor the roun- 
try’s sportsmen of international 
class It u observed with'great dis¬ 
may, that whenever/ our sportsmen 
gain fame at the in ternational level 
they start behavintj as if they have 
conquered the w'nole world and 
they become demanding As you 
have mentioned why don’t the au¬ 
thorities discard them like IHF 
did with the hoxkey deserters Let 
the revoltert know that our country 
does not ‘care’ to earn sport lame 
and glories from 'unpatriotic 
sportsmen. 

— Abdul Qayyum Nawal a 
(Dharwar). 

Disappolrtting 

■yHE Icidism hockey probabl es 
have .given a disappointing p er- 
formance in the Nwru Hod c«y 
Tournament It has disappotv geri 
even those vrho had some hope 
the second 'itring team would ' ^ck 
and mould itself into a wir mlng 
combination. What is more be fflmg 
is the silence of IHF official- i who 
are sitting ti^tlipped and c to not 
spell out w hat they intend to do for 
the -bettdriaient of the game Will 
they ruin Indian Hockey sir aply (o 
keep diei-r prestige? 

—- M. P. Verma (Chan- digarh). 


Sad 


W ITH tha exception of Tim 
Gullikson, others who took 
part in the Indian Open were not 
of rea’t international clt ist The 
withdrawal of 14 top pla yers origi- 
, nally Listed for the paru cipation of 
this year’s Grand Prix at Bombay 
was ti tad thing. 

•-R. Surendra Rac i (Jdysora). 
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Sholay chars a doubt 


'T'HE doubts about Sbolay’s abi- 
* hty to cope with a middle dis> 
taiK;e cout'se were convincingly 
idlayed when M Govindappa and 
James Leoitg’s Red Rufus-Roman- 
tica colt claimed the 1,600 metres 
Bangalore 2,tDOO Guineas more im> 
pressively than the official one 
length vffiich he beat Ocean 
Gold in 1 minute, 42 seconds, 
which is one and four-fifth seconds 
faster than tliat clocked by Wide 
Awake last yimr 

Sholay is ti'ie best performed 
and the highest-rated three-year-old 
in the country and is the only one 
of his age to have won in Class 
One, a trat wiHich he performed 
both in Bangalore and in Bombay 
Tudate he has raced 12 times and 
hus won nine races, the last six in 
a row. He was second twice and 
has missed the firame only on one 
occasion, which «’as the Bangalore 
Sommer 1,600 m>etres Colts Trial 
Stakes. There is tnot the sli^test 
doubt that if he makes the trm to 
Bombay for Christinas Day's 2,000 
Guineas he will be a strong factor. 

The doubts about Shoiay’s abi- 
1 lity to stay were created by the 
1 lattern of his racing All his pre- 
V ious victories were over (,200 me 
ti 'es or less and it was fe.sred that 
h e was too brilliant to stay How 
w rong that notion was became ap- 
ps urent when he tracked Beloved 


Prince from the start of the 2,000, 
went clear early in the straight 
and easily held the challenge of 
the vastly-improved Ocean Gold, 
whcL It will be recalled, was the 
unplaced favourite in the Colts 
Trial, by one length. Beloved 
Prince was two lengths behind and 
Cyclops was a further four lengths 
away. Regal Prince was wididrawn 
and only six three-year-olds went 
to the post at level weight for a 
winner’s prise of Rs. 63,682. 

ffiiolay's sire is the first of the 
two, Squanderer is the other, 
horses who have won die Indian 
triple crown and the Invitarion 
Cup. In fact. Red Rufus, who is 
by Dark William-Red Belle, was 
never off the board in his 14 starts, 
nine of which were winning ones 



_ 

Sholay (Shinde up) winner 
of the Bangalore 
2,000 Guineas 



PuM M Noir (hCckeowit up) being led ih after winning the 
Maharaja Sir Pratsmsingfa Geekwar Cup, 

At rigiH is 1^. Maneckji 


Shoiay’s dam, Romantica (Exagfie- 
rator-Maduri) won 10 races and 
was fourth in die Indian IJlOO 
Guineas. She was the proper^ of 
Maharaj Harpat Singh, one at the 
wue spmting gentlemen of the turf 
whose recent death passed un¬ 
noticed. Sholay was bred bv S. A. 
Poonawalla and Mrs. Villoo C. 
Poonawalla, was saddled by Tassi 
and ridden by Vasant Shinde. 

In Calcutta, the favourite Chianti 
had to fight to score from Mighty 
Sprite in the 2,000 Guineas. The 
Fey Legend-Bobbity colt joined 
issue with pacemaker Mighty Sprite 
with 200 metres to go and then a 
terrific battle for supremacy ensued 
with Rae Guest just getting trainer 
Rahamatulla’s ward’s head in front 
at the post. Dark Orient was third 
and the fancied Triple Crown fol¬ 
lowed. 

Next Sunday’s 1,000 Guineas in 
Bombay promises to be as much 
of a thriller as the race has a most 
open aspect and the iavourite in 
the illegal ante post belting, which 
IS usually a very good guide, is 
quoted at 13 to 4 Six of the run¬ 
ners have to be considered and it 
does not help to indicate who is 
the highest rated amongst them 
and wno will, accordingly, have 
the biggest pull in the weight as 
that aspect has little relevance in 
a Classic 

The SIX are Noblesse Oblige (Va- 
loroso-Princess Lowndes), Party 
Belle (Promontory High Party), 
Psyche (Satinello-Shrimari), Reflect 
(Prince Pradeep-Reques,), Satin 
Red (Satinello-Red Surprise) 
and Irack Flame (Grey Gaston- 
Traxaaa) All have excellent blood 
and all have been tuned to concert 
pitch In the final analysis, it is 
this column’s view that Party Belle 
and Track Flame will fight out the 
issue with the vote going to the 
former 

The honours of last Sunday’s 
racing in Bombay went to trainers 
Azis Mahmoud and his erstwhile 
assistant Imtiaz A Sait and to the 
young apprentice jockey P. S. 
Bbosle, each of whom scared a 
double and the spoils went to the 
bookmakers as only four clear 
favourites scored in the mne-racd 
card and two odds-on choices in 
Khamseen and Justine bit the doth. 

The best of the beaten brigade 
were the two-year-old Royal Tern, 
who would have made a winning 
debut had he not shifted out when 
taking the home turn; Sea MUL 
who made the much better placed 
Ibiza fight for victow in the two- 
horSe Ardeshir (Sold Cup; Whistling 
Breese, who was very late on the 
scene to go down by a short head; 
House of Lords, who had a slightly 
hampered pass^; and Water m 
Life, who was sent out over a 
course which was too sharp for her. 
All will be aarly winners. 
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WHh a little care. 


Vaseline Hair Tonic and Scalp- 
Condilioner keeps your hair wel!- 
groomed 

Just a few Silver drops are enough 
to ensure that it's kept sleek. 
Controlled, And manageable. All day. 

And,meanwhile, a built-in scaip- 
conditioner works to keep your 
fiair healthy. 

Vastdine Han Tome and Scalp 
Condinonei The easy way to ejreat- 
lookmg fiaif 

VASELINE 

Hair Tonic and 
Scalp Conditioner 
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CHALLENGE COUNTY 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
The best bat in India 
made from English ¥rillew i 
nurtured in Kashmir. M 


Also available scooped, oiled—ready to play. 

SYMONDS cricket bats are ttje only b.its 

in India which are fully compressed on 

face back and both edges on an 

automatic roller machine Fach bat is 

perfectly balanced and you 11 find the 

same fitting of the handle because 

specially designed automatic machined 

Jigs control the splicing of the blades 

eliminating even I®/, chance of human . 

error Fach blade is dried at 12i®4 M 

moisture content for perfect seasoning M 

Other bate in the Kashmir m 

willow range to suit individual M 

raguiramants are M 

SYMONDS COUNTY WRAPPED / 

(4 roses) M 

SYMONDS COUNTY SPECIAL i 

(3 wmgs) m 

SYMONDS COUNTY SELECTED f 

if wings) M 

SYMONDS COUNTY CLUB / 

(1 wing) M 
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India go down 
in another thriller 


T IKE in Brisbane it was once again a case of so 
^ near, yet so far for the Indian team in Perth, 
where Australia recorded their second straight suc- 
ce.ss in the five-Te.st series. The match which was 
wide open as the last day dawned, swung Australia’s 
way when the Indian spinners failed to dislodge 
‘nighiwatchman’ Tony Mann, and later skipper 
Bobby Simpson and Peter Toohey set the pace with 
an exhilarating stand. When the mandatory over.s 
began, Australia were well on the road to victory. 
However, as has been the pattern in this series, 
fortunes swung rapidly, and it was India who kept 
the crowd on their toes in the last 30 minutes or so 
as they grabbed three quick wickets and one visua¬ 
lised as thrilling a finish as the one at Brisbane as 
the ninth-wirket pair of Thomson and Clark sur¬ 
vived many an anxious moment in getting the <iine 
run.s required for victory at that stage. Millions of 
thrill-hungry fans in this country wailed with bailed 
breath for a miracle, but in vain. 

So India are two down despite topping the 300- 
mark in both innings at Perth. It was once again 
the brittle middle-order batting that let us down. At 
283 for four we were riding a crest of a batting 
wave and could have built up a total which could 
have ensured at least a draw if not a win. What 
followed wa.s the same old story of only a couple 
of batsmen — Chetan Chauhan, Mohinder Air.ar- 
nath and Sunil Gavaskar — coming good. They 
have made us proud with their ^orious deeds in 
this Test, the first two in both innings. If our bats¬ 
men down the order had followed their example, 
there would have been a different story. What they 
lack is a professional approach which was evident 
in Bobby Simpson and most of his boys. 

Bedi’s declaration allowing time and scope for 
Ausitalia to chase the target will be debated for 
long His anxiety to shield Chandrasekhar from the 
fiery onslaught of Thomson and Co. is understand¬ 
able, but by defending for some time, the target for 
victory could have been made more difficult for 
the Aus.sies. His decision must have been influenced 
by the fact that Chandra would not have lasted for 
more than a couple of balls, but then ‘killing’ time 
could have saved the situation. 

Though our ground fielding was upto the mark, 
some catches were missed at crucial stages, and 
according to reports some umpiring decisions went 
against us. But that is part and parcel of the game, 
particularly when you are playing abroad and in 
ultimate analysis such decisions even out 

So to Melbourne during the New Yeat week 
and one hopes for better luck in the year ahead. 
But India will have to bat consistently down the 
middle, field with more vigour and above all Htould 
not lose heart in the crucial third Teat. 


Printed and published by Khelid Ansari for Inquilab PubUeetions (Pvt.) Ltd at 
Inquilab Offset Printers, 1S6 D. J. Dadyee Ro^. Bombay.^ 034. Manaung Editor: 
Khalid Ansari. Associate Editor: Shared Kotnu. Sub-Editor; C. Baskwan. 





THE PERTH TEST _ from khaiip ansam 

Glory in defeat 



Buhan Bedt and Bobby SimpM>n greot each other 


OO India lost the Perth Test at 
well to go down 0-2 in tlu 
Test series. We as a people ait 
quick to rush to judgement and tv< 
berate our sportsmen when they do 
not come up to our often unrealis¬ 
tic expectations. But let us not 
condemn our gallant ciickelers 
They did indeed lose but they did 
BO fighting all the way They were 
glorious in defeat. It would have 
been marvellous to win but it was 
not to be. Even in defeat they have 
been excellent ambassadors for the 
country for having played the game 
the way it should be played. They 
deserve praise not derision 

On the run of play, India descr 
ved at least a draw Or perhaps a tie 
would have been a more equitable 
decision. All in all the better team 
won because of superior teamwork 
and greater application and deter 
mination. Having witnessed the 
proceedings most carefully, there 
is the temptation, as in the Indian 
camp, to blame the umpiring, a 
temptation to be resisted scrupu¬ 
lously. 

Other factors apart, what really 
turned the tide was India’s batting 
slump from 240 for one to 3i0 for 
nine declared and the incapacity 
of the Indian bowlers to bowl nut a 
tairly mediocre batting lineup 
twice for totals smaller than their 
own. 

To win or even draw the series 
against a gritty side will be an up¬ 
hill task. A large dose of the in¬ 
definable something popularly 
known as the “killer instinct” is 
called for. Here below is a detailed 
description of the thriller as I saw 
it with, naturally, the fifth day, 
which was the most exciting, com¬ 
ing first. 

Tony Mann who bowls his leg 
spinners and goqghes with a low 
action releasing ' the ball from 
dhoulder hei^t announced his 
team's intentions — loud and clear 
— when he mightily lifted the 
fourth ball of the fifth day, from 
BsuH, the ball falling just inside 
the fence. It became immediately 
evident ttiat the Australians would 
make a determined bid for victory 
except, ofcourse, in the event of 
being pushed against the wall. 

But Mann who went on to score 
105 had a fortuitous escape when 
he survived a most confident ap¬ 
peal for leg before off Bedi's bowl¬ 
ing in the very first over of the 
day. Had he left at that stage the 


outcome of this match could well 
have been quite different India 
drew blood — early — in the sec 
ond over of the day when Madan 
Lai caused his fourth delivery to 
kick disconcertingly The ball 
caught Serjeant, who shuffled back, 
by surprise and flew off his gloves 
to Kirmam Umpire Dick Flench 
deliberated awhile before pro 
nouncing the batsman out. 

However, Mann a free stroking 
batsman who claims for inclusion 
in the Test team rest wholly and 
solely on his bowling ability pushed 
the score along with lofted pulls 
and drives but his hirsute partnei 
Ogilvic was compelled to inhibit 
his flair tor strokeplay what with 
both Bedi and Venkat bowling a 
tight accuiatc length and rei using 
to adopt ultradetensive tactics. 

With Bedi bowling with tremen¬ 
dous guile and skill, varying his 
length direction and flight the A us 
tralian batsmen who were reluctant 
to use their teet tound scoring a 
difficult proposition with only 74 
runs coming in the two-hour pre¬ 
lunch session whereas the home 
side had to average about 60 an 
hour to overtake India’s total in the 
available time. 

With the score 49, Mann then on 
29 swung wildly at Bedi and the 
ball flew to first slip where Viswa- 
nath’s confident appeal was dis¬ 
allowed. The West Australia left¬ 
hander had another narrow escape 
when Vengsarkar at forward short- 


leg stood immobile as the ball rico¬ 
cheted off bat and pad Kirmani 
finding Vengsaikar rooted to the 
giound lunged for the chance be 
latcdly but could not hold on to 
it 

The period between lunch and 
tea Witnessed an appreciable acce- 
Icia'ion in the scoring rate, with 
123 luns coming in 120 minutes 
thanks largely to the belligerence 
of Mann who had come in as 
nighiwatchman and who played 
like a veteran He cut loose, hit 
everything that came his way. The 
standing ovation that he received 
on his return to the pavilion after 
he was dismissed for 105 was tes¬ 
timony to the value of his knock. 

loohey entered at a stage when 
Bedi was drifting the ball with the 
wind and Venkat was bowling an 
extremely tight len^ Bedi turned 
on the pressure wim an aggressive 
field setting which in the ultimate 
analysis may have made all the 
diftcrence between victory and de¬ 
feat for India Ogilvie when on 39 
looked to be out (this was confirm¬ 
ed on the television replay) when 
Kirmani knocked off the bails as 
Bedi lured him out with a lofted de¬ 
livery but umpire French gave the 
batsman the benefit of the doubt. 
Ogilvie did not stay long to enjoy 
his luck and left with the score on 
195 when he played on top of a 
quicker ball from Bedi in tr^ng to 
drive and was bowled. Keith Miller 
told me that it may have been a 
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We* 11 still win—Bed i 


good thing from India’s point of 
view had he stayed on, so slug 
gish was hts rate of scoring 

With the entry of Simpson, whose 
highest Test score is 317, Australia 
soon gained the upper hand again 
Simmo and Toohey put on 100 
runs in even tune to bring the 
home aide on the verge of victory 
Just when it appeared that the Aus 
iralians were home and dry, Madan 
Lai who was now bowling with ve 
nom struck quick blows first get 
ting Simpson run out on his follow 
through tor an invaluable 39 and 
then claiming Hughes leg before 
for sero to send Australia slipping 
to ZK for siv Toohey, who bad 
played a marvellous match winning 
innings betrayed unmaturity when 
lifung Bedi to long off when the 
Australian score was 310 with onlv 
nine runs required tor victory li 
would have been far wiser tor him 
to stick around and get the lequircd 
runs tn singles and twos wtihou* 
chancing his arm 

The end was in sight and al 
though towaids the end India rai 
sed hopes of the rabidly partisan 
by claiming Kixiin betoie the close 
an India victory seemed onls a 
remote pussibilitv 

I l< h a i k 1 I c up their 
highest ever store in Aiisiiaha 
the iiitiipid Indian batsmen 
defied a determined Ihomson who 
bowled his heart on oii an intrigii 
ing wicke — the Pciih weiti hert 
age has nothing to do with it 
onee conndered the fastest in \iis 
tialia anet txpctitd bs cuiatoi Kov 
Abbott to be lively on the first two 
days but which turned out to be 
extremely docile and offered prt 
cious little lit* oi mose'nieni 

With t.avaskar, now luUv it 
covered trom his hamstiiiu iniuiy 
dismissed early, caught behiii I as 
a result of indtrision oft Vtcsi 
Australian — they ate called Sand 
gropers — ^ayne (laik, Delhi 
based opener rhaiihan, exiled 
to the wildeiness by the selcctois 
and Mohiiider Aniarnath turned ii 
a gritty performance to get on top 
of the attack which otten looked 
mediocre as both batsmen icpe>ated 
ly pierced the field with sparkling 
drives, cuts and pulls 

Thirty yeai old Chauhaii ft II to a 
superb catch by Gannon another 
West Australian playei five of 
them, Serleant, Hughes, (. lark 
Mann and Gannon did duty in ibis 
Test — at backwai d squai c leg 
Elegant Cundappa Viswanath, the 
epitome of class, helped Mohindei 
raise ihe score to 222 for two at 
tea, a commanding posuion indeed 
—> but the diminutive Karnataka 
stylist fell soon after resumption 
after he had been weU set as is hts 
wont. 

One despairs for this genius who 
has a flawless technique and 
strokes aplenty but evidemly suf 


((V am bloody disappointed” said 

^ Bishan Bedi to me at the end 
of the Perth Test “No excuses, xtr 
ree We should have won it as we 
should have won the Brisbane Test 
We lacked that something extra, 
that exti a determination Also, a bit 
of luck, would have helped,! guess” 

And huw about prospects for the 
other Tests’ 

“Our chances are very good I 
should say” 

lo win the series or to draw it'* 

'To win It of course There’s no 
reason why we shouldn’t be able to 
bell this Australian side and you 
can be sure wc will tiv our hardest 
to di It 

Manager Polly iimrigar was 
mort guarded in his comments "It 
was an excellent match And even 
though we lost I (bought wo pi iv 
(d (Mil only well ind wiic tic 


ter' troni lack ol applualmn anc 
discipline and who is ,si nt '( 
chanciiii. his cm ind arm iiuudici 
ouslv when sienini,ly sei He 
would be well advi ert to Umpei 
his cuts and fluks when he ha' 
'tilled down and trv and build a 
big innings wh ch i now long 
nveicluc ^ programme iiiidci a 
qualified psvchiatri or hypnotist, 
as widely ptaettst i in the West 
mav have the utsiitd results But 
It must bt' said in fairness to Vish 
(hat Luck the vital ingiedient 
seems to hive dc verted him of late 
Quite often < tn half chance's by 
Viswanath aie superbly converted 
wheieas sitters spooned u(> by some 
of his ica'tiniaie* aie spilled 

The delivery from Thomson soon 
after tea w hit It clashed thiough the 
defence of the confident and aggt es 
sivt Viswanath was a seating one 
Refreshed during the teabreak, 
Ihommu, who according to the In 
dian players is a great one for 


from disgraced One interesting 
aspect of this Test was that it was a 
high scoring one with both teams 
scoring aiound 700 runs m two in¬ 
nings Fourteen hundred runs in 
a test his most exceptional’ Abo'it 
prospects Umiigar was opiimisic 
and said he expected hts team to 
do well despite the two narrow 
defeats 

The Australian skipper was "de¬ 
lighted” at his leairik victory He 
was full praise for the good show 
put up by the Indians He thought 
the evenness of the two teams and 
thetr “willingness to nake the 
series attractive is unbelievable” 

He said the Indian batting 
stiength had surprised him He 
thought the Indian side was a well 
balanced one but opined that the 
fact that Australia are now two up 
will make a lot of ciiffcrenec to (he 
Hit mi of ihi 'll us 


'wcaiing at himsell while bowling, 
and who had tailed to take a wie 
kcM in his first 12 overs which tost 
'll tuns relumed to the fiay with a 
vengeance to appreciably alter the 
complexion ol the game m a de 
vastaiing and destructive piece of 
expiess bowling in heatwave condi 
tions which saw the mercury near 
the ttdiory mark Ihomson push 
td himself to tht limit and in 16 
fierv deliveries sent back the ele 
gant Amarnail. and the luckless 
Patel in additi m Viswanath for 
only one run 

But T homson s average was 
messed up by Madan Lai who gave 
him and the other Australian pace 
men a mauling which they will cer 
taiiih want to forget in a hurry 

Amainaih struck above the right 
eve in living to hook Gannon, de- 
monstiated his pedigree in a brave 
and authoriialive knock which was 
continued on p 35 


Khalid Ansart 
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England in Pakistan _ by pat gibson 

Tourists grab a win 


E ngland drew their first match 
of the tour of Pakistan against 
the Patron’s XI at Rawalpindi. And 
ri^t away Geoff Miller left his 
spin bowling partner Phil Edmonds 
spitting blood. Off-spinner Miller 
struck, where Edmonds’ slow left 
arm had failed to bite, to claim the 
three Patron’s team wickets to fall 
at a persona] cost of 14 on a rain- 
affected first day in which the Pa¬ 
tron’s team scored 70 for three. 

And to add injury to insult it was 
a delivery from Miller that Javed 
Miandad lashed into Edmonds’ 
mouth at forward short leg, loosen¬ 
ing several teeth and leaving a 
streak of scarlet across his shkt 

Apart from Miller’s wickets and 
Edmonds’ misfortunes, there was 
little else remarkable as the Paki¬ 
stanis crawled along after Mike 
Brearley has sent them in. 

Unfortunately it was three hours 
before a ball was bowled because 
in all the frenzied preparations no 
one had thought to get any covers 
— and when Pakistan captain 
Wasim Bari asked for some the 
previous night he was told ’’put it 
in writing”. 

Eventually some tarpaulins were 
found, but they proved hopelessly 
inattequate — the overni^t rain 
seeping underneath to leave a huge 
damp patch on a length at one end 
It would have made Derek Under¬ 
wood’s eyes light up — but his suc¬ 
cessor Edmonds did not bowl well 
and with the faster bowlers more 
interested in the exercise than the 
hope of a major breakthrough at 
the other end it was le,fi to Miller 
to produce the goods. 

When England batted they were 
in for a shock. When the shadows 
crept over the Pindi Club ground 
and the evening chill descended 
from the snow-capped hills not V) 
miles from the ground England 
were fi4 for nine in reply to the 
Patron’s Eleven 151 ail out. 

Of course there were extenuat¬ 
ing circumstances. At one end, still 
saturated despite the warm sun¬ 
shine, the ball either stopped or 
turned prodigiously. At the other, 
it skidded through. 

Even more alarming for England 
than their own inability to cope 
was the way the Pakistanis exploit¬ 
ed the conditions through two left 
‘armers — the fast medium Liaquat 
Ali who took five for 23 and spin 
ner Iqbal Qasim with two for 22. 

In the Patron’s XI second innings 
niil Edmonds again did not exact¬ 


ly make the most of the conditions. 
He did pick up two wickets as the 
Pakistanis struggled to build on 
their lead of 87 eventually decla¬ 
ring 118 for six with only an hour 
and 55 minutes remaining. 

But then the Pakistani slow left 
armer, Iqbal Qasim, showed how it 
should be done, conceding just one 
scoring stroke — u Boycott boun¬ 
dary — in six overs. 

He embarrassed the Yorkshire 
master time and again having 
him dropped low down at slip and 
finally wrecking his plan to bat out 
the day with a murderous delivery. 

It committed the stroke, then was 
nothing even Boycott could do to 
prevent the ball looping gently off 
the top edge for a simple slip catch 

For the record, Mike Brearley, 
grimly determined and Brian Rose 
forced the Pakistanis to call off the 
attack at 30 for one with seven of 
the mandatory IS eight-ball overs 
of the last hour remaining. 

The scores; 


Patron’s XI 151 (Shafique 52, 
Miller 6 for 62) and 118 for 6 
wkis decl tJaved Mi.iiidad .’7, 



(•cofi itotioti ... in ceutuo 
vain 


Mohsin 26, Mike Heiidiick 2 for 20, 
Edmonds 2 for 31). 

England: 64 for 9 wkts. decl. 
(Liaquat 5 for 23) and 32 for 1 wkt. 

Match drawn. 

At Faisalabad, I was assured thqt 
the gentleman whose amplified 
tones boomed out over the city 
from the lop of a minaret at five 
o’clock was calling the Muslim 
faithful to prayer 

My first thought had been that he 
might just be summoning the cric¬ 
ket lovers of Lyallpur — recently 
renamed Faisalabad — to come and 
waich one Geoffrey Boycott set off 
towards hi.s second century of 
centuries. 

You cannot be too certain about 
anything in ihe.te parts but he must 
have been odds^in to score his 
first hundred since that heady 100th 
at' Hcadingley in August against 
such 4 limitea attack on such a 
benign pitch 

Predictable was Mike Brearlev’s 
utterly frustrating failure to take 
advantage of the conditions that 
gave Brian Rose the chance to hclj> 
himself to an unbeaten 110 and 
share an unbroken second wicket 
stand of 225 

So England cruised to 284 for 
one on the fust day of the three- 
day game against United Bank, 

That score removed the discom 
ton of a hair-raising, bone shaking 
coach ride foi most of the team, 
but not all. This was all too much 
for John Lever, firsl victim of the 
sickness that plagues touring .sides, 
and he had to pull out of the 
match. But for the batsmen of sight 
of Brearley winning the toss was an 
instant umic. 

Untortunately the captain himself 
misted bis opportunity, playing 
himself in carefully for 85 minutes, 
then gloving an attempted sweep 
into Sadiq’s hands at leg slip in 
left arm spinner Naeem Ahmed’s 
first over. 

But Boycott never offered the 
bowlers, including Test man Bikan- 
dar Bakht, a hope in his unbeatea 
123. There were only three bonn. 
daries in his studious first 50 that 
took 153 minutes, but there were 
another nine 4s like rifle shots as 
the second came in only 95 minutes. 

Left-handed Rose was soon as 
fond of the bleached grey strip of 
Pakistani mud as his beloved Taun¬ 
ton but had Sadiq to thank for 
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dropping him «t eover when he was 
40 off a rare raah stroke. 

England bowled with impressive 
acxuracy on the second morning 
agaiut United Bank. In the two- 
hour pre-iunch session United Bank 
seraph together just 43 runs for 
the loss of Test batsmen Talat Ali 
and Haroon Rashid. England had 
declared at their overnight score of 
284 for one. 

Ian Botham, the beefy Somerset 
all-rounder, was the pick of the 
bowlers, conceding only 15 runs in 
nine overs. He thumped the ball 
into the grassless pitch with suffi¬ 
cient sest to make it lift awkward¬ 
ly, and he deserved greater reward 
than Haroon’s wicket. 

All the other bowlers Mike Hen¬ 
drick, Mike Getting and Geoff Cope 
acquitted themselves well Gatting 
taking a wicket with his second ball 
of the tour in his only over. 

The plus for England as United 
Bank laboured to 210 tor four de¬ 
clared, in response to Mike Brear- 
ley’s overnight declaration at 2S4 
for one. was the form of Ian 
Botham. 

Wickets were never that easy to 
come by again, and there was a 
long partnership between Sadiq, 
patiently playing himself into form 
in time for the Test with a three- 
hour SO, and Khalid Artisa, who 
shared in a record third-wicket 
stand of 456 two years ago. 

Both fell in the same over when 
they tried to attack Geoff Copei be¬ 
fore Bank skipper Nasir Valika and 
Mansoor Akhtar, who figured in a 
record opening partnership of 561 
earlier this year, put on an unde¬ 
feated 106 for the fifth wicket The 
declaration left Mansoor on 49. 

Graham Roope .scored England’s 
third century of the match — and 
he did it in style, hitting a b and 
fourteen 4s in his unbeaten 102 It 
came in three and a half hours out 
of a second innings 165 for three 
declared that left United Bank the 
impossible task of scoring 240 in 
two hours for victory. 

Naturally the match was drawn 
— as it was always going to be on 
a pitch so flat and shiny you could 
almost see your reflection in it. 

England's big disappointment up 
to this point was that Derek Ran¬ 
dall did not take his opporiunuy 
■» the difference between a man 
who made only 709 runs with a 
highest score of 79 in England last 
summer and one who reaped 1,431 
and five centuries. 

Randall is trying hard to dis¬ 
cipline himself, which, in the first 
place means standing still at the 
crease, and he did keep his head 
down for 103 minutes. 

But then he was out in much the 
same way as he had been at Rawal¬ 
pindi, ebriviag at one that was too 


wide for him and falling to an ex¬ 
cellent catch in the gully. 

Randall, clearly frustrated, ban¬ 
ged his bat into the ground and 
headed straight for the nets that 
Bob Willis taking his role as a 
tour selector very seriously, has 
been organising here with such 
zeal. 

The rest was academic though 
Geoff Cope did pick up two victims 
m three balls, before the end of a 
match that in three days produced 
717 runs for the loss of 10 wickets. 

The scores: 

England: 284 for 1 wkt. (Boycott 
not out 123, Rose not out 110) and 
16? tor 3 wkts. decl. (Randall 26, 
Roope 102). 

United Bank: 210 for 4 kts. decl. 
(Nasir Valika not out 53, Sadiq 
Mohammad 53; Cope 2 for 53) and 
SB for 2 (Cope 2 for 19) match 
drawn. 

Everyone felt the cold up in 
Peshawar on the North West-Fron 
tier. Everyone, that is, except Geoff 
Boycott. 

Not only the scenes but the sea 
sons change from match to match 
— ■ one day the warming sunshine 
of the bustling industrialised Pun¬ 
jab, the next the damp, almost 
eerie chill on the road to the Khy- 
ber Pass 

But Boycott is insulated against 
such outside influences All he 
knows is that there’s a pitch to bat 
on, bowlers to bowl at him, and 
another century there for the 
taking. 

As if slightly annoyed at his cap¬ 
tain’s overnight declaration when 
he had made 123 not out at Faisala- 
bad he played himself in with even 
more than his usual caution before 
setting sail for the 102nd century 
of his career. 

It duly arrived in five hours 10 
minutes, the sheer inevitability of 
it tending to hide the technical qua¬ 
lity concentration and utter 
professionalism. 

Mike Brearley, having won the 
toss for the third match in a row. 


played his longest innings of the 
tour on the ground where he made 
312 eleven years ago. 

This time he settled down well 
on a slow turning wicket that de- 
qianded patience at the start, and 
had made 57 of the opening part¬ 
nership of 105 when he got himself 
out playing the knd of shot diat 
Boycott long since eliminated. 

Then, Old, Bob WillU, and John 
Lever claimed eight wickets be¬ 
tween them as they shot out the 
North-West Frontier Governor's 
side in under four hours. 

The Pakistan side crumbled to 
127 all out and after Mike Brearl^ 
waived the follow on, EnghiM 
finished 211 ahead with nine wic¬ 
kets in band and a day to play. 

Old produced the best bowling 
figures with three wickets for 11 
runs But it was John Lever with 
3-49 in his first bowling spell of the 
tour who could have done himself 
the most good. Lever made his 
mark with liis third ball of 'he tour, 
knocking back Agha Zahid's leg 
stump. 

Then Willis blasted out Saeed’s 
oft stump with as quick a ball as 
he produced all day. Saeed had 
hoped a good show in this match 
would regain him his Test place 
after a five-year absence. 

On the final day John Lever pick¬ 
ed up three wickets in six ball at 
the start of the Governor’s XT’s 
second innings and set up an easy 
England win by 212 runs. 

Needing 261 to win in four hours, 
the Pakistanis never recovered. 
Five wickets were down for only 
25 and they were all out for 68 It 
wa»'only the second match England 
have woo in Pakistan in their last 
three tours. 

The scores; 

England: 285 for 3 wkts decl 
(Boycott not out 115, Roope not out 
63, Brearley 57) and 122 tor 3 wkts. 
decl. (Randall .50, Rose 21). 

Governor’s XI 127 (Arshad Par- 
ves 23, Willis 2 for 13, Lever 3 for 
48, Miller 2 for 23) and 68. Eng¬ 
land won by 212 runs. 
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Actual demonstration test! 


SAHARA VACUUM FLASK 

survived 90 km. of bad road. 

Think how safe it is in day-to-day handling 



Sahara's secret: its seamless refill 
makes it stronger 

Most other lefills have a seam—that s 
where a refill is weakest and cracks easily 
TJ;ie Sahara Vacuum Flask has a seamless 
refill that inal es it strong all over' 

To demonstrate this we tested Sahara 
under an actual situatirm a picnic 
We packed it in a 
hamper and drove it 
in a jeep over ^0 km 
of bumiiy road 
Sahara survived all 
the bumps, while 
other ordinary refills 
would have broken 
all too easily 
Ves Sahara wt'l withstand normal shot ks 
in ever\day handlinq 

Superior stiver coating: to retain 
temperatures longer 

Sahara s stronger seamless refill also 
has a superior silver coating with a perfect 
refler ting siirfar e- to ensure that the flask 
keeps its cofitents hot or cold even longer 

World-class refills - in demand 
worldwide 

Ttiese strong seamless refills are 
widely exported even to sophisticated 
markets abroad Your assurance of 
Sahara s international quality 

Sahara comes to you in a wide range 
of beautiful designs 

Stunning designs' Elegant geometricals, 
unusual stripes brilliant florals, pretty 
nursery patterns All yours to choose from' 













THE ART OF CRICKET 

Problem of picking a team 


1 AM til favour of throo aaloctora 
only aad do not balievo ftvo man 
could do tba Job battar than thrae, 
whilat tbinr would add iraatly to 
tha travalunc coata whiui arc al- 
raady haavy In Auatralla whara the 
matchaa are played hundreda of 
miiea apart. 

' Thoaa thingi arc mattara of 
policy, but aaauming wa have our 
aalaetion coaunlttea of thra& how 
do they cat about thoir work? 1 
abould think moat people are in* 
triguad to know what goea on be* 
hind tha„scanaa. 

Prom my experience they would 
be disappointed if they could sit 
in at a aelectora’ meeting, for it 
simply boils down to a question of 
cold herd logic. 

Selectors see a lot of cricket 
throughout a season and have no 
difficulty in forming gmicral im* 
preeslons. They may be quite sure 
that Jones is a much sounder ope¬ 
ning bat than Smith and that Wat¬ 
kins is the best man to open the 
bowling with the wind. 

I have found surprisingly little 
disuraameni on tha top level as 
to the merits of individuals There 
are times naturally when argu¬ 
ment ensues. But not often. 

The real issue is far more likely 
to arise over policy. Should Jones 
(an enterpridng stroke player) be 
chosen to open the innings rather 
than Smith (a stolid defensive 
type)? Are four regular bowlers 
plus an all-rounder to be chosen 
or can we get away with three and 
so pick an extra batsman? 

To decide such matters one has 
to consider the venue of the match, 
the standard and composition of the 
opposing team, likely weather con¬ 
ditions, etc. 

X well remembw a fast bowler, 
Tim Wall, being chosen for the 
Leeds Test in 1934 because the 
seleciorc thought he was more like¬ 
ly than anyone else to get rid of 
our opponents' best batsman, Wally 
Hammond, a dangerous player who 
was alwairs likely to make a big 
score. 

The fast bowler knocked Ham¬ 
mond’s stumps over for 37 runs 
and did not obtain another wicket 
Tha spinners took the rest. In the 
eyes of the public it may have 
escaped attention. The statisticians 
may hkvb" recorded bis bowling 
effort a failure. The selectora re¬ 
garded It as a minor triumph 
which they liad to share in silence. 

It is always a knotty problem to 
belance tba attack so that reason¬ 
able insurance la taken out agehut- 
changing circumatences. A match 


nay start on a fhrm pitch but long 
before the end tilings may chan^ 
anormoualy. 

When an Auatralian team is 
chosen for Englend the eelectort 
can’t be expected to know in ad¬ 
vance whether tiie aummer will be 
wet or dry. Provisioo muet be made 
for both contingencies if possible. 

Selectors ere sometimes faced 
with the problem of picking a team 
with only e win in mind. Let us 
assume the opposition Is holding 
Tbt Aritos, the score in the rubber 
is one all and there ie one game 
to go. Not much use picking a 
teem which has a good chance of 
making a drew but little hope of 


vrinning. Better to risk ell for the 
win. Conversely, the side holding 
The Ashee might be imnpted to go 
for length in batting to hold the 
advantage previouely gained. 

In moat cases teems are built 
around key men. When there ere 
two opening batsmen, one other 
batsmen, a wicketkeeper, an open¬ 
ing fast bowiar and a good spinner 
ell outstanding end assured of 
selection, there la not much point 
in discussing them as individuals. 
The thing u to fit other parts 
around them. 

It is in the final stages .that field¬ 
ing plays such an important part. 
A simple illustration is this 

You have your bowlers but there 
is one batting place to be filled. 
Two men have equal merit as bat¬ 
ting candidates, one is a brilliant 
slip, the other §. fine outfield. The 
question whether the team requires 
a slip or an outfield to balance it 
up assumes major importance. 

For a touring tide one cannot be 
oblivious of team spirit and per¬ 
sonality, more so perhaps than for 
home matches. When seventeen 
men have to travel, eat and live 
together for seven or eight months. 


it la not much fun to have a surly 
grouch in the party. 

There are chaps who have the 
happy knack of lifting a taam’s 
morale in the draeaiag-room or in 
their daily Uvea by some wiiQr re¬ 
marks, or who can amooth over an 
argument before it develops too 
far. This tort of contribution 
doesn’t figure in tiie everagea. 

One of the hardest problems of 
ell ie whether to select the best 
wicketkeeper pure and simple Or a 
wicketkeeper netemen. There are 
some who dogmaticaUy say, “No 
doubt about it — always pick the 
best wicketkeeper.” But tiie older 
I get the more I am inclined to 


argue for a sane balencad outlook 
on such problems rather than ac> 
capt a theory. 

England once had e magnificent 
wicketkeeper in George Duckworth 
when along came Leuie Ames who 
was not quite so good but who was 
a fine batsman. Ames was very 
nearly good enough to be selected 
for England as a batsman only. 
The situation had to bo weighed 
and the time came when Ames was 
chosen though I believe it waa 
generally felt he was stiU a slightly 
inferior ’keqier. 

What a thorn in Australia’s tide 
he was. In the 1934 Test series he 
had a bating average of 43.5 and 
made scores of 120 and 72. It is 
difficult for bowlers when they get 
through the recognized batsmen 
and then in comes such a splendid 
player just at the stage when they 
are tiring. 

Ames fully justified his choice, 
and hit 'ketmag improved so ma¬ 
terially with the experience of 
Test cricket that he was well worth 
his place as a ’keeper alone. 

Another point to be considered 
is the type of bowling. 

Publithcra: Rupa & Co. 

(to be continued) 
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i fillar so tnw, 

ill the taste eomes throui^ 


price 

MW Rs.1.15for10 

subject to local taxes 



STATUTORY WARNING; CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH srnH>i 
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The Packer series — ' — . . . ....—. . 

Test cricket has nothing to fear 


nfHE TV audience will decide 
tbe lifespan of Kerry Packer’s 
commerci^ ‘'super test” cricket 
But, after two days watching the 
action in Melbourne, 1 can honest¬ 
ly say that I would not walk across 
the street to see it if 1 did not 
have to, 


I can assure you that traditional 
authentic Test match cricket, which 
has gripped crowds around the 
world for more than 100 years, had 
nothing to fear 

For SIX months the cricket play 
ing world has seen a stream of 
non <!top propaganda for the World 
Senes Cricket Super Tests. And 
what happens on the hrst two days 


For services 


KRRY PACKl'.R’s World Senes 
** Ciicket organisation gave ano¬ 
ther uxampk of then open-handed 
altitude to money when they shell¬ 
ed out at least 130,000 to South 
Africans Graeme Pollotk and 
Dtnvs Hohson for services 
unrendered 

Both Pnllnik at -ti, still one of 
tht best left banded batsmen in the 
game and Hohson, a 26 year-old 
leg spmnei signed three year con- 
tiacis with WSC on the assumption 
that the bulk of the programme 
would not clash with their busi¬ 
ness interests 

However, later developments re¬ 
sulted in a West Indies XI com¬ 
peting in the series, extending the 
Parker competition until February. 

Both men have business com¬ 
mitments in South Africa in the 
New Year, and will be released to 
fulfil them without playing a single 
game 

Only last week Packer paid out 
another £1S,000 to settle the con¬ 
tract of Australian Ian Redpath, 
who damaged an Achilles tendon 
jumping in jubilation after dis¬ 
missing West Indian Clive Lloyd 
in a Supertest trial match. 

Pollock is managing director of 
a protective clothing company, and 
wants to be back for the opening 
of a new factory 

He said "With so much money at 
stake in the WSC series between 
Australia and the Rest of (be 
World 1 didn't think it was fair for 
me to play in any of the other 
games and perhaps damsM the 
.chances of a batsman who was 
available all season.” 

Pollock is also considering a 


by HENRY BLOFELD 

at this vast football stadium in 
glorious sunshine? 

On the first day 2,847 came to 
watch the super stars And on the 
second, a lovely Saturday, there 
were less than 400 people in the 
ground at the start Ihis eventually 
“swelled” to 5,000 odd. 

One must remember that this is 
Melbourne The last time Australia 
and England played s genuine Test 
here, more than 85,000 parked the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground for the 
first day 

I have watched Test cricket all 
over the world since 1964 and this 


unrendered 


2SC,000 dollar offer fioni Packer, 
at %,000 a year for five years, for 
a “cricket and other business” con 
tract — but he doubts whether he 
will take it up 

“I am pretiy well set up at home 
and don’t really want to leave 
South Afiica, which this would 
probably mean ” 

Meanwhile Chye Lloyd, captain 
of the West Indies partj, is “in 
negotiation” with WSC to revise 
their 1978/79 promamme so that 
West Indies can fulfil their sche¬ 
duled tour to India with a full 
team 


involves almost 100 matches, la 
the next four months 1 will see 
every Test playing country in ac¬ 
tion in a proper match. 

I believe I know what I am talk¬ 
ing about, and the cricket 1 have 
seen these last two dap bears no 
relation to the games I have seen 
ot am about to see. 

Certainly the standard in Mel¬ 
bourne was high enough and Viy 
Richards was at Jus best in scoring 
79 and in the evening David 
Hookes and Greg Chappell batted 
superbly on a pitch which had 
developed a nasty uneven bounce. 

But because the eventual result 
does not matter, it is cricket in a 
vacuum On this huge empty 
g 1 o u n d there was just no 
atmosphere 

I watched the last two hours of 
tlie day on TV, which ts the main 
obtect for this series The same 
arguments apply, and although 
ihcie was «ome sLck camera wont 
from the eight cameras, the corn- 
men atuis — Richie Benaud, Fred 
Tiueman, Tony Gorier and Bill 
1 awiy — indulged in a massive 
and boring over kill exercise. 

I am sorry, Mr Packer. But with 
the best will in the world 1 was 
glad to switch over and watch the 
last hour of Austtalia against India 
at Brisbane Ihen, I saw the real 
red blood of Test cricket and that 
IS what I want to see and write 
about — games that matter 



Packer series in trouble . . . during the Wb( Australia 
versus West Indians match a wooden sight screen collapsed 
scattering spectalon and holding up play 


ti 
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Success usually begins with a dream 
A dream that turns into an exciting pursuit 
And climaxed by the thrill of 
achievement 

Yet, how does one go about 
achieving success? There is hard work ahead, 
of course. Every step of the way 
Besides other things Like confidence, talent, 
patience and a dash of other qualities 

But above everything else, personality. 
Personality shaped by your appearance 
By what you wear. And when you 
choose Gwalior fabrics, half the battle is won 
Those who seek success are smart 
enough to know this 


GMAIOR 

SUmNG 






EXCITIMOLY NEW 
INTRODUCTIONS 

TRIPLE CROWN, IMPERIAL CROWN, 
TERENEWOOL. CYOONIA 
TRUMP CARO Suitiner 
e IK AT Shirting. 
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Pak 4 won’t budge 


E ngland’s Test team need not 
fear there is no chance of 
feur world-class Pakistanis being 
in Lahore for the first Test 


The Pakistan Cricket Board’s 
invitation to their Packer men to 
return home and play for their 
country was received in Adelaide 
with shrugs and suspicion. 

Majid Khan, one of the Pakista¬ 
nis playing for the World team in 
the Packer series, told me: “The 
timing of the announcement is very 
strange. They have had a couple of 
months to make this move and 
the:^ do it now with the first Test 
against England only days away. 
Why? 

"We think it may be to clear 
themselves in the eyes of the peo¬ 
ple The Board know it is virtually 
impossible for us to come at such 
short uolicc, yet if we don't they 
can turn round and say — there, 
we asked for them and they let us 
down ” 


Five Pakistanis are under con¬ 
tract to Packer — Majid Zaheer 
Abbas, Imran Khan, Mushtaq 
Mohammad and Asif Iqbal. 

Asif said two months ago that he 
did not wish to play Test cricket 
tor Pakistan because he was too 
tired. 

But Mushtaq, the former Test 
captain, spoke for the other four 
as he said: “Of course we would 
love to play for our country, but 
we are under contract to Mr. Pac¬ 
ker. Only if he releases us can we 

•aaa 

go. 

A Packer spokesman said that 
they had received no official aji- 
proach from Pakisian and would 
make no derision unlit thov had, 
but as the Woild 'mit. has o squad 
of only 14 plast-i . tin ir rekase is 
virtually unthinkable. 

— DAVID EMF.RY 



One of the keenest spectotere 
is Mr. Kerry Packer himsrif 


Packer Aussies, a flop 


•lAKRRY PACKER’S Australians 
fell to their fourth successive 
deteat last week to underline a 
basic weakness in then leader’s 
master plans They aien’t good 
enough. 

The side hammered so decisively 
by England last summer, look se¬ 
cond rate compared with the West 
Indies — even with (he inclusion 
of Dennis Lillee and Ian Chappell. 

Iheir iour-wicket defeat by the 
West Indies in a 40-over match 
means that their only success so 
far in World Series cricket was 
in opening two-day maich at 
Geelong — that was worth £000 

In the week since then, the Aus¬ 
tralians have played in games 
offering a total of £16,200. And 
they have not won a penny. 

The West Indies have cleaned 
up a maximum £14,500 and Tony 
Greig’s world team have collected 
£2,0W from a possible £2,900. 

The loss of Ian Redpath through 
injury at Geelong, and the continu¬ 
ing failure of Doug Walters, have 
driven a gaping hole through the 
Australians’ hi^ order-batting. 

Of Uie bowlers, only the incom- 
parable Lillee and the improving 
Lcn Pascoe have troubled either 
the rampant West Indies or the 
World Eleven. 

Even hardened Aussie journal¬ 
ists who watch their cricket with 
one eye closed, are openly dis¬ 
gusted with dieir men. 

The public simply continue to 
stay away in their thousands. In 
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the two days of the match here, 
the crowd totalled 4,015 

No wonder Packer rang up five 
times on Saturday alone to check 
tJie numbers! 


World Series officials are now 
admitting (hat their costings of 
the original venture were based 
on high attendances. They now 
estimate that Packer will lose 
XI,500.000 on the first year. 






Now, for the first time in 
Calcutta-football at night! 
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A sad state of affairs 



v||n|y ITH Indian Koekejr Fadera 
\tT {ioa Fraaldant. MA.M. Rama- 
•wanFt pbnrliil to the tune of the 
Ga'vominant and Its Ministers, the 
Nshru Hockey Tournament in pro* 
fgrmty during this period of contra- 
versts, bad a special significance 
insofatr M the display put up by 
the lh'''F’s tyro teams, the park 
Blues awl the Light Blues. 

While the Light Blues tripped 

g t in t]M iiuarter-final league itself, 
e Dark Blues were miminated 
la the Si’nnl-finals by England, 
leaving the visitors and Border 
Security For.ce of Jullundur to 
fight it out for the trophy. 

All eyes wet'e naturally on the 
two teams put i«P by the IHF and 
also on die performances of tlie 
rejects and rebeUt playing in other 
teams. The crovrd was naturally 
disappointed at tite performances 
of me IHF teamii and roundly 
booed Ramaswamy who was pre¬ 
sent one day and coach R. S. 
Gentle who had to shoulder the 
burden almost everytlme the teams 
made their appearance. 

Here one cannot bvit condemn 
the attitude of the crowd. They 
had no business whatsoe ver to carp 
on tha players who were selected 
by the IHF Selection Commitute. 
After all they were only doing the 
best and it was not their t'ault that 
diey were picked as probables 'o 
represent the country in the* World 
Cup in Argentina next March. 

Two jjaring things stood out in 
the performances of the IHF it»ms. 
With the increasing dependence on 
the conversion of penalty corners in 
World Hockey, it was with a some- 
what heavy heurt one watched the 
woeful lack of any attempt on the 
World Cup probables to not only 


make good with numerous penalty- 
corners which were swarded to 
them, but also make no effort to 
make a clean stop and a eturdy hit 
off these awards. 

Both the teams were woefully 
weak in this sphere. Not only that, 
if the Light Blues' defence was 
vulnerable, their approach work 
and finish left a lot to be desired. 
The Dark Blues, allegedly the bet¬ 
ter combination also had no scur 


era. Their defence too was easily 
pierced. 

The conclusion arrived at were 
very uncharitable but true. If a 
team can't score, not defend, are 
unable to take penalty corner hits, 
then what is the purpose of play¬ 
ing the game at ui? At the most, 
the two teams were of an ordinary 
club standard. 

One sincerdy hopes that Baldev 
and Surjit are pardoned and Ashok, 
Govinda and Aslam Sher Khan re¬ 
called if the IHF and the Govern¬ 
ment want India to perform well 
in the World Cup. Both Baldev 
(a first-class penalty-corner man) 
and Surjit did very well for Pun¬ 
jab Police and Airlines, while 
Ashok, for all the criticism levelled 
against him, proved to be one of 
the outstanding players of the 
tournament. 

There 'were many others who 
could have easily replaced some 
of the World Cup probables. Cen¬ 
tral Reserve Police Force, one of 
tho most exciting teams in the 
tournament had a good left-winger 
in Ekka end a centre-forward la 

continued on p 19 
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compatibility' 




‘‘ ¥ 


that's what makes 
Shri Ambica Mills 


anri Nirester 


a happy pair. 


Close bonds link the great textile 
mills with Nirester. And no wonder. 
Nirester polyester filament yarn is 
the ideal complement to weaving skills 
...just what the perfectionists go for. 



m 







Nirester! 

Polyester Filament Varn 
Manufactured by / 
Nirlon Synthetic Jhibres 
& Chemicals 
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Ram Niwas. There wu some talk 
about calling these two and a few 
odiers to strengthen the camp at 
the end of the tournament. 

Now to the tournament proper. 
Engtand and Spain were the 
foreign entries and while tb.e 
Spanish team was a very youug 
and inexperienced combination 
England XI put up a iine show, 
mainly because of Saini (he can 
easily get a look into the India 
team), Khehar, the two players of 
Indian origin, Lung, the outside- 
left. Their best man of course was 
ualkeeper 7 aylor, who had a splen¬ 
did match in the final when be res¬ 
tricted the pressing BSF to just 
one goal 

This was scored by Tarsem 
Singh Spain’s goalkeepers, both 
Zunta and Gan aide put up a fan¬ 
tastic show in the exhibition match 
between a Tournament XI (with¬ 
out any of the IHF picked) and a 
Foreign XI held in aid of the 
cyclone hit people of Andhra Pra¬ 
desh and Tamil Nadu. In this 
match former sk'.ppcr Ajit Pal 
played a supeib game as did Bai- 
dev who tonverfed two penaltv- 
corvrr hits and Suriit and Ashok, 
the latter laying the foundation for 
the fit St goal by S S Mann 

In the quartei final league, B.SF 
after dtawn enrounier with North 
Eastern Ua'lway, IHF Light Blues, 
Indian y^.it lines, picked up two 
points wi1',i a 2 0 win over England 
while 111 f )roup A, the semi finalists 
were Hark Blues and Central Re¬ 
serve P'alue 

In ihie doulile leg scnii final, BSF 
beat t-RPh’ 71 in the first match 
and rirew the second goalless to 
make- the final while England after 
being held to a one all draw in the 
first encountei against Dark Blues, 
beat them in penalty strokes m the 
second leg to aggregate eight goals 
as against Dark Blues seven 

Now a line about supervision. 
For the past few years, umpiring 
in India and particularly so in the 
Nehru Hockey Tournament, has 
been rather poor. Some of the um¬ 
pires are totally unfit (with bulg¬ 
ing midrifts) and the question of 
discretion about what constitutes 
‘’sticks” or dangerous play, is dif¬ 
ferently interpreted by different 
umpires at different times. 

1 am not saying that teams lost 
or won because of poor supervi¬ 
sion but a time has certainly come 
to also hold classes for our um¬ 
pires. It is not Only our standard 
In ftie game that has fallen but 
alao our supervision In fact much 
of Indian hockey’s problems could 
be solved if our umpiring standard 
is improved. 

—5W CORRESPONDENT 






England playeca appear to ask a question Bgafaua Dark Blues 
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Goalkeeper Fredericks foils Eoglaad’s Whitaker 


ill with i 



Aslam Slier Khan’s stiefc to raised a little too high f« 
comfort bi ftie Indian Airlineo-IHF Light Blues match 
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France, Spain qualify 


T iiS tttt iMiMMdlu*. Frmnca, 
llMir pltUM in tiM 
ImI mmit 0t *• ttrt FIFA 
WorM to Im ImU to Argaa- 
tlM mm JtoW «iMi a ftaa vtotwy 
to toa iMl anato «l BaroM Croap 


to aria 
at baa 
Bototo 


paroM Groap 
aat amp had 
It ameii aiatott Buauria 
at dtop had only Imm 
MB toiM punm. %vhUa 
had fear naai mt Mma 


Fraaea traa 1*1 to awka •ora of 
plaptoc to iha ftoal reiuidt, a fut 
dtof had kai achtovad to the 1966 
Wand Caa. Fraaea had ttartad the 
aMMB aaMMliltoa to toatotoa with 
iMlS^ biH 
hadTi M Barad a atirtout Mthaek ariiaa 
gotog down, alM away, by a toli* 
tory pad ta lapabUc of Irolaad. 
whaaa tap athtr attot wat hraai a 
draw at hoMa wMi Balaaria. 


Balaaria. 


Saata waa a aat h ar toaai ta aara 
thaar ha r th « Argaattoa ta tha 
toat Btotoh af firaap • Thap haA 
ha w a aar, aalp ta draw widi Yuga- 
•tavla ta Balgrada, btit they auida 
doahto aara af ihafe place with a 
wit. All tha aaaML tow« 
IhaMh ItaBHiMta tor kaachiag aui 
ihMMNMi|i ihlirM iMMi in IIm 
|P<aag^<^ tjfttohjMl auuah had 


auuah had 


fraai t 


twig ttototv atar Yogtritrlt. they 
ware aggonaad to dafoat at bobm 
V agMlaitta. arito till thaa had aot 
gtoaad a gtoBt But fena tad aa- 
p a cto tla B t waat htywira tad ta t 
rawitrlithly Ughacoriag ttatch, 
Yugaalavla woa 64. Hid Rumania 
woB at hoBM, they could have tat 
arith thair ftoaan croMod in tha 
hapa af VuMuavia taking at laatt 
a petot aft Bpaia. 


Bait Germany, who tcorad tha 
aaly vktary ovtr Watt Garmany, 
tha avaaiual champlont, in tha 
1974 nPA World Ctw dm roundt, 
ttuBihlad and fall whan they draw 
at hena to Tnrhay. ThU lots of a 

C tot taada all the diffaranca in tha 
al rackoning, Auatria winning 
Group 1 with lO points. 


Eaglaad rotrtovod much of their 
arasdga whaa they dafaatod Italy 
24k to thair last match It was ob 
rtous diat Italy, who were level on 
eight petots with England when 
daap canM to Wembley, were seek¬ 
ing a draw aa that would make the 
ras td i af thair match at heme 
^toaal Lwmaahaurg of na material 
caMsaguewca. The defeat put tha 
ewua aw Italy. Thap had to win that 
match agatost the cellar team at 
h eme. They did so 34). 


) quaUfiera frtm 
Waat Gamamr 
olanA laly/Ei 


from Eurepa, be¬ 
nny na Imders. 
are FolenA InlT^ngland, Aus¬ 
tria, KoUanA Franca, Swadmi, 
SeatlanA Spadn and Hungary, who 
dafaatod BolMo, tha tolrd-placad 
Mam in the final qualineation 
tournamont of South AmerlcA 64) 
in Sutopaat, and in Cali, 3-2. dia 
winning goal bolng put into hia 
own not by dtoandor Llano. 

Group 1 

Cyprus 1, Denmark ^ Portugal 0, 
Poland Z; Danmark A Cyprus 0; 
Folaad 5, Cyprus 0; Portugal 1, 
peansark (k Cyprua t, Fartagal 2; 
D aa marb 1, Falaad 2; Cpprua L 
Falaad 3; Poland 4. Doamark 1; 
Denmark 2. Portugal 4; Poland 1, 
Pcrtttgail 1; Poland va. Cirprus to 
to plwreA 

F W D L F APts 
Peland 6 5 1 e 17 4 11 

Periugal S 3 1 1 6 6 7 

Denmark 6 2 • 4 14 12 4 

Cyprua S 0 fi 5 3 26 0 

Gcaup 2 

Ftohuad 1, Biataand 4: Ptatoad 7. 
L un aa ntonrg 1; Baghmd 2, Ftalaad 

sfntomT^'^Ra&Md^ 

0; LwiMiaurf A falaad 1; Fto- 
laad A Italy 3; Luamnhaurg A 
totohwd A Unit A Ftolnad 1; BtoP 
umdir Itoi^nh Italy A Lhmmm- 
hourg 0 


urn A nalaad 1; Fto- 
^ 3; Luamnhaurg A 


P W D L P APIt 

Italy 6 S 0 1 16 4 10 

England 6 5 0 1 15 4 10 

Fi^d 6 2 0 4 11 16 4 

Luxambourg 6 0 0 6 2 22 0 

ikaup 3 

Turkoy 4, Malta 0; Bast Garmany 
1. Turkay 1; Malta 0, Austria 1; 
Malta 0, Bast Garmany 1: Austria 
1, Turkay 0; Auatria A Malta 0; 
Malta 0, Bast Garmany 1: Austria 1, 
East Germany 1; Bast Garmany 1, 
Austria 1; East Garmany 9, Malta 
A Turkay 0, Austria 1: Turktor 1, 
East Garmany 2; Malta 0, Turlnv 3 

P W D L F AFta 

Austria 6 4 2 0 14 2 10 

East Garmany 6 3 3 0 15 4 9 

Turkey 6 2 1 3 9 5 5 

Malta 6 0 0 6 0 27 0 

Group 4 

Iceland 0. Belgium 1; Iceland A 
Holland 1; Holnnd 2, Nortkern 
Ireland 2, Belgium 2, Northern 
Ireland 0; Beimuni 0, Holland 2, 
Iceland 1, Northern Ireland 0, 
Holland 4, Iceland 1; Belgium 4. 


hutoA 


Hoiltad 
Bdmum 
N. Iraanf 
lealaad 

Gcump S 


# i W Art, 

din 

6 t I I ill I 


Bulnwto A PMUMN li Pratace 2, 
RaBubUc trf Ifttoad A Btowiblic of 
Iramnd A f rta au 4k ShaStria A 
Republk ad tottoariTA Shtoablic ^ 
bada^ A tortgarla A f ra tt c a A 


F W » A P APIs 

Franca 4 2 117 4 5 

Bulgaria 4 1 ft *1 *6 6 4 

Rap Iraiand 4 1 1 2 2 4 3 


gwa«m A Nsrwag m w n rtaa y i, 
Swi.aarlaMd A fiiiriMaratoi A owe- 
dan 2; i wada n A Bwftsarkmd 1: 
Norway A Swadaa 1; Sedtoarland 
A Narwagr A 

P W » A P APta 


Sarwujr 4 ! | | I 4 4 

■totoaHand 4 1 i S i 5 2 


CMtbaaloeahla A BW l lnnd 0. 

Scotland A WMan A Wtlos 3. 
Caaehoalovafcia 0; Btotlisid 3, 
Caaohaalovakto A wiitiA Scot- 
hud A. Caaehaakwraidn A WhW 1. 

P W t> A P AFta 
Scotland 4 3 ft 1 i 3 6 

Walas 4 2 0 2 4 3 4 

Ctach 4 1 0 S 3 7 2 


Group B 

Spato 1, Yugtwli 
1, ^ain 0; Yugotl 
2] Spato A Rummla.A 


Bumania 

Rumania 


9 4^1 H V^\ ' 


Spain 

Rumania 

Yttfodtevia 

Group 9 


P W R L P AFts 
4 3 0 1 4 1 6 
4 2 0 2 7 6 4 
4 1 0 3 6 6 2 


Greece L Hunmrp li Ruaeia A 
Greece 0; Hungary 2, Russia 1; 
Greece 1, Ruuia 0: Russia 2, Hun¬ 
gary 0, Hungary 3. Greece 0. 

P W D A P APta 
Hungary 4 2 1 1 6 4 5 

Ruma 4 2 0 2 5 3 4 

Greece 4 1 1 2 2 6 3 

— SW Corraapeudeat 
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Shyim Thapa- 

A T the Ketional Football Cham 
^ pioBfhip at Patna last January 
Bensal rode to victory on the crest 
of Shyam Thapa’s gaal>poaching 
ability He seued chances that 
others did not sense, much less 
see This flair made iiim the most 
valuable and consequently the most 
coveted playei 

However, during the inaugural 
Federation Cup at Crnakulam and 
much of the Calcutta season Mohun 
Baun must have wondered if fliey 
had not overestimated the worth 
of Shyam Thraa Doubts must 
have gnawed Shyam himself The 
realisation of the facts of life in a 
Mohun Bagan forward line in 
which he was often exiled to the 
left wing and away from his fami 
liar haunts of the penalty area may 
have consoled him at times of 
deepest depression 

But the legion of demanding 
aupporters and members of Mcdiun 
Bagan would haidly pause to he 
charitable to a marksman who is 
not delivering the goods And their 
attitude must have upset Shyam 
Thapa, the most even tempered of 
the star forwards with the "Big 
Two” of Calcutta 


Fortunately the tide turned, 
Shyam found his touch in the IFA 
Shield when he was restored to his 
normal position He notched the 
only goal of the fanal against East 
Bengal and boosted Mohun Bagan’s 
stock, which had plummeted to a 
low after the defeat against East 
Bengal which cost them the League 
pennant 

A strange twist this was hor the 
former Gorkha Military School fot 
ward — he had starred in their 
two successes in the Subrolo Cup 
in the early sixties — had swayed 
many a match against Mohun 
Bagan in previous years I asi Ben 
gars way 

Sentiment he leaves behind in 
the dressing room, but not his 
manners and sense of fan play 
His drop kick against a JCT Mills 
player in the Rovers Cup semi 
final in March 1976 was but an 
aberration The small made former 
international withstands rough 
tackles by desperate defenders, un 
like his colleagues who are quick 
to ladi out in retaliation 


Attempts to hack have failed to 
dissuade him from meeting the 
cballenge of three and four rivals 
in a ti^t space, to discourage him 
from using his close control to get 
the better of them and set up a 
scoring chance 

His greatest asset, however, is *o 
strike before his rivals move, sud 
denly and as decisively as a cobra 
His goal in the leplayed Rovers 
Cup final against Tata Sporu Club 
g fortnight back exemplified this 
As he flashed the bail from a 
•quettiiig position to Bandya’s left 
hand comer the only reaction war 
one of atunnad disbebef. 
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The ric«|o«r*t oomvmIimwIv* taUb 
Ttarac in«M hair* alraady )|U tha iiaadt 
Datailad amlytis of av«|ry raca nm ia 
Bombay. Bansakma, Madrma tad Cdkatta with 
axpari moamr-niakteg oaanaaaia. 

SalacfloiM far tba racai at dl eaa.raa. 
MAKB TM« mACSONO PAT 

Atk yaar w awapapar bagr la MIoar TOOT 

copy thin aad ovary Saiarday mara1na~'wiBRnit 
fail. 

Paima 12 PtIcB Ha. 2 

Stfbaerka***: 

AnaiaA Aa. Itt lor 11 laaaaa 
Ralf-yaarlr Ra. n far IB laaaaa 


TOPAZ miles ahead in Technology & Quality 


TOPAZ Pioneered e highly advanced electronic monitorina 
system to guarantee world dess quality of each blade wi^ 

Exclusive ^Non-Blink Electronic Eye* 



That's feMtuM w. knawwlMI iMhM 

• bM. Mia.rl«r.Th. MsrM 

MSsrOlna ts Um In th. fln.1 

fbiiaiint at th. aOtM. 

TOT AZ T*.hnl.l.n. ah.sk th. siwllty 
sf CHIMIOAL COATINO My In and 
day out by AUTOMATIC CONTaOki 
yvhlah work Instantly to msintoln 
tho world olwa duality. .. .tha adaaa 
ara alsturlaad 4000 TIMli THt ACTUAL 
BItl for tho ourooooll 
Wo oTortod mokina Mods, twtntv 
yoora aao. That's whan wa werkad 
sut tha ABO of blodo toohnolofy Ilho 
tho kIRB AND ICI orosooo, Just ot 
you loornt 1 «■ 1 n t whon you worn 
fl«o. Wo hows oomo o Iona viw 
moroly grlndlno atolnloaa stool atrlpo 
Into roaor hlodoal 

Today TOPAZ Taahniolsna not only 
maks WORLD CLARB bladoa. thay 
moko SOPHIBTICATBO MACHINU 


TOPAZ 

marches ahead, others trail behind 


that moko btoBoal Whst'o mors 
thoss moshlnoo ora aaoortad to tho 
Woatsrn worldl 

Nsturolly, wo won tho IBfinark ahsad 
of ovorybody alas With us 
taahnaloalaal aduanaamant In hlada 
mahina la a aommttmant. 

Wa aa«« India Its first atalnlasa aisal 
hlada at a priM our aoaal* am offoiB. 
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Soccertj Doubts about Punjab 


nY aot Mbirittiaf tMr mutf 
_ iof aw. S4th Sntirnd 

hWHSlK frMh dMlIlto tlMMN Itt vk- 
tarlH to t i wrnmwt m« Mte 

•ad JuUw^ Miig t^amw 
•a both wcaaiMh Bvm If PanJab 
la panaadad at the kat adaata to 
MrttBtpM ia tha wanu* — to tw 

haii^ to roiaoao tho doubai ariatni 
froai tho fact that It baa not ovoo 
roaehod tha final of the cbaaiBion- 
•hip whan it was held aovwnara 
oataida tha atata. Evan coiaddaaKaa 
hava Ifanita 


Evan aftnr the laat data fw oatry 
waa oven there waa no litfanna> 
don in Calcutta on the partic^ 
tien of laat yaar’a hoata Efiiar, 
Delhi. friiMh 

Jammu and Kaahmir. Thua Boncal 
ia placed in a quandary over the 
comparatively meaare entry of 20 
•tatea. With the AIFF ptanning 
eight groupa for the preliminary 
•tage of the tourney, the ailuaUon 
is quite intriguing 


vfhat te h np ytant ia die fact that 
Ban^ haa been allowed to host 
the Natioaala after 24 yeara. A 
mate which haa won the Santosh 
Trophy Ifi timaa in 33 years had 
to whM from 1953 until now to 
sum the competitioa. The obvious 
poRtioa apart, it ia a shame diat 
the l oa d i ng footbalhplaying state 
in tha country haa to beg to play 
ho«. 


Tha Nationals have come at a 
good time, though. In 1977, Bengal 
scored a haotrick on the football 
fiald. winning the Santosh Trophy 
for the Seniors, the B. C. Roy 
Trophy for Juniors and the Mir 
Iqbal Hussain ITophy for Sub- 
Juniors (in die fint year of the 
tournament). 

Aahoke Ghosh, the livewire IFA 
•aeretary, has envisaged a budget 
af Rs. 10 lalihs for this 25-3^ 
tournament, which includes Ra. 1 
lakh as “royalty” to the AIFF. At 
the same dme, only season tickets 
have been earmarked for the 20 
playing days. These tickets are the 
lowest in recent memory — Rs. 30, 
Rs. SO and Rs. 80. 


a band by waiving the income It 
would normally get from the jremi . 
standf. In adtuUon, it haa allownd 
the use of the MLAs* hostel to 
lodge the players, at a nominal 
rent 

The Mohun Bacan ground — 
perhaps the best m die country 
tor football — will be used, with 
two, sometimes three matches sche¬ 
duled each playing day. Some of 
.the maiches will be played under 
floodlights. 

But the West Bengal district 
associations are peeved over the 
fact that the Nationals are being 
held exclusively in Calcutta. They 
had hoped (hat, like the IFA Shield^ 
the preliminary matches would be 
held in different centres, allowing 
a larger cross-section of entfausiasta 
to see good football. 

The IFA, however, has a good 
reason for this. The chamoionship 
has come to Bengal after 24 years. 
If facilities in the district are not 
adequate and there are complaints 
from even one visiting team, 
chances of Bengal hosi<ng this 
tourney in the near future wOI 
recede greatly — because the 
group in the AIFF opposed to Ben¬ 
gal is still heavy. 


But more than partkbmdon. The State Government has lent 


—ARIJIT SEN 


TN No-Trump contrscu when the 
■* opening lead hits you in a woak 
•pot Mve you ever tried the effect 
ef playing back tha oppeaent’s auit? 

Take me simple example ef a 
hamd I played at ruUber bridge: 

A 0 4 2 
A 10 9 • 

X 8 2 
9 S 


K 9 S 
6 4 3 
6 4 3 
A K Q 2 

The opening lead was the dia¬ 
mond Queen, ducked in dummy. 
The knave of diamonds caihe naxt 
and 1 hopafully put on dummy’s 
King, hsldl 

The contract now apnoars to da- 
pand on an ovon Iwmi In spadas 
but it costs nethifig to try uid anart 
a llttla prassuro an Bast partleumr- 
fr if ha had lanii^ In both Mack 
■ulta. 

As a tnattar ef routine, I nhiyod 
back ■ third dlainotid and my 
L.H.O. graedUy cadbad tha fourth 
diamond ruining his partner. 

This was tha full hand; 

AQ43 
A To 9 8 
K 8 3 
9 S 

10 2 J 8 7 6 

Q J 5 2 K 6 

A Q J 9 10 7 5 

J 10 S 8 7 6 4 

K 9 5 
6 4 3 
6 4 3 
AKQ2 


1119 TThir*XI' 

ISIvLUV^Jti 


No sMttar sdut Bast dUscqrdI on 
tfatS fourth dbuMnd. Aa contract 
cait net ba dafaatad. la practice 
Eattt discarded a club and West 

g aj'Od back tho 10 of spadas allow- 
g ma an ovartrick by exposing 
his p«rtnar's knava to a fInessa. 

Ha 6 West resisted the tempta¬ 
tion 1 0 cadh his fourth diamond. I 
think doclaror is left without plsy 
tor hit I contract. 

A aa Iden rule for defenders is to 
be war Y of daelarar’s gifts no matr 
tar how attractively packa^ they 
might b e. What is good for da- 
clarw is not good for you! His 
gifts sro likoly to bo Grooki 
It tako • diselpUna tor West to 
spurn ths cashing of his masiar 
iOmmamA ^ ylth hls saomlngly ontry- 
loss hand, but avan though tha rea¬ 
son mlg^ I tot be obvious, ho should 
rofrain. 

Tho roads r, of course, has noted 
that declarai pky does not Jose 
but stands t< t wn aven if Wast 
^ted life w ithfive diamonds. 


This “You Way”!" ?”2?*?** 
worked wonder • for Shared Mhatre 
ia an iaconst) queaual duplicate 
session when h * opened a m<m- 
aaten fourteen ^ points wA what 
waa supptMwd I'o be a 15-17 pts. 
"1 NT.’^^e final' contract of 3 NT 
was appalling: 


10 3 
A 10 6 
A 10 8 3 
J 9 8 3 


K 8 2 
0 8 7 2 
0 9 4 
A K 2 

The opening lead was the spade 

f ten from dummy, knave from 
ast and King from hand 
Without a nope in hell for his 
coniracl, Mhatre nonchalantly play¬ 
ed back a spade and the result waa 
beyond his dreams 

Hie full hand: 

10 a 

A 10 6 
A 10 8 3 
J 9 8 3 

A 9 7 6 5 4 


K 6 5 
10 7 6 


5 4 3 
J 7 2 
Q 54 


K 8 2 
0 8 7 2 
0 9 4 
A K 2 

When the deuce of ipades waa 
returned af trick two. West looked 
at it long and hard and played the 
nine. East was forced to overtake 
this with his Queen and thereafter 
found himself repeatedly endplav- 
ed This hopeless contract had sud¬ 
denly become impregnable. 

Do you think « was easy for 
West to step with his Ace of 
spades? Perhaps . . . . if you 

were defending' But why not give 
lesser defenders a chance to go 
wrong? 
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Zonal round-up 


WES I 




Yogemlra Singh and Anil Nayar, wintim of die junior 
boys' and men’s events m Uie C CI Open Squash Oiani* 
piomhip of Western India receiviiw then- prues from 
Mrs. 1, Chatierjee in Bombay 




Jarashed S. lOiergamvala, Chief 
Engineer, Survey and Conatnictian 
and preiddent. Western Railwinr 
&MNri8 Association, retired on JOln 
I^ember 1977 mtw 30 years of 
dtsiinguished service for the ewse 
of sp^s. During his tenure ho 
built up Western's teisns m nil 
major sports and won far hk toom 
the Kaul Gold Cup, the urmkri of 
supremacy in the Inierduilwny 
sperto 


His employers Nirlon ^ felicitated Karsan 
Ghavri on the e\c of his departure to Auv 
tralia. Ghavri is receiving a memento from 
Manila, daughter of Virenthi Sagar, who is 
seen in the picture with Manhar Bbagat, 
both Joint Managing Directors, Nirlon 




Bombay Junior Crkket Tournament Winners 
Styron Sports Club 



Maya Ackre and Vaneeta Tandel of Nava* 
yug Krida Mandal, winners of the Arya Seva 
Kabathli Tournament receiving the shield 
from fUneactress Mrs. Kanan Kaushol in 
Bombay 


Chief hknkter Vasantrao iPatil being mtro* 
duced to the Ranjl Tro|diy probably of tho 
VidarUia Cricket An^a^ in Nagpur 
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CiveAyourself 

a lift ^ 
everyday. 








Get a Suvega. 
it's more fun. 

And cheaper 
than taking the bus! 
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Rtd« free and easy on a Suvega 
The moped that takes you over 
70 km per litre All because of 
the special nesv SS Senes 
carburettor, designed for extra 
fuel eoonottw ana more consis¬ 
tent speed. Really Why thumb 
a lift when you can get around 
yourself And that too, cheaper 
than a bus. 

That's not all Suvefeaeeiia.y 
on maintenance too It's the 
only moped with hard-chro¬ 
med aluminium cylinders—so 
it goes on and on Plus, a quick 

E ick-up, sturdy pressed-steel 
ody and chain-drive give 
excellent road grip and speed 
What's more, Suvega takes 
two. Nothing matches Suvega's 
economy, 

Go on. get a Suvega, At 70 km 
per litre, it's a bargain 




Mepeds Indie Limited 

Tirupati Andhra Pradesh. 


No wondcTflutfesa b India’s largest scHliig moped. 
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t sports library in Calcutta 


r n IMm EdocatieB Mlniitar, 
Ih*. Cbandar Chunder, 

tmtmf lainifiinitMi Cakutu’a 
dnt Ifort* litaBry> Although It 
mmm m •honw that tho vortt 
eapml of ft* eomitry wao with¬ 
out a tpadaUMd llhn^ all thaao 
yuan, eno can taka comfort from 
ttw fwt that It haa, at laat. bacome 
a ruality. 

Tba OMB behind thia project 
warn Aahidca Choudhury and 
Achintya Saba, chairman and 
nanarai aacrotaiw, raapactivaly, of 
tM WMt Baniai KabadiU Aaaocia- 
tioo. Tbaaa paopla have once 
again proved that th» are pro- 
graaaive in word and deed — be- 
cauae one haa aeen what the other 
landara in tho H>orts Said — aaao- 
ciatad with aavaral aCluant aparta 
bodiaa in the State — have dona 
•a far. 

The Uhrnry haa haan houaad in 
the WWA teat, in a apniiaui aad 
atay raaan. A aouvaair and IndiTi- 

3nI IlMliBA 

H tap, wnSiha UMB WM Sm3 
favaoBar, A. L. Mag. ua ing^ma 
Seat tfaaaait ^Sta l^laa ta^pa a^t^aaala^a^l 
kv nks (hhnrt jSmAWni 

c a i a h ra t laB a ol the WMCA ware 
iaauguratad laat year With dia 
aM of Choudhury aad a heat of 
ganuina aparta , lovara, ha haa 






Dr. Pratap Chander Chumter (Vntan Educatlea Mhdeter) 
opene the aparta library, vet up by the Weat Bengal 
Kabaddi Aaaociatien in Calcutta 


managed to aet a standard for Cal¬ 
cutta. 

So far. about 3t0 books have 
bean bought and a stream ia ax- 

E id ta coma in from the con- 
earn. The WlXA haa also 
I for personal donation of 
beaks by Bublishera and othars. 
Naturally—nnanca has never been 
a strong point far the WBKA, 
Braugh its aims have always bean 
lefty. In fact, books from any 
quarter in the country would be 
welcome. 


Charit/ soccer in Shillong 



Dr. R. S. Lyng- 
doh, praaident, 
SbUloag Sports 
Asaociadon and 
Speaker, Megha¬ 
laya Aaeerably be¬ 
ing introduced te 
the Oil-India 
pleycra 


Burdwan score 


B UKDWAN DSA annexed die 
iBtar-dletrkt (senior) football 
chaaNdMtdBp dtla when they buat 
i4 fwgHMMbSA by M in Ae tool 
plim u d Bt Balurghat (Warn Diiui- 
p^. Captila Amartyn Caio« 


scored both the goals for the win¬ 
ners. This is the second time that 
Burdwan DBA have won iha title. 

In semi-finel, Burdwan baat Jal- 
paiguri by 44) udiUe 24 Pargmus 
elimlnatad Chandanagora by 3-0. 


The library is open to all sports¬ 
men and women engaged in every 
sport, on e nominal fee aports 
edministrators and others connec^ 
ad with sports have also been wel¬ 
comed. Bidng die only library of 
its kind in this metropolis, it is 
oxpoctod to be not just poptdar 
but also tho beginning of a new 
era of consciousneas and oppor¬ 
tunity for the thousands of sports¬ 
men in the city. 

—ARIjrr SEN 

I^IL-INDIA of Duliajan played 
two exhibiuon matches ia 
Shillong to raise funds for the 
Fight Cancer Programme The 
matches were orguised by the 
Rotary Club of Shillong to help 
check the growth of die dreaded 
disease in Meghalaya. 

The president K. L. Kalra and 
the organising secretary S L. Sin- 
ghania deserve appreciation of the 
sportslovers of Shillong for pro¬ 
viding them with the opportunity 
to witness some fine football while 
hetoing a laudable cause 

dn the first day, the North-East¬ 
ern Hill University revealed un¬ 
suspected talent to put up a plucky 
fight against their fancied oppo¬ 
nents After matching the experi 
enced Oil players move for move 
for most of the lime the promising 
university pUvers went down by 
a late goal 

The next tnttrh against a strong 
Shillong XI drew a huge holiday 
crowd There were thrills galore 
after Oil-India went ahead with an 
early snap goal scored by Rebatl 
Phukan Soon after, A Kabul 
equalised for Shillong. Oil-India 
acored two more goals through 
Rebatl Phukan and Ramesh Phu¬ 
kan late in the second half to earn 
a 3-i victory. » 

—DWARIK SARMA 
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CENT 

OFF 


Save Rs. 23 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK. 
Pay Rs. 42 instead 

of\ts- 65. 


Go places... 

G o places in the sporting world with 
SPORTSWEEK. Bag a ring-side seat to 
national and international events, be it cricket, 
football, hockey, tennis, athletics or any game 
you farfcy. You name it . . . we’ll get you there 
through our columns of in-depth reporting and 
ipcisive analysis by expert commentators. 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK — it’s as good 
as being on the spot. In fact, make it a habit. 
You'll need it — it takes you closer to sport 
an<i sportsmen. 


As a sports lover, a SPCNRTS- 
WEEK lover, whjr don’t you 
share the excitement ttat 
you derive out of SPORTS¬ 
WEEK each week widj your 
near and dear ones? 

To help you do this, we 
would like to offer a special 
discount of on a yearly 
subscription to your favourite 
magazine for anybody YOU 
wish. Which means that your 
gift will repeat itself wedk 
after week for 52 weeks — for 
only Rs. 42 instead of the usual 
Rs. 65 and you will save Rs. 23. 

In addition we will be happy 
to send a beautiful DIWALI/ 
CHRISTMAS/ID card with 
the first issue to the recipient 
of the gift subscription inform¬ 
ing him/her of your thought¬ 
fulness. Fill in the coupon be¬ 
low and return it TODAY with 
your money order receipt no./ 
postal order to: 


I .. - . . . . cut here . . — 

The Circulation iVkinager, 

SPORTSWEEK. 

156 D, J. Dadajee Road, Bombay-400 034. 

Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no./demand 
draft for Rs. 42;'-. Please enter a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my behalf to: 

NAME- 


ADDRESS- 


. . cut here ..— . . . 

OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31, 1977. 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT 1^ 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 
i . . . cut here ■ . .— 
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iDt's- 


.by ARBIES 


iMtiom ot Bliek « 

•Pc«m la tb* opanlaf. la the ••• 
cdad WhJte'f piece fecrlflce tiec tip 
BucIe, but the etteck is IncuflUirat 
to fom the iuue. 

SICILIAN DBPBNCE 
White: Broncteln 
Black: Tal 
(TbllH 1976) 

1. PK4, PQB4 2. NKB3. PK3 3. 


8. PQR4 (a) NQB3 9. BK 3 (6) 
N2K4 10. NN3. P04I? (c) 11. PxP, 
PxP 12. QxP, BKNSi 13. BN2 (d) 
QxQ 14. BxQ, NN5 15. BK4, PB4 




> sW 'KC B 1 0 


^ 14. XX 19 PB3. RKII 20. 000 
(e) NxKBP 21. NB4. NR7cbI 22. 
NxN, RxB 23. NN6cb^ KB2 24. RQ3. 
NK4 25. RB3ch. Nlis 26. NQScb, 
KNl 27. NxP, RxP 28. KNl, RRS 

29. NQ7ch, KB2 30. NxB, RxN; 
draw. 

(a) Stopping Black’s counter 
play by . . . PQN4. 8. BK3. PQN4 

9. POR3, BN2 10. QQ2, NN3 11. 
000, N1Q2; (Quinteros-Kaplan, Lone 
Pine, 1977) or 8. BK3, NB3 9. 
PKR4 or RKNl or QQ2 are other 
lines, allowing . . . PQN4. 

(b) In (he same tournament 
Karpov played 9. BN2 against Ani- 
kayev and won as follows: 9 . . . 
N2K4 10 NN3, QB2 11. PB4, NBS 
12. QK2. NSR4 13. BK3, PR3 14. 
PxP, RxP 15. PBS, RRl 16. PxP. 
PvP 17 000. NK4 18. NxN, OxN 
(R4) 19. BQ2, BQ2 2Q. PN3. QB2 
21. KN2, RBf 22. BKl, BK2 23 
NR2, BKB3 24. KNl, PON4 25. 
PR5, NB3 26. QQ3I, NxP 27. PKSl, 
BxP 28. RKBlt, RR3 29. BQ2, RB3 

30. NN4. NBS?! 31. PxN. FxP 32. 

QR7, Q]^4 33. QNSch, KK2 34. 

QxPch, KXl 35. QN8ch, KK2 36. 
NB6ch. BxN 37. QR7ch, Black 
resigns. 

(c) This Pawn sacrifice which 
gives Black active play explains 
the reason for Karpov’s 9. BN2 ia 
note (b). 

(d) 13. QxQch, RxQ 14. BN2. 
NN5 IS. BK4 would produce the 
game position without giving Black 
tempo for 000, but Black can con* 
tinue 14 . . . NB6 (instead of.NNS) 
15. KBl, BK2 16. PR4. 00 and 
17 . . . PB3. 

(e) If White tries to maintain 
the Pawn by 2Q. KB2 Blade has 

S ood play aftw 20 . . . BN3 21. 
xB, PxB. 

Makar ichev-kfagerramov 
(Alma Ata, 1977) 

First 6 moves as above. 7. PKR4, 
BX2 8 . BN2, KNQ2 9. PNS, PxP 

BPO&I^SWEBlK, December 25. 1977 


10. PxP. RxBeb 11. BxR, PXN3 12, 
N4NS. NN3 13. BB4. PK4 14. BX3. 
8X3 15. NOB BxN 16. PxB. NB^ 
17. QN4 cannot save bill 

KNP) NxB It. PxN. FR3 19. NB3, 
BxP 20. 1CK2. NQ2. 21. BK^ NBll 
(not 21 . . . PB4? 22. BxP. PxB 
23. QRSch. KBl 24. RKBl with a 
winning attack) 22. RKBl, FB4 23. 
BxP. PxB 24. SxP, BK2 29 QRSch. 
KQ2 26. RB7. OKI 27. NK< KOI 


35, KQ3. RKN7 36. QBII, RN3 87. 
^11, draw. If 37 . . . QxR 38. 
(^h. XQ2 39. QB6ch etc.; if 
37 . . Q02 38 QRlch. QB1 39. 

QxOch. KxO 40 RxB, KOI (40 . . . 
NQ2? 41. RK6I) 41. RQN7 atta* 
bllshes material equality. 


END CAME 









'White: Kal; Qg7: Re3. 

Black: KdS: QhS; Re8. 

White to play and win. 
Solutions to the previous and 
this ending will be given next 
week. 



by HOSEV MISTRY 

1. Receiving the ball direct from a 
corner-kick, can a footballer be 
off-side? • 

2. What happens when a golfer 
finds that the man-made ob¬ 
struction is immoveable? 

3. When is a service termed ‘over¬ 
head’, and is it permissible in 
ball badminton? 

4. In tennis after the ball is served 
it hits the net posts and falls 
in tho correct court, is it a cor¬ 
rect serve? 

5. Is the use of a leg hold op the 
opponent’s neck, in freestyle 
wrestling, permitted? 

ANSWERS: 

1. No. 2. If it is within two club- 
lengths of the ball and interferes 
with the swing or stance, the player 
may lift the ball without penalty 
and drop it back over the shoulder 
within two club-lengths of the point 
on the outside of the obstruction 
nearest which the ball Hiy, but not 
nearer the hole. 3. If the ball at 
the moment of being struck be 
higher than the server’s waist It’s 
a Mtilt. 4. No, it is a fault. 5. No. It 
is an illegal hold. 
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Choose 
the key to 
your future 

PNB has a large number of Savings Schemes 
to suit your own particular needs and 
circumstances — all yielding attractive 
returns and providing a secure future for you. 

• WHOLE.LIFE MONTHLY INCOME 

Deposit in regular monthly instalments for just 
7 years: then earn an equal monthly pension for 
life. Principal and interest earned for 7 years will 

lemain intact. 

• MULTl.BENEFIT & OLD AGE DEPOSIT 

Your money doubles in 7 years, trebles in 11 years; 

grows over seven-fold in 20 years 

Deposits accepted for Rs. 100'- and its multiples 
for periods from 12 months to 241 months 

• RECURRING DEPOSIT 

Save in monthly instalments of Rs. 5 or its multiples for 
12 to 252 months and get a large amount at maturity Monthly 
instalment of Rs. 5 for 252 months will give you Rs 4292.75 P. 

• SPECIAL FIXED DEPOSIT 

Receive monthly interest. Example : Deposit of Rs 30,000 for 
61 months earns monthly interest of Rs. 250/- Principal 

remains intact. 

• DEPOSIT-LINKED HOUSING LOAN 

Deposit in monthly instalments for periods 61 months 
to 180 months At maturity receive loan equal to 150')/, of 
maturity value i.e. Principal plus interest accrued thereon 
or Rs. 50,000 whichever is less - to build or buy a house. 

• MINI DEPOSIT 

Open an account with just Rs 3. keep it growm<) with as little as 
50 paise. Collections made regularly at your doorsteps and earn 
interest too I Facilities available at selecti-d branches. 

FIXED DEPOSIT LINKED WITH JANATA PERSONAL ACCIDENT 

INSURANCE POLICY 

A unique offer I Deposit Rs. 500 for 61 months Oji. 10% p.a and get benefit 
under the Janata Personal Accident Insurance Policy too! 

Choose one or more that suit you most. 



Also, PNB can help you 

save tax on capital gains 

and at the Bame time earn a handsome interest 

This year's budget provisions make it possible for you to save tax on 
long term capital gains made on sale of land, buildings, jeweilerv or 
shares etc. if you invest the money in a nationalised bank for a period 
of three years within six months from such sale. 


For furthor dotmita ploaao contact our nooroat branch 
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Catrrom 


Tamil Nadu supreme 


T amil NADU relgnad supreme, 
ennexMig four out of the eight 
titles at stake ut the Twelfth Natio 
nal Carrom championships which 
were held in Allahabad 

Satyanarain Dilli tTamil Nadu), 
India No 2, and Vijaya Lakshmi 
Somanchl of Delhi, who participa¬ 
ted in the Nationals after a couple 
of years’ break, won the men’s and 
women's individual tttles Both re 
gained the titles 

Tamil Nadu also won back lau 
rels in the team event in the men's 
section making short work of hosts 
Uttar Pradesh in the final U P 
figures in the final for the fir*t 
time 

Mahaiashtra women's squad and 
Vedamuthi I arm and S Uiili, of 
lamil Nadu, reamed the team 
championships and the men's dou¬ 
ble trophy, rcspec iveh 

Ihree events piodured new 
champions bn Lanka pan of Wik 
ramsinghc sisters - Ameetlia, hei 
country s top playei. and Pi adet pa 
— won the women s double crown 
V Larar and S Van* - both of 
Jamii Nadu bagged the mived 
doubles rule and IJ P s Races 
Ahmad clainic d the vi't t an* sin 
gles titles 

Eighivsix jdavos tied loi the 
Scshadn KoU ns Shit Id awarded 
to mens ingies champion All the 
seeds made 'he quarter hnals e\ 
tt'piing sixtlt seeded 1 N Govar 
dhan ol lamil Nadu who lost to 
Vim (lit a qualifiei foi the pioper 
rounds and fouiih seeded Viiaya 
Sangam ol Mahaiashtra who was 
shocked by P Venkatesan of Tamil 
Nadu 

In the ^udifer hnals, tupseed(*d 
I a/ar ehminait d eighth seeded 
Suhas Ramble a lormet National 
champion in straight games Kam 
ble, howt'vei gave I arar a tough 
fight and this match proved to be 
the best in Ihe men's singles event 
In the second game. Ramble exe 
cuted a while century also but his 
effort went m vain Serond seed 
ed Oilli got better of seventh seed 
ed Qadir Rhan of Mahaiashtra, 
fifth seeded M Govindraj of Rar 
nataka accounted for giant killer 
Venkatesan and third seeded S M 
Vasu eclipsed Vincent another 
giant killer in othm quarterfinals 

The semifinals provided the big 
geat upset of the tournament in 
the defeat of defending champion 
Lazar at the hands of Govindraj 
In die well-contested match, bout 
the players hit centuries Larar 
failed to produce his best and 
Govindraj was in his peak form 
Dilli easily disposed of Vasu in 
the second semi-final 



Contrary to expectations, the 
final provided a disappointing fare 
Although Govindraj scored a cen 
tury in the second game, he tailed 
to withstand the onslaught of a 
confident Dilli 


twenty two players entered the 
women’s singles event, including 
two &ri Lanka stars Due to non 
participation by the holder Sheela 
Gupta of Vidaibha and runner up 
Madhuri Karve of Maharashtra, 
Sheela Adhikati of Mabarashtia 
and S Vani of lamil Nadu were 
considered to be hot favourites 
But Delhi’s Viiava Lakshmi So 
manchi belied all expectations and 
bagged the Harrish Desai memorial 
iroi^y demolishing the challenge 
of Ameetha Wikramsinghe of Sri 
Lanka The match was decided 
after about three hours of gruel 
ling fight which kept the limited 
spectators on their toes/through 
out It was greater experience of 
the Dellii player that clinched the 
issue in her favour Somanchl, 
mother of two, defeated Sheela 
Adhikari while Ameetha ousted S 
Vam in the semi finals 
UP's Sushma Tewan also cau 
sed an upset defeating Alka Ghai 
sas, reigning National girls cham 
pion, but the former in the next 
round lost against Vani 
Twelve states, out of 19 affiliat 
ed members, participated in the 
men’s team events for Jai Ram 



S. Dilli of Tamil Nadu, new 
Natitmal Carrom men’s 
cfiaaq>ion (above) and (left) 
Arali Jobanputra of Hydera¬ 
bad, sub-junior girls’ idiam- 
pion and the youngest 
partinpont in the Na lonal 
Carrom Cor seniors 

Reddy memorial trophy The par 
ticipants were divided into two 
gioups Runners up Tamil Nadu 
and hosts Uttar Pradesh havi >b 
colleited IS and 10 points quaii 
fied from group ‘A*, while Kama 
taka and reigning champions Maha 
rashira bagging H and 12 poin's, 
respectively, became the group “B’ 
qualtfiets Tamil Nadu and Kama 
taka remained unbeaten in the 
league rounds 

In the semihnals, Tamil Nadu 
dethroned Maharashtra and U P 
shocked Karnataka by an identical 
margin of 21 The final petered out 
into a tame affair UP failed to 
offer any resistance and Tamil 
Nadu emerged easy winners All 
the three matches were decided in 
straight games — Lazat beating 
Cyan Prakadi ‘Raka’. Dilli whip 
ping Imran Ah and Venkatesan 
and Rail Baig blasting Om Pra- 
kash and Jalees Ahmad 

Mal>arashtra retained the wo 
men’s team title, winning all their 
matches and totalling 12 points in 
the event which was contested by 
SIX teams and were played on le^ 
gue basis Hyderabad got second 
place with eleven points, Tanul 
Nadu and Delhi third (eight 
points), UP fourth (six points) 
and Rajasthan fifth (nil point) 

-SANTOSH SINGH 
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Only AUababad Bank 
Gift Cheques carry interest. 
The ideal investment for a youngster. 

Give a gift that is worth more than its face 
value Allahabad Bank Gift Cheque is a good 
investment for the future 

* Interest payable 

4% if gift cheque is cashed 91 days after 
date of issue 

4.5‘’^q if gift cheque is cashed 6 months after 
date of issue 

6% if gift cheque is cashed 1 year after date 
of issue 

* Available for any amount upto Rs 1000/- 
free of commission 

* Available and encashable at any branch of 
the Bank in India 




ALLAHABAD BANK 

YOUR OWN BANK 

(A Govcrnrrwfit of India Undartaking) 










A sensational t ", 

autobiographyz^ 

of E.A.S. PRASANNA 

pages iSQ, 29 illustrations Price Re 20 - 

T^HfUCLa. Gx 

MAIL ORDER DIVISION 
3831 PATAUDI HOUSE ROAD, 
OARYAGANJ, NEW DELHI 110 002 

also at; 

CALCUTTA• ALLAHABAD • BOMBAY 
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Perth Test 


highlighted by some exhilarating 
gtrokei in an arc between mid 
wicket and backward square leg 
He skied a simple catch to Gannon 
at mid on in attempting to hook, 
but Bnjesh Patel was >n the words 
of some Indian players, “done in*' 
by umpire Robin Bailache (whose 
umpiring an this match left the In 
dians far from happy) as he took 
evasive action against a Ihomson 
delivery that t eared menacingly 

Kirmam, let off by counterpart 
Rixon when he tried to evade a 
Gannon bouncer, helped the re 
solute Vengsarkar aiicsi tht slump 
in a fighting sixth wicket stand of 
76 in 77 minutes until Thomson 
dismissed the Indian wicketkeeper 
who headed the Indian batting 
averages until the commencement 
of this lest senes with llXi, with 
the seventh delivery with the new 
ball which induced a snick at Iht 
wicket Vengsarkar, subtected <o 
innumerable Tests bv the Crictin 
trol Board before his depaiiure on 
this tour foi a suspected but non 
existent back ailment played a mi 
ture sensible knock and was out 
when he mistimed an atienipud 
pull off a shortish Claik dclivciy 

Veiikatiaghavan goi an tally it 
prieve when ]ohn Dyson at third 
slip flooied a sharp chance nfi i 
wild slash from the last hall i>l (he 
dav from Thomson But the 'anul 
Nadu talwai' frew in iniliiiiis met 
conlul II on tic tolli win li i 



way for Aussie victory 
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got in line beautifully to the pact 
men and played a knock of tremen 
dous responsibility which, by his 
own admission, was among the 
finest of his Test career 

Meanwhile “Mister Audacious” 
Madan Lai (his namesake, the Air 
India Manager in Perth was a 
gracious host to the Indian team at 
dinner) at the other end bludgeon 
ed and hammered away at eveiy 
thing that came his way to plun 
der 4d tuns in 45 minutes, off T4 
deliveries Seven fours embellished 
his knock One of his mightv hits, 
oft Clark, hit the tup portion of the 
sightscreen and umpiie Bailache 
correctly signalled a tour in accoi 
dance with the lules The mighty 
heave deserved six luns The rule 
on this point is iniquitous and 
needs to be amended 

During the 'enure at the ciease 
ot Madan Lai who, according to 
manager Pollv Umrigar was pre 
tcried tot this match because of 
hi’> supeiior bowling and fielding 
Thomson looked conspicuously in 
ctiectivc the more so because of the 
absence ot susiained hostilitv at 
the other end The fiers bowler 
Mitclv misstd a demonic hunting 
paitncr 

Unorthodov but effective Madan 
lal' knock could oiilv hsve horn 
tied the purists It was a demon 
stratioii of how no to hit His 
technique wa' at most limes better 
lilted III hockey oi ictinis Ku' ihc 

tiidv, ebullient irrepressible all 
iiundcr is never one foi rectitude 
IP natters ciickiting Always on, 
to pi ell r 'he bludgeon lo theiapier 
he evoked in tui n idmiration be 
wildcrmcnt and laughter from the 
1,980 ciowd as he nonehalartiv 
and in cavaiiei tashion slashed at 
cvciythiiig but everything scmi 
down by the Australian paiemtn 
even as he flinched and letrcated 
towards the square leg umpiie One 
tound II difficult to be convinced 
that he was brave but of the fact 
that lortune lavoured him there 
eould be no doubt 

Simpson Ihomson and Clark — 
the last named admits to having 
modelled hts action after Garth 
Mcken/te, his childhood hero — 
in attempting to bear Madan 
through sheer pace or to get him 
to loft the short pitched deliveries 
which they repeatedly sent down, 
betrayed an astonishing inability 
to cope with ihe sledgehammer as 
sault oi Madan and the controlled 
aggression of Venkat who prefer 
ted to play the supporting lole For 
some curious reason they did not 
attempt to york or in view of Ma 
dan’s propensity to run away lo 
leg, beat him with a well pitched up 
delivery It was left to 30-year-old 
left-handed seamer Gannon, making 


his Test debut and who bowled a 
good line throughout, to demon 
strate how this could be done 

Venkat, who while out in the mid 
die, had swallowed a fly m this 
charming, friendly, comparatively 
unspoilt (by the ravages of so 
called modern civilisation) but 
bushfly men infested city — the act 
of waving them away ts jocularly 
known as the Australian salute — 
was last out in attempting to force 
the pace-as he ran out of partners 
The snick he offered Simpson, 
afiectionaiely known as “Simmo* 
in his usual first slip position, 
which the 41 year old skipper, re 
called to Test cricket after 10 years, 
held at the second attempt reveal 
ing razor sharp reflexes, enabled 
him in his 54th Test to join the 
celebrated “100 Test Catches Club” 
consisting hitherto of Hammond, 
Cowdrey, Sobers and Ian Chappell 

The Indian total of 402 scuied 
off 77 5 eight ball overs in 4(ft> 
min'itcs for an average scoring rale 
of a little under 5i per over was 
exceptional by any, but partikUlarly 
by Indian, standards 

The Australian fielding w itch 
was slipshod, at no time came any 
where near the high standards sc 
by them in recent times As many 
as SIX possible chances went 

abegf'ng 

Facing a total which put the 
lour sts in the diiver’s seat and 
other hings being equal, gieatly 
miumiistd Ihe jiossibilny of defeat 
I til the Indians (he Austialiaiis 
sen'ibly adopted a policy of sate / 
lii&i the impos ng Indian score 
and iht luspect of batting last nil 
a wirkci w iieh uas expected o 
crumble in the latei stage, ot the 
match called for a prudent ap 
prodch but the lecrs and boos 
apaii It was gcnerallv felt that 
Simpson and his men were unduly 
overawed bv the situation and the 
reputation ot the Indian spinneis 
in (he early phases of the innings 

In sum, Australia have to thank 
their skippei tor putting his side- 
hack in the game with a gritty de 
termined “Captain Couiagcou<-” 
knock ot 176 which lasted 371 minu 
tes during which he hii 17 fours off 
343 balls 

The veteran Test player gave an 
object lesson lo some of the Indian 
batsmen by deironstrating the do 
minance ot mind over matter and 
how one can play within one’s 
limitaaons 

Still an excellent runner between 
wickets, Simpson brought all his 
experience into play, eschewed 
everything even bordering on flam 
boyance and chance, pul his head 
down with determination to the 
task of building up a big innings 
mainly through nudges, pushes, 
glances and placements Conspicu 
ous by their absence were aggres¬ 
sive strokes but in the reading of 
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Sam Gaimoo ... nruck when 
India were nilinc along 


the delivery whether it was spin or 
pace, in middling the ball, in timing 
nis strokes with precision and in 
placing the ball at will, one per¬ 
ceived the Simpson of old. 

On the ground for almost the 
entire duration of the first three 
days' play either as bn^sman or 
fielder, Simpson quipr.u to me that 
it was better in nis opinion to be 
out there on the field than In the 
dressing room "worryin” which 
spoke volumes for the man of ac 
tion who means business at ali 
times and whose recall by the Aus¬ 
tralian selectors to lead, guide and 
inspire by personal example was a 
masterstroke It is undisrsiood that 
Simpson will almost certainly lead 
Australia in their tour of the Carib¬ 
bean next February. 

Useful but fortuitous knocks 
from Rixon and Hughes brought 
Australia within eight runs of In- - 
dia's first innings score but the only 
Australian batsman for whom the 
Indian spinners held no terrors was 
Simpson the toast of this sports- 
minded nation. But without in any 
way intending to detract from the 
merit of his innings it must be re¬ 
corded that he was extremely for¬ 
tunate in twice having got the bene 
fit of the doubt from umpire Robin 
Bailache, first when he survived an 
appeal for a catch at the wicket off 
Madan Lai when on 13 and then for 
leg before off Bedi’s third delivery 
in the first over of the third day. 

Another decision which the In¬ 
dians felt went against them was a 
bat-pad catch taken by Chauhan 


three metres from the bat at for¬ 
ward short-leg off Venkat offered 1^ 
nightwatchman Rixon who went on 
to score SO thanks to three drop¬ 
ped catches by Chauhan who was 
later consigned to the outfield It 
would be grossly unfair to impute 
motives to the umpires’ decisions 
but it is a well-known fact that the 
strict interpretation of the leg be¬ 
fore wicket rule considerably dimi¬ 
nishes LBW dismissals in this coun¬ 
try and can work to the advantage 
or disadvantage of both sides as 
indeed it may well have been in 
the case of Chauhan in the second 
innings when he was struck on the 
pads by Thomson, then in full cry, 
When he was on 12. 

Following the dismissal of vice 
captain and makeshift opener 
Craig Serjeant who has been sco 
ring prodigiously in giade and 
Sheffield Shield cricket but whose 
record against the tourists has been 
a pair in Brisbane, 15 and 11 (be 
was lustily cheered when he scored 
his first Test run against the tou 
rists in three innings) first Dyson 
and Queenslander — they are 
known as bananabenders—Ogilvie, 
dien Simpson and Dyson batted in a 
manner abysmal, without flair but 
with tonnes ot luck, playing the 
ame to immobility on a placid wic 
et on which the ball occasionally 
came through at an uncertain 
height. The impatient and voci 
terous elements in the ovenliko 
stands who indulged in perio¬ 
dic slow handclapping would 
have been quite justified had 
they insisted on a refund Only 
' S5 runs came in the two hours be 
tween lunch and tea as the Aus¬ 
tralian batsmen plodded along 
agonisingly 

Following warnings to Madan 
and Mohinder by umpire Bailache 
for running on the wicket — Gan¬ 
non had done likewise with ini 
puniiy — Ogilvie was bowied by 
Bedi as he swung wildly seemingly 
following a rush of blood A quar¬ 
ter of an hour later the talented 
and aggressive Toohey, who in the 
opinion of the discerning would 
have found a place in the Austia 
lian XI even if Mr Packer had not 
entered the scene, fell victim to .in 
old Bedi-Kirmani ruse which 
had, during the last series against 
England, accounted for the dismis- 
.«al of the then inexperienced Derek 
Randall and Roger Tolchard (juing 
over the wicket the Indian skipper 
sent down a quicker one straight 
down the leg side which “crease 
wanderei” Toohey attempted to 
sweep to leg and quicksilver like 
Kirmani did the rest. A similar 
strategy had seen Kirmani whip off 
the bails off Bedi’s bowling when 
Serjeant was only two but umpire 
French disallowed the appeal. 

Right through the second after¬ 
noon the Indian bowlers asserted 


their supremacy, pinning down die 
Australian batsmen (Dyson at one 
stage took 189 minutes for 28) for 
unrelieved periods. Some Austra¬ 
lian critics put the blame for tbit 
on the “containment” policy of the 
tourists^which saw the Indian spin¬ 
ners bowl relentlessly and with un¬ 
erring accuracy on the middle and 
leg stumps with six men on the on 
side as permitted by the playing 
conditions of the tour. Germane to 
any discussion on the subject is 
the fart that the conditions do per¬ 
mit such a field placement. 

The Indian fielding was in a 
manner of speaking eccentric. With 
Prasanna and Mankad watching the 
proceedings from the dressing 
room the Indian ground fielding 
came very close to international 
standards with Venkat, Patel, Ma- 
dan Lai and Vengsarkar outstand¬ 
ing But the catching once again 
left a lot to be desired with Chau¬ 
han who spilled three catches and 
Chandra being the main culprits. 
Kirmam who took two excellent 
catches impressed the knowledge¬ 
able with nis neat collections and 
lightning quick stumping of Toohey 
but he somewhat blotted his copy¬ 
book when he flooied a Hughes 
snick 

Bedi’s handling of the bowling 
was intelligent except for his incx 
plicable decision to bring on the 
wayward genius Chandia when the 
tailcnders were batting It looked 
like an attempt at enabling the 
Karnataka spinner, who like Ven¬ 
kat, preferred lor this vtnue be 
cause of his inability to “hit" oi 
"dig" ihe ball, bowled intelligently 
and accuidiely toi the most pait 
but wiihoiit liuk, to get at least one 
well deseived wiiket And one 
failed to understand the logic of 
posting a short and forward short- 
leg when .Sm psun was in full flight 
following the completion of his 
century 

Bed] still smarting from his 
"sacking” by Northants bowled with 
bis customary guile. Immaculate in 
length he was not afraid to give 
the bail aii, the more since his side 
had substantial runs in the bank 
and three of his five victims were 
bewitched bothered and bewildered 
by his flight Barring Simpson all 
the Australian batsmen were flum¬ 
moxed by his spin. Australian cri¬ 
tics, particularly Hassett, Miller 
and McGilvray were tremendously 
impressed by his rhythm, tength, 
flight and control and it would not 
be much of a surprise if Hedi, who 
has won the hearts of cricket lovers 
here by his demeanour on and off 
the field, were to be offered terms 
to play here. But it is doubtful if 
the India captain will accept be¬ 
cause of the fact that the Austra¬ 
lian season clashes with our own. 

India started her second innings 
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in whirlwind and confident fashion 
to minutes before the close of play 
on the third day and rattled up 67 
runs in almost even lime thanks 
largely to an exhilarating knocJc if 
32 by the enterprising but impetu¬ 
ous Chauhan in 57 miputes off 39 
balls which he faced and which in¬ 
cluded seven fours. Undeterred by 
the reputation or speed of Thom¬ 
son who was now bowling his fas¬ 
test spell with a strong breeze be¬ 
hind him and who was spoken to 
by umpire Bailuche of Victoria for 
sending down persistent bouncers, 
Chauhan cut pulled and drove with 
gay abandon. A remarkable trans- 
formatioo seems to have occurred 
in the mental make up of this Delhi 
opener. He has been revealing a re 
freshing, positive, aggressive ap¬ 
proach and IS hardly recognisable 
for the stodgy smokeless wonder 
that one know him as in domestic 
cricket 

Then followed a magnificent re 
cord-breaking second-wicket stand 
of 193 in 211 pulsating minutes be 
tween Gavaskar and Mohinder 
Amarnath which put India in a 
commanding position of strength at 
240 for one Tliis was the highest 
partnership tor any wicket for In¬ 
dia against Australia bettering the 
previous record of 108 for the 
sixth wicket posted by Vijay Hazare 
and Uattu Phadkar in the Adelaide 
Test during the 1947-48 tour This 
partnership just fell short of the 
Indian second-wicket record in all 
Tests — 240 between Ajit Wadekar 
and Farokh Engineer against Eng¬ 
land in Bombay in February 1973. 

While these two were at the wic¬ 
ket Australian hopes looked for¬ 
lorn. With the score on 240 for one 
India appeared to be in an impreg¬ 
nable position with excellent pros¬ 
pects of staging an historic win in 
Australia. But a sensational collapse 
which saw the last eight Indian 
wickets tumble for a mere 90 runs 
brought the game throbbing back 
to lite. Captain Bedi declared at 330 
tor nine preferring not tu risk in¬ 
jury to tailender Chandrasekhar 
who was facing Thomson at his 
fiery best with the new ball. 

The Indians struck seven minu¬ 
tes before close by dismissing Aus¬ 
tralian opener Dyson for four as 
he pushed forward to a Bedi armer 
and popped a catch to Vengsarkar 
standing close-in at silly-point. 

At stumps Australia were 25 for 
one needing 314 in 360 minutes to 
win. The stage was set tor a nail- 
biting finish. Simmo predicted an 
Australian victory albeit with qua¬ 
lifications and a quietly confident 
Bedi refused to make any predic¬ 
tions in public. It was evident the 
outcome was largely dependent 
upon the ability of the Indian spin¬ 
ners to get the Australian batsmt'n 
out on a wicket which bad nothing 



Dilip Vengsarkar . . . resolute 
knock 


sinister in it — between them Bedi, 
Chandra and Venkai have taken 
.538 Test wickets. 

The manner in which the Indian 
batsmen caved in was typical This 
time it was against the peisistent 
but far from hosule bowling of Sam 
Gannon who after figures of none 
for 63 after 14 overs struck to take 
tour wickets for 13 in 29 deliveries 
to alter the complexion of the game 
with final figures of 4 for 77 off 18 
overs. He took two foi jwo in foui 
balls til his 15th ovet, then two for 
one off four balls in his 18th over 

Gannon got nd of Vengsarkar 
for nine and Kirmani for two in 
his first burst then removed Ven- 
kat for 14 and Patel for 27 in his 
second Vengsarkar edged a catch 
to Hughes, the solitary slip, when he 
tailed to get behind the line of the 
ball and Kirmani was trapped leg 
before by a ball which kept low 
and which he tried to jab down 
This was among the few leg before 
decisions in the match. Venkat 
sparred at a ball outside the off- 
stump and was caught sviperbly by 
Hughes at slip and Patel was bowl¬ 
ed round his legs as he essayed a 
flick off his toes. In the following 
over Thomson bowled a wildly 
swinging Madan Lai with an ex¬ 
press delivery as the batsman drew 
away once too often to leg. His next 
delivery hit Chandra on the boot 
and that was that The innings was 
closed. 

Twenty-eight-year-old 45 u n ii y 
Gavaskar played a great innings of 
complete control to hoist his third 
lUCcessive Test century, iitarting 
with 108 in the fifth Test against 
England in Bombay early this year, 


then 113 in the second innings of 
the Brisbane Test a fortnight ago. 
It was his twelfth Test hundred 
which equalled Polly Umrigar’s re¬ 
cord total of Test centuries tor 
India. 

Gavaskar totally dominated the 
proceedings by his superb stroke 
production and delight^ the 4,194 
crowd by dancing ^wn the wicket 
and straight driving spii-ners Mann 
and Simpson who were often way¬ 
ward in length and direction. He 
hammered the test bowlers with tre¬ 
mendously powerful shots off haH- 
volleys, crunching off drives and 
elegant cuts. Gavadkar repeatedly 
pierced the field on the off and but 
for some exceUeat fielding by 
Hughes. Ogilvie, Totdiey and Dyson 
in the covers the Bombay skipper 
would have run up a much bigger 
score In all Gavaskar faced ZX 
deliveries off which he cracked 20 
tours in what was a highly enter¬ 
taining, cultured and disciplined 
innings during which he complete¬ 
ly resisted the temptation to cot 
uppishly 

Gavaskar was out after 270 minu¬ 
tes when he got an outside edge 
to Clark and was bowled. This was 
the fifth time in six innings that 
Clark bad consumed Gavaskar on 
this tour. When he reached 104 
Gavaskar took his total Tast rum 
to 3,000. He has now scorad 3,023 
at an average of 49 55. 

Clark, who like Gannon tended 
to bowl excessively down the lag 
side when Gavaskar and Mohinder 
were at the crease, gave Australia 
a glimpse of hope by having Viswa- 
nath nibble at a straight delivery 
outside the off-stump edging a 
catch to Rixon and giving the 
bowler two wickets for no runs in 
a space of eight balls. 

Twenty seven-year-old Mohinder 
Amarnath followed up his courage¬ 
ous 90 in the first innings with a 
fitting hundred which was his first 
Test hundred and only his fourth 
in first class cricket. He was not 
as confident and sound as in his 
* first knock but needless to say it 
was an exceedingly valuable in¬ 
nings. He sacrificed his natural 
fluent strokeplay to play second 
fiddle to the brilliant Gavaskar. 
The younger of the Amarnath bro¬ 
thers was out after a defiant 264 
minutes when he tried to hit a top 
spinner from Simpson past point 
but got a thin edge to offer a glee¬ 
ful Rixon a simple catch 

»s IS Oaliitvaiy IVUU bowled over 
the wicket for the greater port and 
angled his deliveries away, bagged 
the bowling honours, Thomson 
turned in another lion-hearted per¬ 
formance bowling with great sp^, 
control and economy and certainly 
deserved a better analysis than two 
for 65 off 21.5 overs. 
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India crush South Korea 

y 



Ratnetih Krishnan.fine debut 

in Davis Cup 


An&od Anisrifiiij .gave India a 

good start 


V N the years to come, India’s 
Davis Cup encounter versus the 
Republic of Korea earlier this 
month, played in the pleasant and 
hospitable industrial town of Coim¬ 
batore, will perhaps be remember- 
ed mainly as the occasion when 
Ramesh Krishnan made his debut 
in the competition. 

And then, maybe, the discerning 
among tennis followers will recall 
that when the 16-year-old national 
junior champion stroked his vray to 
a confident, strai^t-set win over 
Kim Moon 11, the 30-year-old Seoul 
bank clerk who had first played in 
the Davis Cup in 1968, the only 
one of India’s six-man contingent 
for that Eastern Zone quarter-final 
present at the Police Recruits’ 
School arena was coach Akhtar All. 

Indeed, Anand and Vijay Amrii- 
raj, the senior members of the 
team, were at that moment back 
home in Madras, while Premjit 
Lall — for whom it was the mai¬ 
den venture after being appointed 
non-playing captain — Tiad return¬ 
ed to Calcuttal 

The circumstances, to be sure. 


were odd. Fonunaicly^ Kamc.sh 
performed with precocious matu¬ 
rity and in just 18'minutes over an 
hour clinched the final rubber lo 
make the tie score 4-1 in India's 
favour -4- Sasbi Menon, leading 
two sets to one, having conceded 
the first of the reverse singles to 
Choi Boo Kil for the South Koreans 
to lake (he fourth rubber. 

It was India’s first-ever conte.si 
versus the Republic of Korea. In 
1959 the two nations were to have 
met in an early Eastern Zone tie, 
but the Koreans withdrew and ap¬ 
peared for the first time in DC 
only the next year. There never 
was any likelihood that the visitors 
might win this tie, so for the first 
time since the disaster against Aus¬ 
tralia at Madras in May ’73, India 
felt saf<e to play a home tie on a 
non-law n surface. 

The tmeciallydald matca-court at 
the PRS was the patent south In¬ 
dian preparation, reddish-brown 
clay-samd. However, it will Ire a re¬ 
turn to grass for India’s next 
match in this 1978 DC tournament 
—• against New Zealand in New 
Delhi on January 19-21. 


India’s' tfam for the Korea con 
test had been announced during 
Ihc Bombay Grand Prix, at a nev/x 
ronfcrerict; from which neither 
AILTA secretary Dilip Bose, an old 
ban,' at dealing with the press, nor 
Lall a comparative "rookie" — 
emerged with much credit. The 
two older Amritraj brothers, Jai- 
kumar Koyappa (who headed the 
national rankings for 1976-77) and 
team newcomer Ramesh Krishnan 
made up the foursome, Menon not 
being included a.s he “could not be 
coiuacied’’ while he travelled on 
the world circuit. 

But with Vijay Amritraj’s fitness 
being in doubt — the painful no¬ 
dule near his right elbow troubled 
him badly in Bombay — Menon 
was given the call, and the original¬ 
ly selected Royappa dropped from 
the team. This was unfair to the 
lanky Madras player, for logically 
the man whose fitness was not per¬ 
fect should have been replaced. 

Possibly, though, other factors 
influenced the change: Even if he 
did not play .singles, Coimbatore did 
want to see Vijay Amritraj — who 
had not played there for six years 
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Vipiy and Anand Amrdraj b«*al ftmidi Knrca'c Ju C'tians Nam and Kiin Bang Souk in 

ifae doubicK 


or so — hut oru- wonders 
■ hings would have looked it Viiav 
Irad not been well enough lo play 
uven in the doiible.s 

So Menon. who had eii <-red lo 
play in the Marlhoro seru’s in Aus- 
iralia, cnino to ('oimhalore instead 
after going through a Hindu tnar 
I'tagc ceremony in Trivandrum 
And Vijav Amtitraj> who had his 
forearm “operated" upon by the 
Filipino faith-healer in lli>mb.Ty on 
Wednesday lotlowin); h i .s Ol* 
triumph, flew in from Madras tin; 
afternoiin before the draw. 

India clinched a winning (0 lead 
without dropping a set, bm Menou 
— playing the mutning singles - • 
was down 2 !>, I.v40 in ihe second 
set of his match against Kim Moon, 
an experienced iiuupaigner. Ai 
that stage, one fleet ingly remem¬ 
bered the Indian’s coll?.t)se versus 
the Japanese, Ken Hirai, at O.'lhi 
a year ago — but Menon, till ihcii 
rather sedate, began atiacking the 
Korean with crisp returns when 
Kim’s usually deep first serve fal 
tered a bit. Though ii was not an 
impressive win. the succes.s must 
have been good for Menon’s confi¬ 
dence — that the match lasted 11S 
minutes shows Kim was no push¬ 
over. 

Anand Amritraj's problem in 
overcoming J[u Chang Nam wa.s 
solely in adjusting to the extre¬ 
mely .slow pace the Korean natio¬ 
nal champion set, and though he 
dropped his .serve twice Anand lost 
just six games in winning the 
rubber. 

The talk in the press box, tucked 
away atop the stands behind a 
sideline, was whether the doubles 
would be over in an hour, or 70 
minutes. As it turned out, it took 
78 minutes, but only because both 
Amritraj brothers dropped their 
services after India led 4-2 in the 


huw.hird. Vijay Amritra.i did not .serve 
very hard; He never needed lo, 
and while Ju Chang showed lit'le 
iinprovemonl on his .showing in 
the singles, the left-handed Kim 
Rang iSouk won some points for 
Korea with defj volleys down the 
middle 

On the last dav Menon, after be 
ing >0 up to b<»gin with, led Choi 
Boo Kil 6-1, 6-2. Then the Korean 
won the third at 6-1, Menon pat¬ 
ting the ball back to him and never 
aiienipting lo retrieve the lobs 
Choi los.scd over him. When the 
'liroe-set break was announced, 
Menon —• runiplaining of stomach 
cramps — conceded the match, 
waved lo the crowd, and left the 
PRS courts with his wife. 

The stage was set for Kamesh's 
first DC rubber. At 16 years and 
six months, he was two months 
younger than his father had been 
when he made his debut — playing 
second singles against Belgium at 
f'erih, 24 years and ten days ago, 
Raniesh started with a double 
fault, and served another in that 
opening game — but chose were 
about the only unfOrceePferrors he 
committed in the entire match. 

Kim Moon was possibly less 
sharp than he had been against 
Menon, but from the very begin¬ 
ning Ramesh assumed total com¬ 
mand of the situation. His serve, 
not a strong point in his game, was 
very consistent and he returned 
serve so well — keeping the ball 
low on both flanks — that the Ko- 
reap never had the chance of dic¬ 
tating terms. 

Raniesh’s performance was not 
so much brilliant, as being almost 
a model of calm consistency and 
faultless strokeplay. Once in a 
while, however, he did hit a spark¬ 
ling shot, as when — late in the 
second see — he moved back along 


the baseline to hit a wonderful 
backhand down-thc-line winnet, on 
the run. In nil, his was a display 
that gladdened the hearts nt ail 
who were watching. 

If Ramesh was a youngster in 
the Davis Cup fray, some of the 
ballboys were the tiniest I have 
ever seen anywhere in India! Line- 
judging was often poor in this tie. 
Far too many of those on duty 
were young,sters, — including a 
girl who may have been die first 
of her sex to officiate in a DC tie 
in India! 

There was a Sunday crowd of 
3,500 or so, and even if the atten¬ 
dance dropped on the next two 
days Coimbatore generally respon¬ 
ded well to the event. The overall 
arrangements were quite good, loo, 
though perhaps they might have 
been better if the organising .secre¬ 
tary had delegated some authority 
instead of taking too much upon 
himself. 

The Amritraj brothers left Coim¬ 
batore less than 90 minutc.s after 
completing the doubles rubber, go¬ 
ing home to Madra.s where their 
mother was in hospital after a minor 
accident. Since ILall left with them, 
there was much confusion dmt 
night as Menon, whose father v&s 
due to have an operation in Boni- 
bay, wanted to leave the next mor¬ 
ning, claiming his captain had 
given him permission to do so. Any¬ 
way. his match as well as Ra- 
mesh’s had been announced al¬ 
ready, so after a lot of persuasion, 
he agreed to play. 

Thus it was that the only “collea¬ 
gue” present to give Ramesh moral 
support for his baptism of fire was 
Akhtar Ali. Everybody wondered 
whether Lall had got his priorities 
minced up. Certainly, Indih's tennis 
administration has enough troubles 
without the new Davis Cup captain 
playing truant. 
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W HILE the whole country is 
looking for fresh hockey ta* 
lent, to replece the existing ta¬ 
lent that has been suspended, 
and new test bowlers and other 
nung sportsmen to serve India 
in 1978 and onwards, I find that 
no attempt is being made to find 
new sports officials. 

So 1 consider it my duty to submit 
the following programme for the 
search for new sports officials 

The search, of course, will have to 
be confined to elderly people, 
preferably those over the age of 
65 and are likely to continue to 
be in office till well into their 
80s In other words, they must be 
men who, once appointed to 
office, s ick to it and not resign 
after their first term of two years 
or so in favour of younger and 
less experienced men. 

It would also be a good idea if the 
people selected are not familiar 
with the game whose organisation 
they are expected to look after 
For instance, judges and magi¬ 
strates can be made heads of 
hockey associations and ministers 
and horse-owners of cricket asso¬ 
ciations and chartered ac-oun- 
tants of tennis associations. 

As far as possible, efforts should 
be made to get army and 
police officers to head our .sports 
bodies and selection committees. 





In the matin of appointments to 
selection committees, particular 
care should be taken that ex¬ 
players are not appointed as they 
are likely to judge everybody by 
their own standards. 

Also, only such officials should be 
on the selection committees who 
are otherwise preoccupied with 
their own business affairs and 
hence do not spend too mu(h 
time watching the undet-trials. 
For, it has been often found that 
the performances of under-trial 
players are often cramped when 
thf selectors are watching them. 

However, it is necessary to appoint 
01 elect only such officials who 
are_ piepared, at a moment’s 
notice, to leave on a foreign tour 
with their teams whenever re¬ 
quired (also, when not required) 

And, though this is not absolutely 
est-ential, these officials .should 
preferably have large families In 
order that members of their 


tamillM cia also have the <wpbr- 
tuahy of going on these tears to 
Moatreel, Moscow, etc. 

At the eoacluskm of these tours, 
the officials should be able to re¬ 
port to the inquiry committees at 
home as to what went wrong 
with the team and properly ap¬ 
portion the blame for the poor 
performance to the captain and 
the senior players. And the offi¬ 
cials serving on the inquiry com¬ 
mittees should be firm enough to 
be able 'n summarily drop these 
players, no matter how badly the 
nation may be requiring them. 

Whenever possible, such officials 
should be selected who are well 
connected in government and 
other circles and get stadium,s 
built overnight and foreign ex¬ 
change released at the last 
minute. 

And it would be nice if the officials 
also had a literary bent of mind 
so that they may read all the 
books that the players are writ 
ing these days and find out which 
hooks they should take action 
against. 

And, I think, it is about time that 
the search for new officials Js 
started For the picsent officials 
are already wed in ihci' 80s and 
it would not be fair to expect 
them to go on serving Indian 
spoils for ever and ever. 


. ... 

mum 

lion 


BOX 


Q WHY do you think Austra¬ 
lia and not India won the 
jBrat Test hy the narrow margin 
of 16 runs? 

—^Ramachandra Rao (Hyderabad). 

A THE Aussies are born fight- 
^ ers. On the other hand we 
have a knack for letting the initia¬ 
tive slip out of our grasp. 

Q WHERE is Chetan Chauhan 
'•* working? 

—Shrinivas (Belgaum). 

A For Bank of Maharashtra, 
^ New Delhi. 

Q HOW would you rate India’s 
fielding ability? 

—S. Damodaran 
(Thalakkarai, T.N.). 

A it hat shown commendable 
improvement on the current 
tour of Australia. 


WHAT is Ashok Mankad’s 
Test record? What do you 
think of him? 

—Sailesh Nath (Assam) and 
Amitava Ghosh (Calcutta). 

A AT the start of the Austra- 
^ Han tour Mankad had scored 
872 runs in 19 Tests at an average 
of 25.64 with 97 against Australia 
as his highest. In the first Test 
against Australia he made zero and 
21. Mankad is a bit of an enigma 
A champion at the national level 
he has done poorly in Tests. He 
has an inherent weakness against 
genuine pace but at the same time 
me manner in which the selectors 
have alternately chosen and dis¬ 
carded him hasn't helped his con¬ 
fidence any. He is a tremendous 
fighter and thus it is that he is 
still battling against odds. 

Q WHAT is the record of 
Dattu Phadk.ir* 

—^Kaj Kumar Batra (Delhi). 

A IN 31 Tests Phadkar scored 
^ 1229 runs, including two 

centuries — 123 against Australia 
in 1947 and 115 against England 
in 1951-52 — at an average of 32 34. 
He has also claimed 62 wickets 
for 2285 runs at an average of 
36.85. 

Q WHAT were the scores of 
England's P. Willey in the 
fourth and fifth Tests against the 
West Inffies in 1976? 

—K. M. Singh (Kurnool, A.I’.). 


A FOURTH Test- Ibw Roberts 
^ 36 and c Roberts, b Holding 
45 Fifth, c Fredericks b King 33 
and c Greenidge b Holder 1. 

Q HOW many centuries have 
been registered in the Test 
matches between England and 
India^ 

—Ashok Sharma (Ulhasnagar). 

A FOR'rV-TWO centuries have 
been registered by England 
and 31 by India. 

Q WHO is the best centre-for¬ 
ward in world hockey today? 
—-Shabir Ahmad (Srinagar). 

A WITH formations changing 
^ today end forwards inter¬ 
changing positions the word centre- 
forward Has almost beconje obso¬ 
lete. 

Q WHO is the best dribbler 
after Ashok Kumar? 

—Sidharth Taparia 
(Muzaffarnagar, U.P.). 

A AFTER Ashok Kumar there 
will be none in the light of 
the fate that has befallen him. 

Q WHO was the best all-roun¬ 
der before Gary Sobers? 

—P. K. Padmasatya (Chifkadpalli). 

A THERE has been none like 
Sobers and perhaps there 
will never be another like him. 
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Compromise 


Good keeping 

TN tha excitement of India’s 1&- 
run defeat at Brisbane, one re¬ 
cord went unnoticed The Austra¬ 
lian wicketkeeper Steve Rixon on 
hia debut, did not concede any byes 
in the whole match India scored 
153 and 324 in which extras weie 
4 and 13 including 11 no balls and 
MX leg byes 

— P N Jasani (Gondia) 


^OW that the court decision has 

invalidated the ban imposed on 
the cricketers signed by Packer, a 
compromise by the cricketing au 
thonties will gladden the hearts of 
lovers of the game all o\ei the 
woild Parker has been ever will 
ing to negotiate with the ICC on 
overlapping of dates of his super 
Tests with those of the oiTicial ones 
Besides, he has lepcaledly been 
saying that his intentions are to en 
courage the development of cm 
ket by promoting the game finan 
ciallv Can wr nois hope that a 
inagnanimous ges ure on ihi pai 
of the cricketing authoniit- and 
will put an end to tin giasc'-t 
cnsi triekei has cvir been thrta 
lencd with> 

- C K Pamhanithan (New Delhii 

Poor Packer 

|N view (it the poor a'tendance 
■■ a tin world sfiic'* matches n 
Melbouinc Kerry Packei mavbave 
to sign in Ausiialian iricke tans, 
requiring them to attend all ii' 
nraiches for the next three years 

— /ahid Ahmad (New Delhi) 

Slowest hundred ^ 

lyr UDASSAR NA7AR (114) - 
scored the lowest 100 m first 
class cricket for Pakistan vcisus 
bngland (Lahore) 1977 78 which 
came in S57 minutes (9 hrs i 
mins ) thus beating the pievious 
record held by D J MtGltw oi 
South Africa veisus Austialia (Dui 
ban) 1957 58, which was made m 
545 mins (9 hrs 5 nuns ) 

Incidentally the slowest first class 
100 tor Pakistan was made at La 
hore by Hanif Mohammad (142) 
tor a Pak XI versus M( C 1955% 
which came in 525 mins (8 bis 45 
mins ) which is at present the 3rd 
lowest in hrsi class cricket 

— Mohandas Krishadas (Bumivav) 

Sad 

V T saddens me to hear of the 
* sad demise of one full page of 
your magazine which left tor its 
heavenly abode on 11 Dec 77 No 
body can learn cricket through 
books, only chess and bridge 

— Arvind Matbur (New Delhi) 


Battle won 


" but won a battle The Isl Test 
w IS lost bv an agonisingly close 
margin Bur Bedi has done some 
thing very iinponan*' for cricket 
He has gab mised 'he Indian team 
into a bunch ol posi'ively thinking 
cticketf rs 

- CulPioo/ I/ikiel (C>-lc>itti 






-A 
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Merry X-mas 

T his is to wish you and yout co 
workers at SPORISWEPK a 
vetv meriy Xmas and an equally 
happv New Year Also, to rhe rea 
dtrs of SPORISWEIK best wishes 
from the touring Indian team Cod 
bless 

- Bishdii Bedi (Perth) 

Penalise ’em 

I N th< lecent Bombay — Maha 
lashtia Ranji league tie Maha 
rashtia in their second innings 
scored only 210 rans in 142 overs' 
that IS 1 runs an over How 
about a penalty 'or slow batting<■ 
— Anant Gauiidalkai (Bombay) 

Well done, Shanta 

C ONGRATULATIONS Shanta 
Rangaswaniv-the first woman 
cricketer to get “Arjuna Award" 

— G K Prakash (Mysore) 


Ashok. Baldev shine 

ORBING the fine performance of 
^ a Rest of India team against 
Holland in which Baldev Singh and 
Ashok Kumar were the heroes I 
was pained on the thought of In¬ 
dian hockey doing without them 
The genius of Ashok Kumar was 
clearly discernible as he sprayed 
passes all over His splendid com¬ 
bination with Harcharan on the 
left and his superb foraging work 
makes him ihe best -chemer in the 
country even today 
— Ra)endra Prasad (New Delhi) 

Congrats, Bagan 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mohun 
^ Bagan for their sensational win 
against Ta'a Sports Club tn replay¬ 
ed hnal of the Rovers Cup Con 
yrat‘ also to Bidesh Bose and all 
the others for their good perfoi 
mance in the Rovers 
— Tyoti Chatterjee, Gindih (Bihar) 


H LARTIFST congratulations to 
Mohun Bagan lor winnim, iie 
R( ver‘ Cup football championship 
for tne ei^th tune 

— Shishir Basotia (Calcutta) 

Court manners 

^ONGRATS Vijay Amritrai on 
^ winning the Grand Pnx title in 
Bombay I will remember this tn 
umph of yours not only for its good 
tennis but also for your excellent 
court manners 

— Geeta Raghavan (Pune) 

Sportsman of 1977 

M ichael ferreira should 

be named sportsman of the 
year 1977 

— Chttharanjan K Shetty 
(Manipal) 

R AMESH KRISHNAN new natio 
nal champion, is the best 
sportsman of 1977 

— S Yeshogandha (Bombay) 

I THINK Vijay Amntraj should 
get the award 

— V Pande (Tansi) 

S HYAM IH*^A, opportunist sii 1 
ker of Mohun Bagan, is the 
man as he was h< hero of B igan’s 
victory in the Rovtrs Cup and II A 
Shield fanals 

— S Chandrasekhar (Madras) 

tNDIA's best all founder Mohin 
det Amarnalh is my choice 

— R Salian (Bombay) 

M y vote goes to Sunil Garaskar 
— Abdul Rahim (Bombay) 
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ipHAMPION irainer R R Ry 
^ ramji, who sent out the first 
and second in Reflect and Track 
Flame in the Indian 1 000 Guineas 
in Bombay last week can do the 
same in the 2,000 next week as he 
has the outstanding Manitou and 
the well performed Night Crown in 
his yard 


The 2,000 is not as open a race 
as was the 1,000 and it is evident 
that Manitou who stands out a 
mile, will go out as an odds on 
thoite no matttr what the s«e of 
the fnld as the only runners who 
come anywhere near Raniit V Bhat 
and Yogtsh M Shah’s Grey Gaston 
Dusty Marta rolt are Night Crown, 
Lord Ren and Noble Dancer 


Manitou started his career as a 
three year old during the Bangalore 
Summer Meeting when he remain 
ed unbeaten, nis fourth victory 
providing Bhat and Byramji with 
their thud consecutive Bangalore 
Dirby success as they had earlier 
won with Squanderer and Com 
nianche Manitou made his debut 
on the Bombay track in the 1 400 
metres Moivi Cup where, under 
the terms, he had to give 2 ^ kilos 
to Noble Dancer Despite that he 
won by a comfortable two and 
three quarter lengths and as all the 
runners for the 2,000 will be at 
level weight over the 1,600 metres 
cotiis It IS impossible to visualise 
his defeat 

On the same day that Manitou 
won Night Crown (Mighty Sparrow 
Naloma), carrying S4 kilos, won 
the C lass Two 1 400 metres Sorabji 
Cawasji Petit Plate by one and a 
half lengths fiiim Gateway of In 
dia Ihe margin of victory would 
have been very much laigei had 
McGiafh, who was astride, not losi 
very many lengths by waiting for 
an opening between Floral Tribute 
and the runiiei up, which he got 
only midway in the «traight Night 
Crown was runt tng in Bombay 
after finishing a c’le * second to 
B( loved Prince when be bad bea 
ten in the Mysore 2,000, in the 
, Mysoie Derby 

On pciformance, Night Crown is 
belter than Lord Ben, the only 
other runner to come mto the rec 
koning The son of Lord Jim Ra 
inona prosed himself to be head 
and shoulders higher than the other 
three year olds who competed in 
Pune by wahving away with both 
the 1,4()0 meties F D Wadia Cup 


% 

Manitou, odds-on choice 


and the 1,800 metres General Ra 
jendrasinhji Cup But, it should be 
remembered, that the three men 
tioned earlier did nut compete in 
Pune and that Lord Ben has not 
had the benefit ol a run this sea 
son Ibus, Night Ciown is the horse 
most likely to follow Manitou home 

As last yeat, when the lesser 
tancitd Reprint decisively won 
from Imphal, Reflect was a convin 
cing winner tiom favourite and 
stable companion Track Flame in 
(he 1 000 in which Grey Satin was 
an excellent suiprise thud and La 
Madeleine (be pacemaker, kicked 
on to be fourth in the field of 11 

Reflect, like Reprint, is by Prince 
PradeepRequest and is hied and 
owned by Mr and Mrs N F D 
Patsdole who first won the 1,000 in 
1%1 with Request Byiamji has 
won this race previously with Ra 
dhapyari (1966) Victorious (1972) 
and Reprint All thiee have com 
pleted the double in the Oaks and 
as Reflect ts clearly superior to 1h» 


opposition and as there is no doubt 
about her ability to stay she can 
very well follow in tlieir hoof 
marks next Republic Day 
S M Shah, who was originally 
suspended till the end of the year 
following the finding of bensoic 
acid in me swabs of Great Guns tn 
Pune, had his suspension period 
reduced so that he was back before 
the stait of the current Bombay 
campaign when it was suspected 
*hat an outside agency was active 
lollowing the hnaing of the same 
substance in the swabs of Prime 
Time (D N Aden walla) and Horse 
Power (Be/an Chenoy) 

The last two saddled horses for 
the fiist time since last week and 
It is an odd coincidence that they, 
together with S M Shah, opened 
their winning accounts with Gul 
hima (Shah), Real Indian (Aden 
walla) and Benliita (Chenoy) 
Make a note of Dharmatma, Ro 
sahe and Sudan Princess as they 
all shaped as early winners 


Rood’s skill will live forever 



OOP S]N( 1 IS dead But tiii 
name v,iU live tor ever in hot 
keys hall of tame Roop truly was 
one of the game s all time greats 
Instead of being eclipsed by the 
brilliance of his highly gifted bru 
iher Dhyan (hand hockey’s grea 
test player ever Roop distinguish 
ed himself by being an effective 
toil and an understanding aide to 
him 

What a gem of a player that 
Roop was none knew bettci than 
Dhyan And Dhyan could not but 
extol his younger brother to thi 
skies 

Dhyan said in his book “Goal'” 
years ago “When I begin to talk 
of inside left, I cannot help putting 
betore you my brother Roop 
Singh’s game as an outstanding ex 
an pie of an inside left He was a 
past master in the art of dribbling 
— he could easily go on making 


elicits round a defence — and yet, 
lie would bring in o play his stick 
work only when nec ded He was a 
lint, ‘'priittci inside the circle he 
was dc'vasia mg His shots sped like 
bullets and if he did not shoot, lie 
placed Ihe ball by unerring judge 
ment to the far left corner of the 
net, by means of a wristy push or 
stoop He was such a good shot 
that during our touts abroad be 
took almost every short corner hit 
and invariablv succeeded in sco 
ling He coiT)bine>d beautifully with 
his outside leil and with me Ttie 
passes came fiom him very quick 
iy His through passes to his out 
side lelt sent between the right 
half and the tight back, used to be 
very accurate’ 

It was Dhyan who inspired Roop 
When Dhyan returned to Jhansi 
tor a short holiday after playing in 
the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics, 
Roop, a teenager then, used to slip 
into his room and lisien to his con 
versations with hockey players 
Roop, according to Dhyan, “pn 
vately expressed his ambition to 
outbid me and iry popularity tn 
hockey, if he could” 

Dhyan did not teach Roop so 
much but whenever he played with 
him and found hiir doing things 
the wrong way, Dhyan used to rte- 
buke him and uied to put him on 
the right path 

Roop retired in Wil Later, he 
became an IHF selector and held 
this post for many years 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 
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